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OF  ST.  Leonard’s  in  Gloucestershire  ; 

BARON  SYDNEY, 

OF  CHESILHURST,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT  ; 
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SOUTH  OF  TRENT  ; 

ONE  OF  THE  LORDS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY’S  MOST  HONOURABLE 
PRIVY  COUNCIL,  &C.  Sec.  ScC. 


MY  LORD, 


Xhough  I am  fearful  that  this  volume  will  not 
be  thought  by  your  Lordlhip  worthy  of  your  accep- 
tance, and  that  I am  trefpaffing  on  that  refpedl  which 
is  due  to  you,  in  thus  offering  it  to  your  patronage, 
yet  as  I am  certain,  my  Lord,  that  your  heart  re- 
joices 


. ( iv  ) 

jolces  in  every  opportunity  of  imparting  happinefs  to 
others,  which  renders  your  life  a bleffing  to  mankind, 
I throw  myfelf  on  your  Lordthip’s  benevolence,  to 
pardon  the  liberty  I take,  in  thus  addreffing  this  De- 
dication to  you.  To  enumerate  your  Lordfliip’s 
public,  as  well  as  private  virtues,  would  not  only  give 
offence,  but  would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  volume. 
Permit  me,  my  Lord,  therefore  only  to  mention,  that 
you  are  defervedly  loved  and  refpefted,  as  a fmgular 
example  in  the  domeftic  and  focial  intercourfe  of  life, 
and  that  you  have  ad;ed  in  your  public  capacity  upon 
principles  of  ftrid  loyalty,  and  firm  attachment  to  the 
real  good  of  your  country,  arid  a fteady  adherence 
to  the  liberties  of  the  Englith  conftitution.  Thus 
diftinguifiied,  my  Lord,  both  in  your  public  and  pri- 
vate virtues,  as  well  as  by  your  noble  birth,  his  Ma- 
jefty,  who  never  fuffers  fuperior  merit  to  pafs  unre- ' 
warded,  has^  been  gracioully ‘pleafed  to  fhew  his  ap- 
probation of  them,  by  bellowing  on  your  Lordlhip 
thofe  marks’ of  his  royal  favor,  and  thofe  repeated 
titles  of  nobility,  to  which  your  Lordlhip  by  your 
bright  example  adds  a lullre. 

But  whim  I am  thus  hurried  forward  by  the  im- 
pulfe  of  truth,  I am  trefpaffing,  not  only  on  your 
Lordfiiip’s  time,  but  on  that  refped  which  is  due  to 


your 


( V ) 


your  rank,  in  thus  enumerating,  what  is  fo  univerfaily 
acknowledged.  I lhall  therefore  conclude,  with  my 
hopes,  that  your  Lordfhip  will  pardon  this  liberty, 
and  that  you  will  condefcend  to  accept  of  this  Dedi- 
cation, as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  profound  refped 
I bear  towards  you. 

That  your  Lordlliip  may  enjoy  whatever  may  con- 
duce to  the  happinefs  of  yourfelf  and  family,  is  the 
fincerc  wifh  of 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordlhip’s 
Moft  refpedful  and 

♦ 

Much  obliged  humble  fervant, 

LONDON, 

AmiL  30,  1797. 


EDWARD  HASTED, 
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INDEX. 


The  letter  a refers  to  the  Appendix  of  additions  and  corre£lions  to  the  ftrft 
and  fecond  volumes,  added  at  the  end  of  this  volutne. 


A. 

Abel’s  of  Erkh, 136, 

247,  283, 

Abergavenny, Beauchamps  earls 

of,  3S5»485- 

Abergavenny,  Nevills,  lords, 
3 55,  486. 

Aeon,  hofpital  of,  St.  Thomas 
of,  215. 

Adam’s,  315. 

iErhede,  528. 

A Lc  HARP  IN,  alias  Coombe's 
manor f in  Swanfeombe^  4145 
A.  576. 

Allen^  y.  Ward,  prefent  reBor 
of  Cotudham,  78;  of  Ridley, 
463. 

Alnutt,  truftees  of  Mr. pojfefs 
Shelley’s  manor,  in  Nock- 
holt,  81. 

Altham’s,  216;  a.  564. 

Anchorite  or  hermit,  at  Dart- 
ford,  318. 

Angerftein,  John  ivXms, pojfejfes 
Woodlands,  a feat  in  Green- 
wich parilh,  a.  558;  a feat 
in  Lee,  563. 

Apperfif.ld  manor  in  Cowd- 
ham,  68. 

Appulderfield’s,  69. 

Apyiton’s,  alias  Appleton’s,  ac- 
count  of,  271,  389,  275,  279. 

Arnold’s,  499. 

Arfick’s,  484,  513. 

Artichohes,  famous  ones  at  Dart- 
ford,  287. 

b 2 


Arundel,  Fitz^lan’s,  earls  of, 

332,  355,  455,  485- 

Asn,  fiarijh  of , 463;  A.  577. 
Alheton,  Mrs.  pojfejfes  a feat  in 
Bromley,  a.  567. 

Alhway’s,  70. 

Aftley  Jacob,  lord,  a.  564. 
Alton -lodge.  See  Orkeden. 
Althol,  John,  earl  of,  233,  234. 
Auckland,  lord,  refdes  at  Beck- 
enham, A. 566. 

Auften’s  of  Bexley,  aceount  of, 
174,  167,  178,  179. 

Auften,  F.  Motley,  patron  of 
Crayford  reftory,  284  ; hof- 
fejfes  Shere-hall,  in  Wilming- 
ton, 330 ; a feat  in  the  fame, 
331. 

Aynfeombe’s,  90. 

Axstane,  hundred  of,  343. 

B. 

Bacon,  Sir  Nicholas,  10. 
Badby’s,  356. 

Badlefmere’s,  234,  476. 

Baieux,  billlop  of,  31,  41,  60, 
98,  loi,  114,  126,  135,  142, 
150,  205,230,  354,  386,404, 

445,452,459,  463,483,495, 

504,  512,  540. 

Baldwin’s  manor,  in  Dartford, 

314; 

Baldwin,  Thomas,  499. 
Baltimore, CharlesCalvert,  lord, 
account  of,  248. 

Bamme’s,  310,  318,  336,  360, 

Banker' t 
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Banker's  Little^  an  ejlate  in  Lee^ 
A.  563.  * . 

Barbur’s,  10. 

Barham’s  of  Tefton,  447. 

Barker’s,  baronets^  155,  156. 

Barkfielfls^  in  Southfleet,  423. 

Barkhart,  fl! feat  in  Orjiington^ 

101. 

Barne,  fiojfejfes  Newbcry, 
May-place,  and  Ellam,  in 
Crayford,  275,  280;  a.  573. 

Barne’s  of  Woolwich,  215,  216. 

Barn-end, a hamlet  in J'Fihning~ 
ton,  330,  331. 

Barrows  or  tumuli,  292,  368. 

Bartholomew’s,  71. 

Bafing  Robert,  302,  545,  334. 

Baston  manor  and  Court, 
in  Hajes,  22,  23  ; a.  568. 

Bateman’s,  247,  262. 

Bathurft  family,  account  of,  500, 
502,505,  506,507,  521,  358. 

Bathuru’s  of  Wilmington,  330, 
338. 

Baud’s,  152,  315. 

Bayles,  Thomas,  155. 

Beale,  Sir  John,  503,  517,  523. 

Bean,  hamlet  of , in  5 tone,  384. 

Beaumont,  lady  Margaret,  30J.. 

Bec  KENHAM,y/<*r^/i  of,  A.  565, 
566. 

Bed EN WELL  hamlet,  in  Erith, 
246. 

Bedefliam.  Sec  Betfliam. 

Bedford's,  368. 

Beer’s,  312,. 318,  322,  329. 

Beer’s.  See afoBtre  and  Byer. 

Belknap’s,  42,  51,  102,  115. 

Belvidere  house,  in  Erith, 

■ 248. 

Bennet,  John,  201;  Thomas, 
330. 

Bennet,  Rev.  John  Leigh, //o/l 
fcjfes  Eaft  Wickham  manor, 
201. 

Bennet,  R.  H.  A.  refidesAX  Beck- 
enham, A.  566. 

Benfon,  EAvc . /lojfejfes  3,  moiety 
of.  Hering-hill,  in  Erith,  248. 


Bere’s,  400,  416,  417. 

Berens,  Jofeph,y/^/«  St.  Mary 
J,yng,  Ockmere  manor,  117; 
Kevington  in  St.  Mary  Cray, 
1 19  ; Howbery,  and  the  iron 
mills,  in  Caryford,  278;  a. 


a / — 

Berkeley,  Sir  Matirice,  304, 
481. 

Bermondfey.  priory  of,  359. 
Bertie's,  16,  18. 


Bertrey,  manor  of,  72. 

Belborough,  William,  earl  of, 


417. 

^eXonion,  baronets,  8,  i3,  130, 

133- 

Betsham  hamlet,  in  South' 
fleet,  422,  164. 

Bexley, of,  162  ; a.  572. 
Begham,  abbey  of,  75. 

Bignors  manor,  in  Dartford, 
308- 

Biller’s,  Sir  William,  >56. 
Billingham  manor,  in  Lewifliam, 
A.  564. 

Binfted,  George,  93. 

Birtrick  of  Meopham,  369,  425, 
445- 

Blackball,  in  Erith,  247. 
Blackheatli,  chapel  on,  a.  565. 
Blackwood,  Shovel,  pojjijjks 
Wantfum,  in  Bexley,  164; 
the  I'cite  of  01dplace,in  Cray- 
ford, 265;  A. 572,  573. 
Blackwood’s,  273,  274,  276, 
277,  278. 

Blackfen  manor,  in  Bexley,  163. 
Bladindon-court.  SeeBlendon. 
Blague’s,  312,  375. 
Blechynden’s,  412,  419. 
BLKNDON-HALL,i«ReA/y,I  70. 
Blomfield,  Thomas,  457. 
Bolton,  Charles,  duke  of,A.558. 
Bond,  Sir  James,  bart.  a6,  50. 
Bontfant’s,  390,  307. 

Boreman,  Sir  William,  a.  557. 
Borough,  lords,  532,  547;  Sir 
Edward,  532, 

Borrett’s,  117.  Borftahle 
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Borftable  manor,  413. 

Borstajll  MAJiOu  and  hamlet 
in  Plamjied,  214. 

'BoiwW&'s^  account  of^  334*  434j 

434- 

Boftell.  See  Borftall. 

Botanv,  22,  164,  204,  230, 
2Q25  33i»  344»403>424>  44i» 
5”;  A.  554,  359,  576,  577. 

Boteler’s,  baronets^  338,  443, 

447,  453- 

Houghton’s  of  Plumfted,  203, 
209,  213,  225,  A.  560,  561. 

Boulter,  Edmund,  a.  553. 

Bourchier’s,  87,  106,  463. 

Bourne-place  ;■«  176. 

Bournfide,  Alexander,  refides  at 
Bourne-place  in  Bexley,  177. 

Bouverie,  Elizabeth,  338,  447. 

Bo  water’s  of  Woolwich,  a.  36 1 . 

Bowdler,  John,  rejides  at  Pick- 
hurft,  in  Hayes,  a.  368. 

Bowes’s,  account  of^  149,  133^ 
157,  159,215,216,  352,  467, 
478. 

Bowles,  Oldfield, y/0(^^xWood- 
land  manor,  in  Kingfdown, 
489. 

Boicmen^  royal  Kentljh^  corps  of, 
291. 

Bowfer,  JtoJfeJ/es  Plum- 

fted-park  farm,  217. 

Bowton’s  docks,  in  Woolwich, 
A.  360. 

Bowton’s.  See  Houghton’s. 

Boyd,  Sir  John,  jtojfcffcs  Dan- 
fon,  in  Bexley,  173. 

Bradley,  Tho.  patron  of  Hart- 
ley reftory,  437;  prejent  rec- 
tor of  the  fame^  458- 

Bratnblebury^in  Plumjled^  216. 

Brampton  manor,  in  Nock- 
holt,  79;  HALL,  in  Bexley, 
173. 

Brafier’s  of  Cowdham,  52,  60, 
75* 

Brajil  mill,  for  flitting  iron,  at 
Hartford,  289. 

b 3 


Brajied-^recn,  hi  Farnhorough,  46. 
Braybrooke,  Reginald,  433. 
Brembre,  Nicholas,  309,  333, 
416,  485.  _ 

Brereton,  William,  233. 

Brett’s  of  Bexley,  account  of,  1 70, 

^78,  179,  336. 

Brett,  Sir  Piercy,  a.  366. 

Brian,  Phillippa,  463. 

Brio  GEN-PLACE,  in  Bexley, 
I 72. 

Briftol,  G.  Harvey,  earl  of,  372. 
Britons  and  Saxons,  battles  of, 
263,  369. 

Brocas,  Sir  Oliver,  481. 

Brock  hall,  in  Horton,  308. 
Brockley  Upper,  in  Deptford,  a. 
554- 

Brome’s,  31,  32. 

Bromley pari/h,  a.  566. 

Brook,  alias  Sutton-place,  332. 
Brooke’s  of  Suffolk,  1365  of 
Rochefter,  433. 

Brooke,  Jofeph,  a.  377;  Lau- 
rence, 389, 

Brooke’s,  lords  Cobham,  433; 

SirHenry,alia5Cobham,  332. 
Brooke,  Rev.  John  Kenward, 
pojfejj'es  Hook  place,  in  South- 
fleet,  433. 

Browne’s,  120;  of  Beechworth, 
410;  of  Horton,  302. 
Browne,  Capability,  I'j'i)  Ma« 

ry.  335»  35L  352J  Thomas, 
312  ; Mr.  a.  5 59,  ■ 

Buck’s  of  Norfolk,  316;  of 
Dartlord,  a.  374. 

Bucklers,  in  Orpington,  107. 
Budgen,  John,  Icjfee  of  Plum- 
fled  manor,  212. 

Buggin’s,  149,  466. 
Bulbeck-Jcreet,  in  Crayford,  2 79. 
Bunce’s,  338,  322. 

Burdett,  Mr.  rejides  at  Vale  Maf- 
call,  in  North  Cray,  156. 
Burford’s,  246. 

Burgherfh’s,  212. 

Burgh,  Hubert  de,  464. 

Burley, 
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Burley,  Sir  Simon  de,  461. 
Burleigh,  William  Cecil,  lord, 


Burrell’s,  30,  44;  a.  566. 

Burrifli-court.  See  Burw'alh- 
court. 

Burrow’s,  account  of^  44,  441, 
443j  4S7- 

Burwafli  court,  in  Plumfted, 
212. 

Butler,  George, Leaves- 
green  farm,  60,  54. 

Butler,  Mr.  jiojjejfes  Nockholt, 
in  Swanfeombe,  401. 

Bryan  Philippa,  86,  446. 

Byers.  See  Bere’s  and  Beer’s. 

C. 

Cabbinell,  Mr.  519. 

Casfar,  Robert,  394. 

Calcraft’s,  137,  358,  417,  521  ; 
A.  576. 

Calico  m^nufaftory,  265,  368. 

Call,  Sir  John,  bart.  rejides  at 

' Lee,  A.  563. 

Callow,  Adam,  rejides  at  Haw- 

^ ley,  357. 

Calvert,  Sir  William,  1 56. 

Cambridge,  Sydney-college  in, 
patrons  of  Swanfeombe  rec- 
tory, 421. 

Camden-place,  a feat  in  Che- 
filhurji.,  13. 

Camden,  W m.  aecount  0/^13,165. 

Camden,  Pratt’s  earls  of,  ac- 
count of  14. 

Camden,  John  Pratt,  earl,yo/: 

^fejjes  Camden-place,  1 5. 

Campbell,  Duncan,  rejides  at 
Mount  Pleafant  in  Wilming- 
ton, 330;  polTefTes  Kingf- 
down  manor,  480;  flever 
48a;  Chepfted,  483,  487. 

Campbell,  lion  king  at  arms,  a. 

557*. 

Campaigne  de,  family  of,  127. 


Canterbury,arcljbHhopsof,  165, 
284,  370,  378,  462,  529. 

Canterbury,  archbifhop  ol.,  pa- 
tron of  Orpington  redtory, 
no;  Farningham  vicarage, 
525;  Eynsford  rectory,  537. 

Canterbury,  dean  and  chapter 
of.  yo^^Farningham  parfon- 
age,  525. 

Canterbury,  priory  of  Chrift 
church  in,  99,  1 1^3,  268,  369, 
524,  527,  537. 

Canterbury, St.  Auguftine’s  mo- 
naftery  in,  202,  205,  224, 
489. 

Cardinal’s  college,  in  Oxford, 
253.  .See  Oxford. 

Carew,  Richard  Gee,  pojfcjfes 
Petley’s-place,  54;  a feat  in 
Orpington,  107;  a part  of 
Chepfted,  inKingfdown,483; 
Sir  Francis,  56. 

Carew’s  of  Stone,  391,  396, 

397; 

Carmichael,  John,  lord,  account 
of.,  273,  274.  280. 

Carter,  415. 

Cartwright,  Hugh,  316. 

Cafon,  Edward,  393. 

Cator  John,  a.  559;  Jofeph  re- 
fides  at  Beckenham,  a.  566. 

Cavell,  Bernard,  139. 

Caves  or  holes,  near  Crayford 
and  Dartford,  266,  291. 

Chalkpits.,  at  Greenhithe,  401. 

Chalkfide,  in  Erith,  228. 

Chambley’s,  391. 

Chamberlain,  Mrs.  of  Charl- 
ton, a.  559. 

Chamier,  Anthony,  169. 

Champney’s,  account  of,  1 74, 
81,  180,  4S2. 

Chapman, James, yfo^fye/a  Iioufe 
in  St.  Mary  Cray,i  1 3;  Hock- 
enden  in  ditto,  120,  121  ; a 
feat  in  Paul’s  Cray,  132. 

Champman,  Chriftopher,  lejfee 
of  the  great  tithes  of  Wick- 
ham, 


INDEX. 
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ham,  203;  of  Darent  manor, - 
and  parfoiiage,  3 72  ; pofTeires 
St.  Margaret  Helles  manor, 


3'5- 

Chapman’s  of  Stone,  391,  397. 

C H A R L E S M A N O R , Dai  tforcly 


309.  • 

Charlton A.  55°- 

Charton’s  manor,  in  Farn- 
inglia?Hj  518,  5^0,  525. 

Chatham,  the  great  earl  of,  ac- 
count of,  2^. 

Chaworth’s,  ^29. 

Cnv.i.SYiZLV>,/iariJi  of,  83,  a. 

569-  . ^ 

Chei’sted  manor,  tn  Kingf- 
(lo-atn,  482. 

Cherry  garden,  at  Swanfcombe, 
401. 

Cherry-garden  farm,  at  Charlton, 
A.  560. 

CHESILHURST,y;mi/?;  of,2',K, 
568. 

Chcft,  hofpital  of,  at  Chatham, 
JioffeJfes  the  tithes' of  E.  Wick- 
ham, 203. 

Chefnuts,  trees  cf,  in  Abbey  wood 
in  Erith,  228. 

Chefterfield,  earls  of,  1 1 7.- 

Chickfend’s,  487. 

Child’s,  of  Ofterly-park,  412. 

Child,  truftees  of  Robert, 
Swanfcombe  manor,  413. 

Chimbham’s,  in  Fatningham, 
521. 

Cholmeley’s,  account  of,  148. 

Clarke,  William,  frefent  reilor  of 
Orpington,  in. 

Clarence,  George,  duke  of,  5. 

Cleeve,  Bourchier,  137,  138, 
520;  a.  571. 

Clerke,  John,  88. 

Cleves,  lady  Anne  of,  305. 

Clcyndon  manor,  in  Darent,  375. 

Clinton  and  Saye,Edward,  lord, 
J07,  420. 

Ceock-house,  jn  Darent, 16^. 

b 4 


Cloth  workers  company  in  Lon- 
don, pojfefs  Borftall  manor, 
216. 

Cobham,  Sir  Thomas',  532,547. 

Cobham’s,  124,  302,  369,  432, 
507  j Brooke’s,  lords,  77, 

297.  433^  507- 

Cobham’s  of  Sterborough,  215, 

481,  53i»  S47»  550- 

Cobham,  chantry  of,  506. 

Cocklejhell-bank,  385. 

Cockfliutr,  Thomas,  329. 

Coke’s  of  Holkham,  account  of, 
479,  481,  482,  487. 

Cokerhurji,  in  Shoreham,  542. 

Cole,  George,  334,  348,  352. 

Coleman,  William,  217. 

Colfe,  Abraham,  20. 

Collins’s,  499. 

Coleraine,G.  Hanger,  lord,5i8. 

Colyer,  John,  pojfejfes  a part  of 
Poole  farm,  in  Southfleet, 
434;  Henry  pofleHes  a mill 
in  Farningham,  522. 

Combes,  alias Alchar din  manor, 
in  Sivanfcombe,  414. 

Commandery  of  the  Knights  of 
St.  John,  account  of,  345. 

Comport’s  of  Eltham,  155. 

Compton  family,  account  of,  242. 

Comyn’s  of  Badenagh,  408. 

Cooke’s  of  North  Cray,  account 
254,  154,  157,  181,  182. 

Cookes,  Rev.  Thomas,  pojfeffes 
the  great  tithes  of  Plumfted, 
225,  186. 

Cooper,  Mrs.  pojfeffes  Chimb- 
ham’s, in  Farningham,  522. 

Coote’s,  309. 

Cope,  Tho.  lejfee  of  the  duchy 
court  of  Farnborough,  50; 
of  Crofton  manor,  in  Or- 
pington, 103;  Bridgen-place, 
172,  1 1 3. 

Copledike’s,  32,  42. 

Cornhill,  Gervas  de,  489. 

Cofein,  Mary  Gerarde,  180. 

Cotton 
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Cqttov  manor t in  StonCf  392; 
A.  576. 

Cotton  mamfaflory  in'Dartford, 
289, 

Cotton, Edmund,  281 ; SirJohn, 
^ SrS»  517.  Si9»  521- 

Coventry,  Tho.  poffejfei  North 
Cray  manor  ana  place,  150 : 
Ruxley  manor,  153;  patron 
of  North  Cray  rcdtory,  158  ; 
poJJeJfes\A\t'j hxm\i\  A11i,463. 
Coventry’s,  394. 

Court-hawe.  See  Crokenhill. 
Courtenay,Dr.  redor  of  Lee,A. 
563. 

Covvdale’s,  533. 
CowDHAMj^a/  j/i?^^,  60. 
Cowley’s,  278,  279,  a.  568. 
Coxe,  Elizabeth, Char- 
ton’s,  in  Farningham,  319. 
Cracker’s,  519. 

Cranfield’s,  347,  469. 
Cranford^Preamofy  287. 
Crawton.  See  Crofton. 

Cray,  St.MARv,  Aisrc/igTiiiz. 
Cray,  North,  North  Cray. 
Cray,  Foot’s.  See  Foot’s  Cray. 
Cray,  Paul’s.  See  Paul’s  Cray. 
Cray,  Sir  Simon  de,  126,  130, 
133. 

Cb  axford, parijiify  263  ;'a. 

573- 

Crecanford,  263. 

Crephege’s,  375,  378. 

Crelfel’s,  10,  436,  469. 
Crevequer’s,  136. 

Criol’s,  329. 

Crifp’s,  213, 

Crofton  manors  in  Orpington^ 

loi ; A. 369. 

Crokenhill  manor  and  ham  - 
let,  in  Eynsford,  332. 
Cromer’s,  23. 

Cromwell,  Thomas,  106,  133. 
Crofby,  Mrs.yio^jJ^j  Chelslield 
manor,  89. 

Cudhain.  Cowdharn. 
Culpeper’s,  471. 


Cumberland,  George,  earl  of, 
332. 

Currey,  John,  prejent  vicar  of 
Dartford,  328;  refior  of  Long- 
field,  444. 

Curtis,  Mr.  217. 

Cufiom,  odd  one,  at  Weft  Wick- 
ham, 30. 

Cutler,  SirJohn,  a.  334. 

Cutte,  John,  214. 

D. 

Dacre  family,  account  of,  64,  70. 

Dacre,  I^ennards,  lords,  67, 
92;  lady,  A.  563. 

Darcy’s,  300,  306. 

D’Ae'th’s,  129,  149,  133.310. 
322. 

Dalton’s,  31,  32. 

Danson-hill,  in  Bexley,  172. 

Danby’s,  129. 

Darbylhire,  Edward,  416. 

Darcy  family,  account  of,  297. 

Dare,  Thomas,  182. 

Da  KX.'HTfpariJhof,  367;  a. 3 73. 

Dareat,  South.  See  South  Da- 
rent. 

Darn.  See  Darent. 

Dartford  and  Wilming- 
ton hundred,  286. 

Dartford, 286;  a. 
574- 

Dartfo.*d,  priory  of,  account  f, 
303.  308,  316,  336,  j5‘8, 
415.  532* 

Dartford-place,  307 ; manor,  3, 
345- 

Dalhwood,  Fr.  pojfeffes  Mount 
Pleafant  and  Piall-place,  in 
Bexley,  176;  a.  37a. 

Dalhwood,  Mrs.p^eJ/es  Erith 
parfonage  and  advowfou  of 
the  vicajage,  262. 

Dalhwood’s,  247. 

Davenport,  Edmund, 368,  377 
378. 

Daunfington.  Sec  Danfon. 

Davit, 
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Davisi  H.  M.  prefent  vicar  of 
Eyiisford,  539. 

Pay,  Richard,  pojjejfes  Black- 
fern  in  Bexley,  163. 

Deanbottom  hamletf  in  Horton^ 
494.  ^ 

Deadman's dock,  in  Deptford,  a. 

554- 

Delahay's,  in  Orpington,  107. 

Demeine,  antient,  194. 

Denham’s,  186,  137,  223,  225. 

Denne,  Rev.  Sam.  Jirefent  vicar 
of  Wilmington,  342  ; of  Da- 
rent,  383  ; lejfee  of  Longfield 
manor,  442  ; Mr.  330. 

Denys,  Sir  Maurice,  303,  336, 
346,  352. 

Denys’s,  account  of,  70. 

DtPTFORDj/irrtri/?;  0/,  A,  553. 

Denton,  438. 

Derbyfhire,  Mr.  217. 

Dering,  Cholmondeley,  poffejfes 
a houfe  in  Downe,  54. 

Defpencer,  Francis,  lord  le, 
175- 

Defpencer,  Hugh,  le,  408;  Phi- 
lip, 478. 

Dingley’s,  account  of,  169;  Ro- 
bert, A.  560. 

Dinham’s,  530. 

Difney,  Rev.  Wm.  and  others 
pojjefs  a moiety  of  Flering- 
hill,  248. 

Dixon’s,  369. 

Dorrington,  John,  pojfeffes  a 
houfe  in  Eltham,  a.  562. 

Dover,  Fulbert  de,  231,  232. 

Downe, of,  54. 

Downe-court , manor  of,  53  ; hall, 

^56- 

Draper’s  - PLACE,  in  Eritk, 
24/ . 

Draper’s  of  Frith  andCrayford, 
246,  247,  257,  258,  278,- 
280,  281,  282,  456. 

Ducie,  lord,  413. 

Dudley’s,  393. 

Duke,  Richard,  332. 


Duncannon, William,  vifcount, 
417. 

Dygg‘s>  James,  447. 

Dyke,  Sir  J.  D.  bart.  pojfeffes 
Farnborough-hall,  30;  Or- 
pington manor,  100 ; Kaft- 
hail,  106;  Petham-place,  321; 
Evnsford  manor  and  callle. 
329;  Southcourt,  331;  Or- 
kefden  manor,  532;  Croken- 
hill  manor,  333;  Lulling- 
Rone  manor  and  advowfon 
of  reftory,  346;  LiiilingRane 
manor,  347  ; Patten-grove  in 
Orpington,  A.  370. 

Dyke’s,  baronets,  account  of  , 243, 
120,  338,  330. 

Dvnelev’s,  ri. 

E. 

Eard.  S'er  Crayford. 

Eardley,  Sampfon,  \ox A, pojfef- 
fes Belvidere  houfe  in  Erith, 
248. 

Earthen  ivare,  manufaftory  of, 
in  Deptford,  a.  333. 

Earthquake,  fliock  ot,  511. 

EaRconibe,  in  Greenwich,  a. 

557- 

E A S •!'  H A L L M A N O R , 7/7  OrllinZ- 

* A 

ton,  103. 

Ebbut,  John,  JioJfeJfes  Wal- 
den’s iii  St.  Mary  Gray,  i2i» 

Edfall’s,  176,  309. 

Edwards,  Gerard  pofefjct 
Charles  manor  in  Darttord, 
311.. 

Egerton,  Mrs.  pojfefs  Hack- 
Raple  manor  in  Sutton,  33<>. 

Eglantine  farm,  in  Farn- 
ingham,  519,  320. 

Eglesfield’s,  3 39. 

Egmont,  earloi,  a.  330. 

Ellam,  in  Cray  ford,  279. 

Eliot,  Me . i . pff  'Jf.s  I’ic.-ehnnt, 
alias  Heaver  manor  in  Hayt.:., 
A.  .368. 

Plilzabetli, 
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Elizabeth,  queen,  her  progrefs 
into  Kent,  306. 

Eliham  Jiari/h,  A.  561 ; palace, 
562. 

Elwick,  Nathaniel,  274,  280, 
281. 

Emmerton,  William,  504,  517, 
523. 

Emmet,  Henry,  182. 

Engham’s,  460. 

Erhecle,  now  Cray  ford. 

EKiyw.,  Jiarijh  oj,  227;  A.  572. 

EfTex,  Cromwell,  earl  of,  106, 
153.466. 

Eton  college  jiojpjfes  Baldwin’s 
manor,  315. 

Evans,  395. 

Evelyn,  William  Glanville,  117, 
461,  462  ; Sir  h'rederick,  bt. 
A.  554. 

Evere.  Ste  Hever. 

EYNSFORD,y4flri/^>  56,  527  ; A. 

• 578. 

Eynsford  de,  family  of,  136, 
529,  464. 

I’. 

Fagg,  Mr.  415. 

Falkland,  Sarah,  vifcountefs, 
A.  565. 

Jane,  alias  Vane,  Joane,  305. 

Fane’s,  278,  284,  471. 

Fa  NTS  manor,  253. 

Farmer,  Samuel,  re/f^/es  at  AVeft 
Wickham,  30. 

FARNBOHOUGH,//ari/?;o/^,  46; 
duchy  court  of,  31, 413. 

FARNINGnAM,y?«r(/7j  510; 
A.  578. 

Farnaby,  John,  Bafton 

manor,  23;  Welt  Wickham 
manor  and  advowfon  ofrec- 
*0'‘y>  34»  36;  Kellon  manor, 
43- 

Farrant,  Thomas,  75;  Godfry 
Fee,  92;  William,  372. 


P'arrant,  George  Binfted, 
fejfes  Nor  lied  manor,  93. 
Parrington’s,  account  of,  16,  9, 
I 7,  20 ; A.  568. 

Faultier,  Jofe/ih,  frefent  reHoT  of 
Weft  Wickham,  37. 

FaulTett  family,  a.  574. 
Fauftina,  emprefs,  coin  of,  424. 
Fawk HAM,y!«;-t//^  of,  444. 
Ferby’s,  account  of,  130,  120, 

132.  133.  170- 

Fermanagh,  lady,  reftdes  at  May 
place  in  Crayford,  275 ; a. 
573- 

Ferry  at  Greenhith,  400. 
Fermor’s,  284. 

Fielder,  Mark,  316,  321. 
P’iennes  family , account  of  ,61, 7 7. 
P’ilmer’s,  376. 

Filher’s,  171,  434. 

Fitch’s,  account  of,  155. 

Fitz’s,  460. 

P'itzbernard’s,  475,  492. 
Fitzherbert,  Mrs.  a.  559. 
P’itzwalter,  Robert,  232. 

Pleet,  PlulTey,  refttks  at  Haw- 
ley in  Sutton,  3 1(7. 

Fletcher,  Jofeph,  358,  502. 

P letis  and  Fleotis.  tiee  South- 
fleet. 

P'ludyer,  Sir  Thomas,  a.  563. 
Fly,  Henry,  perpetual  curate  of 
Downe,  59;  of  Hockholt,^^. 
Folkftone,  Elizabeth,  vifcoun- 
tefs dowager,  358,  447. 
Foot’s  C,ka\ , parijh  of,  135  ; 
A.  570. 

Foot’s  Cray -place,  138. 

P'ord,  Thu rftan.^o^j^'j- Mount 
Pleafant  in  Wilmington,  3 30, 
Ford,  Sir  Richard,  181. 

PWeft,  Richard,  457. 
P'ortree’s,  a.  557. 

/'o^/.c found  atChariton,  A.559  ; 

at  Woolwich,  560. 
bountaine,  Robert ^ pr  efent  vicar  of 
Sutton,  367, 

Foivel, 
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Towel,  John,  D.  D-  ftrefent  rec- 
tor of  Eynsford,  539. 

Fowke, Edward,  338,  368,  357, 

A.  576. 

account  of , 466,  149, 

473; 

Francis  Bafil,  heirs  of,  lejfees  of 
Dartford  parfonage,  a.  574. 

Franceys’s,  92,  357. 

Fraken ham’s,  471. 

Frsinkilb,  family  of,  500. 

Franks,  a feat  in  Horton,  500. 

Frafer,  Simon,  lejfee  of  Bald- 
win’s manor,  in  Dartford, 
316. 

Frafer,  Thomas,  poffejfes  a feat 
in  Hawley,  357. 

Freeland's^  a feat  in  Bromley,  a. 

^ 567- 

Fremingham’s,  account  of,  514, 
518  ; John  de,  317. 

Frendlhury.  438,  427. 

Frith,  Rev.  Edward  Cockayne, 
JioJfeJfes  VVoliet-hall,  in  North 
Cray,  142. 

Frith’s,  1 33,  142. 

Frognall,  a feat  in  Chefl- 
hurf,  10. 

Fulham' s -place,  in  Plumfled,  15, 
217. 

Fuller,  John,  pojfeffes  Hewit’s, 
in  Chelsfield,  91. 

Fuller,  Thomd-s , poffejfes  Farn- 
ingham  manor,  &c.  518,  and 
a feat  in  ditto,  520. 

Fullerton,  John,  5x7,  520. 

G. 

Gainsford,  Sir  Thomas,  255. 

Gatewyk’s,  470. 

Garret’s,  yee  Gerard’s. 

Gavelkind,  trial  of,  299. 

Geary,  Sir  Francis,  bart.  pof- 
feffes  Apperfield,  in  Cowd- 
hain,  72. 

Gee’s  of  Orpington,  51,  107, 
108. 


Gellibrand’s,  137. 

Gerard’s,  429. 

Gideon,  Sampfon,  account  of, 
248. 

Gifford’s,  1 3 1,  360,  374,  448, 
;536,  538. 

Gilbourne’s,  a.  q6i. 

Gilden-hill.  Gilton-hill. 

Giles’s,  88. 

Gills,  hamlet  of , in  Darent,  373» 
375, 381,  A.  576. 

GfLTON-HILL, /«  338. 

Glendower,  Owen,  436. 

Glode,  Sir  Rich,  poftffes  May- 
field,  105;  Perry-court,  in 
Orpington,  a.  570. 

Gloucefter,  Richard  de  Clare, 
earl  of,  497. 

Glover’s,  56. 

Goddard,  Auften,  173. 

Godden,  Robert,  462. 

Goddington  manor,  in  Chels- 
field, 89,  413. 

Goldfmith’s,  account  of,  272, 
275,  310. 

Goldwell’sof  Bexley,  167,  168. 

Gooday’s,  81,  93. 

Gore,  a feat  m Darent,  369. 

Gorfyn,  William,  270. 

Gofpel  Society,  in  New  Eng- 
land, pojfefs  Suffolk  - place- 
farm  in  Pliimfted,  2x6. 

Gofnold,  Robert,  462. 

Goffage,  John,  203. 

Gould,  Sir  Charlei,  300. 

Gouge,  family  of,  298. 

Grandxson’s,  alias  IVilming^ 
ton  manor,-  332. 

Grandifon’s,  47,  86,  91,  106, 
332.,  446,  465. 

Gianntfon.  See  Grandifon. 

Green,  William,  prefent  wear  of 
Bexley,  183. 

Green,  John,  Icffee  of  Elthan; 
reftory,  a.  562. 

Grene’s,  213;  Sir  William,  ba- 
ronet, 216. 

Greenflrect green  hamlet,  ii'.Cheif- 
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tield,  84;  A.  569;  hamlet  in 
Daient,  373>  37>>  3^'" 
G>'ee Hjireet , hundred  of,  48?. 
Ctreenhith  hamlet  in  S-wivif- 
c'lmbe,  400. 

Greeiititich  parijh,  a.  c;55. 
Greenwood’s,  113,  123. 
('n-etcnerfcc.  See  Greenhith. 
(irey  of  Ruthin,  Reginald,  lopd, 
^ 4.\S»  45^' 

Griffith,  Sir  John,  258. 
Grimftones,  baronets,  503. 
Grote,  George,  efq,  of  Beck- 
enham, SHERIFF,  A.  553. 
Groveherft,  520. 

(junpowder,  maniifaelory  of, 
309. 

Gwydir,  Peter  Burrell,  lord, 
foJeJTes  d.  feat,  30,  and  other 
houfesin  Beckenham,  a.  566. 
Gyfe's,  335,  357. 

H. 

Hackett’s,  499. 

Hackstaple,  in  Sutton,  339. 
Haddenham,  Jeffry,  373. 
Haddon’s,  90,  uz,  123,  124, 

352., 

Hagelei.  See  Hawley. 

Halgell.  See  Hawley. 

Hali  Sawters.  See  Hawlex’. 
JIJai-yweel,  alias  Hodjoll  ma~ 
nor,  in  Alb,  467. 

Halywell  nunnery  inShoreditch, 
467. 

HalL'PIace,  in  Bexley,  173. 
Hamond,  John,  52. 
Handloe’s,i87. 

Hanger’s,  504,  517,  520. 
Hanging-u:ood,  in  Charlton,  a. 
C'iy- 

Kare.res,  415. 

Haroy,  lady,  rejides  at  Sidciip, 

Harenc,  Benj.  jiojfejfe:  lands  in 
Root’s  Cray,  137;  Root’s 
Cray  piace,  138;  a.  570. 


DEX. 

Harman’s,  279.  r • 

iIarris,james,y/^5^/Godding- 
ton  manor  in  Chelsfield,  90  ; 
71iomas,  360,  365  ; Rev. 
Mr.  A 539. 
flarrifon,  John,  24. 
Harrington,  Mr.  393 ; Aaron, 
435- 

Hart,  family  of,  30,  100,  104, 
106, 121,  124,  358,418,  529, 
530,  532»  533.  535.538,  S49» 

551  ; account  of,  543. 

Hae  TLEV,  fiarijh  of,  452;  a. 

577. 

Harvey’s,  372, 

Halkins,  Charles,  30. 

Haftings,  355,  375,  407,  454. 
Hatchfield,  Great,  in  Lee,  a.  563. 
Haw'kefworth,  Dr.  a.  567. 
Hawkins,  Sir  John,  203. 
Haw-ley  hamlet  and  manor,  in 
Sutton,  345,  353. 

Haws,  Mr.  256. 

Hawte,  Edward,  258. 

Ha  YES,  Jiarijhef,  22  j a.  568. 
Hayes’s,  401;  Bonliam,  415; 

A.  576  ; James,  a.  557. 
Hayley,  George,  248. 

Hay  ward,  Rowland,  3525  John, 
374- 

Haywood’s,  a.  562. 

Head’s,  baronets,  415;  a.  576. 
Heathcote,  Thomas,  prefent  rctlor 
of  Stone,  399. 

Heather,  William,  166. 

Hedges,  William,  245,  259. 
EIelles  hamlet  of  St.  flarga’Ct' s 
in  Darent,  373;  chapel  of  , 3 7 1 , 
381. 

Hells,  family  of,  373;  345, 
Hengift,  king  of  Kent,  265. 
Henley,  Mrs.  Mary,  pojfffei 
Stanhara, in  Hartford, a. 5 74. 
Henry  VIII.  his  progrefs  into 
Kent,  229. 

Herdfon’s,  33,  34;  Henry,  420. 
Heuing-hill  in  Rritk,  247. 
H^Tmenffhorpe,  John,  485. 

Hemitage, 
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Htrmitiige,  ia  Plumfted,  a 17. 
Heron’s,  130,  137;  Sir  VV^m. 
63:  Sir  Ctiriilopher,  334.; 
x\lr.  393. 

Hefilt,  William,  321. 
Hetherington’s,  150,  157,  16 1; 
A.  571. 

Hevek  ni(inoi\  in  KingfdovM^ 
4S0,  490. 

Hever,  family  of,  480,  481. 

He  w it’s  manor,  in  Chehfield,  90; 
fartn,  gi. 

Hey  don’s,  23,  41,  43  ; a.  569. 
Hev'wood’s,  a.  561.. 

Hi  GHLANDS  manor  in  Sutton, 

357- 

Highstreet-house,  in  Bex- 
ley, 16-j. 

Higham,  dairy  farm  in,  413. 
High  Elms  farm,  in  Downe,  54. 
Hill’s  of  Sutton,  account  of,  347, 

3U,  367. 

Hiltelbury,  manor  of,  533. 
Hyndford,  earl  of,  account  of, 
273,  274,  280,  416. 
Hippilley,  Sir  John,  254. 
Hoare,Hen.  a.  562;  Mrs.  ref  des 
at  Beckenham,  a.  566. 
Hobbes,  family  of,  575. 
Hockenden  manor,  in  St. Mary 
Cray,  119. 

Hodges,  Nathaniel,  affignees  of, 
f^efs  a feat  in  Darent,  368. 
Hodgfon,  Jaynes,  frefeyit  redor  of 
Kef  on,  46. 

Hodjoll-freet  hamlet  in  Afli,  463  ; 
A,  577. 

Hodfoll,  family  of,  account  of, 
468,  12 1,  124,  467,  472;  A. 
37^3  Edward,  a.  568. 
Hodfoll,  Mrs.  Matilda,  JiofeJfes 
1 own-court,  in  Chelilhurft, 
16  ; a feat  in  St.  Mary  Cray, 
113;  Q'rvdctlts  fiofefis  South 
Afli  manor,  468  ; Cheplkd, 
in  Kingfdown,  483. 

Holker’s,  aocount  of,  1 76. 
Holland’s,  357. 
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Holly-hill  a Jeat  in  Erith,  228. 

Hollwoo  D-HOUSE,  a feat  in 
Ke/hn,  •,  A.  569. 

Elollis,  Thomas,  347. 

Homewood,  Edward,  fiofefet 
Kirkby  court  in  Horton,  500, 

Hook-elace  in  Southfieet,  435, 
422. 

Hook-green  hamlet,  in  Wilming* 
ton,  331. 

Horniby’s,  500. 

Hornfcrofs  hamlet,  in  Stone,  384. 

Horsman’s-flace,  in  Dart’‘ 
ford,  31 1, 

Hort  ON  Kirkby,  fatl/h  of 

494- 

Hofpitallers  Knights,  345.  See 
alfo  St.  John’s. 

Howard,  John  Stafford,  336, 

Howbery  manor,  in  Cray" 

ford,  ZTJ-,  A. 

Howe,  William,  395. 

Huddylliole’s.  See  Hodfoll’s. 

Hiidfon’s,  41  3. 

Hulks,  the,  at  Woolwich,  a.  561. 

Hull,  Chriftopher,  139. 

Hulfe’s,  account  of,  3 1 3,  338; 
A.  575. 

Hunt,  Edmund,  336. 

Huntingfield'S,  account  of,  31, 
42. 

Hulfey,  William,  243. 

r.  .1. 

Jacobs,  haronets,  303. 

Jacket's  court  in  Horth  Crctv,  l 34. 

James’s,  baronets,  of  Eltiiaiw,  a. 

Idley  farm,  in  Ajh,  463. 

Jenny,  of  Norfolk,  489. 

Jerfey,  earl  of,  vilcoimt  Vil^ 
liers  of  Dartford,  333. 

Ingress,  in  Sioanfcombe,  415} 
A.  576. 

Innocent,  John,  a.  567. 

Invven,  i'homas,  a.  366. 

Johnfon,  Theodore,  248., 

Jones, 
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Jones.  Col.  Richard  Steyning, 
pojjijfes  a feat  in  Eaft  Witk- 
h.un,  185. 

Junes,  Inigo,  a.  560. 

Jofclyn,  Sir  Robert,  216.  ' 

Joy  dens  ivood  in.  North  Cray,  157; 
in  Wilmington,  331. 

Iron-mills,  265,  289;  manu- 
fadure,  a,  (157, 

Illcy’s,  515,  5'i9,  521. 

K. 

Kempe’s,  334,  31;  7. 

Kent,  earls  of,  3,  296,  408. 

Kent-hou/e,  in  Beckenhatn,  a.  565. 

Keston, Jiarijh  of,  37  ; a.  569. 

Kevington,  in  St.  Mary  Cray, 
I17. 

Keyt’s,  baronets,  394. 

Kilburne,  priory  of,  75. 

Killam,  William,  247. 

Killingworth’s,  393. 

Ki  NGSDOWN,  /!<7;vy/; 

A.  577. 

Kipling  Henry,  patron  of  Plum- 
Red  reftory,  225. 

Kipling,  Hmry,  prefent  re^ior  of 
Pltunfed,  227. 

K I K K B Y- c o u II T Horton, ±qQ. 

Kirkby’s,  448,  496. 

Kirke,  Jofeph,  a.  559. 

Kechyngrove,  in  Paul's  Cray,  130. 

King,  Edward,  efq.  refidcs  at 
Beckenham,  a.  566. 

Knockholt,  in  Sieanfcombe,  401. 

Know’s,  71. 

L. 

Eadbroke,  Sir  Robert,  156. 

Lageham,  in  Pennuirft,  345. 

Eamaby.  See  Lamienby. 

Eambard,  Multon,/o^^j  Rij. 
ley  manor  and  advowfon, 
461,462;  Afli  manor  and 
Haliwell,  alias  Hodfoll  ma- 
nor, 46  7 ; Scotgrove  in  Afti, 


471  ; and  advowfon  of  rec- 
tory, 473. 

Latnbard,  Thomas,  prefent  rellor 
of  Ajh,  474. 

Lambard’s  hofpital,  in  Green- 
wich, A.  558. 

Lambton,  Mr.  a.  559. 

Lambeth,  manor  of,  371,  378. 

Lamienby,  in  Bexley,  168. 

Lambyn,  Thomas,  215. 

Lancafter,  earls  and  dukes  of, 
46. 

Lancafter,  duchy  of,  account  of^ 
48,  1 13,  126,  468. 

Lane’s,  375,  506. 

Langhorne,  Sir  Wm.  a.  560. 

Langley , houfe  of  friars  at,  306. 

Langworth’s,  338;  a.  574,  575. 

Latham,  Thomas,  poffejfes  Bex- 
ley parfonage,  182;  Dr.  John, 
F.  R.S. 

Latimer’s,  46S. 

Lawley’s,  baronets,  394. 

Leaves-green,  in  Kefton,  37;  in 
Cowdliarn,  60. 

Lee, parijh  of,  a.  562,  563. 

Lee,  William,  efq.  368,  369,' 

377.  378. 

Leafon-heath,  in  Eriih,  228, 

Leicefter,  Sarah,  countefs  of, 

347»  349^469- 

Leiceiter,  Thomas  Coke,  earJ 
of,  480,  481,  483,  487. 

Leigh’s  of  Addington,  account 
of,  197,  185  ; of  Hawley,  ac- 
count of,  199,  356,  131'  166, 

Leigh,  Richard,  fergeant  at  law, 
314;  Francis,  374;  John,  a. 

564- 

Leigh,  Richard, of  Bexley 
manor,  166  ; Horfe- 

man’s- place,  in  Dartford, 
314;  relides  at  Wilmington, 
A.  575  ; Nivi.  pojfejpes  Haw- 
ley-houfe,  in  Sutton,  356. 

Lejay,  Michael,  169. 

Leman,  Sir  John,  155,  254. 

Lennafd’j 


ind: 

Leonard’s  of  Weft  Wickham, 
accQunt  of,  33,  35,  23,  43» 
532;  A.  569. 

Lennard’s  of  Che%'enmg,  ac- 
count  of,  66,  70,  92. 

Lksnes  manor,  Erith, 

231. 

Lefaes  abbey,  account  of,  249  ; 
A.  572.  , . 

Lelaes,  abbot  and  convent  of, 
15,  217,  233,  311,  315,  441. 

Lethieullier’s,  account  of,  350, 
335»  35^»  361.;  A.  564. 

Levett,  VV^miam,4i5  ; a.  576. 

Lewis,  Marmaduke , jtrefent  reftor 
of  Lullmflone,  552. 

Levvifliam  manor,  358  ; fiarifli 
of,  A.  563. 

Lewifliam,  lord  vifeount,  rejides 
at  Hayes-place,  26. 

Lewknor’s,  471. 

Leyborne’s,  459,  461. 

Lidgbird’s,  224. 

Lill,  Rev.  Dr.  415. 

Lime  trees,  the  firft  in  England, 

309- 

Linckhill,  borough  of,  2. 

Lifley,  Sir  Thomas,  270. 

Littlebrook  manor,  in  Stone, 

. 386,  388. 

Little  Hoo,  alias  Hoobery,  in 
Crayford,  277. 

Litelai,  hundred  of,  184. 

Little  and  Lesnes,  hundred 
fy  184. 

Littlemote  manor,  in  Ejns~ 

A^.,533- 

Lodowick,  Mr.  244. 

Lomax,  Joftiua,  217. 

London,  mayor  and  common- 
alty oi,pojfefs  Crofton  manor 
in  Orpington,  103 ; Lefnes 
and  Fants  manors,  and  Lef- 
nes abbey,  256. 

Long,  John,  D.  D.Jirefent  veil  or 
of  Cite] sfield,  97. 

LoNGFiELD,yiar?/7i  5/’,  440 ; a. 
’5'77-’ 

• - « 4, * • 
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Lovelace’s,  account  of,  478,  414, 
481,  482,  486,  487,  490. 

Lovell’s,  account  of,  188. 

Lothian,  marquis  of,  a.  559. 

Lownds,  William,  390. 

Lovvth,  Rev.  William,  A.  565. 

L.  S.  M.  meaning  of,  511. 

Lucas,  John,  400;  Thomas,  a. 
563. 

Lucy’s,  179  ; Richard  de,  231, 
249,  254,  260. 

Luda,  Thomas  de,  31 1. 

LuLLINGSTONEjyjflri/ig/*,  539, 
540.  _ ^ 

Lullingstane ,parifi of,  5 46. 

Lufliington,  William,  refdes  at 
Camden-place,  in  Cheiil- 
hurft,  a.  568. 

Luxford’s,  23  ; a.  568. 

. M. 

Maddocks,  Mrs. Mount 
Mafcall,  156;  John  polTelfes 
Vale  Mafcall,  in  North  Cray, 
ibid.  Holly-hill  in  Erich,  2287 
A.  572. 

Malhard  Henry,  374. 

Malines,  Mr.  395. 

Malmains,  Nicholas,  446;  John 
de,  485. 

Maminot’s,  account  of , ()\,  42, 
'69,  72,  75. 

Maniford’s,  395. 

Manning’s,  account  of,  55,  57, 
73,  1 1 7,  122,  393;  Charles, 
320,  322. 

Manfel,  Robert,  273. 

Maplescombe  manor  in Kingf^ 
down,  483. 

March, Mortimers, earls  of,  236. 

Mares -place,  in  Covjdham,  74- 

Mares,  John  de,  114. 

Marler’s,  280,  281. 

Marshall’s-couet,  in  Cray^ 
ford,  275 ; A.  573. 

Marflial,  John,  281 ; Edmund 
prefect  re^or of  Faiokham, 

Marfhes, 
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Marll  les,  by  the  river  Thames, 
(iccount  of,  2iy,  257. 

Marfliam,  Sir  Robert,  273. 

Martin’s,  321,  482. 

Martin’s  of  Franks,  500,  520. 

Martin,  John,  refides  at  Bur- 
wafli-coiirt,  in  Plumfted,2i4. 

Maffingbeard’s,  395. 

Maud,  James,  89. 

Maxfield,  James  Primrofe,  fiof- 
Tubbenden,  in  Farnbo- 
rough,  52. 

May-Jlnet,  in  Crayford,  279. 

Mayfield-place  manor,  in 
Orpington,  103. 

Mayo’s,  356. 

Medley,  George,  heirs  of,  poj- 
fefs  the  Clock'houfe  in  Da- 
rent,  368. 

Meetkirk,  Adolphus,  95. 

Mendes,  Mofes,  415. 

Mereworth,  John  de,  485. 

Meriel’s,  415,  417. 

Mervin,  Richard,  23,  33,  43. 

Michel’s  of  Richmond,  account 

. of,  210,  448,  450,  498. 

Mile Jione,  Roman,  423. 

ISUlton-Jlreet  hatnlct,  in  Siuanf- 
covibe,  401. 

Mihvard  Thomas,  298. 

Milner,  Charles,  refides  atFar- 
ningham,  520. 

Minlliaw,  Charles  Stewart,/^ 
fcjfes  Foot’s  Cray  manor,  1 3 7. 

Miracle,  dory  of  one  at  Stone, 
386; 

Moile,  Sir  Thomas,  334,  357. 

Montchenfie,  account  of,  405, 
420,  453. 

Moore,  Thomas,  Jirefent  reSlor  of 
Foot's  Cray,  141 ; of  'idorth 
Cray,  162. 

Morden,  Sir  John,  a.  557. 

Morgan,  Sir  Charles,  fojfeffes 
Dartford  manor,  300 ; Tem- 
ple manor,  303 ; Dartford 
priory,  307. 

Morgan,  574.  . 


Morley,  Henry  Lovel,  lord, 191. 

Morriibn,  general,  562. 

Mors  Marina  (a  fifh)  taken  at 
Erith,  230. 

Mortimer’s,  account  of,  235, 
375,410,477. 

Mottingham,  hamlet  or,  19. 

Motley,  Thomas,  331. 

Mountague,  Mr.  a.  557. 

MountMascall,  in  N.  Crc^, 
154;  A.  571. 

Mount  Pleasant,  in  Bexley, 
176;  A.  572. 

Mount  Pleafant  in  Wilmington, 
330. 

Mumford,  Mrs.yio^^r  Sutton- 
place,  353. 

Mumford,  ] ohn,  ^lofejfes  Gran- 
difon’s,  aliasWilmington  ma- 
nor, 335;  Rowe  hill  manor, 
336;  the  manfion  of  St.John’s 
in  Sutton,  348  ; Sutton  ma- 
nor, 351 ; Highlands  manor, 
in  Sutton,  358. 

Mumford,  Wm.  lejfee  of  Stan- 
hill  tithes,  in  Wilmington, 
342  ; jiojfejfes  St.  John’s  ma- 
nor, in  Sutton,  348  ; lejee  of 
Sutton  parfonage,  365. 

Mumford,  William  and  John, 
JioJfefs  quit  rents  in  Afli,  469, 

Mynors,  Robert,  300. 

N, 

Narborough,  James,  129, 

Naflau,  Robert,  156. 

Naylor,  Mr.  a.  562. 

Nero,  coin  of,  402. 

Nelbit,  ]o\in,  f of  ejfes  a feat  in 
Weft  Wickham,  37;  Ar- 
nold, 30. 

NevilPs,  240,  486. 

Newell,  in  Orpington,  97, 

Newnham,  mt.poffefes  a feat 
at  Southborough,  a.  567. 

Newbtry,  in  Craf  ord,  a.  574. 

No  CKH0LT,/n7n/7i  of,  78. 

Norfolk, 
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Norfolk,  Howards  dukes  of,  Ofpringe,  manor  of,  1 1 5. 


191. 

Norfolk  college,  in  Greenwich, 

A.  558. 

Northampton,  Sohun,  earl  of, 
2355  477- 

North,  Sir  Edward,  462. 
North-court,  in  Kingsdown, 
476, 

North  Ckky,  JtanJJiof^  141  ; 
A.  571. 

'N or thend  hamlet  in  Crayford,  264. 
Northfleet,  Roman Jiation  near, 
423. 

^Northumberland  heathy  264. 
Northumberland,  earls  of,  488. 
Norman  George,  lejfee  of  Brom- 
ley parfonage,  a.  567. 

No R s T E D manor  in  Chelsjield^c)  i . 
Norton’s,  88,  94,  489. 
Northwood’s,  277,  332,  390, 
3?4- 

NoviomaguS)  Roman  Jiation  of ^ 39, 
267. 

o. 

Ockholt  manor.  See  Shelleys. 
OcKMERE,  St.  Mary  Lyng 
manor ^ in  St.  Mary  Cray,  1 14. 
Oldcaftle,  Sir  John,  433. 
Oldcourt  house,  in  Cotvd- 
ham,  60. 

Oldner,  Richard,  57. 

Oliffe,  Sir  John,  185,  196. 
Oliver’s,  alias  Quintin’s,  79. 
Oliver,  Edtvard,  jirejhit  rcHor  of 
Svoanjcombe,  421. 

Onflow’s,  1 19,  123. 
Orkesden  manor,  in  Eynsford, 


Oxford,  All  Souls  college  in, 
jiatrons  of  Chelsfield  rectory, 

95- 

Oxford,  Queen’s  college  in, 
feffes  Plumfted  manor,  21 1; 
Horton  manor  and  caftle, 
499- 

Oxford,  cardinals  college  in, 
3'5- 

Oxford,  hiftorical  profelTorfliip 
founded  in,  13,  165. 

P. 

Page,  Sir  Gregory,  a.  558. 
Palmer’s,  56. 

Paper  mamfaBories,  289,  309. 
Parker’s,  i 72,  395. 

Parfons,  William,  the  celebrated 
comedian,  A.  563. 

Patten-grove,  in  Orjiington,  a. 

57o» 

Patefhul’s,  144,  151. 

Pattifon,  General  James,  re- 
fdes  at  Blendon,  in  Bexley, 

172;  A.  572. 

Pattifon’s  of  Woolwich,  213. 
Paveley’s,  213. 

Paul’s  Cray  hill,  feat  oJ\ 
130,  125. 

Payne,  499. 

Pearch,  capt.  Richard,  43,  45. 
Peche  Joane,  233,  251. 

Peche  family,  account  of,  541, 
50,  104,  486,  548,  549,  550. 
Pembroke,  Valence,  earls  of, 
407,  454;  Haftings,  earls  of, 

455- 

Pencombe,  Henry,  464. 


53 1.  ..... 

Orme,  David,  M.  D.  Penhale,  Emma,  45^’  4^' 

Lamienby  in  Bc-xley,  169.  Penfliurft,  Ralph  de,  345- 

Orpington, 97;  a. 

5^9- 

Orpington,  Great,  manor  of, 

22,  54. 

Orpington,  reftor  of,  patron  of 


Percival,^  Samuel,  357,  362. 
Percy  family,  account  of,  144, 
146,  159. 

Perers,  Alice,  304. 

Perkins’s,  137. 


Hayes  reaory,  28 ; of  Downe  Perry-fireet  hamlet,  tn  Lrayford, 
parfonage,  58.  ^ 264;  Hall, inOrpington,A. 5 70. 

vot.  n. 
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Perry’s,  330,  3385  a.  575. 
Petham-place,  in  Farming- 
ham^  5a I. 

Petham-court,  in  Eynsford^ 
533»  S®*-. 

Petham,  William,  5zi,  523. 
Petit,  Clement,  321. 

Petle  y’s-place, 54. 
Petley,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  jiojfejfes 
Hewitt’s  manor,in  Cheisfieid, 
T,  91* 

Petley ’s,  atcount  of,  57>  9»» 
■ 50,  54.  79..131.  374- 
Petrie,  Sir  William,  account  of 
428. 

Petrie  family,  a.  565. 

Pett’s,  489. 

Peverel,  Jeffry  de,  114. 
Peyforer's,  540. 

Philip,  Sir  Erafmus,  298. 

Pic  iliurf  manor^  in  Hayes^  22  ; 

A.  56S. 

Picker  day,  in  Erkh,  228. 

Piggot,  Grenade,  176. 

Pigou  and  Andrews,  yfeo^^  Big- 
nor’s  manor  and  gunpowder 
mills  in  Hartford,  309. 

Pike,  Mr.  309. 

Pin  DEN  hamlet,  in  Horton,  504, 

.494-  , . 

Pitcairn,  Dr.  David,  rfdes  at 
Hackftaple,  in  Sutton,  359. 
Pitt,  Right  Hon.  William,  pof- 
fejfes  Holwood-houfe  in  Kef- 
ton,  44,  26. 

Pitt’s,  account  if,  24. 

Pix’s,  276. 

Place.green,  ht  Cheflhurft,  2; 

Houfe,  in  Leioijham,  a.  564. 
Plantagenet,  Margaret,  533. 
Pleyer,  William,  Itffee  of  Stan- 
hill  manor  in  Wilmington, 
336. 

Plume,  Dr.  Thomas,  391,  39^^ 
442.  443- 

Plume,  Dr.  Thomas,  truftees 
Qi,poJfefs  Stone  caftle,  391. 
Plumsted,  harijh  f 203. 


Plummer,  Thomas, 

cltatein  Wilmington,  a.  575. 
Pocock,  Capt.  37. 

Pole  manor,  ;«  432. 

account  of , 333. 

Polfted’s,  74. 

Polhill’s,  499. 

Port,  family  of,  268,  3 54,  464. 
Portbridge,  alias  Bignors.  See 
alfo  Bignors. 

Potts,  Cuthbert,yS!0(;/^i  High- 
ftreet  houfe,  168,  and  Bourne 
place,  in  Bexley^  177. 

Potter,  Thomas,  Little- 

brook,  in  Stone,  390. 

Powel,  David,  liofc^es  Alchar- 
din  manor,  in  Swanfeombe, 
415;  A.  576. 

Powel,David,74£^^i  Reynold’s 
place,  in  Horton,  504. 

Powis,  Hon,  Mrs.  rfides  at 
High-ftreet  houfe,  in  Bexley, 
168. 

Powlet,  Rev.  Mr.  lejfee  of  Weft- 
combe,  in  Greenwich,  a. 

558. 

Pouiter’s,  account  f,  335. 
Poyning’s,  87,  89,  106,  144, 

150.  iSL  ^52.  159.270.  446, 

466. 

Pratt,  Eev.  Mr,  frefent  vicar  f 
Orjiington,  112. 

Pratt’s,  14. 

Puckletongue,  361. 

Pulloccil,  Sir  Thomas,  139. 
Pulteney’s,  130,  215. 

Pilley,  Hon,  Wm.  B.  foJfe£es 
Gilton-hill,  in  Sutton,  359; 
Fawkham  manor,  447. 

Q. 

Quintin,  alias  Oliver,  79, 
Quilter,  William,  105. 

R. 

Randall,  jmjfffcs  Bafton- 
court,  in  Hayes,  23  ; a.  568. 

Randyll, 
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Randyll  Vincent,  337,  347, 

34».  3+9- 

Radnor,  Wm.  Bouvene,  earl 

of,  3S9»  447- 

Raik.es,  Tho.  rejides  at  Bromley, 
A.  567. 

Read,  Sir  Robert,  103. 

Rajhlet^h^  Peter^  prefeni  reBor  of 
Southfteety  440;  a.  577. 

Ravenibourne  river,  fource  of, 

Raymond  Jones,  a.  566. 

Raynes,  Sir  Richard,  a.  5158. 

Reynold’s-flace,  in  Horton^ 
502. 

Reynold  Smiths^  hamlet  of  in  St. 
Mary  A.  IJ70. 

Reynolds,  Mr.  refdes  at  South- 
borough,  in  Bromley,  a. 567. 

Richmond,  Margaret,  countefs 
of,  6. 

Richmond’s  lands,  alias  Dart- 
ford  manor,  6,  298. 

Ridley,  parijh  of  458;  a. 

.577- 

Rikhill’s,  460. 

Robinfon,  Robert,  357. 

Rocherter,  bifliop  of,  387,426, 
44S»  505- 

Rochefter,  Dr.  Thomas,  bifhop 
of,  54- 

Rochefter,  bifhop  of,  patron  of 
Chefilhurft  reftory,  19;  pof 
fejfes  the  parfonage  of  Dart- 
ford,  323  ; patron  of  Dartford 
vicarage,  ibid,  pojjejfes  Stone 
manor,  388  ; patron  f Stone 
recfory,  398  ; of  Southfleet 
re<ftory,  437;  and  of  Long- 
field,  re<ftory,  443. 

Rochefter,  dean  and  chapter  of 
pofefs  the  tithes  of  Motting- 
ham,  19,20;  Stanhill  manor 
in  Wilmington,  336;  Wil- 
mington parfonage,  340  ; 
Stanhill  tithes,  341 ; patrons  of 
Wilmington  vicarage,  342  ; 
of  Sutton,  363;  poff^s  Sutton 
parfonage,  ih>^  Darent  manor, 

c a 


3 72,  and  parfonage,  380  ; pa- 
trons of  Darent  vicarage,  ib. 
pojfefs  the  tithes  of  Pole  ma- 
nor, in  Southfleet,  435. 

Rochefter,  dean  and  chapter  of, 
428. 

Rochefter, archdeaconry  of,  441. 

Rochefter,  archdeacons  of,  pof 
fe/s  Longfield  manor,  442. 

Rochefter,  priory  of,  18,  76, 
323,  336,  339,  362,  369, 
378,  386,  425,  434,  437, 
441,  491 ; A.  565. 

Rochefter  bridge,  wardens,  &c. 
of,  417. 

Rochefter  caftle,  fcite  of,  412, 
413. 

Rochefter,  John,  a.  564. 

Roebuck,  Henry,  pojfefes  In* 
grefs  417. 

Roffey,  Nathaniel,  a.  568. 

Rokesley,  alias  Rjixley,  hun- 
dred of  I.  See  alfo  Ruxley. 

Rokefley’s,  account  of  143, 150* 
104,  I J 5,  1 36,  448,  486,  504, 
512. 

Rokefley’s  of  Lullingftone,54i, 
546,  548. 

Rokeby,  dame  Dorothy,  298. 

Rolt,  Thomas,  374. 

Roman  camp,  at  Kefton,  38. 

Roman  road,  267,  292,  384, 
402,  422. 

Roman  antiquities,  547, 

Romney,  Charles,  lejfee  of  Stone 
court  lodge,  388 ; pojfeffes 
Pole  manor,  p»  434 ; and  a 
moiety  of  Pole  farm,  ib.  lef- 
fee  of  Pole  tithing,  in  South- 
fleet,  435;  pojf^ts  Pethatn- 
court,  in  Eynstord,  534. 

Romney,  Robert,  lord,  273, 
280;  Henry  Sidney,  earl  oJ, 

, ^-SSS- 

Rondeau,  James,  91. 

Rooper’s.  See  Roper’s. 

Roos,  family  of,  477,  478. 

Roper,  Hon.  Harry,  415. 

Roper’s  of  Eltham,  5151  of 
Famingham, 
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Farningham,  505,  51",  518, 

521,523,525,535- 

Roper,  Mr.  of  Charlton,  a. 559. 

Ros’s,496,  505,  511,  513,  51S, 
540,  541 ; Lora  de,  206 ; 
William  de,  21 7 ; Anfchitill 
de,  373»  495- 

Rothele’s,  310,  375;  William, 
317,  322;  Roger,  359,  375. 

Rovvehill  manor,  in  Wilming- 
ton, 335. 

Rowe’s,  293,  489. 

Rucker,  J.  A.  a.  566. 

Rudftone’s,  498. 

Rufferth  chantry,  103. 

Ruxley  fiarijh,  141  ; manor,  142. 

Ruxley.  See  alfo  Rokefley. 

Rye-houfe,  in  Otford,  70. 

S. 

Sabine,  Jonathan,  hojfejj'es  the 
fcite  of  Place-houfe,  in  Lewi- 
fliam,  A.  564. 

Sadler,  Sir  Ralph,  253,  254. 

Salilbury,  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of, 
303,  306. 

Selton,  Alexander,  lord,  316. 

Sandbache,  Francis,  532. 

Sanderfon,Mary,yi5^?^j  South- 
fleet  manor,  432. 

Sanderfon’s,  baronets,  a.  557. 

Sandwich,  Ralph,  529. 

Sandy’s  of  Downe,  56. 

Saunders,  John,  firejent  vicar  of 
Farningham,  526. 

Savory’s,  460. 

Savoy  hofpital,  103. 

Saw  bridge’s,  171. 

Saxons  and  Britons,  battle  of, 
369. 

Say’s,  account  of,  62, 

Say  and  Sele.Twifleton’s,  lords, 
314. 

ScADBURY  manor,  in  Chefil- 
hurft,  7. 

Scott’s  of  Hayes,  24,  27. 

Scott,  William,  1 72  j lady  Ma- 
ry,  171. 


ScoTGROVE  manorinAJh,if<) 

Scroope’s,  account  of,  127,  33, 
43.  86,  304,  446,  465. 

Searle’s,  359,  362. 

Seeker,  Mrs.  jiojfejfes  part  of 
Place-houfe,  in  Lewifliam,  a. 
564. 

Scdcopp,  Thomas  de,  139. 

Sedgwick,  John,  395. 

Sedley’s,  account  of,  429,  435* 
437,  456,  460,  462. 

Sedley.  See  alfo  Sidley. 

Selby’s,  account  of,  448,  131; 
John,  374. 

Selby,  John  Brown,  poffjfes 
Pennis,  in  Fawkham,  449. 

Selwyn’s,  9 ; John,  172;  Wil- 
liam, I 76. 

Selyard,  434. 

Sen  j'Ling  manor,  in  St.  Mary 
Cray,  1 1 4. 

Sergifon,  Thomas,  120. 

Sewers,  commiflTiouers  of,  217, 
279. 

Shardelow's,  314. 

Shaw,  Sir  John,  bart.  a.  562. 

Shaw,  Rev  .John  Kenward,  43  5. 

Shells, f,  account  of,  385. 

Shelley’s  manor,  in  Nockholt, 
80. 

Shelley’s,  account  <f,  80,  51,  92, 
103,  173,  180. 

Sherard,  Dr.  a.  562. 

Shere-hall,  in  Wilmington,  330. 

Shrewlbury,  Elizabeth,  coun-. 
tefs  of,  242  ; Talbot’s,  earls 
of.  457- 

Shrewlbury,  earl  oi,pojfejfcs  a 
feat  on  Shooter’s-hill,  a.  562. 

Shooter’’ s-hill,  a.  562. 

Shorne,  428. 

Shottis  manor,  in  IFockholt,  80. 

Shovell,  Sir  Cloudefley,  account 
?/',  272,  265,  276,  278,  280, 
281,  282 ; A. 574. 

Sibill’s,  483,  521,  523,  527, 

533. 

SiDcup  hamlet,  in  Foot's  Cray, 
139. 

Sinims, 
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Simms,  Richard,  176, 

Siinplbti,  Baptift,  pojfejfes  Cot- 
ton manor,  in  Stone,  394  ; 
A.  576. 

Simpfon's,  in  Bromley,  A.  567. 
Shire’s,  416. 

Skegg’s,  9a,  93. 

Skinners  company,  in  London, 
349- 

Slanie,  lady  Margaret,  34. 
Smith,  James,  139. 

Smith’s  of  Foot’s  Cray,  138. 
Smith’s  of  Sutton,  account  of, 

334,  336,338,349*3Sa>  360, 

361,  376. 

Smith’s  of  Ingrefs,  416,  418. 
South  A SH,  manor  gF,  467. 
Southborough  hamlet,  in  Bromley, 

A.  5^7' 

Sou  TH COURT  manor,  in  Eytif- 
ford,  530.1 

South  Darent  hamlet,  in  Hor- 

373»  375»  494- 
Southend,  mill  at,  a.  564. 

SouTHFLEET,  parijh  of,  421, 

Southall,  alias  Ifoolivich  manor, 
A.  561. 

Southwark,  St.  Mary  O very’s 
priory  in,  217,  420. 
Sparrow’s,  168,  181. 

Spencer,  Hon.  Richard,  107, 
loS  ; Henry,  201. 

Spilman,  Sir  John,  165,  308, 
321. 

Spratt’s  bottom,  84. 

Squerie’s,  23,  32,  43. 

St.  Clere’s,  488,  530. 

St.  John’s  of  Jerufalem,  knights 
of,  302,  345,  354,  469,  473, 
468. 

St.  J ohn’s,  manor  of,  in  Sutton, 
365,  347- 

St.  John’s  of  Bafing,  account  of, 
269,  475. 

St.John’s,  Poynings,  lords, 2 70. 
St.  Margaret  Hilles  ham- 
let and  manor  in  Darent,  373, 
381  j chapel  of,  ib. 
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St.  Mary  Cray  par  ijh,  a.  570. 

St.  Paul,  eari  of,  295. 

St.  Thomas’s,  hofpital  of,  in 
London,  103. 

Stacey’s  of  Deptford,  361. 
Stampit,  chantry  of,  in  Dart- 
ford,  326,  376. 

Stangrave’s,  119. 

Stanham  hamlet,  in  DartforJ, 
316;  A.  574. 

St A'Hnii.L,  hamlet  of,  in  Ji'll- 
?uington,  331,  336;  tithes  of, 
339-  441- 

Stanhope’s,  113,  ri6. 

Stanley,  lord,  5,  297  ; Sir  Wil- 
liam, 332,  338. 

Star  Chamber,  famous  caufe  in, 

515- 

Stathan,  Nicholas,  346,  352. 
Steele’s,  169. 

Stewart,  Sir  John,  417. 
Stidolfe’s,  A.  564, 

Stockbery  manor,  277,  413. 
Stoke  manor,  427. 

Stonar’s  of  Oxfordfliire,  497, 
STONE,y/fl?i/i  gf,  384;  A.  576. 
Stone-castle,  390;  place, 

394-  . . 

Stone’s,  390. 

Stoneivood , hamlet  of,  384. 
Strabolgie,  David  de,  234. 
Strafford,  William  Wentworth, 
earl  of,  120. 

Stratford  abbey,  in  Effex,  253. 
Streatficld,  Tho.  poffejjes  Cowd- 
ham  manor,  68  ; Brampton, 
in  Nockholt,  80. 

Strode,  hofpital  of,  341. 
Stukeley,  Dr.  p.  255  ; a.  572. 
Stuart  (Atkens)  Mr.  a.  556. 
Styleman’s,  172;  John,  178, 
179. 

Style’s,  90. 

Suffolh-place-farm,  in  Plumfed, 
216. 

Suffolk,  Charles  Brandon,  duke 
of,  ib. 

Surry,  Howards,  earls  of,  192, 
333- 

Suff'ex, 


TXVI  INDEX. 


Suflex,  Thomas  Lennard,  earl 
of,  71. 

Sutton-at-Hone,  lath  op, 

I ; {larijh  of,  343 ; manor ^ 3485 
PLACE,  352. 

Swan’s,  348,  414,  417;  account 

435.  437- 

Szuan  mark,  grant  of,  317. 

SwANLEY  hamlet,  inSutton,  359. 

Sw  ANScoMBEj/yari/i  of,  399; 

A.  576. 

Sword  fhh,  one  taken,  230. 

Sydenham  manor,  in  Lewi/bam, 
A.  564. 

Sydney,  Thomas  Townfliend, 
vifcoiint,  [tofjeffes  Chefilhurft 
manor,  7;  Scadbury  manor, 
10;  Frognall,  feat  of,  ibid. 
Paul’s  Cray  manor,  130;  pa- 
tron of  re£tory,  134;  of 
Bexley  vicarage,  1825  account 
of  him,  12. 

S vines,  John,  refdes  at  New- 
bery,  in  Crayford,  275. 

Symons,  John,  Jtrefent  re^or  of 
Paul's  Cray,  134. 


T. 

Talbot’s,  account  of,  409,  128, 

4H.  457- 

Talbot,  John,  lejfee  of  Stone- 
caftle,  391. 

Tang-court,  in  Cheflhurjl,  217. 

Talh’s,  156. 

lalker,  John,  pojfejfes  a feat  in 
Wilmington,  329. 

Talker,  lS\x%. liojfeffes  Franks,  in 
Horton,  502 ; Horton  par- 
.fonage,  508 ; laiuis  in  Farn- 
ingham,  §21. 

Tatterfall,  John,  89. 

Taylor’s  of  Darent,  368,  378. 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Urfula,  443. 

Temple  matur,  inDartfoo  d,  301. 

Templars,  knights,  301. 

T emplar,  Janjes,  at  Bex- 
ley, A. 572. 


Tench’s,  baronets,  105,  532. 

Teynham,  Henry,  lord,  415. 

Thomas,  Dr.  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  A.  567. 

Thornhill,  Sir  James,  a.  556. 

Thorpe’s  of  Bexley,  account  of, 
167,  177,  181. 

Thorpe,  Dr.  402,  424. 

Thynne,  Sir  John,  262  j Wil- 
liam, 316. 

Tibetot’s,  478. 

Till,  John,  firefent  reflor  of  Hayes, 
28 ; A.  569. 

Tolfon,  Lancelot,  394. 

Tong-court.  See  Town-court. 

Tooke’s  of  Dartford,  310,  321. 

Torpel,  Mabella  de,  470. 

T0WN-COUP.T  farm,  in  Chefil- 
hurft, 15;  A.  568. 

Townfliend  family,  account  of, 
9,  12,  18,  129,  130,  133. 

Townfliend,  Charles,  jioffejfes  a 
feat  in  Chefilhurft,  16;  Ed- 
ward, 137. 

Tower-hill,  abbot  and  convent 
of,  460,  461. 

Towfe’s,  176. 

■Toxophilites,  or  bowmen,  corps 
of,  291. 

Traylie’s,  130,  133. 

Trenchfield’s,  121. 

Trimmer,  Mr.  refides  at  Woollet 
hall,  in  North  Cray,  142. 

Trinity  priory,  in  London,  181, 
260. 

Trinity,  corporation  of,  account 
A.  554. 

Trowmer's,  a feat  in  Downe,  54. 

TrundleDowne,  in  Darent,  369. 

Tryon’s,  12,  17,  395;  James, 
A.  565. 

Tubbendek’s,  a feat  in  Farn- 
borough,  50. 

Tuckey,  William, Stone 
place,  395. 

Twifleton  family,  account  of, 

3J2.  3^2,  319.  3*9- 

Tvyitham,  Nicholas  dc',  301, 

345* 


Kagniaca, 
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V.  u. 

ya^niacat  Roman  Ration  of, 
423- 

Vale  M A s c A L L,  /«  J^ortli  Cray, 
156. 

Valence’s,  405,  454. 

Valoins,  William  de,  484. 

Van,  Mr.  300.  ^ 

Vanhagen,  Fr.  ItoJJeJfes  Bramp- 
ton hall,  in  Bexley,  173. 

Vanheythufan,  G.  L.  jiojfejjes  a 
feat  in  St.  Mary  Cray,  115. 

Vanacker’s,  account  j/",  244, 259. 

Vaughan’s,  136,  140 j William, 
308,  318. 

Vaux’s,  64,213. 

Vere,  Hugh  de,  406,  454. 

Vernetti,  Mr.  310. 

Vernon,  James  Gladhill, 
fejfes  Downe  court, manor,  56. 

Viliiers,vifcounts  Hartford, 293. 

Umphrey,  Finch,  131,  374. 

V'ortimer,  king  of  Britain,  369. 

Urban,  John,  436,  456,  481. 

Uvedall’s,  alias  Udall’s,  92. 

W. 

Waklin's,  in  PauVs  Cray,  1 3 1 . 

VV  alden’s  manor,  in  St.  Mary 
Cray,  121. 

Walden,  family  of,  in  Erith, 
258,  259  ; Sir  Richard,  242, 
376. 

Waldo,  Sir  Timothy,  368. 

Wales,  princefs  of,  a.  559. 

W'aleys,  Walter,  74;  Auguf- 
tine,  559. 

Waller,  Qharlts,  pojfejfes  a feat 
in  Weft  Wickham,  30. 

Waller’s  of  Beaconsfield,  129. 

Wallraven’s,  a.  568. 

W''allys,  Auguftine,  107. 

Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas,  25, 
50;  Capt.  Galfridus,  a.  558. 

Walfingham  family,  of  Cltelil- 
hurft,  account  of , 7,6,  15,  18, 
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88,  130,  133,  137,  138,  393, 
498,  499. 

W liter,  Philip,  ptrefent  rellor  of 
Crayford,  285. 

Walter’s  of  Fawkham,  448,449, 
45o»  457.  47>- 

Wantfuin,  F.  in  Bexley,  164; 
A.  572. 

Ward,  Edward  Ytr non, pojfejffet 
the  Gore,  in  Darent,  569. 

Ward’s,  lef  'ees  of  Littlebrooke, 
390 ; Ambrofe,  450. 

W'^arner’s,  137. 

Warner,  Jofeph,  pojjcffes  a feat 
at  Southend,  in  Eitham,  a. 
562. 

Warren’s,  173;  Dr.  a.  560. 

Warwick  family,  account  f,  11, 
17,  20. 

W^arwick,  Richard  Nevlil,  earl 
of,  332. 

Wat  Tyler’s  rebellion,  290. 

Watkin’s,  William,  11. 

Watlande.  See  Woodland. 

Watton’s,  459. 

Webbe,  Nathaniel,  335,  336, 
3SU  352- 

Weaver,  John,  377. 

Weldon’s  of  Swanfcombe,  at' 
count  of,  41 1,  400,  418,  419. 

Welling,  hamlet  of,  163,  185, 

Wentworth,  Roger,  478 ; Tho- 
mas, lord,  498. 

Weft,  Gilbert,  a.  569. 

Weftedfarm,in  Eynsford,  527. 

Weftminfter,  abbey  of,  214, 
249. 

Wejlon-crcfs  hamlet,  in  Sivanf 
combe,  401. 

Weftwood,  in  Erith,  250 

Weftwood-abby.  See  Lefnes. 

W zjl  Wickham,  par  y/t  of,  a.  569. 

WestYoke/wWc/,  tn  Ajh,if'y. 

Wheatly,  W'm.  pojfefjes  Erith 
manor,  246  ; a.  572. 

Wheatley’s,  243,  259. 

White,  James,  prejent  vicar  of 
Erith,  263. 


Whitmore, 
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WliUmore  Georse  and  Tho-  Wolriche,  lady,  92. 
mas,  6;’  refides  at 

Weft  Wickham,  30/  Wood,  d.a:  4t-Wood,  480, 

Wibourn.Robertde,  loi.  , ,/,o 

Wickham,  West,  paujb  of,  J GmW^, 

Wickham,  East,  Jiari/h  of,  51^* 


184. 

Wickham’s  of  Garfington,  a. 

554- 

Williams,  Tho./?/^^ja  houfe 
in  South  Darent,  494;/^t>'o« 
of  Horton  vicarage,  314,  508. 
Williams , Richard,  prefent  vicar 
of  Horton,  509 


Woodlands,  alias  Wick  manor, 
in  Kingfdown,  488. 
Woodward,  Thomas,  393. 
Wool-ivich parijh,  A.  560. 
Wootton’s,  n6. 

Worcefter,  Rich.  Beauchamp, 
earl  of,  355,486. 
Wricklefraarlh,  a.  559. 


D.  D.  weight  Rich  ^ 


rcElor  of  Kingfdovsn,  493 
Wilmington, of,  328; 

A.  S74>  575- , 

Willon,  Sir  Thomas,  30;  a. 
559;  Rowland,  213;  lady, 
A. 559. 

Wiltfliire,  James  Boteler,  earl 
of,  86,  465;  Sir  John,  359, 

393»  394.  396*  398-  ^ ^ 
Winchefter,  Hugh  le  Defpen- 
cer,  earl  of,  408. 
IVingfield-bank,  422. 

Wingfield,  Sir  Richard,  account 

off  393- 

Winkworth,  Mrs.  pojfelfes  a 
houfe  in  Welling,  180. 
Winterborn’s,  51. 

Whitaker,  Mr.  522. 

Woldham,  427. 

Wollafton,  Francis,  prefent  rcHor 
of  Cheflhurjl,  21. 
Woollet'hall,  in  North  Cray, 
142. 


in  Lewifham,  a.  564;  ditto 
in  Foot’s  Cray,  571. 

Wrote’s,  348,  360. 

Wroth’s,  account  of,  170;  John, 
336. 

Wrotham,  489. 

Wyat’s,  433,  434,  534;  8ir 
Thomas,  530. 

Y. 

Yates,  Mr.  37. 

Yeend,  Anne,  120. 

Yonge,  Sir  George,  truBees  of, 
hojffs  Eglantine,  &c.  in  Far- 
ningham,  526. 

Yonge,  account  f,  138. 

York,  Richard,  duke  of,  477- 


Z. 


Zouch’s,  529. 


ERRATA. 

VoL.  II.  Page  67,  line  29,  for  Fienes  read  Francis. 
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CONTINUED. 


CONTAINING  THE  HUNDREDS  OF 


Ruxley. 

LITTLE  and  LESNES, 
PARTFQRD  and  WIL- 
MINGTON. 
AXTANE. 


CODSHEATH. 
WESTERHAM  and  EATON- 
BRIDGE. 
and 

SOMERDEN. 


rilE  HUNDRED  OF 


, ROKESLEY,  otherwise  RUXLEY, 

Li  ES  next  north -eaftward  from  that  of  Bromley 
and  Beckenham.  In  the  general  furvey  of  Domef- 
day  it  is  called  the  hundred  of  Helmejlrei^  which  name 
it- had  loft  before  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  in  the 
7th  year  of  which  it  was  called  by  its  prefent  name, 
the  king  and  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  being  then 
lords  of  it.  . , 
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RUXLEY  HUNDRED. 


IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 


1.  Chesilhurst,  in  part. 

2.  Hayes. 

3.  West  Wickham. 

4.  Keston. 
Farnboroogh. 

6.  Downe. 

7.  COWDHAM. 

8.  Nockholt. 


9,  Chelsfield. 

10.  Orpington. 

11.  St.  Mary  Cray. 

12.  Paul’s  Cray. 

13.  Foot’s  Cray. 

14.  North  Cray  with 

Ruxley,  and 

15.  Bexley. 


And  the  churches  of  thefe  parifties. 


And  alfo  part  of  the  parifhes  of  Hever  and  Chiding- 
ftone,  viz.  fo  much  as  is  within  the  borough  of 
Linckhill,  the  churches  of  which  parilhes  are  in  ano- 
ther hundred.  It  is  divided  into  the  two  half  hun- 
dreds of  Upper  and  Lower  Ruxley,  under  the  jurif- 
didion  of  two  conftables. 


CHESILHURST 

LIES  the  next  adjoining  parlfli  eaflward  from 
Bromley  ; a fmall  part  of  it  lying  near  Foot’s  Cray, 
is  in  the  hundred  of  Blackheath.  It  was  called  by 
the  Saxons,  Cifelhyrjly  as  appears  by  the  charters  of 
thofe  times  in  the  Sextus  Roffeujis^  a name  expreffivc 
of  its  htuation  among  the  woods. 

Chefilhurft  is  one  of  the  moft  plealant  and  healthy 
parifhes  among  the  many  that  lie  within  the  environs 
of  the  metropolis,  and  has  within  its  bounds,  befides 
thofe  already  deferibed,  numbers  of  elegant  villas, 
with  gardens  and  plantations  beautifully  difpofed. 
Thefe  are  difperfed  throughout  the  village,  and  round 
the  common,  and  are  in  general  inhabited  by  perfons  of 
fortune  and  diftindion.  The  village,  with  the  church 
and  parfonage.  Hand  adjoining  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
common,  which  is  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  parifli. 
Farther  eaflward  is  Place-green,  and  beyond.  Scad- 
bury  and  the  manfion  ot  Frognall  j at  the  fouthern 
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extremity  of  the  parlfh  is  Town-place.  The  parifh, 
efpecially  towards  the  weft  and  north,  is  much  covered 
with  coppice  wood,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred 
acres ; the  foil  is  in  general  thin,  and  much  inclined 
to  gravel. 

This  place  is  not  mentioned  in  the  general  furvey 
of  Domefday ; perhaps  it  might  be  confidered  in  fome 
meafure  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Dartford, 
with  which  it  appears  early  to  have  been  connedted, 
and  may  therefore  be  included  under  the  defcription 
of  that  manor  in  it. 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  t 5th  year,  by  confent  of 
parliament,  granted  to  Edmund  de  Woodftock,  earl 
of  Kent,  his  half  brother,  the  ferm  of  the  royalty  of 
Dartford,  with  its  appurtenances,  for  life;  the  fee  of 
which  was  confirmed  to  him  by  king  Edward  III.  in 
his  firft  year.  That  the  manor  of  Chefilhurft  was  in- 
cluded in  the  above  grant,  appears  by  the  inquiliition 
taken  after  the  earl’s  death,  in  the  4th  year  of  that 
reign,  in  which,  among  the  appurtenances  of  the 
manor  of  Dartford,  the  rents  of  aflize  in  Chefilhurft 
are  fpecified.* 

His  fons,  Edmund  and  John  Plantagenet,  earls  of 
Kent,  dying  without  iflue,  Joane,  their  fifter,  ufually 
ftiled  the  Fair  Maid  of  Kent,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Ro- 
land, became  their  heir.  She  afterwards  remarried 
Pldward,  prince  of  Wales,  commonly  called  the  Black 
Prince,  and  died  poflefled  of  this  eftate  in  the  9th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  as  did  her  fon,  by  her  firft 
hufband,  Thomas  Roland,  earl  of  Kent,  in  the  20th 
year  of  that  reign,  holding  it  in  capite.  After  which 
it  was  poflelfed  fucceflTively  by  his  two  fons,  Thomas, 
created  duke  of  Surry  ; and  Edmund,  earl  of  Kent ; 
who  both  died  without  ifiTue ; on  the  death  of  the 
latter,  his  four  fifters  were  found  to  be  his  heirs,  and 
on  the  partition  of  his  eftates,  the  manor  of  Dart- 

* Rot.  Efch.  cjus  an.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  94. 
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ford,  with  the  rents  of  affize  in  Chefilhurft,  were  al- 
lotted to  Joane,  his  fourth  fifler,  diitchefs  of  York, 
who  appears  to  have  died  w'lthout  iffue,  in  the  12th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  poffelled  of  it.  Upon  the 
partition  of  her  inheritance  among  her  lifters,  Mar- 
garet, firft  wife  of  John  earl  of  Somerfet,  and  after- 
wards of  Thomas  duke  of  Clarence,  became  entitled 
to  it,  and  died  in  the  1 8th  year  of  that  reign  poflefled 
of  it.  John  earl  of  Somerfet,  her  fon  by  her  firft 
hufband,  being  her  heir.'’  He  was  afterwards  created 
duke  of  Somerfet,  and  died  in  the  aid  year  of  that 
reign,  without  male  iftue,  poflefled  of  this  eftate.  His 
brother  Edmund,  marquis  of  Dorfet,  was  found  to 
be  his  next  heir  male,  and  as  fuch  poflefTed  this  ef- 
tate. He  was  afterwards  advanced  to  the  title  of 
duke  of  Somerfet,  and  taking  part  with  Henry  VI. 
was  flain  in  the  firft  battle  of  St.  Alban’s,  anno  33d 
king  Henry  VI.  His  eldeft  fon,  Henry  duke  of  So- 
merfet, by  Alianor,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Richard 
Beauchamp  earl  of  Warvs'ick,  fighting  on  the  behalf 
of  king  Henry  at  the  battle  of  Hexam,  in  Northum- 
berland, was  taken  prifoner,  and  beheaded  in  the  3d 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  being  two  years  after- 
wards attainted  in  parliament,  all  his  pofiTeffions  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown  ; whence  the  manor  of 
Hartford,  with  Chefilhurft,  was  quickly  afterwards 
granted  to  Richard  Nevill,  earl  of  Warwick,  com- 
monly called  the  King  Maker,  who,  after  many 
changes  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  was  flain,  endea- 
vouring to  replace  king  Henry  on  the  throne,  at  the 
battle  of  Barnet,  in  the  year  1471.  By  his  wife,  Anne, 
daughter  of  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick, 
who  furvived  him,  he  left  only  two  daughters,  who 
both  married  into  the  royal  family ; Ifabel  to  George 
duke  of  Clarence,  brother  to  king  Edward  IV.  and 
Anne,  firft  to  Edward  prince  of  Wales,  fon  of  king 

^ Rot.  Efch.  eor.  an.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p,  306.  vol.  ii.  124. 
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Henry  VI.  and,  fecondly,  to  Richard  duke  of  Giou- 
cefter,  afterwards  king  Richard  III. 

After  the  earl’s  death,  though  his  eftates  were 
feized  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  yet  great  part 
of  them  were  afterwards  given  to  his  two  daughters, 
and  among  others  the  manor  of  Hartford,  with  the 
rents  of  affize  in  Chefilhurft,  was  given  to  Ilabel, 
whofe  hufband,  George  duke  of  Clarence,  in  her  right, 
became  pofleffed  of  them.  After  which  the  duke 
falling  under  the  fufpicion  of  the  king,  his  brother, 
was  in  parliament,  anno  1477,  attainted,  being  then 
a prifoner  in  the  tower,  and  was  foon  afterwards,  with 
the  king’s  confent,  drowned  in  a butt  of  malmfey,  the 
duke  of  Gloucefter  affifting  with  his  own  hands.  By 
Ifabel  his  wife,  who  died  of  poifon  fometime  before 
him,  he  had  iffue  Edward  earl  of  Warwick,  then  an 
infant,  who  never  enjoyed  any  part  of  his  patrimony. 

Soon  after  the  duke’s  death,  this  manor  being  in 
the  king’s  hands,  by  reafon  of  his  foil’s  nonage,  was 
granted  to  Thomas  lord  Stanley  for  life,  and  although 
king  Henry  VII,  in  his  third  year,  being  defirous  of 
fecuring  to  himfelf  the  pofleffions  which  the  great 
earl  of  Warwick  died  polTeffed  of,  recalled  the  old 
countefs  of  Warwick  from  her  retirement  in  the  north, 
where  fhe  lived  in  a diftrefled  and  mean  condition, 
both  her  daughters  being  dead,  and  by  a new  aft, 
annulling  the  former,  reftored  to  her  all  her  late  huf- 
band’s  pofleffions,  with  power  for  her  to  alien  any 
part  of  them,  not  with  the  intent  that  the  fhould  en- 
joy them,  but  merely  that  fhe  might  transfer  them  to 
the  king,  which  flie  did  that  year,  by  a fpecial  feoff- 
ment and  a fine,  by  which  flie  granted  the  whole, 
confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  manors,  among 
which  was  that  of  Hartford,  with  the  rents  of  affize 
in  Chefilhurft,  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  male,  with 
remainder  to  herfelf  and  her  heirs  for  ever.*^  Yet  this 
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eftate  continued  in  pofleffion  of  the  lord  Stanley,  who 
in  confideration  of  his  fervices,  and  of  his  near  alli- 
ance to  the  king,  (having  married  Margaret,  coun- 
tefs  of  Richmond,  the  king’s  mother)  had  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  title  of  earl  of  Derby.  He  died  in  the 
19th  year  of  that  reign,  poflefled  of  this  manor, 
leaving  the  lady  Margaret,  countefs  of  Richmond,  his 
fecond  wife,  furvdving,  who,  by  his  will,  peaceably 
enjoyed  all  the  manors,  lands,  &c.  afligned  for  her 
jointure,  as  by  the  aft  of  parliament  pafled  in  the  ift 
of  king  Henry  VII,  Among  others  (he  poflefled  this 
manor,  which  from  that  is  frequently  called,  in  the 
records  of  that  tirrle,  Richmond's  lands^  as  will  be  feen 
hereafter.  She  died  in  the  ill  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
poflefTed  of  this  eftate,  the  reverfion  of  which  being 
vefted  in  the  crown,  the  king  became  poflefled  of  it, 
where  it  remained  till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  26th 
year,  demifed  it,  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Dart- 
ford,  Chefilhtirjl,  ^c.  with  the  lands,  tenements,  &c. 
belonging  to  it,  called  Richmond’s  lands,  (excepting  • 
all  courts  leets,  advowfons,  rents  of  aflize  of  the  free 
tenants,  &c.  to  Edmund  Walfingham,  efq.  for  a term 
of  twenty-one  years  j and  in  the  40th  of  that  reign, 
Sir  I homas  Walfingham  had  a farther  demife  of  thefe 
premifes,  then  called  Richmond’s  lands,  for  the  fame 
term,  under  the  like  rent  and  covenants. 

J^rncs  I.  in  his  8th  year,  granted  to  George 
and  Thomas  Whitmore,  efqrs.  of  London,  the  manor 
of  Dartford,  Chefilhurft,  &c.  with  their  rights  and 
appurtenances,  lately  demifed  to  Edmund  Walfing- 
ham,  elq.  ^ and  late  parcel  of  the  pofl'eflions  called 
Richmond  s lands,  to  hold  as  of  his  manor  of  Eaft 
Greenwich,  by  fealty  only  in  free  and  common  I'oc- 
age  ; and  they,  in  the  9th  year  of  that  reign,  conveyed 
thel'e  piemifes  to  Sir  Thomas  Walfingham  of  Scad- 
bury,  in  this  parifh,  in  as  full  and  ample  a manner  as 
they  themfelves  then  held  them, 
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Sir  Thomas  Walfingham,  two  years  afterwards* 
fold  all  the  above  premiles  to  Sir  Robert  Darcy,  ex- 
cepting the  manor  of  Chefilhurft  in  Chefilhurfl-,  with 
the  appurtenances,  profits,  and  courts  belonging  to 
it;  fince  which  this  manor  has  continued  to  this  time 
in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  fame  owners  that  Scadbury, 
in  this  parifh,  has,  as  will  be  related  below ; being 
with  that  manor,  now  the  property  of  the  right  honour- 
able Thomas  Townlhend,  lord  vifcount  Sydney,  who 
refides  at  Frognall,  in  this  parifli. 

Scadbury  is  a manor,  which  lies  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  parifli.  It  was  a place  of  fome  note  in 
former  times,  and  had  owners  of  the  fame  name,  who 
refided  at  it ; one  of  whom,  John  de  Scadbury,  dy- 
ing without  male  iffue,  about  the  20th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  his  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Anne,  car- 
ried it  in  marriage  to  Ofmund  de  Walfingham,  de- 
fended from  the  knightly  family  of  Walfingham,  in 
Norfolk,  who,  as  well  as  his  defendants,  bore  for 
their  arms,  Valy  of  argent  and  fable,  a fefs  gules.  He 
fated  himfelf  at  Scadbury,  where  his  defendants 
flouriflied  for  many  generations,  in  the  rank  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  were  of  the  firft  eminence  in  this 
county;  and  their  having  been  knighted  for  fix  fuc- 
ceffive  def  ents  is  no  fniall  proof  of  it one  of  whom, 
Sir  Thomas  Walfingham,  died  in  the  yth  year  of  king 
Edward  IV. ^ His  fon.  Sir  James  Walfingham,  flieriff 
of  this  county,  in  the  12th  year  of  king  Henry  VII. 
left  two  fons,  Edmund,  afterwards  knighted,  and  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Joyce,  daughter  of  Sir  Ed.  Denny, 
by  whom  he  had  that  famous  flatefman.  Sir  Francis 
Walfingham,  fecretary  of  ftate  to  queen  Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  1590,  having  married,  firft,  Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  George  Barnes,  by  whom  he  had  no  iflue ; 
and  fecondly  Urfula,  daughter  of  John  St.  Barbe,  efq. 
of  Somerfetfliirc,  and  relidt  of  Richard  Worfley,  efq. 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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of  Hampfliire,  by  whom  he  left  an  only  daughter, 
Frances,  married  firft  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  fecondly 
to  Robert  earl  of  Effex,  and  thirdly  to  Richard  earl 
of  Clanrickard  and  St.  Alban’s.^  Sir  Edmund  W al- 
iingham  above  mentioned  fucceeded  his  father  in  this 
eftate  of  Scadbury,  and  was  lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
of  London  twenty-two  years.  He  procured,  among 
others,  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  dijgavelled^  by 
the  ad  of  the  2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI.  and 
died  in  1549  j and  his  grandfon.  Sir  Thomas  Wal- 
fmgham,  fucceeding  at  length  to  this  eftate,  in  1611, 
purchafed  the  manor  of  Chefilhurft,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  but  his  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Walfing- 
ham,  alienated  them  both  about  the  time  of  the  re- 
ftoration,  to  Sir  Rich.  Betenfon  of  Layer  de  la  Hayc, 
in  Effex,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1663,  and  in 
the  years  1678  and  1679,  fers'ed  the  office  of  Iheriff 
of  this  county,  at  the  end  of  which  laft  year  he  died, 
having  borne  for  his  arms.  Argent  a fefs  giileSy  and  in 
chief  a lion  pafant  guardant  fablcy  all  within  a bordure 
ingrailed  azure. 

By  Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  William  Monl ns 
of  Walderfhare,  bart.  he  left  two  fons,  Richard  and 
Edward,  the  former  of  whom  having  married  Albinia, 
daughter  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Wray,  of  Lincolnfliire, 
died  in  his  father’s  life  time,  in  1677,  leaving  a fon, 
Edward,  and  four  daughters.  Edward,  the  fon,  on 
his  grandfather’s  death,  fucceeded  him  in  title  and 
eftate,  and  refided  at  Scadbury,  He  died  unmarried 
in  1733,  on  which  thefe  manors  defeended  to  his  three 
I'urviving  fifters  and  coheirs  ; and  the  title  of  baronet, 
for  want  of  iffue  male,  went  to  his  coufin  Edward, 
fon  of  Edward,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Richard  Betenfon, 
the  firft  baronet,  and  father  to  Sir  Richard  Betenfon, 
bart.  late  of  Bradborne,  in  Sevenoke, 

* 3ee  his  life  in  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  vii.  p.  4137. 
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Alblnia,  the  eldeft  fifter  of  Sir  Edward  Bctenfon, 
by  her  hufband,  major-general  Selwyn,  left  a fon, 
John  Selwyn,  efq.  who  partly  in  right  of  his  mother 
and  partly  by  purchafe  from  lady  Hewet,  another  of 
the  fifters  and  coheirs,  became  poflefled  of  thel'e  ma- 
nors, and  a confiderable  part  of  the  eftates,  and  ha- 
ving married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Farrington, 
efq.  (by  Theodofia,  his  wife,  the  other  fifter  and  co- 
heir of  Sir  Edward  Betenfon  above  mentioned)  had 
by  her  two  fons  ; and  a daughter,  Albinia,  married  to 
the  honourable  Thomas  Townfhend,  to  whom  he 
foon  afterwards  fold  the  entire  fee  of  thefe  manors  of 
Chefilhurft  and  Scadbury. 

The  family  of  "townfhend  is  faid  to  be  defcended 
from  Lodowick,  a noble  Norman,  who  came  into 
England  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  and  aflumed 
the  furname  of  Townfliend.  His  direct  defcendant, 
through  a long  feries  of  illuftrious  anceftors,  who 
from  the  earlieft  time  fettled  in  Norfolk,  was  Roger 
Townfhend  (fon  of  Sir  John  Townlhend  of  Rainham, 
in  that  county)  who  was  created  a baronet  in  the  15th 
year  of  king  James  I.  His  fecond  fon.  Sir  Horatio 
Townfhend,  bart.  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  baron 
Townfhend  of  Lynn  Regis,  in  Norfolk,  in  1661,  and 
in  1682,  to  the  title  of  Vifcount  Townlhend  of  Rain- 
ham,  in  the  fame  county.  He  died  in  1687,  and 
left  l3y  his  fecond  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Jofeph 
A file,  bt,  three  fons,  Charles,  his  fucceffor,  Roger,  and 
Horatio.  Which  Charles  vifcount  Townlhend,  by 
his  firft  wife,  Elizabeth,  only  furviving  daughter  of 
Thomas  lord  Pelham,  by  his  firft  wife,  Elizabeth, 
had  four  fons,  Charles  his  fucceflbr,  Thomas,  Wil- 
liam, and  Roger,  and  one  daughter,  and  died  in 
1738.*' 

The  honourable  Thomas  Townfliend,  the  fecond 
fon,  married,  in  1730,  Albinia,  daughter  of  John 

Coll.  Peer,  laft  edit.  vol.  vi.  p,  239,  et  feq, 
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Selwyn,  el'q.  and  became  poflefled  of  thefe  manors, 
as  has  been  already  related.  He  refided  at  Frognall, 
in  this  parilh,  and  died  in  1780,  having  had  by  his 
lady  above  mentioned,  three  Ions  and  two  daughters ; 
of  the  former,  Thomas  the  eldeft  fon  was  created 
lord  vifcount  Sydney,  of  whom  hereafter ; Charles 
now  refides  in  this  parilh,  and  Henry  died  unmar- 
ried in  1760.  Before  his  death,  Mr.  Townlhend 
made  over  thefe  manors,  in  1760,  to  his  eldeft  fon, 
the  honourable  Thomas  Townlhend,  fince  created 
lord  vifcount  Sydney  as  above  mentioned,  who  is  the 
prefent  polfefl'or  of  them,  and  of  whom  farther  men- 
tion will  be  made  below. 

The  antient  manfion  of  Scadbury  has  been  many 
years  in  ruins,  and  there  remains  now  only  a farm 
houfe,  built  out  of  part  of  them. 

The  manor  of  Chefilhurft,  with  Scadbury,  has  a 
court  leet  and  court  baron.  At  the  leet  two  confta- 
bles  are  appointed,  one  for  the  upper,  and  the  other 
for  the  lower  borough  of  this  parilh. 

Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  that  great  ftatefman,  lord- 
keeper  of  the  great-feal,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, was  born  in  this  parilh,  and  moft  probably  in 
this  feat  of  Scadbury. 

Frognall  is  a feat  in  this  parilh,  the  antient 
and  proper  name  of  which  is  Frogpooly  though  it  is 
now  commonly  called  Frognall.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  this  place  was  owned  by  a family  of  the 
name  of  Barbur;  one  of  whom,  Thomas  le  Barbur, 
obtained  a charter  of  free-warren  for  hisiands  in  Che- 
filhurft  in  the  38th  year  of  that  reign,  but  this  family 
was  extindf  here  before  the  latter  end  of  Edward  II.’s 
reign,  and  then  it  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Crelfels.  John  de  Crellel  is  recorded,  in  an  old  fur- 
vey  of  Rochefter,  to  have  been  a liberal  benefadlor  to 
the  church  of  Chefilhurft  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
on  which  account,  moft  probably,  his  arms,  S^abky  a 
fefs  argent y hetzveen  three  chaplets  c;r,  were  put  up  in 

the 


CHESILHURST.  II 

the  windows  of  it;  and  hence  a defcendant  of  his,  of 
the  fame  name,  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Henry  V.  is 
regiftered  among  thofe,  port  ab  ant  arma  anti  qua,  i.e, 

who  bore  an  antient  family  coat  of  arms. 

After  this  manfion  had  continued  for  many  de- 
fcents  in  this  family,  it  was,  about  the  latter  end  of 
king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  conveyed  by  fale  to  Dyne- 
ley,  whofe  defcendant,  Sir  John  Dyneley,  in  the  reign 
of  king  James  I.  paffed  away  his  intereft  in  it  to 
Mr.  William  Watkins,  who  improved  this  antient 
manfion  with  additional  buildings,  and  then,  in  the 
latter  part  of  Charles  I.’s  reign,  alienated  it  to  Philip 
Warwick,  efq.  (afterwards  knighted)  clerk  of  the  fig- 
net  to  king  Charles  I.  who  was  fecretary  to  the  king 
at  the  treaty  in  the  ifle  of  Wight,  and  was  a faithful 
fen'ant  to  that  prince  in  his  troubles. ‘ He  was  de- 
fcended  from  the  Warwicks,  or  Warthwykes,  of  War- 
wick, in  Cumberland ; and  married  Joan,  widow  of 
Sir  William  Boteler,  bart.  daughter  of  Sir  Plenty 
Fanfhaw  of  Ware-park,  in  Hertfordlhire,''  by  whom 
he  had  an  only  fon,  Philip,  and  dying  in  1682,  was 
buried  near  his  wife  in  this  church.  He  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  this  feat  by  his  only  fon  and  heir,  Philip 
Warwick,  efq.  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  king  of 
Sweden,  who  died  without  iffue  on  the  1 2th  of  March 
following.  He  married  Elizabeth,  fecond  daughter 
and  coheir  of  John  lord  Frechevile  (afterwards  the 
fourth  wife  of  Conyers  lord  Darcy,  fon  of  Conyers 
earl  of  Holdernefs)  and  died  in  his  bed  of  an  apo- 
plexy, as  he  was  returning  poft  from  thence,  to  take 
a laft  farwel  of  his  father,  and  was  buried  near  him 
in  this  church.  Their  arms  were.  Vert,  three  Imis 
rampant  argent. 

' His  interefting  **  Memoires  of  the  reigne  of  king  Charles  I, 
with  a continuation  to  the  happy  Reftauration  of  king  Cha.  II.” 
were  publilhed  from  the  original  mamifcript,  in  1701. 

See  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  i.  Fafti,  p.  277. 
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After  which  this  eltate  paffed  by  fale  to  the  Tryons, 
a family  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure ^ 
battled  gules^  between  three  ejloils  of  the  fecondy  Row- 
land Tryon,  efq.  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1720,  without 
ifllie,  on  which  William,  his  brother,  became  his  heir; 
after  the  death  of  whofe  fon,  Thomas  Tryon,  efq.  this 
eftate  went  into  the  court  of  chancery,  under  a decree 
of  which  it  was  fold  to  the  honourable  Thomas  Town- 
fhend,  owner  of  Chefilhiirft  and  Scadbury  manors,  as 
before  mentioned,  who  afterwards  refided  here,  and 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  1780. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldefl:  fon,  the  right  hon- 
ourable Thomas  Townfhend,  the  prefent  poirefTor  of 
it,  then  one  of  his  majefty’s  privy  council,  who,  in 
1760,  had  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Richard  Powys,  efq.  of  Suffolk.  On  March  6,  1783, 
he  was  advanced,  by  letters  patent,  to  the  title  of 
Baron  Sydney  of  Chefilhurft,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male ; 
and  farther,  on  June  9,  1789,  to  that  of  Vifcount  Syd- 
ney of  St.  Leonard’s,  in  Glouceflerfhire.  By  his  lady 
before  mentioned  he  has  feveral  children,  of  whom  John 
Thomas,  the  eldeft  fon,  married  in  1790,  Sophia,  third 
daughter  of  Edward  lord  de  Clifford,  who  died  in  No- 
vemb.  1795,  childbed  of  her  only  fon,  John  Charles 
Southwell,  who  likewife  died  within  a year  afterwards; 
by  this  lady,  whofe  perfon,  temper,  and  accomplifli- 
ments,  rendered  her  the  delight  of  all  who  knew  her, 
and  who,  at  her  death,  was  equally  beloved  and  re- 
gretted, he  has  two  furviving  daughters,  Sophia  Mary 
and  Mary  Elizabeth. 

His  lordfhip’s  other  furviving  fons  are,  William  Au- 
guflus,  Horatio,  and  George  Powis;  his  daughters  are, 
Georgina;  Mary  Elizabeth,  married  to  the  earl  of  Cha- 
tham, Frances  to  Lord  Dynevor,  and  Harriet  Cathe- 
rine to  the  earl  of  Dalkeith,  eldefl  fon  of  the  duke  of 
Buccleugh. 

He  bears  for  his  arms,  ^larterly,  firft  and  fourth, 
'Townfliend,  Azure  a chevron  ermine  between  three  e/- 
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callop  /hells  argent fecond  and  third,  Vere,  In  the  cen- 
ter a crefcent^  for  difference  j Creft  on  a wreath^  a buck 
tripping  fable  attired  proper,  and  charged  on  the  Jhoulder 
with  a crefcent  or ; fupporters  on  the  dexter  fide,  a lion 
or,  collared,  chained,  and  charged  on  the  jhotdder  with  a 
pheons  head  azure.  On  the  finifier,  a buck  fable  attired, 
collared  and  chained  or,  and  charged  on  the fhoulder  with 
an  efcallop  fhell  argent. 

C AMDEN-PLACE  is  E feat,\vhich  (lands  on  the  weft  fide 
of  Chefilhurft-common,  being  made  famous  by  two  of 
its  illuftrious  owners,  its  late  lord,  who  took  his  title 
from  it,  and  its  former  owner,  from  whom  it  takes  its 
name,  the  great  and  learned  William  Camden,  one  of 
the  moft  learned  writers,  diligent  antiquaries,  and  im- 
partial hiftorians,  that  his  own  age,  or  this  conntr}',  has 
produced.  He  was  defcended,  on  the  mother’s  fide, 
from  the  antient  family  of  the  Curwens,  of  Wirking- 
ton,  in  Cumberland,  who  were  defcended  from  Gofpa- 
trick,  earl  of  Northumberland,  as  he  himfelf  informs 
us  in  his  Britannia.  He  was  fecond  and  then  chief 
mafter  of  Weftminfter-fchool,  and  in  1597  was  created 
Clarencieux,  king  at  arms. 

After  being  known,  and  admired,  by  the  greateft  or- 
naments of  the  literary  world,  for  thofe  works  which  lb 
juftly  entitled  him  to  the  great  chara6ler  he  obtained, 
and  ftill  preferves,  he  retired  to  this  feat  in  1 609,  and 
finding  himfelf  gradually  declining  with  infirmities  and 
old  age,  he  no  longer  delayed  his  intention  of  founding 
the  Hifiory  Lelfure  at  Oxford,  but  fent  the  gift  of  it 
to  that  univerfity  in  the  month  of  May,  1622.  He 
did  not  live  long  after  this,  but  died,  after  a fevere  fit  of 
illnefs,  at  his  houfe  here  on  November  9,  1623,  in  the 
feventy-third  year  of  his  age.  His  body  being  re- 
moved to  his  houfe  in  London,  was  carried  from  thence 
to  Weftminfter-abbey  in  great  pomp,  the  whole  col- 
lege of  heralds  attending,  in  their  proper  habits,  and 
great  numbers  of  the  nobility  and  perfons  of  the  firll 
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diftindion,  accompanying  the  folemity,  where  he  was 
burled  in  the  fouth  ifle,  near  the  monument  of  Ca- 
faubon,  and  over  againft  that  of  Chaucer.  He  bore 
for  his  arms,  Or,  a fefs  ingrailed  fable,  between  fix 
crofs-crofets  fitchee  of  the  fecondl 

This  feat,  after  Camden’s  death,  was,  moft  proba- 
bly fold,  and  paffed  into  the  pofTefTion  of  feveral  inter- 
maiiate  owners,  of  whom  I cannot  gain  the  leaft  in- 
telligence ; after  which  it  came  into  the  pofTeflion  of 
Wefton,  and  afterwards  of  Harry  Spencer,  efq.  who 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Morrice,  as  he  did  to  Charles 
Pratt,  efq.  afterwards  created  baron  Camden  of  this 
place.  He  was  the  fonof  Sir  John  Pratt  of  Wilder- 
nefs,  in  Seale,  chief  juftice  of  the  king’s  bench  (and 
formerly  one  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  great 
feal)  by  his  fecond  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the 
reverend  Hugh  Wilfon,  and  having  applied  himfelf  to 
the  law,  he  w'as  promoted  to  the  office  of  attorney- 
general,  and  afterwards  to  that  of  chief  juflice  of  the 
common-pleas,  and  was  knighted.  .Having  fat  fome 
time  in  that  court,  with  much  popular  applaufe,  he  was, 
on  July  i6,  in  1765,  advanced  to  the  title  of  lord 
Camden,  baron  of  Camden  place,  in  this  county,  and 
next  year,  was  made  lord  high  chancellor,  which  high 
office  he  refigned  in  1770,  and  retired  to  this  feat,  to 
which  he  made  great  additions  and  improvements,  and 
to  the  grounds  about  it,  and  afterwards  refided  in  it. 
On  May  13,  in  1786,  he  was  farther  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  earl  Camden  and  vifcount  Bayham,  in  Suf- 
fex  ; he  died  in  1794,  being  at  that  time  prefident  of 
the  council  and  recorder  of  Bath,  and  was  buried  in 
the  family  vault  in  Seale  church.  He  left  by  Eliza- 
beth, his  wife,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Jefferies,  efq. 
(who  died  before  him  in  1779)  one  fon,  John  Jefferies, 
vifcount  Bayham,  who  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  eftate, 

‘ Biographia  Brit.  p.  1 1 19,  et  feq.  vol.  ii. 
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and  four  daughters,  Frances,  married  to  Robert  Stuart, 
cfq.  Elizabeth;  Sarah  to  Nicholas  Price,  efq.  and  Jane 
to  James  Walter  Head,  efq. 

John  Jefferies  earl  Camden,  fo  fucceeding  his  fa- 
ther in  title  and  in  this  feat;  was  at  that  time  a lord 
of  the  treafury  and  a teller  of  the  exchequer,  and  was 
elefted  recorder  of  Bath.  He  married,  in  1786,  Mifs 
Molefworth,  by  whom  he  has  iffue.  He  refided  at 
this  feat,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  the  execution  of  which 
office  he  now  refides  there. 

He  bears  for  his  arms,  Salle  on  a fefs,  between  three 
elephants  heads  erafed  argent^  as  many  mullets  of  the  firfi. 
His  creft,  An  elephant's  head  erafed  argent.  His  fup- 
porters.  On  the  dexter  fide,  a griffin  fable,  beak  and  fore 
legs  gules  ; on  the  finifter,  a lion  rampant  or  ; each  gorged 
with  a collar  argent,  charged  with  three  mullets  febk. 

In  the  nth  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Lefnes,  in  this  county,  were  poireffed  of 
Tong  Court,  in  Chefilhurfl,  now  called  Town- 
Court  Farm,  which  was  then  exchanged  fora  tene- 
ment in  Plumfted,  called  Fulham -place.'"  It  appears, 
by  an  inquifition  in  the  19th  year  of  kingEdwai^  IV. 
by  virtue  of  a commiffion  of  concealment,  that  Tho. 
Walfingham  was,  at  his  death,  in  the  7th  year  of  that 
reign,  pofTeffed  of  the  manor  of  Tang-court,  which  w^as 
then  held  of  the  earl  of  Warwick,  as  of  his  manor  of 
Hartford,  by  knight’s  fervice,  and  was  of  the  yearly 
value  of  fix  marcs,  beyond  reprifes.  Conftance,  wi- 
dow of  the  above  Thomas,  poflelTed  it  after  his  death. 
She  died  anno  16  king  Edward  IV.  and  her  fecond 
hulband,  John  Grene,  poflefled  it  during  the  nonage  of 
James  Walfingham,  her  fon."  Flow  it  pafled  from 
the  name  of  Walfingham,  I have  not  found,  but  that 
it  afterwards  came  into  the  name  of  Hodfoll,  at  which 
time  it  bore  the  reputation  of  a manor,  in  the  defeend- 

Tan.  Mon.  p.  216.  " Inquif.  ejus  an.  No.  78. 
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ant  of  which  it  continued  down  to  Edward  Efodlbll,  efq. 
of  St.  Mary  Cray,  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1794, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  of  the  fame  name,  who 
died  about  a month  after  him,  unmarried,  on  which 
it  came  to  his  fifter,  Mary  Matilda  Hodfoll,  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

At  fome  dlftance  weftward  from  Frognall  is  an 
OLD  SEAT,  which  was  for  fome  generations  in  the 
poflcflion  of  the  family  of  Farrington.  Thomas  Far- 
rington, efq.  refided  at  it,  and  dying  in  1694,  W'as 
fucceeded  by  his  fon,  Thomas  Farrington,  elq.  who 
.was  a lieutenant  general  in  the  army,  and  married 
Theodofia,  daughter  of  Richard  Betenfon,  efq.  and 
one  of  the  fillers  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Edward  Be- 
tenfon, bart.  of  Scadbury,  by  whom  he  had  one  fon,, 
Thomas,  and  two  daughters  i Albinia,  married  to  the  ■ 
marquis  of  Lindfey,  afterwards  duke  of  Ancafler ; , 
and  Mary,  married  to  John Selwyn,  efq.  He  died  ini 
1712,  leaving  the  polfeffion  of  this  feat  to  his  fon, 
Thomas  Farrington,  efq.  w'ho  at  his  death,  w’ithout 
ilfue,  in  1758,  bequeathed  jt  by  will  to  his  lifter’s  Ibn^ , 
the  honourable  lord  Robert  Bertie,  third  fon  of  Ro- 
bert Bertiej  firftduke  of  Ancafler,  by  his  fecond  wife,, 
Albinia,  daughter  of  lieutenant  general  Farrington,  as 
above  mentioned.  Lord  Robert  Bertie  married,  in 
1762,  Mary,  daughter 'and  coheir  of  Montague,  late 
lord  vifcount  Blundell,  in  Ireland,  and  relibl  of  Ro- 
ller t,  late  lord  Raymond,  by  whom  he  had  no  iffiie. 
He  refided  here,  and  much  improved  both  the  houfe  • 
and  adjoining  grounds ; he  died, /.p,  in  1782,  and 
was  buried  here ; fince  which  it  has  become,  by  en- 
tail, made  by  lieutenant  general  Farrington  in  his  will, , 
the  property  of  Charles  TownOiend,  efq.  only  furvi-- 
ving  brother  to  lord  vifcount  Sydney,  who  now  refides  i 
in  it. 

Chesilhurst  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  of  Rocheller,  ^nd  demiry 

of  Dartford.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St. 
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Nicholas,  confills  of  two  ifles  and  two  chancels.  It 
has  a Ipire  fleeplc,  which,  as  well  as  the  roof  of  the 
church,  is  covered  with  fliingles.  In  the  belfry  hang 
four  bells. 

In  this  church,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments 
and  infcriptions  : — In  the  fouth  ijle^  are  memorials  for  the  Gol- 
ding’s, Findall’s,  Owen’s,  and  Poyntell’s ; on  the  fouth  fide, 
a monument  for  John  Rand,  who  left  a benefaftion  to  the 
poor,  obt.  1714;  a monument  for  Sir  Philip  Warwick,  obt.  1682, 
ast.  74,  and  his  wife,  Joan  Fanlhaw,  of  Ware-park,  firft  mar- 
ried to  Sir  Wm.  Boteler,  bart.  and  for  Philip  Warwick,  efq. 
their  only  fon,  who  died  an  envoy  to  Sweden,  in  1682.  In  the 
great  chancel^  a memorial  for  Mrs.  Lucy,  wife  of  William  Dutton 
Colt,  efq.  daughter  of  Thomas  Webb,  efq.  by  Mrs.  Eliz.  Wood- 
houfe,  of  Norfolk,  and  their  daughter  Eliz.  aet.  6 years,  obt.  1681; 
on  a Hone,  before  the  altar  rails,  is  a brafs  plate  and  infeription 
for  Richard  Carmarden,  efq.  fupervifor  of  the  cuftoms  and  fubfi- 
fidies  in  the  port  of  London,  obt.  1603,  aet.  675  another  like  for 
Thomas  Wigg,  efq.  hufband  of  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Car- 
marden, efq.  obt.  1602,  aet.  49 ; another  for  Alice  More,  firft  wife 
of  Richard  Carmarden,  efq.  descended  from  thofe  of  Odiham,  obt. 
1586,  JEt.  42;  on  the  fouth  fide,  a monument  for  Rowland  Tryon 
of  Frognall,  efq.  and  merchant  of  London,  obt.  1 720,  aet.  53,  Wm. 
being  his  brother  and  heir;  another  for  Tho.  Farrington,  ob.  1712^ 
aet.  48 ; he  left  his  wife,  Theodofia,  of  the  family  of  Rich.  Beten- 
fon,  efq.  furviving,  and  three  children,  Thomas  his  heir,  Albinia 
married  to  the  marquis  of  Lindfey,  and  Mary  to  John  Selwyn ; 
another  for  Thomas  Farrington,  who  left  furviving  one  fon,  Tho- 
mas, and  Mary  his  wife,  ob.  1694,  aet.  63  ; and  another  for  Mary 
Farrington,  ob.  1717,  aet.  71.  Within  the  other  altar  rails,  a 
ftone  with  a brafs  plate,  for  Eliz.  wife  of  Rob.  Hickes,  citizen  and 
draper  of  London,  and  daughter  of  Edw.  Poyntell,  gent.  ob.  1655, 
aet.  31.  A memorial  for  Francis  Fox,  A.M.  ob.  1686,  aet.  43  ; 
a monument  for  the  Cunliffe’s ; on  the  fouth  fide,  under  an  arch, 
ornamented  with  Gothic  work,  anantient  altar  tomb,  without  any 
memorial;  under  an  arch,  on  the  north  fide,  is  a ftone  let  into 
the  wall,  on  which  is  a brafs  plate  with  the  effigies  of  a prieft  at 
half  length,  and  infeription  in  black  letter,  for  Alex.  Porter,  rec- 
tor, ob.  1452.  In  the  north  ijle^  a beautiful  monument  for  lord 
I'ho.  Bertie,  captain  in  the  royal  navy,  ob.  1 749,  jfet.  29  ; he  was 
fourth  fon  of  Robert  duke  of  Ancafter,  bv  his  lecond  wife  Albi- 
nia,  daughter  of  lieut.  gen.  Farrington,  who  died  in  i 745,  aet.  46, 
and  lies  buried  here;  a monument  at  the  entrance  and  brafs  plate 
with  the  effigy  of  a woman,  and  infeription  in  black  letter,  for 
Ctifturae  Drylonde,  wife  of  John  Greene,  efq.  daughter  of  James 
Drylonde,  efq.  of  Devyngton,  ob.  1476;  on  the  north  fide,  under 
an  arch  of  alabafter,  is  an  altar  tomb  of  Betherfden  marble,  for  Sir 
voc.  II.  c Edm- 
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Edm.  Walfingham,  lieut.  of  the  Tower  twenty-two  years,  ob.  1 549, 
leaving  three  daughters  and  one  fon,  Thomas,  knighted,  who  erec- 
ted tins  monument,  and  for  Sir  Tho.  Walfingham,  knt.  the  fixth 
in  fiiccelTion  of  that  order,  obt.  1630,  ict.  64.  Tho.  Walfingham 
his  fon  erefted  it.  On  a ftone,  near  the  abov'e  monument,  on 
which  were  the  effigies  in  brafs  of  a man  and  woman,  with  four 
fons,  now  torn  off,  but  there  remain  feven  daughters,  and  inferip- 
tion  in  black  letter,  for  James  W alfingham,  efq.  and  Eleanor  his 
wife,  he  died  1 540,  flie  died  15....;  many  of  this  family  lie  buried 
in  a vault  underneath.  On  the  eaft  fide  is  an  elegant  mural  mo- 
nument, with  an  urn,  by  Ryfbrack,  for  Roger  Townfliend,  fon 
of  Charles  vifeount  Townfliend,  by  his  firft  wife,  Eliz.  daughter 
of  Thomas  lord  Pelham  of  Langton,  ob.  1760,  unmarried.  Tho. 
Townfliend  his  brother  erected  it.  Near  the  abov'e,  a monument, 
fliewing  that  in  a vault,  in  this  chancel,  lies  Sir  Rich.  Betenfon,  knt. 
and  bai  t,  he  married  Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  W'^m.  IVIonyns 
of  \yalderfliare,  knt.  and  bart.  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children ; 
file 'died  at  a great  age  in  1681,  and  lies  buried  here;  his  eldeft 
ion,  Richard,  married  Albinia,  daughter  of  Sir  Chriftopher  WTay 
of  Lincolnfliire,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children  ; Ricliard  his  fon 
lies  buried  here;  Sir  Richard  died  1679,  ^et.  78,  being  then  flie- 
riff  of  this  county.  On  the  north  fide  is  a monument  with  a py- 
ramid and  infeription,  fliewing  that  in  the  vault  underneatli  lies 
Sir  Ed.  Betenfon  of  Scadbury,  bart.  fon  of  Rich.  Betenfon,  efq.  of 
Surry,  and  grandfonof  Sir  Rich.  Betenfon,  bart.  of  this  county^ 
obt.  1733,  unmarried,  ast.  58 ; the  monument  w'as  erected  by  AU 
binia  Selwyn  Fheodofia  Fairington,  and  dame  Francis  Hewitt, 
his  lifters  and  coheirs ; feveral  more  of  this  family  of  Betenfon, 
as  well  as  the  Farrington’s,  lie  buried  in  a vault  underneath.  In 
this  church,  in  the  vault  of  the  latter,  lies  lord  Montague  Bertie, 
fecond  fon  of  Robert,  fecond  duke  of  Ancafter,  by  his  fecond 
wife ; he  died  in  1753,  and  lord  Rt.  Bertie,  his  next  brother,  who 
died  in  178s." 


King  Henry  1,  gave  the  church  of  Chefilhurft,  with 
all  tithes,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  to  the  church 
of  St.  Andrew,  and  Gundulph,  bifliop  of  Rochefter  j 
and  he  afterwards  confirmed  this  gift  by  another  char- 
ter.P  Bilhop  Gundulph,  when  he  had  feparated  his 
own  maintenance  from  that  of  the  monks,  affigned 
t lem  this  church,  among  others,  for  their  fupport  jq 


In  tlds^cluu-rh^°^”n  monuments  and  memorial 

m this  church,  m Reg.  Roff.  p. 

eg-  0 . p.  34.  <j  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  i. 


and 


ch£silhurst. 

and  he  afterwards  granted  them  the  free  dlfpofition 
and  prefentation  of  it/ 

This  church  was  confirmed  to  the  priory  of  Ro- 
chefler  by  archbifhop  Anfelm  and  feveral  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  and  by  Henry  II.  but  bifliop  Gilbert  de  Glan- 
vill,  about  the  beginning  of  king  Richard  I.’s  rejgn, 
on  pretence  that  his  predeceflbr,  bifhop  Gundulph, 
had  impoverifhed  his  fee,  by  his  too  large  donations 
to  the  priory,  divefted  them  of  it  j however,  he  re- 
ferved  to  them  a penfion  of  half  a marc  yearly  out  of 
the  profits  of  it,  which  was  confirmed  to  them  by 
Henry  bifhop  of  Rochefler,  in  the  i ith  year  of  king 
Henry  III.  and  by  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs.  Since 
which  the  patronage  of  this  church  has  continued 
part  of  the  pofTefiions  of  the  bifhopric  of  Rochefter, 
and  remains  fo  at  this  time. 

At  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  in 
1540,  the  penfion  of  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence  from 
this  church  came  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  next  year 
fettled  it,  among  other  premifes,  on  his  new  erefted 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefler,  who  are  now  entitled 
to  it. 

The  church  of  Chefilhurfl,  in  the  1 5th  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  was  valued  at  ten  marcs.’  It  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  16I.  3s.  6id.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  il.  12s.  4td.' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjlon  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  iffuing  out  of  chancery^ 
it  was  returned,  that  Chefilhurfl;  was  a parfonage,  fe- 
queflered,  with  a houfe  and  nine  acres  of  glebe  land, 
and  two  tenements,  which  were  altogether  w^orth  Sol. 
per  annum,  one  mafler  Pearce  peforming  the  cure.“ 

The  portion  of  tithes,  which  antiently  belonged  to 
the  priory  of  Rochefter,  in  the  hamlet  of  Motting- 
ham,  which  lies  partly  in  this  parilh,  and  partly  in 

^ Reg.  Roff.  p.  6.  353.  ' Bacon  Lib.  Regis. 

’ Stev.  Mon*  vol.  i.  p.  456.  “ Lambeth  Surveys,  vol.  xiv^ 
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that  of  Eltham,  has  already  been  taken  notice  jii 
the  defcription  of  the  latter  parilb. 
tion  of  the  priory  it  was  fettled  by  kmg  Henry  VIII. 
in  his  3 ad  year,  among  other  premiles,  on  his  new- 
ereited  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  whofe  pro- 
perty it  now  continues. 

CHAR.  I TIES. 

John  Canan  bv  will,  in  1630,  gavetothis  panllii os.  yearly, 
charged  upon  his  houfe  and  land  in  North  Cray,  veiled  m truft, 

and  of  the  annual  produce  as  above. 

Sarah  Cowell  by  will,  in  1638,  gave  the  fum  of  12I.  out  of 
the  intereft  of  which  flie  ordered  that  16s.  fliould  be  paid  every 
year  on  Maundy  Thurfday,.to^ight  poor  widows  or  poor  women, 
now  veiled  in  the  parilli  ilock,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 
as  will  be  farther  mentioned. 

. The  Rev.  Abraham  Colfe,  by  will,  in  1659,  gave  oiie 
penny  loaf,  to  be  dillributed  each  Sunday  to  one  poor  houleholder 
after  divine  fervice,  the  money  veiled  in  the  Lcathei fellers  com- 
pany, by  a commiffion  of  charitable  ufes  in  1698,  now  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  4s.  4d. 

Thomas  Philpott  by  will,  in  1680.  gave  feveral  tenements 
in  Eltham  parilli,  for  building  lix  alms-houfcs  in  that  parifn,  and 
for  the  maintenance  of  fix  poor  people — to  be  chofen,  four  out 
of  Eltham,  and  two  out  of  Chefilhurll,  for  ever,  veiled  in  trul- 
tees,  of  which  more  has  been  already  mentioned  under  Elthain. 

Sir  Philip  Warwick  by  will,  in  i68a,  gave  lool.  the  inte- 
reft of  it  to  be  laid  out  yearly  in  putting  a child  of  this  parilli  to 
fome  fea  fervice,  which  money  is  now  150I.  3 per  cent,  confol. 
Bank  ann.  veiled  in  trullees,  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of 
4I.  lOS. 

John  Rand  by  will,  in  1 705,  gave  6s.  a year  for  ever,  and  two 
houfes  and  land,  about  three  acres,  now  in  the  parilh  Hock,  as 
hereafter  mentioned,  to  be  dillributed  to  the  poor  of  it,  by  the 
miniller  and  churchwardens,  on  the  firft  Sunday  in  November; 
among  the  pooreft  widowers  and  widows,  3s.  to  eacli,  and  now  of 
the  above  annual  produce.  He  died  in  1714,  and  lies  buried  in 
this  church. 

Mary  Farrington  by  will,  in  1714*  among  fuch 

poor  people  annually,  as  the  miniller  and  churchwardens  Ihould 
fee  proper,  eight  lottery  tickets,  which  proved  blanks,  and  after- 
wards, with  many  changes  and  ditHculties  amounted  to  70I.  in  the 
3 per  cent,  confol.  Bank  ann.  veiled  in  trull,  and  of  the  annual 
produce  of  al.  as. 

Rev.  G,  Wilson  by  will,  in  t 718,  gave,  to  teach  the  children 
to  fing  Pfalms,  and  to  buy  Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  and  books  of  de- 
votion, for  the  poor,  two  houfes,  now  the  fchool-houfe,  adjoin- 
ing to  the  poor  houfe,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  4I. 
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Thomas  Moore,  efq.  in  1733,  by  will,  gave  a fum  of  money 
to  the  charity  fchool,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  truftees  fliould  fee 
proper,  which  fchool  being  diflblved,  and  another  eftabliflied  in 
1757,  the  money  was  veiled  in  the  3 per  cent,  confol.  Bankann. 
for  the  ufe  of  the  new  fchool,  in  money,  now  tool,  in  the  fame 
annuities,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

John  Harvill,  In  1781,  executed  a deed,  wh.ch  was  in- 
rolled  in  chancery,  and  was  done  in  order  to  fulfil  the  defign  of 
his  brother,  William  Harvill,  who  had  left  the  fame  by  will,  but 
was  void  on  account  of  the  aft  of  Mortmain,  to  teach  fix  boys 
reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  a tenement  in  Chefilhurft,  veiled 
in  trullees,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  9I. 

Several  of  the  above  charities,  viz.  Cowell’s,  Warwick’s, 
Rand’s,  and  Wilfou’s,  which  had  been  veiled  in  land  or  houfes 
before  the  year  1 760,  were  by  aft,  anno  33  Geo.  II.  veiled  in  lord 
Robert  Bertie,  and  other  fecurities  of  greater  value  provided  in 
their  room,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  this  parilh,  as  above  fpe- 
cified,  a poor  houfe  or  workhoufe  being  erefted  by  lord  Robert 
Bertie,  on  condition  that  the  parillt  rates  Ihould  fulfil  the  defign  of 
Cowell’s  charity,  by  the  annual  dillribution  of  il.  among  the 
poor,  and  of  Rand’s,  by  the  dillribution  of  61.  per  annum  in 
November  according  to  his  will,  the  fame  lord  Rob,  Bertie  build- 
ing the  fchool  houfe  adjoining,  the  rent  of  which  is  appropriated 
to  the  ufe  of  Mr.  Wilfon’s  will,  the  fum  of  tool,  being  laid  out 
in  the  purchafe  of  3 per  cent,  confol.  aim.  to  fulfil  the  defigq 
of  Warwick’s  will. 

CHURCH  OF  CHESILHURST. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  luJmn  hrefeutcd.  rectors, 

f Stephen^ 

B'lJJiop  of  Rochejler ^ foun  IFilmingtone^  1316.* 

Adam  de  Bromleighd 

Alex.  Porter y died  in  May,  1452. 

Robert  Garret^  died  1 560.'“ 

Ralph  Harvie.,  in  1589.“ 

A.  Topha/n,  D.  D.  Ap.  6,  1630,’’ 
Riehard  Chafe.,  A.  M.  1636. 
Riehard  Edwards.,  1653,  1660. 
Geo.Wilfon,  obt.  Oft.  n,  1718.° 
Thomas  More.,  A.  M.  July  25, 
1719,  obt.  July  1 769. 

Francis  Wollafton,  L.L.B.  1769. 
Prefent  reftor.'* 


w Reg,  RolF.  p.  217. 

* Ibid.  p.  228.  y Ibid.  p.  353. 

_ » Alfo  rcilor  of  Hayes,  where  he 
lies  buried. 

* Cnftum  RoflT.  p.  38. 

h Ptefented  by  the  lord  keeper. 


Rymer’s  Feedrus,  vol.  xlx.  p.  259, 
c He  was,  by  his  will,  a benefaftor 
to  Bromley  charity-fehool,  of  which 
parilh  he  was  curate. 

d In  April  1777,  he  was  made 
precentor  of  St,  David’s. 
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• The  botanists  have  ob/erved  the  following  scarce  plants  in 

this  parifli : 


Sparteum  Batavicum  et  Angli- 
cum  ceu  fparteuiji  noftras  par- 
viim  Hollandicum  capillaceo 
folio  minus,  on  CJtefiUiurJi  (om. 
Oxys  alba,  lohite  iimd fond. 
Trifolium  acetofum  vulg.  variat 
Bore  rubro,  in  Stociwell  vmd  in 
this  JiariJii. 

Pingiucula  five  fanicula  Ebora- 
cenfis,  buttermort  orYorhJh.fani- 
cle , jdanted  here  by  Dr.  Bowles. 
Millegrana  minima,  dwarf  all- 
foed^  or  rujiture  grafs^  on  Chefd- 
hurjl  common, 

® See  Merrett’s  Pinax,  p.  58, 
569,  84i,  1 1 15,  1201,  1630. 


Saxifraga  alba  petraea,  white 
rock  faxifrage,  in  the  woods  of 
this  farijh, 

A rare  kind  of  kifijiurisj  or  horfe- 
tail,  which  grows  up  with  ma- 
ny little  branches, putting  forth 
at  each  joint  many  little  leaves ; 
the  joints  towards  the  tops  of 
the  branches  thick,  the  colour 
of  the  plant  grey,  inclining  to 
green. 

Herba  paris,  herb  true  love,  a- 
one  btrty.^ 

90,  94.  Johnfon’s  Ger.  Herb. 


HAYES 

LIES  fouth  weftward from Chefilhurft,  being  for- 
merly written  in  old  deeds,  Hefe. 

This  parifh  is  but  fmall,  the  village  ftands  nearly 
in  the  center  of  it,  having  the  church  on  the  weftern 
fide  of  it,  and  about  one  hundred  yards  from  it  Hayes- 
place.  The  river  Ravenfborne  flows  by  the  north- 
eaft  boundaritjs  of  this  parifh  ; in  the  fouthern  part  of 
it  is  Hayes  coinmon,  on  the  edge  of  which  is  the  an- 
tient  feite  of  Bafton  manor,  which  claims  over  the 
greateft  part  of  this  parifli,  fubordinate  to  the  manor 
of  Great  Orpington,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart.  of  which  manor  this  parifli  is  accounted 
an  appendage.  In  the  weftern  part  lies  the  reputed 
manor  or  farm  of  Pickhurft.  The  air  is  very  healthy, 
the  furface  forms  a valley,  running  nearly  north  and 
fouth,  with  the  ground  rifmg  gradually  on  each  fide, 
on  the  weft,  towards  Beckenham,  where  Pickhurft- 
green,  and  part  of  Langley-park,  is  at  Icaft  of  equal 
elevation  3 and  on  the  eaft,  towards  Bromley  com- 
mon, 
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mon,  the  two  predominant  foils  are  gravel  and  clay, 
though  there^is  fome  loam  and  fand. 

The  MANOR  OF  Baston,  mentioned  above,  was 
formerly  part  of  the  poffefiion  of  the  Squeries,  a fa- 
mily of  eminence  in  this  part  of  the  county,  who  bore 
for  their  arms,  A fquirrel  bronzing  a hazel  nut ; one  of 
whom,  Sir  John  de  Squerie,  was  feated  at  Squerie’s- 
court,  in  Wefterham,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  One  of  his  defcendants,  Thos.  Squerie, 
died  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  poflelfed  of 
this  manor,  as  well  as  of  the  adjoining  one  of  Weft 
Wickham,  and  left  them  to  his  fon  and  heir,  John 
Squerie,  who  dying  without  iffue,  in  the  4th  year  of 
king  Edward  IV.  his  two  fillers  became  his  coheirs, 
of  whom,  Margaret  married  to  Sir  William  Cromer 
of  Tunftal,  and  Dorothy  to  Richard  Mervin  of  Fon- 
tel’s,  in  Wiltibire,  who  in  her  right  became  pofleffed 
of  both  thefe  manors. The  manor  itfelf  of  Bafton, 
though  the  fcite  of  it,  with  the  demefne  lands,  were 
at  fome  time  afterwards,  but  when  is  not  to  be  found, 
fold  off  to  other  proprietors,  remained  in  the  fame 
tradt  of  ownerfliip  as  the  manor  of  Weft  Wickham, 
in  the  family  of  Heydon  and  Lennard  ; by  the  mar- 
riage of  a female  heir  of  the  latter,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Lennard,  efq.  they  became  together  the 
property  of  JohnFarnaby,  efq.  (younger  brother  of 
Sir  Charles  Farnaby  Radcliffe,  bart.)  and  he  is  the 
prefent  poffeffor  of  both  diefe  manors.* 

The  scite  of  Baston  manor,  called  Baston- 
couRT,  with  the  demefne  lands,  after  feveral  inter- 
mediate owners,  came  into  the  name  of  Luxford,  and 
William  Luxford,  in  1795,  alienated  Bafton-court 
and  the  demefne  lands  adjoining  to  it,  to  Mr.  James 
Randal,  the  prefent  owner  of  them  j but  the  reft  of 
the  lands,  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  common,  were 

' Philipott,  p.  1865  359.  * See  Weft  Wickham. 
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fold  by  him  at  the  fame  time  to  a different  perfon, 
who  annexed  them  to  another  farm. 

Ha  YES-PLACE  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  fituated 
about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  church  weftward, 
which  was  once  the  antient  refidence  of  a branch  of 
the  family  of  the  Scotts  of  Halden,  in  this  county. 
Sir  Stephen  Scott,  knt.  one  of  the  fons  of  John  Scott, 
efq.  or  Halden,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent  a crofs 
crojlet  fable y kept  his  fhrievalty  for  this  county  at  this 
feat,  in  1648,  being  then  one  of  the  gentlemen  pen- 
fioners  to  Charles  I.  He  afterwards  removed  his  refi- 
dence to  Chefhunt,  in  Hertfordfhire,  where  he  died 
in  the  year  1658,  and  w^as  buried  in  this  church. 
By  his  fecond  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Brograve,  efq.  he  had  feveral  children,  of  whom 
John  Scott,  efq.  the  elded  fon,  became  his  heir  in 
this  feat,  and  was  a gentleman  of  the  king’s  privy 
chamber.  He  married  dame  Heder,  widow  of  Sir 
Humphry  Style,  knt.  and  bart.  of  Langley,  in  vvhofe 
right  he  refided  there,  and  dying  in  1670,  lies  buried 
here,  Their  defcendant,  Stephen  Scott,  efq.  alienated 
this  feat  to  Mr.  John  Harrifon  of  Southwark,  whence 
it  was  fold,  in  1757,  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  William  Pitt, 
the  fecond  Ton  of  Robert  Pitt  of  Boconnock,  in  Corn- 
wall, efq.  who  was  defcended  from  Thomas  Pitt,  efq. 
fometime  governor  of  fort  St.  George,  who  bore  for 
his  arms.  Sable  a frfs  ehequy  argent  and  azure  between 
three  bezants.  He'died  in  1726,  leaving  three  fons 
and  two  daughters  j of  the  fons,  Robert,  the  elded, 
will  be  rnentioned  hereafter.  Thomas,  the  fecond, 
was  created  earl  of  Londonderry,  and  John  was  in  the 
army.  Robert  Pitt,  efq.  the  elded  fon,  was  of  Bo- 
connock, and  married  Harriet,  fider  of  John  Vil- 
lers,  vifcount  Grandifon,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons  ; 
Thomas  Pitt,  efq.  whowas  ofBoconnock, and  William, 
the  purchafer  of  this  feat,  as  above  mentioned,"  w'ho 

»*  See  Collins’s  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p.  206,  et  feq, 

in 
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in  1756,  being  then  a privy  coimfellor,  had  the  con> 
du^l  of  government  intruded  to  him,  as  prime  mi- 
nifter,  in  which  poft  he  conducted  himfelf  fo  ably 
that  the  Englifh  were  united  and  happy  at  home,  and 
feared  and  refpedted  abroad  j the  Britiih  enfigns  were 
difplayed  in  the  remoteft  regions,  and  the  national 
honour  advanced  to  a pitch  unknown  before. 

On  his  refignation  of  the  office  of  fecretary  of  date, 
on  0(d.  5,  1761,  the  king,  in  confideration  of  his 
great  and  important  fervices,  granted  to  the  lady 
Heder  Pitt,  his  wife,  fider  to  Richard  earl  Temple, 
the  dignity  of  Baronefs  of  Chatham,  in  this  count)'-, 
to  herfelf,  and  of  Baron  of  Chatham  to  his  heirs 
male.  101766,  he  was  again  called  to  be  minider 
of  date,  and  on  July  30,  that  year,  was  advanced  to 
the  titles  of  Vifcount  Pitt  of  Burton  Pynfent,  in  So- 
merfetfhire,  and  earl  of*  Chatham  in  this  county,  arid 
at  the  fame  time  he  had  the  cudody  of  the  privy  feal 
delivered  to  him,  which  he  foon  afterwards  refigned. 
Soon  after  his  purchaling  this  feat,  he  entirely  rebuilt 
it,  nearly  on  the  old  fcite,  but  there  being  only  a 
garden,  and  very  little  land  belonging  to  it,  he  added 
to  it  feveral  other  parcels  of  land,  which  he  bought  as 
opportunity  offered.  When  he  came  to  the  Burton- 
Pynfent  edate,  he  fold  this  feat,  with  his  property  in 
this  parifh,  in  1766,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Walpole, 
who  was  the  fecond  fon  of  the  late  Horatio  lord  Wah 
pole,  younger  brother  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the 
fird  earl  of  Oxford  of  this  family.  He  refided  here, 
and  made  confiderable  improvements  to  this  place, 
but  two  years  afterwards  re-fold  it  to  the  earl  of  Cha- 
tham, at  his  very  earned  and  importunate  requed,  who 
after  his  retirement  from  public  affairs,  refided  much 
here,  during  which  time  he  finiflied  the  grounds  and 
plantations  round  this  feat  with  that  elegance  of  tadc 
and  judgment  in  which  he  fo  particularly  excelled, 
inclofing  the  whole  within  a park  pale.  This  earl, 
called  from  his  fuperior  talents.  The  great  Earl  of  Chat- 
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ham^  (iied  at  this  feat,  on  May  ii,  1778^  iii  confe- 
qiience  of  the  violent  exertions  he  had  made  during  a 
fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  lords  ; when,  fainting  away,  he 
was  carried  home  to  his  houfe  in  London,  and  from 
thence  hither,  where  he  languiflied  but  a fhorl  time 
till  his  death,  and  was  afterw'ards  buried  in  Weflmin- 
fler  abbey  at  the  public  expence.  After  his  death, 
this  feat  was  retained  by  his  family  only  a few  years, 
and  in  1785,  was  by  them  alienated  to  James  Bond, 
efq.  then  lately  arrived  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  he  re- 
fided  here,  and  was  high  flieriff  of  this  county  in  1788, 
and  part  of  the  year  1789;  when,  being  created  a 
baronet  of  Ireland,  he  removed  thither,  having  pre- 
vioufly,  in  the  latter  year,  fold  this  eftate  to  the  Rt. 
Hon.  George  vilcount  Lewifliam,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Dartmouth,  who  is  the  prefent  pofleffor,  and 
now  refides  here.* 

The  Right  Hon.  fVilliam  Pitty  now  prime  minifter 
of  this  kingdom,  w'hofe  eminent  and  fuperior  abilities 
iuftly  entitle  him  to  the  admiration  of  all  Europe,  be- 
ing the  fecond  fon  of  ^be  great  Earl  of  Chatham, 
was  born  at  Hayes-place,  on  May  28,  i759>  during 
his  father’s  refidence  here. 

CHJRirJES. 

Elizabeth  Llovd  by  will,  in  1693,  gave,  for  putting  poor 
children  to  fchool,  a rent  charge  upon  land,  part  now  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Mr.  Stephen  Auften  Cumberlege,  and  part  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Mifs  Cleaver,  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Elizabeth  Harrison  by  will,  m 1738,  gave  40s.  yearly, 
for  putting  poor  children  to  Ichool,  los.  on  every  Good  Friday, 
to  fuch  as^fliould  fay  their  catechlfm  bell,  and  los.  for  the  truf- 
tees,  being  in  monev  lool.  vefted  in  the  3 per  cent.  Bank  ann. 
in  truft,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Hayes  is  wdthin  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefler.  It  is  d.  peculiar  to 

‘ See  a farther  account  of  lord  Lewifliam,  vol.  i.  p.  512. 
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the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  as  fuch,  is  in  the 
deanry  of  Siioreham. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  ftands 
about  the  middle  of  the  village.  It  confifts  of  one 
ifle  and  a chancel,  and  has  a tower,  on  which  is  a low 
and  rather  unfightly  pyramid ; in  it  hang  three  bells, 
the  moft  antient  of  which  was  call  by  Robert  Mot, 
anno  1602. 

In  this  church,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments 
and  infcriptions.  /«  tne  chancel^  on  a brafs  plate,  the  figure  of  a 
man  in  aprieft’s  habit,  and  memorial  for  Sir  John  Hey  gee,  late 
parfonof  this  church,  obt  Dec.  19, 1523  ; another  like  plate  for 
Sir  John  Andrew,  but  without  date ; a brafs  plate'for  John  Hand- 
ford,  foil  of  Humphry  Handford  of  London,  merchant,  died  an 
infant,  1610;  another  for  John  Hoare,  eighteen  years  rector  here, 
obt.  Feb.  u,  1584,  aet.  63  ; on  a brafs  plate  the  figure  of  a prieft, 
and  inlcription  for  John  Ofteler,  reftor  of  this  church;  an  in- 
fcription  under  the  eaft  window  for  Rob.  Garret,  prieft,  recftorof 
Hayes  and  Chefilhurft,  obt.  1560;  on  a ftone,  a monument  for 
John  Scott,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Step.  Scott  of  this  county,  who 
married  dame  Hefter,  widow  of  Sir  Humphry  Style,  knt.  and  bt. 
of  Langley;  he  was  of  the  king’s  privy  chamber  and  juftice  of  the 
peace  in  quorum  for  this  county,  obt.  1670,  aet.  45  ; on  agrave- 
ftone,  two  coats  quarterly,  ift  and  4th,  Scott,  a crofs  croflet,  2d 
and  3d,  a chevron  between  three  lleurs  de  lis ; and  a memorial 
for  Sir  Edw.  Scott  ;■  on  another,  with  a fliield,  the  like  arms; 
another  Scott,  impaling  on  a bend  voided  three  fleurs  de  lis,  a cre- 
fcent  for  difference ; a third  Scott,  impaling  Brograve,  a like  dif- 
ference, and  a memorial  for  Sir  Stephen  Scott,  one  of  the  fons  of 
John  Scott,  efq.  of  Halden,  gentleman  penfioner  to  the  late  king 
Charles,  and  flieriff  in  1648  ; he  marrie'd  firft  Jane  Morrall,widow, 
daughter  of  Sir  Cuthbert  Hackett,  fecondly  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  Brograve,  efq.  by  whom  he  had  five  fons  and  four  daugh- 
ters; after  a long  refidencein  this  parifli  he  removed  to  his  feat  at 
Chellumt,  in  Hertfordfliire,  where  he  died  in  1658,  oet.  79;  on  a 
ftone,  the  arms  of  Bradgate,  impaling  Scott;  and  a memorial  for 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  'F.  Bradgate,  merchant,  the  eldeft  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Stephen  Scott,  and  dame  Eliz.  his  wife,  obt.  1655,  cet. 
26,  leaving  a fon,  Martin,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth  ; on  a ftone 
a ftiield.  Reeve  impaling  Scott,  and  a memorial  for  Aniie,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Stephen  Scott,  late  of  this  parifli,  deceafed,  and  wife  of 
Wni.  Reeve,  gent,  of  Fayrle  in  the  ifle  of  Wight,  obt.  i66r, 
«t.  31 ; befides  which  there  are  feveral  grave  ftones  over  the  in- 
fant children  of  Sir  Stephen  Scott.’' 

See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church  at  large  in  Reg.  Roft.  p.  8 1 S. 

In 
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In  the  I fth  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  ol 
jHefe  was  valued  at  ten  marcs. ^ By  virtue  of  a cow- 
mtjjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of  church  livings,  in 
1650,  out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Hayes 
was  a parfonage,  having  a houfe  and  fixteen  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  it,  worth  forty  pounds  per  annum, 
one  Mr.  Chriftopher  Montjoy  enjoying  it,  an  honefl 
painful  preacher.™  It  is  a difcharged  living,  in  the 
king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  49I. 
the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are  13s. 

The  church  of  Hayes  is  at  prefent  a re<5lory,  having 
the  church  of  Downe  as  a chapel  annexed  to  it,  in 
the  patronage  of  the  reftor  of  Orpington.  There  was 
a penfion  of  6s.  8d.  (not  i6s.  8d.  as  erroneoufly  prin- 
ted in  E61;on)  demanded  by  the  redlor  of  Orpington 
from  the  redor  of  this  parifh  yearly,  the  payment  of 
which,  as  there  was  not  any  trace  found  of  its  being 
paid  for  a number  of  years  paft,  was  refufed  a few 
years  ago,  and  was  immediately  given  up  by  the  rec- 
tor of  Orpington. 

CHURCH  OF  HJYES. 

RECTORS. 

\ Tho7nas  de  Hed^rfette^  LL.D,  ob. 

...  t 1405-" 

John. 

M'illiam  Multoii^  clerk,  refigned 
1411.“ 

Thomas  Revcil,  1411. 

. yohm  S»dth,  1464,  1488. 

. , yo/w  OJielcy. 

yohn  j}ndrev}. 

yohn  Heygge^  ob.  Dec.  19,  1 523. 
Chriji.  Sharp arrotve^  ob.  i 549.'’ 
Robert  Garrett,  ob.  1566.'^ 

1 Stev.  Mon.  vol.  I.  p.  456,  tory  with  Tho.  Revcll  for  the  deanry 

Parl.Sur.  Lambeth  libr.  v.  xiv.  of  Hinqham,  in  Norfolk,  lb.  vol.  t. 

n Blomfield’s  Noif  vol.  ii.  p.  ^67.  p.  666. 

Alfo  reflor  of  Gillingham  in  this  co.  P Buried  in  this  church. 

0 \Vm.  Muhon  exchanged  this  rec»  9 Alfo  reftor  of  Chefilhurft. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  Tnhom  prejented. 


Rcitor  of  Orhington. 


J i i'v 
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PATRONS,  (jfc:  RECTORS. 

Rcc^ior  of  Orpington Jolm  Hoare,  clerk,  ob.  Feb.  1 1, 

1584. 

Samuel  Darknoll,  Jan.  1 586. 
Francis  Allott^  in  Auguft  1615, 
obt.  1619. 

Chrijiopher  Monhon,  in  March 
1619,  obt.  July  I,  165s. 
Thomas  Wood^  1652. 

Robert  Bourne,  1684. 

C.  Sclater,  Ap.  1689,  ob.  1696. 
Robert  Davidfon,  A.  M.  induft. 
, Dec.  17,  1696,  obt.  May  27, 

Chrt/iopher  Clarke,  A.M.  indudl. 
June  10,1 714,  refig.  Dec.  25, 
1733." 

7ho?nas  IValwin,  A.  M.  induft. 

Ap.  12,  1733,  obt.  1747. 
JVaher  Walker  Ward,  D.  D. 

1747,  obt.  1755. 

William  Farquar,  1755, 
March  1774. 

Francis  Fawkes,  A.  M.  in  Ap. 
■ 1 774-  oht.  Aug.  1777.' 

John  Till,  Oft.  1777.  Prefent 
reftor.** 


Alfo  reftor  of  Chelsfield,  and  cu*  * He  was  before  vicar  of  Orpington, 
rate  of  Downc.  He  was  buried  in  this  with  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  curate  of 
church.  Noclcholt,  which  latter  he  kept  with 

s He  was  alfo  reftor  of  Kefton,  this  reftory. 
archdeacon  of  Norwich,  and  preben-  u And  vicar  of  Orpington,  with  St- 
daryofEly,  Mary’s  Cray. 

WEST  WICKHAxM 

LIES  the  next  parifh  from  Hayes,  weftward,  ad- 
joining to  the  county  of  Surry.  It  is  called  Welt 
Wickham  from  its  lituation,  and  to  diltinguifli  it  from 
two  other  parilhes  of  the  fame  name  in  this  county  ; 
and  has  its  name  of  Wickham  from  the  Saxon  words 
IVic,  a ftreet  or  way,  and  haniy  a dwelling. 

Thjs  parifh  bounds  to  the  county  of  Surry,  both  to 
the  fouth  and  well.  It  lies  on  high  ground  and  is  very 
• - , hilly. 
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hilly.  The  foil  is  various,  being  in  Tome  parts  chalk, 
and  in  others  gravel,  fand,  and  fome  clay,  the  whole 
being  thin  land.  It  contains  about  two  thoufand  five 
hunch-ed  acres,  moftly  arable  land.  In  the  middle  of 
the  parifh  ftands  the  court  lodge  and  church,  and  about 
half  a mile  north-weft  the  parfonage.  About  midway 
between  the  church  and  Beckenham,  north- weft,  is  the 
village,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  a houfe,  which  fome 
few  years  ago  was  the  refidence  of  Sir  Tho.  Wilfon, 
who  kept  his  Ihrievalty  here  in  1760.  He  alienated 
it  in  1773,  to  Charles  Hafkins,  efq.  who  lately  fold 
it  to  Sir  Peter  Burrell,  knight  and  baronet,  fince 
created  lord  Gwydir,  and  he  is  the  prefent  owner 
of  it,  but  it  is  occupied  by  Samuel  Farmer,  efq.  At 
, a fmall  diftance  northward  is  another  good  houfe, 
belonging  to  Charles  Waller,  efq.  before  Arnold 
Nifbet’s,  efq.  now  the  refidence  of  William  Whit- 
more, efq. 

There  is  an  odd  cujiom  ufed  in  thefe  parts,  about 
Kefton  and  Wickham,  in  Rogation  week;  at  which 
time  a number  of  young  men  meet  together  with  a moft 
hideous  noife,  run  into  the  orchards,  and  incircling  each 
tree  pronounce  thefe  words : 

Stand  faft  root,  bear  well  top  ; 

God  fend  us  a youling  fop  ! 

E’ry  twig,  apple  big  ; 

E’ry  bough,  apple  enow  ! 

For  which  incantation  the  confufed  rabble  expedt  a 
gratuity  in  money,  or  drink,  which  is  no  lefs  welcome. 
But  if  they  are  difappointed  of  both,  they,  with  great 
folemnity,  anathematife  the  owners  and  trees,  with  al- 
together as  infignificant  a curfe. 

It  feems  highly  probable  that  this  cuftom  has  arifet> 
from  the  antient  one  of  perambulation  among  the 
heathens,  when  they  made  their  prayers  to  the  gods, 
for  the  ule  and  blefiings  of  the  fruits  coming  up>  with 
thankfgivings  for  thofe  of  the  preceding  year.  Ami  as 
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the  heathens  fuppllcated  Eolus,  god  of  the  winds,  for 
his  favorable  blafts ; fo  in  this  cuftom,  they  ftill  retain 
his  name  with  a very  fmall  variation,  this  ceremony 
being  called  Touling^  and  the  word  is  often  ufed  in  their 
invocations. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
the  manor  of  Weft  Wickham,  and  over  the  mefluage 
and  lands  called  Spring-park,  Old  park,  Friths-wood, 
and  Chambers  grove,  as  being  within  the  jurifdidion 
of  the  duchy  court  of  Farnborough.'‘ 

In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr  this  place  was 
held  of  the  king  by  one  Godric.  William  the  Con- 
queror granted  it  to  his  half-brother,  Odo,  the  great 
and  potent  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  earl  of  Kent,  of  whom 
Adam  Fitzhubert  held  it,  as  the  furvey  of  Domefday 
informs  us ; in  which  it  is  thus  entered,  under  the  ge- 
neral title  of  the  bifliop  of  Baieux’s  lands : 

'The  fame  Adam  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux) 
Wicheham.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling.  The  arable 

land  is In  demefne  there  are  Hvo  carucates, 

and  24  villeins  having  four  carucates.  There  are  13 
fervants,  and  one  church,  and  one  mill  of  10  pence  yearly 
value,  aiid  one  wood  for  the  pannage  of  10  hogs.  In 
the  time  of  K.  Edward  the  ConfeJJbr  it  was  worth  8 
pounds,  and  afterzvards  6 pounds,  and  notv  13  pounds. 
Godric  held  it  of  K.  Edward. 

This  manor  came  afterwards  into  the  pofleffion  of 
a branch  of  the  eminent  family  of  Huntingfield,^  who 
had  large  pofieftions  in  this  county,  and  made  both  this 
and  Huntingfield  in  Eafling,  their  principal  feats  in  it. 
By  the  Roll  of  Knights  P'ees,  taken  in  the  feventh  ot 
king  Edward  I.  it  appears,  that  Peter  de  Huntingfield 
was  then  lord  of  Weft  Wickham.  He  was  flierifF  of 
this  county  in  the  nth,  12th,  and  13th  years  of  that 
reign,  and  kept  his  fhrievalty  at  his  manor-houfe  ol 

* Kilb.  Survey,  p.  288,  Pari.  Surveys,  Augtn.  office. 

' See  Philipott,  p.  361. 

Huntingfield 
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Huntlngfield  before-mentioned.  He  is  in  the  lift^  of 
thofe  brave  Kentifh  gentlemen,  who  attended  that  king 
in  his  vi6lorious  expedition  Into  Scotland,  in  the  26  th 
year  of  his  reign,  and  afllfted  at  the  fiege  of  Carlave- 
rock,  in  that  kingdom  ; for  which  fervice  he,  with 
many  others,  received  the  honor  of  knighthood.  He 
died  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Edward  II.'*  This  branch 
of  the  family  of  Huntlngfield  bore  for  their  arms,  a fefs 
between  three  crofs  crojlets  giileSy  as  appears  by  a feal  in 
the  Dering  library. 

Hisfon  and  heir.  Sir  Walter  de  Huntlngfield,  in  the 
iith  year  of  that  reign,  obtained  a charter  of  free 
ivarren  to  his  manor  of  Weft  Wickham,  a market 
weekly  on  a Monday,  and  a fair  yearly  on  the  vigil  and 
day  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  ; and  he  had  at  the  fame 
time  licence  to  impark  his  wood  here,  called  the  Frith.* 
His  fon,  Sir  John  de  Huntlngfield  paid  aid  for  it  in 
the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  three  knights 
fees,  which  Peter  de  Huntlngfield  before  held  in  Wyk- 
ham,  of  Ralph  Fitznichols.  He  was  fummoned  to  fit 
as  a baron  in  parliament,  in  the  37th,  38th,  and  42d 
years  of  that  reign  but  before  the  end  of  it,  this  fa- 
mily terminated  in  two  female  heirs,  Joane  and  Alice; 
the  former  of  whom  married  John  Copledike,  and  the 
latter  Sir  John  Norwich. 

On  the  divifion  of  their  Inheritance  this  manor  was 
allotted  to  the  former,  whofe  hufband,  John  Cople- 
dike, who  feems  to  have  aflumed  the  arms  of  Hunr 
tingfield,  as  he  bore,  Argent^  a chevron  betzveen  three 
crojs-crojlets  gides^  w^as  poflefled  of  it  in  the  laft  year  of 
king  Richard  II.  But  it  did  not  long  remain  in  this 
name  ; for  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  Tho- 
mas Squerie,  of  Squeries-court  in  Wefterham,  died 
pollclled  of  this  manor.  He  left  it  to  his  fon  and  heir, 
John  Squerie,  who  dying  without  ifllie  in  the  4th  year 

* Rot.  Efcb.  ejus  an. 

“ Rot.  Pat.  anno  11  K.  Edw.  II.  No.  and  ibid.  pt.  2. 

Cott.  Records,  p.  88,  99,  and  104. 
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of  king  Edward  IV.  his  two  lifters  became  his  coheirs ; 
of  whom  Dorothy,  the  youngeft  fifter,  married  Richard 
Mervin  of  Fontels,  inWiltfliircj  who,  upon  the  divifion 
of  their  eftates,  became  in  her  right  poflefled  of  this 
manor.  He,  not  long  after,  pafled  it  away  to  Richard 
Scrope,  who,  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  alie- 
nated it  by  fine  to  Ambrofe  Crefeacre,  and  he,  not  long 
after,  tranfmitted  it  by  fale,  to  Henry  Heydon,  of  Ba- 
Gonfthorpe,  in  Norfolk,  elq.  afterwards  knighted*  who 
was  the  fon  of  John  Heydon,  of  that  place,  elq.  de- 
fended of  anceftors  who  were,  many  generations  be- 
fore, of  Heydon,  in  that  county,  and  bore  for  their 
arms,  quarterly,  Argent  and  gulesy  a crofs  eyigrailed, 
and  crown  interchanged.  He  refided  at  Baconfthorpe, 
and  purchafcd  three  hundred  marcs  of  land  in  yearly 
rent,  of  which  one  hundred  pounds  a year  were  here 
at  Wickham,  where  he  hxxAx.  that  right  fair  marior --place  y 
and  fair  churchy  as  Leland  calls  it,  now  remaining.' 

Sir  John  Heydon,  of  Baconfthorpe,  knight,  his  fon, 
inherited  this  manor,  and  left  it  at  his  death  to  his 
eldeft  fon.  Sir  Chriftopher  Heydon,  whole  fon,  of 
the  fame  name,  was  a man  of  fome  note  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth ; his  fon  and  heir.  Sir  William 
Heydon,  fucceeded  to  this  manor  in  the  twenty-fecond 
year  of  that  reign,  the  fame  being  then  held  of  the 
queen,  as  of  the  honour  of  Albermarky  by  knights  fervice ; 
he  alienated  it  in  the  latter  end  of  that  reigrt  to  John 
Leonard,  of  Chevening,  efq.  cuftos  brevium  of  the 
common-pleas,  who  purchafed  it  for  his  fecond  fon, 
Samuel  Leonard,  and,  befides,  left  to  him,  by  liis  will, 
five  hundred  marcs  per  annum. 

He  feated  himfelf  at  Wickham,  and  was  afterwards 
knighted,  and  married  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters 
of  Sir  Stephen  Slanie,  of  London,  and  had  by  her 
feveral  fons  and  daughters.  He  died  in  1618,  and  was 
buried  in  this  church. 
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' Leland’s  Itin.  vol.  iv.  part  i.  p.  13. 
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ruxlev  hundred. 

Sir  Stephen  Lennard,  his  eldeft  fon,  this 

manor,  and  was  created  a baronet 
by  his  third  wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Oglan- 
der,  Sir  Stephen  Lennard,  bart.  his  fucceffor,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Roy,  and  daughter 
of  Delaline  Hufley,  of  Dorfetfhiij,  elq.  ^ He  was 
knight  of  the  thire  for  the  county  of  Kent,  in  the  y tA 
year  of  queen  Anne,  and  died  in  1709,  leaving  by  Eli- 
zabeth, his  wife,  one  fon,  Sir  Samud  Lennard,^  bart. 
and  three  daughters.  He  died,  poirdTed  of  this  ma- 
nor,  in  1727,  without  lawful  iffue,  leaving  two  natural 
fons,  Samuel  and  Thomas.  To  the  former  of  whom 
by  his  will,  in  1726,  he  devifed  this  manor  ; and  to  the 
latter  he  bequeathed  the  advowfon  of  this  church. 

Samuel  Lennard,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  died  poflefled 
of  this  manor,  leaving  his  widow  furviving,  (afterwards 
re-married  to  Francis  Auften,  of  Sevenoke,  efq.  fince 
dcceafed)  and  an  only  daughter,  Mary,  who  afterwards 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  Farnaby,  efq.  (younger 
brother  of  Sir  Charles  Farnaby  Radcliffe,  bart.)  and  he 
is  the  prefent  pofleffor  of  it. 


CHARITIES. 

The  Lady  Margaret  Slanie,  in  i6i3,  gave  3I.  yearly, 
payable  by  the  Mercers’  company,  to  put  out  poor  cmldren  ap- 
prentices. . 

In  memorv  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  Sir  Samuel  Lennard, 
bart.  in  161 '7,  gave  20s.  per  annum  to  the  Minifter  of  this  pa- 
rifti,  to  preach  on  the  5th  of  November ; and  40s.  to  40  poor 
people,  viz.  15  of  this  parifli,  10  of  Kefton,  lo  of  Hayes,  and 
t;  of  Farnborow  ; all  of  whom  were  to  be  prefent  at  the  fermon. 
The  land  in  Hayes,  called  Dock-mead,  pays  it. 


West  Wickham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry 
ofDartford.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St. 
John  Baptift,  was  built  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
VII.  by  Sir  Henry  Heydon,  the  patron  and  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Weft  Wickam.  It  confifts  of  two  ifles  and 
a chancel;  the  fteeple  ftands  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
fouth  fide  of  it,  and  has  five  bells  in  it,  the  oldeft  of 
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The  Cock  and  Lioh  Back-Gate. 
The  Top  of  T)arfford  Hill. 


Maiden  Lane,  the  Bounds  of  T>anford  Pariih  to  the  Righf- 
The  Left  Hand  Bounds  of  ’Dartfofd  P^rhh,  joining  to  Crayford  Parilh. 

The  firft  Stream  at  Crayford.  

The  great  River  at  Crayford. 


The  Point  oppofite  to  Crayford  Church. 
Nettlebed’s  Bottom. 


The  Right  Hand  Bounds  iof  Crayford  Parilh. 
Entrance  upon  Bexley-We.3.t\\. 


The  Bounds  of  Crayford  Parilh  joining  to  Bexley  Parilh. 

— The  Tree  on  Bexley-HftAth.  — 

The  Golden  Lion  Ale-Houfe.  — 

Crook-log  Houfe.  

The  Crofs-Road  to  Bexley. 


The  End  of  Bexley  Parilh  on  the  Ritht  Hand  joining  to  Wickham. 

The  Eaft-End  Wellend.  ' 

■I  The  Middle  of  Wellend.  * 

- Mr.  Nicholfbnst  Houfe.  ■ - 

Shoulder  of  Mutton  Piece. 


The  End  of  Wickham  Parilh  on  the  Right-Hand,  joining  to  Tlumftead. 
The  End  of  Bexley  Parilh  on  the  Left-Hand,  joining  to  E It  ham. 
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Bart  of  the  Road  leading  to  Tunbridge. 


From  New-Crofs  Turnpike  to  the  top  ofj 
Loam-Pit-Hill,  in  LensjiJham  Parilh,  i 
Thence  to  Lewijham  Bridge, 

Thence  to  Lewipam  Church-Yard,  — 

Thence  to  Rufhey-Grecn,  

Thence  to  Five-Field-Lane, 


Thence  to  the  firft  Mill-pond  at  South-End 


N.  B.  Jlmoft  8 Inches,  [or  juft  7li  Inches) 
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The  Ufe  of  th 


When  any  intermediate  Place  is  given,  you  may  thusj 
find  its  Diftance  from  either  of  the  extream  Places.  Sj 
if  you  would  know,  for  example,  how  far  Wellend 'd 
either  from  Dartford  Church,  or  from  the  Stones-End} 
at  Kent-ftreet ; you  may  thus  read  it  in  the  Table.j 
4 Miles,  7 Furlongs,  25)6  Links,  is  the  Diftance  between' 
Dartford  Church  and  the  Middle  of  Wellend.  The 
Diftance  of  which  from  the  Stoncs-End  in  Kent-ftreet 
is  9 Miles,  3 Furlongs,  5-77  Links.  And  the  like  in  all 
other  Cafes. 
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The  End  of  Bexley  Parifh  on  the  Left  Hand,  joining  to  Eltham. 

' — The  marked  Tree  at  the  Foot  of  Shooter's-HiW.  — 

The  Top  of  Shooter’s-HyW. 


The  Catherine-'Wh.ccl  Sign-Poft  going  down  the  Hill. 


^ ■ The  End  of  Blumjiead  Parifh,  joining  to  Woolwich.  — — ■ — - 
The  Direftion-Poft,  parting  Eltham,  Woolwich,  and  Charlton  Parilhes^ 


The  End  of  Charlton  Parilh  on  the  Right  Hand,  joining  to  Greenwich. 

■ i The  Sun  Ale-Houfe.  ■ 

■ ' Entrance  upon  Black-Heath.  — 

The  Stone  parting  Lewijham,  Greenwich,  and  Charlton  Parilhes. 


The  Corner-Houfe  at  Greenwich-Vzrk.  Wall. 


— The  Bound-Stone  in  the  Road  parting  Lewijham  and  Greenwich.  — 
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Beckham  Lane.  


The  End  of  Deptford  Parilh,  joining  to  Camberwell. 

The  Half-Way-Houfe.  

— Beckham  Gap.  — 

Stone  Bridge. 


The  Turn-pike  criAmg  Camberwell,  and  entring  St.  G^’(?r^e’s  Parilh. 
The  Stones-End  at  Kent-Jireet,  London.  ■■  ■ 
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Alfo  by  the  Column  of  Differences  you  may  know 
the  Diftance  of  any  two  intermediate  Places.  Thus, 
from  the  Entrance  upon  Bexley  Heath,  to  the  Bounds 
of  Crayford  Parilh  joining  to  Bexley,  is  i Furlong, 
330  Links:  Thence  to  the  Tree  on  Bexley  Heath  is 
2 Furlongs,  dyy  Links ; Thence  to  the  Golden-Lion 
Ale-Houfe,  (or  the  End  of  Bexley  Heath)  is  3 Furlongs, 
371  Links.  Therefore  adding  thefe  three  Differences! 
together,  the  whole  Extent  of  Bexley  Heath  will  bej 
found  7 Furlongs,  35-6  Links. 


The  Crofs-Road  to  Deptford. 


Left  Hand, 


Thence  to  the  fame  Parilh  on  the  Right, 
Th^ce  to  the  Three  Crowns  Ale-houfe, 


1 From  the  Turn-pike  to  Bermondfey. 


Toi  Bermondfey  Parilh, 

Td  the  Stones-End,  — 


Meafured  in  the  Year  1738, 
j|y  Charles  Sloane,  of  Gravefend. 
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which  was  made  in  1642  j at  which  time  the  fteeple 
was  repaired,  and  a handfome  vane  ereded  on  the  top 
of  it. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church,  are 
the  following : Li  t/ie  c/iancel  three  ftones,  with  brafs  plates,  one 
M'ith  the  figure  of  a prieft,  and  infcription  for  William  de  Thorp, 
once  reftor  of  this  church,  obt.  May  10,  1407;  Another  like 
for  Sir  John  Stockton,  obt.  Sept.  24,  1515.  One  again  ft  the 
iouth  wall,  with  an  infcription  for  John  Langborne,  at  Kich* 
mond,  in  Yorkftiire,  afterwards  fellow  of  St.  John’s  college, 
Cambridge,  then  parfon  of  this  parifti,  and  refident  37  years, 
obt.  16 1 g,  ast.  77.  In-  the  nave,  a memorial  for  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  William  Applebury,  citizen  of  London,  and  daughter  of 
d’homas  and  Martha  Skewington,  late  of  Haws,  in  this  parifli, 
obt.  1706,  ast.  34.  In  the  north  ckaticel,  which  is  folely  appro- 
priated to  the  Leonard  family  and  their  defcendants,  a monument 
with  a fhield  for  four  coats,  quarterly,  Lennar d,  or  on  a fefs 

gules,  3 Jleurs  de  Us  of  the  field  ; fecond,  quarterly,  argent  and fable, 
an  eagle  df played  in  the  firjl  quarter  of  the  laji ; third,  vaire,  a 
chief  ermine ; the  fourth,  as  the  firf,  and  an  infcription  for  Sir 
Samuel  Leonard,  born  at  Ghevening,  bred  at  Cambridge  and 
Lincoln’s-Inn ; he  lived  and  died  in  this  parifli,  having  had  by 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Stephen  Slanye,  late  lord-mayor  of 
London,  four  Ions  and  eight  daughters,  obt.  1618,  aet.  65.  In 
a window  over  it  are  his  arms  and  quarterings,  impaling  quar- 
terly, a bend  betiveen  3 martlets,  or,  and  underneath,  Lennar d and 
Slanie ; near  which  are  three  other  fhields  of  arms  belonging  to 
this  family.  In  the  fame  window  are  the  figures  of  our  Saviour, 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  death.  In  the  three  north  windows  are 
the  figures  of  our  Saviour,  the  Virgin  Mary,  St.  Anthony  and 
St.  Chriftopher,  carrying  the  infant  Jefus  over  a river,  and  fi.v 
different  fliields  of  the  relatives  of  the  family  of  Leonard. — 
Againft  the  fouth  wall,  on  a marble  monument,  are  the  arms  of 
Hobbes,  impaling  Leonard,  and  an  infcription  for  Margaret, 
wife  of  Thomas  Hobbes,  efq.  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Samuel  Leo- 
nard, who  died  in  child-bed  of  her  only  child,  in  1608,  aged  20.*^ 

• This  church,  which  is  a reftory,  was  always  eftcemed 
an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Weft  Wickham,  and  as 
fuch  in  the  pateonage  of  the  owners  of  it,  till  Sir  Sa- 
niuel  Leonard,  bart.  dying  in  1727,  devifed  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  it  by  his  will,  in  1726,  to  his  youngeft  na- 
tural fon,  Thomas,  and  the  manor  to  his  eldeft,  Samuel 

* See  the  monum.  and  infcrip.  in  this  church  at  large  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  8zo. 
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Lcnnard,cfq.'  And  though  afterwards,  on  the  death  of 
Thomas  Lennard,  it  came  again  into  the  polieffion  ot 
his  eldeft  brother  Samuel,  owner  of  the  manor  like  wile, 
vet  it  remained  an  advowfon  ingrofs,  in  which  ftate  it  has 
continued  down  to  John  Farnaby,  efq.  owner  of  the 
manor  of  Weft  Wickham,  and  the  prefent  patron  ot 

this  churcii.  , r . i u x 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 

Weft  Wickham  was  valued  at  twenty-five  marcs/  It 
is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  i il.  10s.  lod.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  il.  3s.  id/  It  is  now,  1784,  of  the 
clearly  annual  value  of  three  hundred  pounds. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  out  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, it  was  returned,  that  Weft  Wickham  was  a f»r- 
fonage,  having  a houfe  and  fome  glebe  land  belonging 
to  it,  worth  Seventy  pounds  per  annum ; one  Mr. 
Cockerell  enjoying  it,  a painful  mlnifter.'  i, 

i . 

CHURCH  OF  H^EST  WICKHAM, 

• ■I 

PATRONS,  ; 

Or  by  whom  Jirejented.  rectors. 

Lord  of  the  manor  of  Weji  ll'tci-l  William  dcThorpe,  obt..  May  10, 

ham i4°7* 

yohn  Stockton f obt.  Sept.  24-1 

^ 5 ' 5- 

John  Lang,  1582,  obt.  1619. 
Daniel  Cockerell,  D.  D.  in  1630. 
Benjamin  Sjienccr,  Auguft  ai, 
1657.* 

' Charles  Bunting,  1666. 

Edward  Taylm  , 1 700. 

Charles  Hunijthys,  D.  D.  obt. 
i Nov.  23,  1719. 

Charles  Hujfey,  D.  D.  1 720. 


e Cafes  in  Pari,  anno  173 S-  Auden, 
Bt.  and  others,  yerfus  Sir  John  Leigh, 
f 9tev.  Mon.  vWl.  i.  p«  4i** 

S Bacon  Lib.  Regis. 


h Parl.Surv.  Lambeth-libr.  v.xiv. 

I He  was  prefenied  by  Sir  Stephen 
Lennard,  but  whether  it  took  eSe£l  i 
am  not  certain. 
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KESTON 

IS  the  next  parifli  eaft-ward.  It  was  antiently 
written  Chejlan^  the  found  ot  the  Saxon  C being  often 
exprefled  by  the  letters  Ch,  and  was  fo  called  proba- 
bly (fiafi  Chejlerton,  i.  e.  the  place  of  the  camp  or 
fortification ; but  the  Britons  pronouncing  the  C as 
we  do  K at  this  time,  it  came  to  be  called  by  its  pre- 
fent  name  of  Keston  ; and  fome  ingenious  etymo- 
logifts  have  fancied  they  have  dlfcovered  fomething  of 
C^far’s  name  in  it,  from  whence  they  would  have  it 
derived,  qiiaji  Ktefar's  Town^  as  the  Britons  always 
pronounced  his  name.  7'he  liberty  of  the  dutchy  of 
Lancafler  claims  over  this  parifh,  as  being  within  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  duchy  court  of  Farnborough,'” 

Keston  is  but  a fmall  parilb,  lying  moftly  on 
high  ground,  the  foil  is  in  general  poor  and  thin,  but 
in  the  vallies,  efpecially  towards  the  eaft,  it  is  rich 
and  loamy ; there  is  no  particular  village,  but  there 
are  two  clufters  of  houfes,  which  lie  at  about  a mile 
diflance,  north  and  fouth ; the  latter  built  round 
Leaves- green,  in  the  road  leading  to  VVeflerham. 
There  are  feveral  good  houfes  in  the  parifh  belonging 
to  John  Nefbit,  efq.  Col.  Kirkpatrick,  Mr.  Yates, 
and  Capt.  Pocock,  but  the  principal  manCon  is  that 
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of  Holwood-hill,  for  the  accommodation  of  which 
the  old  broad  road,  which  ufcd  to  go  at  the  eaflern 
fide  of  it  has  been  lately  turned  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  now 
winds  beautifully  round  the  weft  fide  of  the  hill,  leav- 
ing the  church,  parfonage-houfe,  and  Kefton  court, 
a little  to  the  weftward,  and  thence  leads  on  to  Leaves- 
green  and  Wefterham.  Holwood-hill  is  furrounded 
by  much  rough  ground,  on  the  weft  fide  of  which  is 
the  antient  Roman  camp,  near  which  the  river  Ra- 
venfborne  takes  its  rife,  on  Kefton  common,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  to  the  weft  of  the  camp,  and  direds 
its  courfe  through  this  parifli , between  thofe  of  Hayes 
and  Bromley,  and  fo  on  towards  Beckenham  and  Lew- 
ifham,and  having  received  into  it  feveral  fmall  ftreams, 
it  pafles  from  thence  through  the  town  of  Depiford, 
and  prefently  after  empties  itfelf  into  the  Thames. 

The  remains  of  the  above  mentioned  camp,  which 
certainly  is  the  fineft  piece  of  antiquity  in  all  thele 
parts,  confifts  of  a large  and  strong  fortifi- 
cation," of  an  oblong  form,  commanding  anexten- 
five  view  on  every  fide  ; the  aera  whereof  is  partly  in- 
clofed  with  rampiers  and  double  ditches,  of  a vaft 
heighth  and  depth,  efpecially  on  the  fouth  and  weft 
ftdes.  It  is  fo  large  as  to  be  near  two  miles  in  com- 
pafs,  containing  near  one  hundred  acres  of  ground ; 
one  fide  of  the  innermoft  vallum  being,  by  meafurement, 
above  feven  hundred  yards  in  length,  from  the  brow 
of  the  hill  towards  Holw^ell-houfe,  and  muft  have 
been  the  work  of  much  time  and  many  hands,  and  is 
moft  probably  Roman,  not  only  from  its  form,  but 
from  the  quantity  of  Roman  bricks,  tiles,  antient 
foundations,  and  other  remains,  which  have  continu- 
ally been  difcovered  and  turned  up  by  the  plough 
hereabouts.  Coins  of  the  middle  and  lower  empire 
have  likewife  been  frequently  picked  up  by  thofe 
whofe  curiofity  has  led  them  to  examine  this  place, 

“ Camb.  p.  219.  Harris,  p.  168.  Horf.  Brit  Rom.  p.  423. 

From 


- '•  f 'f  /'f  f 

Till.  /^.  r(ti.  ,’^r-i-i.  ^ 

Jic  4^o-d<-  /f  7^ 


ffj  I l'-<^  ?'l^i^  ^ C-C-f  d-^x  A ^■ 

/kc.  /^rA//V<^  fff-  ^ ^^7 

k,.Lr,.  U 


r> 


'(^  l‘  -^ix.  /<  «-  ^ V-  d < 

/ 


/ 


/k 


t \f 


/w/  /. 

/ 


« 


2-8  fx- 


Vf„^'  • iy)3 

/ , ^ r>  ^ 

i'H/vit"J  A-/ ■ •1'/ 

A',  - h 


■^ . ' . 7»  N*' 

^^^t  //  y/;  t<  < ^ ' . 

H^wi  4 /*7  9 

(T^n  O i>  '<^  ^ ^ '■ 

^ lU.  '.' ' — 


/pci 


r> 


/ 


(■>/  C/\A  *^u  /Jt 

P'//- 


'hi 


'r^’  /)}i^t,  / I 


p^  f n 

3i^ 


/;;i 


/} 


(/t'^Jy  ^lk^^ 

' /3^  />0^ 

/liy  f^ 

3 ^ 

'k!':\py-rth/~rJr,-/.^ 

/i..hic^  iS  />i'ii 

{^^2<?>>;/>  v-L  *kc^  

'*^1  /^^<5 


KESTON. 

From  this  camp  are  the  remains  of  a plain  way  down 
towards  the  fpring  head  of  the  river  Ravenfborne, 
which  lies  at  a very  fmall  diftance  north  weft  from  it ; 
by  which  the  foldiers  were,  no  doubt,  well  fupplied 
with  water.  This  fpring  was  formed  into  a beautiful 
bath,  at  the  expence  of  the  late  Mr.  Burrow,  who  in- 
clofed  it  with  pales,  and  planted  it  round  with  trees. 
The  late  broad  road  acrofs  the  camp,  mentioned  above, 
leading  from  Kefton  mark  to  Leaves-green,  was  but 
of  a modern  date ; the  fouth  eaft  part  of  the  area  was 
made  into  a lawn  by  the  late  Mr.  Burrow  j and  this 
road  has  been  turned  more  to  the  weft  ward  on  the 
other  fide  the  houfe,  as  has  been  already  noted  before 
a few  years  ago. 

Some  have  imagined  this  was  the  camp  which  Ju- 
lius Csefar  made  when  the  Britons  gave  him  the  laft 
battle,  with  their  united  forces,  juft  before  he  pafled 
the  Thames,  in  purfuit  of  Caflivelaun.  If  fo,  it  muft 
have  had  great  additions  fince  from  time  to  time,  to 
bring  it  to  that  ftate  of  ftrength  and  magnitude  which 
its  remains  now  point  out,  for  it  is  not  probable  that 
Ctefar  either  had  time,  to  caft  up  fuch  a work,  or  that 
he  would  not  have  mentioned  fo  confiderable  a one 
in  his  Commentaries.  Others  have  fuppofed  this  to 
have  been  the  remains  of  the  N oviomaguSy  the  firft  Ro- 
man ftation  from  London  towards  Dover ; in  fupport 
of  which  they  urge,  that  the  antient  Roman  road, 
inftead  of  going  through  Deptford,  as  the  prefent  one 
does,  direfted  its  courfe  much  more  fouthward,  mak- 
ing a circle  to  avoid  the  marfhes  between  Lambeth 
and  Deptford,  which  were  then  pafl'able  with  much 
difficulty,  from  their  lying  fo  very  low;  and  as  the 
river  was  not  then  imbanked,  were  overflowed  upon 
all  fpring  tides,  as  they  are  now  upon  all  extraordinary 
ones.  Others  have  conjedlured  this  ftation  to  have 
been  about  Bromley,  fome  as  far  off  as  Woodcote  and 
Croydon  in  Surry ; but  Kefton  being  more  northern, 
and  confequently  much  nearer  the  diredl  line  from 
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London  to  both  Rochefter  and  Maidftone,  feems  a 
much  more  likely  fpot  for  it  than  either  of  thofe  places, 
efpecially  as  the  number  of  miles,  which  this  place 
isdiftant  from  London,  will  very  nearly  anfwer  thofe 
in  Antoninus’s  Itinerary,  in  which  Noviomagns  is 
deferibed  as  the  firlf  ftation,  ten  miles  diftant  from 
London  ; for  fuppofing  fome  part  of  antient  London 
to  have  flood  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  Thames,  ^ 
it  is  faid  it  did,  and  that  the  Romans  reckoned  their 
diftance  from  the  extremity  of  the  fuburbs,  it  will  not 
be  much,  if  at  all,  farther  than  ten  miles  diftant  from 
London ; but  its  diftance  to  the  next  ftation,  F ag- 
niaca^  whether  that  was  at  Southfleet  or  Maidftone, 
will  not  anfwer  fo  well,  it  being  much  lefs  than  eigh- 
teen miles,  the  diftance  marked  in  the  Itinerary,  from 
the  former,  and  much  more  from  the  latter  of  thole 
places.  But  many  of  the  learned  in  antiquities, 
among  whom  are  bilhop  Stillingfleet,  Somner,  Bur- 
ton, and  others,  conjedure,  with  more  probability, 
that  this  ftation  of  Novtomagus  was  at  or  about  Cray- 
ford ; the  grounds  for  which  opinion  the  reader  will 
find  in  the  defeription  of  that  place. 

Mr.  Horfley  obferves,  in  his  Britannia  Romana, 
that  the  ground  within  the  compafs  of  this  fortifica- 
tion is  too  large  for  a ftation,  even  though  garrifoned 
with  horfe  ; the  largeft,  that  he  kneiv  of,  not  being  a 
tenth  part  of  this  compafs.  He  fays,  it  looks  more 
like  \hcCaJira  ajiiva,  or  fummer  quarters,  and  fuch 
he  believed  it  to  have  been ; by  which  he  fuppofes, 
with  others,  that  the  ftation  could  not  be  far  diftant. 

This  camp  has  been  conjedured  by  many,  and 
with  great  probability,  to  have  been  the  place  where 
Aulus  Plautius,  the  prstor,  after  his  fourth  adion 
with  the  Britons,  encamped  with  his  forces,  whlJft  he 
waited  the  arrival  of  the  emperor  Claudius,  as  men- 
tioned by  Dion.  Indeed,  its  nearnefs  to  the  Thames, 
its  fize,  ftrength,  and  other  circumftances,  are  induce- 
ments 


KESTON  CROSS. 

Com.  Kent,  13  miles  from  London,  3 from  Bromlej'. — Itinerary. 


^ When  I designed  with  my  friend  W.  a 

tsit  to  tile  Dulwich  gallery,  w'hich  we  did 
It  effect,  we  did  not  foresee  the  conse- 
luence  of  diversion  from  our  intent;  and 
^ving  been  put  out  of  our  way,  we  strolled 
rithout  considering  “ the  -end  thereof.’’ 
lienee,  our  peradventure  at  the  “ Crooked 
I'llet,  on  Penge  Common  ;*  our  loitering  to 
ketch  the  “ Bridge  on  the  Road  to  Beck- 
pham  the  same,  for  the  same  purpose,  al 
! the  Porch  of  Beckenham  Church-yard 
he  survey  of  “ Beckenham  Church  ;”§  the 
|iew  of  its  old  Font  in  the  public-house 
jarden ; ||  and  the  look  at  the  hall  of 
Wickham  Court,”  and  West  Wickham 
purch.^f  New  and  beautiful  prospict? 
ipened  to  us  from  the  latter  v.illage ; and 
3 the  just  enumerated  six  articles,  and 
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their  engravings,  respecting  that  part  of  the 
country,  in  the  former  volume  of  tne  Table 
Book,  it  is  intended  to  add  like  abstracts  ol 
our  further  proceedings.  In  short,  to  be 
respectful  and  orderly,  as  one  moiety  of  a 
walking  committee,  self-constituted  and 
appointed,  I take  permission  to  “ report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  go  again.” 

The  “ Crooked  Billet”  at  Penge,  and 
mine  host  of  the  “ Swan”  at  West  Wick- 
ham. have  had  visitors  curious  to  trace  the 
pleasant  route,  and  remark  the  particulars 
previously  described.  While  indulging  the 
sight,  there  is  another  sense  that  craves  to 
be  satisfied  ; and  premising  that  we  are  now 
penetrating  further  “into  the  bowels  of  the 
land,”  it  becomes  a duty  to  acquaint  fol- 
lowers with  head-quarters.  For  the  pre- 
sent, it  is  neither  necessary  nor  expedien' 
to  nicely  mark  the  road  to  “ Keston  Cross’ 
- -go  which  way  you  will  it  is  an  agreeab 


one.  A Tunbridge  or  Seven-Oaks  coach 
passes  within  a short  Iialf  mile,  and  the 
VVesterham  coach  within  the  same  distance. 
If  a delightful  two  hours’  lounging  walk 
from  Bromley  be  desired,  take  the  turning 
from  the  Swan  at  Bromley  to  Beckenham 
church  ; go  through  the  church-yard  over  a 
stile,  keep  the  meadow  foot-path,  cross  the 
Wickham  road,  and  wander  by  hedge-row 
elms,  as  your  will  and  the  country-folk 
direct  you,  till  you  arrive  at  Hayes  Com- 
mon ; then  make  for  the  lower  or  left-hand 
side  of  the  common,  and  leaving  the  mill 
on  the  right,  get  into  the  coitaged  lane. 
At  a few  hundred  yards  past  the  shoep- 
wash,  formed  in  a little  dell  by  the  Ravens- 
bourne,  at  the  end  of  the  open  rise,  stands 
Keston  Cross.'’ 

Before  reaching  this  place  on  my  first 
visit  to  it,  the  country  people  had  indiscri- 
minately called  it  “ Keston  Cross"  and 
“ Keston  mark ; ” and  lacking  all  intelli- 
gible information  from  them  respecting  the 
reason  for  its  being  so  named,  I puzzled 
myself  with  conjectures,  as  to  whether  it 
was  the  site  of  a cross  of  memorial,  a 
market  cross,  a preaching  cross,  or  what 
other  kind  of  cross.  It  was  somewhat  of 
disappointment  to  me,  when,  in  an  angle 
of  a cross-road,  instead  of  some  ancient 
vestige,  there  appeared  a commodious,  re- 
spectable, and  comfortable-looking  house 
of  accommodation  for  man  and  horse ; and, 
swinging  high  in  air,  its  sign,  the  red  cross, 
heraldically,  a cross  gules  ; its  form  being, 
on  reference  to  old  Randle  Holme,  “ a cross 
molyne,  invertant to  describe  which,  on 
ihe  same  authority,  it  may  be  said,  that 
“ this  cross  much  resembles  the  molyne,  or 
pomette ; saving  in  this,  the  cut,  or  sawed 
ends,  so  turn  themselves  inward  that  they 
appear  to  be  escrowles  rolled  up.  Some  term 
It  molyne,  the  ends  rolled  up.”*  So  much 
for  the  sign,  which  I take  to  be  a forgotten 
memofial  of  some  old  boundary  stone,  or 
land-mark,  in  the  form  of  a cross,  long 
since  removed  from  the  spot,  and  perhaps 
after  it  had  become  a “ stump-cross 
which  crosses  were  of  so  ancient  date,  that 
i the  Christians,  ignorantly  supposing  them 
to  have  been  dedicated  to  idolatrous  pur- 
poses, religiously  destroyed  them,  and  their 
ancient  names  were  soon  forgotten : “ this 
may  be  the  reason  why  so  many  broken 
crosses  were  called  stump-crosses.”f  The 
observation  is  scarcely  a digression ; for 
the  house  and  sign,  commonly  called 
“ Keston  Cross,”  or  “ Keston  mark,”  stand 
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on  a site,  which,  for  reasoi  s that  will  j 
peai  jy  and  by,  the  antiquary  deems  saci  i 
The  annexed  representation  shows  i 
direction  of  the  roads,  and  the  star  * in  I 
corner  the  angular  situation  of  the  ho' 
cut  out  of  Holwood,  the  estate  of  the  I 
Mr.  Pitt,  which  is  bounded  by  the  Fi 
borough  and  Westerham  roads,  and  o 
mands  from  the  grounds  of  the  enclosure 
finest  view  towards  the  vreald  of  KenI 
this  part  of  the  county. 
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“ Keston  Cross”  I call  “ head-quarte 
because  in  this  house  you  will  find  your 
“ at  home.”  You  may  sparkle  forth  to  m 
remarkable  spots  in  the  vicinage,  and  t 
return  and  take  your  “ corporal  refectic 
and  go  in  and  out  at  will ; or  you  may 
at  your  ease,  and  do  nothing  but  confi 
plate  in  quiet;  or,  in  short,  you  may 
just  as  you  like.  Of  course  this  is  saic 
“ gentle  ” readers ; and  I presume 
ladle  Book  has  no  others : certain  it 
that  ungentle  persons  are  unwelcome  v 
tors,  and  not  likely  to  visit  again  at  “ F 
ton  Cross.”  Its  occupant,  Mr.  S.  Younf' 
his  name  is  beneath  his  sign — will  not 
regarded  by  any  one,  who  does  himself 
pleasure  to  call  at  his  house,  as  a comn 
landlord.  If  you  see  him  seated  beside 
door,  you  estimate  him  at  least  of  t 
order  one  of  whom,  on  his  travels, 
chamberlain  at  the  inn  at  Rochester 
scribes  to  Gadshill  as  worthy  his  partici 
notice — “ a franklin  in  the  weald  of  K» 
that  hath  three  hundred  marks  with  bin 
gold — one  that  hath  abundance  of  cha 
too.”*  You  take  Mr.  Young  for  a cour 
gentleman  ; and,  if  you  company  with  h 
may  perhaps  hear  him  tell,  as  man} 
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ments  to  think  it  could  hardly  be  made  for  any  other 
purpofe.® 

There  is  another  fmall  intrenchment  not  far  off”,  by 
Weft  Wickham,  which  was  call  up  by  Sir  Chriflo- 
pher  Heydon,  lord  of  that  manor,  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  at  the  time  he  had  command  in  tiiefe 
parts,  and  trained  the  country  people  to  the  ufe  of 
arms.  In  the  fame  manner  there  are  many  other 
places  in  this  county,  which  may  feem  to  have  been 
camps  and  intrenchments,  made  in  more  anrient 
times,  though  in  reality  they  will  be  found  to  be  of 
a much  later  date ; among  them  are  feveral  which 
were  made  by  the  lord  Cobham,  lord  lieutenant  of 
this  county  in  that  reign,  in  purfuance  of  orders  fent 
to  him  to  make  trenches,  &c.  in  thofe  places,  where 
the  enemy  was  moll  likely  to  land. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Keston  was  one  of  thofe  manors  with  which  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half  brother  Odo, 
bifliop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  as  may  be  feen  in 
the  furvey  of  Domelday,  taken  1080  ; in  which  it  is 
thus  entered,  under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate's 
lands : 

The  fame  Gilbert  (Maminot)  holds  of  the  biJJjop  (of 
Baieux)  Chejian.  It  was  taxed  at  i juling.  1 he  arable 

land  is In  demefne  there  is  1 carucate,  and  4 

villeins  with  i carucate.  There  is  ivoodfor  the  pannage 
of  5 hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeflor, 
and  after ^ it  was  worth  60  fnllings^  now  40  Jhillings. 
Sberne  Biga  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Four  years  after  the  above  furvey,  all  the  bifhop’s 
poffeffions  were  confifcated  to  the  crown,  after  which 
Gilbert  de  Magmijiot  above  mentioned,  who  was  be- 
fore tenant  to  the  bilhop  for  this  manor,  became  im- 
mediate tenant  to  the  crown  for  it,  of  which  he  aftcr- 

° Of  this  opinion  was  Dr,  John  Tabor  of  J^ewos.  See  Phil. 
Tranf.  No,  356,  p,  785,  See  Dion  Caffius  Hift.  Rom.  lib.  i.x. 
Claud.  V.  p.  768.  A.  et  feq. 
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wards  held  it  in  capite  by  barony,  as  of  the  king’s 
caftle  of  Dover.  In  his  defcendants  Keflon  continued 
till  Wakelin  de  Maminot  dying  without  iflue,  in  the 
3d  year  of  king  Richard  I.  his  filler  Alice  became 
his  coheir,  and  brought  this  place,  with  much  other 
inheritance,  to  her  hufband,  Geoffry,  fecond  fon  of 
William  de  Say  jP  after  which  it  appears,  that  Wil- 
liam de  Pefun  held  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I.  as  half  a knights  fee,  of  William,  great 
grandfon  of  the  above  mentioned  Geoffry  de  Say.^ 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Sir  John  de 
Huntingfield  was  . in  polfeflion  of  it,  and  then  paid 
aid  for  it,  held  as  before  mentioned.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  this  reign  this  family  terminated  in  two 
female  heirs,  Joan  and  Alice  Huntingfield;  the  for- 
mer of  whom  married  John  Copledike,  and  the  latter 
Sir  John  Nonvich. 

In  the  next  reign  this  manor  was  in  the  poffefiion 
of  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  chief  juftice  of  the  common- 
pleas,  who  was  attainted  and  banlfhed  to  Ireland,  in 
the  11th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  This  manor  ef- 
cheated  to  the  crown  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  V. 
by  the  death  of  Juliana  his  wife,  who  was  then  in 
pofTeflion  of  it.""  In  which  year  the  parliament,  on 
the  petition  of  Hamon  Belknap,  their  fon,  enabled 
him  in  blood  and  land  to  Robert  his  father,  notwith- 
llanding  the  judgment  made  againft  him  in  the  i itli 
year  of  king  Richard  II.®  for  though  the  parliament, 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  had  permitted  Sir  Ro- 
bert Belknap  to  return  from  banilhment,  yet  his  at- 
tainder flill  remained  as  before.' 

The  manor  of  Keilon,  alias  Soiuhcourt,  with  the  .. 
appendant  manor  of  Ballon,  fituated  in  the  adjoining 
parilh  of  Hayes,  was  foon  after  this  alienated  to  Sque- 

*’  Philipot,  p.  203.  ^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

‘‘  Book  oi  Knight’s  Fees,  in  ' Cott.  Records,  p.  ^40. 
the  Exchequer.  ' Barr.  ant.  Statutes,  p.  278. 

rie 


**  111  gpito  of  his  . life 


of  tjaicty,  M. 

closely  to  tho  House  of  Commons, 
active  iHomber  of  Parliament  tliau 
•eriiaps  ilie  tnemory  of  Andrew  Marvel 
Mcmnou  birtli-placo.  From  tlie  first  ho 
■tan;  he  had. entered  Parliament  as  the 


with  America,  and  of  Lord  Mortli’s  Admini 
thi9  Ministry  he  gave  his  first  vote,  opjwsiiif 
of  Sr  Fletcher  Norton  as  Speaker  of  - tlio 
mens. 

“•Iij  .lanuar}’,  1701,  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Pitt,  ’ 
contested  Oainbridge  University  without  success  at 
tdection,now  took  his  seat  for  ike  borough  of  Appleby.  Coni- 
■aunlty  of  ohjects  naturally  increased  their  !r|endshipj  yet 
■ot  even  to  i’riend.sklp'  with  Pitt  would  he  sacrifice  his  inde- 
pondence.  * I well  remember,’  he  said  long  afterwards,  ‘the 
pain  I felt  in  being  obliged  to  vote  against  Pitt  the  second 
nme  ho  spoko  in  Parliament.  Yet,  though  attentive  to  busi- 
aess,  lie  did  not  take  an  early  jiart  in  the  debates.” 

Hb  fii'st  speech  was  on  the  17th  of  Mav,  17B1,  in  a 
debate  upon  tlie  revenue  laws.  He  writes  thus  to  n 
friend  very  soon  after  ; — 

“ The  papers  will  have  informed  you  I'.ow  Mr.  William 
Pitt,  second  son  of  the  lato  I>ord  Chatham,  has  distinguished 
himself;  he  oomes  out,  as  kis  father  did,  a re^dy-mado  orator, 
and  I doubt  not  but  that  I shall  ono  day  or  other  see 
him  tlie  first  man  in  the  counti^.  _ His  famous  speech, 
however,  delivered  the  other  day,  did  not  convince  mo, 
and  I stayed  in  with  the  old  fat  fellow  (Lord  North)  ; by 


he  will  end  I 


fhe  way,  ho  grows  every  day  fatter,  so  where 
haow  not.’*' 

An  intimacy  was  formed  between  tlic  two  young 
iiQ«n,  and  was  long  carried  on  by  them  on  terms  cf  the 
wreatest  cordiality  and  aft'ectian.  Here  is  an  extract 
from  one  of  his  hurried  diaries : — 

“ 81st. — Pitt  resigned  to-day.  Dined  Pitt’s,  then  Goose- 


tree’a,  where  supp^. 


^ Ded  almost  3 o’clock. 

“ April  .3d. — Vt'Wbledon,  where  Pitt,  &c.,  dkied  and  slept. 
Bed  u little  past  2. 

**  4th. — Delicious  day.  Lounged  morning  atWimbledon  with 
frion^  ‘ foining’  at  night,  and  ran  about  the  garden  fbr  an 
hour  or  two.”  , ^ 

. “ Little  was  it  known  by  those  who  saw  him  only  in  his 
publie  course,  that  the  stillness  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  ordinary  mannoi 
could  at  times  unbend  and  wanton  in  these  exuberant  bursts 
•f  natural  vivacity.  'Fhe  sports  of  the  rigid  Scipio  andnicdi- 
tatiyo  Ltnlius  in  their  ungirded  hours  wero  equalle<l  by  the 
• fbinings’  of  the  garden  at  Wimbledon,  whore  Pitt’s  over 
ftowliig  spirits  carried  him  to  every  height  of  jest.  ‘ We 
found  one  morning  the  fruit^of  Pitt’s  earlier  rising  in  the 
oaroful  sowing  of  the  garden-beds  with  the  fragments  of  .i 
dress-bat,  in' which  Ryder  had  over  night  com©  down  frou; 
the  Onora.’  It  wjis  in  this  varic.l  and  familiar  intercour.se 
tbat  their  mutual  affection  was  mature^^n  affection  whicl 
Mr.  Wilberforce  retained  throngh  life  incite  of  difference  ir 
politics,  and  yet  more  important  Subjects,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  which  would  olxch  cast  a momentary  gloom  ovci 
the  habitual  ohoerfulness  of  Id's  aged  countenanoo.” 

There  arc  numberless  sueli  passages  to  be  found  in 
tiic  bogk^jyhichjllugtrade  admirably  the  private  cha- 


differ  with  Mr. 
Churchme?!  wh( 
the  account  of  hi£ 
4ui8ite,  a faith  .so  w 
aariW  humble  and  cai 
»^ery  rew  other  Christ 
a he  never  seems  to 
setting  down  in  his  di 
jty  his  most  secret  thoi 
.«  is  not  one  in  the  whole  Ion; 
d which  may  be  considered  as  i 
^ ; and  narrow  as  some  may  fane 
J,  we  find  his  heart  latitudinarian, 
admirable  and  untiring  efforts  to  do  ( 
.le  writer’s  genius  which  is  valuable  ir 
.t  his  example  : no  man  can  read  it  (and 
jest  characteristic  of  its  usefulness)  wit 
forced  into  a similar  examination  of  himsell 
without  turning  away  arfiamed  at  the  rest 
iC  comparison. 

This  at  least  is  one  certain  good  to  be  derived 
the  publication  of  such  a work  ; but^  unfortunt 
there  are  some  evil  consequences  which  are  lik( 
ensue  from  it,  and  which  from  its  actual  exc^c 
and  popularity  it  is  the  more  liable  to  ^casior 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  diary  is  filled 
the  author’s  reflections  upon  a subje^  which 
pied  a great  portion  of  his  tune — private  praye 
communing  with  God.  Of  exceedingly  warm 
ings,  easily  depressed  and  excited,  it  is  natura 
his  style  of  praying  varied  with  his.  mo<^,  m 
cordingly  he  is  careful  to  express  in  his  jc 
whether  his  adorations  were  cold  or  warm,  “ 
fortable”  (as  the  phi-asc  is)  or  dtherwise  ; to 
do^vn,  if  we  may  venture  to  nse  the  term,  the 
of  his  inteiwiews  with  God.  Now,  these  are  tn> 
awful, and  should  surely  be  the  most  secret,  mo 
of  a man’s  existence.  That  Mr.  'WlllwrfoTCO  d 
rive  strength  and  benefit  from  his  habit  of  con 
prayer  is  clear  in  the  beautiful  conduct  and 
fulness  of  his  life  ; but  we  had  no  need  to  be  tol 
he  felt  and  prayed  on  particular  occ^ons,  of 
the  symptoms  are  oftei^escTibed  with  an  ejw 
whicli  liecomes  quite' ludicrous,  and  which,  m 
acceptable  to  a man  as  memorials  of  his  pa^  c- 
and  iiabit  of  mind  and  ^y,  might  be  quite  : 
spared  in  an>tcount  of  his  life,  published 
children,  an(?W  by  hundreds  of 

It  is  well-known,  £^in,  that  Mr.Wilberfore 
ever  catholic  and  pure  his  notions  upon  th* 
points  of  Christianity  ,cntertmned  some  opmioni 
are  peculiar  to  his  gect-^n^ectjnostjiuroc^ 
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rie  of  Squerie’s-court,  in  Wefterham,“  and  Tho.  Sque- 
rie  of  Weft  Wickham,  was  found,  by  inquifition,  to 
die  poflefled  of  it,  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
and  that  John  Squerie  was  his  fon  and  heir.''  On  his 
death,  without  ifl'ue,  in  the  4th  of  king  Edward  IV. 
his  two  fifters  became  his  coheirs,  of  whom  Dorothy, 
the  youngeft,  marrying  Richard  Mervin  of  Fontels, 
in  Wiltfhire,  he,  upon  the  partition  of  their , inheri- 
tance, became  in  her  right  poflefled  of  this  manor, 
with  that  of  Bafton  likewife,  and  foon  after  conveyed 
them  to  Philip  Reynolds  and  Thomas  Tregarthan,  in 
truft,  for  certain  ufes  ; and  they,  in  the  8th  year  of 
king  Edward  IV.  alienated  them  to  Richard  and  Ste- 
phen Scroop,  from  whom,  about  the  latter  end  of 
the  fame  reign,  they  were  tranfmitted  by  fale  to  Hen- 
ry Heydon,  efq.  of  Baconfthorpe,  in  Norfolk,  after- 
wards knighted ; fince  which  thefe  manors  have  re- 
mained in  the  fame  owners  that  the  manor  of  Weft 
Wickham  has,  in  his  defcendants  and  the  Lennard’s, 
but  by  the  marriage  of  a female  heir  of  the  latter,  they 
became  the  property  of  John  Farnaby,  efq.  who  is 
the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  both  thele  manors ; but  the 
fcite  of  the  manor  of  Bafton,  with  the  demefne  lands 
in  the  adjoining  parifli  of  Hayes,  have  been  a long 
time  ago  alienated  from  the  manor,  and  are  in  other 
hands,  as  has  been  already  mentioned  before. 

Holw'ood-house  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  which 
takes  its  name  from  its  fituation  on  the  hill  of  that 
name.  In  the  year  1673  it  was  the  property  of  Capt. 
Richard  Pearch,  who  fettled  it,  in  1709,  on  the  mar- 
riage of  his  niece,  Elizabeth  Whiffin,  with  Nathaniel 
Gatton,  efq.  of  Beckenham,  in  fpecial  tail.  FIc  left 
an  only  fon  and  heir  of  the  fame  name,  whofe  only 
furviving  daughter  and  heir,  Mary  Dippen,  left  Anne 
Dippen,  her  only  furviving  daughter  and  heir  like- 
wife  ; who,  in  1765,  alienated  this  feat  to  Peter  Bur- 

" Philipott,  p.  203.  I Rot.  Efch.  ejus  ann. 
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rell,  efq.  of  Beckenham,  and  he,  in  1766,  conveyed 
it  to  Wm.  RoTs,  gent,  of  London,  who  in  1767,  pal- 
led it  away  again  to  Rob.  Burrow,  efq.  w'ho  made  great 
improvements  to  it,  and  refided  here  till  his  death. 
He  was  dcfcended  from  Robert  Burrow,  who  was  of 
Longfield-houfe,  in  Longtield,  in  this  county ; in  the 
latter  end  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  one  of  whole 
delcendants,  Tho.  Burrows  efq.  was  of  Clapham,  and 
bore  for  his  arms.  Azure  three  jieurs  de  lis  ermine.  He 
left  three  fons,  Chriftopher ; Robert,  LL.D.  and  Sir 
fames  Burrow  of  Sterborough  caftle.  Chriftopher, 
efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  w^as  of  London,  and  left  Robert 
Burrow,  efq.  the  polieflbr  of  this  feat,  as  before  men- 
tioned, after  whole  death  it  was  alienated  to  the  Rt. 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  fecond  fon  of  William  the  great 
Earl  of  Chatham,  who  now  makes  it  his  country  rc- 
fidence,  being  at  this  time  one  of  the  privy  council, 
firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  and  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, conftable  of  Dover-caflle  and  lord-warden  of 
tlie  cinque  ports,  &c.  &c.  and  prime  mmifter  of  this 
kingdom. 

The  fine  woods,  the  variegated  grounds,  lately 
much  improved  under  the  direclion  of  Mr.  Repton, 
and  the  commanding  profpefls  on  every  fide,  have 
ranked  this  feat  in  the  opinion  of  all  competent  judges 
among  the  finefl  fituations  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Keston  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  iX'xc.  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  peculttn 
to  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbur}’,  and  as  fuch  is  in 
the  deamy  of  Shoreham.  The  church  Bands  on  the 
fouthern  lide  of  Holwood-hill,  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  the  parifli,  it  is  afmall  neat  building  of  one  ifle,  and 
a chancel,  having  a cupola  at  the  weft  end,  in  which 
hangs  one  bell. 

Ill  the  church  are  the  following  monuments  and  inferiptions. 
AmoiKT  others,  at  the  ivfji  end,  on  a grave  ftone,  a memorial  for 
f'hrhlopher  Clarke,  A.  M.  archdeacon  of  Norunch,  prebendary 
ef  Elv,  and  redor  of  this  parilli,  obt.  May  19,  i 743,  act.  70.  In 
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the  ijle^  a memorial  for  Alice,  filler  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  Kav,  obt. 
1 761,  JEt.  44  ; another  for  Mr.  Dune.  Colcheller,  obt.  i 746,  ajt. 
42.  In  the  great  chancel^  before  the  rails,  a ineinorial  for  Elizabeth, 
eldell  daughter  of  Francis, Lee,  gent,  of  Bagerle-hall,  in  Chefter, 
ob.  1688,  xt.  46;  another  for  Jane,  relift  of  Edward  Smith,  gent*, 
of  London,  daughter  of  Tho.  Fyke,  late  reftor  of  this  parifii,  obt. 
1 701 , xt.  61.  On  the  north Jide^  is  a memorial  for  Mr.  Rich.  He- 
therington,  commifiary  of  marines,  obt.  1711,  a^t.  45.  On  the 
J'outh Jide,  within  the  rails,  a memorial  for  Judith  and  Elizabeth, 
the  wives  of  Capt.  Rich.  Perch  of  Hohvood-hill,  the  former  died 
in  1683,  the  latter  in  1704.  In  the  Avell  window  is  a fliield  of 
arms,  being  thofe  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  impaling  or  on  a bend, 
azure  three  quarters  of  the  field  between  H.k  crofs  crollets  of  the 
fecond.'' 


This  church,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  was 
valued  at  one  hundred  (hillings.  By  virtue  of  a com- 
mijfionof  enqt'.iry^  into  the  valtte  of  church  livings,  in 
i6:;o,  iffuing  out  of  Chancery,  it  was  returned,  that 
Keijione  was  a parfonage,  having  ten  acres  of  glebe- 
land  and  an  houfe  belonging  to  it,  worth  forty  pounds 
per  annum,  one  mailer  Thomas  Picke  enjoying  it.* 

It  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of  the 
clear  yearly  certified  value  of  forty  pounds  per  annum, 
the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are  thirteen  Ihillings.*' 
It  is  a redtory,  in  the,  patrpnage  of  his  grace  the  arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury.  v 


CHURCH  OF  KESTON, 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy\chom  prejented. 
■Anlthijliop  of  Cantcf  httiy. 


RECTORS. 

f Robert  de  Heghnm^  in  22  Edw.  I.' 
\ William  Sterling,  buried  Dec. 


20,  11;  45. 

Ediuard  Smith,  1625. 

Nicholas  Pearjon,-\(io%,  1637. 
Thomas  Pike,  1637,  ob.  Jan.  17, 
1657. 

: Robert  Lqtoe,  oht.  1659. 

Wood,  i6b^. 

Ed-:oa)‘d  Taylor,  1679. 

Medcap,  1680,  1684. 


w the  manum.  anti  inftrip.  in  this  ehufch  at  larcje  in  Reg,  RofF  p.  IC07. 
* Stev. '4on.  voJ.  1.  p.  4j6.  Pari.  Sutveys,  Lambeth  libi  ary,  vol.  aiv. 

>’  Bacon,  Lib.  R gh.  * Prynt.c,  p.  559. 
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PATRONS,  (jfc.  RECTORS. 

Archlijhop  of  Canterbury Thomas  Chajtman,  1684. 

George  Taylor^  ob.  Ap.  12,  i 704* 
• Chrijiojiher  Clarke^  A.  M.  April 

1704,  obt.  May  19,  1742.“ 
William  Bejl,  D D.  induft.  June 
10,  1 742. 

Lamb,  1761,  ob.  1774. 

James  Hodgfon,  1774'  Prefent 
redlor. 

* Alfo  reftor  of  Hayes,  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  and  prebendary  of  Ely. 


FA  RN  BOROUG  H, 

ADJOINING  to  Kefton,  eaftward,  lies  Farn- 
BOROUGH,  called  in  the  Textus  Rqffenjis,  Fearn- 
BERGA.  It  moft  probably  took  its  name  from  the 
natural  difpofition  of  the  foil  to  bear  fern,  the  latter 
fyllable,  berge,  fignifying  in  old  Englifh  a little  hillj 
an  etymology  well  fuiring  the  htuation  of  the  place. 
This  pari  111  lies  on  high  ground,  the  foil  of  it  is  but 
thin  and  poor.  The  village  is  fituated  on  the  high 
road  from  London  to  Sevenoke,  having  the  church  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  it ; about  a mile  north-eaft  from  it 
is  Tubbcnden.  The  north-weft  part  of  the  parilh  is 
much  covered  with  coppice  wood,  among  which  is  a 
hamlet,  called  Brafted-green.  The  fair  is  held  here 
on  September  12,  yearly. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
this  parifli,  the  manor  of  Farnborough  having  be- 
longed to  that  duchy  from  ,the  firft  eredlion  of  it. 

Farnborough,  in  the  reign  of  kingjHenry  III.  ap- 
pears to  have  been  one  of  the  fees  belonging  to  Simon 
de  Montfort,  the  great  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  being 
ftain  at  the  battle  of  EVeftiam,  in  the  49th  year  of 
that  reign,  fighting  on  the  part  of  the  barons,  his  ef- 
tates  and  honours  were  feized  on,  and  given  by  the 
king  to  his  fecond  fon,  Edmund  Plantagenet;  earl  ot 

Lancafter, 
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Lancafler,  father  of  Thomas  earl  of  Lancafler,  of 
whom,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  1.  it  was  held 
by  the  eminent  family  of  Grandifon,  Otho  de  Gran- 
difon  then  making  it  the  principal  feat  of  his  refi- 
dence.^’  In  the  i8th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  he  ob- 
tained licence  to  hold  a market  every  week,  upon  a 
Tuefday,  here  ; and  a fair  yearly,  on  the  feaft  of  St. 
Giles  the  abbot.  Sept,  i ; and  had  at  the  fame  time 
a grant  of  free  warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands  at 
Farnborough.'^ 

After  having  had  fummons  to  parliament,  in  the 
2 7 th  year  of  that  reign,  he  died,/./),  leaving  William  de 
Grandifon  his  brother,  his  next  heir,  who  had  like- 
wife  fummons  to  parliament  both  in  that  and  the 
fucceeding  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  By  Sibilla  his 
wife,  youngeft  daughter  of  John  de  Tregoze,  he  had 
three  fons  ; and  a daughter,  Agnes,  married  to  John 
de  Northwood.  01  the  fons,  Peter,  the  eldeft,  was 
made  a knight  banneret,  and  refided  in  Herefordlliire, 
being  lummoned  as  a baron  to  parliament,  and  died 
without  iflue,  anno  32  king  Edward  HI,  leaving  his 
brother,  John  bilhop  of  Exeter,  his  heir  j and  Otho, 
his  third  fon,  refided  at  Chelsfield.*' 

In  the  1 8th  year  of  king  Edward  HI.  Henry  carl 
of  Lancafter  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  this  manor,  and 
had  then  a renewal  of  the  liberties  above  mentioned, 
and  an  additional  privilege  of  holding  the  fair  on  the 
eve  and  feafl  of  St.  Giles,  and  the  eight  days  fol- 
lowing. 

After  the  execution  of  his  brother  Thomas,  who 
had  been  beheaded  at  Pomfret,  in  the  1 5th  year  of 
king  Edward  Ih.he  had  been  reftored  to  all  his  titles, 
being  lord  of  Monmouth,  and  earl  of  Lancafler,  Lei- 
cefler,  Derby,  and  Lincoln.  He  died  in  1345."  His 
fon  Henry  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  manor,  in  whole 

Philipott,  p.  no.  ^ Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  18. 

f Dudg.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  17.  ' Sandf.  Gen.  Hill.  p.  105,  109. 
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life  time  he  had  been  created  earl  of  Derby.  After 
his  death,  he  had  the  earldoms  of  Lancailer  and  Lei- 
cefter,  and  the  ftevvardlhip  of  England  ; anno  23d 
king  Edward  III,  he  was  created  earl  of  Lincoln;  and 
at  a parliament  held  at  Weftminfter,  in  the  25th  year 
of  that  reign,  duke  of  Lancafter.  He  died  of  the 
plague,  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  by  If- 
abel  liis  wife,  daughter  of  Henry  lord  Beaumont,  two 
daughters  his  heirs,  of  whom  Maud,  the  elder,  mar- 
ried William,  the  fifth  of  that  name,  duke  of  Bava- 
ria, &c.  but  dying  without  ififue,  Blanch,  her  younger 
filler,  became  her  heir,  being  coheir  ot  her  father,  and 
Idle  heir  of  her  filler,  ihe  was  fourteen  years  old  at 
her  father’s  death,  having  been  married  before  to  John 
of  Gaunt,  then  earl  of  Richmond,  fourth  fon  of  king 
Edward  who,  anno  36  king  Edward  III.  had  a 
grant  of  the  dukedom  of  Lancailer,  and  obtained  the 
royalties  of  it ; the  king,  his  father,  advancing  the 
county  of  Lancafler  into  a palatinate  for  his  benefit, 
and  his  pofleffions,  in  whatever  county  they  were 
fituated,  were  afterwards  elleemed  as  part  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancailer,  and  were  under  the  jurifdid:ion  of  the 
court  of  that  duchy.  He  died  anno  22  Richard  11. 
leaving  his  ellates  and  honours  to  his  fon,  Henry  ol 
Bolingbroke,  at  that  time  in  banilhment,  who  was 
polTefled  of  both  the  dukedoms  of  Hereford  and  Lan- 
cafter, and  having  depofed  king  Richard  II.  he  after- 
wards obtained  the  crown,  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
title  of  Henry  IV.  He  conferred  the  honour  of  duke 
of  J^ancafter  upon  Henry  his  fon,  (afterwards  king 
Henry  V.)  and  that  he  might  entail  it  upon  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  diflevered  it  from  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land, and  had  it  fo  confirmed  by  parliament.  After- 
wards king  Henry  V.  by  adl  of  parliament,  annexed 
a very  great  eftate  to  this  duchy,  whicH  had  come  to 
him  in  right  of  his  mother,  w'ho  was  the  daughter  and 


^ Sandf,  Gen.  Hift.  p.  243. 
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coheir  of  Humphry  Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford.  After 
which  king  Edward  IV.  in  the  ift  year  of  his  reign, 
when  he  had  attainted  king  Henry  VI.  in  parliament, 
of  high  treafon,  annexed  it  to  the  crown,  i.  e.  to  him 
and  his  heirs,  kings  of  England.  King  Henry  VII. 
broke  into  this  entail,  by  an  aft  in  his  i ft  year,  and 
the  duchy  of  Lancafter  afterwards  followed  the  fuc- 
ceflion  of  the  crown,  and  as  fuch  was  in  the  polTeffion 
of  king  Charles  I.  at  his  death  in  1648* 

After  which  the  powers  then  in  being  feized  on  the 
royal  eftates,  and  the  farhe  year  palTed  an  ordinance, 
to  veft  them  (among  which  the  duchy  of  Lancafter 
was  particularly  included)  in  truftees,  in  order  for  their 
being  fold,  to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  the  flate.  Ac- 
cordingly the  manor  of  Farnbprough,  commonly  cal- 
led the  duchy  court  of  Farnborough,  belonging  to 
the  revenue  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  part  of  the 
late  king’s  poffeflions,  was,  in  1652,  furveyed,  and 
returned — 

That  there  belonged  to  it  feveral  chief  rents  or  com-^ 
mon  fines,  payable  for  lands  in  Farnborough,  Weft 
Wickham,  Paul’s  Cray^,  and  Chelsfield,  and  from  fe- 
veral cottages  (therein  particularly  mentioned)  hold- 
ing by  copy  of  court  roll,  and  at  the  will  of  the  lord  ; 
that  there  was  a court-leet  and  a three-week  court, 
belonging  to  the  liberty,  with  fines,  ilTues,  &c.  and 
the  profits  of  the  fair  held  at  Farnborough  on  the  ift: 
of  September  yearly. 

That  the  court  leets  were  ufually  kept  at  Farnbo- 
rough twice  in  a year,  and  the  three-week  court  had 
been  ufually  held  at  the  fame  place,  but  had  been  dif- 
continued  nine  or  ten  years*  The  liberties  of  the  court 
extended  to  the  townlhips  of  Farnborough,  Chelf- 
field,  Weft  Wickham,  Paul’s  Cray,  and  Caifton.  At 
the  three-week  court,  all  aftions  under  forty  fhillings 
were  tried  and  determined.  That  Lewis,  keeper  of 
the  courts,  went  over  to  the  king  at  Oxford,  and  car- 
ried all  the  rolls,  books,  he.  of  the  court  with  him, 
and  the  parliament  were  forced  to  hold  and  keep  a 
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court  of  furvc}^  by  a jury  for  the  better  difcoveiy^  there- 
of.® 

At  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  in  1660,  this 
manor  again  returned  to  the  crown,  and  continued, 
among  the  revenues  of  it  under  the  jurifdidtion  of 
the  duchy  court  of  Lancafter,  without  any  grant  be- 
ing made  of  it  till  1766,  when  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Walpole  obtained  a grant  of  it,  under  the  feal  of  the 
duchy  court,  the  term  of  which  was  renewed  in  1787, 
for  thirty-one  years,  to  James  Bond,efq.  who,  in  ij88, 
pafl'ed  away  his  intereft  in  it  to  Thomas  Cope,  elq.  of 
Bexley,  who  now  pofi'efl'es  it. 

Farnborough-h  ALL  is  an  eftate  here,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  held  by  Simon  de  Chelesfield  of 
Simon  de  Montfort,  earl  of  Leicefter,  in  the  reign  ot 
king  Henry  III. 

John  Flemming  pofleffed  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I.  whofe  heirs  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year 
of  king  Edward  III.  as  one  knight’s  fee  in  Farnbo- 
rough. 

This  eflate  went  foon  afterwards,  by  purchafe,  to 
Pctley,  and  again  to  Peche,;  in  a fliort  time.  From 
him  it  defcended  down  to  Sir  John  Peche,  knight- 
banneret,  of  Lullingftone,  who  dying  without  ifliie, 
Elizabeth  his  filler  became  his  heir,  and  her  hutband, 
John  Hart,  efq.  of  the  Middle  Temple,  became  in 
her  right  entitled  to  it  j**  and  in  his  defcendants  it 
continued  till  Percival  Hart,  efq.  of  Lullingftone, 
leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  fhe  car- 
ried it  in  marriage  to  her  fecond  hufband.  Sir  Tho. 
Dyke,  bart.  of  Horeham,  in  Suflex,  and  their  only 
fon.  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  of  Lullingftone,  is 
the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  Farnborough-hall,  and  the 
eftate  belonging  to  it. 

Tubbenden’s  is  an  antientfeat  in  thisparlfh  the  de- 
mefnes  of  which  lie  partly  in  this  parilh,  and  panly 
in  that  of  Orpington. 

« 

» Camb.  Brit.  p.  981.  Cott.  Rec.  p.  392,  54.1,  693.  Pari.  Sur- 
veys, Augmen.  Olf.  Philipott,  p.  no. 
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In  the  2iftyear  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it 
was  in  the  pofleffion  of  owners  of  the  fame  name  ; for 
by  a deed  of  that  year  it  appears,  that  Gilbert  Saun- 
dre  of  Crofton,  in  Orpington,  demifed  feveral  parcels 
of  land  to  Johnde  Tubbenden  of  Fcrneborough,  and 
his  fons.^ 

After  this  family  was  extin6t  here,  the  Belknaps 
were  owners  of  this  place ; of  whom  Sir  Edward  Belk- 
nap, fon  of  Sir  Henry,  and  privy-counfellor  to  king 
Henry  VII.  and  VIII.  dvina:  without  iffue,  his  four 
fillers  became  his  coheirs;  of  whom  Alice,  marrying  Sir 
Wm.  Shelley,  juft  ice  of  the  common-pleas,  of  Mitchel 
grove,  in  Suffex,  he,  on  the  divifion  of  her  inheritance, 
became,  in  her  right,  entitled  to  this  eftate.  He  foon 
afterwards  alienated  it  to  Pofier ; who,  after  fome 
years,  fold  it  to  Dalton,  defeended  from  thofe  of  that 
name  in  Yorkfliire,  in  which  name  it  continued  till 
Anne  Dalton  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Aun- 
fell  Becket,  whofe  fon,  Mr.  Matthew  Becket,  upon 
his  deceafe,  bequeathed  it  by  will  to  Mr.  John  Win- 
terborn  of  London,  who  was  the  fon  of  Cuthbert 
Winterborn  of  Burnftiall,  in  Yorkfliire,  in  which 
county  his  family  had  been  upwards  of  one  hundred 
years,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  Jrgent^  three  piles  fa- 
ble. He  foon  after  the  year  1652,  paffed  it  away  by 
fale  to  William  Gee,  efq.  of  Biftiop’s  Burton,, in  York- 
fhire,'^  who  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Brome,  efq.  made 
' a fergeant-at-law  in  the  year  1660,  whofe  arms  are  in 
one  of  the  windows  of  Gray’s-inn  hall,  viz.  Azure,  a 
dexter  hand,  couped  at  the  wriji,  and  exte?ided  in  pale  ar- 
gent, with  a crejeent,  for  difference ; and  underneath, 
his  name  and  addition  of  title.’  He  refided  at  Tub- 
benden’s,  and  dying  in  1673,  w'as  buried  in  this  church* 
His  grandfon.  Col.  John  Brome,  who  refided  here, 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  only  child  of  George 
Berkeley,  prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  fecond  (on  of 
George  earl  of  Berkeley,  and  had  by  her  feveral  chil- 

‘ Philipott,  p.  260.  Ibid,  * Diigd.  Orig.  p.  303. 
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dreii.  He  died  in  1 747,  being  fucceeded  in  the  inhe* 
ritance  of  his  eftates  by  his  two  furviving  daughters? 

one  of  whom  married  Clarke,  M.D.  and  the 

other  Mr.  John  Hamond,  furgeon,  at  Chatham,  and 
he,  in  her  right,  became  intitled  to  Tubbenden  s,  of 
which  he  died  pofl’elTed  in  i774»  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters his  coheirs,  one  of  whom  married  Brown, 

and  the  other  James  Primrofe  Maxwell,  efq.  of  Lynn, 
in  Dorfetfhire,  the  latter  of  whom,  in  his  wife  s right, 
is  become  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

George  Dalton  by  will,  in  15665  gave  3s*  4^-  annually  to 
the  poor  for  ever)  to  be  diftributed  on  the  next  Sunday  after  the 
feaifof  St.  Peter,  charged  on  the  Tubbenden  eftate,  veiled  in  the 
church-wardens,  and  the  annual  produce  of  the  above  fum. 

Stephen  Brazier  by  his  will,  left  a tenement,  garden,  and 
orchard,  in  this  parifli,  the  profits  to  be  equally  divided  betvyeen 
the  poor  of  this  parifli,  andof  Chelsfield  for  ever,  and  veued  it  in 
five  feoffees  for  that  purpofe. 

Farnborough  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefler  and  deanry 
of  Dartford.  The  church,  which  ftands  at  the  fouth- 
eaft  end  of  the  village,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Giles  the 
abbot.  * 

On  Dec.  26,  1639,  it  was  fo  rent  and  torn  by  a 
violent  ftorm  of  win^  that  the  inhabitants  w'ere  forced 
to  take  it  down  and  rebuild  it,  as  appears  by  a brief 
granted  for  that  purpofe  in  the  lydi  year  of  king 
Charles  I. 

In  this  church,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments 
and  infcriptions.  In  the  body.,  two  grave  ftones  for  Eliz.  Wyatt 
and  Francis,  fon  of  Mr.  Rich.  Wyatt,  who  both  died  young.  In 
the  great  chancel,  a memorial  for  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Brome, 
elq  of  this  parifli,  ob.  1730,  aet.  38,  leaving  five  children;  flie 
was  daughter  and  only  child  of  George  Berkeley,  prebendary  of 
Weftminfter,  fecond  fon  of  George  earl  of  Berkeley,  and  alfo  for 
John  Brome,  efq.  who  died  in  1 747,  let.  5 3 ; above  a Ihield  of  arms, 
being  quarterlv,  of  two  coats,  firft  and  fourth,  a dexter  hand, 
couped  at  the  wrift,  and  extended  in  pale ; fecond  and  third,  er- 
mine on  a crofs  quarter  pierced  four  per  de  molines,  impaling 
Berkeley.  On  the  fiorth  fide  of  the  altar  is  an  elegant  mural  mo- 
' numeut 
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^ FARNBOROUGH. 

iiviment  and  infcription  for  T.  Brome,  efq.  fergeant,  ob.  1673,  set. 
68  ; beneath,  on  a tablet,  is  an  infcription,  flicwing  that  the  above 
monument  was  put  up  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Manfel,  knt.  and  bart.  on  the  top  of  the  monument,  two 
fliields,  the  firft  Brome,  the  fecond  Manfell,  a chevron  between 
three  maunches.  Within  the  alter  rails,  an  infcription  for  Ser- 
geant Brome  above  mentioned,  and  Margaret  his  fecond  wife,  by 
whom  he  had  fix  children.  At  top,  the  arms  of  Brome,  impaling 
' 9 lion  rampant.  A monument  for  Wm.  Brome,  efq.  late  of  Tap- 

'v  ^ pendence,  in  this  parifli,  ob.  1730,  ast.  67,” 

« 

This  church  is  only  a chapel  to  the  adjoining  parifh 
, of  Chelsfield,  the  reftor  of  which  is  inftituted  to  the 
rectory  of  Chelsfield,  with  the  chapel  of  Farnborough 
annexed. 

A By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of 
I church  livings,  in  1650,  out  of  chancery,  it  was  re- 
turned, that  Farnborough  had  been  a chapel  of  eafe 
to  Chelsfield,  and  was  already  fitly  divided ; it  had 
only  one  acre  of  land,  and  an  old  houfe,  belonging  to 
it,  the  parfonage  being  worth,  at  moft,  thirty  pounds 
^ per  annurn,  one  mafter  Johu  Montagu  the  minifter." 

John  King,  redtor  of  the  parifh  church  of  Chelefi 
field,  with  the  chapel  of  Farnherg  annexed,  brought 
his  fuit  in  the  confiftory  court  of  the  bifhop,  againft 
John  Bertone,  alias  Botelere,  of  Farnberg,  pofieflbr  of 
Diceris-croft  in  Farnberg,  for  withholding  an  annual 
fpiritual  penfion  due  from  the  profits  of  it  to  the  redtor 
of  Chelesfield,  in  right  of  his  church,  which  had  always 
been  paid  beyond  the  memory  of  man,  excepting  by 
k'.  him,  who  neither  appearing  nor  making  any  defence, 
the  official  pafled  a definitive  fentence  in  favour  of 
the  redlor,® 

” See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church  at  large, 
in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  953, 

" Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib.  vol.  xiv. 

! Keg.  Rolf.  p.  355. 
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DOWNE. 

SOUTH-WESTWARD  from  Farnborough  lies 
Downe,  which  takes  its  name  from  its  high  lituation ; 
the  word  Dim^  in  Saxon,  bearing  that  fignification. 

This  parilh  is  but  fmall ; it  is  fituated  among  the 
hills  on  high  ground,  the  foil  is  poor,  being  clay  mixed 
with  chalk.  It  extends  beyond  Northend  and  High- 
elms,  almoft  to  the  foot  of  Farnborough-hill,  on  the 
Sevenoke-road.  The  village  is  in  the  fouthern  part 
of  it ; Petley’s-place,  fituated  within  it,  which  though 
now  only  a farm-houfe,  was  formerly  one  of  the  feats 
of  the  antient  family  of  Petley.  Their  arms,  with 
different  quarterings,  ftill  remain  in  the  windows  of 
it.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Richard  Gee  Carew, 
efq.  of  Orpington. 

Near  the  church  is  the  manfion,  formerly  called 
Trowmer’s,  now  belonging  to  Mr.  Omer,  and  in 
the  centre  of  the  village  one  called  The  Great 
House,  which  formerly  belonged  to  George  Butler, 
efq.  who  refided  here,  and  died  pofleffed  of  it  in 
1783,  after  which  it  was  purchafed  by  Dr.  John  Tho- 
mas, late  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  who  died  in  1793, 
leaving  his  widow,  lady  Yates,  furviving;  whofe 
daughter,  by  her  firft  hufband,  Sir  Jofeph  Yates,  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  King’s-bench,  having  married 
Cholmondeley  Dering,  efq.  he  now  refides  in  it.  The 
church  hands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  village,  and  about 
a quarter  of  a mile  fouthward  from  it  Downe-hall, 
farther  than  which  there  is  nqthing  remarkable  in  this 
parifh. 

This  parifh  is  within  the  manor  of  Great  Orping- 
ton, to  which  it  is  an  appendage,  which  manor  is 
now  in  the  polTeffion  of  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  of 
Lullingftone,  bart. 


The 


DOWNE. 

The  MANOR  OF  Downe-court,  With  the  fcite  of 
it,  in  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  I.  and  II.  was  the 
property  and  refidence  of  Richard  de  Downe,  who 
lies  buried,  with  his  wife  Margery,  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church,  but  without  any  inlcription  on  his  grave 
ftone,  the  brafs  having  been  torn  from  it.  This  fa- 
mily was  extindt  here  before  the  middle  of  the  next 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  when  the  Petle’s  of  Trow- 
iner,  in  this  pari (h,  were  become  lords  of  it.  John 
Petle  of  Trowmer,  efq.  died  poflelTed  of  it  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  in  whofe  defcendants 
this  manor  continued  down  to  John  Petley,  efq.  (for 
fo  the  name  began  now  to  be  fpelt)  who  lived  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  He  died  without  male 
iffue,  leaving  by  Chriftiana  his  wife,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Philipott,  four  daughters  his  coheirs ; 
John  Petle,  theanceftor  of  this  family,  was  fettled  at 
Downe,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  and  bore  for 
his  arms.  Argent^  two  bends  ingrailed^  a canton  fable. 
His  fon,  Richard,  left  two  fons,  of  whom  John,  the 
eldeft,  was  poffelTor  of  Downe  manor,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Richard  II.  as  above  mentioned  ; and  Richard 
left  two  fons,  John,  anceftor  to  thofe  of  Halfted,  now 
extindl,  and  William,  anceftor  to  thofe  of  this  name 
feated  at  Filfton,  in  Shoreham,  now  likewife  extinff, 
and  thofe  ofRiverhead,  in  Sevenoke,  now  remaining 
there.  John  Petle,  eldeft  fon  of  Richard,  married 
Juliana,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Troumer  of 
Downe,  by  whom  he  had  Thomas  Petle,  who  died  in 
the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  and  lies  buried  with 
Ifabel  his  wife,  in  this  church.  His  fon,  John  Petle, 
married  Alice,  daughter  and  coheir  of  James  Bramp- 
ton, by  whom  he  had  John  Petley,  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  left  four  daughters  his 
coheirs,  as  above  mentioned.^  Of  whom  Agnes,  the 
eldeft,  was  married  to  John  Manning,  efq.  of  Downe, 
who,  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  became  en- 

p Pedigree  of  Petley,  attefted  by  Sir  William  Segar,  &c. 
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titled  to  It.’  He  was  defcended  from  John  Manning, 
who  was  of  Cowdham,  and  died  in  the  14th  year  of 
king  Henry  IV.  leaving  John  Manning,  his  fon,  who 
by  Juliana,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Brockhill, 
had  Hugh  Manning  of  St.  Mary  Cray,  who  married 
the  daughter  of  Sir  William  Brandon,  by  whom  he 
had  two  fons,  of  whom  Richard,  the  youngeft,  fet- 
tled at  St.  Mary  Cray,  where  his  poflerity  continued 
till  within  thefe  few  years  ; and  John  Manning,  the 
eldeft,  married  Agnes  Petley,  as  above  mentioned.*' 
He  died  poffefled  of  It  in  the  35th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  lies  buried  with  Agnes  his  wite  m 
this  church.  His  defeendant,  Peter  Manning,  efq. 
of  Trowmer,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  alienated 
this  manor  to  Palmer,  and  in  1657  it  tvas  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  John  Palmer,  whofe  fon  and  heir,  Michael 
Palmer,  in  1662,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Richard  Glover, 
from  whom  it  defcended  to  Mr.  Richard  Glover, 
merchant  of  London,  whofe  daughter  marrying  James 
Gladhill  Vernon,  efq.  intitled  him  to  the  poffeffion  of 
it,  and  he  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

But  the  feat  itfelf,  formerly  called  Downe-court, 
but  fince  Downe-hall,  which  pafl'ed,  together 
with  the  manor,  to  John  Manning,  In  right  of  his 
wife  Agnes,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John 
Petle,  as  before  mentioned,  was,  by  his  fon,  Henry 
Manning,  efq.  of  Greenwich,  feparated  from  the 
manor,  and  fold  by  him  to  Sir  Francis  Carew  of  Bed- 
dington,  in  Surry,  who  fome  time  afterwards  alienated 
it  to  Mr.  Ellis  of  London ; from  whom  it  pafl'ed  by 
fale,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Col.  Richard 
Sandys,  third  fon  of  Sir  EdwynSandys  of  Norborne  ; 
the  fecond  fon  of  Dr.  Edwyn  Sandys,  archbilhop  of 
York,  by  Cicely,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilsford  of 
Cranbrooke.  Henry  Sandys,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Rich- 
ard above  mentioned,  by  Hefter  his  wife,  daugh- 

1 Philipott,  p.  133.  • 

Vifitation  of  the  Co.  Kent,  1619,  Pedigree,  Manning. 
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ter  of  Edwin  Aucher,  efq.  of  Wilfliorough,  was  ot 
Downe-court,  and  married  Catherine,  widow  of  Sir 
John  Kay,  bart.  and  daughter  of  Sir  William  St, 
Quintin,  bart.  by  whom  he  had  Jordan  Samlys,  efq. 
who  paired  away  Downe-court,  by  fale,  to  Rich.  OKl- 
ner,  efq.  of  Exton;  and  he  a few  years  ago  alienated  it 
to  Thomas  Omer,  efq.  who  left  it  by  will  to  his  grand- 
fon,  Thomas  Omer,  efq.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

CHJRri'Y. 

Richard  Stevens  by  will,  in  1647,  gave  for  the  nfe  of  the 
indigent  poor,  an  annuity  of  40s.  out  of  land,  now  veiled  in 
earl  Stanhope,  and  of  the  fame  annual  produce.  ^ 

Downe  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  is  a peculiar 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  as  fuch  is  in  the 
deanry  of  Shoreham.  The  church  is  fmall,  confifting 
of  only  one  ille  and  a chancel,  having  a fpire  fteeple, 
at  the  weft  end,  in  which  are  three  bells. 

In  it,  among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions,  are  the  fol- 
lowing. In  the  ijle,  a grave  ftone  and  infeription  for  Anne,  wife 
of  Roger  Know,  dec.  obt.  1702,  mt.  76,  and  for  Anne,  wife  of 
Henry  Powle,  their  daughter,  ob.  1693,  set.  29.  On  the  north 
fide,  a mural  monument  for  Mr.  Rob  Burling,  gent,  late  attorney 
in  Gray’s-inn,  ob.  1760,  set.  38 ; another  for  Mr.  Tho.  Know  of 
this  parifli,  ob.  i 728,'Eet,  70;  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Jof. 
Marlli,  citizen  of  London,  who  died  in  1723,  mt.  62  j at  the  top 
are  thefe  arms,  viz.  Argent  on  a bend  ingrailed  gules,  three  tre- 
foils flipped  of  the  field,  impaling  gules,  a horfe’s  head  couped 
argent  between  three  crofs  croflets  fitchee  of  the  fecond.  Near 
the  pulpit,  on  a grave  ftone,  a brafs  plate  with  the  figure  of  a man 
and  woman,  and  infeription  in  black  letter,  for  Tho.  Petlc,  and 
Ifabella  his  wife,  the  efcutcheon  of  arms  torn  off.  In  the  great 
chancel^  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  altar,  a grave  ftone  and  brafs 
plate,  M’ith  infeription  in  black  letter  for  Jn.  Manning  and  Agnes 
his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  John  Petle  of  Trowmerj  he  died 
in  1543  ; above  a fliield  of  arms,  being  a crofs  floiy  between  four 
cinquefoils  impaling  two  bends  ingrailed  and  a canton.  On  the 
Ibuth  fide,  a grave  ftone  and  memorial  for  Edw.  Manning,  once  of 
prince  Charles’  houfehold,  youngeft  fon  of  Peter  Manning,  efq.  of 
Trowmer,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Jacob 
• Verzelini,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Downe,  obt.  1622,  aet.  20;  above 
the  arms  of  Manning,  -on  the  fouth  fide,  a grave  ftone  and  brafs, 
havino;  the  figure  of  a man  and  woman,  the  infeription  gone,  but 
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prefei'ved  in  Wccver,  being  for  John  Petle  and  Cbriftian  his  wife, 
andJohn  Pctle  and  Alice,  and  Tho.  Philipott,  another  like 
with  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman,  and  infcription  for  Jacob 
Verzelini,  efq.  born  in  Venice,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  born  in 
Antwerp,  of  the  antient  houfes  of  Vanburen  and  Mace,  who  lived 
in  matrimony  forty-nine  years;  he  died  in  1606;  aet.  84 ; flie 
died  in  1607,  c3Ct.  74;  beneath  are  the  figures  of  fix  fonsandthiee 
daughters,  above  them  two  Ihields  of  armsinbrafs,  firftcoat,  two 
battle  axes  in  faltier,  in  chief  a helmet;  fecondcoat,  quarterly  firlt 
and  fourtli,  three  frame  faws;  fecond  and  third,  two  cinquefoils, 
a canton  charged  with  an  hour  glafs ; beneath  another  fliield, 
Verzelini  impaling  as  above.  On  the  north  fide,  within  the  rails, 
a grave  ftone  with'^a  brafs  jilate  and  infcription  for  John  Bederen- 
den,  citizen  and  chamberlain  of  London,  obt.  144!;.  In  the  eaft 
Avindow  are  feveral  coats  of  arms  of  Manning,  Paton,  \ erztliru, 
as  before  deferibed,  and  others.  In  the  north  window  of  the  chan- 
cel are  the  arms  of  Petley  and  the  relatives  of  that  family.^  In  the 
fouth  window  of  the  chancel,  above  the  pulpit,  a fliield,  being  or  a 
bend  ermine.  In  the  firfl:  window,  on  the  noith  fide  of  the  body 
of  the  church,  is  a large  rofe,  finely  coloured  in  glafs,  parted  per 
jiale  argent  and  gules within  a glory,  furmounted  with  a crown, 
for  the  union  of  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancaiter.* 

This  church  is  efteemed  as  a chapel  to  the  church 
of  Hayes,  the  redors  of  which  are  now  inftituted  to 
the  redory  of  Hayes,  with  the  chapel  of  Downe  an- 
nexed. 

The  redor  of  Orpington,  who  is  patron  of  the 
church  of  Hayes,  pofTefles  the  parfonage  of  Downe, 
in  right  of  his  redory,  with  which  it  is  from  time  to 
lime  leafed  out  by  him. 

By  virtue  of  a commifion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of 
church  livings,  in  1650,  out  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
it  was  returned,  that  this  parfonage  was  in  one  leafe 
with  that  of  Orpington,  to  one  Mr.  Robinfon,  and 
was  worth  thirty-four  pounds  per  annum;  that  the 
• vicarage  of  this  parifli  was  w'orth  twenty  pounds  per 
annum,  belonging  to  mailer  King,  who  was  a painful 
honeft  minifter,  and  kept  the  fchool  here.* 

This  chapel  is  not  in  charge  in  the  king’s  books. 

’ See  an  account  at  large  of  the  monuments  and  memorials 
in  this  church,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  947, 

‘ Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib. 
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The  leflee  of  the  parfonage  of  Orpington  is  bound 
by  his  leafe  to  pay  1 3I.  6s.  8d.  yearly  to  the  curates  of 
Downe,  which  covenant  was  firft  inferted  in  the  leafe 
of  it,  granted  by  the  redfor  in  1 687,  and  confirmed  by 
the  archbifliop,  and  dean  and  chapter,  the  fame  year." 

CHAPEL  OF  DOJTNE, 


PATRONS, 

0(  by  ivhom  prefented. 

ReAor  of  Qrpinpon 


u See  Ducarel’s  Rep.  p.  193. 

"*1  He  was  one  of  the  fellows  of  Mag- 
dalen college,  in  Oxford,  and  deprived 
by  king  James  II.  he  was  minifter  of 
this  chapel  for  one  year,  when  he  was 
again  reftored  to  his  fellowrtiip. 

* He  was  inlHtuted  to  the  reftory  of 
Hayes  in  1696,  where  he  lies  buried. 

He  was  prefented  to  the  reftory  of 


CURATES. 

Oliver  Bagthvoaite^  obt.  Sep.  i, 
1585. 

King^  in  1650. 

John  Bradjhaw^  May  7,  1654. 

PFood^  1665. 

Philip  Jones^  1672. 

James  Farter^  1688,  refigned 
1689.“ 

John  Dinkam^  A.  M.  Feb.  13, 
1689. 

Robert  Davidfon,  A.  M.  May  6, 
1693,  refigned  1696.* 
Chrifiopher  Clarke^  A.M.  Mar.  7, 
1696,  refigned  1714.’' 

Thomas  Walivyii^  A.M.  1714, 
obt.  1747.^ 

Walter  Walker  Ward,  D.  D. 

1747,  obt.  1755." 

Wm.  Farquar,  1755,  obt.  Mar. 

1 774-* 

Francis  Faivkes,  A.  M.  April 
1774,  obt.  1777.'’ 

John  Browne,  06t,  1777,  obt. 
1 788.*^ 

Hejiry  Fly,  A.M.  1788.  Prefent 
curate. 

Hayes  in  T714,  being  alfo  reflor  of 
Kefton,  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  and 
prebendary  of  Ely. 

* He  had  been  vicar  of  Cowdham, 
and  was  afterwards  prefented  to  Hayes, 
a Alfo  redlors  of  Hayes, 
b And  reiftor  of  Hayes.  He  was  be« 
fore  vicar  of  St.  Mary  Cray, 
c Sec  Nockholt. 
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LIES  the  adjoining  parifli  to  Downe,  fouth-eaft- 
ward.  The  name  of  it  is  varioufly  fpelt  in  antient 
deeds  and  writings,  as  Codehatn^  Cudhatn^  and  Cold- 
ham  ; but  it  is  now  generally  fpelt  and  called  Cudham. 

This  parifli  lies  in  general  on  high  ground  and  ver)^ 
hilly  ; the  foil  is  but  indifferent,  being  for  the  moft 
part  ftrong  and  ftifF,  mixed  with  chalk.  It  is  very 
extenfive,  being  bounded  by  no  lefs  than  eleven  pa- 
rifhes,  and  contains  upwards  of  fix  thoufand  acres  of 
land.  It  is  but  narrow  from  eafl:  to  weft,  towards  the 
latter  it  reaches  as  far  as  Skid-hill,  on  the  confines  of 
Surry ; from  north  to  fouth,  it  is  near  four  miks  in 
leno-th.  The  village  having  the  church  within  it,  is 
fituated  in  the  eaftern  part  of  it,  not  more  than  one 
hundred  rods  from  the  parifh  of  Chelsfield,  and  about 
a mile  and  a quarter  from  the  high  road  frorii  Farnbo- 
rough  to  Sevenoke ; the^  fpire  of  it  is  a confpicuous 
object  to  all  the  country  on  the  northern  fide  of  it. 
The  high  road  from  Bromley  to  Wefterham  crofTes 
the  weftern  part  of  the  parifh,  fouthward ; near  which 
are  the  eftates  of  Luxfted,  Southftreet,  Cowdham- 
lodge  and  Apperfieldj  the  fouthern  fide  of  Leaves- 
green,  (the  remainder  of  which  is  in  Kefton)  is  within 
this  parifh,  where  there  is  an  old  manfion,  called  O/^/ 
Court  or  Old  Houfe,  which  was  for  many  generations, 
and  till  lately,  the  refidence  of  the  Braziers  ; it  is  now 
called  Leaves-green  farm,  and  belongs  to  the  widow 
of  George  Butler,  efq.  There  is  much  coppice  wood 
difperfed  over  the  feveral  parts  of  it. 

CowDHAM  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
his  half-brother  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux  j of  whom  it 
was  held  by  Gilbert  Maminot,  as  appears  by  the  furvey 
of  Domefday,  in  which  it  is  entered  under  the  general 
tide  of  the  bifliop  of  Baieux’s  lands  as  follows : 

Gilbert 
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Gilbert  Maminot  holds  of  the  bifloop  ( of  Baieux ) 
Codeham.  It  was  taxed  at  4 ftdings.  ‘The  arable  land 
is  I o carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  4,  and  1 5 vil^ 
leinSj  with  6 borderers  having  6 carucates.  There  is  a 
churchy  and  1 1 fervants^  and  1 mills  of  ie[.  fhillings  and 
2 pence  value,  fVood  for  the  pannage  of  40  hogs.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejjbr  it  was  worth  20 
pounds i and  afterwards  1 6 pounds,  and  now  24  pounds. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  in  the 
19th  year  of  that  reign,  about  four  years  after  the 
taking  of  Domefday,  Cowdham  was  feized  into  the 
king’s  hands,  among  the  reft  of  the  bilBop’s  eftates. 
This  place  afterwards  continued  in  the  polTenion  of 
Gilbert  Maminot  before  mentioned,  who  then  became 
the  king’s  immediate  tenant  for  it,  and  appears  to 
have  held  it  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  as  two 
knights  fees,  parcel  of  the  twenty-four,  which  made 
up  the  barony  of  Maminot,  of  which  Deptford  was  the 
head  or  chief,  and  were  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his  caftle 
of  Dover,  in  capite  by  barony^  the  tenant  of  Cowdham 
being  bound,  by  the  tenure  of  them,  to  maintain  a cer- 
tain number  of  foldiers  continually  for  the  defence  of 
that  caftle. 

His  great  grandfon,  Wakelin  de  Maminot,  died 
without  ifflie  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Richard  I.  leaving- 
his  fifter,  Alice,  his  coheir ; who  brought  this  place, 
with  much  other  inheritance,  to  her  hulband,  Geoffry, 
fecond  fon  of  William  de  Say  ; he  poftefled  this  place 
in  her  right,  and  dying  about  the  1 6th  year  of  kino- 
John,  was  fucceeded  by  Geoffry  his  fon,  who  was  one 
of  the  Recognitor es  Magna  AJifa,  in  the  2d  year  of  the 
fame  reign,  at  the  latter  end  of  which  he  joined  the 
confederate  barons,  and  his  lands  w^ere  feized  into  the 
king’s  hands ; after  whofe  death  they  were  however 
reftored  to  him.  He  died  in  Gafeoigne  in  the  i4tii 
year  of  king  Henry  III.  leaving  by  Alice  his  wife,  one 
of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John  de  Cafyneto,  or 
Cheney,  one  fon,  William  de  Say,  who  fucceeded  him 
in  this  manor.  In  the  44th  yeaF  of  that  reign  he  was 

conftituted 
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conftituted  governor  of  Rochefter  caftle,  and  died  in 
the  56th  year  of  it,  being  then  poffefled  of  this  manor 
held  of  the  king  in  capite  by  barony.^  ^ _ 

William  de  Say,  his  fon,  alfo  died  poflefled  of  it  in 
the  23d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  leaving  Geoffry,  his 
fon  and  heir;  the  wardlhip  of  whom  was  obtained  by 
William  de  Leyborne,  whofe  daughter,^  Idonea,  he  af- 
terwards married.  In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  II. 
he  was  lummoned  to  parliament,  but  in  the  1 5 th  of  that 
reign  he  died,  being  then  poflefled  of  this  manor,  held 
in  capitey  as  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Maminot,  and  leav- 
ing by  Idonea  his  wife,  who  furvived  him,  GeoflTry,  his 
fon  and  heir,'  who  making  proof  of  his  age  in  the  19th 
of  Edward  II.  had  poflTefTion  granted  of  his  lands, 
and  was  firil  fummoned  to  parliament  in  the  firft  year 
of  king  Edward  III.  after  which,  in  the  8th  year  of  that 
reign,  he  had  a view  rank-pledge  here,  having  that 
year  obtained  the  king’s  charter  {ox  free-warren  in  all 
his  demefne  lands  within  this  lordlhip  of  Go'wdham, 
among  others,  with  view  of  frank-pledge  and  divers 
other  privileges.  In  the  10th  year  of  Edward  III.  he 
was  conilituted  admiral  of  all  the  king’s  fleet,  from  the 
river  of  Thames  weftward ; in  which  fervice,  befides 
himfelf,  then  a banneret,  he  had  of  his  retinue  four 
knights,  twenty  men  at  arms,  and  three  archers.^  In 
the  27th  year  of  that  reign  he  was  again  fummoned  to 
parliament,  and  next  year  he  is  named,  by  the  title  of 
Geofiry  de  Saye,  lord  of  Codhaniy  among  the  peers  of 
the  realm.®  He  died  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign, 
leaving  by  Maud  his  wife,  daughter  of  Guy  de  Beau- 
champ, earl  of  Warwick,  William  de  Say,  his  fon  and 
heir,**  and  three  daughters  who  will  be  farther  men- 
tioned. 

Philipott,  p.  123.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  No.  37.  pt.  12. 

«•  Duo^cl.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p-  511-  Ro^-  ejusanni. 

^ In  Magn.  Rot.  de  an.  29  Edw.  III.  Rot.  Car.  No.  8,  ejusan. 
* Cott.  Records,  p.  83.  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  v.  p.  798. 

Rot.  Elch.  ejusan.  and  Inquif.  capt.  iqJula  eod.  anno. 
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William  de  Say,  the  fon,  received  fiimmons  to  par- 
liament in  the  37th  year  of  king  Edward  III,  and  died 
in  the  49th  of  that  reign,  as  appears  by  the  inqiiificion 
then  taken  j by  which  he  was  found  to  die  polTefled  of 
this  manor,  holden  in  capite  by  knights  fervice,  but 
how  much  was  uncertain.  He  left  John  his  fon  and 
heir,  who  died  in  ward  to  the  king,  in  the  6th  year  of 
king  Richard  II.  and  a daughter  Elizabeth,  who,  upon 
her  brother’s  death,  became  his  heir,  and  poireffcd  this 
manor.  She  married  firft  John  de  Fallcfley,  afterwards 
-knighted,  who  had  pofTcffion  granted  of  the  lands  of  her 
inheritance ; but  he  dying,  without  ilTue  by  her  foon 
after,  fhe  married  Sir  William  Heron,  who  poflefTed  the 
manor  of  Codham,  and  was  lord  Say  in  her  right.'  In 
the  19th  year  of  Richard  11.  he,  together  with  her  by 
the  name  of  Elizabeth  lady  Say,  levied  a fine  of  it  to 
the  ufe  of  them  and  the  heirs  male  of  their  bodies,  re- 
mainder to  her  own  right  heirs  ; four  years  after  which 
file  died,/,  p.  upon  which  this  manor  came  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Eleron  in  her  right,  and  he  died  pofleflcd  of  it  in 
the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  /'.  p.  likewife,  all 
which  was  found  by  inquifition  then  taken,  and  farther, 
that  this  manor  was  held  in  capite,  and  that  there  were 
fixty-'fix  acres  of  land  at  Bedrede  and  land  in  North  and 
South  Berdenne,  &c.  and  that  there  was  a park  there, 
and  two  leets  in  a year,  and  divers  rents  of  aflize,  and 
that  after  Sir  William  Heron’s  death,  who  polfeded  that 
manor  for  his  life,  it  came  by  the  above  fine  to  her 
heirs,  viz.  Sir  William  de  Clinton,  grandfon  of  Idonea, 
eldeft  filter  of  William  de  Say  laft  mentioned ; Mary, 
wife  of  Otho  de  Worthington,  and  Matilda  her  fifter, 
daughters  of  Thomas  de  Aldon  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  the  next  lifter  of  the  faid  William  and  Roger  de 
Fiennes,  grandfon  of  William  de  Fiennes  and  Joane  his 
wife,  the  third  fifter  of  the  faid  William  de  Say.  On 
the  partition  of  their  inheritance  this  manor  was  allotted 
to  Roger  de  Fiennes,  who  accordingly  took  poflellion 

’ Cott.  Rec.  p.  95,  99,  104.  1 15.  Dngd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  512. 
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of  it.  He  was  delcended  from  that  John  de  Fiennes^ 
wlio  was  one  of  the  chief  favourites  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  who  made  him  conftable  of  Dover-caftle, 
and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports.  Roger  de  Fienes 
before  mentioned,  bore  for  his  arms.  Azure.,  th  ee  lions 
rampant  or.  He  obtained  licence  of  king  Henry  VI.  to 
embattle  his  manlion  at  Hurftmonceaux,  in  SulTeJ^ 
which  he  rebuilt  in  a moft  magnificent  manner,  ^nd 
greatly  enlarged  his  park  there  He  left  two  fons, 
Richard  and  Robert,  the  former  of  whom  was 
wards  knighted,  and  having  married  Joane,  one  of 
the  daughters,  and  at  length  foie  heir  of  Sir  1 homas 
Dacre,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas  Dacre  lord  Dacre, 
he  was,  on  that  account,  in  the  37^1^ 

Henr^  VI.  by  letters  patent,  decided  lord  Dacre,  and 
a baron  of  this  realm,  and  to  enjoy  all  pre-eminence 
belonging  to  that  degree,  and  the  next  year  he  had 
fummons  to  parliament  accordingly.* 

Sir  Thomas  Dacre  before  mentioned  (whole  daugh- 
ter Joane  married  Sir  Richard  Fiennes)  died  in  his  fa- 
ther’s life  time,  leaving  two  brothers,  Ranulph,  who 
died  without  iflue,  and  Humphry  Dacre,  both  of  whorn 
were  fuccefiively,  as  heirs  male  of  the  family,  (tiled 
lords  Dacre,  Sir  Humphry  Dacre  and  his^  defcendants 
being  commonly  called  Lords  Dacre  of  the  Fsorth  j 
and  Fiennes,  and  his  pofterity.  Lords  Dacre  of  the 

South.  ...  , 

From  the  time  of  Sir  Edw«ird  Fienes  s being  created 

lord  Dacre  as  before  mentioned,  great  difputes  had 
arilen  between  him  and  his  lady  Joane,  on  the  one 
part,  and  Sir  Humphry  Dacre,  the  uncle  and  heir 
male,  on  the  other,  concerning  the  lordfhips,  manors, 
and  caftles,  which  belonged  to  the  late  lord  Dacie.  At 
length,  they  mutually  agreed  to  leave  all  their  differ- 
ences to  the  decifion  of  king  Edward  IV.  who,  in  the 
ijth  year  of  his  reign,  heard  the  caufe,  laid  before  him, 

“ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  23,  243.  Coll.  Peer,  laft  edit.  vol.  vi. 

D.  228» 

' Dudg.  B^r.  vol.  ii.  p*  23,  244.  Cott.  Reexird.  p.  60c. 
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and  the  lords  aflembled  in  parliament,  and  a provifion 
Was  therein  made  for  Sir  Richard  Fienes,  and  Joane 
his  wife,  and  the  heirs  of  the  faid  Joane,  and  fundry 
entails  of  manors,  as  well  to  the  faid  lord  Dacre  of  the 
North,  the  heir  male,  as  to  Fennys  the  heir  general, 
were  therein  confirmed ; wherein  was  alfo  noted  a 
pedigree  for  the  line  of  lord  Dacre  and  the  fame 
place  and  precedence  in  parliament  that  her  grandfa- 
ther had  enjoyed,  were  confirmed  to  Sir  Richard  and 
the  lady  Joane  his  wife,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body; 
together  with  divers  manors  and  caftles  in  dilpute ; but 
Gillefland,  in  Cumberland,  the  antient  and  capital  feat 
of  the  Vaux’s,  and  of  all  the  barons  their  defcendants.  Was 
adjudged  probably  on  account  of  fome  late  entail,  with 
feveral  other  confiderable  eftates,  to  Sir  Humphry 
Dacre,  who  at  the  fame  time  was  created  a baron,  with 
place  next  below  Sir  Robert  Fienes,  and  for  diftinc- 
tion,  Filed,  Lord  Dacre  of  Gillefland,  or  more  com- 
monly of  the  North,  as  the  other  was  of  the  South  ; 
the  former  bearing  for  their  arms.  Gules,  three  efcallops 
argent.  To  return  now  to  Sir  Richard  Fiennes  lord 
Dacre,  who  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  was 
made  conftable  of  the  tower  of  London,  and  having 
been  fummoned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  lord  Dacre, 
died  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Richard  III,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  Hurftmonceaux,  being  poflefled  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  as  appears  by  feveral  inquifitions,  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Codham,  with  its  appurtenances,  held  in  capite. 
He  left  Thomas  his  grandfon,  his  next  heir,  and  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to  John  lord  Clinton  and 
Saye.  Which  Thomas  Fienes,  lord  Dacre  of  the 
South,  was  made  knight  of  the  Bath,  and  having  been 
fummoned  to  parliament  in  the  i ith  of  king  Henry  VIL 
he  died  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  poflefled 
of  this  manor,"  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Hurft- 
monceaux. 

Cott.  Records,  p.  691. 

" Inqiiif.  poft  mort.  capt.  ap.  Cantuar,  Jan.  9,  eod.  anno. 
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He  left  Sir  Thomas  Fynes,  lord  Dacre,  his  grand- 
fon,  and  heir  apparent,  who  came  to  an  untimely  end  ; 
for  going  to  chafe  the  deer  in  Sir  Nicho  as  Pelham  s 
park,  at  Laughton,  in  Suffex,  with  feveral  otlier  per- 
Ibns,  a fray  enfued  between  them  who  went  out  with 
him  and  the  park  keepers,  in  which  one  of  ^tter 
was  wounded,  and  died  foon  after ; and  though  he  was 
not  prefent,  but  in  another  part  of  the  Park  (for  hey 
had  feparated  themfelves,  at  their  firft  coming  there 
into  different  parties)  yet  he  was  found  guilty  of  the 
murder,  and  fuffered  death  for  it  accordingly,  in  the 
33dyear  of  king  Henry  VIII.  being  fomething  more 

than  twenty-four  years  of  age.” 

Hiftorians  agree,  that  there  never  was  more  reafon 
for  tempering  the  rigour  of  the  law  with  mercy  than 
in  this  cafe  ; efpecially,  as  before  this  unfortunate  ac- 
cident, he  was  efteemed  a young  nobleman  of  a mol 
hopeful  and  promifing  difpofition ; but  it  was  his  eftate 
that  caufed  his  deilruaion,  the  courtiers  exafperating 
the  kingagainft  him,  who  was  of  himfelf  too  prone  to 


fevcritv  ^ 

He  left  one  fon,  Gregory,  and  a daughter,  Marga- 
ret,  who  were  reftored  in  blood  and  honours  by  act  ot 
parliament,  in  the  firft  year  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

Gregory  Fynes,  lord  Dacre  before  mentioned,  who 
bore  for  his  arms  thofe  of  Fynes,  quartering  thofe  of 
Dacre  of  the  North,  and  of  FItzhugh,  married  Anne, 
After  of  Thomas  lord  Buckhurft,  but  dying  without 
iffue,  anno  36  queen  Elizabeth,'’  Margaret,  his  fifter, 
became  his  foie  heir.  He  had,  in  the  13th  Y^ar  of 
that  reign,  fettled  among  other  premifes,  the  manor  ot 
Cowdham,  after  his  own  death,  and  failure  of  illue,  on 
her,  who  was  then  married  to  Sampfon  Leonard,  elq. 
of  Chevening,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body ; and  after 


*>  The  above  account  is  an  inftance,  among  many  othe^,  of 
the  different  fpelling  of  the  fame  name  at  one  and  the  fame  time 
p Dug.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  244-  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p.  524,  Ijft  edn 
1 This  account  is  taken  from  papers  communicated  by  the  late 
Thomas  Leonard,  lord  Dacre. 
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ills  death,  anno  3 9 Elizabeth,  pofTeflion  was  granted  to 
her  of  this  manor  j and  on  her  making  claim  to  the 
barony  of  D acre,  it  was,  in  the  2d  year  of  James  I. 
adjudged  to  her  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  with  pre- 
cedency, as  her  anceftors  had  enjoyed  it.  She  died  in 
the  9th  year  of  king  James  I.  polTefled  of  this  manor, 
as  was  found  by  inquifition,  and  that  Henry  lord  Dacre 
was  her  fon  and  heir,  who  died  in  the  14th  year  of  the 
fame  reign ; on  which  it  defcended  to  Richard  Lennard, 
lord  Dacre, ■■  his  eldeft  fon,  who  married  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Arthur  Throgmorton,  by  whom  he  had 
two  Ions,  Francis  Lennard,  and  Thomas,  who  after- 
wards died  without  ifllie.  He  afterwards  married  Do- 
rothy, daughter  of  Dudley  lord  North  (who  furvived 
him,  and  died  in  1698)  by  whom  he  had  one  fon, 
Richard,  who  took  the  name  of  Barrett  j from  whom 
Thomas  Lennard,  late  lord  Dacre,  was,  on  the  fa- 
ther’s fide,  lineally  defcended,  as  he  was  from  Francis 
lord  Dacre,  by  his  mother.  He  left  likewife  a daugh- 
ter, Catharine,  and  died  in  the  6th  of  king  Charles  I. 
poflefled  of  this  manor } on  which  all  his  lands  and 
hereditaments  in  Cowdham,  f except  the  rents  of  afiize 
of  the  manor,  which  had  been  fettled  by  his  father  in 
jointure  on  Dorothy  his  fecond  wife)  defcended  to 
Francis  Lennard,  lord  Dacre,  his  eldeft  fon  by  his  firft 
wife.®  He  married  Elizabeth,  fifter  and  coheir  of  Paul 
vifcount  Banning,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons,  Thomas 
his  fuceftbr,  Francis,  who  died  without  ifllie,  and  Henry, 
who  died  in  1703,  and  left  three  daughters.  Fienes  lord 
Dacre,  dying  in  1662,  was  buried  at  Chevening,  having 
by  his  will  given  all  his  lands  to  his  fon  Thomas,  in  tail 
male,  and  leaving  the  pofTeflion  of  his  lands  in  Cowd- 
ham in  jointure  to  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  w'as  after- 
W'ards,  in  1680,  created  countefs  of  Shepcy  for  her  life, 
the  before  mentioned  rents  of  aflize  being  ftill  in  the 
pofTeflion  of  Dorothy,  the  dowager  lady  Dacre. 

^ Inquif.  poll  mort. 

I Inquifition  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Charles  I. 
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Elizabeth  countefs  of  Shepey  died  in  1686, 
which  Thomas  lord  Dacre,  her  eldeft  fon,  (who  had 
been  created  earl  of  Sufifex  by  king  Charles  in  his 
cv6th  year)  folely  enjoyed  her  jointure  lands  in  Cowd- 
ham.  He  married  the  lady  Anne  Palmer,  alias  Fitz- 
roy,  daughter  of  Barbara,  countefs  of  Caftlemain, 
wards  duchefs  of  Cleveland,  and  acknowledged  by 
king  Charles  11.  as  his  natural  daughter. 

Dorothy  lady  Dacre,  dying  in  1698,  the  earl  or  Sul- 
fex  took  poflfenion  of  the  rents  of  afiize  of  the  manor 
of  Cowdhara,  which  fhe  held  in  jointure  ; and  in  1 7°7> 
the  earl  and  his  lady  conveyed  the  manor  of  Cowd- 
ham,  the  rents  of  afiize,  and  a mefifuage  and  lands  be- 
longing to  it,  to  Thomas  Streatfield,  elcj.  But  the 
year  before  this  conveyance,  Margaret,  Anne,  and  Ca- 
therine, the  infant,  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Henry 
Lennard,  who  was  the  youngeft  of  the  three  fons  and 
coheirs  in  gavelkind  to  Francis  and  Richard,  lords 
Dacre,  by  their  guardian,  laid  claim  to  the  moiety  of 
this  manor,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  fo  fold  by 
the  earl ; and  alfo  the  lands  in  Cowdham  unfold,  and 
ftill  remaining  in  his  pofiTefTion.  For,  that  Francis  Len- 
nard, the  earl’s  other  brother,  being  dead  without  il- 
fue,  one  moiety  only  of  the  above  manor  and  lands 
defcended  to  the  earl  of  Sufifex,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  Henry  Lennard,  their  father,  as  heirs  in  gavelkind 
to  Francis  and  Richard,  lords  Dacre,  as  before  men- 
tioned. But  the  earl  of  Sufifex,  in  a trial  at  the  Queen’s- 
bench  bar,  and  on  a full  evidence,  proved,  that  the 
premifes  never  were  of  the  nature  of  gavelkind,  but 
had  been  always  held  of  the  king  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice,  obtained  a full  verdidl  in  his  favour.  From 
Thomas  Streatfield,  efq.  before  mentioned,  this  manor 
has  defcended  to  his  grandfon,  T.  homas  Streatfield,  efq. 
of  Sevenoke,  and  he  is  the  prefent  poflefifor  of  it. 

The  MANOR  OF  Appuldrefield,  called  alfo  an- 
tiently  the  manor  of  j^ppuldre,  and  now,  by  contraction 
of  the  former  name,  Apperjieldj  lies  about  two  miles 
fouth-weftward  from  Cowdham  church. 

It 
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It  was  antlently  parcel  of  tlie  lands  which  made  up 
the  two  knights  fees  in  Cowdham,  part  of  the  barony 
of  Maminot,  which  has  been  fully  mentioned  before, 
as  having  been  alTigned  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
Gilbert  Maminot,  being  held  of  the  king,  as  of  the 
caftle  of  Dover,  in  capitey  by  barony. 

From  him  the  fee  of  this  manor  defcended  to  Alice, 
filler  and  coheir  of  Wakelin  Maminot,  who  carried  it 
in  marriage  to  Geoffry  de  Say  ; of  which  family  of  Say 
it  was  held  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  by  one  of 
the  eminent  family  of  Apuldrefeld,  who  bore  for  their 
arms,  fable,  a crofs  voided,  or,  and  moft  probably  took 
their  name  from  this  place,  and  then  again  fixed  it  on 
others  in  this  county,  in  which  they  afterwards  fcated 
themfelves. 

Henry  de  Apuldrefeld,  in  the  38  th  year  of  king 
Henry  III.  obtained  a fair  and  market  to  his  manor  of 
Apuldrefeld  and  in  the  book  of  knights  fees,  taken 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  and  now  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  the  king’s  remembrancer  in  the  exche- 
quer, it  is  mentioned  to  be  then  held  by  him  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  of  William  de  Say. 

In  the  I ith  year  of  king  Edward  II.  John  de  Infula 
had  a charter  of  free-warren  granted  to  his  manor  of 
Apuldrefeld  ; which  was  renewed  to  Stephen  de  Alh- 
way,  in  the  38th  year  of  king  Edward  HI.  who  had 
a free  chapel  annexed  to  it.  In  the  20th  year  of  that 
reign,  Stephen  de  Afhway,  and  his  coparceners,  paid 
aid  for  this  manor,  as  one  knight’s  fee,  which  Henry 
de  Apuldrefeld  before  held  in  Codeham  of  Geoflry  de 
Say,  being  then  held  of  the  king  as  of  the  honor  of  Say, 
and  performing  ward  to  Dover- caftle. 

It  appears  by  the  patent- rolls  in  the  tower,  of  the 
46th  year  of  the  above  reign,  that  the  king,  by  his  writ 
that  year,  granted  to  John  Atte-Welle,  and  Robert 
William,  licence  to  aftign  rent  of  the  value  of  four 


' Philipott,  p.  123, 
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marcs,  out  of  tenements,  called  La-rye,  in  Otteford, 
to  Adam  Flemynge,  the  chaplain  celebrating  divine 
fervice  in  the  chapel  of  Apuldrefelde,  to  hold  to  him 
and  his  fucceflbrs  celebrating  divine  fervice  there.'* 

This  manor  continued  in  the  name  of  Alhway  for 
many  generations,  till  at  laft  it  became,  by  purchafe, 
the  eltate  of  Denny  ; and  Thomas  Denny,  of  Chefhunt, 
in  Hertfordrtiire,  defcended  from  John  Denny,  efq. 
who  ferved  king  Henry  V.  in  his  wars  in  France,  and 
bore  for  his  arms,  Gxiles^  a faltier  argent y between  two 
crofes  patteey  was  polfelfed  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  left  the  inheritance  of  it  to  the  two 
eldeft  of  his  fonsj  John  Denny,  who  fettled  in  Nor-r 
folk  ; and  Sir  Anthony  Denny,  of  Chefhunt,  groom  of 
the  ftole  to  king  Henry  VlII.  and  privy  counfellor. 
They  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  George  Dacre,  efq. 
and  in  the  3 5th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  an  aft  paffed 
for  the  affurance  of  this  manor  of  Apperfield,  and  other 
lands,  of  the  inheritance  of  John  Denny  and  Anthony 
Denny,  unto  George  Dacre,  who  was  defcended  from 
Henry  Dacre,  of  Malfield,  in  Staffordfhire,  alderman 
of  London,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent y a chevron 
fablcy  between  3 torteauxes  gules  j on  each  an  efcaJlop 
argenty  in  alliifion  to  that  of  the  lords  Dacre  of  the 
north,  from  whom  thefe  were  faid  to  be  defcended. 
He  exchanged  it  with  the  crown,  from  whence  it  was 
granted,  under  the  yearly  fee -farm  of  feventy-one 
fliillings,'"  to  John  Leonard,  of  Chevening,  efq.  on 
whofe  death,  ip  the  33d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  his 
fon  Sampfon  Leonard  fucceeded  to  it,  and  died  pof- 
feffedofitin  the  13th  of  king  James  1.  having  by  his 
will  devifed  this  manor  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Henry,  lord 
Dacre,  In  tail  male ; with  remainder  to  his  two  fons, 
Gregory  and  Thomas,  fucceftiyely  ; but  by  reafon  of 

" Pat.  46  Edvv.  III.  p.  a,  m.  19. 

“ Aiigtn.  off.  Rolls  of  Partic.  of  Fee  farm  Rents  temp.  Inter- 
regni,  Roll.  18,  No.  32. 
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ihle  bl  k^'  ilile-In-law  of  Boyce,  iie  should 
r.7  .n?  whom  the  dcrendani  had  been  on 

of  “*•'’?  hef  write ; 


tnwnicnthe  hand  waanotao 
'*  ?"**«»«  0^  which  showed  plainly  ih“ 

concluded  bywylnK— “ffthi*” 
if  this  It  piety,  what  then  Is  denraTUy  ?"  Whatju*. 
1 "'**  “he set  un.fic  could  noftell.  '^Hc 

tn  ?hR  K 7“l^ ‘he  Inilrumeui  of  other 

In  the  back  ground,  but  there  wa»  no  other  cenon 
^bntu  tbe  action  could  be  brouirht.  If  the  leiten 
U>  be  In  the  handwriting  of  SS.  ddendiSit 
'Im'  ^ f*'*  *'’*  amoont  of  de- 

a^a'nrt  other*.  He 

r / k ” handwiftng  of  the  dcfeodiim, 
t *hc  record.  Tho“^ 

S i"  ‘he  hope  that  the  plaTmtir would  n« 

Some  of  the  Iclicis  had  beM 
tTh^hln  1?“^  i JMtificatInn  to  this  anoDjmioua  »lan- 

PartnenJiIp  with  Mr. 
t*”;  Me. Waddbaton  baa  fbur  children 
fortnct  wlfe.  I know  John  Boyce,  who  . 

"piiifes " ^ 

n “ • butcher  nt  Aforgatc.  I recollect  ■ 

• •*  Margate.  The  defendant 

an.  7*^'  wlib  me  as 

—an.  she  m^e  entries  In  the  day-book.  1 hare  fie 

h«  handwriting.  I*belleve 
“ her  nandwrlting. 

S°’S'ioK'f,r.rS.' 

handwriting  before  I comrared  J(  wlth^he 
w la^Tgef  than  her  usual  writing.  1 haw 
V otrfnlon  the  similarity  of  dlflerent  feller*, 

“ Margate.  1 Picked 

letter  on  the  steps  of  a door  In  the  street 

■dw  i'®’  " poriCT  at  Margate.— 1 was  at  the 
W?hlBM““"^  ’ • **'•  ‘he  houic 

ettera  were  here  put  la  and  read 

wfuirf^We  '■"‘he  defendant. 

Mcuied  Mir  W.  Folleti  of  want  of  candour  by  eodea. 
to  Introduce  a prejudice  Into  tlie  case  by  saying  the 
Instrument  of  some  other  perann^  sod  to 
*■  which  he  alleged  bad 

Boyee  Md  the  pIsIntifT.  It  was  hard 

rrc£“.a‘^;r'^”a.s  s-p k 

Uaffthrd^.';nfM'''""*J.*‘*  "^‘“^he  had  called? 

.he  dented'  ihoi  she  had  anything  K w/th  Ihl 

PYh;v*.?:in':asr^T."U^^  - 

UYDEn  V.  WILLIS. 

Th^n  “”/  l Of  n blU  Of 

(al  Ii.nt  M ^ °'l'  “*  ‘5.®  P“hJic  ofnecr.  ol  the 

iin^«r  n *'"f  ‘®  *h«  oill  lor  the  ac- 

‘i  R ,.h^{n  «fl‘^'.r7'  «h"t,tl*CTe  wai  DO  yaluc, 

Mn  ''“'J  noiiceof  there  facie 

XwS  .™.r' '""' " 

;Ue  lying  upon  the  defendant,  he  coromcneed  hi* 

Hot  Wdher;  but  upon  the  paM-baok  being  pro-. 

slihough  It  bad  been  en?«el^ 
»^474/.  “‘"®  *"  ■ hilance 


. .■.awiiie  uaiiaersnaa  piauc 
• hut  uponjlie  paM-baok  being  pre 
sred  1 

..-.V.  '*hm 

fendant  thu*  haring  failed  to  mske  out  Ills  nlea. 
luy  found  a tcrdici  for  the  plaintiff  for  lOlI  %*. 

Oh  CO.MMON  PliBAS,  AIokday,  Dec.  Ilf. 
Aiffrngr,  l^/orj  f^ord  C/iiiT  J<»lictTlSV\L  and 
a Apecio/ Jury.) 
nrxoEn  v.  cLABtee. 
ih'?houi^'?f  V,5*'®  ®"*  of  ‘he 

detCTi??iim  ““  ““P*  maoufactuiers, 

^ 5",*“?®®^'  “r  a libel  conulucJ 
‘0  “ P«”oa  named 
Itoren.  ol  the  firm's  mills 

.cd  w thR  '■e»“<3“>«n‘  conduct 

n auJft«7«.  7^,*  Pleaded  that 

oommunlcaUon.  and 

nl*indfl'-***«nH  M ''il’  Swann  were  eoun- 

.--In  the  Cowunoa  Plea*  report  In  ycfterday's 
Brown,  Jaiuon,  and  Co.,"  read  “Brown,  Dan- 

SISTORY  COU^  Movoat.  Dec.  la.  I 
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cocnplUbn'D'i  bmuu  I knofr 
more  o^ulcry  uelilenee  cu  be 

ipMu  tboie  cloud*  and  vtpouitvM 

did,  br  MU-wokrine**,  tenda  rtiirunenl 
ulerablf.  , 

'•  But  Mt.I'lii  tmplr  po»e**e*d  «t»x  reeou 
_Ji»ai  retlrcmeol.  No  poionhad  a mow  eiii' 
tbebeaulie*  of  the  eouDlT7.  Uo  took  the  (Kalat  dell 
hlamldeoce  at  Holvood,  which  he  enlarged  tod  Im 
(It  ma7  be  trulf  aald]  wllo  hi*  otd  hand*.  Oflcn  have  1 teeu 
him  working  la  hi*  wood*  and  gaideu*  with  hUlAbourcn  far 
whole  dap*  logeiher,  undeigolDg  conilderable  bodllp  laiigue, 
and  with  *o  much  eagerneu  and  onlduitr,  that  you  woold 
«uppo*e  the  euliirailon  ol  hi*  rlUa  to  be  tb*  principal  oenpt* 
(Ion  vt  hi*  Ufeii 

'*^ll««aawByfonaetmda*e<vbonrnejCa  mawbesln 

(heeonnttrfrMuenily  joined  the  hound*  of  hi*  nelgbbour- 
hood,  both  at  Rolwood  and  Walmer-eatlle. 

“ At  the  latter  place  he  llred  moil  hoipltablp,  entert^nlng 
'an  hi*  neighboun,  ae  well  ai  the  officer*  of  the  nrighbourlng 
eairiaonsand  of  tbcihlpein  thaDowni:  and  hewai  moat 
atientlye  to  hla  duilea  of  Lord  Warden  of  ibe  Cinque  Port*, 
rhich  celled  hid}  frequcetly  to  DoTrr,  and  lometlaie*  to  Ibe 
oiherporta 

But  In  all  place*,  and  et  all  time*,  hi*  eonitant  delight 
aoclety.  There  be  thone  with  a degree  of  cilm  and  iceady 
. le  which  often  attonlthed  me  more  than  hi*  mo>l  tplendid 
effimt  Id  Porllameot.  Uls  mannen  were  perfectly  plain, 
without  any  affectation;  not  only  wa*  he  without  pieaumpiinB 
oranogance,  or  any  alt  ol  autherlty,  but  he  teemed  utterly 
uneooeclou*  of  hia  own  luperiority,  and  much  more  dlipo*^ 
CO  lUtcn  than  to  talk.  Uc  nercr  betrayed  any  cympiom  of 
inzleiy  to  uiurp  ibe  lead  or  to  dbpliy  Ula  own  powen,  but 
rather  laclined  to  draw  forili  other*,  and  to  take  meteVan 
equal  •hare  in  the  general  cenreraailon : then  be  plunged 
heedlruly  Into  the  mirth  of  the  hour,  with  no  other  care  than 
(opromote  the  genool  good  humour  and  bappineu  of  the 
company.  HI*  wit  wai  quick  and  teady.  but  it  was  rather 
llyely  than  sharp,  and  nerer  envenomed  with  the  least  laincof 
mallgDlCy  I to  tbaL  lailead  of  exciting  admlralloD  or  terror,  it 
ras  an  adolllooal  (ngredlent  In  the  common  ciyaymeDt.  He 
'aa  egdowed,  beyond  any  mao  ot  hi*  lime  whom  1 knew, 
>ilh  • gay  heart  and  a aacitl  spirit.  With  iheie  quolilic*  be 
ras  the  llle  and  soul  of  his  own  society : b(*  appearance  dis- 
pelled all  care ; hit  brow  was  never  clouded,  even  la  the  se- 
remepnblie  trials;  ondjojr,  and  hope,  and  cooRdeoce  beam- 
ed from  his  countenaocc  In  cvciy  ciisU  of  difficulty  and 

" He  was  a most  affectionate,  indulgent,  and  benevolent 
friend,  and  so  easy  of  aeeeu  that  all  his  sequalnianec,  In  any 
cmbarraitlDeoC,  would  rather  resort  to  him  for  advice  than  to 
iny  person  who  might  be  lupposed  to  have  moK  lelture.  His 
heart  was  always  at  leisure  to  receive  the  communlestlona  of 
hla  friends,  and  always  open  to  give  the  best  advice  In  (be 
not!  gentle  and  pleasant  manner. 

*'  It  Is  amclancboly  but  a grateful  task  to  pay  this  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  ray  depsrUm  friend.  ‘Aut  me  amor  ne- 
XOtll  luiccpll  fallil'— or  the  character  which  I hare  endea- 
voured to  draw  Is  not  leas  just  and  true  than  it  la  amlabitand 
ueeUent ; and  I cannot  resist  the  coneluilon  that  a pure  and 
cleat  conscience  must  have  been  the  original  source  ol  ludi 
uniform  cbeertulnea*  and  gaiety  of  iplril.  The  truth  which 
I have  asserted  I poaseued  ample  tucana  ol  knowing.  From 
the  year  1710  to  171)7  I lived  in  habitsef  (he  most  conluleo- 
ilalitiendsbip  with  Mr.  Pita 
" In  Ibe  year  171)7  I was  . 

Indio,  and  In  tbemoDlh  oflfeptember  in  - 

Walcner-casilc  to  meet  Sir.  Pill  and  Mr.  Uundas,  and  ic  .. 
ctlve  niy  lost  Inilruclloos.  1 lound  Mr.  Pill  In  (be  higheii 
ipliits,  entertaining  officert  and  country  genllemeo  with  hli 
, usual  hospitality.  Amoogst  others,  Admltal  Duncan  was 
I Ills  constant  aod  favourite  guest.  His  Hcelwat  then  In  ibe 
I Downs,  pieparlng  for  the  memorable  vlctoryofCainperdown. 
;The  Admiral  was  alively  and  Jovial  eompuilon,  andseemed 
,lo  bo  quite  delighted  with  Mr.  Pill's  soriely.  1 crabaikedfor 
. Indio  early  in  tnenionlh  ol  November,  1797,  and  I relumed  to 
'England  In  January,  IROU. 

, ‘‘Not  wishing  to  state  an) 

I' knowledge,  I will  not  attem)..  .v  .......  ....  

Pitt's  s*cUl  habits  during  the  period  of  my  absence ; but  I 
cannot  believe  (hat,  during  (hat  lime,  the  whole  frame  of  his 
iQsgnlficnit  iniodhad  been  10  broken  and  disjointed,  that  he 
could  not  eodurethe  lemponty  loss  of  power,  nor  reconcile 
hitnseli  to  that  retirement,  and  to  those  Rcrealloos,  which 
were  hU  relief  from  the  labour  of  official  business,  aod  bis 
conaolttlou  hi  the  hour  of  political  solicitude  and  core.  Bui 
I know  Ibat  the  lint  sumniet  after  his  resignation  was  passed 
with  Mr.  Addington  at  Wimbledon,  and  init  soon  afterwards 
Mr.  I'lit  WBi  closely  occupied  el  Walmer-castlo  hi  forraihg  a 
corps  of  volunteer  cavslrv,  living  with  hi*  officers,  and  passing 
Ibe  greater  part  ol  hia  time  on  horseback,  under  the  firm  ex- 
peclAilon  of  a French  invasion.  This  docs  not  well  sgrev 
with  (he  story  which  represents  him  wrapped  in  lullcn  seclu- 
lion,  lunk  in  deaponducy,  shunning  all  society,  and  yet  un- 
able to  relieve  (be  gloom  of  solitude  by  any  mental  resource. 

" On  my  arrival  hi  Dngland,  in  January,  PJOU,  Mr,  Pin 
_ at  Bath:  I wrote  to  him,  and  I received  from  bim  a very- 
kind  Invllallon  to  meet  him  at  Putney-hill.  It  may  Interest 
'ou  to  see  this,  ooeol  (he  latest  letters  Mr.  Pitt  ever  wrote, 
^nd  I thnclore  subjoin  a copy*.  I met  bim  accordingly,  In 
the  second  week  In  January,  and  1 was  rectWed  by  him  with 
hU  uiuol  kindness  nnd  good  humour.  His  spirits  appeal 
rbeas  high  os  I had  ever  seen  tbmi,  nnd  hli  underitaiid- 
ig  quite  MM  vigorous  and  clear. 

'*  Amnogit  •ihcr  topics,  be  told  me,  with  great  kindnaas 
aod  feeling,  that  lincc  tie  had  *een  me ^e  bad  been  happy  to 
kecofflc  aeqaaieted  with  nw  biotbtt  Anbuutf-whooi  Jio 
•raute  tuiMwmnesiHrinnr  uoStbreiQiloa.  Brafit, ' t 

lytnalurycfliccrwith  whom  It  was  so  satiilac- 

.... nc.  He  iUle*  every  difficulty  before  be  under- 

takes any  service ; but  none  after  he  hu  underlakeo  It.’ 

But,  notwilbitnndlng  Mr.  Pllt'i  kindoeu  and  ebeerful- 

I asw  that  the  hand  of  death  wni  fixed  upon  him.  This 

tneianebely  truth  was  oot  known  nor  bcUeved  by  either  hit 
Irioids  or  opponents.  In  (he  numba  ot  (be  latter,  to  my 
deep  alBIclIon,  I found  niy  highly  respected  and  ateemed 
friend  Bird  urenvtUe  and  I colleclcd  (hat  mcaniRS  of  the 
utmost  hostility  to  Mr.  Pitt  were  to  be  proposed  In  both 
house*  at  the  meeting  of  Partiimeiit. 

“ 1 warned  Lord  Cirenvilleof  Mr.  Pill's  approaching  death. 

fie  received  the  fat*]  Intelligence  with  (lie  utmeat  leuing.  In 
*□  agony  of  testa,  and  Immediately  determined  (hat  ail  bos- 
llUiyIn  Partiameni  should  be  luipended.  Mr.  Pitt's  deaili 
followed. -f 

If  any  additional  evidence  were  required  of  Ibe  ezcellenR 
of  his  sodal  character,  it  would  be  found  abundantly  In  the 
deep  sorrow  of  a most  numerous  class  of  Independent,  ho- 
uesc,  and  sincerely  attached  friends,  who  wept  over  the  loss 
of  hit  benevolentand  affectionate  temper  nnd  dlspoaldon  with 
■ degree  of  heartfelt  nlef  which  na  political  seatlmcnt  could 
produce.  Many  of  loetc  were  aisembltdat  (be  tad  ceremony 
' his  funeral ; with  them  I paid  the  last  office*  to  hii  ho- 
_.uted  memory.  Wc  aileoiled  him  to  Westminster  Abbey. 
There  (he  grave  oi*bIs  Ulustriouiftihet  was  opened  to  ve^ve 
him,  and  we  taw  hit  remains  deposited  on  (be  coffin  of  hi* 
venerated  parrot.  What  grave  costaiiu  such  a father  and 
such  a son  ! Whit  sepulchre  embosoms  the  remafosof  so 
much  bojnan  excellence  and  glory  I 

“ Always  yours,  fslihloUy  sad  ilneerely. 

•’  WBLLBSLfiv." 

We  hare  persoDil  means  of  knowing  that,  u far  as 
regard*  the  simple  and  engaging  mannen  and  the 


’Ur  dear  \V«ll*sIey,—Oa  my  arrival  hen  last  iilchi  I reeeiTtd, 
tocxyrvsslbte  sicasutt.  your  most  (rtenClyaDd  atfreUonato  let' 
ir  I eas  not  tlionsly  advised  I*  ksesoutof  looden  till  I hats 
Itvd  alltUsmare  stmrtb.  I woold  aiTsoomcuo  Imioeeiateir 
i«  yuryoss  0/ sniac  took  the  first  pasalOlemameot.  As  It  Is,  I 

itrald  1 must  trust  la  vouc  (oodani  to  e< vs  me  the  sallslsct Ion  ef 

seeliur  you  kert.  (ht  Bm  hauryoucsnisa'r  (or  that  aurpsec.  If  you 
can  att^ut  laeoorsnlapce  Osaka  Itaboot  iba  miAAi^  at  ttsa  day  (In 
EMlitbltytc.  brtween  two  and  toor)  It  vouldsull  me  ntha  Oelta 
- y otber  lUise  i but  noae  cats  ba  Inmnf  Iwii. 

- -m  xeeortitM  ntbrr  slawly  rrora  a seitnof  stowuh  ram- 
alalsls.  fcUowedbr  seTcivansduorrout,  but  I bcllevalim  eowia 
use  wsyof  rcalineDdnsat. 

“ Ever,  nsest  truly  and  asselloaKcly  yuun, 
l^slrsryMll,  Sunday. Jiouary It  1*0*.  ''W-paTT.- 

. ^Uamnit  tnstoq  tbs Uii,  Ur.  pi(|d((dqn  (hewof  Jtnu- 

uperhv  tdiolanhip  ol  Mr. 'Plft,"  diii'lRtcr 
ooDtain  an^  cxtggoatioD.  We  do  oot  bdieve 
tchi^  in  Europe  undetetood  Demogiiiqie*  and 
' ;dides  M wHl  as  Mr.  Pitt : anil  hiLpeisonal  tmiawn 
iu  left  an  impresrioa  never  to  be  efiaced  from  the  rap 
hnaries  of  thoee  who  enjoyed  hia  intimaors 


COWDHAM.  7 1 

a jointure  In  this  manor,  it  did  not  come  Into  the  pof- 
lelfion  of  his  defcendants  till  the  time  of  Francis  Len- 
nard,  lord  Dacre,  his  grandfon,  who  became  polTelTed 
of  it,  under  the  will  of  Sampfon  Leonard,  his  great- 
grandfather. He  by  his  will,  in  1654,  devifed  the  in- 
heritance of  it  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas,  afterwards 
created  earl  of  Suflex,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  ; 
and  dying  in  the  year  1662,  Elizabeth,  his  widow,  af- 
terwards countefs  of  Shepey,  polTefled  it  in  jointure, 
till  her  death,  in  1686;  upon  which  Thomas,  lord 
Dacre,  earl  of  Suflex,  entered  into  poflfeflion  of  it ; 
but  the  fame  claim  was  made  to  a third  part  of  this 
manor,  by  Margaret,  Anne,  and  Catharine,  the  infant 
daughters  of  Henry,  the  earl’s  youngeft  brother,  (who 
died  in  1703)  by  their  guardian,  in  their  behalf,  as  was 
made  upon  the  manor  of  Cowdham,  and  other  manors 
and  lands  of  the  earl,  as  being  of  the  nature  of  gavel- 
kind. Soon  after  the  above  fale  of  this  manor  they 
laid  claim  to  a moiety  of  it,  Francis,  the  earl’s  fecond 
brother,  being  dead  without  illue  ; but  the  earl  of  Suf- 
fex,  in  a trial  had  at  the  queen’s  bench  bar,  fet 
afide  thefe  claims,  and  obtained  a full  verdidt  in  his 
favor. 

The  earl  of  Suflfex,  in  1707,  conveyed  the  manor  of 
Apperfield  to  Mr.  Thomas  Know,  who  died,  poUefled 
of  it,  in  1728,  and  was  buried  in  Downe  church  ; on 
which  it  defcended  to  his  only  fon,  Roger  Know,  who, 
on  his  death,  in  1737*  devifed  this  manor,  with  other 
eftates,  to  his  coufins,  Leonard  Bartholomew  and  John  • 
Know  Bartholomew,  fons  of  Philip  Bartholomew,  of 
Oxen  Hoath,  efq.  by  his  firft  wife,  the  only  daughter 
and  heir  of  John  Know,  of  Ford,  in  Wrotham,  gent, 
(brother  of  Thomas  Know  before-mentioned)  who 
both  died  without  ilTue.  His  fecond  wife  was  Mary, 
daughter  of  Alexander  Thomas,  of  Lamberhurft,  efq. 

by  whom  he  had  one  daughter  Mary,  married  to 

» 

* He  lies  buried  in  Downe  church. 

F 4 Francis 
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Francis  Geary,  efq.  who  will  be  further  mentioned 
hereafter. 

On  the  partition  of  thefe  eftates  this  manor  became 
the  property  of  John-Know  Bartholomew,  and  on  his 
death,  of  his  brother,  Leonard  Bartholomew,  before- 
mentioned ; who,  dying  without  iflfue  in  1757,  by  his 
will  bequeathed  it  to  thefecondfon  of  Sir  Francis  Geary, 
bart.  of  Folfden,  in  Surry,  by  Mary,  his  half-fifter; 
which  fecond  fon,  now  Sir  William  Geary,  bart.  ne- 
phew of  the  faid  Leonard  Bartholomew,  is  now  poflef- 
fed  of  this  manor  of  Apperfield. 

This  manor  now  pays  a fee-farm  rent  of  3I.  i is.  per 
annum  to  the  crown. 

There  is  a place  in  this  parilh,  formerly  called  the 
manor  of  Bertrey,  which  was  part  of  that  eftate  in 
Cowdham  given  to  Gilbert  Maminot,  in  the  reign  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  for  his  affiftance  in  the  de- 
fence of  Dover-caftle. 

From  this  family  it  went  by  marriage  to  the  Says ; 
one  of  whom,  Geoffry  de  Say  claimed,  before  Johnde 
Stonar  and  others,  his  aflbciates,  jnjiices  itinerant^  in 
the  7 th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the  holding  of  a yearly 
fair  at  this  hamlet  on  the  day  of  St.  Laurence.’'  Be- 
fore this  name  was  extinft  here,  which  was  about  the 
beginning  of  king  Richard  IBs  reign,  this  manor  was 
become  annexed  to  the  adjoining  manor  of  Apuldre, 
(now  Apperfield)  in  this  parilh  j in  which  ftate  it  con- 
tinues at  this  time. 

Richard  de  Cherfholt  had  antiently  fome  property 
in  this  hamlet  of  Bertrey,  or  Bettred,  as  it  was  after- 
wards called,  and  held  the  reevefliip  of  the  manor  of 
Bertrey  under  Geoffry  de  Say,  who  difcharged  him 
from  this  office  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  II. 
and  mort  probably  at  the  time  of  its  being  annexed  to 
Apperfield.  He  died  without  ilfue  male,  and  his. 
daughter  and  heir  carried  the  eftate,  which  he  held  ip 

I fhilipott,  p.  134.  Reg.  Rotf.  p.  633. 
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it,  in  marriage  to  William  de  Manning,  who  died 
in  the  i yth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  He  was  the  Ion 
of  Stephen  de  Manning  ; of  whom  there  is  mention  in 
old  deeds,  of  the  time  of  king  Edward  I.  who  was  de- 
fended from  Simon  de  Manning,  to  whom  John  Sil- 
vefter,  of  Wefterham,  demifed  land  by  deed  in  the 
14th  year  of  king  Richard  I.  and  who  (as  is  recorded 
in  an  old  pedigree  relating  to  this  family)  was  engaged 
in  the  holy  war  againft  the  Saracens,  under  that  king. 
They  are  faid  to  be  defended  of  an  antient  and  noble 
family,  which  took  its  name  from  Manning,  a town  in 
Saxony,  from  whence  they  came  into  England,  before 
the  conqueft,  and  fome  of  them  are  faid  to  have  fettled 
in  Friefland.  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Gides^  a 
crofs  potencCf  or  flory,  betzveen  four  cuique foils  or.''  From 
him  it  defended  to  Hugh  Manning,  who  fettled  at  St. 
Mary  Cray,  and  left  two  fons ; of  whom  John,  die 
elder,  was  of  Downe,  and  Richard,  the  younger,  of 
Kevington,  in  St.  Mary  Cray,  where  his  pofterity  re- 
mained till  within  thefe  few  years. 

Hugh,  fon  of  Gilbert  de  Maminot,  who  lived  In  the 
reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  as  mentioned  above, 
gave  the  tythes  of  Bertrey,  in  Cowdham,  to  the  church 
of  St.  Andrew  in  Rochefter,  in  pure  alms,  which  was 
confirmed  by  his  fon,  Walchelin,  and  lie  further 
granted,  that  if  any  part  of  the  lordfliip  was  tlien,  or 
fhould  hereafter  be  converted  into  tillage  fcrvice,"  yet 
the  tenths  Ihould  remain  to  them  entire,  according  to 
the  firft  donation. 

The  gift  was  confirmed  by  Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter, and  feveral  of  his  fucceff)rs ; by  Theobald, 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  others.  The  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  anno  5 king  Edward  III.  demifed 
all  their  tythes  of  fheaves  arifing  within  the  manor  of 
Bertrey,  and  the  like  tythes  in  the  hamlet  of  Mot- 

* Guillim,  p.  138. 

I In  rufticanam  fervitutem  in  oiig, 
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tingham,  to  Sir  Henry  de  Reddlyngton,  and  others,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  eight  marcs  fterling. 

John  de  Shepey,  prior  ofRochefter,  and  the  con- 
vent of  the  fame  place,  in  the  loth  year  of  king  Ri- 
chard II.  demifed,  to  John  Stoke,  of  Ferneberge,  and 
John  Flemyng,  ofRochefter,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  fix 
{hillings,  all  their  tythes  arifing  from  the  manor  ot 
Bertrev  in  Codham,  then  annexed  to  the  manor  ot 
Apperfield ; the  names  of  the  fields  within  this  tythery 
may  be  feen  in  the  Regiftrum  Roff.  p.  268.  _ 

It  was  found  by  inquifition,  in  the  7th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  that  William  Marfh,  at  his  death,  held 
of  the'  king  in  ca-pite,  a mefluage  and  land,  in  Cowd- 
ham ; which  were  carried  in  marriage  by  Margaret, 
his  daughter,  to  Nicholas  Smith.  In  the  firft  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  he  alienated  this  eftate,  then  called 
Mares-tlace,  with  its  lands  and  appurtenances,  _ to 
Thomas  Jofceline.'  In  the  6th  year  of  which  reign 
his  defcendant,  John  Jofceline,  fold  it  to  Thomas  Pol- 
fted,  whofe  grandfon  Francis  Polfted,”*  levied  a fine  ot 
it  anno  15  queen  Elizabeth, 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Cowdham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
ford.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul.  It  confifts  of  a body  and  chancel,  an  ifle  on 
the  north  fide,  not  extending  the  length  of  the  church 
either  way,  and  a fort  of  chapel  on  the  fouth  fide,  not 
much  ufed,  as  a veftry  room,  and  much  out  of 
The  fteeple,  which  is  a fpire,  ftands  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  church,  and  has  four  bells  in  it. 

In  this  clnirch,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments 
andinfcriptions:-/« /-if  iA’,  on  a grave  ftone,  with  the  figure 
of  a woman  in  brafs,  and  infcription  m black  letter,  tor  Aiys, 
• wife  of  Walter  Waleys,  of  this  panfh,  filler  to  Johan  a Legh,  ot 
Advngton,  in  Surry,  efq.  obt.  1503.  Above  the  figure  are  two 
lliields  in  brafs,  being  firft,  n /fA  ermine,  a Jlar  in  tie  tex  er 


b Reg.  Roll',  p. ’67,  1 17,  ibia.  p.  47.,':9.S7>  ^38,  S»9-  Il>.  p.  SS^* 

c Rot.  Efch.  pt.  3.  Itot.  Elch.  ejus  an.  _ 
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point ; fecond,  on  a chevron^  three  lions  rampant  beneath  the  above 
armSf  being  thofe  of  Waleys  impaling  Legh)  beneath  are  the 
figures  of  hx  fons  and  three  daughters.  In  the  great  chancel  are 
feveral  grave  ftones  for  the  family  of  Brazier,  of  Old  Houfe,  in 
this  parifli ; on  the  fouth  fide,  within  the  altar  rails,  is  a mural 
monument  for  Thomas  Farrant,  fen.  obt.  1680,  set.  62.  Tho- 
mas Farrant,  jun.  died  the  fame  year,  tet.  17.  On  the  fouth  fide 
is  an  antient  altar  tomb  of  flone,  with  fome  letters  cut  in  relievo^ 
within  a gothic  rofe  on  the  fides  of  it,  but  no  infeription.  In  the 
eaji  veindov}  of  the  north  chancel,  are  the  following  fhields,  very  an- 
tient, firll,  the  arms  cf  England  gti.  three  lions  pajf ant  guar  dant  or; 
fecond,  Valesice,  Earl  of  Pembrohe;  third,  quarterly,  and 

or;  fourth,  JValeysI 

The  countels  Juliana,  widow  of  Hugh -Bigod,  and 
wife  of  Wakelin  de  Maminot,  who  lived  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Henry  II.  and  Richard  I.  gave  the  church  of 
Codeham  to  the  abbey  of  Begham,  as  appears  by  the 
chartulary  of  that  monaftery. 

Thomas  de  Wolton,  as  appears  by  the  efeheat- rolls, 
died  poflefTed  of  the  advowfon  of  this  church  in  the 
46th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  who  by  writ  of  privy 
leal,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  licence  to 
Thomas  de  Wolton,  clerk,  and  William  TopelifFe,  to 
grant  to  the  priorefs  and  convent  of  Kilburne,  in  the 
diocefe  of  London,  an  acre  of  land,  in  Cowdham,  to- 
gether with  the  advowfon  of  the  parifli  church,  held 
in  capite  ; and  he  further  granted  licence  to  the  priorefs 
and  convent,  to  appropriate  this  church  to  their  own 
proper  ufe,  together  with  the  acre  of  land  to  them  and 
their  fucceffors,  to  the  finding  of  one  chaplain,  to  ce- 
lebrate divine  fervice  daily  in  the  church  of  the  houfe 
of  the  priorefs  and  convent.^ 

Accordingly,  Thomas  Trilleck,  bifliop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  in  1371,  appropriated  this  church,  then  valued  at 
twenty  marcs,  to  the  before- mentioned  priorefs  and 
convent,  patrons  of  it,  after  the  refignation  or  death 
of  Ralph,  then  rector  of  it,  faving  a competent  por- 

* See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  at  large, 
in  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  935.  * Ibid.  266. 


tion 


^6  RUXLEY  HUNDRED. 

tlon  to  a vicar,  and  to  the  bifliop  and  his  fucccflbrs, 
and  to  the  church  and  archdeacon  of  Rocheiler,  all  due 
and  accuftomed  rights,  &c.  and  to  the  prior  and  chap- 
ter of  Rochefter  their  portion  of  tythes  within  the 
bounds  of  this  church;  and  as  the  bifliop’s  prede- 
ceflbrs  were  ufed  to  receive  certain  emoluments  from 
it  during  the  vacancy  of  it,  which  by  this  appropria- 
tion would  neceflarily  be  extinguiflied,  the  bilhop, 
with  confent  of  the  religious,  on  this  account,  re- 
ferved  an  annual  penfion  of  ten  fhillings,  to  be  paid 
by  them  yearly,  from  the  time  of  their  taking  pol- 
feflion  of  it. 

This  appropriation  was  confirmed  by  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year  before  mentioned  j 
faving  always,  their,  and  their  monaftery’s  antient  right 
to  the  portion  of  five  fields,  viz.  Brodefeld,  Schidden, 
Elenchfelde,  Plechlefelde,  and  Cherfebemfeld ; and  to 
the  portion  of  tythes  of  certain  other  fmall  places,  con- 
taining in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres 
of  land,  lying  difperfed  within  the  bounds  of  this  pa- 
rifli,  to  them  and  their  monaftery,  antiently  belonging, 
and  due  from  the  manor  of  Apulderfeld.^’ 

This  penfion  of  ten  ftiillings  continued  to  be  paid 
by  the  priorefs  and  convent  of  Kilburne,  to  the  bilhop 
of  Rochefter,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  as  appears  by  the  re- 
gifters  in  the  archives  of  the  church  of  Rochefter.** 
On  the  diftblufion  of  the  monaftery  of  Kilburne,  by 
the  aft  pajfted  in  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
for  the  fuppreffing  all  religious  houfes  under  the  value 
of  two  hundred  pounds  yearly  income  ; the  church, 
with  the  advowfon  ot  the  vicarage,  together  with  the 
reft  of  its  revenues,  became  vefted  in  the  crown  j 
being  given  by  the  aft  to  the  king  and  his  heirs,  for 
ever. 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  264. 

'■  See  Reg.  Langdon,  an.  I434^  Reg.  RofF.  p.  1 35,  and  Regift. 
Fiflier,  an.  1508.  Ibid.  p.  142. 
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Soon  after  which  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  had 
a grant  of  this  advowfon,  late  belonging  to  the  above 
monaftery,  to  hold  in  capitey  by  the  fervicc.of  the  for- 
tieth part  of  one  knight’s  fee. 

King  Edward  VI.  in  his  fourth  year,  granted  the  ad- 
vovvfon  of  this  vicarage  to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger.‘ 
Roger  Revell  held  it  in  the  nth  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth." Gregory  Fynes  poflelTed  it  in  the  13th  year  of 
the  fame  reign.*  In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  the  ad- 
vowfon was  again  veiled  in  the  crown,  where  it  has 
continued  to  this  time,  the  crown  being  the  prefent 
patron  of  it.  John  Warde,  of  Wefterham,  efq.  is  the 
prefent  impropriator  of  the  parfonage. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Codeham  was  valued  at  thirty- five  marcs,  and  the  vi- 
carage of  it  at  fix  marcs  and  a half.'"  This  vicarage 
is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  13I.  2s.  6d.  but  it 
is  now  a difchar<?ed  living,  of  the  clear  certified 
value  of  3 81.  5s.  lod.  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are 
il.  6s.  3d." 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  ifTuingout  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  Cuddam  was  a vicarage,  with  a 
houfe,  and  one  acre  of  land,  all  worth  40I.  per  annum ; 
one  mailer  Cafingherll  enjoying  it,  and  preaching  con- 
Ilantly.° 

Henry  Rtimney,  in  1442,  gave  the  profits  of  his 
tenement,  called  Bayles,  to  the  ufe  of  this  church  for 
ever.p 

' Aiigtn.  ott'.  Deeds  of  pur-  Stev.  Mon.  voi.  1.  p.  456. 
chafe  and  exch.  T.  Edw'.  VI.  " Bacon  Lib.  Regis, 
box  G.  20.,  “Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth- 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  ir.  libr.  vol.  xiv. 


' Ibid. 
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CHURCH  OF  COWDHAM. 


TATUONS, 

Or  hy  whom  [irefented. 
Vriorejs  and  Convent  of  Kilburne 

The  Crown  


rectors. 

Raljth^  in  1377." 

VICARS. 

David  Lkydy  1604,  buried 
April  1627. 

Hugh  Morris,  Cl.  1627,  buried 
Sept.  22,  1646. 

Robert  Cafmgherft,  1646,  buried 
OA.  27,  1665. 

Gregory  JVheclock,  buried  Sept. 
I9»  1709*  j.  , 

Thomas  Walisyn,  1 709»  died 
I 747.'' 

Charles  Ifldtchead,  prefented 
Jan.  1747,  refigned  1780. 

John  Ji^ard  Allen,  Mar.  1780, 
the  prefent  vicar. 


q Reg.  Roff.  p.  164*  . 

r He  was  of  Pembroke  Coll.  In 
1733  a difpenfation  pafled  for  nis 


holding  the  re£lory  of  Hayes  with 
this  vicarage. 


JNOCKHOLT 

IS  the  next  parith  fouth  eaftward from Cowdham. 
It  took  its  name  from  the  old  Englilli  words  a 

corner,  and  holt,  a wood ; a derivation  which  aptly 
exprefles  the  fituation  of  this  place,  at  the  noke  or 

corner  of  a wood.  , r 'i. 

This  parith  is  but  fmall  i it  lies  near  the  fumtnit 

of  the  upper  or  northern  ridge  of  Kentilli  hills,  which 
are  the  bounds  of  the  fouthern  part  of  it.  The  vil- 
lage, having  the  church  in  it,  lies  nearly  m the  centre 
of  the  parith,  having  Shelleys  and  Norfted-green  to 
the  northward  of  it  i the  eaft  and  weft  parts  are  much 
covered  with  coppice  wood ; at  the  former  boundary 
of  it,  at  Nockholt-pound,  is  the  London  high  road 
through  Farnborough  to  Sevenoaks,  In  the  fouthern 
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part  of  the  parlfli,  near  thefummli  of  the  hills,  is  the 
well  known  toll  of  trees,  commonly  called  Nockholt- 
beeches,  which,  though  handing  in  a hollow,  near 
thirty  feet  deep,  are  feen  as  a confpicuous  obje£l  at  a 
great  diftance,  both  from  the  north  and  fouth.  The 
Ibil  is  but  poor,  being  in  general  a fliff  clay,  mixed 
with  chalk. 

The  boundaries  of  this  parifh,  and  the  lordfliip  of 
Okholt,  anno  3 Edward  IV.  are  in  a manufeript,  among  ' 
the  archieves  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury. 

The  parilh  of  Nockholt  is  within  the  manor  of 
Great  Orpington,  to  which  it  is  an  appendage,  which 
manor  is  now  in  the  potleffion  of  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke 
of  Lullingftone,  bart. 

Brampton’s  is  a fmall  manor  in  the  weftern  part 
of  this  parifh,  among  the  woods,  which  was  formerly 
poffefled  by  owners,  who,  moft  probably,  ingrafted 
their  own  furname  on  it.  One  of  this  family,  John 
de  Brampton,  held  land  at  Ditton,  in  this  county,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.*  which  at  this  time  bears 
his  name. 

This  place  afterwards  became,  by  a female  heir,  to 
be  the  inheritance  of  Petley  ; a family  which  owned 
much  land  in  this  neighbourhood,  from  whence,  about 
the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  IV. ’s  reign,  it  was  con- 
veyed by  fale  to  William  Quintin,  who  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon,  Oliver  Quintin  of  Seale ; and  his  grand- 
fon,  John,  took  the  name  of  Quintin,  alias  Oliver, 
and  was  feated  at  Leyborne  ; his  fon,  Robert,  tranl- 
pofed  thefe  names,  being  called  Oliver,  alias  Quintin, 
which  laft  name  he  and  his  pofterity  entirely  dropped 
his  defeendant,  Robert  Oliver,  was  deceafed  in  1669, 
and  Thomas  Oliver  then  pofl'effed  this  eflate.  By  a 
female  heirefs  of  this  name  it  went  in  marriage  to  St. 
John  of  Sevenoke;  flic  furvived  herhufband,  and  af- 

* Book  of  Aid,  anno  20  king  Edw.  III. 

‘ Vifitn.  Co.  Kent,  pedigree  of  Oliver,  alias  Quintin.  See 
more  of  this  family  under  Leyburne. 


ter  wards 
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terwards  conveyed  it  by  faie  to  Thomas  Streatfield, 
clq.  of  Sevcnoke,  who  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  this 
eftatc,  which  has,  for  many  years,  loft  even  the  repu- 
tation of  having  been  a manor. 

Brampton  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Great  Orpington 
by  the  yearly  rent  of  is.  qd.  per  annum. 

Shelley’s  is  another  fmail  manor  here,  lying  about 
half  a mile  northward  of  the  village,  which  was  an- 
tiently  called  the  manor  of  Hchottis^  alias  Ockholt,  which 
laft  name  it  had  from  its  fituation  among  the  oaken 
woods ; Act  in  Saxon,  fignifying  an  oak  ; and  bolt,  a 
wood  ; the  A in  Ac  being  frequently  changed  into  O, 
as  is  plain  in  the  names  of  many  villages.  It  w'as  an- 
tiently  the  property  and  refidence  of  a younger  branch 
of  the  family  of  Shelle,  or  as  they  afterwards  fpelt  their 
name,  Shelley.  The  elder  branch  afterwards  fettled 
at  Michel-grove,  in  Suffex,  where  they  ftill  remain. 
This  branch,  in  king  Richard  II. ’s  reign,  changed 
their  antient  bearing  from  the  three  ejcallops  to  Sable 
a fefs  ingr ailed  betzveen  three  zvelks  Or.'' 

Thomas  Shelle  pofteffed  this  manor  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  I.  writing  himfelf  De  Schottis,  alias  Ock- 
holc,  and  bearing  for  his  arms,  SChree  efcallops  ''  His 
defeendant,  Thomas  Shelle,  was  of  Gayfum,  in  Wel- 
terham.  He  purchafed  Hall-place,  in  Bexley,  at  the 
latter  end  of  king  Edward’s  Ill.’s  reign,  where  his 
^ poftei'ity  afterwards  refided.'^  His  fon,  John  Shelle, 
fucceeded  him  in  this  manor,  of  which  he  was  polfef- 
fed  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  and  it  appears  by 
a deed,  dated  at  Scottes  Okolte,  in  the  20th  year  of 
that  reign,  that  John  Reynold  of  Okolte,  gran- 
ted, among  other  premifes,  to  Adam  Sowedenne  of 
Sondrilhe,  certain  land,  which  he  had  there  by  the 
demife  of  John  Shelle.* 

“ Collins’s  Bar.  vol.  p.  6r.  Philipott,  p.  65,  359. 

' Baronetage,  edition,  1 720,  Deeds  in  pofleflion  of  the 

vol.  i.  p.  135.  late  lord  Dacre. 
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One  of  Ills  defcendants,  John  Shelley,  efq.  of  Hall- 
place,  died  poflefled  of  the  manor  of  Shelley’s,  alias 
Ockholt^  in  ^e  20th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  was 
buried,  with  Joane  his  wife,  in  Bexley  church.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  it  by  William  Shelley,  efq.  of  Hall- 
place,  who,  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII, 
alienated  it,  together  with  that  feat,  to  Sir  John 
Champneys,^  who  had  been  lord  mayor  of  London, 
in  the  26th  year  of  that  reign, ^ whofe  lands  were  dif- 
gavelled  by  the  a6t  of  the  31ft  of  it.  He  refided  at 
Hall-place,  in  Bexley,  and  dying  in  the  4th  year  of 
queen  Mary,  left  by  Meriell  his  wife,  claughter  of 
John  Barrett  efq.  of  Belhoufe,  in  Effex,  feveral  Tons 
and  daughters.  Of  the  fons,  in  the  year  1590,  only 
Juftinian  Champneis,  the  youngeft,  was  living,  and 
then  in  poffeffion  of  this  eftate  j his  fon,  Richard 
Champneis,  efq.  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Wm.  Gooday, 
gent,  of  Suffolk,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  A fefs  wavy 
between  two  leopards  faces.  He,  by  his  laft  will,  in 
i647j  devifed  his  manor,  called  Shellies,  lying  in  this 
parifli,  to  John  and  Roger,  his  two  fons;  John 
Gooday  of  Pembroke-hall,  in  Cambridge,  the  elder 
fon,  in  1651,  conveyed  his  moiety  of  this  manor  to 
his  brother,  Roger  Gooday,  citizen  and  merchant  tay- 
ior  of  London,  who  died  in  1675,  and  lies  buried  in 
Chelsfield  church.  She  died  in  that  year,  and  by  her 
will  confirmed  the  above  gift. 

H is  defcendant,  John  Gooday,  left  an  only  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Richard 
Pancourt,  and  they  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  Richard 
Allnutt,  efq.  merchant  of  London ; fince  whofe  death 
it  is  become  vefted  in  the  truftees  of  his  will,  viz. 
Henry,  Adams,  William,  Robert,  and  Arthur  Pott, 
efqrs,  for  the  ufe  of  his  grand  children. 

'>  Philipott,  p.  252. 

Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  vol.  n.  book  v.  p.  131. 

VoL.  II.  G Alanus, 
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Alanus,  prior,  and  the  convent  of  Chrlft  church, 
in  Canterbuiy,  granted  to  Theob.  de  Einesford,  and 
his  heirs,  twenty-four  acres  of  their  demcfne  in  North 
Ockholt,  to  hold  of  them  in  gavelikende,  by  the  rent 
of  twenty  fliillings  per  annum,  he  and  his  heirs  per- 
forming luit  to  their  court  of  Orpington,  as  the  reil 
of  the  tenants  of  the  parifli  did.* 

CHARITY. 

Richard  Stevens  by  will,  in  1647,  gave  for  the  indigenti 
poor  the  fum  of  40s.  annually,  iffuing  out  of  land,  veiled  in  earl 
Stanhope,  and  now  of  the  above  annual  produce. 

Nockholt  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  is  ay)^- 
cidiar  of  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  as  fuch  is 
in  the  deanry  of  Shoreham. 

The  church  Hands  in  the  midft  of  the  village.  It 
cOnfifts  of  one  ille  and  a chancel,  having  a tower 
Heeple  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  are  three  bells.  It 
had  a fpire,  which  was  blown  down,  and  has  never 
fince  been  rebuilt.  There  are  very  few  infcriptions  in 
it,  and  only  one  of  thofe  of  any  account,  being  on  a 
grave  Hone,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  part  of 
which  is  under  the  rails,  for  Francis  Collins,  minifter 
of  this  church,  obt.  Aug.  28,  ibyo.”  It  was  once 
efteemed  as  a chapel  to  the  church  of  Orpington,  but 
it  is  now  parochial,  and  held  as  a perpetual  curacy, 
the  patronage  of  which  belongs  to  the  redors  of  the 
church  of  Orpington. 

By  virtue  of  a cotnmijffion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of 
church  livings,  in  1650,  ifluing  out  of  the  court  of 
chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Knockholt  was  a par- 
fonage,  with  a houfe,  and  two  acres  of  glebe  land,  all 
worth  thirty-four  pounds  per  annum,  one  mafter  Col- 
lins enjoying  it ; and  that  the  tithes  of  wood  of  this 

" Somner’s  Gavelkind,  p.  I So. 

*'  See  the  infcrip.  in  this  church  at  large  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  1029. 
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CHELSFIELD. 

place  were  included  in  the  leafe  of  Orpington  parfon- 
age,  let  by  the  redor  thereof. 

^ .The  curate  of  Nockholt  is  endowed  with  the  por- 
tion of  two-thirds  of  the  great  tithes  arifmg  in  this 
parilh. 

CHAPEL  OF  NOCKHOLT. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  whom  Jirefented. 

RsSlor  of  Orjtihgton 


e Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  Lib. 
vol.  xiv. 

He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

< And  vicar  of  Orpington,  with 
St,  Mary  Cray,  as  was  his  fuccefibr. 


CURATES. 

William  Gale.,  clerk,  1550. 
Nicholas  Meffengcr.,  buried  Feb. 
8,  1564. 

Griffen  Lloyd,  1578. 

Michael Fludd,  clerk,  1600. 
Jo/m  Dennis,  1610. 

Michael  Flood,  buried  Feb.  20, 
1644. 

Francis  Collins,  obt.  Aug.  28, 
1670.'* 

William  Paule,  buried  Sep.  19, 
1674. 

James  Haydocke,  1675. 

Thomas  Watts,  A.  M.  1687,  re* 
ligned  1 732.“ 

James  Whitehoufe,  A.  M.  obt. 
March  1755. 

Francis  Fawkes,  A.M.  1755-*^ 
Thomas  Browne,  A.B.  1777,0b. 
1788.* 

Henry  Fly,  A.  M,  Prefent  cu- 
rate. 

f Re6lor  of  Hayes.  He,  as  well 
as  his  two  predecefTors,  were  fuc- 
ccflively  vicars  of  Orpington  with 
St.  Mary  Cray, 
g See  Dovvne. 
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\ 

WHICH  lies  the  adjoining  parifli  to  Nockholt, 
northward,  is  varioufly  fpelt  in  antient  writings  j in 
'Domefday,  it  is  written  both  Cillesfelle  and  Ciresfely 
Ch  being  one  of  the  eight  Englifh  alpirats,  not  known 
' * G 2 to 
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to  the  old  Englilli  Saxons ; in  the  Roffelif^Sj 

Cilesfeld ; in  other  records  of  a later  date,  Chellesfeld', 
and  now  Chelsfield.  It  moft  probably  took  its 
name  from  its  cold  and  open  fituation  ; ceald  or  die, 
in  the  Saxon  tongue,  fignifying  cold ; and  feld,  a 
plain  or  field. 

This  parifii,  which  is  large,  lies  in  general  on  high 
ground,  among  the  hills.  The  village  has  nothing 
remarkable  in  it ; at  a fmall  diftance  weftward  is  the 
court  lodge  and  the  church,  and  at  a like  diftance 
eaftward,  the  parfonage.  The  high  road  from  Lon- 
don, through  Farnborough,  to  Sevenoaks,  crofles 
this  parifh  through  the  hamlets  of  Greenftreet-green 
Rnd  Spratt’s  bottom,  fouthward.  The  foil  is  in  ge- 
neral very  poor  and  indifferent,  and  the  lands  are  let 
at  eafy  rents. 

The  liberty  of  tlie  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
the  manors  of  Chelsfield  and  Goddington,  over'  the 
woodlands  called  Charm-wood,  and  over  the  rcdtory 
of  Chelsfield.**  Thefe  eftates  were  accounted  part  of 
that  duchy,  as  having  been  antiently  held  under  the 
fignory  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  tlie  great  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter,  who  forfeited  them  for  rebellion  in  the  49th 
year  of  king  Henry  III.  when  his  eftates  and  honours 
were  given  by  the  king  to  hi&  fecond  fon,  Edmund 
earl  of  Lancafter,  whole  grandfon,  Henry,  was  crea- 
ted duke  of  Lancafter  ; fmee  which  thefe  places  have 
been  eftcemed  as  part  of  that  duchy. 

Chelsfield  was  part  of  thole  vaft  poffeffions  with 
which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half  bro- 
ther Odo,  bp.  of  iBaieux,  and  accordingly  it  is  entered 
in  the  book  of  Domefday,  under  the  general  title  of 
that  prelate’s  lands,  as  follows  : 

Ermif.  de  Hefding  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux) 
Ciresftl.  It  was  taxed  at  2 fulings.  The  arable  laud 
is In  demefne  there  are  2 carucates^  and  20  vil^ 


kins, 


Kilb.  Survey,  p.  51. 
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lehis^  with  4 borderers^  having  8 carucates.  ^There  are 
^fervants^  and  i mill  of  10  Jhillings,  and  10  acres  of 
meadow^  and  wood for  the  pannage  of  10  hogs.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confefj'or  it  zvas  zvorth  1 6 pounds y 
and  afterwards  12  pounds y and  nozv  25  pounds ; and  yet 
he  who  holds  it  pays  35  pounds.  Hoc  chi  held  it  of  king 
Edward. 

This  Ernuf  de  Hefding  I take  to  be  the  fame  per- 
fon  who,  in  the  Hextus  RoffenfiSy  is  called  Arnulf  de 
Cilesfelda,  and  in  another  part  of  Domefday,  Ef- 
bern  de  Cillesfelle,  wherein  he  is  recorded  to  have  had 
the  liberties  of  fac  and  foe  for  all  his  lands  throughout 
the  laths  of  Sutton  and  Ailesford. 

This  place  afforded  both  feat  and  furname  to  his 
pofterity.  Letitia  Domina  de  Chilefeld  is  mentioned 
in  the  Chartulary  of  St.  Radigund’s  abbey,  near  Do- 
ver, as  having  been  a benefaftor  to  that  monafhery, 
wherein  mention  is  made  of  Simon  de  Chilefeld  her 
fon.  He  held  this  manor,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  T. 
as  one  knight’s  fee,  and  the  fixth  part  of  a fee,  of  Sim, 
de  Montfort,  as  of  the  honour  of  Newbury,*  and  upon 
a plea  of  prefeription  before  the  Judges  Itinerant,  in 
the  yth  of  Edward  I.  had  an  allowance  of  a market, 
to  be  held  weekly  in  this  manor,  on  a Monday.*'  In 
the  13th  year  of  the  above  reign  William  de  Chel- 
lesfeld,  who  was  flieriff  of  this  county  in  the  15th, 
16th,  and  lytli  years  of  it,  had  a grant  of  free  warren 
for  his  lands  here,  and  at  Halflede,  Shoreham,  Nock- 
holt,  and  Orpington,  in  this  neighbourhood.* 

From  this  family  the  pofTeffion  of  this  manor  pafp^^^ 
to  Otho  de  Grandifon,  who,  in  the  i8th  year  of  kincr 
Edward  I.  obtained  licence  for  a market  here,  ^ 
fair  on  the  feaft  of  St.  James  the  apoftle,  an^^ 
zvarren  in  ail  his  demefne  lands  in  Chelesfeld.'" 


' Account  of  knights  fees  in  the  Exchequer,  T.  Edw.  I. 
“ Philipott,  p.  no.  ' Rot.  Cart,  ejus  anni,  No.  75. 
" Ibid.  No.  71.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  17. 
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William  de  Grandifon,  his  brother,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  II.  was  become  his  heir,  whofe  third  Ton, 
Otho,  fucceeded  to  the  poffeffion  of  this  manor,  which 
he  held  in  the  20th  of  Edward  III.  as  appears  by  the 
Book  of  Aid,  in  which  he  accounted  for  it  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  and  the  fixth  part  of  a fee,  which  Otho 
de  Grandifon  before  held  in  Chellesfeld  and  Caldecote 
of  Simon  de  Montforte,  and  he  of  the  honour  of  New- 
bery.  He  died  in  the  33d  of  that  reign,  poffeffed  of 
this  manor,"  having  by  his  will,  direfted  his  body,  if  he 
died  at  Chelsfield,  to  be  buried  in  the  chapel  of  St. 
John  there.  He  left  by  Beatrix  his  wife,  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Nicholas  Malmains,  Sir  Thomas  Gran- 
difon his  fon  and  heir,  who  died  without  ifliie,  pof- 
fefled  of  this  manor,  in  the  50th  year  of  the  above 
reign.® 

The  manor  of  Chelsfield,  in  the  aad  year  of  the 
next  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  was  the  inheritance  of 
Philippa,  grand  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Guy  Bryan, 
and  widow  of  John  Devereux,  who  that  year  married 
Sir  Henry  le  Scroope  of  Mafham.  She  died  in  the 
8th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  being  then  poflefled  of 
this  manor,  and  of  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  leav- 
ing Elizabeth,  wife  of  Robert  Lovel,  her  fifter  and 
next  heir.P 

James  Boteler,  earl  of  Wiltfliire,  afterwards  pofTef- 
fed  this  manor,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Chelsfield.  Being  in  the  battle  of  Towton-field,  in 
Yorkfhire,  fought  on  Palm  Sunday,  in  1462,  in 
which  the  Yorkifts  obtained  the  vi(5tory,  he  was  taken, 
and  afterwards  beheaded  at  Newcaftle,  and  being  that 
year  attainted  in  parliament,  with  Jafper  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, and  others,  for  procuring  foreign  princes  to 
invade  the  realm,  they  were  adjudged  to  forfeit  all  their 
hereditaments  upon  which  this  manor  and  advow- 

" Rot.  Efch  ejiis  annk  ° Diigd,  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  18. 
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fon  became  veftcd  in  the  crown  whence  tliey  were 
granted  for  life  to  Robert  Poynings,  youngeft  fon 
of  Robert  lord  Poynings,  who  died  poffelfed  of 
them,  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  On 
which  they  returned  again  to  the  crown,  where 
they  remained  but  a fmall  time  ; for  in  the  14th  year 
of  that  reign  they  were  granted  to  Henry  vifeount 
Bourchier,  and  earl  of  Efiex,  in  confideration  of  his 
Services,  to  hold  himfelf  and  Ifabel  his  wife  (the  king’s 
aunt)  in  fpecial  tail,  the  fame  being  the  eftates  late 
of  James  earl  of  Wilt  (hire,  attainted. 

In  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.’s  reign,  bear- 
ing then  the  title  of  earl  of  Ewe,  he  had  fummons  to 
parliament  as  fuch,  but  never  afterwards  by  that  title ; 
and  in  the  25th  year  of  that  reign  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  vifeount  Bourchier,  as  it  feems;  for  by 
that  title  he  had  fummons  to  parliament  that  year. 
Notwithflanding  his  being  a faft  friend  to  the  houfe 
of  York,  he  was,  in  the  33d  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
conftituted  lord  treafurer  of  England,  as  he  was  again 
by  king  Edward  IV.  in  hi^  firft  year  j and  by  letters 
patent,  on  June  30,  that  year,  he  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  earl  of  Effex.  Being  a perfon  of  lin- 
gular parts,  he  was  in  fuch  efteeni  with  Richard 
duke  of  York,  that,  in  his  younger  years,  the  more  to 
oblige  him  to  the  intereft  of  that  houfe,  the  duke 
gave  him  his  fifter  Ifabel  (aunt  to  king  Edward  IV.) 
in  marriage.  In  the  i ith  year  of  which  reign  he  was 
again  conflituted  lord  treafurer  of  England  ; and  in 
the  14th  year  of  it,  in  confideration  of  his  fervices, 
obtained  from  that  king  this  manor  and  advowfon,  as 
above  mentiotied.  He  died  in  the  23d  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  being  then  poffefled  of  this  manor,  and 
was  buried  in  the  abbey  of  Byleigh,  in  Effex,  leaving 
Henry  Bourchier,  his  grandfon,  his  next  heir  (fon  of 
William,  his  eldeflfon,  who  died  in  his  life  time)  and 
Ifabel  his  wife,  furviving,  who  died  foon  after,  in  the 
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2d  year  of  king  Richard  III.  being  at  the  time  of  her 
death  pofleffed  of  this  manor.  Which  Henry,  in  the 
9th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  had  pofleflion  granted  of 
all  the  lands  of  his  inheritance.  He  was  of  the  privy 
council  to  king  Henry  VII.  and  much  carefled  and 
employed,  both  by  that  prince  and  king  Henry  VIII. 
but  in  the  31ft  year  of  the  latter  reign,  he  was  killed 
by  a fall  from  his  horfe,  at  his  manor  of  Baffe,  in  Hert- 
fordfhire,  and  was  buried  at  his  manor  of  Eftanes,  in 
Eflex,  leaving  by  Mary  his  wife  (daughter  and  coheir 
of  Sir  William  Say)  one  foie  daughter  and  heir,  Anne, 
married  to  Sir  William  Parre,  lord  Parre  of  Kendal, 
and  afterwards  earl  of  Effex  and  marquis  of  North- 
ampton, which  marriage  w^as  annulled  by  aft  of  par- 
liament in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward  VI." 

In  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,  this  manor  was  be- 
come part  of  the  poireffion  of  the  crown,  and  was  then 
held  of  it  by  James  Walfingham,  efq.  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  25I.  8s.  iid.  whofefon,  Francis  Walfingham, 
efq.  parted  wfitli  his  intereft  in  it  in  the  4th  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  to  Robert  Giles,  defcended  from 
thofe  of  lords  in  Sheldw'ich,  the  fame  being  held  of 
the  Ymgin  capite^  as  of  his  duchy  of  Lancafter.  His 
defcendant,  Francis  Gyles,  gent,  pafled  it  away  by  fale, 
in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  Capt.  Henry  Lee  of 
London,  whofe  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  in  the 
rejgn  of  king  Charles  I.  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
John  Clerke,  efq.  fergeant-at-law',  of  Huntingdon- 
fliire,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Norton  of  London.®  Which 
laft,  in  the  end,  became  pofleffed  of  this  manor,  which 
continued  in  his  name  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Norton,  gent,  of  London,  his  grandfon,  in  1749,  who 
lies  buried  with  Elizabeth  his  wife  in  this  church,  ha- 
ving borne  for  his  arms.  Gules  a fefs  argent ^ over  all  a 
bend  vairy  gules  or.  He  bequeathed  it  by  will  to 
Mr-  Henry  Martyn,  who  in  1758  fold  it  to  Mr.  James 

Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  130.  ’ Philipott,  p.  no. 
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Maud,  wine-merchant  of  London,  on  whofe  death, 
in  1769,  it  came  to  his  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Maiy, 
widow  of  John  Tatterfall,  efq.  of  Gatton,  in  Surry, 
then  married  to  Brafs  Crofby,  efq.  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, and  he,  jointly  with  her,  poireffed  it ; but  fince 
his  death,  in  1793,  flie  again  became  entitled  to  it, 
in  her  own  right,  and  is  at  prefent  pofleffed  of  it. 
The  mefluage,  called  the  Great  Court  lodge,  in 
Chelsfield,  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Farnborough,  com- 
monly called  the  duchy  court,  by  the  yearly  rent  of 
eighteen  pence. 

Goddington  is  a fmall manor  in  this  parifh,  which 
was  antiently  one  of  the  feats  of  a family  of  the  fame 
name,  who  had  another  manfion  at  Great  Chart  in  this 
county.'  Simon  de  Godyngton  held  this  place  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  his  defcendant,  William,  fon 
of  John  de  Godyngton,  paid  refpedive  aid  for  this 
manor  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  one 
fee,  which  Simon  de  Godyngton  before  held  in  Chel- 
lesfeld,  of  Henry  de  Scoland,  and  he  of  Simon  de 
Monteforte.  In  the  25th  and  26th  years  of  which 
reign  a fine  was  levied  between  Henry  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter  (the  chief  lord)  and  Henry  de  Scoland  (the 
mefne  tenant  of  this  manor)  of  three  knights  fees, 
which  the  latter  held  of  the  duke,  in  Chellesfeld,  Farn- 
burgh,  and  Strode." 

Alan  de  Godyngton  was  in  pofTefTion  of  it  in  the  3d 
year  of  king  Henry  IV.  and  then  paid  aid  for  it  on  the 
marriage  of  Blanch,  that  king’s  eldeft  daughter,  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  held  as  above  mentioned. 

When  this  family  was  extinft  here,  this  manor  came 
next  into  the  pofiTeffion  of  the  family  of  Poynings  ; and 
Robert,  younger  fon  of  Robert  lord  Poynings,  died 
pofleflTed  of  it,  anno  9 Edward  IV.  leaving  Edward, 
his  fon,  who  being  an  adive  perfon  in  his  time,  be- 
came an  expert  foldier ; and  having  been  faithful  to 

* Philipot.,  p.  1 10.  “ Book  of  Aid,  an.  25  and  26  Hen.  IV. 
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Henry  earl  of  Richmond,  in  the  time  of  his  diflrefles, 
after  the  victory  at  Eofworth-field,  wherein  that  earl 
attained  the  crown,  he  was  chofen  one  of  his  privy- 
council,  and  was  much  favoured  both  by  him  and 
king  Henry  VIIL  being  made  governor  of  Dover- 
caflle,  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  lord  warden  of  the 
cinque  ports.  He  died  of  a peftilential  air,  in  the 
14th  year  of  the  latter  reign.  By  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Scott,  he  had  only  one  fon,  John, 
who  died  in  his  life  time,  though  he  left  feveral  natural 
children,"'  on  which  his  eftates  efcheated  to  the  crown. 

This  eftate  went  next  into  the  name  of  Had- 
don,  a family  of  good  account,  as  appears  by  the 
regiflers  of  their  arms,  viz.  A .leg,  couped  and 
zvounded,  in  the  old  rolls  and  ordina.des  of  the  arms 
of  the  Kentifli  gentry ; being  always  mentioned  in 
them  with  the  addition  of  Haddon  of  Kent,  or  of 
Godynton  in  Kent  one  of  whom  poirefled  it  about 
the  middle  of  the  fame  reign.  It  continued  in  this 
name  for  feveral  generations,  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
laft  century,  when  itpaffedinto  the  pofTcfTion  of  Styles, 
and  about  the  year  1 701,  it  was  the  property  of  James 
Styles,  gent,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  his  fon,  John 
Styles,  gent,  who  pafTed  it  away,  about  1736,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Aynfcomb,  by  the  name  and  defcription  of  the 
manor  of  Goddington,  alias  Gouldington,  lying  in  the 
feveral  parifhes  of  Chelsfield,  Orpington,  and  St.  Mary 
Cray ; whofe  fon,  Mr.  William  Aynfcomb,  pafTed  it 
away  to  James  Harris,  gent,  who  is  the  prefent  poT 
feflbr  of  it,  and  refides  here. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  and  the  ten- 
ants are  all  free  tenants. 

Hewat’s,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Hewit’s,  is 
another /mail  Manor  here,  which  had  once  owners  of 
that  name.  Jeffry  de  Hewat  pofTelTed  it  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  III.  as  appears  by  an  old  datelefs  deed 
of  that  time  j after  which  it  was,  for  many  defeents. 


* Diidg.  Bar.vol.  ii.  p.  136. 


* Philipott,  p.  III. 


the 


CHELSFIELD.  gi 

the  property  of  the  Petleys,  originally  of  the  neigh- ‘ 
bouring  parilh  of  Downe,  from  whom  it  devolved  to 
a younger  branch  of  that  family,  w'hich  fettled  at  iMonb 
foe,  in  this  parifh ; one  of  whom,  William  Petle  (as 
they  then  fpelt  their  name)  of  Chelsfield,  is  witnefs  to 
a deed  of  John  Coldigate  of  Coldigate,  a farm,  in 
Halfted,  which  bears  date  in  the  nth  year  of  king 
Henry  IV/  After  this  manor  had  been  refident  for 
feveral  generations  in  this  name,  it  was  paffed  away  by 
Mr.  Edw.  Petley  to  Mr.  Thomas  Petley  of  Filfton,  in 
Shoreham,  defeended  likewife  of  a younger  branch  of 
the  Petleys  of  Downe.  He  left  it  by  will  to  his  only 
fon,  by  his  fecond  wife,  Mr.  Ralph  Petley,  of  River- 
head,  whofe  defeendant  Ralph  Petley,  efq.  dying  ini  75  i 
unmarried,  bequeathed  this  manor  to  his  coufin,  Mr. 
Charles  Petley  of  Rochefter,  the  only  fon  of  John, 
younger  brother  of  Thomas  Petley,  efq.  of  Riverhead, 
father  of  Ralph  Petley  of  Riverhead,  efq.  the  teftator 
above  mentioned,  who  polTelled  it  at  his  death,  in 
1765,  as  did  his  eldeft  fon,  Ralph  Robert  Carter  Pet- 
ley, efq.  at  his  death  in  1788,  and  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Petley  now  pofTefTes  it;  but  the  manfion 
houfe  w'ith  the  lands,  called  Hewit's,  in  this  parifh,  has 
been  long  feparated  from  this  family.  It  fome  few  years 
fince  belonged  to  Mr.  James  Rondeau,  wFo  fold  it  to 
Mr.  John  Fuller,  who  now  refides  in  it. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor,  the  ten- 
ants of  it  hold  by  annual  quit  rent,  and  a heriot,  being 
bell  live  beaft  belonging  to  the  tenant. 

Norsted  is  a fmall  manor  here,  which  extends  into 
the  pariflies  of  Cowdham  and  Farnborough.  Itw^as- 
in  antient  times  part  of  that  eftate  pofielTed  by  the  fa- 
mily of  Grandifon  in  this  parifh,  and  was  purchafed  of 
Otho  de  Grandifon  by  Simon  de  Francis,  a wealthy 
citizen  and  mercer  ofLondon.  In  the  i6th  year  of 
that  reign  he  was  lord  mayor.  He  ferved  in  parlia- 
ment for  that  city  in  the  1 ath  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
and  was  fo  wealthy,  that,  when  the  king  borrow'ed 
twenty  thoufand  marcs  of  the  citizens  for  his  expedi- 
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tion  into  France,  he  lent  him  eight  liundred  pounds, 
a great  fum  in  thofe  days,  being  as  much  as  the  lord- 
mayor  himfelf  had  lent.  Pie  bore  for  his  arms,  GuleSy 
a faltier  or^  between  four  crofs-crqflets  botonne  of  the  fame.^ 
He  died  in  the  jad  year  of  king  Edward  III.  being 
then  poflefled  of  this  manor,  and  of  great  eftates,  ef- 
pecially  in  London  and  Middlefex.® 

About  the  beginning  of  Henry  IV.’s  reign,  this  fa- 
mily was  extind  here,  and  this  manor  was  come  into 
the  pofleflion  of  Uvedall,  or  Udall,*'  a family  of  note, 
and  owners  of  much  land  in  Surry,  SufTex,  and  Hamp- 
fliire ; in  the  former  of  which  they  chiefly  refided. 
William  Uvedall,  who  was  fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Surry,  in  the  8th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  was  then 
owner  of  it  j but  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  VP’s 
reign,  he  pafTed  this  manor  aw'ay  by  fale  to  John  Shel- 
ley of  Hall-place,  in  Bexley,  whofe  anceftors  had  been 
fettled  at  Gay  fum  in  Wefterham,  as  early  as  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  III.  He  died  poffelTed  of  it  in  the 
aoth  year  of  the  former  reign,  and  was  buried,  with 
J[oanc  his  wife,  in  Bexley  church.  Their  fon,  Wil-  , 
liam  Shelley,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
llenry  VIII.  paflTed  it  away  by  file  to  Johi^Lennard^, 
•efq.  of  Chevening,  whofe  grandfon,  Henry  Lennard, 
lord  Dacre  ,in  the  beginning  of  king  James  I.  convej'ed 
it  by  fale  to  the  lady  Wolriche  j and  fhe,  upon  her  de- 
ceale,  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  I.  fettled  it  on  her 
kinfman,  Mr.  Skeggs  of  Huntingdonfliire  ; whofe  de- 
feendant,  Mr.  Thomas  Skeggs,  gent.  pofTefled  it  at  his 
death  in  the  year  1739,  when  this  manor  came  to  his  two 
nephews,  T.  homas  and  John  Skeggs;  the  latter  died 
under  age,  and  without  ilTue.  Upon  which  the  foie 
property  of  it  became  veiled  in  his  brother,  Mr.  Tho. 
Skeggs,  who  refided  here,  bearing  for  his  arms,  A 
chevron,  in  chief  a lion  pajant,  and  in  1784,  alienated 
it  to  Godfrey  Lees  Farrant,  efq.  of  Wldmore,  near 

" Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  281.  Ibid.  App.  ii.  p.  7. 
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Bromley,  and  principal  regifter  of  the  high  court  of 
admiralty,  whofe  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret, 
married  George  Binfted,  efq.  by  whom  flie  had  two 
Tons,  George  and  Thomas.  He  furvived  her,  and  in 
1795,  in  purfuance  of  the  defire  of  Elizabeth  Farrant 
of  London,  Ipinfter,  filler  of  the  faid  Godfrey  Lee  Far- 
rant, obtained  the  king’s  licence  for  him  and  his  ilTue  to 
take  and  ufe  the  furname  and  arms  of  Farrant  only  j 
he  is  now  of  Norfted,  and  the  prefent  owner  of  this 
eftate. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  the  tenants  of 
which  pay,  on  every  death  or  alienation,  a heriot,  of 
the  bell  live  bead  belonging  to  the  tenant. 

CHARITIES. 

JoANE  Collet  gave  by  deed,  in  1608,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor, 
a yearly  fum,  charged  on  land,  veiled  in  feoffees,  and  of  the  an* 
mial  produce  of  il.  9s. 

Stephen  Brazier  gave  by  will,  to  certain  feoffees,  a tene- 
ment, garden,  and  orchard,  in  Farnborough,  &c.  the  produce  of 
it  to  be  yearly  divided  between  this  parifli  and  Farnborough,  to 
the  poor  of  them  for  ever. 

Chelsfield  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Dartford.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  le 
is  fmall ; confifting  only  of  one  ifle,  a chancel  at  the  raft 
end,  and  a fmall  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  John,  on  the 
fouth  fide. 

In  this  church,  among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it, 
are  the  following : In  the  great  chancel.,  on  a grave  ftone  before 
the  rails,  a brafs  plate,  with  the  figure  of  a prieft,  and  infcrip- 
tion  in  black  letter,  for  William  Robroke,  redlor  of  this  church, 
obt.  Sept.  17,  1420.  On  another  adjoining,  the  figure  of  a wo- 
man, with  infcription  in  black  letter,  for  Alice,  wife  of  Thomas 
Bray,  and  daughter  of  John  Bouauetur,  obt.  1510;  beneath  are 
the  figures  of  four  fons,  that  of  one  daughter  is  torn  off.  On  au 
adjoining  grave  ffone  a memorial  for  Thomas  Skeggs,  junior,  of 
this  parifli,  gent.  obt.  1722,  a;t.  56,  nephew  of  Thomas  Skeggs, 
fenior,  of  this  parifli.  Above,  is  a fliield  of  arms,  being  a chevron 
in  chief  a lion  paflant ; another  for  Thomas  Skeggs,  gent.  obt. 
1717,  aet.  85,  and  for  Margaret,  his  wife,  daugh^ter  of  John 
Bodinham,  efq.  obt.  1699,  ast.  55.  On  the  fouth  fide,  before 
the  altar  rails,  a memorial  for  R oger  Goodday,  gent.  obt.  1674. 
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JEt.  51.  Another  within  the  rails,  on  the  fame  fide,  for  Michael 
Petty,  reftor  of  this  parifli,  obt.  June  28,  1751,  aet.  84;  above 
are  thefe  arms,  on  a bend  three  martlets,  a label  of  three  points. 
Anotht  r for  Catherine,  widow  of  Samuel  Keck,  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  efq.  obt.  1733,  ast.  79.  Above  thefe  arms,  within  a 
lozenge,  a bend  ermine  between  two  cotizes  flory,  or  an  efcutcheoa 
of  pretence,  a fels  dancette  impaling  the  fame.  On  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  altar,  againft  the  wall,  a tablet  and  infcription  for 
three  reftors  of  this  parifli,  grandfather,  father  and  fon,  named 
George  Smith,  of  whom  the  firft  died  on  May  22,  1626,  aet. 
So;  the  fecond  died  on  March  19,  1646,  aet.  69,  and  the  3d 
on  July  20,  1650,  aet.  32.  In  an  arch  under  the  above  is  an  altar 
tomb  of  black  marble,  to  the  memory  of  George  Smith,  fen. 
reftor  of  tliis  church  as  before-mentioned,  put  up  by  Ed- 
ward Smith,  reftor  of  Keflon,  by  the  order  of  his  mother 
Mary  Smith,  who  lies  near  it.  The  black  marble  cover  on 
which  the  above  infcription  is  cut,  is  on  an  antient  altar  tomb 
of  fome  other  perfon,  and  made  in  form  and  fliape  to  anfwer  that, 
for  Robert  de  Brun,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  which  is  under  an 
arch,  being  an  antient  altar  tomb,  on  the  cover  of  which  are  the 
portraits  in  brafs,  of  the  Virgin  and  St.  John,  on  each  fide  acru- 
cifi-K,  which  is  new  loft,  and  behind  them  fcrolls  in  black  letter  ; 
on  the  verge  is  the  following  infcription  in  like  letter,  for  Robert 
de  Brun,  redor  of  this  church,  obt.  April  25,  anno  1417.  On 
the  fouth  fide,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  chancel,  is  a mund  monu- 
ment, for  John  Brown,  of  Mile-End,  obt.  1734,  mt.  72,  he  was 
fon  of  Captain  Zachary  Browne,  and  uncle  to  Thomas  Browne, 
of  Mile-End,  efq.  on  the  top  a fliield  of  arms,  Browne,  impalino- 
fable  a crofs  or.  In  the  fouth  chancel,  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  a fine 
mural  monument  of  alabafter,  having  underneath  the  figure  of  a 
man  and  woman,  in  the  drefs  of  the  time,  kneeling  at  an  altar, 
ujth  each  a book  open ; behind  him  is  a boy  cumbent,  and  be- 
hind her  two  girls  kneeling ; and  another  at  length.  Beneath  on  a 
tablet,  an.  infcription  for  Peter  Collet,  alderman  and  citizen  of 
London,  obt.  1607,  aet.  64,  leaving  two  daughters,  his  heirs, 
Hefther,  married  to  Anthony  Aucher,  and  Sarah,  to  Peter  Hey- 
man,  both  knights ; Joan,  his  wife,  put  it  up,  on  the  top  of  the 
iwonuinent,  thefe  arms,  fa.  on  a chevron  argent,  three  ammulets  of 
the  field  between  tlu  ec  hinds  tripping,  of  the  fecond,  a ficur  de  lis, 
or  for  difference  ; above  the  heads  of  the  figures,  within  the  arch, 
are  two  coats,  firft,  ermine  empaling  as  above  ; fecond,  argent  a 
chevron  fa.  between  three  ravens  proper  impaling  Collet ; adjoin- 
ing to  tire  former  is  a fmall  mural  monument,  with  the  figure  of  a 
child  refting  on  a cufliion,  and  an  infcription  for  Peter,  eldeftfon 
of  Sir  Peter  Heyman,  of  Sellinge,  and  Sarah,  liis  wife,  daughter 
of  Peter  Collet  above-named,  who  died  an  inlant.  Oh  the  north 
fide  a monument,  fliewing,  that  in  the  family  vault  lie  the  remains 
of  Thomas  Norton,  of  London,  gent.  obt.  1749,  mt.  80,  and 
of  Elizabeth,  his  wile,  obt.  ly^O,  .Tit.  57;  beneath  are  thefe 

arms. 
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arms,  gules,  a fret  argent  over  all,  a bend  vairy  gules,  and  or  iin- 
paling  qu.a  fefs  between  two  chevrons  argent.  A memorial  for 
Gravely  Norton,  obt.  1693,  a;t.  56.  Another  for  Tho.  Fother- 
gili,  efq.  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  obt.  1700,  £et.  45,  and  Mary  his  wife, 
obt,  171 !,  JEt.  58  ; arms,  a buck’s  head  couped,  impaling  a chev- 
ron between  three  fleurs  de  lis,  Hughes.  A memorial  for  Nicho- 
las Hughes,  gent.  obt.  1703,  set.  47,  arms,  Hughes  as  above.'= 

The  patronage  of  this  church  feems  always  to  have 
been  efteemed  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Chell- 
field,  and  to  have  continued  as  fuch  till  one  of  the  de- 
fcendants  of  Mr.  Thomas  Norton,  and  lord  of  the  ma- 
nor, alienated  it  to  Adolphus  Meetkirk,  efq.  who,  about 
the  year  17  palled  it  aw<ay  to  the  warden  and  fellows 
of  All  Souls  college,  in  Oxford,  the  prefent  patrons 
of  it. 

The  church  of  Farnborough  is  a chapel  of  eafe  to  this 
church,  the  reftor  of  which  is  inftituted  to  the  redtory 
of  Chelsfield,  with  the  chapel  of  P'arnborough  annexed. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  or 
Chelsfield  was  valued  at  thirty  marcs.''  In  a taxation, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  this  church  is  laid  to 
have  confilled  of  a mefiliage  and  fifty  acres  of  arable, 
pafture,  and  wood,  of  the  inheritance  of  the  church, 
together  v/ith  half  a marc  and  fix  lliillings  payment  of 
rent  of  atlize,  and  accuftomed  oblations,  with  fmall 
tithes  from  ecclefiafticals  and  Ipirituals,  worth  fixty 
fhillings.  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  24I.  14s, 
and  2d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  9s.  5d.‘' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1 6 50,  ilTuing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  Chelsfield  was  a parfonage,  having 
about  fifty  acres  of  glebe  land,  and  was  worth,  in  all, 
eighty  pounds  per-annum,  one  mafter  Mills  enjoying  it, 
by  gift  from  the  heirs  of  mafter  Lee,  and  that  Farnbo- 
rough had  been  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Chelsfield,  but  was 
then  already  fitly  divided.*^ 

See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Rolf, 
p,  1039. 

Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  ' Bacon’s  Liber  Regis. 

[ Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib.  vol.  xiv  Villicajius  in  orlg. 
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Ernulf  de  Cilesfeld,  lord  of  Cilesfeld,  gave  to  Gun- 
diilph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drew, the  whole  moiety  of  the  tithes  of  his  demefne 
lands  of  Cilesfeld,  viz.  in  corn,  lambs,  pigs,  cheefe, 
calves,  and  foals  of  mares,  if  there  be  any  fuch,  and  one 
hulbandman,  together  with  five  acres  of  land.  Incon- 
fideration  of  which  the  bifliop  and  monks  received  him 
and  his  wife,  and  thofe  under  his  protection,  fuch  and 
as  many  of  them  as  he  Ihould  choole,  into  their  fra- 
ternity, that  is,  to  be  partakers  of  the  benefits  of  their 
prayers ; and  upon  this  they  eftabliflied  an  annual  mafs 
for  his  deceafed  father  and  mother  which  gift  was, 
at  times,  confirmed  by  the  feveral  bilhops  of  Rochefter 
and  others.*' 

Heimfred,  tenant  of  the  above  mentioned  Ernulf 
de  Cilesfeld,  on  confideration  of  his  having  been  ad- 
mitted to  partake  of  the  like  benefits,  granted  to  the 
monks  of  St.  Andrew,  the  tithes  of  the  land  which  he. 
had  in  Cilesfeld.'  Thomas  Xoker,  in  1442,  gave  to 
the  reClor  of  this  church  and  his  fucceflbrs,  five  acres 
of  land  in  Greatfield,  lying  under  the  parfon’s  houfe, 
in  this  parilh.*' 


CHURCH  OF  CHELSFJELD. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  luhom  prefented. 


Lpfds  of  the  Manor  of  Chehfieldj  John  de  Rokefle^  in  134^.’ 


Robert  de  Brun^  obt.  April  2 


1417- 


William  Robroke^  ^417}  obt. 
Sept.  17,  1420, 


William  Gybbins,  obt.  Sept.  1 6, 
1576. 


George  Smithy  1 576,  obt.  May 
22,  1626. 


g Text.  RofF.  p.  163. 
t Text.  Roft'.  p.  179, 

• Book  of  Aid,  anno  20  king  tidward  lU. 


Patrons, 
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PATRONS,  Cs’c. 

LorJs  of  the  Mamr  of  Chtlsfield. 


\ 

Adolphus  Meetkirk^  efq 

. College  of  All  Souls  In  Oxford  .... 


RKCTORS. 

George  Smithy  obt.  March  jq, 
1646. 

George  Smithy  obt.  July  20, 
1650. 

Robert  Mills,  1650,  obt.  169a. 

Michael  Petty,  A.  M.  inftituted 
Feb.  16,  1692,  obt.  June  28, 
1751. 

Charles  Meeikirh,  A.  M.  obt. 
March  1774. 

Jo.  Sandford,  D.  D.  prefented 
April  1774,  obt.  1781. 

John  Long,  D.  D.  1781,  the  pre- 
fent  redor. 


ORPINGTON 

ADJOINING  to  Chelsfield, northward,  lies  Or- 
pington. The  name  of  this  place  is  corrupted  from 
its  original,  which  was  Dorpentune,  a name  partly 
Britifh  and  partly  Saxon,  fignifying,  the  village,  or 
ftreet,  where  the  head  or  Ipring  of  water  rifes.  In 
Domefday  it  is  called  Orpintun,  'and  in  old  deeds  and 
charters,  Orpyntone,  and  Orpedingtune. 

This  parilh  is  very  extenfive.  The  village,  which 
is  of  fome  length,  and  very  populous,  lies  in  the  valley, 
having  the  church,  Mr.  Carew’s  houfe  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  it ; near  which,  northward,  is  the  houfe  of  Barkhart. 
On  the  hills,  at  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  parifli,  is 
Eaft-hall ; and  at  the  weftern,  among  the  woods,  the 
manor  of  Crofton.  At  Newell,  a little  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  village,  the  river  Cray,  fo  called  from  the 
Saxon  word  Crecca,  fignifying  a fmall  brook  or  rivulet, 
takes  its  rife,  and  running  from  thence  almoft  due 
north,  it  pafles  through  the  feveral  parilhes  of  Cray, 
(to  which  it  gives  name)  to  Bexley  and  Cray  ford, 
where  it  crofles  the  London  road,  and  then  joining 
the  river  Darent  below  the  town  of  Dartford,  it  flows 
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in  one  channel  with  that  dream  into  the  Thames,  nearly 
oppofite  to  Purflcet  in  Eflex. 

A fmall  part  of  this  parifli  is  in  the  liberty  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter,  and  the  reft  of  it  in  that  of  the 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  which  claims  over  the  ma- 
nor of  Orpington. 

T/’e  manor  of  Orpington,  otherwife  called  Orpington 
Magna,  or  Great  Orpington,  extends  likewife  over 
the  pariflies  of  Hayes,  Downe,  Nockholt,  and  St.  Mary 
Cray,  which  are  accounted  appendages  to  it. 

In  the  year  103  2 Eadfy,  a prieft,  with  the  confentof 
king  Canute,  and  iElfgife  his  queen,  gave  his  land  at 
Orpedingtune,  which  he  bought  with  eighty  marcs  of 
white  filver,  by  hiiftings  weight,  for  the  good  of  his 
foul,  to  the  monaftery  of  Chrift  Church  in  Canterbury, 
to  God’s  fervants,  for  garment  land."* 

Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  the  king’s  half-brother,  and 
earl  of  Kent,  among  other  a6ts  of  tyranny  and  oppref- 
fion  which  he  committed,  through  the  greatnefs  of 
his  power,  feized  on  feveral  manors  and  pofteflions  be- 
longing to  the  churches  of  Canterbury  and  Rochefter, 
and  added  them  to  his  own  domains."  From  the  for- 
mer he  took  this  manor  of  Orpington,  which,  however, 
he  was  not  fufFered  to  keep  long ; for  on  the  promo- 
tion of  Lanfranc  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  in  the  room 
of  archbifliop  Stigand,  he  forced  Odo  to  reftore  to 
both  thofe  churches  whatever  he  had  robbed  them  of, 
in  a folemn  judicial  aflembly  of  the  whole  county,  con- 
vened by  the  king’s  fpecial  command  for  this  purpofe, 
in  the  year  1076,  at  Pinenden-heath  j at  which  the  li- 
berties of  the  archbifliop,  and  his  church,  were  folemnly 
confirmed  to  both  of  them. 

Archbifliop  Lanfranc,  among  other  regulations  which 
he  made  for  the  future  good  government  of  this  mo- 

Huftingl  pondus,  ftandard  weight.  See  this  grant,  in  Som- 
lier’s  Roman  Ports,  p.  72,  and  his  Gavelkind,  p,  21  c. 

" Reg.  Roff.  p.  27. 
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naftery,  made  a divifion  of  the  manors  and  pofle/Tions 
of  his  church  ; for  before  this,  the  archbifliop  and  his 
monks  Jived  together  as  one  family,  and  had  their  re- 
venues in  common  j one  part  of  which  he  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  in  the 
archbilhopric,  and  the  other  to  the  monks  for  their 
fubfiftence,  cloathing,  and  other  neceflary  ufes  of  their 
monaftery,  in  the  proportion  they  now  ftand  recorded 
in  Domefday,  under  the  general  titles  of  each. 

In  Somner’s  Gavelkind  is  a petition  from  the  fubprior 
and  monks  of  Chrift  Church,  Canterbury,  to  king 
Henry  II.  on  occafion  of  the  difpute  between  them  and 
archbilhop  Baldwin  ; wherein  they  affert,  that  archbi- 
fliop  Theodore  (who  was  ele6led  in  668)  firft  parted 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  church  between  himfelf  and 
the  monaftery,  aftigning  to  each  their  refpeclive  (hare  ; 
and  that  the  reafon  of  archbifliop  Lanfranc’s  having 
been  fa  id  to  have  made  this  divifion  was,  that  when  the 
Normans,  having  conquered  England,  had  feized  on 
all  the  lands  of  the  church,  king  William  refigned 
them , at  the  inftance  of  Lanfranc,  who  reftored  to  each 
church  what  before  they  had  polTelTed  j but  retained  to 
himfelf  what  had  been  poATelfed  by  his  predeceflbrs. 

In  this  partition  this  manor  fell  to  the  fhare  of  the 
monks  ; and  it  is  accordingly  entered,  under  the  title  of 
the  land  of  the  monks  of  the  archbilhop,  as  follows,  in 
Domefday-Book : 

"The  archbijhop  of  Canterbury  holds  Orpintun.  It  was 
taxed  at  three  fulings  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confejjbr^  and  now  at  two  fulings  and  a half.  The  arable 
land  is  ...  . In  demefne  there  are  2 carucateSy  and  46 
villeins y voith  25  border erSy  having  23  carucates.  There 
are  3 mills  of  16  f hillings  and  4 pence  y and  10  acres  of 
meadow y and  5 dem  of  woody  fufficient  for  the  pannage 
of  50  hogs.  In  the  zvhole  value  in  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward  the  Confejjor  it  was  worth  1 5 poundSy  when  he  re- 
ceived it  8 pounds y and  now  25  pounds y and  yet  it  pays  28 
pounds.  There  are  two  churches^ 

H 2 King 


100  RUXLEY  HUNDRE!3. 

King  John,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  Romney, 
in  his  yth  year,  granted  to  the  prior  and  monks  a mar- 
ket weekly,  on  a Wednefday,  at  this  manor.® 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  lothyear,  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  them,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  free~ 
zvarren  in  fuch  of  their  demefne  lands  as  they  were  pof- 
feffedof  in  Orpinton  in' the  time  of  his  grandfather.** 

William  Selling,  who  was  elefted  prior  of  Chrift 
Church  in  1471,  made  great  improvements  at  the  fe- 
veral  manors  belonging  to  his  church,  efpecially  at  the 
apartments  of  the  prior  in  this  manor.  In  which  ftate  it 
continued  till  the  final  diflblution  of  this  great  mo- 
naftery,  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it 
was  furrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  king’s  commif- 
fioners,  by  Thomas  Goldwell,  then  prior,  and  the  con- 
vent j together  with  the  manors,  lands,  and  revenues 
belonging  to  it.  All  which  were  confirmed  to  the  king 
and  his  heirs,  by  the  general  words  of  the  act  pafled  the 
fame  year,  fpecially  for  that  purpofe. 

The  manor  of  Orpington  being  thus  vefted  in  the 
crown,  ftayed  there  but  a fhort  time ; for  it  was 
granted,  with  its  appendages,  in  the  parilhes  and  ham- 
lets of  Orpington,  Okeholt,  St.  Mary  Cray,  Lynkill, 
Downe,  and  Heze,  among  other  premifes,  by  that 
prince,  in  his  32d  year,  to  Percival  Hart,  of  Lulling- 
ftone,  efq.  at  the  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  Ibillings, 
one  penny,  and  three  farthings,  to  hold  in  capite^  From 
him  it  defeended  lineally  to  Percival  Hart,  of  Lulling- 
ftone,  efq.  who  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Ihe 
carried  this  manor,  with  its  appendages,  in  marriage  to 
her  lecond  hufband.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of  Hore- 
ham,  in  Suffex,  whofe  only  furviving  fon.  Sir  John 
Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  of  Lullingftone,  is  the  prefent  pof- 
fcITor  of  it. 

® Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  menab.  2,  No.  14.  Regift.  Ecclcf.  Chrifti, 
.Cart.  1 31.  p Ibid.  Regift.  Cart.  134. 

^ Rot.  Elch.  ejus  anni,  pt.  5. 
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Sir  Percival  Hart,  knight  of  the  body  to  kmg  Henry 
VIII.  and  grantee  of  the  manor  of  Orpington  as 
before-mentioned,  built  a feat  in  this  parifh,  in  which 
he  magnificently  entertained  queen  Elizabeth,  on  the 
22d  of  July,  1573  ; who,  on  her  reception  here,  was 
addrelTed  by  a nymph,  perfonating  the  genius  of  the 
houfe.  Then  the  fcene  Ihifted,  and  from  feveral  cham- 
bers, which,  as  they  were  contrived,  reprefented  a bark, 
or  fhip,  and  a fea  conflidl  was  exhibited  to  her  view ; 
which  delighted  the  queen  fo  much,  that,  at  her  depar- 
ture, (to  perpetuate  the  memory  both  of  the  owner  and 
the  entertainment,)  Ihe  gave  this  houfe  the  name  of 
Bark-Hart/  by  which  it  is  ftill  called,  being  part  of 
the  polfeflions  of  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  of  Lul- 
lingltone  before-mentioned, 

Crofton  is  a manor,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  Crawton, 
which  lies  in  the  midft  of  the  woods,  about  a mile  and 
a half  weftward  of  Orpington-ftreet.  It  is  faid  to  have 
been  once  a parifh  of  itfelf,  and  to  have  been  deftroyed 
by  fire.  However  that  might  be,  the  fcattered  foun- 
dations of  houfes,  wiiich  the  plough  frequently  turns 
up,  and  other  fuch  remains,  fhew  it  to  have  been  for- 
merly a place  of  fome  fize  and  confequence. 

This  place  was  part  of  thofe  vaft  pofTeflions,  with 
which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half-brother 
Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  it  was  accordingly  entered, 
under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands,  in  Domef- 
day  as  follows : 

Anfchitillus  holds  of  the  hijhop  ( of  Baieux ) CroSlune. 
It  zvas  taxed  at  i fuling  and  i yoke.  The  arable  land 
is  , In  demefne  there  is  nothing  ; but  there  are  3 
villeins  and  4 borderers. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  this  place  was  be- 
come the  inheritance  of  Ralph  de  Wibourn,  whofc  fa- 
mily was  of  good  efteem  and  confiderable  property  in 
this  county,  as  appears  by  feveral  antient  deeds  of  that 


^ Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  ii.  p.  3139. 
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time.  From  this  name  it  went,  abbut  the  latter  end  of 
king  Edward  Ill’s  reign,  to  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  chief 
juftice  of  the  common-pleas,  who  was  attainted  and  ba- 
niflied  into  Ireland,  in  the  nth  year  of  king  Richard 
■■  II.  In  the  2,d  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  this  manor  ef- 
cheated  to  the  crown,  by  the  death  of  Juliana  his  wife,* 
who  had  been  left  in  polTeffion  of  it  by  authority  of  par- 
liament, notwithftanding  her  hufband’s  attainder  and 
banifhment.'  In  which  year,  on  the  petition  of  Hamon 
Belknap,  their  fon,  the  parliament  enabled  him  in  blood 
and  land  to  his  father,  notwithftanding  the  judgment 
made  againft  him,  as  before-mentioned.  For  though 
Sir  Robert  Belknap  was  permitted  by  the  parliament 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  to  return  from  banilh- 
ment,  yet  his  attainder  ftill  remained  as  before.  The 
Belknaps  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure,  on  a bend  betzveen 
tzvo  colizes  three  eagles  difplayed  argent. 

Sir  Hamon  Belknap  left  three  fons,  John,  William, 
and  Flenry,  each  of  whom  fucceflively  inherited  this 
manor.  The  latter,  on  the  death  of  his  two  brothers, 
/.  p."  becoming  poflefted  of  it,  refided  at  Beccles,  in 
Suftex.  He  died  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VII.  leaving  a fon,  Edward,  and  four  daughters. 
He  was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  by  Edv,^ard  his  fon, 
\\'ho  became  a great  warrior,  and  a man  of  much  pub- 
lic ablion,  and  was  of  the  privy-council,  both  to  king 
Henry  VII.  and  VIII.  He  refided  at  Wefton,  in  War- 
wickfliire,  and  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  died  in 
the  i 2th  year  of  that  reign,  without  ifl'ue  ; on  which 
his  four  fillers  became  bis  coheirs;  Elizabeth,  married 
to  Sir  Philip  Cook,  of  Giddy-hall,  inEflex;  Mary,  to 
George  Dannet,  of  Dannet-hall,  efq.  Alice,  to  Sir 
William  Shelley,  and  Anne,  to  Sir  Robert  Wotton.'" 
On  a partition  of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  fell  to 

* Rot.  Elch.  ejus  an.  ' Cott.  Records,  p. 

“ See  Dugd.  Warvv.  p.  408. 

" Dugd.  Warvv.  p.  409.  MSS.  pedigree  of  Butler,  of  Sudley. 
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the  fhare  of  Sir  William  Shelley,  who  foon  afterwards 
palled  it  away  by  file  to  Sir  Robert  Read,  chief  juftice 
of  the  king’s  bench,  in  that  reign  ; who,  before  the  end 
of  it,  conveyed  it  to  the  hofpital  of  the  Savoy  in 
London. 

This  hofpital  was  fupprefled  in  the  7th  year  of  king 
Edward  VI.  a little  before  his  death.  Part  of  the  re- 
venue of  it,  confifting  of  feven  hundred  marcs  yearly 
rent  in  lands,  (in  which  was  included  this  manor  of 
Crofton)  was  given  by  the  king  to  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don, towards  maintaining  his  houfe  of  Bridewell,  which 
he  had  given  them  at  that  time,  and  St.  Thomas’s  hof- 
pital, in  Southwark.  This  gift  the  king  confirmed  by 
his  charter,  on  June  26,  next  following. 

On  the  divifion  of  the  above-mentioned  lands  be- 
tween the  two  holpitals,  this  manor  was  allotted  to  6’/. 
J'homas' s hoj'pital^  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  which  the 
inheritance  of  it  ftijl  remains,  and  as  fuch  is  now  veiled 
in  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  London, 
Thomas  Cope,  efq.  being  the  prefent  lelTee  of  it. 

There  was  a free  chapel  at  this  place,  called  Rufferth 
chantry,  which  was  fupprelfed  by  tlie  a6l  of  the  ill 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  and  veiled  in  the  king  : and 
it  appears  by  the  furvey  then  taken,^  that  it  was  dillant 
two  miles  from  the  parilh  church,  that  there  was  a flood 
between  them,  by  which  the  people  of  Crofton  w'ere 
hindered  from  going  thither ; and  that  there  were  two 
chantries  more  in  this  chapel. 

Mayfield  Place  is  a feat  on  the  well  fide  of  the 
village  of  Orpington,  being  the  fcite  of  the  fmall  ma- 
nor of  Little  Orpington,  alias  Mayfield.  The  latter 
name  of  Mayfield,  or  Mayvil,  being  its  moll  antient 
and  proper  one,  which  it  acquired  from  a family  who 
formerly  held  it,  as  appears  by  feveral  datelefs  deeds. 
Philip  de  Malevill,  or  Mayvil,  as  his  name  was  com- 
monly called,  held  this  manor  in  the  12th  and  13th  of 


king 
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king  John’s  reign,  of  Richard  de  Rokelley,  who  held 
it  of  the  archbifhop,  as  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s 
fee ; Malgerius  de  Rokefle,  anceftor  of  Richard,  held 
it  of  the  archbifhop  by  knights  fervice,  in  the  reign 
of  the  ConquefOT,  as  appears  by  the  general  furvey 
of  Domefday,  in  which  it  is  thus  entered,  under  the 
title  of  land  held  of  the  archbifhop  by  knights  fer- 
vice : 

Malgerius  holds  of  the  archbijhop  3 yokes  in  Orpington^ 
and  it  was  taxed for  Jo  much  without  Orpington^  in  the  time 
of  king  Edward  theConfefbr ; now  there  are  1 yokes  with- 
in Orpington,  and  the  third  without,  ^he  arable  land 

is In  demefne  there  is  i carucate,  and  4 villeins, 

with  I borderer,  and  4 fervants  ; and  half  a carucate 
and  3 acres  of  meadow,  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  1 1 
hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  it  was  worth  40 
fhillings,  when  he  received  it  20  /hillings,  and  now  co 
jhillings. 

When  the  family  of  Malevill,  or  Mayvil,  quitted 
the  pofTeflion  of  this  manor  I do  not  find ; but  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  the  Rokelleys  held  it  them- 
felves ; for  John  de  Rokefley,  grandfon  of  Gregory, 
and  re6tor  of  the  church  of  Chelsfield,  in  the  33d 
year  of  that  reign,  conveyed  it  to  Sir  John  Peche,  from 
whom  it  defeended  down  to  Sir  John  Peche,  knight- 
banneret,  of  Lullingftone,  who  dying  without  iflue, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  Elizabeth  his  filler 
became  his  heir,  and  being  married  to  John  Hart, 
cfq.  of  the  Middle  Temple,  he,  in  her  right,  became 
pofiefled  of  it.^  His  grandfon,  Sir  George  Hart,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  in  the  22d  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
had  poffeffion  granted  of  the  manor  of  Mayfield,  alias 
Malvyle,  and  two  meffuages,  with  five  hundred  acres 
of  land,  in  Orpington,  Chelsfield,  Farnborough,  and 
Otford  ; being  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his  manor  of 

y Philipott,  p.  259.  Addenda. 
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Otford,  by  knights  fervice.^  From  him  it  defcendcd 
to  his  grandfon,  William  Hart,  efq.  who  died  in  1671. 

Sir  Filher  Tench,  bart.  of  Low  Layton,  in  Eliex, 
was  poflefled  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  George  I.  He  had  been  created  a baronet  Aug.  8, 
in  the  2d  year  of  that  reign  ; and  bore  for  his  arms. 
Argent^  on  a chevron  between  three  lions  heads  erafed gules y 
a crofs  crojlet  or^  He  died  in  1736,  and  was  fucceeded 
in  the  pofleflion  of  it  by  his  only  furviving  fon,  Sir 
Nathaniel  Tench,  bart.  who  died  in  1737,  unmarried; 
on  which  the  title  became  exiindt,  and  his  only  fur- 
viving fifter,  married  to  Sorefby,  became  his  heir,  and 
he,  in  her  right,  became  entitled  to  the  manor  of  Lit- 
tle Orpington,  which  he  foon  after  fold  to  Mr.  William 
Quilter,  leatherfeller,  of  London,  who  new  built  the 
manor  houfe.  He  was  llieriff  of  this  county  in  1747, 
and  died  in  1764,  having  by  will  devifed  it  to  his 
niece,  Sufannah,  who  firft  married  Mr.  George  Lake 
of  Sevenoke,  and  next  Richard  Glode,  efq.  who  on 
her  death  became  poflcfled  of  it  in  his  own  right.  He 
married  fecondly,  Martha,  daughter  of  James  Older- 
Ihaw,  efq.  deceafed  of  Leicefter.  He  was  flierifF  of 
London,  and  knighted  in  1795,  and  is  the  prelent 
owner  of  this  eftate,  and  at  times  relides  here. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Easthall  is  a manor  here,  which  is  fo  called 
from  its  lituation  near  the  eaftern  bounds  of  this  pa- 
rifh,  though  great  part  of  the  lands  belonging  to  it 
lie  in  St.  Mary  Cray. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  family  of  Chellesfeld  ; one  of  whom, 
William  de  Chellesfeld,  in  the  1 3th  year  of  that  reign, 
had  a grant  of  free  warren  for  his  lands  here,  and  at 
other  places  in  this  neighbourhood.  From  this  fa- 
mily the  manor  of  Eaflhall,  with  that  of  ChelsfieJd, 
palled,  before  the  end  of  that  reign,  to  Otho  de  Gran- 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  anni.  ® Guillim,  beft  edit.  pt.  ii.  p.  215. 
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difon,  whofe  defcendanr,  Sir  Thomas  Grandifon,  died 
poflelied  of  both  in  the  50th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
From  which  time  to  the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  III. 
this  manor  pafled  in  the  fame  tra<5t  of  ownerfltip  as 
that  of  Chelsfield  did  ; in  which  year  Ifabel,  widow 
of  Henry  vifcount  Bourchier,  and  earl  of  Effex,  died 
polfelied  of  them  both. 

In  the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  this  manor 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  pofleffion  of  Sir  Edward 
Poynings,  K.  G.  fon  of  Robert,  who  was  a younger 
fon  of  Robert  lord  Poynings.  He  was  a perlbn  of 
eminent  note,  and  in  great  favour  with  Henry  VH. 
who  made  him  of  his  privy  council,  conftable  of 
Dover-caftle,  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  K.  G.  See. 
By  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Scott, 
he  had  an  only  fon,  who  died  in  his  life  time,  though 
he  left  feveral  natural  children.  He  died  poflelfed 
of  it  in  the  14th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  as  was 
found  by  the  inquifition  taken  that  year.  On  his 
death,  not  only  without  lawful  ilTue,  but  without 
any  collateral  kindred,  who  could  make  claim  to  his 
eftates,  this  manor,  with  his  other  lands,  efeheated  to 
the  crown,'’  where  it  continued  till  king  Henry  VIII. 
granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Cromw^ell,  lord  Cromwell, 
afterwards  created  earl  of  Efl'ex,  on  whofe  attainder, 
in  the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign,  it  became  again  vefted 
in  the  crown,  and  ftaid  there  till  the  king,  in  his  36th 
year,  granted  it,  among  other  premifes,  to  Sir  Martin 
Bowes,  to  hold  in  capite,  by  fealty  only.'  He  alien- 
ated it  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  to  Sir  Per- 
cival  Hart  of  Lullingltone,  from  whom  it  defeended 
lineally  to  Percival  Hart,  efq.  of  Lullingftone,  whofe 
only  daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  carried  it,  with  many 
other  eftates  in  thefe  parts,  to  her  fecond  hufband. 
Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of  Horeham,  in  Suffex,  and 

**  Philipott,  p.  45.  ' Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  16. 
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'their  only  furviving  Ton,  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  hart, 
of  Lullingftonc,  is  the  prel'ent  pofleffor  of  this  manor. 

It  appears  by  the  efcheat-rolls  of  the  28th  of  king 
Edward  III.  that  Auguftine  Wallys  then  poffefled 
premifes  called  Bucklers^  in  Orpington.  King  Ed- 
ward VI.  in  his  5th  year,  granted  a melTuage,  for- 
imerly  Delahays,  in  Orpington,  to  Edward  lord 
IClinton  and  Saye.** — The  Hon.  Richard  Spencer,  fe- 
icond  fon  of  Robert  lord  Spencer,  of  Wormleighton, 
!was  poifelfed  of  a Jeat  in  Orpington^  in  which  he  re- 
: tided.  He  died  in  1661,  leaving  by  Mary  his  wife, 
i daughter  of  Sir  Edwin  Sand5^s,  bart.  of  Northborne, 
two  daughters,  Mary,  married  to  William  Gee,  efq.  of 
‘ Bifliop’s  Burton,  in  Y orkfhire ; and  Margaret,  to  John 
Venables,  efq.  of  Chefhire,  who  became  their  father’s 
coheirs.  William  Gee,  efq.  feems,  in  right  of  his 
wnfe,  to  have  become  poffelTed  of  this  eflate,  whole 
defeendant,  Richard  Gee,  efq.  afterwards  refidedhere, 
and  died  in  1727,  having  married  Philippa,  daughter 
of  Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  bart.  widow  of  the  Hon.  John 
Beaumont.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  a fon  of  the 
fame  name,  who  died  in  1791,  leaving  by  Elizabeth, 

' daughter  and  heir  of  John  Holt,  efq.  two  fons,  the 
I eldell  of  whom  became  intitled  to  this  feat.  Before 
I his  father’s  death  he  took  the  name  and  arms  of  Ca- 
I rew,  in  purluance  of  the  will  of  Sir  Nicholas  Hacket 
' Carew,  bart.  who  died  in  1762  an  adf  having  palled 
for  that  purpofe  in  1780,  whofe  eflate  he  likewife  at 
length  fucceeded  to  by  virtue  of  the  limitations  in  Sir 
Nicholas’s  will.  In  1794  he  ferved  the  office  of  flie- 
ritf  of  this  county,  and  now  refides  here.  The  arms 
of  Gee  are,  Gules  a fword  in  bend  proper  hiked  or. 

It  appears  by  the  furvey,  taken  in  purfuance  of  the 
( ad  palfed  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  for  the 
I fuppreffing  of  chantries,  obits,  &c.  that  there  was  land 
' in  this  parilli  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  6s.  8d.  which 

f Augtn.  Off.  Deeds  of  Purch.  and  Excheq.  box  G.  34. 
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lud  been  given  for  a fermon,  to  be  preached  yearly  in 
the  church  of  Orpington.' 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Orpington  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  isa^f- 
culiar  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  as  fuch 
is  in  the  deanry  of  Shoreham.  The  church,  which  is 
dedicated  to  All  Saints,  is  fmall  but  neat,  and  kept  in 
good  repair ; it  confifts  of  one  ifle,  and  a chancel  at 
the  eafl  end ; ^ the  fcreen  between  them  is  a curious 
piece  of  Gothic  work,  carved  on  oak,  in  good  preler- 
yation  ; the  fpire  and  part  of  the  tower  are  fbingled ; 
it  contains  two  bells.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  inner 
door  way,  at  the  weft  end,  is  a tomb  in  the  wall,  un- 
der an  arch  of  ftone,  of  an  elliptical  or  contrafted  Go- 
thic form,  curioufly  ornamented  ; under  it  is  an  altar 
tomb,  now  boarded  over,  to  form  a feat.  The  en- 
tiance,  or  weft  door  of  this  church  is  of  Norman  con- 
ftrudion,  as  appears  by  the  ornaments  about  it. 

In  this  church,  among  others  monuments  and  infcriptions  are 
the  following:  on  a fmall  fquare  board,  fixed  to  the  fcreen  on  the 
1101  th  fide,^  next  to  the  body  of  the  church,  is  a memorial  for 
Pliver,  third  fon  of  Thomas  Watts,  vicar  of  this  place,  and  of 
Aubiey  his  wife  ; he  died  an  infant,  i6g8.  hi  the  great  chancel, , 
on  the  north  fide,  a memorial  for  Rd.  Gee,  efq,  ob.  1 737  j above 
are  thefe  arms  quar.  ift  and  4th,  Gee  a fword  in  bend  : ad  and  3d, , 
Spencer ; another  for  Philippa,  relift  of  the  above  mentioned 
Richard  Gee,  obt.  i744’  Arms,  Gee  impaling  three  lions  pallant 
ill  a lozenge.  On  a grave  Rone,  a brafs  plate  and  infcription  in 
black  letter,  for  William  Giilby,  efq.  obt.  143^;  underneath,  a 
fiiield  of  arms,  a chevron  between  three  crofs  molines.  On  a 
grave-ftone,  in  the  middle,  before  the  Reps  to  the  altar,  is  a large 
bials  plate,  with  the  figure  of  a prieR,  and  infcription  in  black 
letter,  for  Tho.  Wilkynfon,  A.  M.  preb,  of  Rippon  and  reftor  of 
Harrow,  in  Midd.  and  of  Orpington,  ob.  i 5 1 1 ; on  the  fouth  fide, 
a mural  monument  for  Mr.  Rd.  Spencer,  4th  fon  of  the  Hon.  Rd. 
Spencer,  fonof  Rt. lord  Spencer,  arms,  Spencer,  above;  below, 
Spencer,  impaling  or,  a fefs  dancette  between  3 crofs  croflets  fit- 
chee  gules.  On  adjoining  grave-Rones,  within  the  rails,  are  me- 
morials for  Mary,  wife  of  Wm,  Gee,  efq.  of  Bifliop’s  Burton,  in 

• Augm.  Ofl'.  Survey  of  Chantries, &c. 
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Vorkftiire,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  the  Hon.  Richard 
Spencer,  ob.  1 702  ; above  are  the  arms  of  Gee  and  Spencer  quar- 
terly; for  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Venables,  efq.  of  Agdon,  in 
Chefniie,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  the  Hon.  Rich.  Spen- 
cer, ob.  1676  ; the  arms,  two  bars  impaling  Spencer.  A memo- 
rial for  the  Hon.  Mary  Spencer,  widow  of  the  Hon.  Rd.  Spencer, 
daughter  of  Sir  Rich.  Sandys  of  Northborne,  obt.  1675,  aet.69; 
arms,  Spencer  impaling  Sandys.  A memorial  for  the  Hon.  Ricli. 
Spencer,  fecond  Ion  of  Robert  lord  Spencer,  baron  of  Worm- 
leighton,  obt.  1661,  aet.  68;  arms,  Spencer  with  feven  quarter- 
ings,  a crefcent  for  difference,  hi  the  north  chancel,  which  is  a 
fmall  one,  belonging  to  the  feat  called  Barkhart,  in  this  parifli,  at 
the  weft  end,  on  a grave  ftone,  is  a brafs  plate,  with  the  figure  of 
a prieft,  and  infeription  in  black  letter,  for  Mr.  John  Cover,  BLL. 
and  vicar  of  this  church,  ob.  Aug.  6,  1522.  On  two  trufs  ftones 
of  an  arch,  at  the  eaft  end,  and  on  the  capitals  of  the  columns  at 
the  entrance  of  this  chancel,  are  thefe  arms,  ift,  a chevron  be- 
tween three  trefoils,  2d  as  the  former,  impaling  a bend  on  a chief, 
two  mullets  pierced.' 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Orpington  was  valued  at  fixty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage 
of  it  at  eight  marcs.^ 

The  church  is  a finecure  redfory,  with  a vicarage 
endowed,  to  which  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Cray  is  a 
chapel,  as  was  formerly  the  church  of  Nockhoit,  which 
has  been  many  years  feparated  from  it,  and  is  now  a 
free  parochial  chapel,  the  vicar  of  Orpington  being 
inftituted  to  this  vicarage  with  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary 
Cray  annexed.  The  vicarage  was  endowed  by  Rich- 
ard archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  in  1173,  and  with  a 
houfe  and  a parcel  of  land  by  archbilhop  Courtney, 
in  1393,  which  w'as  confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter that  fame  year.’’  In  1687,  Robert  Say,  provofh 
of  Oriel  college,  and  redfor  of  this  church,  on  his 
granting  a new  leafe  of  this  parfonage,  bound  the 
leflee  to  pay  annually  an  augmentation  of  26I.  13s. 
4d.  to  the  vicar  of  Orpington  cum  St.  Mary  Cray, 

^ See  themonum.  and  inferip.  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  964. 

® Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 

'*  Archives  of  dean  and  chapter,  MSS.  A.  1 1.  Reglft.  Morton, 
Dene,  Bourchier,  and  Courtney,  MSS.  Lamb. 
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which  w'as  that  year  confirmed  by  the  archbifhop  and 
dean  and  chapter,  and  entered  in  the  Regifter  of  the., 
latter. 

The  rectory  is  a donative,  in  the  gift  of  the  arch--i 
bifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  is  from  time  to  time  leafedil 
out  by  the  redtor,  together  with  the  tithe  of  wood  im| 
Knockholt,  the  parfonage-houfe,  and  about  fixty  acresr.i 
of  glebe  land  belonging  to  it.  Hugh  de  Mortimer,, 
redtor  of  this  church,  releafed  the  demand  of  fmall! 
tithes  from  the  priors  manor  of  Orpington.* 

The  redtor  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  and  receivessj 
1 6s.  8d.  as  a yearly  acknowledgement  from  the  vicar,, | 
who  has  40I.  per  annum  paid  him  by  the  lefieeof  the 
parfonage.  The  church  of  Orpingion,  with  the  chapel 
of  St.  Mary  Cray,  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
30I.  14s.  4Td.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  3I.  is.  5’d. 
The  vicarage  is  a difcharged  living  of  the  clear  yearly 
value,  as  certified,  of  45I.  the  yearly  tenths  of  whichi| 
are  13s.  9d|.'‘ 

By  virtue  of  a commijjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of. 
church  livings,  in  1650,  ifliiing  out  of  chancery,  it: 
was  returned,  that  the  parfonage  of  Orpington  w'as  a 
donative,  belonging  to  one  Mr.  Robinfon,  who  re-- 
ceived  forty  pounds  per  annum  out  of  it,  and  held  it  1 
by  grant  from  the  laft  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  li 
let  It  out  with  the  tithe  wood  in  Knockholt,  with  the  ’ 
parfonage  houfe,  and  forty  acres  of  glebe-land,  in  Or- 
pington, for  certain  years,  and  was  worth,  communis 
amiis^  two  hundred  pounds.  That  the  vicarage  be- 
longed to  one  mafter  Joiner,  who  had  forty  pounds 
per  annum  paid  him  out  of  the  aforefaid  tithes,  and 
that  the  vicarage,  as  computed,  was  worth  twenty 
pounds  per  annum.' 

Cart.  Antiq.  chap.  349,  among  the  archives  of  the  dean  and 
chapter. 

Bacon,  Lib.  Regis. 

* Pari.  Surveys,  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xix. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  luhom  hrefented. 

Archbijhop.  of  Canterbury 


The  Cro'ven^  by  lapfe 


ReUor  of  Orjiuigtoti 


® Chart.  Antiq.  Cap.  Cantuar,  He 
was  provoft  of  Oriel  college,  Oxford. 

Prynne’s  Records,  p.  592. 

o Alfo  reflor  of  Harrow  on  the 
Hill,  prebendary  of  Rippon. 

P Archives  of  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter. 

q Bilhop  of  Oxford.  He  lies  buried 
Id  Cuddefdon  church.  He  held  this 
reftory  in  commendam.  Willis’s  Cath. 
vol.  ii.  p.  433,  533. 

' Reg.  dean  and  chapter  of  Canter. 


RECTORS. 

Hugh  de  Mortimer^  in  13  ^4.“ 
Mafer  Reg'mald  de  Bra7ido)i^ 
1393." 

Thotnas  JVilkhfon.,  A.  M.  obt. 

Dec.  13,  I 51 1." 

Hugh  de  Mortimer.'^ 

John  Bancroft,^  D.  D.  obt.  Feb. 
1640.** 

Robinfon^  1640. 

Robert  Say e^  in  1687.'' 

Robert  Uvedale,  LL.D.  in  1696. 
Henry  Hall^  A.M.  obt.  0£t.  31, 
1763.’ 

Charles  Plumptree^  D.  D.  Nov. 

1763,  obt.  Sept.  14,  1779.'- 
William  Bachhoufe,  D.  D.  Ap. 

1780,  refigned  1781. 

William  Clarke^  A.M.  Mat.  30, 

I 782. 

VICARS. 

John  Cover,  LLB.  obt.  Aug.  6,  , 
1 322. 

Williafn  obt.  June  1620.* 

Chrifopher  Monkton,  obt.  July  i, 

1 65 1 

Henry  Stiche,  obt.  Nov.  1670. 
Benjamin  Blackftone,  obt.  Jan. 
1671.* 

Robert  Bourtte,  1671,  obt.  Nov, 
1687.“' 

s He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Eaft  Peck- 
ham,  reftor  of  Harbledown,  and  trea- 
furer  of  Wells. 

t And  archdeacon  of  Ely,  and  rec- 
tor of  St.  Mary  Woolnoih,  London, 
u He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
vr  And  reftor  of  Hayes,  where  he 
lies  buried. 

* He  was  buried  at  Chichefter. 
y He  was  redtor  of  Hayes,  and  was 
buried  in  this  church. 
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PATRONS,  &C. 

ReSIor  of  Orpington 


* He  rcfigned  ihb  vicarage  on  be- 
ing prckntecl  to  the  rcftory  of  Hayes. 


VICARS. 

Thomas  Watts,  A.  M.  1687.  rc- 
figried  1732. 

James  Whitehoufe,  1732,  obt. 
Francis Faiokes, 

1 7 74  ^ 

John  Till,  A.M.  1774.* 

J,  Pratt,  1778.  Prefent  vicar. 

a He  was  prefented  to  Hayes  in 
Oftober  1777. 
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LIES  the  next  parifli  northward.  It  was  anti- 
ently  called  South  Cray,  as  being  the  moil  fouthern 
of  thole  parillies  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  take 
their  name  from  the  river  Cray  ; but  fo  early  as  king 
Edward  l.’s  reign  it  was  known  by  its  prefent  name 
of  St.  Mary  Cray,  the  church  of  it  being  dedicated  to 
St.  Mary. 

This  parilh  lies  in  a valley  clofe  to  the  river  Craj’-, 
near  the  weftern  banks  of  which  it  has  a populous, 
handfome  village,  confifting  of  a ftreet  near  three 
quarters  of  a mile  in  length,  with  the  church  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  it.  The  market  was  cantinued  to  be 
kept  in  the  market-houfe  here  till  it  was  blown  down, 
all  but  the  chimney,  in  the  great  ftorm,  on  Nov.  26, 
1703,  fince  which  it  has  been  difufed,  to  the  nofmall 
detriment  of  the  place. 

In  the  village  are  two  feats  worth  notice,  one  of 
which  belonged  to  the  Haddons,  owners  of  Godyng- 
ton,  in  Chellsfield,  in  which  name  it  continued  till 
Alexander  Haddon,  jun.  gent,  paffed  it  away  to  Ed- 
mund Hodfoll,  third  fon  of  William  Hodfoll,  gent, 
of  South  Afli.  He  died  in  17  ii,  and  was  buried  in 
this  church,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Stonehoufe  of  London,  four  fons  and 
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fev-en  daughters ; from  him  this  feat  defcendedM! 
Mr.  Edward  HodlolJ,  banker,  of  London,  v“ch 
improved  it,  and  refided  here.  He  died  poffeflhd  of 
It  in  1794,  as  did  his  fon  about  one  month  afterwards 

H^foll,  fpinfter,  the  prefent  poireffor  of  it. 

Bei^amin^r  rehdence  of 

Benjamin  Greenwood,  efq.  who,  by  Philadelphia  his 

e ion,  George,  and  a daughter,  married  to  William 
Cope,  efq.  George  Greenwood,  efq.  refided  here 
and  died  poffefled  of  thiseftate  in  1775,  leavino-  his 

foie  heir,  whofe  hufband. 
Cope,  e(q.  paffed  it  away  to  Mr.  Whitaker 
ot  London;  lince  which  it  has  been  purchafed  bv 

erard  Levmge  Van  Heythuyfen,  efq.  who  refides  in 
It,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  houle  in  vvhich  the  Stanhopes  are  faid  to  have 
refided  in  this  parifli  is  called  the  Mount,  and  by  the 
rums  of  walls,  foundations,  &c.  round  it,  appeJr  to 
have  been  a feat  of  lome  fize  and  note,  but  ft^is  now 
dwindled  down  to  a mere  cottage,  bein^  at  prefent  the 
property  of  James  Chapman,  eff.  of  Path’s  Cray  hill 
A fair  is  holden  here  on  September  lo,  for  toys.  ’ 


This  parish  is  within  the  manor  of  Great 
rpmgton,^  to  which  it  is  an  appendage,  which  ma- 

r the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 

In  this  manor 

Ghriit  church,  Canterbury,  claimed  before  J.  de  Rev- 
gate  and  others  his  affociates,  Juflices  Itinerant,  the 
privilege  of  a market  m.the  town  of  Crey  weeklv  on 
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St.  Mary  Lyng  Ockmere  is  a manor  in  this 
parifli,  which  was  formerly  two,  called  the  manors  ot 

Ackmere  and  Sentling.  . 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  furvey  of  Domefday, 
the  reicrn  of  William  the  Conqueror,  thele  manors 
were  ptrt  of  the  polTeffions  of  Odo,  the  great  bidiop  o 
Baieux,  the  king  s half  brother,  under  the  general 
title  of  whole  lands  they  are  thus  entered  in  it,  viz. 
the  former  manor  by  the  name  of  South  Cray. 

Adam  Fitzhcrbert  holds  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux ) Sud 
Crai.  It  was  taxed  at  i filing.  The  arable f and  is  .... 
In  demefne  there  are  % carucates  and  1 4 vtlletns  zvitb  i 
borderer  having  4 carucates.  There  are  (sjervants,  and 
10  acres  of  meadozv  ; wood  for  the  pannage  of  10  bogs. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefor  it  zvas  worth  s 
pounds,  and  afterwards  ^pounds,  and  nozv  \o  pounds. 

Toli  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

And  the  manor  of  Sending  as  follows : 

Uuoh,  grandfon  of  Herbert,  holds  of  the  biJhop  (of 
Baieux)  Sentlinge.  It  zvas  taxed  at  i fuling  and  a half. 
The  arable  land  is In  demefne  there  are  2 caru- 

cates, and  20  villeins  with  2 carucates.  There  is  a 
church  and  9 fervants,  and  6 acres  of  meadow,  and  20 

acres  of  pafure  i zvood  for  the  pannage  of  ^ hogs.  In  the 

time  of  Edzvard  the  Confefor  it  zvas  worth  8 pounds,  and 
afterzvards  6 pounds,  now  8 pounds.  Bonde  held  it  of 

After  the  difgrace  of  the  biHiop  of  Baieux,  in  the 
19th  year  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  thefe  two  manors 
came  into  the  poffeflion  of  Jeffr)'  de  Peverel,  who  held 
them  hi  capite,  by  barony,  as  ot  the  caftle  of  Dover. 

In  the  13th  of  king  John,  they  were  P°®‘- 

fion  of  lohn  de  Mares,  who  held  them  by  the  like 
fervice,"  and  was  defcended  from  Thomas  de  Mares, 
who  accompanied  king  Richard  I.  to  the  o y an  , 
and  was  with  him  at  the  fiege  of  Aeon  there,  in  whole 

« rhilipott,  p.  260. 
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name  they  continued  in  the  beginning  of  Edward  I. ’s 
reign,  when  they  palied  to  Gregory  de  Rokefle,  who 
in  the  9th  year  of  it,  obtained  the  confirmation  of  a 
market  weekly  on  a Wednefday,  and  a grant  of  a fair 
on  the  aifumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  his  manor 
of  Sentling.**  Gregory  de  Rokelle  died  poffeffed  of 
thefe  manors  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  Re- 
ginald de  Rokefle  held  them  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  I IT.  as  appears  by 
the  inquifition  then  taken,  in  capite^  by  the  fervice  of 
one  knight’s  fee,  and  paying  befides  to  the  ward  of 
Dover-caftle,  16s.  qd.  for  each  week  in  which  he 
ought  to  perform  ward  there,  and  paying  to  the  ma- 
nor of  Ofpringe  one  pair  of  gilt  fpurs,  and  fuit  to  the 
king’s  court  of  Ofpringe  and  it  was  then  found  that 
his  grandfon  Richard,  fon  of  William  de  Rokefle,  was 
his  heir.  In  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  John  de 
Rokelle,  parfon  of  the  church  of  Chellesfield,  paid 
refpedlive  aid  for  them,  by  the  names  .of  the  manors 
of  Seintlyng  and  Okemore,  alias  St.  Mary  Cray,  as 
one  fee,  which  Roger  de  Rokefle  before  held  of  the 
king  in  Seintlyng  and  Okemore,  the  tenants  of  them 
always  paying  to  the  ward  of  Dover-caftle. 

They  continued  in  the  poflefiion  of  this  family  till 
the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  Ill.’s  reign,  in  the  46th 
year  of  which  Reginald  de  Rokefle  died  pofTefled  of 
them,'"  foon  after  which  they  became  the  property  of 
Sir  Robert  Belknap,  chief  juftice  of  the  common 
pleas,  who  was  attainted  andbanilhed  into  Ireland,  in 
the  iith  year  of  king  Richard  II.  notwithftanding 
which,  his  wife  Juliana  continued  in  pofTeftion  of 
them  by  grant  of  parliament,  and  died  pofTefled  of 
them  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  V.  leaving  Sir 
Hamon  Belknap  her  fon  and  heir  ; who,  on  his  pe- 
tition to  parliament,  was  enabled  to  fucceed  to  thefe 

Rot.  Pat.  anno  9 Edward  I.  No.  35. 

' Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  Cott.  Rec.  p.  331,  340. 
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manors,  of  which  he  died  poffefled  in  the  7 th  of  king 
Henry  VI.  as  did  his  grandfon  Sir  Edward  Belknap, 
in  the  12th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  On  his  death 
without  iffuc,  his  four  filters  became  his  coheirs;  and 
on  a partition  of  his  eftates  among  them,  thefe  ma- 
nors fell  to  the  fhare  of  Anne,  married  to  Sir  Robert 
Wotton  of  Bodton  Malherb,  who,  in  her  right,  be- 
came poffefTed  of  them.  By  the  inquifition  taken 
after  the  death  of  his  fon,  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  in  the 
6th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  it  appears  that  thefe  ma- 
nors were  then  held  in  capite ; they  afterwards  de- 
fcended  to  his  grandfon.  Sir  Edward  Wotton,  of 
Bodlon  Malherb,  who  in  the  i ft  year  of  James  I.  was 
created  lord  Wotton,  baron  of  Marley  in  this  county.'’ 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas  lord  Wotton,  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  died  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Charles  I. 
without  male  iffue,  on  which  his  four  daughters  be- 
came his  coheirs  ; of  whom  Catharine,  the  eldeft,  car- 
ried this  manor  (for  both  Sentling  and  Ockmere  feem 
now  to  have  been  efteemed  but  as  one)  in  marriage  to 
Henry  lord  Stanhope,  fon  and  heir  to  Philip  earl  of 
Chefterfield,®  who  died  in  his  father’s  life  time,  leav- 
ing one  fon,  Philip,  and  two  daughters  furviving. 

Catharine,  lady  Stanhope,  on  her  hufband’s  death, 
became  again  pofTeffed  of  this  manor  in  her  own  right, 
and  carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  fecond  hufband,  John 
Poliander  Kirkhoven,  lord  of  Hemfleet,  in  Holland. 
She  was  afterwards  created  countefs  of  Chefterfield 
for  her  natural  life,  and  married,  thirdly,  Daniel 
O’Neale,  and  died  in  1667.  By  her  fecond  hufband 
fhe  had  one  fon,  Charles  Henry,  who  fucceeded  his 
father  in  this  eftate,  and  was  afterwards,  on  account 
of  his  mother’s  defcent,  created  lord  Wotton  in  Kent, 
baron  Wotton  of  Boughton,  anno  2 Charles  II.  and 
in  1660,  was  naturalifed  by  parliament.  He  was  like- 
wife  created  earl  of  Bellamont  in  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 

[ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  414.  f Phillpott,  p.  260. 
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land,  ajid  dying  without  iflue,*'  was  buried  in  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  Canterbury,  in  1683.  He  died 
polTefled  of  this  manor  of  St.  Mary  Cray,  alias  St. 
Mary  Okemore,  which  he  devifed  by  his  will  to  his 
nephew,  Charles  Stanhope,  fecond  fon  of  his  brother 
Philip  before  mentioned,  then  earl  of  Chefteriield, 
with  feveral  limitations  and  remainders  in  it. 

Charles  Stanhope,  efq.  above  mentioned,  changed 
his  name  to  Wotton,  and  poflefled  this  manor,  but 
died  in  1703,  without  iffue,  on  which  it  came,  by  the 
above  entail,  to  Philip  lord  Stanhope,  his  elder  bro- 
ther, who,  on  his  father’s  death,  in  I7i3»  fucceeded 
as  earl  of  Chefteriield,  and  died  in  1726,  being  fuc- 
ceeded in  titles  and  eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Philip 
Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of  Chefteriield,  who  palled 
away  this  manor  of  St.  Mary  Lyng  Ockmore  to  Tho- 
mas Borrett,  efq.  of  Shoreham,  in  this  county,  late 
prothonotary  of  the  court  of  cornmon-pleas.  He 
died  poflefted  of  it  in  the  year  1751,  leaving  two 
daughters  his  coheirs ; the  eldeft  of  whom,  Sufannah, 
married  William  Glanvill  Evelyn,  efq.  of  Ightham ; 
and  the  youngeft,  Martha,  married  her  kinfman, 
Thomas  Borrett,  efq-  of  Shoreham,  the  fon  of  Trevor 
Borrett,  eldeft  fon  of  John  Borrett,  prothonotary,  by 
Elizabeth  Trevor,  his  fecond  wife  ; which  John  Bor- 
rett, by  Anne  Partridge,  his  firft  wife,  was  father  of 
Thomas  Borrett  of  Shoreham,  father  of  Sufannah  and 
Martha  above  mentioned.  They,  in  right  of  their 
wives,  jointly  poflefled  this  manor,  in  undivided  moie- 
ties, and  afterwards  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  Herman 
Berens^  efq.  of  Kevington,  who  died  polTelTed  of  it, 
in  17945  and  Ifts  only  fon,  Jofeph  Berens,  efq,  is  now 
owner  of  it. 

Kevington  is  a manor  and  feat  in  this  parifli, 
now  vulgarly  called  Kebingtown}  This  eftate  was, 

**  Coll.  Peerage,  laft  edit.  vol.  iii.  p.  270. 

* Augtn.  Off.  Pari.  Surveys. 
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for  fome  generations,  the  refidence  of  the  Mannings, 
a family  of  good  account  in  this  part  of  Kent,  who 
took  their  name  from  a town  fo  called  in  Saxony,*^ 
from  whence  they  came  very  early  into  this  kingdom. 
In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  John  Manning'  was 
fettled  in  Cowdham,  his  fon  of  the  fame  name  was 
alfo  of  that  parilh,  and  died  anno  14  Henry  VI.  leav- 
ing  by  Juliana  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard 
Brockhill,  relidl  of  William  Wallys,  one  fon,  Hugh 
Manning,  who  was  of  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Brandon,  kinlwoman  to 
Charles  duke  of  Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons, 
John,  who  fettled  at  Downe,  from  whom  defcended 
the  Mannings  of  Downe,  Halfted,  and  Wefterham ; 
and  Richard,  who  continued  at  St.  Mary  Cray,  and 
had  three  fons ; of  whom  Richard,  fon  of  Thomas, 
the  eldeft,  is  faid,  in  his  epitaph,  to  have  been  of 
Manning’s-hall,  the  old  family  feat.  He  lies  buried 
in  this  church  with  the  reft  of  this  family. 

The  Heraldic  Vifitation  of  Kent,  taken  in  the  year 
16 1 9,  gives  the  arms  of  Manning,  Gules,  a crofs  pa- 
tonce  between  four  cinq^uefoils  or.  Notwithftanding 
which  it  appears  by  their  monuments  and  grave  ftones 
in  this  church,  which  was  the  burial  place  of  the  fa- 
mily for  many  generations,  that  the  Mannings  of  this 
parifli  bore  the  cinquefoils  in  their  coat  of  arms  fiipt ; 
thofe  of  Wefterham  bore,  A chevron  between  three 
cinquefoils  fipt. 

John  Manning,  gent,  the  youngeft  fon  of  Richard 
above  mentioned,  was  of  Kevington,  and  had  two 
fons,  Edward,  who  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  Richard; 
the  former  of  whom  fucceededto  this  manor  in  1640. 

Edward  Manning,  great  grandfon  of  Edward,  the 
youngeft  fon  of  Edward  above-mentioned,  fucceeded 
at  length  to  Kevington,  and  married  Anne,  only 

^ Guillim,  p.  T 38. 
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daughter  ofSir  Henry  Onflow  of  Drungwick,  in  Suflex, 
by  whom  he  left  feveral  children.  He  died  in  1703, 
and  was  buried  in  this  church ; on  which  Richard 
Manning,  efq.  dieir  eldeft  furviving  fon,  fucceeded  to 
this  manor,  and  refided  at  Kevington,  of  which  he  died 
pofTelTed  in  1753,  without  ifl'ue,  and  by  his  will  be- 
queathed it  to  his  nephew,  Denzil  Onflow,  efq.  of 
Drungwick,  fon  of  Denzil  Onflow,  efq.  of  that  place, 
by  Mary  his  After ; he  afterwards  refided  at  Keving- 
, ton,  and  married  in  1730,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Middleton,  efq.  Their  fon,  Middleton  Onflow,  efq. 
after  fome  years,  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  Hermans 
Berens,  efq.  merchant  of  the  city  of  London,  who  re- 
Aded  here.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Stephen 
Riou,  merchant  of  London,  and  died  in  1794,  leav- 
ing one  fon,  Jofeph  Berens,  efq.  of  Hextable,  and  two 
daughters  unmarried.  He  was  fucceeded  in  this  eftate 
by  his  fon  above  mentioned,  who  is  a direftor  of  the 
South  Sea  and  Hudfon’s  Bay  companies,  and  is  the 
prefent  poAfeflbr  of  this  eftate. 

Hockenden  is  a manor,  which  lies  partly  in  this 
parifli,  and  partly  in  Paul’s  Cray  and  Sutton  at  Hone. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was  in  the  pof- 
fefAon  of  the  family  of  Stangrave,  who  were  owners 
of  Eatonbridge  in  this  county. 

Sir  Robert  de  Stangrave  was  owner  of  the  manor 
of  Hockindenne,  in  the  24th  year  of  the  above  reign, 
for  he  then  releafed  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Chrift: 
church,  in  Canterbury,  a piece  of  land  lying  hard  by 
their  wood  at  Hockindenne,  in  conAderation  of  which 
they  releafed  him  from  the  cuftom  of  fencing  round 
their  wood.  His  feal,  being  a crofs  verry^  remained 
appendant  to  the  deed.  In  the  28th  year  of  the  fame 
reign  he  had*  a grant  of  free  warren  for  his  manor 
here,"  and  his  defeendant,  Robert  de  Stangrave,  died 
poflefted  of  it  in  the  12th  year  of  king  Edward  III.'' 

Rot.  Cart,  ejusanni.  No.  13.  " Rot.  Rfch.  ejus  ariiii. 
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In  later  times  the  family  of  Feerby,  or  Ferby, 
who  refided  at  Paul’s  Cray  hill,  were  in  poffeffion  of 
it ; one  of  them,  Sir  Leonard  Feerby,  in  1675,  con- 
veyed his  manor  of  Hockenden  to  Mrs.  Anne  Yeend, 
widow,  who  devifed  it  by  will  to  her  grandchild, 
Mary,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Browne, 
by  Mary  her  daughter. 

Sir  Anthony  Browne  left  four  daughters,  Mary  the 
devifee  above  mentioned,  who  married  John  Archer, 
but  died  without  ilfue  ; Anne,  married  to  Sir  John 
Tyrril,  who  likewife  died  without  iffuei  the  third 
daughter  was  lady  Rawflerne  ; and  the  fourth  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Robert  King,  by  whom  fhe  left 
furviving  three  daughters,  her  coheirs.  On  the  death 
of  Mary,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Browne, 
and  devifee  of  this  manor,  without  iflue,  Lady  Raw- 
fterne,  by  a decree  of  Chancery,  became  entitled  to  one 
moiety  or  three-fixths  of  it,  which  part  came  afterwards 
into  the  poflTeflion  of  William  Wentworth,  earl  of  Straf- 
ford, who  died  poflefTed  of  it  in  1791  j fince  which  it 
has  pafled  from  his  heirs  by  fale  to  James  Chapman, 
efq.  of  Paul’s  Cray  hill,  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  other  moiety  was  divided  between  the  iflue  of 
the  fourth  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  their  hufbands. 
In  confequence  of  which  two-fixths  of  this  manor  be- 
came at  length,  by  defeent  and  marriage,  the  property 
of  Thomas  Sergifon,  efq.  who,  in  the  year  1 740,  con- 
veyed them  by  fale  to  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of 
Lullingftone. 

As  to  the  remaining  fixth  part  of  this  moiety,  it 
came  at  length  by  defeent,  as  well  as  will,  to  Eliza- 
beth, the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Young  ; 
and'flie,  in  1 747,  fold  her  intereft  in  it  to  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke,  bart.  before  mentioned,  who  on  this  became 
poftefled  of  the  three  fixth  parts,  or  one  full  and  undi- 
vided moiety  of  this  manor. 

From  him  it  defeended  to  his  only  furviving  fon. 
Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  who  obtaining  an  ad  of 
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PART  I. 


OVERTCRK  TO  “THE  MESSIAH." 

llECIT. 

Air. 

“Coml'ort  ye  my  People,"  > 
“lively  Valley”  5 

Mr.  JOLLEV. 

CHonrs. 

“And  the  Glory  of  the  Lord." 

IlECIT. 

Air  & Cho. 

“Behold  ii  Viriiiii”  i 

“0  Thou  that  tellesl”  i 

Mr.  UOBlNSON. 

Uecit. 

Air. 

“For  behold darknes.-"  } 

“The  People  that  walked"  i 

Mr.  ATKINS. 

Chords. 

“For  uiilo  us.” 

UECIT. 

air 

“He  wa.s  cut  off’  ; 

“But  Thou  didst  not  leave  J 

[ Mrs.  G.  Wood. 

Odartett. 

“Their  sound  is  gone  out”  . . Mrs.  G.  WOOD,  and 
[Mess  ItOBlNSON,  JOLLBY,  and  ATKINS. 

Air 

“He  was  de.-ipi'-ed" 

.Mr.  UOBlNSON. 

Uecit, 

air. 

“Behold  I show  you  a invslcry 
“The  trumpet  .slnall  sound" 

Mr  Atkins. 

Chords. 

“Hallchijah" 

PART  II. 

OVERTDRE  To  “SAUI/’ 

ai'ARTETT,- 

f Benedictus  ) MrS.  WOOD, 

J from  Mo/.arl’s  > Mr.  UOBlNSON,  .Mr.  JOLLEY',  and 
( “Uequiem"  ) Mr  ATKINS. 

UECIT. 

Air. 

“Oh  ! worse  than  Death" 
“Angels  ever  bright  and  fair” 

1 Mrs  G.  Wood. 

AIR. 

.“Luther’s  Hymn” 

Trio  & Cho 

Chords 

“Sound  the  loud  timbrel"  Mrs.  YY'OOD,  Mast.  BALL, 
[and  Mr.  ATKINS. 

80 1.0. 
Chords. 

“Awake  up  my  Glory” 

Uecit. 

AIR. 

“For  a thousand  years"  ) 
“The  snares  of  Death”  S 

Mr.  ATKINS. 

Air. 

“With  verdure  chad” 

Mrs.  G.  WOOD. 

UECIT. 

‘ In  splendour  bright”  

Mr.  Jolley. 

Chords. 

“The  Heavens  are  telling,” . 
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ST.  MARY  CRAY. 

parliament  for  that  purpofe,  paflcd  it  away  by  fale,  in 
1767,  to  James  Chapman,  efq.  of  Paul’s  Cray  hill 
who  by  purchafing  the  other  moiety  of  the  earl  of 
Stafford’s  heir,  as  before  mentioned,  is  now  become 
the  owner  of  the  whole  of  this  manor  and  eftate. 

It  appears  by  an  inquifition  taken  at  Hockynden, 
before  the  king’s  efclieator,  in  the  2d  year  of  Edward  l! 
that  Ilabella  de  Monte  Alto,  held  in  gavelikende  of 
the  prior  of  Chriflchurch  in  Canterbury,  a meffuage 
and  forty-two  acres  in  Hokinden,  by  the  fervice  of 
I os.  I id.  per  annum,  and  by  the  fervice  of  plough- 
ing, mowing,  and  carrying  the  produce  of  certain 
lands  of  the  prior  to  his  grange  at  Orpington,  and 
other  fervices,  and  by  making  fuit  at  the  court  of  the 
prior  there.® 

Walden’s  is  a reputed  manor  in  this  parifh, 
which  in  1662,  was  in  the  pofTefTion  of  Caleb  Trench- 
field,  efq.  who  lies  buried  in  Eltham  church,  and 
died  poflefled  of  this  manor ; he  was  the  fon  of  Tho- 
mas Trenchfield,  efq.  one  of  the  admirals  of  the  navy 
m the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  and  left  by  Judith, 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Edmund  Poyntell,  efq.  of  Che- 
filhurft,  a fon,  Caleb  Trenchfield,  who  was  a mer- 
chant of  London.  The  Trenchfields  bore  for  their 
arms,  A chevron  between  three  cinquefoils.  He  fold 
this  manor  to  Ebbutt,  whofe  defeendanr,  Mr.  John 
Ebbutt,  dying  a few  years  fince,  left  it  by  will  to  his 
nephew  of  the  fame  name,  who  is  the  prefent  owner 
of  it,  and  refides  here. 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  George  Hart  ordered  by  his  will,  40s,  to  be  given  in 
money  to  the  poor  of  this  parilli,  who  do  not  receive  alms,  and 
3s.  40.  m bread,  and  6s.  8d.  in  money  for  a fermon,  charo-ed  on 
j belonging  to  Sir  John  °Dvke, 

vetted  in  the  minifter  and  churchwardens,  and  of  the  annual  pro- 
‘luce  of  2I.  los.  ^ 

Mr.  Edmund  Hodsoll  in  1 71 1,  gave  by  his  will,  the  annual 
Uini  of  1 5s.  m money,  to  be  given  weekly  to  the  poor,  who  thall 

o Somucr’s  Gavelkind,  p.  184. 


be 
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be  aged  and  impotent,  and  who  come  to  church  to  heai  divine 
fervice  and  fermons.  charged  on  a farm,  called  Hutchin’s,  in  St. 
Mary  Cray,  veiled  in  the  minifter  and  churchwardens,  and  ot  the 
above  annual  produce. 

Mr.  Manning  gave  by  will,  for  three  poor  people,  who  do 
not  receive  alms,  a fum  of  money  yearly,  one-third  charged  on 
the  Kevington  eftate,  in  St.  Mary  Cray,  the  other  two  thirds  on 
an  eftate,  called  Patten-grove,  in  Orpington,  now  veiled  in  the 
owner  of  the  former  eftate. 

Mrs.  C AT  H A lu NE  W ITH  ENS,  gave  by  her  will,  in  1 71 5,  for  the 
education  of  poor  children  at  fchool,  and  towards  the  fupport  ot 
poor  aged  men  and  women,  who  do  not  receive  alms  of  the  pa- 
rilli,  a fum  of  money  to  purchafe  lands,  which  weie  accordingly 
purchafed  near  Eatonbridge,  now  veiled  in  the  miniftersot  Paul’s 
Cray,  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  Orpington,  ami  in  truftees  appointed 
bv  them,  and  of  the'annual  produce  of  40I. 

' Mr.  Valentine  Sparrow  gave  by  his  will,  in  1726,  tobedif- 
tribut'ed  in  bread  for  the  poor  weekly,  to  the  minifter  one  guinea 
for  a fermon  on  Eafter  Sunday,  and  to  the  clerk  half  a guinea, 
money  veiled  in  the  public  funds,  of  the  annual  amount  of  205!.^ 

1 6s.  8d.  in  the  names  of  truftees,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of 
61.  3s.  6d. 

St.  Mary  Cray  is  wthin  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry 
of  Dartford.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary. 
It  is  a large  building,  and  contains  three  ifles  and  a 
crofs  ille,  a large  chancel,  and  two  fmall  ones  or  cha- 
pels ; the  two  latter  belonging  to  the  family  ot  Hod- 
foil,  of  this  parilh.  At  the  weft  end  is  the  fteeplc, 
in  which  hang  five  bells.  It  is  efteemed  as  a chapel 
to  the  church  of  Orpington,  and  as  fuch  is  in  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  redtor  ot  that  church,  the  vicar  of  Oi- 
pington  being  inftituted  to  that  vicarage  with  the 
chapel  of  St.  Mary  Cray  appendant  to  it. 

In  this  church,  among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions,  are 
the  following.  In  the  crofs  ijle,  at  the  weft  end,  on  a grave  Hone, 
a brafs  plate°with  the  figure  of  a woman  in  her  lliroud,  and  in- 
feription  in  black  letter,  for  Ifabell  VolTale,  and  for  W illiam 
Obfon  her  fon  ; on  another,  near  the  former,  a brafs  infeription, 
the  figure  having  been  torn  away,  John  Morgan,  len.  ob.  1479* 
In  themiMle  iflc,  on  a grave  ftoiie,  a memorial  for  Mr.  John  Ab- 
bot  of  this  parifli,  ob.  1 7 ‘i9’  ^9'  A thefouth  IJle^  a brafs  plate 

with  infcrii'tion  in  black  letter,  the  figure  torn  oft,  for  Alice  Lordc, 

ob. 1515. 
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ob.  1515.  the  great  ehaticel,  within  the  rails  of  tlie  altar,  a mural 
monument  for  one  of  the  Manning  family,  the  arms  at  the  top  aie 
defaced;  on  the  fouth  fide,  within  the  rails,  an  altar  tomb,  on 
which  are  the  figures  of  a gentleman  and  lady  finely  engraved  in 
brafs,  and  over  them  an  infcription  for  Richard,  fon  of  John 
Manning,  gent,  who  married  Rachael,  one  of  the  daughters  and 
coheirs  of  William  White  of  Hempfted,  in  Middlefex,  with  whom 
he  lived  thirty-nine  years,  and  died  in  1904,  aet.  63, yi//.  leaving 
her  furviving ; above  are  the  arms  of  Manning,  Gules  a crofs  pa- 
toncee  between  four  cinouefoils  fliptor,  a crefeent  for  diffeience. 
On  the  north  fide,  within  the  rails,  oppofite  the  above,  is  an  altar 
tomb  with  a brafs  plate,  with  an  infcription  for  Richaul,  fon  of 
Tho.  Manning,  who  dwelt  and  died  at  Manning's-hall,  the  old 
homeftall  of  this  family,  he  died  in  1605,  aet.  72.  On  a grave 
Ifone,  without  the  rails,  a memorial  for  Edward,  fon  of  Edvyaid 
Manning,  efq.  who  married  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  On- 
ilowof  Drungwick,  in  Suflex,  by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  here  buried,  and  1 homas  was  then  living,  ob. 
1703,  aet.  49;  above  are  thefe  arms,  quarterly,  ift,  Manning,  as 
above ; 2d,  a crofs  between  twelve  croflets  fitchee  impaling  a fels 
between  fix  rooks.  A memorial  for  Edward,  fon  of  Edw.  Man- 
ning, efq.  and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Gelf.  Nightingale,  efq. 
of  Newport  Pond,  in  Efiex,  he  died  in  1640,  aet.  65  ; Ihe  died 
in  ibeg,  aet.  79.  Richard  Manning,  efq.  died  in  1753,  aet.  54; 
above  are  thefe  arms,  quarterly,  ill  and  4th,  Manning;  2d,  a 
bend  counterchanged ; 3d,  a crols  between  twelve  crols  ciollet. 
fitchee ; at  the  bottom,  in  a lozenge,  the  arms  of  Manning  impa- 
ling per  pale  ermine  a role.  On  a hatchment  againft  the  fcieen, 
on  the  north  fide,  are  the  arms_  of  Manning,  a crefeent  for 
difference,  and  over  them  an  infcription,  fliewing,  that  undei  a 
ftone  in  this  chancel  lies  buried  Thomas  Manning,  of  the  exche- 
quer office,  gent,  of  Cliflbrd’s  inn,  fecond  fon  of  Edw.  Manning; 
efq.  of  this  parifli ; he  died  unmarried  in  1 704;  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  altar  is  a boarded  pannel,  fliewing  that  the  fame  was 
erededby  Stephen  Parker  and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sii 
Henry  Onflow,  to  the  memory  of  her  three  children,  Edwaid, 
Elizabeth,  and  Anne  Manning,  who  lie  buried  in  this  chancel  by 
their  father,  Edward  Manning,  efq.  on  the  fouth  wall  is  a hatch- 
ment with  thefe  arms,  Sabir,  lion  rampant,  ermine  langued, 
and  armed  gules  between  three  crofles  pattee  fitchee  gules,  a cre- 
feent for  difference,  and  an  infcription,  fliewing  them  to  e t le 
arms  of  Henry,  fon  of  Robert  King,  who  died  in  1659  ’ ^ 

north  fide,  another  hatchment,  with  the  like  arms  in  lozenge,  be- 
ing thofe  of  Anne  King,  youngefl:  daughter  of  Robeit  K''yo> 
ob.  161  5.  At  the  entrance  into  the  chancel,  a memoiial  tor  1 hi 
ladelphia  Greenwood,  eldeft  daughter  of  Benjamin  Greenwood, 
efq.  by  Philadelphia  his  wife,  ob.  i75''>  tie  a ovc 

infcription,  the  figure  of  a woman  in  brafs,  and  befide  it  a 
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cut  in  the  itone,  as  if  intended  for  another  figure,  and  an  infcrip^ 
tion  for  Mrs.  Philadelphia,  wife , of  Benjamin  Greenwood,  efq. 
of  this  parifli.  She  was  fecond  daughter  to  the  late  Sir  George 
Mertins,  of  London,  flie  died  in  1 747,  aet.  46  years.  On  a grave 
Bone  on  the  north  fide,  before  the  rails,  is  a brafs,  with  the  effi- 
gies of  a man  and  his  three  wives,  and  an  infcription  in  black 
letter,  for  Richard  Avery,  Johne,  Agles,  and  Elinor,  his  wives, 
obt.1588.  hi  the  fouth  chayicel,  on  a mural  monument,  are  the 
effigies  in  ftone  of  a man  and  his  wife,  in  the  drefs  of  the  age, 
kneeling  at  a delk,  with  each  a book  open,  and  behind  him  his 
fon,  and  beneath  an  infcription  for  Margaret,  wife  of  Robert 
Crewes,  citizen  and  grocer  of  London,  who  had  one  fon  buried 
here  by  her,  llie  died  in  i6oa,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Francis 
Haddon,  of  this  pariffi,  gent,  beneath  are  the  arms  of  the  Gro- 
cers Company,  and  above  thefe,  or,  a bend  indented  quarterly 
between  6 efcallop  lliells,  or,  impaling  Haddon,  or,  a leg  couped 
at  the  thigh,  azure ; on  a hatchment,  are  thefe  arms,  Hodfoll  quar- 
terly, a tefs  wavy  argent  between  three  ftone  fountains;  of  the 
fecond,  impaling  argent  on  a fefs  fable,  a leopard’s  head  between 
two  mullets,  or,  between  three  falcons  with  their  wings  difplayed 
azure,  armed,  jelfed  and  belled  or,  and  infcription,  fliewing,  that 
under  a ftone  near  it,  lies  Edward,  third  fon  of  William  Hodfoll, 
ct  South  Afli,  gent,  he  married  Elizabeth  Stonehoufe,  only 
daughter  of  Thomas  Stonehoufe,  citizen  and  apothecary  of  Lon- 
don, by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  fons  and 
tw  o daughters  lie  in  the  church  of  Stanfted,  near  Wrotham,  and 
two  fons  and  one  daughter  in  this  chancel ; he  died  in  1711,  ast, 
71-  She  died  in  1725,  set.  77,  and  were  buried  in  the  fame 
grave.  Mr.  Hodfoll  purchafed  this  eftate  of  Alexander  Haddon, 
gent,  the  younger.  A memorial  for  Jane,  wife  of  Samuel  At- 
wood, redqr  of  Afli,  near  Wrotham,  youngeft  daughter  of  Ed- 
mund Hodfoll,  of  this  parifh,  gent.  obt.  i734)  50;  above,  a 

lion  rampant  between  eight  acorns  impalingHodfoll.  A memorial 
tor  Mrs.  Helena  Hodfoll,  eldeft  daughter  of  Mr.  Edmund  Hod- 
o , late  of  this  parifli,  ob.  1756,  ®t.  83.  /«  the  north  chan(el^  on  a 

giave  ftone,  the  figure  of  a woman  in  brafs,  and  infcription  in 
black  letter,  for  Elizabeth  Cobham.late  wife  of  George  Cobham, 
brother  to  the  lord  Cobham,  and  her  firft  hulband,  John  Hart, 
gent,  father  and  mother  to  Sir  Peacival  Hart.flie  died  i (143.  At  the 
corners  of  the  ftone  have  been  four  fliields,  the  two  upper  ones  only 

remain,  viz.  quarterly,  firft  and  fourth.  Hart ; fecond  and  third, 
Pechc.p 


p.  10^*7  infcriptions  in  this  church  at  large  in  Reg.  Roff. 
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By  virtue  of  a commijjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of 
church  livings,  in  1650,  illuing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  St.  Mary  Cray  was  a vicarage,  and 
chapel  of  eafe  to  Orpington,  and  fitly  divided  already 
from  it,  being  worth  fixteen  pounds  per  annum  ; and 
that  it  had  neither  houfe  or  glebe  land  belonging  to 
it.**  Its  valuation  in  the  king’s  books  is  included  in 
that  of  Orpington. 


PAUL’S  CRAY 

LIES  the  next  parith  northward.  This  place 
takes  its  name  from  the  church  being  dedicated  to  St. 
Paulinus,  and  the  river  Cray,  which  runs  through  it  ; 
being  in  antient  deeds  ufually  written  Paulins  Cray, 
and  fometimes  Cray  Paulins.  In  the  Textus  Roffenfis 
it  is  called  Rodulphs  Cray. 

Tills  parilhis  but  fmall,  being  hardly  more  than  two 
miles  and  a half  in  length,  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  fomc- 
what  lefs  than  a mile  and  a half  in  breadth.  It  lies  for 
the  moft  part  in  the  vale,  through  which  the  river 
Cray  takes  its  courfe,  and  having  turned  a corn  mill  be- 
longing to  the  Paul’s  Cray  hill  eftate,  it  runs  on  north- 
ward towards  Foots  Cray,  The  high  road  from  Or- 
pington and  St.  Mary  Cray  pafies  through  it  towards 
the  Maidftone  road,  and  thence  acrofs  it  to  Bexley  and 
Dartford  heath.  There  is  no  village ; the  houfes  in 
the  parifti,  about  fifty  in  number,  ftanding  difpeded 
throughout  it.  The  church  ftands  alone,  half  fur- 
rounded  by  tall  elm  trees,  the  fhade  of  which  cafts  a 
pleafing  gloom,  and  makes  a pidlurefque  appearance  to 
the  building,  as  well  as  the  church-yard  around  it.  It 
is  fituated  near  the  road  through  it  on  the  eaftern  fide, 
the  way  to  it  ufed,  till  of  late,  to  be  through  the  water, 
ito  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  parifhioners,  but  it 

Pari,  Surveys,  Lambeth-Ubr.  vol.  xix. 

is 
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is  now  raifcd  above  it.  About  half  a mile  eaftward 
Irom  hence,  is  the  feat  of  Paul’s  Cray  Hill ; the  oppo- 
fite  or  wellern  boundary  is  much  covered  with  coppice 
wood,  near  which  is  Paul’s  Cray  common,  extending 
up  to  Chefilhurft,  which  is  fuppofed  on  this  fide  to 
have  at  times  incroached  much  on  the  boundaries  of 
this  parifli.  The  foil  is  chiefly  a light  dark  coloured 
mould,  though  on  fome  of  the  high  grounds  there  is  a 
ftrong  loam.  It  is  in  general  very  fertile,  pleafant  and 
healthy,  being  diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  inter- 
fperfed  with  woods,  verdant  paftures  along  the  val- 
lies,  and  on  the  gentle  declivities  fertile  fields  of  corn 
land. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
part  ot  this  parilh,  as  being  within  the  duchy  court  ot 
Farnborough,  to  which  fuch  lands  holding  of  it,  pay 
certain  annual  rents.'' 

Paul’s  Cray  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
Odo,  his  half-brother,  billiop  of  Baieux,  and  earl  of 
Kent ; and  it  is  accordingly  entered  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  under  the  general  title  of  the  bifliop’s  lands 
in  this  county,  as  follows  : 

Anf chill  de  Ros  holds  of  the  bifhop  ( of  Baieux ) Crate, 
It  zvas  taxed  at  half  a fuling.  The  arable  land  is  , 
In  demefie  there  is  i carucate  and  7 villeins^  with  6 
borderers  having  i carucate.  There  is  a church  and  i 
acre  of  meadow,  and  3 acres  of  paflure. 

In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejfor,  and  after^ 
zvards,  it  was  worth  4 pounds,  and  now  3 pounds.  Len- 
ric  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

This  place  was  afterwards  part  of  the  poirelTions  of 
Sir  Simon  de  Cray  •,  he  was  lord- warden  of  the  cinque 
ports  in  the  3d  and  4th  years  of  king  Edward  1.  and  his 
fons,  William  and  Simon  de  Crey,  attended  that  king 
in  his  vi6lorious  expedition  into  Scotland,  and  were 
there  knighted.'  He  held  it  of  the  honour  of  Alber- 

' Philipott,  p.  109,  122, 
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marie,  by  homage  and  fervice,  and  it  was  again  held  of 
him  by  Peter  de  Huntingfield  and  Simon  at  Broke,  as 
half  a knight’s  fee. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  this  manor  was  in 
the  pofTeffion  of  a family  called  De  Campaigne  ; one 
of  whom,  John  de  Campaigne,  in  the  20th  year  of  that 
reign,  paid  aid  for  it  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  Peter 
de  Huntingfield  and  Simon  ate  Broke  before  held  in 
Crey  Paulin  of  Simon  de  Crey. 

From  this  name  it  palTed  loon  afterwards  into  that 
of  Scroope  ; and  Henry  le  Scroope,  of  Mafham,  was 
polfefled  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign  of 
king  Richard  II.  as  he  was  likewife  of  another  half 
knight’s  fee  in  this  parilh,  which  once  belonged  to 
Anthony  Bee,  bifliop  of  Durham.  He  was  fon  of 
Geoffry  le  Scroope,  who  was  poflefled  of  the  manor 
of  Eltham,  and  was  of  the  fame  family  as  thole  of  Bol- 
ton, in  Yorkfhire.  In  the  fecond  year  of  king  Ri- 
chard II.  being  then  banneret,  he  was  fent  ambalfador 
to  Charles,  king  of  Navarre  and  died  in  the  15th 
year  of  that  reign,  pofielTed  of  this  manor,  which  was 
held  V!  capite,  being  worth  twenty  marcs  yearly."  He 
left  two  fons,  Stephen,  his  heir,  and  William,  who  was 
afterwards  created  earl  of  Wiltfliire. 

The  eld.eft  fon,  Sir  Stephen  le  Scroope,  fucceeded 
him  here  that  year,  and  obtained  a grant  of free-zvarreu 
for  his  manor  of  Paulin’s  Cray.  He  died  in  the  yth 
year  of  king  Henry  V.  being  then  pofiefied  of  this 
manor,  and  leaving  Sir  Henry  Scroop  his  fon  and  heir. 
But  Margerie,  his  mother,  furviving,  had  for  her  dower, 
among  other  premifes,an  afiignation  of  two  parts  of  it. 

In  the  iftyear  of  king  Henry  V.  he  was  appointed 
to  conclude  a peace  with  the  French  ; a trull  which  he 
fhamefully  abufed,  by  treating  privily  with  them,  on 
promife  of  a reward  j but  before  this  plot  could  be 

' Dugcl.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p , 658.  “ Ibid.  vol.  p.  427.  Rot. 
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put  in  execution,  it  was  difcovered  j foon  after  which 
he  was  tried  at  Soutliampton,  and  was  beheaded  there. 
On  his  attainder  this  manor  efcheated  to  the  crown. 
Sir  John  Scroope,  his  brother,  on  his  death  without 
idlie,  became  his  next  heir.  He  wrote  himfelf  of 
Mafliam  and  Upfale,  where  he  had  two  eminent  feats. 
In  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  by  the  afTentof  the 
lords  in  parliament,  he  obtained  a grant  from  the  king 
of  thofe  lordfhips,  which  came  to  the  crown  by  the  at- 
tainder of  Henry  lord  Scroope,  his  brother,  to  hold 
for  four  years,  among  which  was  this  manor,  of  which 
he  afterwards  obtained  the  fee.  He  died  in  the  34th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  being  then  poflefled  of  this 
manor,  which  defcended  down  to  Thomas,  lord 
Scroope,  who  was  fummoned  to  parliament  from  the 
2 2d  year  of  Edward  IV.  until  the  7th  year  of  king 
Henry  VII.  and  died  fhortly  after  pofTefTed  of  this 
manor,  leaving  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Ne- 
vill,  marquis  Montagu,  one  foie  daughter,  his  heir ; 
who  carried  it  in  rnarriage  to  Henrjq  lord  Scroope,  of 
Bolton ; who  leaving  likewife  one  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot,  knight- 
banneret,'^  he,  in  her  right,  became  pofTefTed  of  it. 

Sir  Gilbert  Talbot  was  of  Grafton,  in  Worcefler- 
fliire ; and  was  third  fon  of  John,  fccond  earl  of 
Shrewfbury,  by  his  fecond  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
James  Butler,  earl  of  Ormond  and  Wiltfbire,  and  was 
anceftor  to  the  prefent  earl  of  Shrewfbury  and  the  late 
carl^Talbot ; and  being  a great  favorer  of  king  Henry 
VII’s  pretenfions  to  the  crown,  when  earl  of  Rich- 
mond, he  was  by  that  king,  in  his  ift  year,  made  a 
privy-counfellor ; and  being  then  knight  for  his  ma- 
jefly’s  body,  had  many  rewards  of  lands  conferred  on 
him,  and  among  others  the  manor  of  Grafton  above- 
mentioned.  In  the  2d  year  of  that  reign,  being  one  of 
the  commanders  at  the  battle  of  Stoke,  near  Newark, 
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where  Lambert  SImnel,  and  his  followers^  were  de- 
feated, he  was  made  a knight-banneret ; and  being  a 
perfon  of  fingularwifdom  and  valour,  was  eledled  knight 
of  the  Garter  ; and  was  honorably  employed,  both  by 
that  king,  and  his  fon  king  Henry  VIII.  till  the  time 
of  his  death,  in  the  8th  year  of  that  reign.  He  had 
two  fons ; Sir  Gilbert,  his  heir,  and  Sir  Humphry 
Talbot,  who  died  without  iflue,  in  the  holy  land  j and 
two  daughters,  Catherine  and  Jane.’‘  By  one  of  thefe 
daughters  the  manor  of  Paul’s  Cray  went  in  marriage  to 
Danby,  defeended  from  thofe  of  Middleham,  in  York- 
Ihire  in  which  name  it  continued  fome  years,  till  it 
was  fold  to  Hunt ; and  from  thence  again,  in  the  reign, 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  Mr.  James  Smith,  of  London, 
gent:  who  deceafing  without  iflue  male,  Mary,  his  foie 
daughter  and  heir,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Waller,  of  Beconsfield,  in  Buckinghamfhire ; 
whofe  defeendant  palTed  it  away  by  fale  to  James  Nar- 
borough,  efq.  only  brother  of  Sir  John  Narborough, 
knight  and  baronet,  admiral  of  the  fleet  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Charles  and  James  II.  both  of  whom  were 
unfortunately  caft  away,  with  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel,  on 
the  rocks  of  Scilly,  in  1707. 

James  Narborough,  efq.  had  fettled  this  manor 
and  his  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  on  his  three  nieces 
Elizabeth,  Elhanna,  and  Sophia,  daughters  of  Sir 
Thomas  D’Aeth,  bart.  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  his 
brother.  Sir  John  Narborough.  They  carrried  this 
manor  and  eftate  in  marriage  to  their  three  hufbands  ; 
Elizabeth,  being  married  to  the  hon.  Henry  Dawney, 
clerk,  third  fon  of  Henry  vifeount  Downe  j Elhanna 
to  captain  Fitzgerald  j and  Sophia  to  William  Champ- 
neys,  efq.  of  Boxley,  in  which  ftate  it  continued  till 
about  the  year  1742,  when  they  all  joined  in  the  fale 
of  it  to  the  hon.  Thomas  Townlhend,  of  Chefilhurfl, 

* Collins’s  Peerage,  laft  edit.  vol.  ii.  p.  425. 
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•whofe  fon,  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord  vifcount  Syd- 
ney, is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

The  quit  rents  of  this  manor  are  fmall ; a court- 
baron  is  held  for  it. 

There  were  fome  lands,  part  of  the  manor  of  Paul’s 
Cray,  which,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  were 
alienated,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  by  Sir  Simou 
de  Crey,  owner  of  them,  to  Walter  de  Trailly  and 
on  his  death,  defcendcd  to  his  fon,  of  the  fame  name ; 
and  his  defcendant,  John  Tray  lie,  died  poffefled  of 
them  in  the  34th  year  pf  king  Edward  III.  They 
came  afterwards  into  the  polfeirion  of  Heron,  owner  of 
Kitchin-grove,  another  parcel  of  this  manor,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Crey  before -men- 
tioned, and  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  was 
poflefled  by  John  de  Pulteney,  and  others,  who  then 
paid  aid  for  it  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  as  parcel  of  the 
manor  of  Paulin’s  Crey,  called  Kechyngrove. 

Sir  Chriftopher  Heron  poflefled  thefe  premifes  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henr}^  VIII.  when  he  alienated  them, 
with  the  advowfon,  to  Walfingham,  of  Scadbury,  in 
Chefilhurft  whence  they  paflTed,  in  like  manner,  by 
fale  to  Betenfon ; and  from  that  name  to  the  hon.  Tho- 
mas Townfhend,  of  Chefilhurft,  whofe  fon,  the  right 
hon.  Thomas,  lord  vifcount  Sydney,  is  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor of  thefe  premifes,  together  with  the  advowfon 
of  the  church  of  Paul’s  Cray. 

Paul’sCray-hih.  is  a feat  in  this  parifli,  which  takes 
its  name  from  its  fituation.  It  was  very  early  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  family  of  Fereby,  or,  as  they  afterwards 
were  called,  Ferby,  whole  antient  feat  was  at  Speld- 
hurft,  where  they  refided  in  the  reigns  of  king  Edward 
II.  and  III.  John  de  Fereby,  of  Speldhurft,  in  the 
latter  end  of  thofe  reigns,  fealed  with  his  paternal  coat 
armour,  J fefs  ermine^  between  three  goats  heads  erafedy 
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as  appears  by  the  labels  fixed  to  feveral  of  his  deeds.*’ 
One  of  his  defcendants,  fome  time  after,  removed  from 
Speldhurft  hither, having  purchafed  lands,  at  Hock- 
enden  and  elfewhere  in  this  parifh,  of  John  Dynley, 
who  in  the  i6th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  had  licence 
to  build  a bridge  over  the  river  here,  to  his  demefne 
lands  at  that  place. 

Andrew  Ferby  poflefled  this  feat,  the  manor  of 
Hockenden,  and  other  premifes  in  this  parifh,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  and  lies  buried  in  this 
church,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Sa/>/e,  a fefs  ermine,  be- 
tween three  goats  heads  erafed  argent.^  In  whofe  de- 
fcendants  it  continued  down  to  Leonard  Ferby,  efq. 
who  refidcd  at  this  feat,  which  he  much  improved  j 
one  of  the  gateways  belonging  to  it  ftill  bearing  the 
initial  letters  of  his  name,  and  the  date,  1632.  He 
was  knighted  in  1629,  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Sir  Percival  Hart,  and  then  fettled  on  her  in  jointure 
his  feat  in  Paul’s  Cray,  his  manor  of  Hockenden  in 
St.  Mary  Cray,  and  his  capital  meffuage  called  W al- 
kins,  alias  Waklins,  and  other  premiles  in  Paul’s  Cray, 
and  died  at  Dartford  in  1679,  after  which  his  grand- 
fons,  Maniford  Feerby,  of  Farningham,  efq.  andCa* 
therine  his  wife,  and  Leonard  and  John  Feerby,  his 
brothers,  (fons  of  Percival  Feerby,  efq.)  conveyed  this 
eftate  in  1686  to  George  Gifford,  of  Penis,  in  Fawk- 
ham,  efq.  whofe  fon  and  heir,  Thomas  Gifford,  efq, 
dying  without  iffue  male,  his  eftates  became,  partly  by 
his  will,  and  partly  by  defcent,  the  property  of  his  three 
daughters  and  coheirs  i Margaret,  married  to  Thomas 
Petley,  efq.  Mary,  to  John  Selby,  of  the  Mote,  in 
Igham,  efq.  and  Jane,  firft  to  Finch  Umphrey,  gent, 
and  afterwards  to  P’rancis  Leigh,  of  Hawley,  efq. 

In  1718,  a partition  was  made  of  feveral  of  the 
eftates  left  by  his  will  to  his  daughters,  Mary  and  Jane, 

^ Philipott,  p.  320.  ' Ibid.  p.  log. 
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and  among  others,  one  moiety  of  this  feat  and  eftate, 
was  by  it  allotted  to  Francis  Leigh,  and  Jane  his  wife, 
who  were  before  poflefifed  of  the  other  undivided  moiety 
of  it.  They  in  1722,  by  their  truftees,  conveyed  this 
eftate  to  Mr.  William  Chapman  ; on  whofe  death  his 
fon,  Richard,  poflefted  it  j but  dying,  without  male 
ifllie,  Eleanor,  his  daughter,  carried  it,  firft,  in  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Richard  Abbot,  and  then  to  Mr.  James 
Chapman.  She  left  only  by  her  laft  hulband,  one  fon, 
James,  and  a daughter,  Anne,  who  married  the  Rev. 
Edmund  Faunce,  late  vicar  of  Sutton  at-Hone. 

James  Chapman,  efq.  the  fon,  on  his  father’s  death, 
became  intitled  to  this  manor,  with  the  feat  and  eftate 
belonging  to  it,  of  which  he  is  the  prcfent  pofieflbr, 
and  refides  here.  He  married  Mils  Maw'e,  by  whom 
he  has  three  fons  and  four  daughters,  the  eldeft  of  the 
fons,  James  Chapman,  jun.  efq.  of  the  fecretar}'^  of 
ftate’s  office  for  the  war  department,  married  in  1792, 
Mifs  Greenwood,  of  New  Norfolk-ftreet,  London. 

By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  concealments  an  inquifition 
.was  taken,  anno  19  king  Edward  IV.  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  Thomas  Sutton,  clerk,  and  others,  were 
poflefted  of  a fourth  part  of  the  manor  of  BrokCy  in 
this  pariffi  j which  they  conveyed  to  Thomas  Walfing- 
ham,  efq.  who  poflefled  it  at  his  death  in  the  7th  year 
of  that  reign,®  when  it  was  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his 
duchy  of  Lancafter,  by  knights  fervice. 

CHJRITIES. 

Arabella  Kingsman,  by  will,  in  1751,  gave  tow'ards  the 
putting  of  children  of  this  parifli  to  fchool,  a fum  of  money, 
being  now  ^ol.  veiled  in  the  3 per  cent.  Bank  annuities. 

Richard  Chapman,  by  will,  in  1724,  gave  a like  fum  of 
money  for  the  fame  purpofe,  veiled  in  the  hands  of  James  Chap- 
man, at  the  interell  of  4 per  cent. 

John  Ferby,  efq.  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  by  deed  in 
his  life-time,  founded  an  alms-houfe  in  this  parifli,  which  he  or- 
dered by  his  will,  to  be  regulated  in  every  thing  accordingly 
by  it. 
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This  parifli  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  c/zWe/e  of  RocheHer,  and  of 
Dartford.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Paulinus.  It 
confifts  of  two  ifles  and  a chancel,  having  a low  pointed 
fteeple  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  are  three  bells. 

In  this  church,  among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions,  are 
the  following  : — ■/«  ///e  cJiancel,  a grave-ftone  and  memorial  for 
Mr.  Henry  Frith,  of  North  Cray,  fon  of  John,  and  grandfon 
of  Mr.  Roger  Frith,  fome  time  re£lor  of  this  place,  obt.  1697, 
ast.  78  ; another  for  John  Alhley,  A.  M.  reftor  of  this  parifli  41 
years,  obt.  July  18,  1703,  aet.  63;  and  Hannah,  his  wife,  obt. 
ibQi.aet.  44;  and  two  of  his  children,  who  died  young.  On 
another,  a memorial  for  William  Scrafton,  A.M.  reftor  of  this 
parifli  38  years,  obt.  Jan.  31,  1743,  £et.  64;  and  Frances,  his 
wife,  obt.  1738,  ast.  78;  and  for  their  grandfon,  lieut.  Thomas 
Sharpe,  who  was  loft  in  the  Ramilies,  on  Feb.  15,  1760,  aet.  24. 
In  the  north  ijle^  a grave-gone,  with  a fmall  plate,  having  an 
infcription  in  black  letter,  for  John,  fecond  fon  of  James  Smythe, 
of  London,  gent.  obt.  1 584 ; above  is  his  figure  in  a winding 
flieet.  In  the  ujijier  end  of  the  fouth  ifle^  on  a grave-ftone  a brafs 
plate,  with  the  remains  of  an  infcription  in  black  letter,  for  John 
Feerby,  gent.  obt.  14  . . under  the  infcription  were  the  figures  of 
himfelf  and  his  wife,  under  him  4 fons,  and  under  her  2 daugh- 
ters. Many  of  the  family  of  Ferby  of  Paul’s  Cray-hill,  are  buried 
in  this  church,  but  the  chancel  belonging  to  them  in  it  having 
tumbled  down,  continues  ftill  a heap  of  ruins,  covering  their 
grave-ftoiies  and  monuments  fo  much,  as  to  prevent  the  difcovery 
of  any  of  them.  It  is  fliut  out  from  the  reft  of  the  church  by  a wall.*^ 

The  patronage  of  it  was  formerly  appendant  to  the 
manor  of  Paul’s  Cray,  and  continued  fo  till  Sir  Simon 
de  Crey,  lord  of  that  manor,  enfeoffed  Walter  de 
Trailly  in  this  ad vowfon,  among  other  premifes,  part 
of  the  manor  of  Paul’s  Cray,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned. His  defcendant,  John  Traylie,  poflefled  them 
in  the  34th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIH.  the  Herons  were 
patrons  of  this  church,  from  whence  it  was  alienated  to 
the  family  of  Walfingham,  and  from  them  to  Betenfon, 
from  whom  it  pafled  to  the  hon.  Thomas  Townfhend, 

^ See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church  at  large, 
in,  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  1001. 
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of  Chefilhurft,  whofe  fon  the  right  hon.  Thomas,  lord 
vifcount  Sydney  is  the  prefent  patron  of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Greypaulir  was  valued  at  eleven  marcs.®  It  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  i2.1.  13s.  4d.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  il.  5s.  4d.‘‘  There  are  twenty-two  acres  of 
glebe  land  belonging  to  it. 

By  a commijfion  of  enquiry  in  1 6 50,  it  was  returned, 
that  Paul’s  Cray  was  aparfonage,  with  an  houfe,  and 
eighteen  acres  of  glebe  land,  all  worth  fixty  pounds  per 
annum  j one  matter  Snelling  preaching  there.' 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  ’whom  jirefented. 


Sir  Thmas  W AJingham^  hit 


Colonel  Sel’wyne 

Hon.  Thomas  To'wnjhend. 


t Srev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
l>  Eft.  Thef.  p.  38a. 
i Pari.  Surveys;  Lambeth  libr. 
k Reg.  RofF.  p.  1 13. 

1 He  was  canon  of  Windfor  in 
1453,  and  was  prebendary  of  Troll  in 
the  church  of  St.  David.  Antiq.  of 
Berkfh.  vol.  iii.  p.  250.  He  died  in 
147a.  Le  Neve's  Fafti,  p.  379. 

Reg.  Roff.  p.  588. 


RECTORS. 

Robert  de  Lodefdone^  in  1316.’' 
William  Hermer^  '‘4S3*' 

John  Seman,  1557.™ 

Roger  Frith. 

Laurence  Snelling,  deprived  in 
1637." 

John  Ajhley,  inftitiited  in  1662, 
obt.  July  18,  I 703. 

William  Scrafton,  A.  M.  inftit. 
Nov.  19,  1 703,  obt.  Jan.  31, 

1743- 

77/0.  Kingsman,  ob.  July  1 752.® 
Ed-ward Barnard, ind.  Sep. 

28, 1 752,  obt.  Dec.  2,  1781.P 
John  Symons,  ind.  May  23,  i 782, 
the  prefent  reitor. 

n He  was  cenfured  and  deprived, 
for  not  reading  the  Book  of  Sports. 
Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  459. 

• He  and  his  two  predeceflors  were 
buried  in  this  church. 

P Afterwards  head  mafter  of  Edion 
fchool  ; in  1760  canon  of  Windfor, 
provoft  of  Edton  college,  and  vicar  of 
Ofpringe  in  this  county. 


FOOT’S 


O-'-^,  ^ ^ ^ t '^^3 Si 

3^7\  ^A  i , d^  f'.  iitU  A,  i-  s-  ^-i.  sr  / ^ df^J) 

n f t'  t hKi^  t r\^  /.^.  ^yt.-i' J «-/ <r'*/ A 

0>  / 

0^,?  V %..  h 

^ ^ ■ ff 

%.  n ^ /y^po  ^ 2 6J.ii£u 

^ V/ 


>5 


ft,.-,.  /-  t t /X^  2’i.-)qn 

I-  i/  ^fr~  J C t^t 

t ■ / / * ^ M ^ ^ 


M.-dc 


Hy\ 


M ‘ ' , ; -7  * l''^  >9 


»/  ij  iM  ff  i 


fc(f(  Stf  'K.  /X-<-  y/i/^/A  d O*'^/  ^ \ tj'il^ 
iLa  'fjiXi  l ef^  O^xry^  /S  S y 


. j O V If 

..yy^r  ry  ^ ^ ^ 


rs- 

♦ ( 


t..CX- 

/?c^A./,  ly^f-  oU>- 

^ V.  if  ' 01-^  .5-"/>v*-  /t  (?<%.-<-t-6? 

/c^, 'X;-. 

• x.-x  //.*  '» 

a;. 

Me  ^tf  «-r-  SA  K^>C^^-''-h 
A/le^V  , ^V-i'^*-':  “-  I 

,f  J,XX  ' 

/h'r^'C  ' A?'-  , 

•f  , A 


A C /A  < * *1  •• 


y t v'^x  1' 


.»%<.»•  r-^-' 


, f,  <v/  i^t.  ^'n.  >,'  Xr  IK  iA  Xj 

i/ A I.S,  e/  H.  A-i'^  1 

r/*  •,.  /X.  $ <r,,h^  /.-/■  ■ ^ « ' ; i 


r«^-  r 


tC  V^Jt. 


'.  C'  tJloA  V '^Ifc  -V4  '*-\; 

' i ". . ^ ■«<»^' /; 

^ •^T*.  t^^..  hi\\ 


Jl  aKI-Sy  ^'i'i^•  , «r  ^ 


■^  ■-  ^ V -a^  *. » ' ' ■*■  7 ' “ 


..V  ..  ■.;  » ~f  . "»  . . ...••-  ^ .,-1 

* * ,,'j  '.7  ‘-•_^i'  ■Sr  . )«  .i^ 


W .J6 


, .H^nV  ■■jVs 

-I*  ^ 

•-^r  , # ^ • . ►. 

a ' 


..^,.4<i--  ^ ' 


5 ,^.  . -i,  > ^ ''  . 

'^•■^.«  t'^HAV»r*a\.,!<;v^  ” 'vifL,  V. 

*^..  ; U * . ' * ■ 


H--'  .-  „ , * ^ ..  »•,  : 


t • • 

-A .V .. -wi.  .,:x^, :v  , ^ 


♦ .*■  1 ^ . ^ L **  •—  * V v^  ‘ .'  1.  * . . . ^ 


‘T*  • •*  - ’ V \ ^ * ' f 

. - . ,'  1^'  ••.!  ^ . .Tt  Jf-  -••*?» 


1 


Jri-  S'*" f" 

(^^.*^•#4.  ^ o--’vO  J't^A^  J 


f ^A^-:»a-i  M.  .1 


J-AAl- 


j Qa.*^..*  ci  ^y  hu  e '<  - '~‘'’- 

Uk^<  k-  i.<>-.'->  krrrt^err.-  2-7 


» T W ^ V ^ ^ 


/iU  M-^, 

/BXU  


5'c.-v  i?]^  /£</^vu^  kns^tOfii 


:r 


<SS^  ^.  .r*.f  (?  Ci  M -c  S< 

^ -'  ^ »/L 


S <-  C't  'Lr^-  ff^  2-// 


V.  A <- 

lo  /Iv-  8 /'^'■J^  «■'•  ^ •^; 

t:-.  »>»o 


^hc^  W.  #>^<Jt  *^l  A*v 

/ ./  .r  i 


(7(4/^  ^ Si^'K4t  ^ ^ 


a A.  ; ■' 


\‘-K  t.  4.f;(  ^ ^^4-,  JS*  ^ ^yT 

-J  r ^ 

r 1 If  £ 

A.  >v-‘D  li  Lt  4Ct  vv  f£ 

.4vv  d i/^  A (?^%  t//.^  ^ 

^ ^ t-i  <^  (^  / ^ -“V 

2-  ^ 


t ol  / 


/ 

r*^ 


j > * f / 

v' Cit,  -^-- f f%,  ^ »>  iT 


^t<./'Ut.  C-^' 

^ ^ A n,  /'!.  a -.  T'.  ^ Iv^A  4?-A  J{ 

6dj^  %y^ /)-l^ 

' '^s  A 

/ 


/ / 

/ ? OC.  '■  Ai.j 


L \ H 

A 1 

4 

A. 

m 

< vC  /* 

j 4 a , ,1^** 

/^'  -'  *■  ^ ^4. 

'c  ? ? 

/ ? »' 

<•<(..  <* 

l».  Ur 

-✓ 

{•' 

^ 5-#^  ?t 

■Tt  f> 

‘3»"i  f 

f. 

1 

\--K- 

^ K, 

* ^ 

n/  lf“ 

T / 
fV  X^/1 

f 

cx* 

.:/•5t'>^ 

/ 

V 

< 

-iH.'  f V 

•Wi 

/ 

4* 

x»*t.  % 

. 

f 

/ A 

V if  »t. 

.> 

X’  ■c^J^.L.-ij 

r' 

./ 

^ ^4' 

/ 

«.  t/f.-  V .^!.-’i_ 

^ /-f  . v^./,l,.^  ^,.  „/;4,./7;:.  ^ 

l >i..'  //t,> 2/'-'''  /?c-/ "?5JX. 


^ /X  t £.f  ^ ^ £ ivr  t d 4 i ijf 


’ . ’ ^ sr>^  I.  w - - ^ a-vv.  V ^ 

A ^"Ci  t^-/  /<y>^<-  U. 

^>yiOL'Ky^'-'J/  c^  Cke^'^i  i^tl^-  /Ccj^k^C^  / 

G%^  ' A-'-j^'t-d--*^  (? A.  ^ 


^ ^<>t<  i-'^  Cy^y  /-j-c  ^' 

✓\  • # . O ^ . A ' ! 


L..  Vj  A-»vc  A<-v  ^ t/ 

^V  €"  T Ax*  */y^  /I  - 

olf.  t U-  <.  4 ^ 

/ 

>'1.4.-  v/  r i^~xa-^4<.  /<5>  *2.^  __ 

.Vniiu<.  fnif  ^£Uv^4  pi>../<-^ 

//j  -t-  {X-<.^T.V’  iOrl  <J*X  t't^ 

/ A u • ' / / 

<A  «-v  mov^,v^  M l.  CirJ^\ '-j  1-iXftif 

Z^A^vit  *)  f-7^)<xn.c  i^  2.  i 

/4.  t /■* /Z.v»^ 

(Xlrffl^t^.  ^ A jA^- /^■x.wh-'^y 

a t.  ru  1-7,.  /lu-  /^  (?<.  OpO^'^^ 

ol'  VC 

/ i?  f / ^ (X- 

(svi^  y^  fXX.t  </  L t »>  t (»V  iv 

4l  y^A.\^Lj  C7'^u^  ^''  ^ ^ 


foot’s  CRAY. 


135 


FOOT’S  CRAY. 

NEXT  to  Paul’s  Cray,  northward,  lies  Foot’s 
Cray,  which  takes  its  narpe  from  the  owner  of  it  in 
the  time  of  the  Saxons,  one  Godwin  Fot,  (Fo/  in  the 
Saxon  tongue  fignifying  the  fame  as  Foot  in  Englifh), 
and  from  the  river  Cray  which  runs  through  this  pa- 
rifh.  It  is  alfo  frequently  written  Votes-Cray,  and 
Foets  Cray,  in  old  deeds  and  writings. 

The  high  road  which  leacls  through  the  centre  of 
this  county  from  New  Crofs  toWrotham,  and  thence 
to  Maidftone,  Cocks-heath,  and  the  Weald  of  Kent, 
pafles  through  this  parifh.  Near  the  eaft  end  of  which 
a fmall  ftreet  of  houfes  built  on  each  fide  of  the  above 
road  forms  the  village  of  Foot’s  Cray,  at  the  eaft  end 
of  which  the  river  Cray,  crolling  that  road,  and  having 
turned  a mill,  directs  its  courfe  towards  North  Cray. 
Foot’s  Cray  park  almoft  adjoins  the  village,  on  the 
north  fide  of  it,  near  which  the  church  ftands.  Hence 
the  ground  rifes  weftward  tow'ards  Sidcup,  at  about 
half  a mile  diftance  from  whence,  towards  the  weftern 
bounds  of  this  parifh,  it  is  very  dreary  and  unpleafant, 
and  much  covered  with  coppice  wood,  and  the  foil  is 
very  poor,  being  much  of  it  either  a gravel  or  cold 
unfertile  clay.  It  contains  about  fevend  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land. 

At  the  time  of  the  taking  of  Domefday,  in  the  reign 
of  the  Conqueror,  this  place  was  part  of  the  poflefilons 
of  Odo,  the  great  bifliop  of  Baieux,  and  carl  of  Kent, 
the  king’s  half  brother;  accordingly  it  is  entered  in 
that  furvey  under  the  general  title  of  the  bifliop’s  lands : 

Fhe  -fame  William  (Fitzoger)  holds  of  the  bijhop 
( of  Baieux ) Crai,  It  zvas  taxed  at  half  a fuling.  The 
arable  land  is  . In  demefne  there  is  i carucate^ 

and  8 villeins^  with  i carucate  and  an  half  and  4 cot^ 
tagerSi  and  i mill  of  10  (hillings.  There  is  i few  ant-, 

K 4 (ind 


136  RUXLEY  hundred. 

and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  6 hogs.  In  the  time  of 
king  Edward  the  Confejfor  it  was  worth  4 pounds,  and 

Fot. 

afterwards  3 pounds,  now  4 pounds.  Goduin  held  it  of 
king  Edward. 

On  the  bifliop  of  Baieux’s  difgrace  in  1084,  his 
eftates  were  all  confifcated  to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  John  Robert  de  Crevequer  held 
one  knights  fee  in  Foot’s  Cray,  and  William  de  Eynes- 
ford  held  it  again  of  him.  After  which  this  place  was 
held  by  the  family  of  Rokelle.  Gregory  de  Rokefle 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I. 
His  fon  Roger  de  Rokefle  feems  to  have  poifelTed  only 
a moiety  of  this  eftate,  the  other  being  polTelTed  by 
Thomas  de  Warderoba.  Roger  de  Rokefle  palTed 
away  his  intereft  in  It  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,  to 
John  Abel,  who  died  polTelfed  of  it  in  the  1 6th  year  of 
king  Edward  II.'*  his  fon  Walter  Abel  conveyed  it  to 
Sir  Simon  de  Vaughan,"^  who  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  In  the  book  of  which  it  is 
thus  entered. 

“ Of  Sir  Simon  Vagen,  and  the  prior  of  St.  Mai*}’’, 
of  South warke,  for  one  fee  in  Fotifcrey,  which  the 
“ heirs  of  Thomas  de  Wardroba,  and  the  tenants  of 
“ Robert  Crevequer,  held  of  Hamon  Crevequer ; of 
which  Simon  holds  one  moiety,  viz.  that  part  which 
was  Robert  Crevequer’s  j and  the  prior  holds  the 
“ other  moiety,  which  was  the  aforefaid  Thomas’s,  in 
“ the  fields  called  Le  Hoke  and  Craywode,  in  diis 
“ parifli.” 

Sir  Simon  Vaughan  died  polTefled  of  the  manor  of 
FotisCrey,  who  lies  buried  with  his  wife  under  an  altar 
tomb  in  this  church,  with  their  figures  at  length  on  It. 
His  defcendant,  Hamo  Vaughan,  died  owner  of  It  in 
the  1 8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  and  left  an  only 
daughter  and  heir,  Alianore,  who  carried  it  in  mar- 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  aniii.  \ Philipott,  p.  109. 
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riage  to  Warner,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  John 
Warner,  efq.  of  Foot’s  Cray,  who  was  fheriff  of  this 
county  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  But  this 
family  at  length  ended  in  two  daughters,  and  coheirs, 
one  of  whom  married  John  Heron,  and  the  other  Den- 
ham ; and  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  this 
manor  was  allotted  to  the  former.  His  defcendant, 
Chriftopher  Heron,  efq.  in  the  aiftyear  of  king  Henry 
VIII.  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  Edmund  Walfing- 
ham,  whofe  defcendant.  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  prin- 
cipal fecretary  of  ftate  to  queen  Elizabeth,  about  the 
middle  of  that  reign,  alienated  fome  part  of  the  lands 
by  fine  in  the  yth  and  8th  of  that  reign  to  John  Ellis, 
and  the  manor  itfelf,  with  the  remainder  of  the  de- 
mefne  lands  fome  years  afterwards  to  Mr.  John  Gelli- 
brand,  of  London  whofe  defcendant,  Mr.  Samuel 
Gellibrand  pafled  it  away  by  fale  in  1 694  to  Mr.  George 
Perkins,  gent,  of  Lambeth,  on  whofe  death  it  defcended 
to  his  fon,  John  Perkins  ; who,  dying  without  ifliie 
male,  Mary,  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  Edward  Townfend,  of  Brockley,  in 
Deptford,  who  joined  with  his  wife  in  the  fale  of  part 
of  the  dcmefne  lands  to  Bourchier  Cleve,  efq.  to  en- 
large his  poflTefllons  about  Foot’s  Cray  Place,  and  they 
are  now  in  the  pofTelTion  of  Benjamin  Harenc,  efq. 

But  the  manor  of  Foot’s,  alias  Votes  Cray,  with  the 
refidue  of  the  demefne  lands,  defcended  to  their  three 
fons  and  coheirs  ; who,  in  1764,  alienated  it  to  John 
Calcraft,  efq.  of  Ingries,  who  died  pofleflfed  of  it  in 
1772,  and  his  eldeft  fon,  by  his  will,  became  intitled  to 
it,  by  whofe  truftees  it  was  afterwards  fold  to  Charles 
Stewart  Minfliaw,  efq.  the  prefent  owner  ofit. 

A CQurt-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  which  extends 
over  part  only  of  this  parilh.  The  tenants  are  all 
freeholders,  and  it  appears  by  the  court  rolls,  that  fome 
of  the  lands  within  it  are  held  by  heriot  fervice. 

‘ Philipott,  p.  no.  See  his  life  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  iv.  p.  2188. 
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Foot’s  Cr ay-place  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  which 
was  built  on  that  part  of  the  demefnes  of  the  manor  of 
Foot’s  Cray,  which  was  fold  by  Sir  Francis  Walfinuham 
by  fine,  anno  7 and  8 queen  Elizabeth,  to  John  Ellis  • 
from  which  name  this  eftate  pafled  to  Limen,  and  from 
thence  to  Smith,  in  which  it  remained  till  the  heirs  of 
Mr,  George  Smith  alienated  it  to  Bourchier  Cieve,  of 
London,  pewterer,  who  pulled  down  the  old  feat,  and 
erefted,  at  fome  diftance  northward  from  it,  an  elecrant 
manfion  of  free-ftone,  built  after  the  mode],  tho^uah 
with  fome  few  alterations,  of  the  late  earl  of  Weft- 
moreland’s  feat  at  Mereworth,  who  defigned  it  after 
one  of  Andrea  Palladio,  built  for  a Vincentine  Gentle- 
man on  the  bank  of  the  river  Bacchiglione,  near  the 
city  of  Venice,  At  the  fame  time  he  inclofed  a park 
round  it,  which  he  embellilhed  with  plantations  of  trees 
and  an  artificial  canal,  which  flows  the  whole  length  of 
the  park,  at  about  a quarter  of  a mile’s  diflance  from 
the  houfe,  feeming  from  thence  a natural  ftream,  though 
It  is  but  an  artificial  cut  from  the  river  Cray,  which 
runs  ] lift  by.  ^ 

He  died  pofTefled  of  it  in  1760,  leaving  by  Elizab-th 
his  wife,  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  who,  in 
1765,  carried  this  feat,  with  other  pofl'eflions,  in  mar- 
riage  to  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.  The  anceftor  of 
whofe  family  was  Walter  Yonge,  efq,  who  is  mentioned 
in  the  vifitation  of  Devonfhire,  taken  in  1620,  to  be  a 
younger  fon  of  the  Yonges  of  Berkfhire,  and  to  have 
lettledin  Devonfhire  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
Sir  Jolin  Yonge,  on  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles 
Jl,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baronet.  Sept  26 
13  king  Charles  II.  from  whom  defcended  the  prefent 
baronet.  They  bear  for  their  arms.  Ermine  on  a bend 
beHveen  two  cot izes  fable,  three  griffins  heads  or.  They 
in  1772  joined  in  the  fale  of  Foot’s  Cray-place,  with 
the  reft  of  their  eftate  in  this  parifh,  to  Benjamin  Ha- 
renc,  of  London,  efq,  fheriff  of  this  county  in  iini- 
who  now  refides  here.  ^ 


Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Pulloccil,  or  PuUyfon  Draper,  who  was 
lord  mayor  in  the  26th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  was 
[ fon  of  William  Pullocil,  of  Foot’s  Cray. 

SiDCUP  is  a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  lying  on  the  Maid” 
done  road,  and  was  fo  called  from  a family  who  for- 
merly poflefled  much  land  in  and  about  it.  Thomas  de 
Sedcopp  was  owner  of  this  eftate  in  the  35th  year  of  • 
king  Henry  VI.  as  appears  by  his  deed ; wherein  ftyl- 
ing  himfelf  of  Chefilhurft,  he  grants  to  Bernard  Ca- 
vell,  gent,  of  the  fame  place,  a parcel  of  his  land  here, 
called  Eftfeld  and  Groves.  It  confifts  at  prefent  of  a 
fmall  ftreet  of  houfes,  among  which  is  an  inn  of  much 
refort,  and  two  or  three  gentlemens  houfes,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  is  a feat  which  belonged  to  Chriftopher 
Hull,  efq.  who  refided  here,  and  died  poflefled  of  it  in 
1790,  having  married  the  widow  of  Mr.  Eaftchurch, 
of  Maidftone,  After  of  Lewis  Cage,  efq.  by  whom  he 
had  no  iflTue.  He  devifed  his  intereft  in  it  to  his  ne- 
phew of  the  fame  name,  now  of  London,  gent,  who  is 
at  prefent  intided  to  his  intereft  in  it,  but  it  is  in  the 
occupation  of  lady  Hardy. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

This  parifh  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Dartford.  The  church  ftands  at  the  back  of  the  vil- 
lage on  the  north  fide,  clofe  to  the  corner  of  Foot’s 
Cray  park.  It  is  a fmall  mean  building,  confifting  of 
, two  ifles  and  a chancel,  having  a low  fpire  fteeple  at  the 
weft  end,  and  is  feemingly  of  high  antiquity.  It  is  de- 
dicated to  All  Saints. 

In  this  church,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments 
and  inferiptions  : — In  the  cha?icel,  a grave-ftone  and  memorial  for 
John,  the  infant  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Marfliam,  and  Margaret,  his 
wife,  obt.  1682 ; a grave-ftone  and  brafs  plate  and  infenption  in 
black  letter,  for  Thomas  Myton,  reftor  of  this  church,  obt.  Jan. 
30,  1489;  on  the  fouth  fide  a fmall  monument  and  infeription, 
ftievying  that  in  the  cemetery  at  the  eaft  end  of  this  chancel,  is 
E'  buried  William  Smith,  rector  of  this  parifli,  obt,  Aug.  4,  1765. 
In  the  north  chancel^  on  an  altar  tomb,  under  an  arch  on  the  north 

fule, 
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fide,  are  the  figures  in  ftone  of  a man  In  armour  and  his  wife,  || 
with  their  heads  refting  on  cufliions,  that  of  the  man  is  much  bro-  ij 
ken,  but  the  woman  is  entire,  with  a dog  at  her  feet ; they  are 
very  antient,  and  of  rude  fculpture  ; Philipott  fays  they  reprelent  i 
Sir  Simon  de  Vaughan  and  his  wife,  and  were  entire  when  Ro-  | 
bert  Glover  made  his  colleftions  of  the  Kentifli  monuments,  in  >1 
the  eaft  window  of  the  great  chancel  are  thele  arms,  very  antient, . i 
argent,  a chevron  gules  between  three  mullets  pierced  table,  im-  | 
paling  argent  a faltier  engrailed  azure,  bearing  the  arms  of  Abell.'  | 

The  advowfon  of  this  church  was  part  of  the  pof-,  i 
feflions  of  the  priory  of  St.  Mary  Overy  in  Southwark^  i 
fo  early  as  the  reign  of  king  Edward  1.“  and  Teems  to 
have  been  part  of  that  moiety  of  this  place  which  therj 
prior  paid  aid  for,  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward 
as  hath  been  already  mentioned. 

The  patronage  of  it  continued  in  the  prior  and  con--| 
vent  of  St,  Mary  Overie  till  its  final  diflblution,  whichil 
happened  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  whenij 
the  priory,  together  with  the  revenues  and  pofleffionsi^ 
belonging  to  it,  were  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands.''.  I 
The  advowfon  of  this  church,  thus  becoming  part  off] 
the  royal  revenues,  has  remained  fixed  there  ever  fince„(i 
the  king  being  the  prefent  patron  of  this  redtory. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was.- 
valued  at  one  hundred  fliillings." 

This  redtory  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  > 
books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  42I.  1 75,-^ 
the  yearly  tenths  of  which  are  1 6s.  4d.’' 

By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  enquiry  in  1650,  iflliingr 
out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Foot’s  Cray  was 
a parfonage  fequeftered,  with  a houfe  and  feven  acres 
of  land,  all  worth  thirty-five  pounds  per  annum,  one 
mailer  May  preaching  there.’' 

‘ See  the  monuments  and  in-  " Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  . 
feriptions  in  this  church  at  large,  Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis, 

in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  954.  ’ Pari.  Surveys,  Lamb.  libr. 

" Tan.  Mon.  p.  537.  vol.  xix. 

Stry.  Sto.  Surv.  b.  iv.  p.  9; 
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I s Reg,  Roflf.  p.  588. 

» Vacant  by  death.  Rym.  Feed. 
^0].  xix.  p.  531.  ' 

b Ibid.  p.  614.  He  was  prefented 
o Artimers,  in  the  diocefe  of  Peter- 
borough. 
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Thomas  Flyton^  obt.  Jan.  30, 
1489. 

John  Smith,  in  15  37.*, 

Holt. 

Adam  mi/on,  D.  D,  June  25, 
1633,  obt.  1634.“ 

Edward  Foliait,  L.L.  B.  June 
9,  1634.'' 

John  Rowlands,  M.  A.  pre- 
fented June  12,  1734,  obt. 
1660.*^ 

Jfaac  Hunt,  clerk,  i6go. 

John  Hancocks,  clerk,  prefented 
1691. 

John  Whittell,  1720,  obt.  1726. 
Richard  Lucas,  inftit.  July  26, 
1725. 

Uffington,  May  12,  1739. 

William  Smith,  1747,  obt.  Aug, 
4,  1765. 

Gwyn,  June  1766, 

Thomas  Moore,  M.A.  1768.  Pre- 
fent  retflor."* 

c Ibid.  p.  615. 

<*  In  1768  a difpenfation  pafled,  for 
his  holding  this  reftory  with  that  of 
North  Cray. 


I NORTH  CRAY 

LIES  the  next  parifh  north-eaftward.  It  is  fo 
ailed  from  the  river  Cray,  and  from  its  fituation, 
>eing  the  northernmofh  of  the  three  parithes  before 
mentioned,  which  take  their  names  from  it. 

North  Cray  and  Ruxley  were  formerly  two  diftinft 
>ariflies,  and  continued  fo  till  they  were  united  by 
ardinal  Pole,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  1557. 

* This 
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This  parifli  is  Exceeding  pleafant  and  heakhy,  be-  i 
ing  fituated  on  a gravelly  Ibil,  and  in  a well  frequentedli: 
neighbourhood.  The  high  road  from  the  Grays,,  , 
which  may  be  ftiled  the  garden  of  this  part  of  Kenty^\\ 
and  Orpington  to  Bexley  paffes  through  the  village  offi 
N orth  Cray,  in  which  is  a neat  feat  called  Wollet-hall^^\ 
late  belonging  to  Neighbour  Frith,  efq.  of  London,,  I 
who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1776,  and  devifed  it  by  j 
his  will  to  his  nephew,  the  Rev.  Edward  Cockayn,,|i 
who  has  fince  changed  his  name  to  Frith,  and  is  the*'! 
poflellbr  of  it,  but  Mr.  Trimmer  is  the  prefent  0C--1I 
CLipier  of  it. 

The  river  Cray  takes  its  courfe  on  the  eaftern  fide*i! 
of  this  parifh,  and  having  pafled  the  gardens  of  North  . I 
Cray-place,  Woolet-hall,  and  Vale  Mafcall,  at  which:! 
laft  it  forms  a beautiful  cafcade,  it  flows  on  to  Bexley.  .|i 

On  the  louth  fide  of  this  parilh  is  manor  boufe  of^ 
Ruxley,  feated  on  a fine  eminence,  juft  above  the  13th  | 
mile  ftone,  in  the  high  road  to  Farningham  j and  by  i 
the  foundations,  which  ftill  may  be  traced  in  the  farm . | 
yard,  the  antient  manfion  appears  to  have  been  a . | 
large  pile,  fuitable  to  the  eminent  families  who  have  | 
refided  in  it.  The  prefent  building  is  a neat  houfe, 
which  was  enlarged  not  many  years  fince,  and  the. 
lands  contiguous  to  it  now  laid  out,  and  much  im- 
proved, by  Mr.  James  Bedell,  the  late  occupier  of  it. 

This  place  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
his  half  brother  Odo,  the  great  bifliop  of  Baieux,  and 
earl  of  Kent,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands 
it  is  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken 
about  the  year  1080. 

The  fame  Jnfchitillus  de  Ros  holds  of  the  hifhop  (of 
Baieux)  another  Cray.  It  was  taxed  at  half  a fuling. 

The  arable  la^id  is In  demefne  there  is  i carucate, 

and  7 villeins^  with  5 borderers,  having  i carucate.  I here 
is  1 mill  of  pence,  and  5 fervants.  Wood  for  the  pan- 
nage  of  ^ hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
fefjbr,  wid  afterwards,  it  was  worth  4 pounds,  and  now 

three 
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:hree  pounds.— Thefe  two  ejlates  were  2 manors  hi  the  time 
of  king  Edward  the  Con/ejjor,  and  now  they  are  in  one 
manor.  Alwin  held  the  fame  of  Alnod  Gilt. 

Thefe  two  eftates  are  North  Cray  and  Paul’s  Cray- 
the  latter  of  which  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  farne 
owner  as  the  former,  viz.  Anchitillus  de  Ros ; and 
the  defeription  of  the  latter  immediately  precedes  that 
of  North  Cray,  above  recited  in  Domefday.  Moll 
likely,  when  the  property  of  them  was  feparated, 
which  happened  no  long  time  after,  they  again  be- 
came twodiftin6t  manors,  and  asfuch  they  now  remain. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  North  Cray  was 
become  pait  of  the  pollefiions  of  a family,  who  were 
feated  in  the  adjoining  parifli  of  Rokcfle,  now  called 
Ruxley,  and  alfumed  their  furname  from  it.  Mal- 
gerius  de  Rokefle  was  feated  there  at  the  time  of  the 
iurvey  of  Domelday.  His  defeendanr,  Sir  John  de 
Rokelle,  accompanied  king  Richard  I.  into  Palef- 
tine,  and  was  prefent  with  that  prince  at  the  fiege  of 
Aeon  there,  with  many  others  of  the  Kentilli  gentry. 
He  died  polielfed  of  thefe  eflates,  and  from  him  th^* 
afterwards  delcended  to  his  grandlon,  Gregory  de  Ro- 
kefle, a perfon  of  no  fmall  account  in  his"^  time,  hav- 
ing been  lord  mayor  of  London  feveral  times.  He 
was  alfo,  as  appears  by  the  chartularies  of  London, 
keeper  of  the  king’s  exchange  there,  and  affay  mafter 
general  of  the  king’s  mint,  and  was  a good  benefac- 
tor to  the  Grey  Friars.'  Fie  died  in  the  20th  of  that 
reign,  and  w'as  buried  in  the  choir  of  the  church  of  the 
friars  above  mentioned,  now  called  Chrift  church,  but 
his  monument  has  been  long  defaced.^  His  fon.  Sir 
Richard  de  Rokefle,  was  a perfon  of  no  lels  reputa- 
tion, being  fenefchal  and  governor  of  Poiclou  and  Mon- 
treal, in  Picardy,  in  the  ifl  year  of  king  Edw^ardll.’s 

Philipott,  p.  108.  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  ii.  p.  106. 
HowePs  Londin.  p.  312.  Nich.  Hift.  Lib.  p.  2 (;4. 

Stow,  book  iii.  p.  129,  132.  Coll,  Aug.  Min.  part  ii.  p.  c. 
Newc.  JRep.  voi.  i.  p.  461.  ^ ^ 

reign. 
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reign.  He  is  faid  to  have  borne  for  his  arms  a coat 
limilar  to  the  lord  Leybornes,  viz.  Afefsgules,  be- 
tween fix  lions  rampant yet  this^  coat  was  not  oorne. 
by  all  the  different  branches  of  it ; for  John  de  Ro* 
kefle,  grandfon  of  Gregory  before  mentioned,  who  was 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Lullingftone,  in  this  county, 
bore,  A crofSy  and  in  the  dexter  quarter  a rooky  as  ap- 
pears by  his  grave-ftone  in  that  church.  Sir  Richard, 
above  mentioned,  married  Joan,  fifter  and  heir  of 
[ohn  de  Criol he  left  by  her  two  daughters,  his  co- 
heirs, of  whom  Agnes,  the  eldeft,  married  Thomas  de 
Poynings ; and  Joan,  the  youngeft,  became  the  wife 
of  Hugh  de  Pateaml ; notwithftanding  which,  upon 
his  de£h,  the  manor  of  North  Cray  defcended  to  a 
younger  branch  of  the  family  of  Rokefle,'‘  and  in  the 
2oth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  it  was  held  by  Roger 
de  Rokefle,  jun.  and  his  coparcenors,  who  then  paid 
aid  for  it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Crey.  This  Roger 
de  Rokefle  it  feems  died  without  iffue,  and  this  manor 
devolved  to  Poynings,  as  next  of  kin,  whofe  defcend- 
ant,  Robert  de  Poynings,  fon  of  Richard  de  Poyn- 
ings, by  Ifabel,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  lord  Fitz 
pain,  died  anno  25  Henry  VI.  being  then  poffefled  of 
the  manors  of  Rokefle  and  North  Cray,^  leaving  Alia- 
nore,  the  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Percy,  his  coufin,  and  heir, 
who  had,  in  her  right,  pofTefTion  granted  of  the  ma- 
nors and  lands  of  her  inheritance,  among  which  was 
the  manor  and  advowfon  of  North  Cray ; but  the 
manor  and  advowfon  of  Rokefle  went  to  Robert, 
youn^^er  and  only  furviving  fon  of  the  above  menti- 
oned\obert  de  Poynings,  as  will  be  hereafter  fliewn. 
This  antient  and  right  noble  family  of  Percy,  derive 
their  defcent  from  Mainfred  de  Perci,  who  came  out 
of  Denmark  into  Normandy. 

Camden’s  Rep.  p.  213.  ‘ Dug-  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  77'- 

'■  Pat.  I king  Edw.  ii.  p.  i.  ^ Phihpott,  p.  108.  ^ 

Ryiu.  Fa'd.  tom.  iii.  p.  19.  ' Hch.  ejiis  anni. 

William 
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William  de  Perci,  his  dired  delcendant,  came  into 
England  with  William  the  Conqueror.  He  had  the 
lurname  of  Gernon  or  Algernon,  and  being  much  in 
favour  with  that  king,  enjoyed,  through  his  bounty, 
vaft  potieffions  in  this  realm.*" 

His  defcendant,  William  de  Perci,  had  four  fons, 
who  all  died  ilTuelefs,  and  two  daughters,  Maud,  mar- 
ried to  William  earl  of  Warwick,  who  aftenvards  died 
without  iffue  ; and  Agnes  to  Jofceline  de  Lovaine,  a 
younger  fon  of  Godfrey  duke  of  Brabant,  who,  on 
their  father’s  death,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  be- 
came his  coheirs.  This  Agnes,  before  Ihe  accepted 
of  Jofceline  de  Lovaine  for  her  hufband,  covenanted 
with  him,  that  he  fliould  either  bear  the  arms  of  Percy ^ 
Azure  jive  fitfils  in  fefs  or,  and  omit  his  own;  or  con- 
tinue his  own  arms,  and  take  the  furname  of  Percy  to 
him  and  his  pofterity  for  ever.  He  chofe  the  latter* 
and  continued  to  bear  the  arms  of  Brabant,  Or,  a lion 
rampant,  azure  j and  from  this  marriage  fprung  the 
Percys,  earls  of  Northumberland,  who  afterwards 
made  lb  illuftrious  a figure  in  the  annals  of  this  king- 
dom. In  a direft  line  from  the  above  marriage  was 
defcended  Henry  lord  Percy  of  Alnwick,  who  being 
prefent  as  marfhal  of  England,  at  the  coronation  of 
king  Richard  II.  was  then  advanced  to  the  title  of 
earl  of  Northumberland,  and  in  the  yth  year  of  that 
reign  made  a knight  of  the  Garter; 

This  great  earl,  who  was  flain  in  rebellion  in  the 
9th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  married  firft  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Ralph  lord  Nevill,  by  whom  he  had  three 
fons ; of  whom  Henry,  the  eldeft,  furnamed  Hot- 
fpur,  was  flain  in  the  battle  of  Shrewfbury,  in  his  fa- 
ther’s life  time. 

He  married  lecondly  Maud,  fifler  and  heir  to  An- 
thony lord  Lucy,  and  widow  of  Gilbert  de  Umfraville, 
earl  of  Angus,  by  neither  of  whom  fhe  had  any  iiiue. 

* Diigd.  Bar.  vol.'i,  p.  269,  et  feq.  ^ Lei.  Itin.  vol.  viii.  p.  6. 

U,  f.  ^ She 
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She  joined  with  the  earl  in  fettling  a large  portion  of 
her  great  inheritance,  in  cafe  fhe  fliould  die  without 
ilTue  upon  Henry  lord  Percy,  his  Ton  and  heir,  by  his 
firft  wife,  on  condition,  that  he  and  the  heirs  male 
of  his  body  Ihould  bear  the  then  arms  of  Percy,  that 
is,  of  Brabant  quarterly,  with  the  arms  of  Lucy,  Gules, 
three  lucies,  argent,  in  all  fhields,  banners,  and  fo  forth, 
vvhenlocver  there  fhould  be  occafion  of  bearing  and 
fliewing  forth  their  own  paternal  arms ; which  agree- 
ment  was  made  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and  by 
his  fpecial  command. 

The  gallant  and  high-fpirited  nobleman,^  Hotfpur 
lord  Percy,  left  a fon,  Henry,  who,  upon  his  humble 
petition  to  parliament,  in  the  2d  year  of  that  reign, 
that  the  king  had  enabled  him  to  be  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, notwithftanding  any  forfeiture  of  his  ancef- 
tors,  and  praying  a general  reftitution  to  thern  in 
blood,  and  all  their  hereditaments,  which  were  intailed, 
had  it  then  granted  to  him.° 

He  was  fucceeded  in  his  honours  by  Sir  Henr}^  Percy, 
lord  Percy,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  married,  as  has  been 
above  mentioned,  Alianore,  daughter  of  Richard  de 
Poynings,  deceafed,  and  next  heir  of  his  father,  Robert 
dePoynings,  baron  Poynings,  Bryan,  and  Fitzpain;  on 
whofe  death,  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  Sir 
Henry  became,  in  right  of  his  wife,  intitled  to  the 
manor  of  North  Cray,  with  other  great  inheritance  in 
this  county,  and  elfewhere,  of  which  he  had  poffeflion 
granted  next  year.  Succeeding  likewife  by  this  mar- 
riage to.  the  above  baronies,  he  was  fummoned  to  par- 
liament as  lord  Poynings,  the  writ  being  directed, 
Henrico  Percy  Hno  de  Poynings,  chival.  He  was  fl3,in 
in  the  39th  year  of  that  reign,  fighting  on  the  king  s 
part,  at  the  fatal  battle  of  Towton-field,  in  York- 
fhire ; and  the  next  year,  being  the  ill  of  Edward  IV. 
an  aft  of  attainder  palled  againft  him,  king  Heniyq 


“ Cott.  Rec.  p.  540,  S4S- 
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the  queen,  and  others,  for  the  death  of  Richard  duke 
of  York.p 

^ Henry  lord  Percy,  his  fon,  was  in  his  minority  when 
his  father  was  flain,  and  was  kept  in  the  Tower,  till 
the  9th  year  of  that  reign,  when  he  was  releafed,’  and 
Iwore  allegiance  j and  next  year,  on  the  refignation  of 
the  title  of  earl  of  Northumberland  by  John  Nevill, 
who  was  thereupon  created  marquis  Montacute,  had 
that  dignity  reftored  to  him,  and  he  had  fumnions  to 
parliament  as  earl  of  Northumberland,  in  the  12th 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  the  fame  year  an  adt 
palled  to  reftore  him  In  blood  to  that  earldom,  and  all 
fuch  hereditarnents  of  the  late  earl,  as  came  to  the 
king’s  hands,  in  his  9th  year,  and  the  attainder  made 
againft  him  was  made  void.*’  After  winch  he  was 
made  R.  G.  honourably  employed  by  him  through- 
out his  reign,  and  in  the  ift  of  king  Richard  III.  he 
was  cqnftituted  lord  high  chamberlain  ; afterwards^ 
repairing  with  all  his  Ifrength  to  the  king  at  the  fatal 
battle  of  Bofw'orth-field,  he  was  taken  prifoner;  but 
in  confideration  of  the  neutrality  w^hich  he  kept  there, 
he  was  taken  into  king  Henry’s  favour,  and  made  one 
of  his  privy  council,  &c. 

In  the  4th  year  of  that  reign,  being  commanded 
by  the  king  to  levy  the  aids,  which  he  was  extorting 
from  the  people,  and  entering  Yorkfhire  for  this  pur'^ 
pofe,  the  people  conceiving  that  the  earl  was  the  caufe 
ot  it,  tumultuoully  rofe  and  murdered  him,  near 
Thrilk,  in  that  county. 

Henry  Algernon,  his  eldeft  fon,  becam.e  the  fifth 
earl  of  Northumberland,  and  was  K.  G.  and  in  the 
l2th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  was  one  of  the  chief 
commanders  of  the  king’s  forces  in  the  battle  of 
Blackheath,  againft  the  lord  Audley  and.  others,  and 
the  year  afterwards  had  pofleffion  granted  of  his  lands ; 

’’  Dugd.  Bar.  vol  i.  p.  281.  Cott.  Rec.  p.  670 
^ Cott.  Rec.  p.  681,  689. 
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and  dying  in  the  i8th  year  of  that  reign,  was  buried 
at  Beverly,  leaving  feveral  children ; of  whom  Henry, 
the  eldeft  Ion,  fucceeded  his  father  in  titles ; and,  in 
the  19th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had  poffeffion 
granted  of  all  the  lands  which  defcended  to  him  as 
heir  to  his  father  ; and  having  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Talbot,  earl  of  Shrewtbury,  whom  his 
father  had  caufed  him  to  marry,  to  prevent  his  giving 
umbrage  to  the  king,  by  his  addreffes  to  Anne  Bul- 
len,  of  whom  he  had  been  much  enamoured.  He 
died  without  iffue,  in  the  2.9th  year  of  that  reign,  and 
was  buried  in  the  church  there.  The  year  before  his 
death,  being  poffefled  of  this  manor  of  North  Cray, 
he  that  year,  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Northumberland, 
lord  of  the  honour  of  Cockermouth,  baron  of  Percy, 
Lucy,  Poynings,  Fitzpayne,  and  Bryan,  warden  ot 
the  Eaft  and  Middle  marches  of  Wales,  and  K.  G. 
granted  to  the  king,  whom  he  ftiles,  Ihe  moji  dreads 
invincible.,  and  moJi  excellent  Prince^  Henry  VIII.  all 
his  manors,  caftles,  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments, within  the  realm  of  England,  though  the  year 
before  this,  an  ad  had  pafled,  for  afluming  to  the 
king  and  his  heirs,  all  the  lands  and  pollefllons  of  this 
earl,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  heirs  of  his  body. 

This  manor,  thus  coming  into  the  king’s  hands,  he 
granted  it  in  his  36th  year  to  Sir  Roger  Cholmley,  to- 
gether with  the  redory  and  advowfon  of  the  church 
of  North  Cray  appendant  to  the  manor,  to  hold  in 
capite: 

Sir  Roger  Cholmeley  was  the  natural  fon  ot  :5ir 
Richard  Cholmondeley,  or  Cholmeley,  a younger  fon 
of  the  Cholmondeleys  of  Chefhire,  and  in  the  27th  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  being  then  fergeant  at  law,  w^as 
chofen  recorder  of  London,  and  in  the  33d  year,  one 
of  that  city’s  reprefentatives  in  parliament,  and  after* 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  anni,  pt.  3 and  pt.  18. 
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xvards  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  and  then  chief 
juihee  oi  the  king’s-bench.^ 

He  held  this  eftate  but  two  years;  for  in  the  qSth 
year  of  that  reign  he  alienated  this  manor  and  ad^w- 
lon  to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,'  the  fon  of  Thomas  Bowes 
of  the  city  of  York,  and  being  of  the  Goldfmiths’ 
company,  was  lord  mayor  of  London  in  the  :27th 

° A buried  in  the  church 

H St.  Mary  Woolnoth,  London,  with  his  three  wives. 
He  bore  for  his  arms,  Evminey  three  bowes  infefs  ereEl 
inks,  on  a chief  azure,  a fwan  argent  billed  and  member  ed 
gules,  having  in  its  bill  an  annulet  or,  between  two  leo. 
pards  faces  of  the  laf.'^ 

By  the  aft  of  the  ad  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI. 
ois  lands  and  pofleffions  were  difgavelled.  He  died 
anno  9 queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  fucceeded  in  this 
manor  of  North  Cray,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  it,  by  William  Bowes,  his  fon  and  heir, 
ivho  held  it  tn  capite.  He  died  without  male  iffue 
leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ned  to  William  Buggin;  and  Anne,  to  Sir  Edward 
i^owler,_who,  in  right  of  their  refpeftive  wives  be- 
came  joint  poflefibrs  of  his  eftates;'"  but  upon  a par- 
tition of  their  inheritance,  in  the  year  1634,  this  ma- 
nor,  together  with  the  advowfon,  became  the  foie 
property  of  Mr.  William  Buggin;  whofe  defeendant, 
John  Buggin,  efq,  fold  them  about  the  year  1710  to 
Thomas  D’Aeth,  efq.  afterwards  created  a baronet  in  ' 

\ Narborough 

Aeth,  efq.  about  the  year  1738,  in  the  fale  of  both 
manor  and  advowfon,  the  manfion-houfe,  called  North 
Cray-pJace,  and  other  premifes  belonging  to  them  in 
thisparilh,  to  Jeffry  Hetherington,  efq.  who  refided 

“cP-  ”3'  ‘ EPch.ejus  an.  pt.  ii. 

Low's  Surv  "h  ••  “ Strype’sStow’sSurw.  book 

MO  V s Siiry.  bookv.  p.  160.  ij.  p.  161.  bk.  v.  p.  ,,2.  Coll 
Ibid,  fecond  Appendix,  page  9.  Aug.  Min.  pt.  ii.  p.  4 ' 
tJudg.  Ong.  p.  86,  88.  Philipott,  p.  109 
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liere  ; and  dying  unmarried,  pofleffed  of  them,  in  . 
1767,  by  his  will  devifed  them,,  among  his  other 
ellates  in  this  county,  to  his  only  furviving  brother, 
the  Rev.  William  Hetherington,  fellow  ot  Eaton- 
college,  and  reftor  of  Farnham  Royal,  in  Bucking- 
hamlhire  ; a gentleman,  whofe  univerfal  benevolence 
and  liberality  of  mind,  gained  him  the  praife  and  ad- 
miration of  every  one.  He  died  in  1778,  unmarried, 
and  by  his  will  (his  younger  brother,  Mr.  Samuel 
Hetherington,  having  died  likewife  unmarried,  in 
I '765)  devifed  them,  among  his  other  eftates,  to  Iho-. 
mas  Coventry,  efq.  delcended  of  the  fame  anceilors, 
as  the  prefent  earl  of  Coventry.  He  is  the  prcfent 
owner  of  this  manor  and  advowfon,  and  refides  here. 
Mr.  Coventry  is  a widower  ; his  wife,  Mrs.  Coventry, 
died  in  1779?  without  iffue. 

This  manor  has  a court  leet  and  court  baron,  and 
the  cuilom  of  the  manor  is  for  the  jury  in  the  leet  to 
prefent  two  perfons  to  the  lord,  or  his  ftew'ard,  for  the 
office  of  conftable  of  the  parifli  of  North  Ciay,  out 
of  which  they  appoint  one.  In  the  court  baron  the 

tenants  are  all  freeholders. 

Robert  Poynings,  carver,  and  fword  bearer  to  Jack 
Cade,  after  he  had  been  pardoned  for  being  in  that 
rebellion  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  raifed 
another  rebellion  in  this  place,  in  the  3 2d  of  that  reign. 

Rokesle,  otherwife  Ruxley,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  was  a diJiinSi  parijh,  from  North  Cray,  till 
it  w'as  united  to  it  by  cardinal  Poole,  archbithop  of 
Canterbury,  in  1557. 

This  place,  as  well  as  North  Cray,  w'as  given  by 
William  the  Conqueror  to  Odo,  biffiop  of  Baieux,  his 
half  brother;  and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered  in  the 
furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  in  that  prince’s  reign  under 
the  general  title  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux’s  lands. 

In  Helmejlrei  hundred,  Malger'ms  holds  Rochelei  of 
the  bifhop  (of  Baieux ) . It  was  taxed  at  1 fuling.  The 

arable  land  is In  demefne  there  h 1 car  acute 

and 


and  an  half,  and  lo  villeins,  with  lo  borderers,  having 
2 caraaites  and  an  half.  Tiber e is  i mill  of  12  Jhillings, 
IV lodfor  the  pannage  of  3 hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  Confejjhr  it  was  worth  4 pounds,  zvhen  he  re- 
ceived it  3 pounds,  and  nozv  100  Jhillings.  Alured  held 
it  of  king  Edward, 

This  Malgerius,  from  his  polTeflion  and  lefidence 
at  this  place,  alTumed  the  furname  of  Rokefle,  being 
called  Malgerius  de  Rokefle,^  and  notwithftanding 
the  difgrace  and  forfeiture  of  the  bilhop  of  Baieux, 
continued  in  the  polfeflion  of  Rokefle,  though  the  fee 
of  it  was  granted  to  Hugh  de  Crevequer,  who  held  it 
in  capite,  by  barony  of  the  king,  as  of  his  callle  of 
Dover,  it  making  part  of  the  barony  of  Crevequer. 
Of  him  it  was  held  by  Malgerius  de  Rokefle,  by  the 
tenure  of  performing  watch  and  ward  within  the  caftle 
for  a certain  time,  according  to  his  proportion  of 
land.  His  defcendant,  Sir  John  de  Rokefle,  who  atr 
tended  king  Richard  I.  into  the  Holy  Land,  died 
poffefled  of  this  places  and  from  him  it  defcended  to 
Richard  de  Rokefle,  who  held  it  in  the  ^th  year  of 
king  Edward  1.^ 

In  the  2ift  year  of  that  reign,  John  de  Rokefle, 
was  owner  of  Rokefle,  and  then  endeavoured  to  get 
his  lands  here  exempted  from  fuit  and  fervice,  at  the 
hundred  court,  but  the  jury  gave  it  againft  him.“ 
He  died  polfelTed  of  it  in  the  29th  year  of  Edward  I. 

In  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  TI.  this  place  w^as 
held  by  Sir  Richard  de  Rokefle,  fenefchal  and  governor 
of  Poidlou  and  Montreal  in  Picardy,  who  died  without 
male  iflfue,  leaving  by  his  wife  Joan,  After  and  heir 
ot  John  de  Criol,  tw^o  daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom 
Agnes,  the  eldefl,  married  Thomas  de  Poynings  j 
and  Joan,  the  youngeft,  married  firft  Hugh  de  Pate- 
fliull,  and  fecondly  Sir  William  le  Baud,’'  w'ho  in  her 

p.  182,  Harris’s  Hift.  Kent,  p.  263. 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  anni.  ® Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  771. 
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right  became  pofTeffedof  this  manor,  and  died  owner 
of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  111.  In  remem- 
brances of  which  marriages  the  arms  of  Baud,  ‘Three 
chevrons^  hi  chief  a label  of  three  -points.,  impaling  Ro- 
kelle,  and  of  Rokefle  impaling  Criol,  were  carved  on 
the  roof  of  the  cloifters  at  Canterbury;  and  in  St.  Pe- 
ter’s church,  in  Canterbury,  were  the  coats  of  Rokefle 
and  of  Poynings,  fingle ; and  of  Poynings  impaling 
feverally  Rokelle,  Talbot,  Norwood,  and  Fitzpain  ; 
and  of  Baud  impaling  Rokelle.  The  arms  of  Ro- 
kelle were  likewife  in  the  windows  of  Sheldwich  church. 

Their  fon,  Sir  William  Baud,  died  in  the  50th  year 
of  king  Edward  III.  polTelfed  of  it,  with  the  advow- 
Ibn  of  the  church  of  Rokelle,  holden  of  the  king  of 
his  caftle  of  Leeds,  as  of  the  barony  of  Crevequer,  by 
homage  and  fealty,  and  by  the  fervice  of  paying  to  the 
ward  of  Dover  caftle,  Richard  de  Poynings  being  his 
kinfman  and  next  heir,’’  who  was  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  Thomas,  grandfon  of  Thomas  de  Poynings, 
who  married  Agnes,  the  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Sir  Richard  de  Rokelle,  and  filler  of  Joane,  mother 
of  the  faid  William  le  Baud  laft  mentioned.  He  died 
polTefted  of  this  eftate  in  the  i ith  of  king  Richard  II. 
holding  it  by  the  tenure  before  mentioned.'’  On  his 
death  Ifabel,  his  widow,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert 
lord  Fitzpain,  held  it  in  dower,  till  her  death,  in  the 
17th  year  of  that  regin;  upon  which  Robert  de 
Poynings,  their  fon,  fucceeded  to  them,  and  died  pof- 
lelTed  of  them  in  the  25th  of  king  Henry  VI.'*  His 
eldeft  fon,  Richard,  whofe  daughter,  Alianore,  mar- 
ried Sir  Henry  Percy,  died  in  his  life  time,  fo  that 
Robert  de  Poynings,  the  younger  and  only  furviving 
fon  of  Robert, became  intitled  to  it,  and  died  poflelTed 
of  it  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded by  his  fon.  Sir  Edward  Poynings,  a man  much 
in  favour,  both  with  king  Henry  VII.  and  VIll.  be- 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  aiini.  ^ Ibid,  ^ Ibid. 
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ing  governor  of  Dover  caftle,  lord  warden  of  the  five 
ports,  and  K.  G.  who  died  pofleffed  of  them  in  the 
14th  year  of  the  latter  reign, having  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Sir  John  Scott,  by  whom  he  left 
no  iflue,  though  he  had  feveral  natural  children.  He 
died  not  only  without  legitimate  illue,  but  without 
any  collateral  kindred,  who  could  make  claim  to  his 
ellates ; fo  that  this  manor  and  advowfon,  among 
others,  efcheatcd  to  the  crown,  and  were  afterwards 
granted  by  king  Henry  VlII.  to  Thomas  Cromwell, 
earl  of  Effex,  who,  in  the  31ft  year  of  that  reign,  had, 
among  others,  an  ad  palled  for  difgavelling  his 
lands  and  pofleflions  in  this  county  on  whofe  at- 
tainder and  execution,  in  the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign, 
they  reverted  again  to  the  crown  ; four  years  after 
which  the  king  made  a grant  of  them,  among  other 
premiles,  to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  to  hold  in  capite^  by 
fealty  only.^  He  was  fucceeded  in  them  by  William 
Bowes,  efq,  his  fon  and  heir;  after  which  they,  de- 
Icended  in  the  fame  courfe  of  ownerfliip  that  the  ma- 
nor of  North  Cray  did,  to  Sir  Narborough  D’Aeth, 
bart.  who,  about  1746,  conveyed  them  to  Jeffry  He- 
therington^  efq.  to  whom  he  had,  about  feven  years 
before,  fold  the  manor,  and  appendant  advowfon  of 
North  Cray.  He  died,  unmarried,  in  1767,  and  de- 
vifed  them  by  his  will  to  his  only  furviviiig  brother, 
the  Rev.  William  Hetherington,  who  died,  unmar- 
ried likewife,  in  1778,  and  by  his  will  devifed  this, 
among  his  other  eftates,  to  Thomas  Coventry,  efq, 
now  of  North  Cray-place,  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of 
them. 

The  antient  flrucffure  of  the  church  of  Rokedey  is 
flill  ftandirig,  at  a very  i'mall  diftance  from  the  manor 
houfe : it  has  been  many  years  made  ufe  of  as  a barn, 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  136. 

^ See  an  account  of  Cromwell,  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  iii.  p.  1538. 
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for  the  ufe  of  Rokefle  farm.  In  the  chancel  part  there 
yet  remains  two  confeffionary  flails,  with  mitred  arches 
and  feats  in  them,  and  near  them  the  receptacle  for 
holy  water. 

Several  lands  in  Chefilhurfl,  Foot’s  Cray,  and  Hor- 
ton Kirby,  are  held  of  this  manor.  It  has  a court 
baron  held  for  it. 

There  was,  in  1650,  a chief  rent  of  two  fliillings 
payable  from  the  meffuage  of  Ruxley  to  the  manor  of 
Horton,  known  by  the  name  of  redvelet  money.^ 

Mount  Mascall  is  fituatedin  that  part  of  the 
parilh  of  North  Cray  next  Bexley.  This  feat,  which 
Bands  on  an  eminence,  having  a double  avenue  of 
trees  in  front  of  it,  down  to  the  road,  is  built  on 
part  of  the  lands  antiently  belonging  to  a manfion 
which  flood  two  fields  fouthward  from  it,  which, 
though  now  almoft  unknown,  was  once  of  fome  note, 
being  called  Jacket's -court,  from  the  owners,  who  re- 
lided  in  it ; and  Philipott  faw  an  old  roll  of  Kentilh 
arms,  wherein  Jacket,  of  Jacket’s-court,  is  recorded  ; 
but  the  arms  were  fo  obliterated  by  time  that  he  could 
not  diftinguilh  what  they  w'ere. 

From  this  family  it  went  by  fale  to  Switzer,  a name 
of  long  ftanding  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  gentlemen ; 
one  of  whom,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  con- 
veyed it  to  Edmund  Cooke,  elq.  of  Lefnes-abbey  in 
this  county,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Plenty  Cooke  of  that 
place,  fecond  fon  of  John  Cooke  of  Broadwater,  in 
SulTex,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Griles,  three  crefeents 
and  a canton,  argent}  By  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir 
of  John  Nichols,  comptroller  of  London-bridge,  he 
left  two  furviving  fons,  Lambert  and  George. 

Lambert  Cooke,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  of  Mount  Maf- 
call,  but  died  without  furviving  iflue.  George,  the  fe- 
cond  fon,  was  of  Bexley,  and  by  Anne,  daughter  of 
Sir  Timothy  Lowe,  of  Bromlejq  had  two  fons ; of 

' Vifit.  Co.  Kent,  1690. 
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whom  George,  the  eldeft,  was  of  Mount  Mafcal, 
which  he  palied  away,  together  with  Jacket’s-cotirt, 
to  Sir  John  Leman,  the  fecond  Ton  of  John  Leman, 
efq.  of  Gillingham,  in  Norfolk,  who  bore  for  his  arms. 
Azure,  a fefs  between  three  dolphins  naiant,  embozved, 
argent.  He  was  lord  mayor  of  London  in  i6i6;  and 
afterwards  alienated  them  to  William  Wiffin,  citizen 
of  London;  whofe  daughter  and  heir,  Hannah,  be 
ing  married  to  Thomas  Bayles,  efq.  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  he  became  poffefled  of  this  eftate,  and  cori- 
tinued  owner  of  it  in  1670;  after  which  he  paffed  it 
away  by  fale  to  Sir  Thomas  Fitch  of  Eltham,  de- 
fcended  from  the  Fitches  of  Eflex,  who  bore  for  their 
arms,  Fert,  a chevron  between  three  leopards  heads,  or. 
Sir  Thomas  bore  the  like  within  a bordurc  gtdes  •,  he 
was  made  a baronet  Sept.  7,  in  the  laft  year  ot  king 
James  II.  and  died  poffefled  of  both  Mount  Mafcal 
and  Jacket’s-court  in  1688. 

By  Anne,  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard 
Comport,  gent,  of  Eltham,  who  bore  for  his  arms. 
Argent,  on  a chevron  gules,  between  three  torteauxes,  as 
many  quarterfoils,  or,  which  coat  was  granted  to  his  an- 
ceftor  Chriftopher  Comport,  of  Eltham, in  1663,  by 
Sir  Edward  Walker,  garter.'  He  left  Sir  Comport 
Fitch,  bart.  his  only  fon,  who  was  of  Eltham,  who 
died  in  lycio,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Alice, 
to  whom  the  inheritance  of  both  Mount  Mafcall  and 
Jacket’s-court  defcended.  She  carried  them  in  mar- 
riage, in  1740,  to  Sir  John  Barker,  bart.  of  Sprough- 
ton,  in  Suffolk,  who  died  poffeffed  of  them  in  1757, 
leaving  one  fon.  Sir  John  Fitch  Barker,  bart.  who  died 
without  iffue. 

Lady  Barker,  on  her  hufband’s  death,  became  by 
her  marriage  fettlement  again  poffeffed  in  fee  of  both 
Mount  Mafcall  and  Jacket’s-court,  and  afterwards  re- 
married with  Philip  Brooke,  efq.  of  Naflon,  in  Suffolk, 

“ Cc  II.  Bar.  vol.  iv.  p.  702. 
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and  furviving  her  fon.  Sir  John  Fitch  Barker  above- 
nientloned,  died  in  having  by  her  will  devifed 

this  eftate  to  Ifabella,  Elizabeth,  and  Thurland,  three 
of  the  daughters  of  her  hulband  Philip  Brooke,  by  his 
former  wife.  They  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  John 
Maddocks,  elq.  one  of  the  king’s  council,  and  a 
bencher  both  of  Lincoln’s-Inn  and  the  Middle  Temple, 
who  refided  here,  and  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1794, 
leaving  his  widow  furviving,  who,  by  the  devife  of  his 
will,  now  refides  in  it,  and  likewife  three  fons,  John 
Edward,  who  married  the  Hon.  Mifs  Craven,  filler  of 
lord  Craven,  and  refides  at  Holly-hill,  in  Erith ; Jo- 
feph;  andErafmus,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Shovel 
Blackwood,  elq.  of  Chariton,  in  this  county.  Mount 
Mafcall  had  not  before  been  inhabited  by  the  owners  of 
it  for  ^me  years,  Sir  Robert  Lad  broke,  an  alderman  of 
London,  formerly  refided  in  it,  and  fome  years  ago  Sir 
William  Calvert,  and  before  him  Sir  William  Billers, 
both  aldermen  of  London. 

Vale  MascallIs  a finall  feat, which  Hands  at  the  end 
of  the  avenue  of  trees  leading  up  to  Mount  Mafcall,  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  road  near  the  river,  which  is 
here  elegantly  difpofed,  as  well  as  the  grounds  adjoin- 
ing to  it. 

It  was  built  not  many  years  fince  by  Thomas  Tafli, 
efq.  lecond  fon  of  Sir  John  Tafh,  late  ajderman  and 
lord  mayor  of  London,  on  part  of  the  Mount  Mafcall 
eftate,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Barker,  bart.  on  whole 
death,  in  1757,  by  fomeomiflion  in  lady  Barker’s  fet- 
tlement,  the  inheritance  of  Vale  Mafcall  and  its  appur- 
tenances, paired  to  their  Ion,  Sir  John  Fitch  Barker, 
bart.  who  died  without  ilTue  in  1766,  and  by  his  will  de- 
vifed  it  to  Robert  NalTau,  efq.  lecond  fon  of  the  hon. 
Richard  Savage  NalTau,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Roch- 
ford.  He  fold  it  to  the  late  John  Maddocks,  efq. 
whole  eldeft  fon,  of  the  lame  name,  afterwards  refided 
in  It,  till  he  removed  to  Erith.  It  now  belongs  to  this 
family,  but  is  inhabited  by  Mr.  Burdett. 


It 
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It  appears  by  the  efcheat- rolls,  that  in  the  19th  year 
of  king  Edward  IV.  the  priorcfs  and  convent  of  Dart- 
ford  were  poflcfled  of  lands  in  North  Cray.'"  After 
the  fuppreflion,  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  36th  year, 
granted  to  Henry  Cooke  part  of  them,  called  Jordens, 
alias  Joydens,  wood,  containing  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  in  this  and  the  adjoining  pariflies  of  Hartford 
and  Wilmington,  to  hold  in  capite,"  and  in  the  5th  of 
king  Edward  VI.  Edward  Cooke,  his  fon  and  heir,  was 
found  to  poffefs  them.” 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  Martin  Bowes  and  William  Solthwood,  in  1557, 
gave  by  will  a fum  of  money,  for  12  halfpenny  loaves,  to  be  dif- 
tributed  every  Sunday  by  the  churchwardens  to  12  poor  people, 
or  houfekeepers,  and  one  to  the  clerk,  amounting  to  il.  6s.  ten 
lliillings  towards  the  repairs  of  the  church,  and  2S.  a piece  to  the 
churchwardens,  in  all  40s.  payable  out  of  eflates  belonging  to  the 
Goldfmith’s  Company,  in  which  it  is  veiled,  for  the  wardens  to 
pay  the  fame  to  the  minifter  and  churchwardens,  now  of  the  above 
annual  produce. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN,  before  the  year  T712,  gave  three  tene- 
ments, and  a fmall  piece  of  garden,  for  the  ufe  of  the  parifli  poor, 
who  are  placed  in  them  by  the  parifli  officers,  the  fame  being 
veiled  in  the  parilh. 

The  Rev.  William  Hetherington,  in  his  life-time  in 
1771,  ere6led  upon  the  parifli  ground  5 tenements,  having  fmall 
gardens  to  them,  viz.  one  for  a fchool-houfe,  one  for  the  parifli- 
clerk,  and  the  other  three  for  3 poor  perfons  or  families,  not  re- 
ceiving alms,  the  fame  being  veiled  in  the  paridiioners,  and  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  minifter  and  churchwardens. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hetherington,  of  Queen’s-fquare,  Lon- 
don, in  1776,  gave  by  will  towards  a parifli  fchool,  in  money, 
tool,  veiled  in  the  reftor  and  churchwardens,  who  have  placed 
the  fame  in  the  New  South-Sea  Annuities,  and  it  is  increafed  to 
181I.  14s.  qd.  being  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I.  8s.  iid. 

The  Rev.  William  Hetherington  before-mentioned,  gave 
in  1777,  for  a fund,  to  keep  the  live  houfes  he  had  eredled  in  re- 
pair, and  other  purpofes,  at  the  diferetion  of  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  parifliioners  in  veftry, 
200I.  placed  in  Old  South-Sea  Annuities,  and  veiled  in  the  mi- 

T*n.  Mon.  p.  336.  n Rot.  Efch.  ejus  atini.  pt.  13.  «>  Ibid,  ejas  anni, 
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nifter  and  churchwardena,  being  300I.  in  flock,  of  the  annual 
produce  of  9I.  ' , 

Befides  the  above,  Peter  Collett,  alderman  of  London, 
who  lies  buried  in  this  church,  gave  to  it  24s.  per  annum ; Chris- 
topher Smith  ordered  by  his  will  that  the  heirs  of  Christo- 
pher Tin  gewick,  and  Agnes,  his  wife,  fliould  yearly  pay  out 
of  his  melTuage  with  its  appurtenances,  to  the  churchwardens, 
2od.  the  Sunday  next  before  Eafler,  for  ever,  with  power  to  diL 
train.  See.  Edward  Harvill,  clerk,  gave  by  will  to  thepoor 
of  this  parifli,  40s.  to  make  them  a flock,  an  account  thereof 
yearly  to  be  given  by  the  churchwardens,  with  Sir  Martin 
Bowes’s  gift.'l 

North  Cray  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  eiiocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Dartford.  The  church  is  a fmall  mean  building,  hav- 
ing a low  fpire  at  the  weft  end.  It  confifts  of  one  ifle 
and  a fmall  chancel.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  James. 

In  this  church  are,  among  others,  the  following  monuments  and 
inferiptions  : — In  the  cha7tcel,  on  a grave-ftone,  a memorial  for 
Jofias  Bui!,  24  years  reclor  of  this  church,  obt.  Od.  22,  1656, 
lEt.  54 ; a fmall  ftone  in  the  wall,  by  the  altar,  and  memorial  for 
Charles  Weale,  and  two  daughters  ; he  was  reftor  of  North  Cray, 
and  died  May  8,  1701,  set.  51.  On  the  north  wall,  oppofite  the 
above,  Jonathan  Reade,  redor,  anno  1709;  on  the  north  fide, 
above  the  pulpit,  a mural  monument  and  infeription  for  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  and  coheir  of  William  Bowes,  wife  of  William 
Buggin,  obt.  1657,  set.  79.  The  arms,  Bugginand  Bowes,  and 
their  feveral  quarterings.'* 

The  patronage  of  the  churches  of  North  Cray  and 
Ruxley  have  ever  been  appendant  to  thole  manors  ; 
and  as  fuch,  the  advowfon  ot  the  church  of  North  Cray 
cum  Ruxley  is  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  Thomas  Co- 
ventry, efq.  lord  of  thofe  manors,  as  before  noticed. 

In  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  a prefentation 
to  this  re6tory  was  exhibited  to  the  blftiop  of  Rochefter, 
who  commanded  his  official  to  enquire  of  the  right  of 
patronage,  by  inquifition,  who  found  that  the  church 

p See  Cuftumale  Roffen.  p.  39. 

'>  See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  at  large, 
in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  ioo6. 
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of  North  Cray  was  vacant  by  the  refignatlon  of  mafter 
Edward  Poynings,  and  that  the  lord  of  North  Cray 
was  the  true  patron  of  it,  viz.  Sir  Henry  Percy,  and 
the  lord  Robert  Poynings,  lord  of  the  manor ; and 
that  their  feoffees  prefented  Sir  William  Ipever  Chap- 
lain; that  the  church  was  neither  in  litigation,  nor 
payed  penfion  or  portion  ; that  the  payments  out  of  it 
were,  archdiaconal  procurations,  five  fhillings ; the 
finding  of  bread,  wine,  and  lights,  which  amounted  in 
a year  to  five  fhillings ; and  that  it  was  taxed  at  five 
marcs  ; and  according  to  that  taxation  the  reftor  paid 
towards  the  expences  of  the  proftors  of  the  clergy,  and 
other  contributions,  and  thus  the  true  annual  value  of 
the  benefice  one  year  with  another,  by  their  eftima- 
tion,  was  eight  marcs  ; that  the  redtory  was  wholly  ru- 
inous, and  that  the  defeft  had  happened  chiefly  through 
Thomas  Ripple,  the  redlor  there,  and  that  twenty  marcs 
would  fcarce  fuffice  for  the  fit  reparation  of  it ; and 
that  the  lafl:  retftor  had  received  nothing  towards  the 
repairing  of  it;  and  that  Sir  William  Nittingall,  who 
was  then  prefented,  was  in  priefts  orders,  and  of  fufii- 
cient  age,  but  whether  he  was  beneficed  elfev/here  they 
knew  not.  The  bifhop  therefore  admitted  him  to  this 
church,  and  inflituted  him  in  it,  with  all  its  rights  and 
appurtenances,  &c.  and  the  archdeacon  was  commanded 
to  indu6l  him.  See/ 

In  the  year  1557,  anno  5 and  6 of  Philip  and  Mary, 
on  the  petition  of  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  patron  of  the 
churches  of  North  Cray  and  Rokefley,  made  to  arch- 
bifhop  Pole,  then  cardinal  Legate,  fetting  forth,  that 
the  parifh  church,  of  Rokefley,  the  profits  of  which  did 
not  exceed  by  eftimation  the  fum  of  fix  pounds,  as 
well  in  the  fteeple  as  in  the  roof  and  walls  of  it,  was 
much  decayed  and  ruinous  ; and  that  there  was  no  one, 
efpecially  on  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  clergy  in 
thofe  parts,  who  could  be  conveniently  found  to  ferve 
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it,  infomuch  that  a prieft  could  not  be  provided  to  per- 
form the  fervice  there  for  fcarce  a fourth  part  of  the 
year,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  inconvenience^  of  the 
parilhioners ; and  praying  that  the  church  might  be 
fupprefled  and  wholly  abolifhed  as  a parifh  church,  and 
all  the  goods  and  rights  of  it  might  be  appropriated  to, 
and  incorporated  with,  the  church  of  North  Cray, 
which  was  not  diftant  from  it  above  one  mile,  and  had 
been  hitherto' well  and  fufficiently  repaired,  and  de- 
cently furnilbed  with  bells  and  other  necelTaries ; and 
that,  as  far  as  might  be,  the  ruinous  timbep,  Hone, 
mortar,  leads,  and  whatfoever  other  materials  there 
were  of  the  church  of  RokeOey,  or  its  appurtenances, 
in  building  or  other  neceflaries,  fliould  be  afligned  to 
the  upholding  of  the  church  of  North  Cray  5 and  that 
the  parilhioners  of  the  church  of  Rokefley,  who  did 
not  in  the  whole  exceed  the  number  of  ten  perfons, 
might  be  added  to  the  cure  of  the  church  of  North 
Cray  ; and  that  out  of  the  above  two  pariflies,  there 
might  be  made  one  and  the  fame  parilh,  under  the 
name,  flylc,  and  denomination  of  the  parifh  of  North 
Cray.  In  confequence  of  this  petition,  an  inquifition 
was  made  towards  effefting  the  above  union  ; who 
found  that  the  church  of  North  Cray,  all  outgoings 
being  fatisfied,  was  well  worth  tcin  pounds  yearly  ; and 
that  the  church  of  Rokefley  v/as  worth  in  like  manner 
eleven  marcs. 

To  which  petition  the  archbifhop  confented,  and  by 
virtue  of  his  legantine  power,  granted  his  faculty  to  the 
bilhop  of  Rochefter  that  year,  for  completing  this- 
union,  according  to  the  above-mentioned  petition,  and 
for  turning  to  common  ufe  the  churcii  and  church- 
yard, and  for  pulling  down  and  removing  the  building, 
as  far  as  might  be,  and  the  feveral  materials  of  it  to  the 
end,  that  out  of  the  price  for  which  they  were  fold,  the 
church  of  North  Cray,  when  it  wanted  reparation, 
might  be  upheld  in  its  buiding,  and  for  afligning,  ap- 
propriating, and  incorporating,  with  the  church  of 

North 
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North  Cray,  the  whole  fcite  and  precinft,  and  the 
tenths,  fruits,  profits,  obventions,  rights,  and  goods  of 
the  church  ot  Rokefley,  moveable  and  immoveable  for 
ever,  &;c.‘ 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Nordcray  was  valued  at  ten  marcs,  and  that  of  Rokef- 
ley at  eight  marks/  This  redlory  is  valued  in  the 
king’s  books  at  13I.  19s.  9fd.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at 
il.  7s.  I iid.“ 

By  virtue  of  a commijjion  of  enquiry  in  1650,  ifluing 
out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  North  Cray  was 
a parfonage,  with  a barn,  and  fome  thirty  acres  of 
glebe  land,  worth  ten  pounds  per  annum,  altogether 
lixty-five  pounds  per  annum,  mailer  Bull  then  preaching 
there."' 

There  has  lately  been  a new  parfonage- houfe  built 
in  this  parifli,  for  the  ufe  of  the  redlor,  there  having 
been  none  for  a great  number  of  years  before.  It  was 
built  chiefly  by  the  liberality  of  the  Rev.  William  He- 
therington,  the  patron  of  it. 


CHURCH  OF  NORTH  CRAY. 


PATRONS, 

O;  by  vjhofn  prefented. 

Lords  of  the  Manor  of  North  Cray. 


3 Rfg.  Rolf,  p,  5S8. 
t Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p,  45G. 

••  Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis, 
w Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-libr. 
* Reg.  Roft',  p,  269.  y Ibid. 


RECTORS. 

Thomas  Ripple.^ 

William  Ipeverd 
Edivard Poynhigs.,  refigned  1445/ 
MAlliam  Nitingall,  iiiftituted 
March  27,  1447/ 

Roger  Frith.'^ 

Edivard  Hariull. 

Jofias  Bull,  inftit.  1532,  obt. 
Odl.  22,  1656.^ 

Richard  Owen,  B.  D.  1656,  6bt. 
Jan.  1683/ 

z Ibid.  p.  268.  3 Ibid.  p.  269. 

b He  was  no  graduate, 
c He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
d He  had  been  vicar  of  Llthairt^ 
and  was  there  buried. 
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PATRONS^  Cs’c.  RECTORS. 

Lords  of  tht  ^lanort^  North  Cr'ay.  Charles  N eal^  obt.  May  8, 

1701.® 

Jonathan  Read^  obt.  1709. 

' Jacob  Rice,  obt.  Sept  1728. 

Ho/iton  IVilliams,  A.  M.  refigned 
' 1729.^ 

Jd^illiavi  Ayerjl,  D.  D.  inflituted 
• Dec.  24,  J729,  obt.  May  9, 
1765.® 

Hotham,  1765. 

Thomas  Moore,  prelent  reflor.'* 


e He  was  buneJ  in  ihii  church)  as  B See  Southflect. 
svas  his  fucc:eflor.  And  redtor  of  Foots  Cray. 

f See  Stourmouth,  »d  Prellon  by 
Wingham. 


BEXLEY 

I S the  next  parlfh  northward.  Ic  is  written  in  an- 
tient  deeds  Bekejley,  and  derives  its  name  from  the 
words  Becc,  or  Beke,  which  fignify  a ftream,  and /n',  a 
pafture.  In  Domefday-book  it  is  written  Bix ; in  the 
Textiis  Roffenjis,  Bixle,  and  now,  in  general,  Bexley. 

The  parifh  of  Bexley  is  very  extenfive,  being  about 
three  miles  acrofs  each  way.  There  is  great  variety  of 
country  in  it,  with  frequent  hill  and  dale,  the  whole 
of  it  interlperfed  with  much  coppice  wood,  efpecially 
towards  the  weft,  the  foils  of  it  are  various,  but  the 
moft  predominant  ones  are  gravel  and  a ftiff  clay ; 
great  part  of  it  is  very  poor  and  barren,  (excepting  in 
the  vale  near  the  river)  and  much  covered  with  heath 
and  furze  ; eaftward  of  the  village  it  is  very  hilly,  and 
near  the  road  there  leading  to  Dartford  heath,  which 
is  at  the  bounds  of  it,  there  is  much  fand ; weftward 
of  it  are  the  feveral  feats  of  Lamienby,  Blendon,  and 
Danfon,  and  the  feveral  fmall  hamlets  of  Hurft,  Half- 
way-ftreet,  Bridgen,  Blendon,  Upton,  and  Welling,  or 
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Indeed,  more  properly,  Wellend,  (which  name  was 
given  w it  from  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  traveller  at  it 
after  having  efcaped  the  danger  of  robbers  through  the 
hazardous  road  of  Shooter’s  hill  hither)  and  amoncr  the 
woods,  at  the  weftern  extremity,  that  of  Blackfen°  the 
manor  of  which  belongs  to  Mr.  Richard  Day.  At  the 
fouthern  bounds  of  the  pari fh,  are  the  feats  of  Mount 
and  Dale  Mafcal ; and  at  the  northern,  that  of  Hall- 
place, "beyond  which  it  extends  to  the  hither  fide  of  the 
London  high  road  to  Dover,  which  croflTes  Bexley 
heath  for  a mile  in  length,  along  the  bounds  of  it. 
The  feveral  high  roads  fro^m  the  Grays,  Dartford-heath] 
Eltham,  and  the  London  road  at  Bexley  heath  and 
Crayford  lead  through  the  village  of  Bexley,  which  is 
fituated  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  parilh  in  the  valley, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Cray.  From  its  fize,  and 
number  of  inhabitants,  it  may  well  be  (tiled  the  town 
of  Bexley  ; in  it,  as  well  as  in  the  feveral  hamlets  above- 
mentioned,  there  are  many  iiand(()me  modern-buik* 
houfes,  inhabited  by  genteel  families  of  fortune.  The 
church  (lands  at  the  eaft  end  of  it,  and  adjoining  to  the 
church-yard.  Still  further  eaftvvard  is  the  manor  place, 
which  has  for  many  years  been  made  life  of  only  as  a 
farm-houfe.  Oppofite  the  church  fouthward.  Rood 
the  parfonage,  a large  and  curious  old  timbered  build- 
ing, lately  pulled  down,_  but  the  yard,  barns,  and  other 
buildings  belonging  to  it  are  (till  remaining. 

^ The  river  Cray  flows  through  the  middle  of  this 
village,  where  it  turns  a corn-mill  belonging  to  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  and  then  pafling  under  a brick  bridge, 
ereded  a few  years  fince  by  the  fubfeription  of  the 
neighbouring  gentry,  it  flows  on  by  the  late  Mr. 
Thorpe  s gardens  to  thofe  of  Hall- place,  a little  above 
which  it  receives  into  it  on  the  weft  fide  a fmall  brook, 
which  rifes  above  Lamienby,  and  having  palTed  through 
Blendon  paddock,  croflTes  the  Eltham  road  on  its  way 
hither,  where  it  joins  the  river  Cray,  juft  below  Bourne 
place.  Hence  the  river  flows  on  by  Hall-place,  and 
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then  by  the  farm  ofWantlurn,  belonging  to  Shove 
Blackwood,  efq.  unto  Crayford  ; and  here  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  obferve,  that  the  manc^  o^ 
claims  over  this  river,  at  the  entrance  of  it.  into  this 
parilh  from  North  Cray,  till  within  one  field  of  Cray- 

Along  the  edge  of  the  fandy  bank  for  about  a rod, 
on  the  ftimmit  of  Park-hill,  in  this  parilh,  and  oppofite 
the  white  gate,  Mr.  Thorpe  obferved  growing  m 
patches,  tha?  elegant  little  plant,  the  fmallell  of  the 
fern  kind,  T: r ichomane s 1051,  maSyKjt- 

rarde,  g8,-,  EnM  black  maiden-hair.  Gerarde,  in 
his  Herbal  fays,  he  found  it  growing  in  a fand  y lane  m 
Betfum,  in  the  parifli  of  Southfleet,  which  he  thinb 
muft  be  the  lane  leading  to  Shcll-hill  there,  fiom 
Greenftreet-green,  but  by  miftake  has  given  the  figure 
wroncr.  The  above  plants  in  Bexley  were  totally  de- 
ftroyed  in  17S5,  in  paring  down  the  bank  to  widen  the 
road,  except  a few  which  he  tranfplanted  on  the  walls 
of  his  garden.  Up  the  lane,  by  Marle-houfe,  he  found 
fome  ?ears,  fince  the  Mofchetellina  folmfumartd  bu/- 
bofa,  Radix  cava  Minima  Vmdi  flore,  Gerardecij  ], 
Euberous  Mofcatell,  fome  of  which  he  tranfplanted  to 
his  garden^  where  they  afterwards  flouiilneu. 


• 

Cenulph,  king  of  Mercia,  having  made  the  king-  j 
dom  of  Kent  tributary  to  him,  gave  to  ^ilfyed,  arch- 
bilhop  of  Canterbury,  for  the  ufe  of  Chrift  church,  m 
Canterbury,  ten  plow  lands,  viz.  Bixley,  L.  b.  A. 
which  three  letters  mean  Libereficut  Adifham  ; that  is, 
that  the  lands  given  by  this  charter  to  the  chui  ch  ^ ou  t 
be  granted  with  the  fame  franchifes,  and  libeities  a 
Adifham  originally  was.  In  moil  of  the  Saxon  gran  ^ 
to  Chrift  church  the  archbifliops  procured  the  addition 
of  this  franchife,  if  the  lands  were  in  this  county. 

“ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p-  19* 


* Cuft.  Rott.  p.  255. 
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In  the  furvey  of  Domefday  this  place  is  thus  de- 
fcribed,  under  the  genera)  title  of  the  archbilhop’s  pof- 
fe/lions  in  this  county  : 

In  Helmejlrei  hundred  the  archbifhop  himfelf  holds  Bix. 
It  was  taxed  at  j jtdings  in  the  time  of  king  Edivard 
the  ConfeU'or,  and  nozv  for  i.  I he  arable  land  is  ..... 
In  demefne  there  are  2 carucates,  and  41  villeins,  with 

borderers  having  10  carucates.  There  is  a church, 
and  3 mills  of  48  fljillings,  and  8 acres  of  meadozv,  zvood 
for  the  pannage  of  100  hogs.  In  the  zvhole  it  was  zvorth, 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefjbr,  as  well  as  af- 
terwards, 12  pounds,  and  nozv  zo  pounds,  and  yet  it 
pays  30  pounds  and  8 Jhillings. 

Archbifhop  Walter  Reynolds,  in  the  Qtli  year  of 
king  Edward  II.  procured  a market  weekly  at  Bixle, 
upon  a Tuelday,  and  a fair  upon  Holyrood-day.' 

This  manor  remained  part  of  the  poBelTions  of  the 
fee  of  Canterbury  till  archbiflmp  Cranmer,  in  the  2yth 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  granted  it,  with  all  his 
eftates  in  this  parilh,  parcel  of  the  archbifhopric,  of 
the  yearly  value  of  503I.  14s.  5d.  over  and  above  all 
reprifes,  excepting  fome  annual  payments,  amounting 
to  29I.  17s.  2d.  per  annum,  to  that  king.'"  ° 

The  manor  of  Bexley  continued  in  the  crown,  till  it 
was  granted  by  king  James  I.  in  fee  to  Sir  John  Spil- 
man,  his  jeweller,  originally  defeended  out  of  Germany, 
who  quickly  afterwards  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  that  great 
antiquary  William  Camden,  efq.  clarencieux,  king  at 
arms  who,  not  content  with  devoting  his  pen  to  the 
lervice  of  tlie  learned  world,  endowed  it  alfo  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  fortune,  by  founding  an  hifiorical 
leSiure  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford. 

For  this  purpofe,  he  by  his  deed,  in  the  19th  year 
of  the  fame  reign,  acknowledged  in  chancery  made 

' Rot.  Pat.  ejus  anni,  No.  49. 

Aiigtii.  off.  box  A.  21.  In  the  taxation  of  the  archbifliop’s 
temporals,  this  manor  was  valued  at  83I.  16^.  iid.  Batteley’s 
bumn.  part  u.  fiipplem.  p.  30.  " Philipott,  p.  65. 
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over  his  right  in  this  manor,  with  all  profits,  emolu- 
ments, &c.  to  the  chancellor,  matters,  and  fcholars  o 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford  and  their  fucceffors,  with  this 
provifo,  that  the  profits  of  it,  which  were  computed 
to  be  of  the  yearly  value  of  four  hundred  pounds, 
ttiould  be  enjoyed  by  Mr.  William  Heather,  his  heirs 
and  executors,  for  ninety-nine  years,  from  the  death  ot 
the  donor.  During  which  time  the  poffeffor  ot  it, 
thould  pay  to  the  profeflbr  of  hittory  in  Oxford  one 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum,  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  above  term,  that  the  whole  ettate 
Should  be  vetted  in  the  univerfity .° 

Mr.  Camden  died  in  1623,  on  r j 

li-ianor  became  vetted  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
fubieft  to  Mr.  William  Heather’s  term  of  ninety-nine 
Years  ; who  parted  with  his  intcrett  in  it  to  Sir  P rantis 
Leic^h,  of  Addington,  in  Surry.  His  great  grandfon, 
Francis  Leigh,  efq.  of  Hawley,  w^as  in  pofleflion  ot 
this  manor  when  the  above  term  expired,  and  had  then 
a leafe  of  it  granted  to  him  by  the  chancellor,  matters, 
and  fcholars  of  the  univerfity,  under  their  common  feal, 
for  twenty  one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  j which  has  fince  been  renewed  front 
time  to  time,  in  the  ufual  method  of  collegiate  leafes. 

Francis  Leigh,  efq.  above-mentioned,  died^  in  1734, 
pofleffed  of  this  leafe  ; as  did  his  fon,  Francis  Leigh, 
efq.  of  Hawley,  in  1774,  without  iffue,  and  by  his  will, 
bequeathed  his  interett  in  it  to  his  nephew,  Richard, 
only  fon  of  his  brother  Richard  Leigh,  efq.  ferjeant- 
at-law,  deceafed,  who  is  the  prefent  leffee  ot  it.  ' 
Some  few  copyholds  are  held  of  this  manor  ; the  reit 
are  free  tenants,  and  are  many  in  number,  almoft  all 
the  lands  in  the  pari fh  of  Bexley,  which  is  very  large, 
being  held  of  it.  At  the  court-leet  two  conftables  are 
elefted,  one  for  the  town,  and  the  other  for  the  upland 
liberty  of  the  parifh,  and  one  aleconner. 

° Biog.  Brit.  vol.  ii.  p.  ii33’ 
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Highstreet-House  is  a feat,  which  Hands  in  the 
village  of  Bexley,  adjoining  to  the  church-yard.  It 
fcems  to  have  been  a manlion  of  note  for  fome  acres 
pall,  and  was  formerly  in  the  polTcflion  of  the  farnily 
of  Goldwell,  whole  arms  were  carved  in  Hone,  on  fe- 
veral  chimney  pieces  in  it.  After  which  it  palfed  into 
the  family  of  Aufien,  of  Hall-place.  Sir  Robert  Auf- 
ten,  bart.  of  Hall-place,  died  polfelTed  of  it  in  1666, 
upon  which  his  widow.  Lady  Ann  Auften  retired  to 
this  feat  with  her  younger  children,  Ihe  built  a hand- 
fome  front  to  it,  and  died  here  in  1687,  being  fuc- 
cceded  in  the  polfelfion  of  it  by  her  third  fon  Edward 
Auften,  efq.  whofe  fon  John  Auften,  efq.  died  poflelfcd 
of  it  in  1750,  / p,  on  which  his  two  filters,  Elizabeth 
and  Anne,  became  his  coheirs,  and  they  foon  afterwards 
joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  John  Thorpe,  efq.  who 
was  defcended  of  a family  which  had  been  of  good  re- 
pute in  this  county  for  feveral  generations,  one  of 
whom,  Edward  Thorpe,  was  of  Rolvenden,  in  king 
Henry  Tilth’s  reign,  whofe  defendants  were  after- 
wards of  Wefterham,  one  of  whom.  Dr.  John  Thorpe, 
M.  D.  was  of  Rochefter,  and  was  F.  R.  S.  a moll 
learned  and  indefatigable  antiquary,  as  the  feveral  works 
he  publilhed,  and  the  numerous  manufcripts  he  left 
behind  him,  fufficiently  prove.  He  died  in  1 7 50,  and 
was  buried  at  Stockbury,  leaving,  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter  of  John  Woodhoufe,  elq,  an  only  fon 
and  heir,  John  Thorpe,  elq.  above-mentioned,  the 
piirchafer  of  this  feat.  He  was  F.  S.  A.  and  as  well  as 
his  father  a molt  curious  fearcher  into  the  antiquities  of 
this  county,  and  well  verfed  in  antient  and  natural  hif- 
tory.  He  rebuilt  this  feat  in  1761,  and  refided  in  it 
till  a few  years  before  his  death,  when,  having  loft  his 
wife,  he  removed  to  Chippenham,  in  Wiltfhire,  where 
he  died  in  1792,  set.  78,  and  was  buried  by  his  own 
defire  in  the  church  yard  of  Harden  Huilh,  not  far 
diftant  in  the  fame  county.  He  bore  for  his  arms, 
(juatterly,  ill  and  4th,  Azure  a fefs  dancette  ermine-, 
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fecond  and  third.  Azure,  three  crefcents  argent.  By  his 
firft  wife  Catherine,  only  daughter  of  Dr.  Laurence 
Holker,  of  Gravefend,  (who  died  before  him  in  1789, 
and  he  remarried  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holland, 
of  Stifford,  in  Effex,  who  furvived  him,  ^ but  by  whom 
he  had  no  iffue)  he  left  two  daughters,  his  coheirs,  the 
eldeft  of  whom  Catherina  Ellzabetha  married  John 
Megmfon,  efq.  of  Morpeth,  in  Northumberland,  by 
whom  Ihe  has  living  fix  fons ; the  youngeft  married 
Cuthbert  Potts,  efq.  of  Pall-Mall,  furgeon,  by  whom 
Ihe  has  furviving  two  fons  and  one  daughter,  after  their 
father’s  death  they  became  jointly  intitled  to  this  feat 
amon<y  his  other  eftates,  and  afterwards  on  a partition, 
by  a decree  of  chancery,  Highftreet-houfe  was  allotted 
' to  Mrs.  Potts,  whofe  hulband,  in  her  right,  is  now  en- 
entitled  to  it,  but  it  is  occupied  by  the  hon.  Mrs. 

Powis.  L ‘ c 

Lamienby,  now  corruptly  called  Laniaby,  is  a leat 

in  this  parilh,  fituated  about  two  miles  weftward  from 
Bexley  church,  between  the  hamlets  of  Hurft  and 
Halfway -ftreet.  It  once  belonged  to  an  antient  family, 
called  in  deeds  Lamienby,  alias  Sparrow,  who  bore,  as 
appears  by  their  feals,  three  chevrons  for  their  coat  of 
arms.  The  laft  of  this  name  was  Thomas  Sparrow, 
who  died  in  1513)  and  lies  buried  in  this  church.  He 
left  Agnes,  his  daughter  and  foie  heir,  who  carried  this 
feat  in  marriage  to  James  Goldwell,  defeended  from  the 
family  of  that  name  in  Great  Chart. 

A good  houfe  was  eredted  here  by  him  and  his  heir  ; 
which,  in  memory  of  them,  was  called  Lamienby  Gold- 
voell,  which  at  length  became  the  property  of  his  grand- 
fon  John  GoldweB,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
he  refidedhere  in  One  of  his  defeendants  fold 

this  feat  to  James,  and  John  James  paffed  it  away  to 
Nicholas  Warren,  efq.  who  owned  it  in  17  ^5’  •itid  he 
conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Fofter,  who,  about  the  year 
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1744,  paffed  it  away  by  lale  to  William  Steele,  efq. 
who  rebuilt  this  feat  in  its  prefent  form,  and  laid  the 
ground  round  it  into  a park.  His  fon  dying  without 
ilTue,  this  eftate  defcended  to  his  four  fillers  and  co- 
heirs, one  of  whom,  fome  years  ago,  parted  with  her 
interefl  in  it  to  Robert  Dingley,  efq.  and  the  other  three 
fillers  joined  in  the  fale  of  their  refpeclive  (hares  to 
Mr.  Michael  Lejay,  of  London,  who  bequeathed  them, 
by  his  will,  to  Anthony  Chamier,  efq.  who  died  in 
1780,  and  by  his  will  directed  his  interefl  in  it  to  be 
fold,  accordingly  his  executors  alienated  it  in  1783  to 
David  Orme,  efq.  of  Great  St.  Helen’s,  Bifhopfgate- 
flreet,  London,  M.  D.  Robert  Dingley,  efq.  the 
poffelfor  of  the  other  fourth  part,  afterwards  refided 
here.  He  was  defcended  from  Sir  John  Dingley,  of 
Wolverton,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  who  lived  in  king 
James  the  Ill’s  reign,  whofe  anceftor  held  lands  at  Ea- 
tonbridge  in  this  county,  in  king  Edward  the  Illd’s 
reign.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent^  a fefs  azure 
in  chiefs  a mullet  of  the  fecond  between  tzvo  hurts,  a 
coat  which  this  branch  changed  as  to  its  colours,  from 
that  borne  by  the  Dingleys  of  Wolverton,  which  were 
fable,  infteadof  azure.°^  He  married  firft,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Henry  Thompfon,  efq. ‘of  Kerby-hall,  in 
Yorklhire,  by  whom  he  had  Sufanna  Cecilia,  married 
to  the  late  Richard  Hoare,  efq.  of  Boreham-hall,  in 
Effex,  and  Robert  Henry,  in  holy  orders,  who  married 
Mifs  Hills,  of  Colchefler,  in  Eflex,  and  died  in  1793* 

■ — He  married  fecondly,  Eflher,  filler  and  heir  of  Tho- 
mas Spencer,  efq.  of  London,  who  died  j,  p.  in  1784. 
He  died  in  1781,  and  lies  buried  with  his  two  wives, 
at  Charlton,  in  this  county,  leaving  his  interefl  in 
this  eftate  to  his  fon,  the  Rev.  Robert  Henry  Ding- 
ley, who,  in  1783,  alienated  his  fourth  part  of  it 
to  David  Orme,  efq.  M.  D.  the  purchafer  of  the 
otlier  three  fourths  of  it  as  before-mentioned,  be- 

See  a further  account  of  this  flunily  under  Ealli  r.g.  . 
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came  pofiTefled  of  the  whole  of  it.  He  married 
Mils  Thomas,  of  Highgate,  in  Middlefex,  and  now 
occafionally  refides  here,  having  made  feveral  additions 

and  improvements  to  this  feat.  , 

Blendon-hai.l,  written  m old  deeds  Bladtndcn- 
court,  is  a feat  which  (lands  in  the  hamlet  of  Bndgen, 
in  this  parilh,  and  was  antiently  m the  poffeflion  of 
Iordan  de  Bladindon,  a name  m procels  o(  time  con- 
tracted into  Biendon ; who,  about  the  ift  of  king  Ri- 
chard II.  paffed  it  away  to  Walfingham,  in  which  ta- 
milv  it  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  the  next  reign 
of  kin*^  Henry  IV.  when  it  was  paffed  by  lale  to  Ferbie, 
Af  Paid’s  Cray- hill,  one  of  whole  defendants,  in  the 
beginning  of  king  Henry  VI,  conveyed  it  to  William 
MSrlhall,  who  alienated  it  not  long  afterwards  to  Raw- 
lins • in  which  name  it  continued  for  lome  generations, 
nnd’then,  by  purchafe,  became  the  inheritance  of  May, 
who,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it  to 
Wroth,  defeended  from  the  antient  family  of  that  name 
at  Durants,  in  Middlefex.^  John  Wroth,  efq.  was 
feized  in  fee  of  Biendon  hall,  and  the  lands  belonging 
to  it  in  16157,  and  was  created  a baronet  in  1660,  he 
bearing  for  his  arms.  Ardent,  on  a bend  fable,  three 
lions  heads  erafed  of  the  field,  crowned  or.^  He  died 
in  1671,  and  this  eftate  defeended  to  his  fon  and  heir. 
Sir  John  Wroth,  bart.  fubjed  to  a mortgage  term  of 
one  thoufand  years  grantecl  by  his  father. 

In  the  year  1672,  Edward  Brewfter  became  owner 
of  the  refidue  of  this  term  ; and  as  fuch  took  poffeffion 
of  Blendon-hall,  and  in  1673,  convey  his  intereft  in 
them  to  Sir  Edward  Brett,  who  was  defended  from  the 
antient  family  of  the  Bretts,  of  Whitftanton,  in  So- 
merfetfhire,  and  having  ferved  in  Germany,  under 
Guftavus  Adolphus,  was  called  upon  by  king  Charles 
I to  afiirt  him,  and  received  from  that  king’s  hand  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  in  the  open  field,  on  horle- 

f Philipott,  p.  65.  ! Guill.  Heraldry,  p.  185. 
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back.  He  afterwards  commanded  in  the  Netherlands^ 
through  favor  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  continued 
his  command  in  the  army  for  feveral  years  after  the 
reftoration.  He  refided  here,  and  dying  in  1684, 
without  ifllie,  he  lies  buried  in  this  church.  He  bore 
for  his  arms.  Or,  a lion  rampant  betzveen  /even  crofs- 
crojlets  fitchee  gules.  By  his  will  he  devifed  his  intereft 
in  this  eftate  (the  fee  of  which  ftill  remained  in  Sir 
John  Wroth’s  heirs)  to  John,  the  firfl:  fon  of  Henry 
Fifher,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Elizabeth,  his  own  filler.  In  purfuance  of  which, 
John  Fifher,  took  the  name  of  Brett,  and  became  pof- 
felTed  of  the  refidue  of  the  mortgage  term,  and  refided 
at  Blendon-hall.  In  1731  he  purchafed,  of  Thomas 
Troyte  and  Cicelie  his  wife,  and  Thomas  Palmer  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  fillers  and  heirs  at  law  of  Sir 
Thomas,  fon  of  Sir  John  Wroth,  who  died  f p.  the 
fee  and  inheritance  of  this  ellate,  and  dying  without 
ilTue  in  1732,  devifed  Blendon-hall,  and  the  lands  be- 
longing to  it,  by  his  will,  to  Jacob  Sawbridge,  late 
one  of  the  South  Sea  Diredlors.  He  died  in  1748, 
and  was  fucceeded  in  this  ellate  by  his  fecond  fon,  Ja- 
cob Sawbridge,  efq.  of  Canterbury,  who,  about  1763, 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  the  right  hon.  lady  Mary  Scott, 
one  of  the  four  daughters  of  Charles  Compton,  fourth 
fon  of  George,  fourth  earl  of  Northampton.  She 
married  firll,  Richard  Haddock,  efq.  fon  of  admiral 
Haddock,  by  whom  Ihe  had  one  daughter ; and  fe- 
condly,  in  1751,  Arthur  Scott,  efq.  commiflioner  of 
Chatham-yard,  and  a younger  fon  of  the  Scotts,  of 
Scott’s-hall.  He  died  in  1756,  and  left  no  ifllie 
by  her. 

Her  two  brothers  fjcceeding  in  turn  on  the  death  of 
their  uncle,  George,  earl  of  Northampton,  to  that  title, 
Ihe  had  given  her,  by  Ipecial  favor,  the  rank  and  pre- 
cedence of  an  earl’s  daughter.  She  refided  here,  and 
eredled  on  the  old  feite  a neat  manfion,  and  much  im- 
proved the  park  and  grounds  about  it,  and  dying  in 
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1782,  was  buried  at  Bexley.  She  left  the  poflcflion  of 
this  feat,  by  her  will,  to  William  Scott,  efq.  theeideft 
fon  of  George  Scott,  efq.  of  Scott  s-hall,  by  his  fe- 
cond  wife  Cecilia,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Dering, 
bart.  and  brother  of  Arthur  Scott,  efq.  before-men- 
tioned. He  refided  for  fome  time  at  Blendon,  till  he 
removed,  on  his  filter  Mrs.  Cecilia  Scott  s death  to 
her  houfe  in  Canterbury,  where  he  now  refides,  and 
continues  the  owner  of  this  eftate,  which  is  occupied 
by  lieut.  gen.  Pattifon,  who  relides  at  it. 

Near  Blendon- hall  is  a feat,  called  Bridgen-place, 
from  its  fituation  in  this  hamlet,  built  by  William  Cope, 

efq.  who  refides  in  it.  ^ ^ ^ 

Danson-hill  is  a manor  and  feat  adjoining  to  the 
hfoh  Dover  road,  in  the  northern  part  of  this  parifo, 
near  Welling.  It  was  formerly  called  the  manor  of 
Daunfon,  alias  Daiinfmgton,  and  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth  belonged  to  Matthew  Parker,  fecond  fon  of 
Matthew,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury;  who,  dying 
without  ifiiie  furviving,  by  his  will  devifed  it  to  the 
archbifoop,  his  father,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  he  thought 
proper,  who  gave  it  to  his  fon  John  by  deed  in  i574> 
and  he,  together  with  Joan  his  wife,  levied  a fine  of  it 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign  ; after  which  this  manor 
came  into  the  poflefiion  of  John  Styleman,  of  London, 
merchant,  who  died  pofletled  of  it  in  I734j 
buried  in  this  church  with  his  five  wives.  -He  be- 
queathed, by  his  will,  the  moiety  of  this  eftate  (then 
let  to  John  Selwyn,  elq.  w'ho  refided  at  Danfon)  for 
ever,  in  truft  for  the  charities  mentioned  in  it. 

This  moiety,  in  which  Danfon  and  the  lands  round 
it  were  included,  was  afterwards  let  to  IVIr.  John  Boyd, 
of  London,  merchant ; who,  in  the  2d  year  of  king 
George  III.  in  purfuance  of  an  agreement  made  by 
him  with  the  truftees  of  this  eftate,  procured  an  aft  for 
veiling  a rent  charge  of  one,  hundred  pounds  per  an- 

' See  Strype’s  Life  of  abp.  Parker,  p.  514* 

num 
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niim  in  fee  fimple  in  them,  for  the  benefit  of  certain 
poor  families  defcribed  in  the  will,  in  lieu  of  the  moiety 
of  the  lands  devifed  in  it  for  that  purpofe,  and  for  veil- 
ing the  moiety  in  fee  fimple  in  him  and  his  heirs. 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Boyd  erefled  on  an  eminence, 
a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  old  feat,  a moil  elegant 
manfion  of  Portland  ilone,  the  infide  of  which  is  de- 
corated in  a fuperb  and  magnificent  tafte,  and  gave  it 
the  name  of  Danfon-hilL  The  original  defign  for  this 
ftrufture  was  given  by  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Taylor, 
architedl  of  the  Bank,  but  feveral  alterations  were  found 
neceifary  to  be  made  to  it,  for  the  accommodation  of 
a family,  whilil  the  houfe  was  building,  and  two  wings 
were  added  to  it  for  that  purpofe.  Behind  the  houfe,  at 
a proper  diilance,  is  a moil  magnificent  fheet  of  water, 
fo  contrived  as  to  feem  a beautiful  ferpentine  river, 
flowing  through  the  grounds.  It  w^as  defigned,  and 
with  much  difficulty  formed  and  fecured  by  the_  noted 
Capability  Brown,  who  likewife  laid  out  the  adjoining 
grounds,  which  are  well  cloathed  with  many  thriving 
plantations  of  different  kinds  of  trees. 

On  May  20,  i775>  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity 
of  a baronet.  He  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  this  feat, 
and  refides  in  it.  He  bears  for  his  arms,  Azure^  a fefi 
chequy  or^  and  giiles^  three  mullets  in  chiefs  and  a 
ere  pent  in  bafe^  or, 

Brampton-hall  is  a feat  at  the  northern  boundary 
of  this  parifh,  being  fituated  on  the  oppofite,  or  nor- 
thern fide  of  the  high  London  road,  which  was  for- 
merly the  property  of  Aullin  Parke  Goddard,  efq. 
who  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Peter  Warren,  of  London, 
wine-merchant.  He  refided  here,  and  died  poffeffed 
of  it  in  1772,  leaving  his  fon,  Mr.  Alport  Peter 
Warren  his  heir,  who  fold  it  to  Mr.  Francis  Vanhagen, 
of  London,  and  he  refides  in  it. 

Hall-place  is  an  anrient  and  ftately  manfion, 
which  ftands  in  the  northern  part  of  this  parilh,  next 
Crayford.  It  was  antiently  the  inheritance  of  a family 

who 
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who  aflumed  their  name  from  it,  being  called  At-hall ; 
the  laft  of  whom  was  Thomas  At-hall,  who  in  the  41ft 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  conveyed  it  to  Thomas 
Shelle,  of  Gayfum,  in  Wefterham;  in  whofe  name 
and  family  it  continued  down  to  John  Shelley,  who 
refided  here,  and  died  poirefled  of  it  in  the  20th  year 
of  king  Henry  VI." 

Hisfon,  William  Shelley,  palTed  away  this  feat  in 
the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to  Sir  John  Champ- 
neis,  the  fon  of  Robert  Champneis,  of  Chew,  in  So- 
merletlhire,  and  being  of  the  Skinners  Company',  was 
lord-mayor  of  London  in  the  26th  year  of  the  above 
reign.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Pafted  pev  pale  or  and 
jablcy  a lion  rampant^  charged  on  the  Jhoulder  with  a 
mullet  within  a bordure  ingrailed,  counterchanged.'^  He 
had,  among  others  his  pofleffions  in  this  county,  difga- 
veiled  by  the  aft  of  the  31ft  of  that  reign,  and  refided 
at  Hall-place,  and  dying  in  the  4th  year  of  queen  Mary, 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  leaving  by  Meriell,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  John  Barret,  efq.  of  Belhoufe,  in  Effex, 
feveral  fons  and  daughters. 

Of  the  fons,  Juftinian,  the  youngeft,  became  the 
only  furvivor,  and  poflefTed  thiseftate  in  the  25th  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  being  then  flieriff  of  this  county. 
On  his  deatii  Richard  Champneis,  efq.  his  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  Hall  place,  and  remained  pofTefled  of  it 
during  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  foon  after  which  he 
conveyed  it  to  Robert  Auflen,  efq,  who  was  made  a 
baronet  on  July  10,  in  the  12th  year  of  king  Charles 
II.  and  was  fherifl  of  this  county  tJiat  and  the  next 
year,  bearing  for  his  arms,  or,  a chevron  gules  between 
three  bears  paws  erafed  fabled  He  left  four  fons  of 
whom  John,  the  eldeil,  liicceeded  him  in  title  and 
eftate  j Robert,  the  fecond  fon,  was  of  Heronden,  in 

“ He  lies  buried,  with  Joane  his  wife,  in  this  church. 

” Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  131.  Philipott,  p.  6c. 

^ See  ViGt.  CO.  Kent,  1619.  Guill.  Her.  pi.  ii.p.  199. 
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Tentcrden,  the  antlent  feat  of  the  famity,  which  branch 
afterwards  fucceeded  to  the  title  of  baronet,  on  failure 
of  the  elder  line,  and  Edward,  the  tliird  fon,  was  of 
EJighftreet-houle,  in  Bexley,  as  has  been  mentioned 
before. 

Sir  Robert  Aullen  died  in  1666,  and  was  fucceeded 
in  this  feat  by  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir  John  Auften,  bart. 
who  refided  here,  as  did  his  eldeft  fon  Sir  Robert  Auf- 
ten, bart.  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  George  Stawel,  efq.  of  Somerfetflftre,  by  whom  he 
left  three  fons,  Robert,  Sheffield,  and  John,  and  feverai 
daughters,  and  died  in  1706. 

Sir  Robert  Auften,  bart.  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  ills 
father  and  refided  at  Hall-place.  He  was  ffieriff  in 
1724,  and  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Sir  Francis 
Daffiwood,  bart.  of  Weft  Wicomb,  by  whom  he  had 
no  iffiie.  He  died  at  Bath  in  1743,  and  was  buried 
at  Church  Dane,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  where  there  is  a 
memorial  for  him.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  next  bro- 
ther, Sir  Sheffield  Auften,  bart.  who  refided  in  Ire- 
land; and,  on  his  death  without  ift'ue,  this  youno'cr 
brother  John  being  deccafed  fome  time  before,  like- 
wife  without  iffue)  the  title,  together  with  the  fee  of 
this  feat,  came  to  Edward  Auften,  efq.  of  Boxley  Abbey, 
the  grandfon  of  Robert,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Robert 
Auften,  the  firft  baronet,  as  before-mentioned;  and 
on  his  death  likewife  without  ifllie  in  1760,  they 
deicended  together  to  his  younger  brother,  Sir  Robert 
Auften,  bart.  of  Tenterden,  who  dying  in  1772  without 
ifllie,  the  title  of  baronet  became  extind,  and  he  beln^^ 
only  tenant  for  life,  the  fee  of  this  feat  and  eftate,  by 
the  w-ill  of  Sir  Robert  Auften,  bart.  who  died  in  1747 
became  vefted  in  Francis  lord  Le  Defpencer.  After 
the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Auften  laft-mentioned,  this 
eftate  had  been  put  under  the  diredion  of  the  court  of 
chancery,  on  account  of  the  great  debts  and  ieo-acics 
^hich  he  had  left  charged  on  it  by  his  will,  and°there 
being  large  jointures  on  it  beftdes,  which  amounted  to- 
gether 
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gether  to  the  full  annual  receipts,  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whe- 
ther the  fucceeding  baronets,  after  his  death,  ever  had 
polTcfiion  of  it,  the  fee  of  it  they  were  certainly  entitled 
to,  but  none  of  them  refided  here. 

Francis,  lord  LeDefpencer  becoming  thus  proprietor 
of  the  fee  of  this  eftate,  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1781, 
and  by  his  will  devifed  it  to  Francis  Dafhwood,  efq. 
who  refided  at  it  for  a few  years  afterwards,  and  he  ftill 
remains  the  owner  of  it,  but  the  manfion  has  been  for 
fome  time  occupied  as  a fchool  for  young  gentlemen. 

At  a fmall  diftance  from  Flall-place,  in  the  road 
leading  from  thence  to  Crayford,  is  a fmall  feat  called 
Mount  P leaf  ant  y built  by  Richard  Simms,  efq.  of 
Blackheath,  on  a part  of  the  Hall-place  eftate,  on  his 
marriage  with  one  of  the  fifters  of  Sir  Robert  Auften, 
who  died  in  1743.  By  her  he  left  an  only  daughter,  who 
carried  her  intereft  in  it  in  marriage  toGranadoPiggot, 
efq.  on  whofe  death  the  term  in  it  again  became  vefted 
in  her.  It  was  afterwards  fold  to  Thomas  Edfall,  efq. 
who  refided  here,  and  laid  out  much  money  on  the 
houfe  and  premifes,  but  becoming  a bankrupt  in  1778, 
the  remainder  of  his  term  was  fold  to  William  Selwyn, 
efq.  one  of  the  king’s  council,  who  now  refides  here  j 
but  the  inheritance  belongs  to  Francis  Dafhwood,  efq. 
before-mentioned. 

Bourne  Place  is  a fmall,  yet  elegant  houfe.  Hand- 
ing at  no  great  diftance  from  Hall-place,  on  the  other 
fide  of  it,  near  the  fpot  where  the  bourne  or  rivulet 
which  comes  from  Lamienby  joins  the  river  Cray.  It 
was  erefted  not  many  years  ago,  by  Laurence  Hol- 
ker,  efq.  of  London,  who,  from  its  fituation,  named  it 
Bourne  PlacCy  and  afterwards  refided  in  it.  He  bore 
for  his  arms,  per  chevron  or,  and  azure,  three  lions  ram- 
pant counterchanged,  being  defeended  from  an  antient 
family  feated  at  Holker,  near  Furnefs  Abbey,  in  Lan- 
cafhire,  whence  his  anceftor  Laurence  Holker  removed 
in  king  Charles  lid’s  time  to  Gravefend,  whofe  grand- 
fon  of  the  fame  name  pradifed  there  as  a phyfician, 

and 
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find  died  in  1738,  leaving  one  fon,  Laurence,  the 
builder  of  this  feat  as  before-mentioned,  and  a daucrh  . 
ter,  Catherine,  married  to  the  late  John  Thorpe,  efq. 
of  this  parifh.  Mr.  Hoiker  was  an  eminent  prafli- 
tioner  of  the  Jaw,  and  dying  unmarried  in  1793,  was 
buried  in  St.  Mary  Aldermary  church,  in  Bow-lane. 
He  had  devifed  this,  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates,  to 
his  fifter  Mrs.  Thorpe,  but  fhe  having  died  four  years 
before  him,  her  two  daughters,  his  nieces,  became,  as 
coheirs,  entitled  to  them,  after  which,  on  a writ  of  par- 
tition iflliing  from  the  court  of  chancery,  this  feat  was 
allotted  to  the  youngeft  daughter,  married  to  Cuthbert 
Potts,  efq.  of  London,  furgeon,  who  in  her  right  be- 
came intitJed  to  it,  but  it  is  at  prefent  occupied  by 
Alexander  Bournfide,  efq. 

Mr.  Potts  bears  for  his  arms,  Azure,  two  bars  fur- 
mounted  by  a bend,  or.  His  firft  wife  was  Mary  Doro- 
thy, daughter,  and  at  length  heir  of  Mofyer  Rich,  efq. 
of  Cecil'ftreet,  London,  by  whom  he  had  no  iflue  ; by 
his  prefent  wife  he  has  furviving  two  fons  and  one 
daughter. 

CHARITIES, 

An  unknown  person  gave,  to  be  diftribnted  in  rye,  from 
the  parfonage,  the  annual  produce  of  il.  and  another,  in  bread 
and  cheefe  from  the  fame,  the  annual  produce  of  los. 

Henry  Lane  gave  by  Avill,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  an  an- 
nuity of  I os.  ilTuing  from  houfes,  and  now  of  that  annual  produft 

An  unknown  person  gave,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  land 
veiled  in  the  parilli  officers,  of  the  annual  produce  of  12I. 

Nicholas  Frankwell  gave  by  will,  for  the  like  ufe,  an  an- 
nuity iflliing  from  houfes,  veiled  in  the  Waxchandlers  company, 
now  of  the  annual  produce  of  61. 

William  Kendall  gave  by  will,  in  1558,  for  the  like  ufe, 
an  annuity  ilTuing  from  houfes,  veiled  in  the  fame  company,  of 
the  annual  produce  of  2I. 

There  is  paid  from  Certain  houfes,  included  in  Greenwich  col- 
lege,  an  annuity  of  6s.  8d.  to  this  parilli. 

William  Fitchett  gave  by  will,  in  1636,  forthe  ufe  of  the 
poor,  land  how  veiled  unknown,  but  of  the  annual  produdl  of  los. 

Mrs.  Sherman  gave  by  will,  for  the  like  ufe,  money  vefted 
in  the  parilh  chell,  being  the  fum  of  7I.  los. 
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Arthur  Poujlter  gave  by  will,  to  be  diftrlbuted  in  bread* 
the  fum  of  5I. 

Lady  Anne  Austen  gave  by  will,  for  the  fame  ufe,  money 
vefted  in  the  parifli  cheft,  being  the  fiim  of  lol. 

Sir  Edward  Brett  gave  by  w'ill,  to  be  diftributed  in  like 
manner,  money  vefted  in  the  parifli  cheft,  being  the  fum  of  20I. 

Henry  Traveis  gave  by  will,  for  the  like  ufe,  money  vefted 
in  the  parifli  cheft,  being  the  fum  of  lol. 

Francis  Moore  gave  by  w'ill,  in  1684,  for  the  like  ufe,  mo- 
ney vefted  in  like  manner,  being  the  fum  of  los. 

Benjamin  Huntington  gave  by  will,  for  the  like  ufe,  mo- 
ney, unknown  how  v'cfted,  being  the  fum  of  ^ol. 

"Thomas  Smoui-t  gave  by  will,  to  put  children  to  fchool  and 
apprentices,  certain  houfes  in  the  parifli  hands. 

The  family  of  Austen,  by  their  wills, gavein  money  150I. 
vefted  in  Granado  Piggot,  efq.  and  the  parifli,  and  of  the  annual 
produift  of  61. 

Thomas  Cooper  gave  by  will,  in  1 714,  to  be  diftributed  in 
bread,  lands  vefted  in  James  Crofton,  of  the  annual  prodinff  of  1 1. 

Elizabeth  Cooper  gave  by  will,  in  1694,  money  fora  fer- 
mon  on  Good  Friday,  and  on  Nov.  4. 

The  total  amount  of  the  charities  in  money  is  252I.  los.  and  of 
the  annual  produft  of  132I.  6s.  8d. 

N.  B.  The  feveral  fums  in  the  parifli  cheft  are  of  the  annual 
produA  of  2I. 

John  Styleman,  efq.  bequeathed  by  his  wnll,  in  1732,  the 
moiety  of  his  eftate  in  this  parifli,  Plumfte'd  and  elfewhere,  in  Kent, 
then  let  to  John  Selwyn,  efq.  at  200I.  per  annum,  free  of  all 
taxes,  to  certain  Iruftees,  for  eredfing  twelve  alms  houfes  for  twelve 
poor  families  of  this  parifli,  to  be  nominated  by  the  truftees,  nii- 
nifter,  and  churclnvardens ; and  he  ordered,  that  tw'o  guineas 
fliould  be  paid  to  the  minifter  of  Bexley  yearly,  for  preaching  an 
annual  fermon  on  Midfummer-day  ; and  three  guineas  fora  din- 
ner yearly  on  that  day.  Since  Mr.  Styleman’s  deceafe,  thefe  alms- 
houfes  have  been  completed  by  his  truftees,  on  a fpot  of  ground 
lying  in  the  village  of  Bexley.  In  the  centre,  under  the  pediment, 
is  a white  marble,  with  an  infeription,  according  to  the  will  of  the 
founder. 

Bexley  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  is  a peculiar 
of  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  and  as  fuch  is  in  the 
deanry  of  Shoreham.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary,  and  has  two  ifles,  and  a large  chancel. 

The  handfome  altar  piece  in  it  was  given  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Huntington,  vicar,  about  1705.  On  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a confeflionary,  confifting 
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of  three  divifions  of  pointed  arches  and  a recefs  for 
holy  water.  On  the  north  fide  are  feven  antient  ftalls 
of  oak,  ornamented  with  Gothic  mouldings  and  carved 
heads,  with  other  figures ; on  the  oppofite  fide  were 
a like  number  of  ftalls,  which  were  a few  years  ago 
removed,  to  make  room  for  fome  pews  j on  the  up- 
permoft  ftall  was  carved  an  antique  fliield,  being  three 
pikes  or  pifces  luciiy  naianty  the  arms  of  Lucy.  Thefe 
ftalls  feem  to  have  been  formerly  made,  as  well  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  members  of  the  priory  of  the 
Trinity  of  London,  appropriators  of  this  church,  as 
fuch  other  of  the  clergy  and  chantry  priefts  as  might 
at  any  time  officiate  or  be  prefent  in  the  church  at 
divine  fervice.  At  the  weft  end  is  a fpire  fteeple,  co- 
vered with  fhingles,  with  a clock  and  dial,  and  a peal 
of  bells  formerly  but  five  j but  in  1763,  when  the 
church  was  repaired,  new  caft  into  a fmall  peal  of  fix; 
befides  which  there  is  a JanBa  bell.  The  church  is 
much  too  fmall  for  the  parifhioners,  notwithftanding 
there  is  a gallery  at  the  weft  end  of  each  ifte,  owing 
to  the  large  pews  in  it  for  the  ufe  of  the  familv  feats 
in  it.>' 

In  this  church,  among  others,  are  the  following  monuments 
and  infcriptions : In  thefouth  ijlcy  a mural  monument  for  John 
Styleman,  efq.  of  London,  merchant,  obt.  1734,  set.  82;  and  for 
his  four  wives.  He  left  by  his  will,  an  endowment  for  twelve 
alms  houfes,  for  twelve  poor  people  in  this  parifli,  as  has  been  more 
fully  mentione  before.  Arms  above  Styleman,  Sable,  an  unicorn 
tripping,  or,  on  a. chief  of  the  ad,  three  billets  of  the  field,  in  fe- 
parate  iliields,  impaling  his  four  wives.  In  the  7iorth  ijlcy  a memo- 
rial for  John  Hater,  efq.  fecretary  to  the  lieut.  gen.  of  the  ord- 
nance, obt.  1763.  A mural  monument  for  Edward  Auften,  efq. 
^ this  parifh,  obt.  1712;  third  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Auften,  bart.  of 
Hall-place;  he  left  three  children  by  his  fecond  wife,  John,  Eli- 
zabeth, and  Anne,  who  furvived  him;  likewife  for  John  Auften, 
elq.  his  fon  above  mentioned,  obt.  1750  ; and  for  Elizabeth,  obt. 
1755;  sbove,  the  arms  of  Auften.  A monument  for  Sir  Edward 
Brett,  who  married  Barbara,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John 
Fleming,  defcended  from  thole  of  Glamorgan,  who  died,yi p.  at 

y See  a more  particular  account  of  this  church  and  its  monuments,  in  Cuf- 
tumal.  Roll,  p,  76. 
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the  Hague,  in  1674,  and  was  buried  at  Flulhing,  in  the  vault  of 
her  ancdlors ; he  died  hi  1683.  Arms,  Or,  a lion  rampant,  gules, 
between  feven  crofs  croflets  of  the  ad.  In  the  north  chancel^  on  the 
north  lide,  a mural  monument,  with  the  effigies  of  a man  and  wo- 
man, in  the  drefs  of  the  time,  kneeling  at  the  dejk,  with  books 
ojien,  for  Sir  John  Cliampneis,  fometimelord  mayor  of  London, 
obt.  1556;  he  married  Meriell,  eldeft  daughter  of  John  Barrett, 
efq.  of  Belhoufe,  in  Eilex,  by  whom  he  had  furviving  only  Jufti- 
nian,  the  youngeft  fon ; underneath,  another  infcription  for  Helen 
Hall,  firll:  wife  of  Jultinian  Champneis,  efq.  obt.  1565;  alfo  for 
Theodore,  hisfecond  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  John 
Blundell,  efq.  of  Steeple  Barton,  in  Oxfordfliire,  obt.  1582,  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  children ; above,  the  arms  of  Champneis, 
Parted  per  pale,  or,  and  fable,  a lion  rampant,  gules,  charged  on 
the  flioulder  with  a mullet,  fable,  within  a bordure,  inverted,  coun- 
terchanged,  of  the  field,  with  its  quarterings.  On  the  eafi:  fide, 
inclofed  with  iron  rails,  a handfome  monument  and  infcriji- 
tion,  (hewing,  that  in  a vault  under  it,  lies  buried  Sir  Robert 
Au(ien,  bart.  who  died  1666,  aet.  79,  who  left  by  a former  wife, 
one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  and  four  fons ; and  two  daughters  by 
his  fecond  wife.  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Muns,  efq.  merchant, 
who  died,  1687;  on  a grave  (lone,  near  the  above,  were  two 
(liields  and  a brafs  plate  torn  off,  but  there  yet  remains  a (liield  of 
brafs  with  thefe  arms,  A cro(s  ingrailed  within  a bordure,  charged 
with  fix  crowns,  embattled;  to  the  above  coat  is  appendant  a 
bugle  horn,  (Iringed  and  garnKhed,  which  denotes  that  the  per- 
fon  held  under  the  fervice,  called  Cornage  tenure.  In  the  fonth  chancel^ 
a grave  (lone,  with  a brafs  plate,  and  infcription  in  black  letter, 
for  Matilda,  wife  of  Thomas  Heneworth,  and  afterwards  of  John 
Shelley;  another  like  for  Margaret,  wife  of  John  Bunton,  pallor 
of  this  church ; (lie  died  1585;  another  like,  near  the  (lalls,  or 
north  fide,  for  John  Shelley,  and  Joan  his  wife;  he  died  1441  ; 
leparate  grave  (lones  adjoining,  for  John  Styleman,  efq.  and  his 
five  wives,  with  his  arms  and  impalements ; a grave  (lone  for  Ed- 
ward Biflioppe,  efq.  of  Evefliam,  in  Worcefterfliire,  obt.  1633  » 
above,  on  a bend,  voided,  three  befants.  On  the  fouth  fide,  a 
mural  monument  for  lady  Mary  Gerard  Cofein,  late  wife  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Gerard  Cofein,  bart.  of  Yorkfliire,  foie  ilFue  of  Charles 
lord  Berkeley,  of  Rathdown,  earl  of  Falmouth,  &c.  above  thefe 
arms,  in  lozenge,  quarterly,  ill  and  4th  Berkeley,  2d,  ermine,  2d 
and  3d,  chevronels,  azure.  A mural  monument  for  Mr.  Benjamin 
Huntington,  vicar  of  Bexley,  with  his  wife,  fon,  and  daughters; 
having  finilhed  this  altar  piece  at  his  own  cod,  he  left  50I.  for 
theufe  ofthe  poor;  obt.  Jan.  i,  1706,  ast.  66;  above,  a fret  of 
eight  pieces,  in  chief  three  mullets.  On  the  north  fide,  a mural 
monument  for  Anne,  furviving  daughter  of  Edward  Bilhope,  efq. 
of  Evelham,  in  Worcefterdiire,  and  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Lon- 
don, and  wife  of  Henry  Travels,  gent,  of  London,  obt.  1679; 

arms 
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Oeorge,  garter,  &c.  and  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Uayrell,  of  Lulhngftone  Dayrell,  obt.  1736.  There  are  feveral 
tombs  in  the  church  yard,  which  have  been  long  crumbled  into 
pieces,  and  whom  they  are  in  memory  of  unknown.  In  a vault 
m this  church  yard,  lie  buried  Mrs.  Thorpe,  firft  wife  of  Tohn 
lorpe,  who  died  in  17^9^  Mrs.  Harris,  her  mother,  in 
memory  of  both  whom  there  is  a memorial  on  marble,  againft  the 


The  church  of  Bexley  was  very  antiently  appro- 


priated  to  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  London, 
between  which  and  the  archbilhop  the  right  to  it  was 
litigated,  and  afterwards,  on  an  appeal  to  the  pope,, 
m the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  HI.  a definitive  fen- 
tence  was  given  in  favour  of  the  priory,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  bull  of  Alexander  IV." 

Archbilhop  Stephen  Langton  decreed  an  endow- 
ment of  this  vicarage  anew,  for  there  had  been  before 
one  mad^e  by  his  predecelTor,  archbiOiop  Corboil,  of 
le  third  part  of  the  portion  of  this  church  to  the  vi- 
car, but  It  being  without  the  confent  of  the  patrons 
ot  It,  as  fuch  it  had  not  taken  effed.  By  this  fecond 
endowment,  the  vicar,  who  fiiould  in  future  be  pre- 
lented  by  the  prior,  and  inftituted  by  the  archbifiiop, 
mould  have  all  the  profits  of  the  church,  together 
with  the  third  of  the  rents  and  houfes  belonging  to  it. 


Rym.  Feed.  vol.  i.  p.  539,  640.  ’ 
excepting 
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excepting  the  barns  and  yard,  which  fliould  fpecially 
belong  to  the  religious,  and  the  tithes  of  flieaves,  and 
of  mills,  and  hay,  which  fliould  wholly  belong  to  them, 
fo  that  they  ihould  not  exadt  nor  have  any  thing  far- 
ther from  it,  and  that  the  vicar  bcfides  fhould,  in 
future,  receive  yearly  two  marks  from  the  chamber- 
lain  of  the  priory,  which,  if  not  paid,  the  vicarage 
Ihould  return  to  the  fame  ftate  it  was  in  before,  of 
the  third  part  of  the  portion  of  the  church,  but  that 
the  vicar  fhould  anfwer  fmall  epifcopal  payments,  fo 
that  the  religious  fhould  fuflain  no  burthen  on  that 
account,  which  endowment  was  confirmed  by  the 
prior  and  chapter  of  Chrifl  church. 

The  church  of  Bexley,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  remained  among  the  pofTeffions  of  the  above 
mentioned  priory  till  its  final  diflblution,  in  the  23d 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  w'hen  it  was  furrendered, 
together  with  its  revenues  into  the  king’s  hands.*^ 

Henry  Cooke  held  the  redtory  and  advowfon  of 
Bexley  of  the  king  in  capite^  and  died  poflefTed  of  it 
in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  in  whofe  de- 
fcendants  the  redlory  or  parfonage  continued  down  to 
Robert  Cooke,  efq.  of  Mount  Mafcall,  who  married 
Rebecca,  fourth  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  St.  George, 
garter  principal  king  at  arms ; flie  died  in  1710.  After 
her  death  her  brother.  Sir  Thomas  St.  George,  after- 
wards.garter,  poflefTed  it,  as  did  Tho.  St.  George,  efq. 
his  Ton,  who  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Eleanor, 
married  to  Thomas  Dare  of  Taunton,  in  Somerfet- 
fliire,  one  of  whofe  defeendants,  the  widow  of  Mr. 
Henry  Emmett,  died  not  many  years  fince  pofTefTed 
of  it,  and  by  her  will  deviled  it  to  truflees,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  eldeft  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Latham,  who 
had  married  her  neice,  Mifs  Wardlow,  in  which  fitua-; 
lion  it  ftill  continues. 

Taken  from  a part  of  the  Regifter  of  the  priory  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  London,  in  the  Shelburne  lib.  MSS.  No.  461.  Ciiftum. 
Roff.  p.  85.  ‘ Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p*  41 1* 
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The  parfonage  houfe,  which  flood  oppofite  the 
church,  and  was  one  of  the  moft  antient  edifices  of 
the  diocefe,  having  been  for  many  years  inhabited  by 
poor  families,  was  pulled  down  in  1776,  and  no  other 
has  been  fince  ereifted  in  its  room." 

The  reftory  of  Bexley  pays  a yearly  fee  farm  to  the 
the  crown  of  il.  per  annum.  The  Rt.  Hon.  lord  vif- 
count  Sydney  is  the  prefent  patron  of  the  vicaracre. 

In  the  i^th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  thirty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage  of  it  at  ten 
marcs."  This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books 
at  13I.  4s.  7d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  6s.  5fd.' 

By  virtue  of  a commijfwn  of  enquiry  in  1 650,  ifluing 
out  of  the  court  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that 
Bexley  was  a vicarage,  with  a houfe  and  five  acres  of 
glebe  land,  all  worth  forty  pounds  per  annum,  mafter 
INicholas  Frankwell  then  preaching  there. 


CHURCH  OF  BEXLEY. 

PATRONS, 


Or  by  whom  Jirefented. 


Honourable  Thomas  Townjhend 


VICARS. 

John  Bunion.^  obt.  July  1591. 
Wm  Luffe,  A.M.  ob.  Nov.  1609. 
Nicholas  Frankwelly  1610,  obt. 
0£l.  1658.*^ 

Thomas  Smoulty  S.X.  P.  refigned 
1665.8  ^ 

Benja}nin  Huntington.,  1665,  obt. 
Jan.  I,  I 706.'" 

Robert  Huntingto?!,  obt.  Mar.  20, 
1732.* 

Kni/te,  obt.  Nov.  i 736. 

H Piers,  A.M.  1743,  ob.  1769. 
William  Green,  1 770.  Prefent 
vicar. 


c There  are  two  views  of  it  in  Cuf- 
tumal.  Roff. 

<1  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  435. 

® Bacon's  Lib,  Regis, 
f He  lies  buried  in  this  church  yard, 
g He  lies  buried  in  the  church  of 
Barkway,  in  Herts,  to  which,  on  the 
relignation  of  this  vicarage,  he  fuc- 


ceeded  as  reftor.  He  died  July  5, 
1707,  aged  74,  and  was  burled  there. 
Le  Neve’s  Mon.  Angl.  vol.  ii.  p. 

h He  was  brother  to  the  learned 
Dr.  Rob.  Huntington,  bifhop  of  Ra- 
phoe,  in  Ireland,  and  was  a good  be- 
nefaftor  to  this  vicarage  houfe. 

* Nephew  to  the  former  vicar. 
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or 

LITTLE  AND  LESNES 

LIES  next  northward  from  that  of  Ruxley.  In 
the  general  furvey  of  Domefday  it  is  called  the  hundred 
of  Litelai ; which  name  it  retained  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I,  the  king  being  then  lord  of  it. 

In  the  2oth  year  of  king  Edward  III.  on  'levying 
forty  fhillings  on  every  knights  fee,  this  hundred  of 
Litley  anfwered  for  one  knight’s  fee  and  a half. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  I find  it  called  by 
its  prefent  name,  of  Little  and  Lejnes  ; the  latter  be- 
ing, in  fad,  no  more  than  the  name  of  one  of  the  two 
half  hundreds  into  which  it  was  divided,  Two  con- 
flables  have  jurifdidion  over  it. 


IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 

1,  East  Wickham.  ]|  3.  Erith. 

2.  Plumsted.  II  4.  Crayford. 

And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes. 

EAST  WICKHAM 

LIES  the  next  parifh  north  eaftward  from  Bex- 
ley. This  place  takes  its  name  of  Eaft  Wickham,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  the  parifli  of  Wickham,  near 
Bromley,  ufually  called  Weft  Wickham,  and  that  of 
Wickliam  from  its  nearnefs  to  the  great  high  road  ; 
IVic  fgnifying,  in  Saxon,  a ftreet  or  way,  and  ham^ 
a dwelling. 
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This  parifli  is  but  fmall ; it  contains  about  feven 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  about  thirty-four  houfes. 
The  fouthern  extremity  of  it  reaches  to  the  high  Lon- 
don road,  where  the  foil  is  level ; and  there  is  fome 
land  tolerably  fertile,  but  the  weftern  and  northern 
parts  of  it  are  but  poor  and  barren,  being  much  ad- 
didted  to  gravel  and  a ftilf  clay,  the  former  part  being 
much  covered  with  coppice  wood.  The  villacrc 
through  which  the  road  leads  to  Plumfted  and  Wo5- 
wich,is  fituated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  theparifh,  about 
a mile  from  the  high  London  road.  At  the  north-eaft 
part  of  it  is  the  court  lodge,  an  old  falhioned  tim- 
bered building,  and  a little  farther  eaftward,  the 
church,  near  which  was  an  antient  good  looking  feat, 
lately  pulled  down,  built  feemingly  about  queen  Eli- 
zabeth’s reign,  probably  by  Sir  John  Olilfe,  foon  after 
his  purchafing  this  manor,  by  the  marriage  of  whofe 
daughter,  it  coming  into  the  poflefiion  of  the  Leighs 
of  Addington,  v/as  let  to  the  family  of  Btiggin,  who 
refided  in  it  for  fome  jime  ; after  which  Sir  Thomas 
Leigh  (eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Francis  Leigh  by  his  fecond 
wife,  Chriftian  Thynne)  refided  in  it  till  his  death,  as 
tenant  to  his  father;  but  his  fon,  Sir  Francis,  remo- 
ving firft  to  Tring,  in  Hertfordlhire,  and  afterwards  to 
Hawley,  this  houfe  continued  afterwards  uninhabited. 
About  a quarter  of  a mile  northward  from  this  village, 
near  Borftall-heath,  is  a modern  built  feat,  which  was 
built  by  Thomas  Jones,  efq.  comptroller  of  the  la- 
boratory at  Woolwich,  who  refided  here  ; after  whofe 
deceafe,  in  1766,  it  defcended  to  his  fon,  by  Mifs 
Pelham,  Col.  Richard  Stcyner  Jones,  who  died  latel^r 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  his  eldeft  fon  is  now  entitled 
to  it,  but  it  is  at  prefent  uninhabited. 

The  hamlet  of  Welling  is  fituated  at  tlic  fouth- 
eaftern  boundary  of  the  parilh,  on  the  high  road  from 
London  to  Dover,  which  divides  this  parilh  from  that 
of  Bexley,  the  houfes  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  it  being 
in  that  parilh.  At  the  eaft  end  of  Welling,  within 
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this  parifh,  is  a good  houfe,  which  was  not  many 
years  fince  the  refidence  of  John,  the  only  furviving 
fon  of  Peter  Denham,  efq.  who  died  in  1736,  and  lies 
buried  in  Plumfled church,  near  his  wife;  hehadbe- 
lides  John,  above  mentioned,  a daughter,  married  to 
John  Lidgbird,  efq.  The  Denhams  bore  for  their 
arms,  Gules ^ fix  lozenges  infefsy  ermine.  John  Denham, 
the  fon,  died  in  1 760,  leaving  by  Joan  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  VV  illyams,  efq.  of  Plaiftow,  in  Effex,  an 
only  daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  who  carried  her  intereft 
in  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Cookes,  efq.  of  Worcef- 
terlhire,  who  afterwards  took  holy  orders,  and  was  of 
Hearne,  in  this  county.  He  fold  it  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Winkworth,  who  refided  in  it ; as  did,  after  his  death, 
his  fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  died  in  1796,  and  his 
widow  now  refides  in  it. 

The  MANOR  of  Eaft  Wickham  was  antiently  part 
of  the  pofl'eflions  of  the  family  of  Burnell,  who  were 
of  great  antiquity  in  England,  as  appeared  by  an  old 
Martyrologie,  fometime  belonging  to  the  abbey  of 
Buldewas,  in  Shropfhire,  in  which  many  of  them  were 
recorded ; and  among  others,  Sir  Robert  Burnell, 
who  died  in  the  20th  year  of  king  William  the  Con- 
queror, anno  1087.  Of  this  family  was  Robert  Bur- 
nell, who  was  pofleffed  of  this  manor  in  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  1.“  In  the  year  1275,  he  was  confecrated 
bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  was  a man  of  great 
power  in  thofe  days  ; being  firft  treafurer,  and  then 
chancellor  of  England,  and  always  of  the  privy-coun- 
cil. He  died  at  Berwick  in  the  21ft  year  of  that  reign, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  Wells.'  He  died 
polfeHed  of  this  manor,'"  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by 
his  nephew  and  heir,  Philip,  fon  of  Philip,  his  eldeft 
brother,  who  had  pofTeffion  granted  of  his  uncle’s 

" Dugd,  Bar.  vol.  I'i.  p.  60. 

‘ Newcourt’s  Rep.  vol.  i.  p.  156.  Le  Neve’s  Fafti,  p.  32. 
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lands,  and  having  married  Maud,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard earl  of  Arundel,  died  the  year  afterwards,  leaving 
by  her  Edward,  his  Ton  and  heir  ; and  one  daughteri 
Maud,  firft  married  to  John  Lovel  of  Tichmerib,  by 
whom  file  had  one  fon,  John  ; and  fecondly  to  John 
de  Handloe which  Edward,  in  the  ift  year  of  king 
Edward  II.  had  pofleffion  granted  of  his  lands,  and 
was  fummoned  to  parliament  in  the  5th  of  that  reign, 
and  died  in  the  9th  year  of  it,  without  ifTue,  being 
then  poireffed  of  this  manor,  and  leaving  Maud,  then 
the  wife  of  John  de  Handloe,  his  filler  and  heir. 
Upon  which  John  de  Handloe  had  poffellion  granted 
of  all  his  lands  (excepting  fuch  as  Aliva  his  widow, 
daughter  of  Hugh  de  Spencer,  held  in  Dower).  Ele 
had  fummons  to  parliament  in  the  ifl  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  and  having,  together  with  Maud,  his 
wife,  fettled  this  manor,  in  fpecial  tail  remainder,  to 
her  right  heirs;  he  died  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign, 
then  pofTefled  of  this  manor,”  leaving  two  fons,  Rich- 
ard and  Nicholas,  of  whom  the  former  died  in  his 
life  time,  leaving  a fon,  Edmund,  who  died  in  his  mi- 
nority, anno  29  Edward  III.  and  two  daughters,  Mar- 
garet and  Elizabeth,  afterwards  their  brother’s  heirs; 
the  firft  being  married  to  Sir  Edmund  de  la  Pole,  and 
the  latter  to  Gilbert  Chaftelein;  Nicholas  furviving 
his  brother,  inherited  this  manor  by  virtue  of  the 
above  entail,  and  in  the  2 2d  year  of  the  fame  reign 
had  pofTeflion  granted  of  his  lands,  by  the  furname 
of  Burnell,  which  he  from  henceforth  aftumed  from 
his  mother,  in  regard  the  was  fo  great  an  heir. 

He  had  fummons  to  parliament  in  the  24th  year  of 
that  reign,  and  afterwards  till  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  being  then  poftef- 
fed  of  this  manor,  leaving  Sir  Hugh  Burnell  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  had  pofleffion  granted  of  his  lands; 

" She  died  37  Edward  III.  Dngd.  Warw.p.  543.  vol.ii.  p.  61. 
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and  having  married  Joyce,  daughter  of  John  Bote- 
tourt, grand  child  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Botetourt,  he 
had  polfeffion  granted  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance. 

In  the  loth  year  of  king  Richard  II.  he  was  con- 
Itituted  governor  of  Bridgnorth  caftle;  foon  after 
which,  being  reputed  one  ot  the  king’s  favourites,  he 
was,  with  others,  baniflied  the  court ; but  the  king 
getting  ftrength  again,  he  was  recornpenfed  for  his 
lodes,  and  on  the  depofal  of  king  Richard,  became 
lo  popular,  that  he  was  one  of  the  lords  then  fent  to 
, the  Tower  of  London,  to  receive  his  refignation  of 
the  crown ; and  he  afterwards  flood  in  fuch  efleem 
, with  king  Henry  I V._  as  to  have  feveral  important 
trufts  conferred  on  him ; having  been  lummoned  to 
parliament  from  the  yth  of  king  Richard  11.  to  the 
8th  of  king  Henry  V.  in  wTich  year  he  died.  He 
had  by  Joyce  his  wife,  before  mentioned,  only  one 
fon,  Sir  Edward  Burnell,  who  died  in  his  life  time 
leaving  by  Alice  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  lord  Strange^ 
only  three  daughters,  heirs  to  their  grandfather. 

The  iffue  male  of  the  Burnells  becoming  thus  ex- 
tina,  this  manor,  by  virtue  of  the  entaif  made  by 
John  de  Handloe  and  Maud  his  wife,  in  the  i8th 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  devolved  to  her  right  heirs 
viz.  her  defendant  by  her  firft  hufband  Lovell,  in 
coniequence  of  which  Sir  William  Lovell  of  Tich. 
merlh,  lord  Lovell,  became  entitled  to  it.? 

The  firft  we  have  any  account  of,  who  alTumed 
this  furnameof  Lovell,  was  William,  fon  of  Afceline 
Goell,  fon  of  Robert,  lord  of  Iveri,  in  Normandy, 
and  Ifabel  his  wife,  natural  daughter  of  William  de 
Britolio,  brother  of  Roger,  fometime  earl  of  Hereford. 

Of  this  family  w'as  John  Lovell,  who  flouriflred  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  and  w'as  made  Iberiffof 
the  counties  of  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  and  go- 
vernor of  the  caftles  of  Northampton  and  NTarleberge. 

P Rot.  Efch.  ejus  and. 
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Sir  John  Lovell,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  firft  fummoned 
to  parliament  in^  the  25th  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  John,  married  Maud,  thedauoh- 
ter  and  heir  of  Sir  Philip  Burnell,  afterwards  re-marrTed 
to  John  dc  Handloe,  by  whom  he  had  John,  his  fon 
and  heir,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  whole  de- 
scendant, of  the  fame  name,  in  the  47  th  of  Edward  III. 
married  Maud,  the  daughter  of  Robert  de  Holand, 
fon  of  Robert  de  Holand,  deceafed,  and  heir  to  her 
grandfather  of  the  fame  name,  having  received  fum- 
rnons  to  parliament  throughout  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  II.  and  to  the  time  of  his  death,  by  the  title 
of  John  Lovell  of  Titchmerch,  chiv^  He  died  in 
the  fourth  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  bearing  the  title 

Lovell  and  Holand,  whofe  grandfon, 
William,  fucceeded  to  the  poffeffion  of  this  manor, 
as  before  mentioned. 

He  died  pofTcffed  of  it  in  the  33d  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  lepdng  by  Alice  his  wife,  who  furvived 
liim,  John,  his  fon  and  heir ; and  a fecond  fon,  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Alianore,  daughter  and  heir  to 
Robert  lord  Morley,  by  reafon  of  which  he  had  the 
title  of  lord  Morley.-J  John  Lovell,  the  eldeft  fon, 
above  mentioned,  was  afterwards  knighted  ; and,  in 
the  30th  year  of  that  prince’s  reign,  had  fummons  to 
parliament ; before  the  end  of  which  year,  upon  the 
landing  of  the  duke  of  York  and  his  party,  this  John 
lord  Lovell,  accompanied  the  lords  Scales  and  Hun- 
gerford  to  London,  in  hopes  to  gain  the  citizens  over 
CO  king’s  Henry’s  intereft,  but  failing  therein,  he  was 
forced  to  flee  to  the  Tower  for  refuge ; foon  after 
which  he  feems  to  have  made  his  peace  with  king 
Edward  IV.  for  he  received  fummons  to  parliament 

^ j prince’s  reign, 

and  died  in  the  4th  year  of  it,  leaving  joane  his  wife, 
daughter  of  William  vifeount  Beaumont  furviving  ; 

’ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  561. 
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and  Francis,  his  fon  and  heir,  an  infant,  and  two 
daughters.  Francis  lord  Lovell,  on  his  father’s  death, 
inherited  this  manor;  and  in  the  2 2d  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  had  fummons  to  parliament  by  the  title  of 
I^Vancis  Lovell  de  Lovell,  chiv^’  and  before  the  end 
of  it,  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  vifcount  Lo- 
vell. Being  a great  friend  and  favourer  of  Richard  III. 
he  aQifted  him  in  eveiy  ftep  he  took  to  obtain  the 
crown,  in  reward  for  w'hich  he  was  advanced  to  the 
office  of  lord-chamberlain  of  his  houfehold,  made  con- 
Ifable  of  the  caftle  of  Wallingford,  and  conftituted 
chief  butler  of  England ; upon  which  this  diftich  was 
made  on  him,  Ratcliffe,  and  Catefby,  two  other  of 
king  Richard’s  adherents: 

“ Ti:e  rat,  the  cat,  and  Lovell,  the  dog, 

“ Rule  all  England,  under  the  hog.” 

Alluding  to  king  Richard’s  creft,  which  was  a hoar. 
Having  thus  entwined  his  intereft  with  that  of  the 
king,  he  was  prefent  on  his  part  at  the  battle  of  Bof- 
wonh,  where  the  king  being  flain,  and  his  army  totally 
routed,  the  lord  Lovell  made  fhift  to  efcape  with  his 
life ; and  at  laft  got  fafe  into  Flanders,  to  Margaret 
duchefs  of  Burgundy  (filter  to  king  Edward  IV.)  by 
whom  he  was  fent  with  two  thoufand  men  into  Ireland, 
in  liipport  of  Lambert  Simnell  (the  counterfeit  duke 
of  York);  from  thence  he  came  over  into  England^ 
with  John  de  la  Pole,  earl  of  Lincoln,  and  the  reft  of 
that  party,  and  afterwards  underwent  the  fame  fate  as 
they  did,  being  flain  in  the  battle  of  Stoke,  near  New'- 
ark  upon  Trent,  in  the  3d  year  of  king_Henr)WlI. 
In  the  I ft  of  which  an  aft  had  pafled  for  his  conviftion 
and  attainder,  and  of  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  earl  of 
Surry,  and  others ; as  did  another  for  his  attainder 
again  in  the  1 ith  year  of  that  reign.  The  Lovells  bore 
for  their  arms,  Barry  affix  nehuly^  or^  and  gules. 

[ Cott,  Rec.  p.  705, 

Upon 


EAST  WICKHAM. 

Upon  his  death,  without  ifllie,  this  manor,  by  the  en- 
tail before  mentioned,  defcended  to  Henry  Lovell  lord 
Morley,  fon  of  William,  fon  of  William  lord  Lovell 
father  of  John,  lord  Lovell  and  Holand,  father  of  the 
above  Francis,  vifcount  Lovell,  and  he  died  pofTeOed 
or  it  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  holding  it  m 
capite  by  knights  fervice.* 

On  his  death  without  ilTue,  he  being  the  laft  in  the 
entail  of  this  manor,  it  became  veiled  in  the  crown 
where  it  remained  till  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  VI II' 
when  it  was  granted  by  letters  patent  that  year,  with 
many  other  manors  in  different  counties,  in  fpeclal  tail 
to  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  to  hold  by  the 
fervice  of  one  knight’s  fee.'  ^ 

This  illuftrious^ family  of  Howard  derive  their  de- 
feent  from  Sir  William  Howard,  who  was  chief!  uflicc 
of  England,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  1.  from  vvhofe 
eldeft  fon.  Sir  William  Howard,  in  a dire6l  line,  was 
defcended^  Sir  Robert  Howard,  who  flourifhed  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  married  Margaret,  eldefl 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Mowbray,  duke  of 
Norfolk,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir 
to  Richard  Fitzalan,  earl  of  Arundel,  and  coufin  and 
coheir  to  John  Mowbray,  duke  of  Norfolk,  which 
marriage  was  the  foundation  of  all  the  grandeur  and 
rank,  which  the  family  of  Howard  afterwards  attainted 
toj  for  by  it  one  moiety  of  the  inheritance  ofthofe 
great  families,  became  at  length  veiled  by  her  in  the 
family  of  Howard,  and  the  other  moiety  by  the  other 
coheir  in  that  of  Berkeley.  By  her  Sir  Robert  Howard 
had  one  fon,  John,  who  died  in  his  father’s  life  time  " 
leaving  one  fon.  Sir  John  Howard,  who  began  in  his 
youth  to  dillingnilh  himfelfas  a foldler,  and  became 
one  of  the  moll  illullrious  noblemen  of  his  time,  being 
employed,  during  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  king 
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Henry  VI.  and  throughout  that  of  king  Edward  IV.  In 
the  moft  important  trufts,  civil  as  well  as  military. 

In  the  1 2th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  he  was  firit 
fummoned  to  parliament ; after  which,  being  then  a 
knight  of  the  Garter,  he  obtained  a grant  ofconftable 
of  the  Tower  of  London ; and  having  been  thus  faith- 
ful to  the  houfe  of  York  during  the  whole  of  that  reign, 
he  continued  no  lefs  ftedfaft  to  king  Richard  III.  after 
he  had  obtained  the  crown ; in  recompence  for  which, 
and  to  oblige  him  the  more  to  his  interefts,  he  was,  in 
the  I ft  year  of  his  reign,  made  earl  marflial  of  Eng- 
land, to  hold  to  him  hi  tail  male,  and  on  the  faine  day 
advanced  to  the  title  of  duke  of  Norfolk ; and,  in  or- 
der to  the  folemnity  of  king  Richard’s  coronation,  was 
conftituted  high  fteward  of  England  for  that  day,  as 
alfo  lord  admiral  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Aquitain, 
for  life.  But  he  did  not  long  enjoy  thefe  great  honours 
and  vaft  pofleflions,  for  next  year,  being  placed  in  the 
front  of  the  king’s  army,  at  Bofworth- field,  he  was, 
with  the  king,  fiain  there,  and  was  buried  in  the  abbey 
of  Thetford,  in  Norfolk.  He  had  been  warned  by 
fome  of  his  friends  from  going  into  this  battle,  by  this 
diftich,  fet  on  the  gate  the  night  before : 

“ Jocky  of  Norfolk,  be  not  too  bold, 

“ For  Dickon,  thy  nialler,  is  bought  and  fold.” 

Yet  he  would  not  abfent  himfelf  from  it,  but  as  he  had 
faithfully  lived  under  the  king,  fo  he  manfully  died 
with  him,  and  for  his  great  worth  was  larnented,  even 
by  his  enemies.  After  w'liich  he  was  attainted  in  par- 
liament in  the  firft  year  of  king  Henry  VII. 

This  threat  duke  married  two  wives ; by  the  firft, 
Catharine,  daughter  to  William  lord  Molins,  he  had 
Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  firft  page  and  then 
fquire  of  the  body  to  king  Edward  IV.  and  in  the  i6th 
year  of  that  reign  was  created  earl  of  Surry  at  the 
time  his  father  was  created  duke  of  Norfolk,  by  king 
Richard  III.  as  has  been  already  mentioned  j and  was 
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eledled  knight  of  the  Garter.  At  the  battle  of  Bof- 
worth  he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  committed  by  kin" 
Henry  VII.  to  the  Tower;  after  which  he  was  at^ 
tainted  with  his  father;  notwithftanding  which  the  king 
afterwards  received  him  into  favour;  and  in  the  4th 
year  of  that  reign  he  was  in  parliament  reftored  to  the 
title  of  earl  of  Surry,  and  he  remained  in  fuch  truft  and 
confidence  with  the  king,  that  he  made  him  one  of  the 
fupervifors  of  his  will. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  he  was  made 
one  of  the  privy  council,  and  had  his  patent  for  lord- 
treafurer  renewed,  and  the  next  year  was  conftituted 
earl  marlhal  of  England  for  life.  In  the  4th  year  of 
that  reign  he  gained  a moft  memorable  vi6lory  over 
the  Scots  at  bloddenfield,  the  earl  leading  the  battle 
himfelf,  his  two  fons,  Thomas  and  Edmund,  the  van 
of  the  Englifii  army ; in  which  fight  the  king  of  Scot- 
land was  flain,  and  the  Scots  entirely  routed.  For  this 
eminent  feryice  the  earl  of  Surry  had  a fpecial  grant 
from  the  king  of  an  honourable  augmentation  to  his 
arms,  to  bear  on  the  bend  in  them  the  upper  half  of  a 
red  lion,  depi5ied,  as  the  arms  of  Scotland  are,  pierced 
through  the  mouth  with  an  arrow. 

^ On  February  i,  following,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  duke  of  Norfolk  and  by  other  letters,  pa- 
tent, bearing  the  fame  date,  he  obtained  a grant,  in 
ipecial  tail,  of  feveral  manors  and  lands  in  different 
counties,  among  which  was  this  manor  of  Eaft  Wick- 
ham, as  has  been  mentioned  before. 

He  died  in  the  i6th  year  of  that  reign,  at  his  caftlc 
of  Framlingham,  and  was  buried,  according  to  his  will, 
in  the  priory  of  Thetford,  whence  his  bones  were  remo- 
ved, at  the  difiblution,  to  Framlingham.  By  his  firft 
wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  foie  heir  to  Sir  Frederick 
Tilney,  widow  of  Sir  Humphrey  Bourchier,  he  had 
feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of  whom  William  was  an- 


f Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  267, 
VOL.  II. 
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ceftor  of  the  earls  of  Nottingham,  now  extinA,  and 
the  prefent  earl  ot  Effingham  ; and  Thomas,  the 
eldeft  fon,  had  been,  in  his  father’s  life  time,  created 
earl  of  Surry.  In  the  fecond  year  of  the  fame  reign, 
he  was  elefted  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  in  the  5th 
year  of  it  conftitvited  lord  admiral,  in  which  poll  he 
lignalized  himfelf  with  great  condud  and  valour  ; in 
confequence  of  which,  and  of  the  great  fervice  per- 
formed by  him  at  Floddenfield,  he  was  on  February  i, 
following,  being  the  day  of  his  father’s  advancement 
to  the  title  of  duke  of  Norfolk,  created  earl  of  Surry. 

In  the  16th  of  that  reign,  upon  his  father’s  death, 
he  had  fpecial  pofl'effion  granted  of  his  lands  and 
among  them,  of  this  manor  of  Eaft  Wickham  ; and  in 
the  25th  of  it  was  conftituted  earl  marffial  of  England  j 
but  notwithftanding  his  great  and  fignal  fervices,  both 
in  the  ftation  of  a foldier  and  a ftatefman,  through 
the  king’s  jealoufy  of  his  greatnefs,  which  was  not  a 
little  fomented  by  feveral  of  the  nobility,  who  bore 
no  good  w'ill  to  him,  on  account  of  fome  expreffions 
ot  contempt  which  he  had  made  ufe  of  concerning 
them,  as  new  raifed  men,  he  was,  in  the  38th  year  of 
Henry  VIII.  fuddenly  apprehended  and  committed 
to  the  Tower;  and  although  he  fubmitted  himfelf 
with  all  humility  to  the  king’s  mercy,  yet  he  was,  to- 
^gether  with  the  earl  of  Surry,  his  eldeft  fon,  attainted 
by  fpecial  bills  in  parliament.  The  earl  was  foon  af- 
terwards beheaded  ; and  a warrant  was  fent  for  be- 
heading the  duke,  on  Jan.  28,  1546  ; but  the  king 
dying  that  day,  his  executors  did  not  choofe,  at  that 
critical  jundlure,  to  put  his  order  in  execution. 

Though  by  the  king’s  death,  the  duke’s  life  was 
preferved,  yet  his  enemies  were  fo  powerful,  that  he 
-was  by  name  excepted  out  of  king  Edward’s  general 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  373.  Coll.  Peer,  laft  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  86, 
In  the  1 6th,  21ft,  2.5th,  and  26th  years  of  king  Henry  VIII.  adfs 
paflbd  in  parliament  for  the  aflurance  of  lands  to  Thomas  duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  his  heirs  male, 
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pardon,  and  he  remained  a prifoner  in  the  Tower  till 
Aug-  3»  i553»  day  on  which  queen  Mary  made 
ler  triumphant  entry  into  London ; when,  without 
any  pardon  or  reflitution,  he  was  allowed  to  be  duke 
of  Norfolk,  and  had  fuch  of  his  lands  reftored  to  him 
as  then  remained  vefted  in  the  crown,  and  had  not 
been  granted  from  it.  An  ad  likewife  palfed  for  the 
repeal  of  the  duke’s  attainder,  by  which  he  was  re- 
Itored  to  all  eftarcs,  poffelfed  by  him  at  that  time; 
by  virtue  of  which  he  a8:ain  became  entitled  to  this 
manor  of  Eaft  Wickham. 

In  the  2d  year  of  queen  Mary,  being  then  more 
.than  eighty  years  of  age,  he  retired  to  his  feat  at  Ken- 
nmg-hall,  in  Norfolk,  where  he  foon  after  died.  By 
the  different  inquifitions  then  taken  it  was  found,  that 
Thomas,  his  grandfon,  fon  of  Henry  Earl  of  Surry, 
was  his  heir,  and  that  he  was  married  to  the  lady 
Maiy,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Henry  Fitz  Alan,  earl 
of  Arundel,  lord  fteward  of  the  queen’s  houlehold. 

The  duke  of  Norfolk  was  twice  married  ; firft  to 
Anne,  one  of  the  daughters  of  king  Edward  IV,  by 
whom  he  left  no  ifl'ue  ; lecondly,  to  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter to  Edward  duke  of  Buckingham,  by  whom  he  had 
Henr)^  his  eldeft  fon,  who  bearing  the  title  of  earl  of 
Surry,  in  his  father’s  life  time,  became  not  only  emi- 
nent as  a foldier,  but  as  an  accompliflied  gentleman 
and  a fcholar.  But  his  great  virtues  became  the  caufe 
of  his  ruin,  for  the  king  being  jealous  of  him,  caufecl 
him  to  be  accufed  of  treafon,  the  principal  charge  be- 
?ng  his  bearing  the  arms  of  king  Edward  the  Confef- 
for  with  his  own  ; upon  which,  being  arraigned  and 
condemned,^  anno  38  Henry  VIII.  he  v/as  beheaded 
on  Tower-hill,  and  was  firft  buried  in  the  church  of 
Allhallows  Barking,  near  the  place  of  his  execution ; 

• c ^ afterwards  carried  to  Framlingham, 

in  Suffolk,  where  it  was  honourably  intombed. 

f his  wife,  daughter  of  John  de  Vere,  earl 

01  Oxford,  he  left  two  fons,  Thomas  and  Henry^ 
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which  latter  was,  with  his  three  fillers,  reftored  in  blood 
in  the  parliament,  held  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth; and  in  the  ift  year  of  James  I.  he  was  made  of 
his  privy-council,  and  lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports, 
and  conftable  of  Dover  caftle ; after  which  he  was  crea- 
ted earl  of  Northampton,  knight  of  the  Garter,  and 
made  lord  privy-feal.  He  died  unmarried  in  tlie  12th 
of  king  James  I.  and  was  interred  in  the  church  in  Do- 
ver caftle,  from  whence  his  body  was  removed,  and 
placed  in  the  chapel  of  his  hofpital,  commonly  called 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk’s  college,  in  Greenwich.  He  was 
alfo  cliancellor  of  the  iiniverfity  of  Cambridge,  and 
founded  two  other  hofpitals,  befides  this  at  Greenwich. 

Thomas,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  earl  of  Surry,  being 
eighteen  years  of  age,  at  his  grandfather’s  death,  and 
fucceeded  him  as  fourth  duke  of  Norfolk. 

In  the  4th  and  5th  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary, 
he  had  poflelTion  granted  of  the  lands  of  his  father’s  in- 
heritance, and  among  others  of  this  manor  of  Eaft 
Wickham.  After  the  death  of  queen  Mary,  he  grew 
much  in  favor  and  efteem  with  queen  Elizabeth ; in- 
fomuch,  that  he  was,  in  the  ift  year  of  her  reign,  ele<5ted 
one  of  the  knights  of  the  garter,  at  which  time  he  bore 
for  his  arms  a coat,  containing  thofe  of  Howard,  Bro- 
therton,  W arren,  Mowbray,  and  Maltre vers. 

In  the  4th  year  of  that  reign  he  alienated  this  manor 
to  truftees,"'  who,  by  his  diredlion,  conveyed  it  tliat 
year  to  John  Olyffe,*  afterwards  knighted,  and  an  al- 
derman of  London,  who  died  poflelTed  of  it  in  i577> 
and  bore  for  his  arms.  Or  and  fable^  'party  per  pale  and 
chevrouy  three  greyhounds  headSy  erafed  and  colouredy 
comterchanged. 

On  his  death,  Jane,  his  wife,  became  poflefiTed  of  a 
life  eftate  in  it,  and  in  the  24th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
in  1581,  having  married  John  Omfted,  he  had  in  her 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  g. 

* Aubrey’s  Antiq.  of  Surry,  vol.  ii.  p,  jj. 
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SuffS  “ ^‘‘^•‘^  by 

On  her  death  Sir  OlyfFe  Leigh,  fon  of  John  Leigh. 

• in  Surry,  became  entitled  to  it,  in 

1^^^  ^bie  daughter  and  heir,  by  her 
firft  iuifband.  Sir  John  Olyffe,  as  will  be  further  men- 
tioned hereafter. 

This  family  of  Leigh  is  defcended  from  William  a 
Legh,  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  kino- 
Ldward  III.  His  fon,  Robert  de  Legh  held  the  ma- 
nor of  Eft-Legh,  in  this  county,  of  the  archbifliop,  by 
knights  lervice.  In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
Walter  a Legh  pofTefled  the  above  manor  of  Eft  Leoh 
or  Leigh,  and  the  manor  of  Sibeton  adjoining;  of  whfch 
Ins  defcendant,  Thomas  Legh,  was  poflefled  in  kino- 
Henry  the  V Ith's  reign.  He  left  one  fon,  John  Legh^ 
who  was  of  Addington,  in  Surry,  of  which  county  he 

and  dying  in  1479,  lies  buried  in 
that  church  his  fon  John  Leigh,  alias  a Legh,  was  of 
that  place  likewife,  and  was  ftierifF  of  the  fame  county 
in  i486,  and  juftice  of  the  quorum.  His  defcendant 
ofthe  fame  name,  was  of  Addington,  and  appears  to’ 
have  been  poflefled  of  good  eftates  in  Kent  and  elfe- 
where,  for,  by  a deed  of  exchange  made  by  him,  with 
king  Henry  the  Vlllth,  in  the  35  th  year  of  that  reign, 
anno  1543,  he  pafled  away  feveral  manors  in  this  and 
other  counties,  for  other  lands  therein  mentioned,' 
bearing  for  his  arms.  Or,  on  a chevron  fable,  three  lions 
r^pant  argent  He  married  Ifabel,  daughter  of  John 
Harvey  of  Thurley,  in  Bedfordfliire,  and  foie  After 
1 Harvey,  by  whom  he  had  Nicho- 

las Leigh,  efq.  of  Addington,  who,  in  confequence  of 
a bargain  made  by  his  father,  with  the  fame  king,  con- 
veyed to  him^  the  manor  of  Leigh  before-mendoned, 
in  confideration  of  which  he  had  granted  to  him  the 

manor  of  Addington,  and  other  premifes  there,  late  be- 


b Aubrey.  Ibid.  p.  35,  36.  c 
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longing  to  the  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalern,  of 
which  himfelf  and  his  anceftors  had  been  tenants  from 
the  time  of  king  Henry  the  Vlth.**  He  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Carew,  of  Beddington,  in 
Surry,  by  whom  he  had  John  Leigh,  efq.  of  Adding- 
ton, who  died  in  1576,  having  married  Joane,  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Sir  John  OlyfFe,  as  before-mentioned, 
who  furvived  him,  by  whom  he  had  leveral  fons  and 
daughters ; Olyffe,  the  eldeft  fon,  will  be  further  rnen- 
tioned,  and  Charles  went  captain  of  a fliip  to  Guinea, 
to  make  difcoveries  in  1604,  and  died  there  foon  af- 
terwards.' 

The  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Olyffe  Leigh,  was  hkewife  of 
Addington,  and  fucceeded  his  mother  in  this  manor  as 
has  been  before -mentioned.  He  died  in  16 11,  and 
lies  buried  with  his  anceftors  in  Addington  church, 
leaving  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Browne,. of  Beechworth-caftle,  an  only  fon  Sir  Francis 
Leigh,  who  was  of  Addington,  and.  had  been  fheriff  of 
Surry  during  his  father’s  life-time  in  1600.^  He  was 
twice  married ; firft  to  Elizabeth  Mitton,  alias  Morton  j 
and  2dly,  to  Chriftian,  fecond  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Thynne,  of  Longleat.  He  died  in  1644,  leaving  by 
his  firft  wife  a fon  and  heir,  Wooley  Leigh,  efq.  who 
was  of  Thorpe,  in  Surry,  and  by  his  fecond  wife  two 
fons,  Thomas,  who  was  anceftor  of  the  Leighs  of  Haw- 
ley, in  this  county;  and  William,  anceftor  of  Thomas 
Leigh,  of  Farnham,  in  Surry. 

Wooley  Leigh,  efq.  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  cf 
Sir  John  Hare,  of  Stow  Bardolph,  in  Norfolk,  (who 
furviving  him,  afterwards  married  Sir  John  Lowther, 
of  Weftmoreland). 

By  her  he  had  Sir  Thomas  I^eigh,  who  left  two  fons, 
Sir  John  Leigh,  his  heir,  and  Wooley  Leigh,  efq.  who, 
left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  Mary,  married  to  John 

•’  Inrolm,  Aug.  off.  ' Naval  Chron.  vol.  ii.  p.  287. 

f Aubrey  ibid,  p.  40. 
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Bennet,  by  whom  fhe  had  ifTue  j and  Anne,  to  Henry 
bpencer,  by  whom  fhe  had  a fon,  Woolcy  Leioh  Soen- 

cer,8  of  both  whom  further  mention  will  be  made 
hereafter. 


Sir  John  Leigh,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas,  by 
Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Barton,  feneant-- 
at-law,  who  afterwards  married  William  Walfham 
dq.  and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  left  Sir  Tohn  Lieo-h" 
his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  of  Addington,*and  died^ in 
1737,  having  been  twice  married  i firfl,  to  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Sir  Stephen  Lennard,  of  Weft  Wickham 
bart.  and  2dly,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
Vade,  of  Bromley.  He  had  ifTue  only  by  his  firft  wife  A / ,.^/  / /'  - 

a fon  Francis,  who  was  of  Addington,  and  died  without  I 

ifluein  his  father’s  life-time,  in  1731. 

But  before  I proceed  further  in  the  account  of  this  ^ 

manor,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  fome  account  of  the 

branch  of  tnis  family,  afterwards  feated  at  Hawley  in 
this  county. 


Sir  Francis  Leigh,  of  Addington,  left  by  Chriftian 
1 hynne,  his  fecond  wife,  two  fons,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned.  Of  thefe,  Thomas,  the  eldeft,  refided  in 
thispanfh,  and  married  Chriftian  Lutterel,  by  whom 
^ had  iftue  Sir  Francis  Leigh,  who  firft  fettled  at 

K knight  of  the  fhire  for  this  county  in 

me  hrit  parliament  of  queen  Anne.  He  firft  fettled  at 
1 ring  in  Hertfordlhire,  where  he  married  his  firft 

nlfr-1  ^hat 

place.  She  died  in  1691,  and  lies  buried  in  Addington 

church  ; where  his  arms,  having  a crefcent  for  differ- 
ence, as  a younger  branch  of  Leigh,  are  impaled  with 
hers.  Argent y a chevron  azure,  between  three  fquirrils 
After  this  he  removed  into  Kent,  and  fettled  at 
Hawley,  near  Dartford,  and  died  there  in  17  ii,  leav- 
mgby  Frances  Cheney,  his  fecond  wife,  Francis,  his 
heir,  and  fevcral  daughters,  of  whom,  Chriftian  married 


f Stemm.  Cliich. 


p.  240,  and  AISS.  pedigree  of  Leigh. 

^ 4 Francis 


200  ' LITTLE  AND  LESNES  HUNDRED. 

Francis  Ifaac  Bargrave  of  Eaftry,by  whom  flie  had  Ifaac 
Bargrave,  elq.  late  of  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  but  now  of 
Eaftry,  and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Robert  Bargrave. 

Francis  Leigh,  efq.  the  fon,  waslikewife  of  Hawley. 
Fie  died  in  1734,  and  was  buried  at  Sutton-at- Hone 
church,  leaving  by  Jane  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Thomas  Gifford,  efq.  of  Pennis,  and  widow  of  M r.  Finch 
Umphrey,  who  died  in  1766,  and  was  buried  at  Eynel- 
ford,  two  fons ; Francis  Leigh,  efq.  who  was  of  Haw- 
ley, and  died  without  iffue  in  1774;  and  Richard 
Leigh,  efq.  ferjeant-at-law,  who  died  in  1772,  leaving 
one  fon,  Richard,  heir  iikewife  to  his  uncle  Francis,  and 
a daughter  named  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Mum- 
ford,  efq.  of  Sutton-at-Hone. 

Having  thus  finifhed  the  defcent  of  the  different 
branches  of  this  family,  I fhall  now  return  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  manor  of  Eaft  Wickham. 

Sir  John  Leigh,  laft  mentioned  above,  as  of  Adding- 
ton, died  in  1737,  leaving  no  iffue  furviving,  by  either 
of  his  ,wives,  and  poffeffed,  among  other  premifes,  of 
this  manor  of  Eaft  Wickham.  By  his  will  he  devifed 
it  with  other  his  lands  in  Kent  to  his  father-in-law,  Wil- 
liam Wade,  and  his  lands  in  Surry  to  Francis  Leigh,  efq. 
of  Hawley,  and  afterwards  made  a deed  of  fetdement 
of  them  accordingly. 

On  Sir  John’s  death,  in  1737,  William  Wade  en- 
tered on  thefe  eftates  in  Kent,  as  did  Francis  Leigh  and 
others  on  thofe  in  Surry.  Two  years  after  which  John 
Bcnnet,  who  had  married  Mary,  and  Henry  Spencer, 
who  had  married  Anne,  the  two  daughters  and  coheirs 
of  Wooley  Leigh,  younger  brother  of  Sir  John  Leigh, 
fatherof  Sir  John  Leigh,  the  teftator,  and  as  fuch  his 
neareft  kin,  and  heirs  at  law,  in  right  of  their  wives, 
exhibited  a bill  in  chancery,  fetting  forth,  that  the  will 
and  fetdement  were  obtained  by  the  management  of 
William  Wade,  and  others,  and  executed  by  Sir  John 
Leigh,  at  a time  when  he  was  incapacitated,  as  well 
by  weaknefs  of  body  as  of  mind,  to  difpofe  of  his  eftates. 
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In  1742  the  lord  chancellor  decreed,  that  the  deeds 
of  fetdement  were  procured  by  fraud,  and  fhould  be  de- 
livered up  to  be  cancelled  j and  that  William  Wade 
Ihould  convey  this  manor  and  lands  in  Kent  to  the  laid 
Mary  and  Anne,  as  heirs  at  law  to  Sir  John  Leigh,  to 
hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  as  tenants  in  common, 
and  not  as  joint  tenants,  and  they  accordingly  took 
polTelTion  of  them.  After  which,  Francis  Leigh,  efq. 
preferred  a petition  to  the  chancellor,  that  he  might 
make  a new  defence,  but  this  appeal  was  difmilled. 
On  which  he  appealed  to  the  hoiiie  of  lords,  and  the 
caufe  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,  on  Jan.  28, 
1744,  when  the  chancellor’s  decree  was  affirmed. 

John  Bennet  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  Henry  Spencer 
and  Anne  his  wife,  being  thus  confirmed  in  their  right 
to  the  inheritance  of  Sir  John  Leigh’s  eftates,  both  in 
Surry,  Kent,  and  elfewhere,  continued  in  polTeffion  of 
them,  as  tenants  in  common,  till  the  year  1767  j when 
both  John  Bennet  and  Henry  Spencer  being  decealed, 
the  devifees  of  the  former  joined  with  Anne  Spencer, 
widow  of  the  latter,  in  procuring  an  a6l  of  parliament 
for  dividing  thefe  eftates.  In  the  partition  of  which 
this  manor  of  Eaft  Wickham,  among  other  lands,  was 
allotted  to  the  devifees  of  John  Bennet ; one  of  whom, 
the  Rev.  W ooley  Leigh  Bennet,  re6tor  of  Finmore, 
in  Oxfordffiire,  died  there  in  1790,  poffielTed  of  it,  and 
his  fon,  the  Rev.  John  Leigh  Bennet  is  now  the  pro- 
prietor of  this  manor. 

CHARITIES. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  this 
parilli  certain  houfes  and  land,  vefted  in  the  inhabitants,  and  of 
the  annual  produce  of  2I.  12s. 

Mr.  William  Foster,  of  Croydon,  in  1728  founded  a 
fehooi  at  this  place,  for  20  poor  children,  of  Eaft  Wickham  and 
M'elling,  endowing  it  with  fome  lands  at  .Croydon,  now  worth 
about  20I.  per  annum,  as  a falary^for  the  mafter. 

East  Wickham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry 
of  Dartford. 
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The  church,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  is  a fmall 
antient  ftrudlure,  confifting  of  a nave  and  chancel ; at 
the  weft  end  is  a fmall  turret,  and  a wooden  Ipire^ 
having  two  bells  in  it.  The  font  is  oftagonal,  orna- 
mented with  quaterfoils. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following : — In  the  nave,  a mural  monument  for  Catherine, 
daughter  of  John  Barton,  ferjeant  at  law,  firft  married  to  Sir 
John  Leigh,  of  Addington,  in  Surry  ; zdly,  to  William  Wal- 
tham, efq.  of  the  Middle  Temple,  obt.  1715,  aet.  53  ; and  for 
the  faid  William  Walfliam,  who  died  1728,  aet.  63.  Beneath 
thefe  arms,  table,  a chevron  argent  between  3 cinquefoils,  or, 
impaling  argent  3 boars  heads  couped,  gu.  langued,  or.  In  the 
thancel,  a grave-ftone,  on  which  has  been  a brafs  plate,  the  length 
of  the  ftone,  in  form  of  a crofs  flory  gradated,  now  torn  away, 
except  the  effigies  of  a man  and  woman  at  half  length,  and  piece 
of  the  infeription  in  capitals  of  the  14th  century,  for  John  de 
Bladicdoneand  Maud,  the  reft  obliterated.  On  the  north  fide,  on 
a grave-ftone,^  the  effigies  of  a man  in  brafs,  between  his  three 
•wives.  He  is  reprelented  as  a corpulent  man,  with  a thick 
beard,  and  rough  in  his  uniform,  with  trunk  breeches  andfword 
by  his  fide,  having  on  his  breaft  a rofe,  furmounted  by  a crown, 
and  under  him  an  infeription  in  black  letter,  for  William  Payn, 
yeornan  of  the  guard,  and  Elizabeth,  Joane,  and  Joane,  his  wives, 
he  died  in  1 568,  beneath  are  the  effigies  of  his  3 fons.'' 

This  church  was  always  accounted  as  a chapel  to 
Plumftedj  and  as  fuch  is  not  in  charge  in  the  king’s 
books.* 

Being  an  appendage  to  Plumfted,  it  was  of  courle 
included  in  the  gift  made  of  that  church  and  manor  to 
St.  Auftin  s monaftery,  near  Canterbury,  and  continued 
with  it  till  its  fuppreffionj  after  which  it  was,  together 
with  the  manor , church,  &c.  of  Plumfted,  granted  by 
king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  30th  year,  to  Sir  Edward 
Boughton,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  account  of  that  manor 
as  follows. 

Sir  Edward  Boughton  died  poflefled  of  the  church 
of  Plumfted  and  this  chapel,  which  he  held  in  capite 

*'  See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  at  large,  in  Roff. 
P-  992-  ‘ Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis.  ° 
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by  knights  fervice.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon, 
Nicholas  Boughton,  whofe  fon  and  heir  Edward,  in  the 
9th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  had  poflefllon  granted, 
among  other  premifes,  of  that  church,  with  the  chapel 
ofEaft  Wickham,  held  of  the  king  as  aforefaid.  In 
the  17th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  Edward  Boughton 
alienated  the  tythes  arifing  from  all  the  lands  in  Wel- 
ling andEafl  Wickham,  to  John  Hawkins,'^  who  was^ 
afterwards  knighted  in  1588,  for  his  gallant  behaviour 
at  the  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  armada. 

Having  founded  an  hofpital  for  poor  diftreffed  mari- 
ners at  Chatham,  about  the  36th  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
he  conveyed  thefe  tythes  to  the  governors  of  it,  for  the 
life  of  his  charity  there  for  ever,  where  the  inheritance  of 
them  remains  at  this  time.*  Mr.  Chriftopher  Chapman 
is  the  prefent  lelTee  of  them. 

But  the  patronage  of  the  chapel  of  Eaft  Wickham, 
with  the  other  dues  and  profits  belonging  to  it,  ftill 
continue  annexed  to  the  vicarage  of  Plumfted,  the 
vicar  of  which  is  prefented  and  inftituted  to  the  vi- 
carage of  Plumfted,  with  the  chapel  of  Eaft  Wickham 
annexed. 
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LIES  the  next  parifh  northward  from  Eaft  Wick- 
ham, on  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  which  is  its 
northern  boundary. 

This  parifh,  which  contains  about  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  acres  of  land,  lies  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
damp  and  foggy  air  of  the  marfhes,  that  it  is  far  from 
being  healthy.  The  high  road  to  Woolwich  paftes 
through  it,  Separating  the  marfhes  from  the  upland  ; 
on  this  road  ftands  the  village  of  Plumfted,  having  the 

’*  Rot.  Efch.  ejusanni,  pt.  2. 

1 See  more  of  Sir  John  Hawkins,  under  Chatham. 
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Plumfted  park-houfe  nearly  in  the  center  of  it,  and 
the  court-lodge,  church,  and  parfonage  to  the  eaft- 
■ward,  and  a little  farther  the  hamlet  of  Boftall,  or  Bof- 
ton,  as  it  is  frequently  called,  and  the  heath  of  the  fame 
name  ■,  fouthward  of  the  village  is  Plumfted  common. 
I he  upland  or  fouthern  part  of  the  parilh  is  very  hilly, 
and  much  covered  with  coppice  w'oods,  not  lels  than 
four  hundred  acres,  reaching  up  to  the  high  Dover 
road,  and  taking  into  its  bounds  the  whole  northern 
fide  of  Shooter’s-hill,  an  account  of  which,  with  the 
buildings  on  it,  has  been  already  given  under  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  adjoining  parifh  of  Eltham.  The 
fouthern  upland  in  this  parilh  is  very  poor,  being  moftly 
, gravel,  or  a ftiff  clay.  The  lower  part  is  more  fertile, 
in  which  are  included  ninety  acres,  ufed  for  market 
gardens,  of  which  fifty  are  for  green  peas,  and  about 
one  hundred  acres  of  orchard,  chiefly  planted  with 
cherries.  The  more  northern  part,  being  the  marlh 
land,  which  is  bounded  northward  by  the  river  Thames, 
contains  near  a thoufand  acres,  being  about  a mile  and 
a half  acrofs  each  way ; thefe  marlhes  are  very  rich 
and  fertile,  about  one  hundred  acres  of  them  are  an- 
nually ploughed  up,  and  bear  exceeding  great  crops  of 
corn.  Between  Plumfted  and  Crayford,  in  a lane 
leading  to  the  marfhes,  is  found  Mufcus  Palmaris,  qua- 
luor  gejlans  in  fummitate  folia  ad  injiar  formentillce.”' 

King  Edgar,  in  the  year  960,  gave  to  the  monaftery 
of  St.  Auftin,  near  the  city  of  Canterbury,  four  plough 
lands,  called  Plumftede,  which  were  afterw'ards  taken 
away  by  Godwyn,  earl  of  Kent,  who  gave  them  to  his 
fourth  ion  Toftan. 

King  Edward  the  Confeflbr  reftored  them  again  to 
the  monafteiy;  but  on  his  death,  in  the  year  1066, 
Toftan  again  took  poftelTion  of  them.  He  was  flain  in 
rebellion  againft  his  brother  king  Harold,  who  feized 
on  this  among  the  reft  of  his  eftates.  After  the  fatal 

“ Merrett’s  Pinax,  p.  8 1 . 
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battle  of  Haftings,  In  which  king  Harold  loft  both  his 
kingdom  and  his  life,  the  Conqueror  gave  it,  amomr 
other  vaft  pofteftions  in  this  county,  to  Odo,  bifliop  of 
Baieux,  his  half  brother,  whom  he  afterwards  made 
earl  of  Kent ; foon  after  which  a moiety  of  this  land, 
at  the  intercedion  of  archbilliop  Lanfrance,  and  by  the 
intereft  of  Scotland,  then  abbot  of  St.  Auftin’s,  who 
was  a Norman  by  birth,  and  had  been  prefented  to  this 
poft  by  the  king  himfelf,  was  reftored  to  that  monaf- 
tery,  and  by  the  conqueror’s  charter  confirmed  to  it. 
Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  at  the  fame  time  quitting  his 
claim  to  it,  and  fubfcribing  this  donation.  Not  long- 
after  which  Odo,  by  his  deed,  anno  1074,  niade  a 
grant  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  the  other  moiety  of 
this  parifti  of  Plumfted,  to  hold  of  him  as  chief  lord  of 
the  fee." 

Accordingly  thefe  moieties  are  thus  feparately  entered 
in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  which  was  taken  about  the 
year  1080. 

The  former,  under  the  title  of  the  land  of  the  church 
of  St.  Auguftine,  as  follows  : 

In  Litelai  hundred.  'The  abbot  of  St.  Augufine  has 
I manor,  named  Plumfede,  which  was  taxed  at  2 fu~ 
lings  and  i yokci  The  arable  land  is  ...  . In  demefne 
there  is  i carucate  and  17  villeins,  zvith  6 cottagers, 
having  6 carucates,  there  is  wood  for  the  pannage  of  ^ 
hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confefjbr,  and 
afterwards  it  was  worth  10  pounds,  now  pounds,  and 
yet  it  pays  14  pounds  and  8 f hillings  and  3 pence. 

The  latter  thus,  under  the  general  title  of  the  bifliop 
of  Baieux’s  lands  : 

The  abbot  of  St.  Augufine  holds  of  the  bifoop  of 
Paieux,  Plumfed.  It  was  taxed  at  1 fu lings  and  t 
yoke.  I he  arable  land  is  5 carucates.  In  demefne  there 
is  I carucate  and  17  villeins,  with  3 borderers,  hav- 


Regift.  Monaft.  St,  Augxift,  Cart.  163  and  200.  Dec.  Script, 
col.  1779  and  1787, 
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ing  4 cariicates.  There  is  wood  for  the  -pannage  of  5 
hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefor  it  was 
worth  I o pounds i when  he  received  it  8 pounds.,  and  now 
as  much.,  and  yet  he  who  holds  it  pays  12  pounds,  Brixi 
■Cih  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

Reginald,  fon  of  Gervafe  dc  Cornhill,  who  lived 
abouc  that  time,  releafed  to  the  abbot  and  convent  all 
claim  in  this  manor  from  David  de  Cornhill,  and  Ro- 
bert his  brother,  who  had  rented  it  of  them.  In  1273 
Nicholas  de  Spina  was  elected  abbot  of  this  monaftery, 
and  the  next  year  there  was  a general  aid  paid  to  him, 
as  for  his  palfrey,  by  the  feveral  tenants  of  it,  thofe  of 
Plumfted  paying  him  feven  pounds.® 

Lora  de  Ros,  lady  of  Horton,  in  1 287,  quit-claimed 
CO  Thomas,  abbot,  and  the  convent  of  St.  Auguftine, 
all  her  right  to  two  carucates  of  land,  and  fifty  acres  of 
wood,  in  the  manor  of  Plumfted,  in  confideration  of 
which,  they  granted,  that  fhe  and  her  heirs  Ihould  be 
partakers  of  the  prayers  performed  in  their  church, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  their  own  brothers  and  domef- 
tics.  It  feems  that  Robert,  the  laft  abbot  but  one,  had 
recovered  a moiety  of  this  manor  againft  Richard  de 
Ros,  her  kinfman,  whofe  heir  fhe  was ; it  having  been 
found,  by  a jury  of  grand  aflize,  that  his  anceftors  held 
this  land  in  fee  farm  of  the  abbot  and  convent  at  the 
rent  of  twelve  pounds  per  annum.P 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  the  abbot  was 
fummoned  before  Hervy  de  Stanton,  and  his  focieties, 
Juftices  itinerant  in  this  county,  to  fhew  by  what  right 
he  claimed  fundry  liberties,  as  well  on  the'  land  as  the 
water,  in  his  manor  of  Plumftede,  and  others  by  them 
fpecified  ; and  free  warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands  in 
this  manor  and  others,  and  a market  weekly  in  his 

“Ibid.  Regift.  Cart.  247.  Decim.  Script.  coL  1788,  1863. 
Regift.  Mon.  St.  Aug.  Cart.  325.  Dec.  Script,  col.  1921. 

p Dec.  Script,  col.  1942,  1949.  Regift.  Mon.  St.  Aug.  Cart. 
31 1 and  370. 
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manor  of  Plumfted  on  a Wednefday,  and  a fair  yearly 

c”  the  Eve  day,  and  morrow  of 

bt.  Nicholas  j and  view  of  frank  pledge,  and  whatfo- 
cver  belonged  to  it  in  this  manor  among  others ; and 
waif  and  wreck  of  the  fea,  together  with  year  and  wafte, 
and  all  cattle,  called  weif^  in  this  manor  among  others- 
to  which  the  abbot  pleaded,  that  king  Edward  I.  by 
his  charter,  granted  to  St.  Auguftine,  and  the  convent 
there,  the  liberty  of  foke  and  fake,  &c.  as  above- 
mentioned,  which  charter  he  then  produced.  And 
further,  that  the  then  king  (Edward  II.)--having  in- 
ipefted  the  charter  of  confirmation  of  the  late  kino- 
Henry  his  grandfather, in  which  was  contained  tha? 
of  the  late  king  John  his  father,  by  which  the  latter 
granted  and  confirmed  to  the  church  of  St.  Auguftine, 
and  the  abbot  and  monks  there,  in  free,  pure,  and  per- 
petual alms,  for  ever,  their  fake  and  foke,  and  breach 
of  the  peace,  and  other  privileges,  and  their  toll  upon 
the  land  and  the  water,  and  the  cuftom  called  theomas, 
upon  all  their  tenants  in  fee  fimple,  which  they  had 
had  given  them,  &c.--had  confirmed  thofe  grants  and 
confirmations  of  king  John  and  king  Henry,  to  the 
then  abbot  and  convent.  By  reafbn  of  all  which  he 
claimed  the  above  liberties,  and  he  further  faid,  that 
the  liberties  in  the  aforefaid  charter  of  king  Edward 
were  allowed  in  the  laft  iter  of  John  de  Berewick,  and 
others  his  fociates,  juftices  itinerant  in  this  county. 
And  as  to  free  warren,  market,  fair,^  view  of  frank 
pledge,  and  wreck  ofthe  fea,  together  with  all  liberties  and 
tree  cuftoms,  year  and  wafte,  and  cattle  called  waifs  in 
the  manors  of  Plumftede,  &c.  that  all  thefe  liberties 
were  allowed  in  the  faid  laft  iter.  And  that  the  kino- 
had  confirmed  the  faid  grant  and  confirmation  of  kinS 
Edward  his  father,  to  the  then  abbot  and  convent,  and 
their  lucceflbrs,  as  by  his  charter  more  plainly  appeared. 

r reign.  Decim,  Script,  col.  2271, 

^ Ibid.  Cart,  54  Hen.  HI.  ' 
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And  furdier  the  abbot  pleaded,  that  the  then  king, 
having  infpected  the  record  of  John  de  Bere wick,  and 
his  fociates,  juftices  itinerant  of  the  late  king  Edward, 
in  the  2 ift  year  of  his  reign,  to  hold  the  common  pleas 
in  this  county,  concerning  the  liberties  claimed  and  al- 
lowed in  it ; for  fome  of  which  the  abbot  and  convent 
had  not  as  yet  had  any  charter  from  any  of  the  king’s 
progenitors ; therefore,  being  willing  to  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  abbot  and  convent,  and  their  fuc- 
cefTors,  and  to  do  them  a further  favor,  the  king 
granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  his  charter,  that  they 
llrould  have  for  ever,  in  their  manors,  all  the  liberties 
contained  in  the  record,  &c,  granting  likewife  to  them, 
that  although  neither  they  nor  their  predecefTors  had 
as  yet  ufed  any  of  thefe  liberties,  yet  that  they  Ihould, 
by  virtue  of  the  faid  charter,  fully  ufe  and  enjoy  them, 
and  every  part  thereof,  for  ever,  without  any  hindrance 
or  impediment  from  the  king  or  his  officers,  &c.  which 
charter  was  dated  at  Dover,  in  the  6 th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward II.®  upon  which  the  whole  of  thefe  liberties  was 
allowed  to  the  abbot  and  convent  by  the  juftices 
itinerant. 

King  Edward  III.  in  his  5th  year,  exempted  the  men 
and  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Plumftedfrom  their  atten- 
dance at  the  tiirne  of  the  fheriff,  heretofore  made  by 
the  borlholder,  with  four  men  of  each  borough  within 
it,  and  directed  his  writ  to  Roger  de  Reynham,  then 
ftieriff  of  Kent,  commanding,  that  for  the  future  they 
fhould  be  allowed  to  perform  it  with  one  man  only,  and 
by  his  charter  of  inj^eximusy  in  his  36th  year,  he  con- 
firmed to  the  monaftery  all  the  manors  and  pofieffions 
given  to  it  by  former  kings,  among  which  is  that  of 
William  the  Conqueror  granting  back  this  manor  of 
Plumfted  to  the  abbot  and  convent,  with  the  teftimony 
of  bifhop  Odo  to  it,  releafing  all  claim  he  might  have 
to  it.  At  the  fame  time  king  Edward  confirmed  to 

J Dec.  Script,  col.  2015.  Cart.  6 Edw.  II.  No.  3. 
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them,  by  his  like  charter,  the  feveral  grants  of  liberties 
and  confirmations  made  by  the  kings  his  predecefTors 

among  which  are  tliofe  which  have  been  mentioned 
before. 

By  a taxation  of  the  temporalities  of  this  monaftery, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  thofe  at  Plumfted 
were  valued  at  69I.  los.  6d.‘  King  Henry  VI.  con- 
firmed  the  leveral  liberties  formerly  granted  to  this 
monaftery." 

This  manor,  together  with  the  church  of  Plumfted 
and  the  chapel  of  Wickham  annexed  to  it,  remained 
part  of  the  pofleftions  of  the  monaftery  till  its  final  dif- 
lolution,  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when 
this  noble  abbey,  with  all  Its  revenues,  was  furrendered 
into  the  kings  hands  by  John  Eflex,  then  abbot,  and 
thirty  more  members  of  it.'^ 

The  manor  and  church  of  Plumfted  becoming  thus 
vefted  in  the  crown,  did  not  long  remain  there  ; for  on 
January  20th  following,  the  king,  by  deed  inrolled  in 
the  Augmentation-office,^  granted,  in  exchange  for 
other  eftates,  to  Sir  Edward  Boughton,  of  Burwafli’ 
court,  in  this  pariffi,  this  manor,  and  the  parfonage 
late  belonging  to  St.  Auguftine’s  monaftery  j and  all 
tythes  of  corn  and  grain,  and  other  things  belonging  to 
the  fame,  within  the  pariffies  and  villages  of  Plumfted, 
Boftall,  Wickham,  Welling,  Woolwich,  Bexley,  Lefe- 
nefs,  Erith,  andAard,  alias  Crayford,  and  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage  of  Plumfted,  and  of  the  chapel  of 
Wickham  thereunto  annexed,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  four 
pounds,  and  next  year  Sir  Edward  Boughton,  amono' 
others,  procured  his  lands  and  pofleffions  to  be  difga- 
•^elled  hy  ad  of  parliament  j being  called  in  the  aft, 
Sir  Edward  Bowton,  as  his  name  was  then  pronounced. 

I 2054,  2123,  2129,  2163. 
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He  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules y on  a fefs  argent,  three 
Jleurs  de  Its  azure,  between  three  goats  heads  erajed  of 
the  third,  attired,  or. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  33d  year,  made  a further 
grant  to  him  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  marfh 
land,  then  covered  with  water,  in  this  parifh,  parcel  of 
the  manor,  adjoining  northward  to  fifty  acres  of  Martin 
Bowes ; and  feveral  parcels  of  wood  in  Wickham,  and 
other  premifes  in  Pliimfted,  in  the  pofTeflion  of  Mar- 
tin Bowes,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.^  He 
died  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  pofTeffed  of 
this  manor,  with  the  church,  and  the  chapel  of  Eaft 
Wickham,  four  meffuages,  and  eleven  hundred  acres 
of  arable,  marfh,  pafture,  and  wood,  in  Plurafted,  then 
held  as  before-mentioned.  In  all  which  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  fon,  Nicholas  Boughton,  efq.  on  whofe 
death  in  the  9th  year  of  queen  ^izabeth,  his  fon  and  ' 
heir,  Edward  Boughton,  efq.  had  poffefTion  granted  of 
this  eftate,  then  held  of  the  kmg  in  the  like  manner ; 
though  among  the  efcheat  rolls  of  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  the  fucceeding  ones,  there  are  many 
entries  of  the  fale  of  lands,  parts  of  this  manor,  made 
by  Sir  Edward  Boughton  and  his  defeendants,  to  dif- 
ferent perfons.  His  defeendant,  Mr.  Boughton,  was  in 
the  pofiefTion  both  of  the  manor  and  church  of  Plum- 
fted,  in  the  year  1656,''  whofe  heirs  in  1685  fold  them 
to  John  Michel,  efq.  of  Richmond,  in  Surry,  whofe 
family  had  been  for  many  years  feated  at  Old  Windfor, 
where  they  had  a good  eftate.  In  the  chancel  of  which 
church  there  are  many  memorials  of  this  family,  and 
in  the  church-yard,  adjoining  to  the  chancel  wall,  is  a 
vault  belonging  to  them.  They  bore  for  their  arms. 
Azure,  three  leopards  heads,  or,  a chief  embattled, 
ermine.^  Humphry  Michel,  efq.  was  furveyor  of 

’■  Rot.  Efch.  ejusanni,  pt.  8.  * Philipott,  p.  277. 

^ Aubrey’s  Antiq.  of  Surry,  vol.  v.  p.  341  and  feq. 
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Wlndfor-caftle  to  queen  Elizabeth,  and  died  in’  1598, 
having  had  two  wives ; firft,  Catherine  Hobbs,  by 
whom  he  had  one  fon,  Francis  j fecondly,  Frances, 
daughter  and  heir  of*  Francis  Waller,  efq.  by  whom  he 
had  Samuel,  and  four  daughters.  Samuel  Michel  mar- 
ried Anne,  daughter  and  heir  to  Ifaac  Rudflone,  of 
Bo6ton  Monchelfey,  in  Kent,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons, 
John  and  Humphry.  She  afterwards  married  Wil- 
liam Duke,  efq,  of  Richmond.  Samuel  Michel,  efq. 
died  in  1613  ; John,  his  eldeft  fon,  died  in  1661,  leav- 
ing a fon,  John;  Humphry,  the  fecond  fon,  died 
without  iffue,  in  1696,  and  left  his  nephew,  John,  foie 
heir  male  of  this  family.  John  Michel,  fon  of  John, 
by  Benet,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Mathew  Read,  of 
Folkeftone,  perfe6tcd  the  endowment  begun  by  him 
of  an  alms-houfe  at  Richmond,  where  he  refided,  and 
dying  unmarried,  by  his  will,  in  1736,^  devifed  this 
manor  of  Plumfted,  with  his  marfh  land  in  this  parilh, 
his  manor  of  Horton-Kirkby,  and  all  his  lands  and 
marfh  lands  in  Sandwich  and  Worde,  in  thfs  county, 
and  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Old  Windfor,  to  the 
provoft  and  fcholars  of  Queen’s  college,  in  Oxford, 
and  their  fuccelTors  for  ever  ; to  the  intent,  that  out  of 
the  revenues  of  the  fame,  eight  mafter-fellows  and  four 
bachelor-fcholars  might  be  maintained  in  the  college, 
with  fuch  competent  allowances  as  the  income  thereof 
might  bear,  which,  by  a moderate  computation,  would 
amount  to  fifty  pounds  per  annum  each  matter,  and 
thirty  pounds  per  annum  each  bachelor;  and  it  was  by 
his  will  provided,  that  after  the  above  payments  were 
fatisfied,  there  would  be  a competent  fund  to  anfwer 
extraordinary  occafions;  and  that  all  furplufages,  which 
might  arife  out  of  the  ettates  by  fine,  improvement  of 
rents,  and  fales  of  timber,  dec.  ttiould  be  laid  out  .in  the 
purchafing  of  advowfons,  or  prefentations  to  livings, 
above  the  value  of  1 20I.  per  annum,  to  be  annexed  for 

* See  an  account  of  this  bequeft,  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  6.  p.  3 740. 
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ever  to  theie  fellowlliips,  with  ieveral  other  regula* 
tions  mentioned  in  the  will. 

But  the  provoft  and  fcholars  of  queen  s college,  not 
thinking  themlelves  lufficiently  empowered  to  put  this 
will  in  execution,  procured  an  act  of  parliament,  in 
the  25th  of  king  George  H.  for  this  purpofe  ; and 
four  under  graduate  exhibitioners  were  added  by 
another  a6t,  pafl'ed  in  1769,  in  which  truft  the  inhe- 
ritance of  this  manor  is  at  prefent  vefted.  The  court 
lodge,  which  is  a neat  building,  js  fltuated  near  the 
church,  being  inhabited  by  Mr.  John  Budgen,  tyho  is 
the  lefiee  of  the  manor  farm  and  demefnes  belonging  to 
it.  The  manor  of  Phimfted  extends  over  thisparifli  and 
part  of  that  of  Eaft  Wickham.  A couit  leet  and 
court  baron  is  held  for  it ; the  quit  rents  are  confi- 
derable  ; all  the  tenants  are  freeholders.  At  the  court 
leet  a conflable  and  ale  Conner  are  elected  for  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Plumfted. 

The  fee  farm  rent  of  four  pounds,  at  firft  payable 
for  this  manor,  by  the  grant  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to 
Sir  Edward  Boughton,  ftill  continues  to  be  paid  for 
it ; though  by  the  feveral  alienations  of  him  and  his 
defeendants,  it  is  divided  into  feveral  proportions,  paid 
by  the  provoft  and  fcholars  of  ^leen’s  college,  Oxon  j 
Matthew  Kenrick,  efq.  the  heirs  of  Sir  Francis  Leigh; 
the  heirs  of  John  Bennet  and  Henry  Spencer,  efq.  (in 
right  of  their  wives,  heirs  of  Sir  John  Leigh)  John 
Lidgbird,  efq.  Mr.  Matthew  Henderup;  the  heir  of 
Mr.  John  Denham ; Mr.  1 homas  Murray ; and  Mrs. 
Rachel  Hofkins;  for  parts  of  this  manor  in  their  fe- 
veral  tenures. 

Burwash-court,  now  commonly  called  BurrifJj- 
place,  is  a feat  in  this  parilli,  lying  at  the  weftern 
bounds  of  it,  almoft  adjoining  to  the  town  of  Wool- 
wich. It  formerly  was  of  fome  account,  from  its  be* 
ing  the  property  of  the  noble  family  of  Burgher fh,  or, 
as  they  were  commonly  called,  Burwafli,  who  fettled 
their  name  on  it. 


Bartholomew 


Bartholomew  de  Burgherdi,  a man  of  great  emi- 
nence in  the  time  of  king  Edward  III.  died  in  the 
29th  year  of  that  reign,  polieffed  of  this  eftate,  as 
appe.ys  by  the  inquifition  taken  after  his  death  ^ and 
that  It  was  then  efteemed  a manor  whofe  eldeft  fon 
and  heir,  of  the  fame  name,  was  in  fuch  high  efteem 
with  king  Edward  III.  that,  on  the  inflitution  of  the 
order  of  the  Garter,  he  was  made  one  of  the  knights 
companions  of  it. 

_ He  paffed  this  eftate  away,  with  much  other  land 
in  this  county,  in  the  43d  year  of  that  reign,  to  Sir 
Walter  de  Paveley,  K.  G.  in  whofe  family  it  remained 
until  the  latter  end  of  king  Richard  11.  and  then  it 
was  conveyed  to  Vaux,  of  Northamptonlhire  ; in 
which  name  it  ftaid  till  the  latter  end  of  Henry  VI.’s 
reign,  when  it  was  alienated  to  John  Grene,  efq.  whofe 
fon.  Sir  Thomas  Grene,  was  found,  jointly  with  Ma- 
tilda his  wife,  to  hold  this  manor  and  feat  of  Boro- 
walhe  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  Thomas  Grene,  his  fon,  being  then  an 
infant. 

^ In  this  family  it  remained  till  the  beginning  of 
king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  when  it  was  fold  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Boughton,  who  made  this  place  his  refidence ; 
and  one  of  his  defendants,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  Mr,  Rowland  Willbn,  of 
London,  who,  upon  his  deceafe,  gave  it  to  his  daugh- 
ter, who  firft  married  Dr.  Crifp,  and  afterwards  Col. 
Row  of  Hackney ; both  of  whom,  in  her  right,  be- 
came poirefled  of  a life  eftate  in  it ; after  which  it  be- 
came vefted  in  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Rowland 
Crifp,  who  married  Nathaniel  Macey,  efq.  whofe 
daughter  and  heir,  rnarrying  James  Pattifon,  efq.  he 
became  entitled  to  it.  Their  fon,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
•Pattifon,  reftded  here,  and  died  a few  years  ago  pof- 
feffed  of  this  feat,  leaving  two  fons  and  a daughter, 

“ Rot.  Efch.  ejxis  an,  and  D.igd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p,  35. 
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who  married  John  Martin,  efq.  and  he  now  refides 
in  it. 

Borstall,  or  as  it  is  commonly  called,  Bojlolh  is 
a hamlet  in  the  eaftern  part  of  this  parifh,  which  was 
always  reputed  a manor. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
this  manor  of  Borftal  was  in  the  poffeflion  of  John 
Cutte,  gent,  of  Eliex,  who  fold  it,  in  the  19th  year 
of  that  reign,  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Peter 
in  Weftminfter.  By  an  indenture,  in  the  19th  of 
king  Henry  VII.  between  that  king  and  John  lilippe,^ 
abbot  of  Weftminfter,  and  the  prior  and  convent  of 
that  monaftery,  the  king  granted  them,  on  condition 
of  various  religious  fervices  and  charities  to  be  per- 
formed in  it,  during  his  life  as  well  as  afterwards,  fe- 
veral  advowfons,  and  the  lands,  tenements,  and  pof- 
feftions  of  them,  and  in  ready  money,  51 50I.  to  pur- 
chafe  other  manors,  lands,  &c.  With  this  money 
they  purchafed,  among  others,  this  manor  of  Borftall 
of  John  Cutte,  with  other  lands  in  Plumfted,  Lefnes, 
Borftall,  and  Erith.'*  After  which  the  manor  of  Bor- 
ftall continued  in  the  pofleffion  of  this  monaftery  till 
its  final  dilTolution,  in  the  31ft  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was,  with  all  its  pofieffions,  furrendered  up 
into  the  king’s  hands  by  William  Bcnfon,  the  abbot, 
and  feventeen  monks,  the  king  placing  in  their  room 
a dean  and  prebendaries. 

But  this  eftablifhment  was  foon  again  diffolved,  for 
the  king  next  year  made  it  an  epifcopal  fee,  and  this 
church  of  St.  Peter  a cathedral  church,  confifting  of 
a bifliop,  a dean,  and  twelve  prebendaries,  and  confti- 
tuted  Thomas  Thurlby  the  firft  bifhop  of  it.®  After 
which,  by  other  letters  patent,  in  the  34th  year  of  his 
reigp,  the  king  granted  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  and 

*’  Seethe  account  of  this  indenture  at  large,  in  Harl.  MSS,  No. 
1498,  where  the  originals  are  depofited. 

* Newcourt’s  Rep.  vol.  i.  p.  71 1, 
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their  fucccffors,  feverai  manors,  lands,  &c.  particularly 
fpecified,  ordaining,  that  they  fhould  yearly  eled:  and 
maintain  twenty  fludents  of  divinity  at  the  univerfi- 
ties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  Afterwards,  on  con- 
fideration  of  the  king’s  difcharging  them  of  the  main- 
tenance of  thefe  ftudents,  William  Benfon,  then  dean 
of  Weftminfter,  and  the  chapter,  in  the  36th  year  of 
that  reign,  granted  to  the  king,  for  ever,  among  others, 
the  manor  of  Borftall,  with  its  appurtenances,  late  in 
the  occupation  of  John  at  Deane. Soon  after  which 
the  king  granted  it  to  Jane  Wilkinfon,  to  hold  in  ca- 
pte\  and  (he  next  year  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Bowes, 
gent,  and  the  heirs  male  of  Martin  Bowes  his  father, 
to  hold  of  the  king  in  like  manner.^  His  defcendant 
of  the  fame  name  fold  it  to  it  to  Barnes  ; and  in  the 
17th  of  queen  Elizabeth,  George  Barnes  was  poffefled 
of  the  manors  of  Borftall,  alias  Boftall,  and  Plumfted, 
alias  Aeon,  held  as  above  mentioned.  As  to  which 
latter  manor,  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
Thomas,  the  fon  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  Edmund  Lam- 
byn,  of  London,  granted  to  Sir  John  de  Pulteneye  all 
his  right  to  thofe  lands,  which  fell  to  him  after  his 
father’s  death,  in  Plumfted  and  Eft  Wickham,  of  which 
this  manor  was  part.  In  the  17th  year  of  that  reign 
Sir  John  de  Pulteney  granted  to  Thomas  de  Columber? 
an  annuity  of  ten  marcs,  ilfuing  out  of  it.  He  died 
poftefled  of  it  anno  23  Edward  III.  as  appears  by  the 
efeheat  rolls  of  that  year,  leaving  William  de  Pulteney 
his  fon  and  heir.  In  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  IV. 
Reginald  de  Cobham,  fenior,  died  poflefled  of  it.  Af- 
terwards it  became  parcel  of  the  polfelTions  of  the  hof 
pital  of  St.  Thomas  of  Aeon,  in  Cheaplide,  London  ; 
whence  it  became  to  be  called  Plumfted,  alias  Aeon  ; 
where  it  continued  till  the  furrendry  of  that  hofpital 
by  Laurence  Gofpeller,  the  mafter  of  it,  in  the  30th 

Aiigm,  office,  box  D.  42.  Iiirolled  befoce  \Valter  Hendley, 
efq.  on  the  10th  of  that  month.  * Rot.  Efch.  eor.  annor. 
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year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  George  Barnes,  mentioned 
above,  had  afterwards  a grant  of  this  manor  of  Pium- 
ifed,  alias  Aeon,  held  in  capite  by  knights  fervice,  and 
feveral  melTuages,  with  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land, 
in  Plumfted,  alias  Aeon,  Borftall,  alias  Boftall,  and 
Woolwich,  held  by  like  tenure. 

John  Barnes  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  both  manors 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  when  he  fettled  the 
whole  of  this  eftate,  in  truflees,  for  the  ufe  of  him- 
felf  for  life,  remainder  to  Edward  Altham,  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  who  was  his  daughter.*'  Soon  after 
which  it  became  vefted  in  the  Clothworkers  company 
of  the  city  of  London,  part  of  whole  revenues  it  re- 
mains at  this  time.  Part  of  thefe  lands  are  ftill  called 
by  the  name  of  Weftminfter,  as  having  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  abbey  there.  The  company’s  eftate 
here  is  let  out  by  them  in  different  parcels;  one  part, 
which  lies  near  Woolwich,  is  called  Bramblebury,  and 
is  occupied  by  General  Sir  William  Greene,  bart.  of 
the  corps  of  engineers. 

SuFFOLK-PLACE  FARM  IS  an  eftate,  fituated  in 
the  hamlet  of  Boftall  like  wife,  which  took  its  name 
from  its  noble  poffeffor,  Charles  Brandon,  duke  of 
Suffolk,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII  who  aliena- 
ted it  in  the  27th  year  of  that  reign  to  Sir  Martin 
Bowes,  from  whole  defeendant  it  paffed  away  with  the 
above  mentioned  manors  to  Barnes,  by  the  female  heir 
of  which  name  it  went,  by  marriage^  with  them  to 
Altham,  and  James  (fon  of  Sir  Edward  Altham,  by 
his  fecond  wife  Joan,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Lever- 
thorp,  and  grandfon  of  Elizabeth  Barnes)  fold  it  in 
1 650,  to  Sir  Robert  Jofelyn,  by  whom  it  was  conveyed 
in  1665,  to  the  company,  for  the  propagation  of  the 
golpel  at  Bofton,  in  New  England,  in  whom  it  is  now 
vefted. 


^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  3. 
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Among  the  manufcripts  ot  Roger  Dodfworth,  in 
the  Bodleian  library  in  Oxford,  is  a charter  of  William 
de  Ros,  concerning  the  gilt  of  the  hermitage  here 
to  the  canons  of  St.  IVIary  Overy’s,  in  Southwark.* 

• In  the  nth  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Lefnes  exchanged  their  tenement,  called 
Tang-court,  in  Chefilhurft,  for  an  eftate  in  this  parifli, 
called  Fulham’s-place.'^ 

There  is  an  eftate  in  this  parilh,  called  Plumsted 
I Park  farm,  confifting  of  a good  houfe,  fituated  in 
I the  centre  of  the  village  of  Plumfted,  with  a large 
trail  of  land,  called  the  Park,  belonging  to  it.  In 
7765,  it  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Derbylhire,  by  whom 
it  was  purchafed  of  the  heirs  of  Jolhua  Lomax  ; he 
I that  year  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Curtis,  merchant,  of 
i London,  who  Ibid  it  to  William  Coleman,  efq.  as  he 
did  to  Mr.  Richard  Bowfer,  of  Southwark,  the  pre- 
! fent  pofTeflbr  of  it, 

I ^ The  account  of  the  marshes  in  this  parifh,  and  the 
i imbanking  of  them,  and  the  feveral  accidents  which 
: have  happened  to  them,  and  the  other  marOies  in  the 
neighbouring  parilhes,  adjoining  the  Thames,  may  be 
f feen  fully  delcribed  in  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbank- 
ing. The  care  and  management  of  them  is  now  united 
: under  the  Commiflion  of  Sewers,  extending  from  Lum- 
: bard’s-wall,  a little  below  Greenwich,  to  Gravefend- 
: bridge.  The  firft  mention  that  I find  made  of  the 
I inning  of  the  rnarfhes  in  this  parilh,  is  from  the  annals 
1;  of  St.  Auguftine’s  monaftery,  which  report,  that  in 
I279>  ^nno  8 Edward  I.  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Lyefnes  inclofed  a great  part  of  their  marlh  in  Plum- 
fted; and  that  within  twelve  years  after  they  inned 
1 the  reft  of  it,  to  their  no  fmall  benefit. 

The  firft  mention  that  there  is  of  thefe  marflies, 
which  border  on  this  part  of  the  river  Thames,  having 

‘ Tan.  Mon.  p.  537. 

Pat.  II  Hen.  \T.  pt.  i,  m.  13.  See  Chefilhurft,  p.  15. 
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been  put  under  the  care  of  perforis,  authorifed  by  the 
king  to  take  the  management  ot  them,  is  in  the  8th 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  John  Abel  and  John  de  Hor- 
tone  being  then,  by  letters  patent,  conftituted  com- 
miffioners  for  the  viewing  and  repairing  the  banks, 
ditches,  &c.  and  for  the  fafeguard,  from  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  tide,  of  thofe  marflies  which  he  between 
Dartford,  Flete,  and  Greenwich.  From  which  tim« 
there  were  commiflions,  year  after  year  aimolt,  in  the 
feveral  fucceeding  reigns,  granted  to  different  perfons, 
to  view  and  repair  the  feveral  breaches  made  by  the 
tides,  and  the  defaults  in  the  walls  and  fewers,  oc- 
cafionedby  the  negleA  of  the  occupiers  and  owners  of 
the  marfhes,  from  London  bridge  as  far  as  Gravelend, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  all  matters  relating  to  them, 
according  to  the  marlh  law,  and  according  to  the  law 
and  cuftom  of  the  realm,  and  the  cuftom  of  Romney 
marlh.*  Yet  notwithftanding  thefe  continual  appoint- 
ments, and  the  care  of  the  commiflioners  in  ieeing 
them  put  into  execution,  fuch  had  been  the  back- 
wardnefs  offome,  that  for  want  of  the  timely  repair  of 
thofe  breaches,  which  through  the  violence  of  the 
tides  were  made  in  Plumffed,  Lefnes,  and  Erith,  the 
marff-ies  of  Plumfted  and  Lefnes  had  not  only  been 
fuffered  to  be  drowned,  but  after  feveral  taxes  had 
been  made  for  regaining  them,  and  for  making  a new 
crofs  wall,  from  the  Thames  to  the  Upland,  for  the 
inning  of  Plumffed  marlh,  and  a number  of  acres  in  the 
levels'^  and  marlhes  of  Lefnes,  defending  them  from 
the  overflowing  water  which  entered  at  Erith  breach  j 
and  for  farther  maintenance  of  the  old  marlh  walls  by 
the  Thames  fide,  from  the  New  Crofs  wall,  nigh  Wol- 
wyche,  ieveral  that  were  aflefled  not  paying  their  pro- 
portion, thefe  marlhes  and  the  level  would  have  been 
irrecoverably  loft,  had  not  the  bailiff  of  the  marlh, 

• See  the  feveral  commiffions  granted,  in  Dugdale’s  Hillory  of 
Imbauking,  p.  59,  et  feq.  Lamb.  Per.  p.  482, 

apd 
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and  others,  by  his  aflignment,  laid  down  the  money. 
Therefore,  for  the  recovery  of  thofe  aflefl'ments,  and 
the  better  levying  of  fuch  films  of  money,  as  had  been 
before  employed  for  the  inning  and  defence  of  thofe 
marlhes,  upon  complaint  made  in  parliament  in  the 
22d  of  king  Henry  VIII.  an  ad:  palled  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  as  another  did  in  the  37th  year  of  it.""  But  all 
this  care  leems  to  have  been  inlufficient  for  fome 
time  after  this,  it  was  reprefented  to  the  parliament, 
in  the  5th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  that  there  were 
two  thoufand  acres  in  the  parilhes  of  Erith,  Plumfted, 
and  Lefnes,  which,  in  former  times,  were  good  paf- 
ture  grounds  and  meadows,  but  by  breaches  in  the 
walls  w'ithin  thirty  years,  had  been  laid  walle  by  the 
inundation  of  the  Thames ; and  that  one  Jacobus 
Acontyus,  an  Italian,  fervant  to  the  queen,  had  un- 
dertaken, at  his  own  charges,  their  recovery,  in  con- 
lideration  of  a moiety  of  them  for  his  charges;  but  the 
lords  and  owners  of  them  were  many,  and  had  feveral 
kinds  of  eftates  in  them,  fo  that  their  confent  could 
not  be  procured.  It  was  therefore  enacded,  that  he 
and  his  ahigns  fhould,  at  their  coft  and  charges,  after 
the  loth  of  March,  1562,  during  the  term  of  four 
years  next  following  inne,  fence,  and  win  thefe  grounds 
or  any  parcel  of  them,  and  that  having  fo  done,  he,  his 
heirs,  executors,  or  their  nominees,  in  confideration  of 
fuch  recompence,  lliould  have  one  moiety  of  them,  to 
be  parted  from  the  reft  within  two  years  after  the 
winning  of  them,  by  four  or  more  difcreet  commifti- 
oners,  to  be  appointed  by  the  lord  chancellor  or  lord 
keeper ; after  which  lots  were  to  be  caft  for  the  allign- 
ing  each  proportion  to  the  parties.  After  which  queen 
Elizabeth  ilfued  out  a commiflion,  in  her  7th  year,  to 
inquire  whether  Acontius,  who  undertook  the  innings 
of  thefe  marflies,  had  accordingly  performed  it.  Upon 
yv’hich  they  certified,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year, 

” Dugd.  Hill,  of  Imbanking,  p.  62,  et  feq. 
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that  fix  huixlred  acres  were  then  won  and  inned,  with 
' walls,  banks,  &c.  from  the  water  and  flood  of  die 
river  Thames,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  a£l ; all 
which  was  more  particularly  taken  notice  of  by  another 
a<d,  made  in  that  year,  in  which  it  appears,  that  Jaco- 
bus Acontius  had  won  fome  part  of  them,  which  w'as, 
by  the  violence  of  the  floods,  fhortly  after  loft  ; and 
not  being  able  to  recover  it,  he  deputed  John  Baptifta 
Caftilion,  one  of  the  grooms  of  the  queen’s  privy- 
chamber,  with  feveral  others,  citizens  of  London,  at 
their  cofts  and  charges,  to  inne,  fence,  and  win  the 
fame,  or  fome  convenient  portion  thereof;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  they  did  inne  and  win  a part  thereof, 
containing  about  fix  hundred  acres,  of  which  a divi- 
fion  was  made,  and  the  one  part,  called  the  Eaft  Marfli, 
was  allotted  to  Acontius  and  his  afligns ; and  the  other, 
called  the  Weft  Marfh,  to  the  owners,  &c.  The  Eaft 
Marfh  being  afligned  by  Acontius  to  John  Baptifta 
Caftilion  and  others,  as  above  mentioned,  in  confide- 
ration  of  their  charge,  which  amounted  to  five  thou- 
fand  pounds ; upon  which  it  was  enafted,  that  Caf- 
tilion and  the  reft  of  the  undertakers  above  mentioned, 
Ihould  have  their  part  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever, 
to  be  held  of  the  chief  lord  of  the  fee,  by  fuch  fervices 
as  it  was  formerly  held  ; and  further,  that  they  fhould 
have  power  to  inne  and  win  the  reft  of  the  furrounded 
grounds,  for  the  next  enfuing  eight  years,  and  to  en- 
joy a moiety  of  what  fhould  be  fo  won,  to  be  divided 
by  lots,  as  in  the  former  act.  And  in  the  14th  year 
of  the  fame  reign,  another  adt  was  made,  by  which  it 
appears,  that  the  work  was  not  finiflied  ; and  grant- 
ing eight  years  more  to  Caftilion,  and  the  reft  of  the 
undertakers,  to  accomplifli  their  work  in,  and  to  have 
the  moiety  fo  won  and  divided. 

After  this,  in  the  23d  of  that  reign,  by  another  adt 
it  appears,  that  fince  the  former  one,  all  the  parts  of 
the  undertaking  were  come  to  the  hands  of  John  Bap- 
tifta Caftilion,  and  of  Thomas  Smith,  George  Barnes, 

Richard 
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Richard  Young,  Thomas  Fiflier,  Ferdinando  Pointz, 
James  Guichardine,  and  Roger  James ; and  as  the 
eight  years  were  fully  expired,  and  the  inning  thereof 
having  been  hindered  by  floods  and  tempefts,  it  could 
not  be  finiflied  without  longer  time  ; it  was  therefore 
enabled,  that  it  fliould  be  lawful  for  the  parties  to 
inne  the  fame  within  two  years  after  the  end  of  that 
feflion  of  parliament,  and  then  to  enjoy  the  moiety  of 
luch  partition,  and  to  take  fuch  reed  and  earth  upon 
the  premifes  as  they  fhould  find  needful."  And  in 
confideration  of  their  maintaining  the  banks  one  whole 
year  after  winning  them,  that  they  Ihould  have  an 
half  of  the  eighth  part  ot  the  other  half  fo  won,  to  be 
divided  as  above  mentioned  ; and  further,  that  in  con- 
flderation  of  the  great  charges  about  the  fame,  the 
premifes  Ihould  be  ditcharged  of  all  tithes  whatfoever 
for  the  feven  years  next  after  the  inning  of  them  ; and 
that  all  flielves  and  forelands  between  the  faid  banks 
and  the  river  Thames  Ihould  be  kept  and  maintained 
at  the  common  charge  of  the  owners-and  inners,  their 
heirs  and  afflgns  i and  that  no  earth  or  reeds  fhould 
be  taken  from  them,  but  for  the  ufe  and  repair  of  the 
banks,  upon  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  every  fuch  of- 
fence, to  the  inners  or  owners,  who  were  authorifed 
to  fue  for  the  fame  in  any  court  of  record.  In  the 
27th  year  of  the  fame  reign  another  a(5t  pafled  for  the 
more  effe61;ual  inning  of  Erith  and  Plumfted  Marfh. 
Three  years  after  which,  in  1 587,  there  was  an  inning 
of  one  thoufand  acres  more.  The  great  breach  being 
not  then  made  up,  by  which  about  five  hundred  acres 
next  to  Lefnes  ftill  continued  under  water.®  In  the 
4th  year  of  king  James,  upon  a petition  exhibited  in 
parliament,  for  the  inning  and  winning  of  the  marfh 
grounds,  lying  in  the  drowned  marfhes  of  Lefnes  and 
Fants,  which  had  been  of  long  time  overflowed,  it 
was  enafted  that  William  Burrell,  gent,  of  Middlefex 

” Dugd.  Hift.  of  Imbanking,  p.  64.  ® Lamb.  Per.  p.  483. 
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(who  had  covenanted  with  the  owners  of  thofe  fur- 
rounded  grounds,  by  indentures  made  between  them 
and  him,  in  1606,  for  the  confideration  therein 
exprelied,  to  do  his  bed  endeavour  therein)  fliould 
have  power  to  enter  on  the  work,  and  to  take  reed 
and  earth  on  any  part  of  the  drowned  marfhes,  fo 
that  he  dug  not  within  twenty  rods  of  any  wall  al- 
ready made  within  that  marfli.  And  that  immediately 
after  his  accomplifliment  of  it,  he,  his  heirs,  and  af- 
fip-ns,  (hould  have  one  half  of  all  the  grounds  fo  inned, 
according  to  the  purport  of  the  indenture  ; the  other 
moiety  to  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  marfli  grounds, 
according  to  the  leveral  proportions  of  their  quantities 
which  they  then  had  in  thofe  grounds,  to  be  holden 
of  Edmund  Cooke,  efq.  his  heirs  and  affigns,  as  of  his 
manor  of  Lefnes  and  Fants,  in  free  focage,  by  fealty 
and  one  penny  rent  for  every  acre,  and.  not  in  chief 
or  by  knights  fervice;  and  that,  in  confideration  of 
the  great  charges  of  this  work,  the  inned  marfhes 
fhould  be  difcharged  from  all  tithes  and  tenths  what- 
foever,  for  the  term  of  feven  years  next  after  the  in- 
ning, winning,  and  fencing  of  them.P 

The  above  is  the  laid  application  made  to  parlia- 
ment on  account  of  thefe  marfhes,  from  which  time 
they  have  been  fubjed  to  the  fame  orders  and  method 
of  taxation  that  the  reft  of  the  neighbouring  marfhes 
have,  under  the  diredions  of  the  commiffioners  of 
fewers,  extending  from  Lumbarde’s-wall  to  Gravef- 
£nd-bridge,  as  before  mentioned. 

CHARITIES, 

Jeffry  Smith  gave,  by  will,  in  16 1 1,  a payment  of  40s.  par 
annum  to  the  poor  of  this  parilli,  out  of  a field  of  feven  acres  in 
Stratford  Bow,  the  yearly  rent  of  it,  in  1718,  being  61.  It  is 
now  veiled  in  the  miniller  and  church  wardens,  and  of  the  annual 
produce  of  2I. 

Hannah  Scott,  in  1677,  gave  by  will,  lool.  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  lince  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  freehold  lands  in 

P Dugd,  Hift,  of  Imbanking,  p,  65. 

Bromley, 
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Bromley,  veiled  in  the  minifter  and  churchwardens,  of  the  annual 
produce  of  7I. 

JohnGossage,  in  167a,  gave  for  the  like  purpofe,  to  be 
given  away  yearly,  in  bread,  lands  in  Plumfted,  veiled  in  the  fame 
and  of  the  annual  produce  of  2I.  los.  ’ 

Plumsted  Is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter  and  deanry  of 
Dartford.  The  church  (lands  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
village,  and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas.  It  for- 
merly conllfted  of  a nave,  two  fide  ifles,  and  a chan- 
cel, but  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century  the  whole 
was  in  fo  dilapidated  a ftate  that  the  roof  fell  in,  in 
which  condition  it  laid  for  near  twenty  years,  when  it 
was  at  length  repaired  as  to  the  fouth  ille  of  it,  which 
now  conftitutes  the  whole  of  this  church,  forming  the 
nave  and  chancel  of  it,  by  the  care  and  induftry  of 
Mr.  John  GolTage,  an  inhabitant  of  this  pari fli,  who 
died  in  1672,  and  lies  buried  in  it.  At  the  well  end 
is  the  fteeple,  being  a handfome  lofty  tower -of  brick, 
embattled  at  the  top,  having  four  bells  in  it.  The  - 
fouth  wall  of  the  church  feems  very  ancient,  having 
fome  narrow  lancet  windows  in  it.  The  ruined  wail 
of  the  north  ille  yet  remains, 

Among  other  monuments  and  inferiprions  in  this  church,  is  a 
rnural  monument  for  Peter  Denham,  etq.  ob.  1736,  leaving  John 
his  only  furviving  fon,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Lidgbird,  efq. 
His  anceftor  is  recorded  by  a very  large  benefadlion  to  this  church 
fteeple  ; beneath  are  his  arms,  Gules,  fix  lozenges  in  fefs,  ermine. 
Another  monument  for  John  Denham,  efq,  (only  fon  of  Peter 
Denham,  efq.  ob.  1760,  leaving  Anne,  his  only  child,  and  lane, 
his  widow,  daughter  of  T.  Willyams,  efq.  late  of  Plaiftow,  Efi'ex.; 
above,  the  arms  of  Denham,  impaling  argent,  a fefs  chequv,  gules 
and  argent,  between  three  eagles  heads,  crazed  proper, ' gorged 
with  ducal  coronets,  or.  A grave  ftoue  for  Mr.  John  Gofiave, 
who  caufed  this  church  to  be  repaired,  after  above  twenty  years 
iving  wafte  and  ruinous,  ob.  1672.  Another  for  Margaret,  wife 
^ 7 homas  Nugent,  efq.  and  daughter  of  Hugh,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
Henry  Parker,  bart.  of  Honington,  in  Warwickfliire,  ob.  1-18' 
another  for  Benj.  Barnet,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Gloucefter,' and 
Vicar  of  Plumfted,  ob.  1707,  ast.  57.''  On  the  north  wall  of  the 

1 Sec  the  monuments  and  infcviptlons  at  large  In  Reg,  RoiF,  p.  989. 

nave, 
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nave,  an  elegant  niomiment  for  John  Lidgbird,  efq.  of  Shooter  s*- 
hill,  ob.  1771.  In  the  church  yard  are  many  tombs  and  memorials, 
moitly  for  the  officers  of  the  Artillery  and  their  families  among 
otliers,  for  Col. 'i'ho.  Ord,  in  1777!  John  Innes,  in  1 783 , 

Cieneral  Goodwin,  in  1786  ; Col.  Griffith  Williams,  in  1790;  and 
Col.  Wiliiamfon,  in  1794. — The  burials  in  this  pariffi  are  gieatly 
increafed  by  the  numbers  brought  hither,  to  be  interred,  from  other 
parilhes,  but  principally  from  Woolwich. 

This  church  was  very  early  appropriated  to  the  mo- 
nahery  ot  St.  Augulline  by  the  bifhop  ot  Rochefter, 
with  the  conlent  of  his  chapter,  for  the  ufe  of  the  alm- 
nery,  and  was  confirmed  to  it  afterwards  by  feveral 
popes. ' 

Laurence,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  again  confirmed 
this  appropriation  in  1269,  by  injpeximus,  provided, 
neverthelefs,  that  a portion  fliould  be  affigned  for  the 
vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs,  ferving  in  this  church,  out  of 
the  profits  of  it,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  for  in 
the  former  confirmations  of  it,  fufficient  for  his  com-' 
petent  maintenance,  and  for  the  decent  fupport  of  the 
incumbent  burthens  of  it.‘ 

Before  this  appropriation  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
St.  Auftin  received  an  annual  penfion  often  fhillings 
from  the  reef  or  of  this  parifh,  for  the  like  ufe  of  their 
almnery,  which  was  increafed  by  Richard,  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  in  1236,  to  ten  pounds  per  annum,  or  that 
there  fhould  be  affigned  to  it,  by  the  biftiop,  or  his 
iucceflbrs,  a portion  of  the  great  tithes  of  the  fame 
value,  to  be  employed  in  pious  ufes  for  ever  which 
was  confirmed  by  William  Prior  and  the  convent  of 
Rochefter,  in  1239. 

A difpute  having  arifen  between  Hamo,  prior,  and 
the  convent  of  St.  Saviour,  Bermondfey,  and  Sir  John. 
Renger,  reeftor  of  this  church  of  Plumfted,  concern- 
ing certain  tithes  arifing  from  the  demefne,  once  be- 
longing to  Alexander  de  Camera  in  this  parifh,  at  laft, 
in  the  year  1254,  it  w'as  amicably  adjufted,  and  the' 

>•  Regift.  Mon.  Aug.  Cart.  108,  1150,151.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  522- 

' Reg.  Roff.  p.  523,  524. 
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prior  and  convent  releafed  thofe  tithes  to  the  redlor 
and  church  of  Plunifted. 

The  appropriation  of  this  church,  together  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  continued  among  the  pof- 
fefiions  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Auguftine  till  its  final' 
diffolution,  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when 
it  was,  together  with  all  its  lands  and  revenues,  fur- 
rendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  where  they  did  not 
continue  long,  for  they  were  granted,  as  has  already 
been  mentioned,  on  the  20th  of  January  following 
the  furrendry  of  them,  to  Sir  Edward  Boughton,  of 
Burwafii-court,  in  whofe  defcendants  they  continued 
fome  time  ; after  which  they  appear,  about  the  latter 
end  of  king  Charles  I.’s  reign,  to  have  been  feparated, 
but  in  1650,  they  were  again  united,  being  the  pro- 
perty of  the  heirs  of  one  Poole,  then  lately  deceafed  j 
fince  which  the  parfonage  or  tithes  of  corn  and  grain 
have  become  the  property  of  the  family  of  Denham, 
Peter  Denham,  efq.  of  Welling,  in  this  parifli,  died 
pofTeffed  of  them  in  1736,  as  did  his  fon  John,  in 
1760,  whofe  only  daughter,  Anne,  carried  his  inte- 
refl  in  them  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Cooke,  efq.  of 
Worcefterfliire,  fince  in  holy  orders,  and  he  is  at  this 
time  intitled  to  them. 

The  achjowfon  of  the  vicarage  pafled  from  the  heirs 
of  Poole  into  the  polfeffion  of  John  Michel,  efq.  in 
king  Charles  I.’s  reign,  by  w'hom  it  was  fold  fome 
years  before  his  death,  and  afterwards  became  the  pro- 
perty of  the  families  of  Hodgfon  and  Farr,  by  a daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  which  laft  name  it  pafled  in  marriage 
to  Abbot ; fhe  furvived  her  hufband,  and  in  1763, 
alienated  it  to  Henry  Kipling,  efq.  of  the  Six  Clerks 
office;  fince  whofe  death,  in  1780,  his  eldefl  fon,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Kipling,  vicar  of  this  parifli,  has  become 
the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

. The  endowment  of  the  vicarage,  dated  anno  1292, 
is  entered  in  a regifter  book  of  St.  Auguftine’s  mo- 
naftery, now  in  the  library  of  Sir  John  Sebright,  bart. 

VOL.  fi»  The 
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The  manor  farm  of  Flumfted  claims  an  exemption 
of  great  tithes  on  the  uplands,  but  not  on  the  marfh 
lands.  There  are  three  acres  of  glebe  land  belong- 
ing to  the  vicarage. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I,  the  church  of 
Plumfted  was  valued  at  forty-four  marcs,  and  the  vi- 
carage at  ten  marcs.‘  The  vicarage  of  Plumfted  is 
valued,  in  the  king’s  books,  at  61.  i8s.  4d.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  13s.  lod.’' 

By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  enquiry,  in  1630,  ifluing 
out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Plumfted  and 
Eaft  Wickham  were  a parfonage  of  impropriation,  be- 
longing to  the  heirs  of  one  Poole  deceafed,  as  an  in- 
heritance within  the  parlfh  ; that  there  was  a vicar- 
age, confifting  of  Plumfted,  with  Eaft  Wickham,  a 
chapel,  annexed ; that  the  vicarage  was  prefentative 
with  cure  of  fouls,  and  was  worth  140I.  per  annum, 
whereof  there  were  two  acres  of  glebe  land,  and  an  old 
lioufe,  worth  4I.  los.  per  annum,  Ifaac  Sander,  then 
vicar.  That  the  roof  of  the  church  of  Plumfted  was 
fallen  down,  and  the  parifhioners  inforced  to  get  leave 
to  fet  in  the  chancel  of  it.** 
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Or  by  'whom  Jirefented. 

Abbot  and  Convent  of  St.  Avguf- 
tine 


William  Clajiham,  fenior. 


t Stev.  Mon.  vol.  5.  p.  456. 

T Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
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X Ibid. 
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Sir  John  Renger^ 
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William  Boughton,  ind.  1619.’^ 
Edward  Boughton,  A.  M.  June, 
1632.“' 

William  Clajiham,  ind.  1635.* 
Ifaac  Sander,  in  1650.'’ 

John  Turner,  1682. 

Ifaac  Sanderfon,  1683,  i6gO. 
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a By  lapfe.  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xix. 
P.  437.  . 
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PAXROtrS, 


ERITIT. 

PATRONS,  tifc. 
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Henry  Kijtling^  
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VICARS. 

Benjamin  Barnett^D.D.  ob.  Au?4 
J,  1707.*= 

Charles  Jones,  A.  M.  inftituted 
I 707,  ob.  1741. 

Jukes  Egerton,  A.  M.  induced 
May  14,  1741,  obt.  1772. 
Henry  Kijding,  1772.  Prefent 
vicar. 


« He  was  prebendary  of  Glouccfter,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
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LIES  the  next  parilli  eaftward,  having  the  river 
Thames  for  its  northern  boundary.  This  place  was 
formerly  called  Lefnes,  alias  Erith.  The  former  name 
was,  as^  Mr.  Lambarde  thinks,**  mifpelt  by  the  Nor- 
rnans,  inftead  of  the  Saxon  word  Lejwes,  which  lig- 
nifies  paftures ; but  I fliould  rather  conjecture  it  to 
be  derived  from  the  old  Britilh  word,  lefe,  pajiiires^ 
and  nefe,^  a promontory  or  cape,  both  names  being  fuited 
to  the  different  parts  of  this  parilli ; the  former  to  the 
weftern,  and  the  latter  to  the  eaftern  part  of  it.  It 
was  written,  in  old  records,  Hliefnes-,  in  the  Textus 
Roffenfis,  Lifna  j and  in  Domefday,  Loifnes. 

The  name  of  Erith  feems  to  be  derived  of  the 
Saxon  word,  eerre-hythe that  is,  the  old  havend 

This  parish,  which  is  about  three  miles  acrofs 
each  way,  is  nearly  one  half  of  it  marfh  land,  which 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river  Thames ; the 
weftern  part  of  it  feems  particularly  to  have  retained 
the  name  of  Lefnes,  as  the  eaftern  part  about  the 
town  and  haven,  did  that  of  Erith.  In  the  upland, 
or  louthern  parts,  the  foil  is  very  light  and  barren, 
having  feveral  heaths  in  them,  as  Northumberland- 
heath,  where  it  joins  to  Crayford,  part  of  it  being  in 

* Lamb.  Pmmb.  p.  478.  * Ibid.  p.  484. 
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that  parith  ; but  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  within  the 
bounds  of  this  parilh  Hands  Mr.  Wheatley’s  new 
manfion ; weftward  from  hence  is  Weft  heath,  near 
which  is  the  hamlet  of  Bedenwell  and  the  paifonage 
farm  ; northward  from  which  is  Leafon,  commonly  fo 
called  for  Lefnes  heath;  and  northward  frorn  it,  near 
the  marfhes,  the  hamlets  of  Chalklide  and  Pickerday, 
On  the  eaft  fide  of  Lefnes  heath  is  lord  Eardky  s feat 
of  Belvidere  ; not  far  from  which,  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  road  leading  from  the  heath,  towards  the  church, 
is  a cottage,  not  improperly  fo  ftiled,  being  upon  a 
very  fmall  fcale  indeed,  eredted  by  John  Maddocks, 
efq  late  of  Vale  Mafcall,  in  North  Cray,  who  gave  it 
the  name  Holly  Hill,  and  refides  in  it.  It  is  a neat  and 
elegant  box,  and  from  it  there  is  a delightful  view  of 
the  Thames,  and  of  the  county  of  Eflex  beyond  it ; 
about  half  a mile  north  eaftward  from  thence,  clofe 
to  the  marfhes,  is  the  church,  Handing  remote  from 
any  other  building.  In  the  weftern  part  of  the  parifli 
is  the  large  wood,  formerly  called  W^eftwood,  but  for 
many  years  paft  the  abbey  wood,  from  its  having  be- 
longed to  the  abbey  of  Lefnes,  the  ruins  of  which  re- 
main clofe  below,  on  the  north  fide.  In  the  above 
mentioned  wood  there  is  great  plenty  of  chefnut,  both 
timber  and  ftubbs,  and  a number  of  large  ftools  of 
timber  trees  of  that  fpecies  formerly  felled,  but  now 
quite  hollow  and  decayed ; one  of  the  many  inftances 
in  this  county,  of  that  tree  being  the  indigenous  groivth 

of  England,  _ -n  r i 

At  the  north  eaft  extremity  of  the  parim  lies  the 

town  of  Erith,  confiftlng  of  one  fmall  ftreet  of  houfes, 
which  leads  to  the  water  fide,  where  it  lies  open  to 
the  haven  which  the  Thames  forms  here. 

At  the  entrance  of  this  village  from  Crayford,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  it.  Hands  the  old  manor  houfe.  On 
the  Thames  oppofite  this  town,  the  Indiamen,  in  their 
pafifage  up  the  river,  frequently  come  to  an  anchor, 
and  lay  fome  time  to  be  lightened  of  part  of  their 

burthen. 
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burthen,  that  they  may  proceed  with  greater  fafety 
up  the  river.  ^ 

This  makes  a great  refort  to  Erith,  not  only  of  the 
friends  and  acquaintance  of  thofe  wlio  are  on  board 
thefe  fliips,  but  for  fome  continuance  afterwards,  in 
the  carrying  on  a traffic  with  the  inhabitants  and 
neighbouring  country,  for  the  feveral  kinds  of  Eaft 
India  goods,  which  have  been  procured  from  on  board. 
This,  together  with  the  (hipping  of  goods  to  and  from 
London,  the  fending  hither  from  hence  the  produce 
of  the  extenfive  woods  in  thefe  parts  (great  part  of 
which  is  firft  piled  up  upon  wharfs  built  here  for  that 
purpofe)  and  Ibme  few  filhing  velfejs,  employ  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place, 

Two  fairs  are  kept  yearly  at  Erith,  one  upon  Af- 
cenfion-day,  and  the  other  upon  Michaelmas-day, 
Sept.  29;  and  another  is  kept  on  Whit-Tuefday,  on 
Leafon-heath,  in  this  parifli. 

Here  is  an  eftablifhment  of  the  cuftoms,  of  a fur- 
veyor,  and  two  watermen. 

The  marfhes  in  this  parifli,  being  the  northern 
part  of  it,  contain  about  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  the  whole  of  which  is  at  times  ploughed  for  corn, 
and  in  general  more  than  one  thoufand  acres  yearly, 
which  bear  conftantly  the  mofl  exuberant  crops  of 
corn. 

In  the  year  1544,  king  Henry  VIII.  being  to  em- 
bark for  France,  took  his  journey  from  his  royal  pa- 
lace of  Weftminfter  to  this  place  by  water,  lay  here 
that  night,  being  the  1 1 th  of  July  j the  next  day  he 
departed  hence  by  water  to  Gravefenjd,  and  there 
dined  j and  then  took  his  horfe,  and  rode  that  night 
to  Faverfham.  The  next  morning  the  king  rode  from 
thence  to  the  houfe  of  the  lord  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, called  Forde,  near  Canterbury,  and  there  dined, 
and  then  rode  the  fame  night  to  Dover.*^ 


i Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xv.  p.  52. 
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Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
there  were  taken  in  the  river,  oppofite  this  town,  four 
very  large  and  uncommon  filhes,  of  which  one  was 
called  mors  marina^  another  a fwordfijh^  and  the  others 
were  fuppofed  to  be  whales 

The  BOTANISTS  have  obferved  the  following  fcarce  ' 
plants  here : 

Alopecuros  maxima  Anglica  paludofa,  or  the  great 
marjh  fox-tail^  in  the  falt-marfh  by  the  church. 
Plantago  marina,  or  fea  plantain,  though  it  grows  in 
moji  places  in  England  near  the  fea.,  yet  it  is  found  ej- 
pecially  at  Erith. 

Althea  ibifcus,  the  common  marfh  mallow^  grows  plen- 
tifully on  the  Kentijh  and  EjJ'ex  fhore,  along  the  river 
'Thames.,  and  among  other  places  herel" 

In  the  time  of  the  Saxons  this  parifli  was  poffefled 
by  Azor  de  Lefneie,  who,  as  appears  by  Domefday, 
had  the  liberties  of  fac  and  foe  for  all  his  lands  in  the 
lath  of  Sutton. 

William  the  Conqueror  gave  Lefnes,  among  other 
great  poffeffions  in  this  county,  to  his  half  brother, 
Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  under  the 
general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  entered  in  the  record 
of  Domefday  as  follows : 

In  Litelai  hundred,  Robert  Latin  holds  of  the  bifloop 
(of  Baieux)  Lefnes.  The  arable  land  is  17  canicates. 
in  demefne  there  is  i,  and  60  villeins,  zvith  three  bor- 
derers, having  15  canicates.  There  are  1 fervants,  and 
3 cottages,  and  3 fifloeries  of  4 f dings,  and  30  acres  of 
meadozv  ; zvoodfor  the  pannage  of  20  hogs.  In  the  time 
of  king  Edward  the  Confejjor,  it  was  worth  20  pounds, 
zvhen  the  bifloop  received  it  1 8 pounds,  and  now  22 pounds, 
and  yet  he  zvho  holds  it  pays  30  pounds.  This  manor  was 
taxed  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejjor  at  lo  ju- 
lings,  and  now  at  4 fulings,  Azor  held  it. 

* Lamb.  Per.  p.  486. 
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Upon  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  ofBaieux,  the 
king  his  brother  leil'ed  on  all  his  lands  and  polfeffions 
by  which  means  the  fee  of  this  manor  became  again 
vefted  in  the  crown.  ° 

^ Richard  de  Lucy,  juftice  of  England,  pofTefTed  it 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  in  the  12th  year  of 
which,  upon  the  aid  then  afleffed  for  marryino"  the 
king’s  ^aughter,  he  certified  his  knights  fees  lymg  in 
Kent,  suflex,  and  Norfolk,  of  the  old  feoffment,  to  be 
feven,  and  that  his  anceflors  performed  the  fervice  of 
caftle  guard  at  Dover  for  them.  Among  many  other 
a(5ts  of  piety  and  religion,  as  they  were  then  efteemed, 
he  founded,  in  the  21ft  year  of  king  Henry  II.  the 
abbey  at  Weftwood  in  this  parifh,  which  he  plenti- 
fully endowed,  and  in  particular  with  a moiety  of  his 
poffeffions  in  this  parifh,  being  the  weftern  part  of  it, 
afterwards  fliled  the  manor  of  Lefnes^  of  which  farther 
mention  will  be  made  in  the  account  of  this  abbey  ; 
and  the  next  year,  taking  upon  himfelf  the  habit  of  a 
religious  there,  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  it.*  The 
remaining  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  Richard  de  Lucy, 
being  the  eaftern  part  of  this  parifh,  from  thenceforth 
ftiled  manor  of  Lefnes^  alias  Erith,  defcended  to 
his  pofterity  ; for  by  Roefie,  his  wife,  who  died  be- 
fore him,  and  was  buried  in  the  abbey  of  Faverfliam, 
he  had  two  fons,  Geoffry  and  Herbert,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Maud,  who  married  Walter  Fitz  Robert,  whofe 
fon  took  the  name  of  Fitzwalter;  and  Roefie. 

^ Geoffry  de  Lucy  died  in  his  father’s  life  time,  leav- 
ing Richard  his  fon  and  heir,  who  died  without  iffue, 
upon  which  this  manor,  among  the  reft  of  his  inhe- 
ritance, became  vefted  in  Roefie  above  mentioned, 
his  then  only  furviving  aunt,  married  to  Fulbert  de 
Dover  ; and  fhe,  in  the  yth  year'  of  king  Richard  I. 
compounded  with  the  king  for  the  poffeffion  of  the 
moiety  of  the  lands  of  Richard  de  Lucy,  her  grand- 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  566. 
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father,  In  England  and  Normandy,  of  which  Richard 

her  nephew  had  been  poflefl'ed.  , -n  i i 

Their  fon  and  heir,  as  is  conjeAured,  Robert  de 
Dover,  died  before  the  6th  of  king  John,  his  niothcr 
Roefie  ftill  furviving ; who,  in  the  9th  year  ^ Uiat 
reign,  made  an  agreement  with  the  king  for  poipflion 
of  the  whole  barony,  now  defeended  to  her  by  the 
death  of  both  Richard  and  Herbert  de  x.ucy,  with- 
out iffue.'^  1 , -r,  r 1 • j 1 . 

To  Robert  de  Dover  fucceeded  Roefie,  his  daughter 

and  heir,  who  married  Richard,  fon  of  Roger  de  Chil- 
ham;  and  in  the  12th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  had 
pofleffion  granted  of  the  manor  of  Lefnes,  which  me 
and  her  hufband  had  recovered  upon  trial  by  battle 
againft  Robert  Fitzwalter.  On  her  hufband’s  death, 
befor  the  i6th  year  of  that  reign,  (he  fliortly  after 
married  Richard,  a natural  fon  of  king  John,  com- 
monly called  Richard  le  Fitzroy  ; and  in  the  Bodleian 
library,’  is  an  agreement  made  between  Richard,  fon 
of  the  king,  and  Roefie  his  wife,  and  the  abbot  of 
St.  Peter’s,  Weftminfter,  in  the  26th  year  of  king 
Henry  III.  concerning  lands  in  Lefnes  and  Hamme, 
in  Kent ; about  which  time  the  juftices  of  the  Jews 
were  prohibited  to  take  diftrefs  upon  her  manor  of 
Lefnes,  for  any  money  lent  by  them  to  him,  becaufe 
this  manor  was  affigned,  in  the  king’s  prefence,  for 
her  maintenance.  After  which,  in  the  35th  year  of 
that  reign,  giving  a fine  to  the  king  to  marry  whom 
file  pleafed,  flie  laftly  became  the  wife  of  Richard  de 
Wilton,  who  was  called  alfo  Richard  de  Dover,  and  as 
well  as  his  wife  Roefie,  were  found,  in  the  that 

reign,  to  have  died  poflefled  of  this  manor,  held  of  the 
king  by  homage,  leaving  a fon,  called  Rich,  de  Dover, 
their  next  heir,  and  a daughter,  Ifabel.  On  the  death 
of  Richard  de  Dover,  the  fon,  without  ifl'ue,  John, 


^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  462.  566.  Madox’s  Excheq.  p.  3^ 
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carl  of  Athol,  or,  as  he  was  called  in  Scotland,  John  de 
Afceles,  fon  of  Ifabel  his  filler,  before-mentioned,  by- 
David  de  Strabolgie,  earl  of  Athol,  afterwards  married 
to  Alexander  Baliol,  became  his  heir."' 

Joane  Pecche,  widow  of  the  laft-mentioned  Richard 
de  Dover,  in  the  21ft  of  king  Edward  1.  claimed,  and 
was  allowed  certain  liberties  in  her  manor  of  Lefnes, 
alias  Erehethe,  which  Ihe  then  held  in  dowry,  as  of  the 
inheritance  of  John,  earl  of  Athol,  alTize  of  bread  and 
ale,  pillory,  and  tumbrel,  free  warren  and  gallows ; 
all  which,  as  it  was  then  found,  his  anceftors  had  en- 
joyed beyond  memory."  The  fame  year  Joan  Pecche, 
and  the  abbot  of  Lefnes,  each  claimed  wreck  of  the  fea 
in  the  Thames,  within  their  relpedtive  manors  of  Lef- 
nes. The  abbot  alledging,  that  he  found  this  church 
polTelfed  of  it  at  his  coming  to  it ; but  it  was  given 
againllhim,  it  being  found,  that  the  anceftors  of  John, 
earl  of  Athol,  had  enjoyed  fuch  wreck,  within  their 
manor  of  Lefnes,  alias  Erehethe,  beyond  memory,  &c. 

In  the  3 2d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  upon  the  death  of 
Joane,  widow  of  Richard  de  Dover,  laft-mentioned, 
the  earl  of  Athol  had  poffelTion  granted  of  this  manor, 
which  defcended  to  him  from  Ifabel,  his  mother,  fifter 
of  the  faid  Richard. 

Being  concerned  in  the  death  of  John  Comin,  and 
the  crowning  of  Robert  de  Brus,  king  of  Scotland,  and 
being  taken  in  England,  he  was,  by  king  Edward  I. 
fentenced  to  death,  in  the  34th  year  of  that  reign  ; but 
in  refped  of  his  defcent  from  royal  blood,  he  was  not 
drawn,  as  traitors  ufually  are,  but  was  fet  on  horfeback, 
and  hanged  on  a gibbet  fifty  feet  high,  his  head  was 
fixed  on  London-bridge,  and  his  body  burnt. 

Upon  which  this  manor  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  was  given  by  the  king  that  year,  to  Mar- 
garet, queen  of  England,  who  appears  by  the  patent- 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  462. 
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rolls  of  that  year,  to  have  been  in  pofTeflion  of  It,  but 
it  did  not  continue  long  with  her  j for  king  Edward 

II. .  in  his  3d  year,  at  the  inftance  of  Gilbert  de  Clare, 
earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  Henry  de  Lacy,  earl  of  Lincoln, 
made  a grant  of  it  to  Bartholomew,  fon  of  Guncellne 
de  Badlefmere,  to  hold  by  the  fervice  of  half  a knights 
fee,  during  his  life,  and  that  of  Margaret  his  wife  j 
and  in  the  8th  year  of  that  reign  he  obtained  of  the 
king  the  further  grant  of  the  fee  of  this  manor.®  The 
year  after  which  he  obtained,  as  a reward  for  his  emi- 
nent fervices,  feveral  privileges  and  liberties  to  his  ma- 
nors and  eftates ; among  which  was  the  grant  of  a mar- 
ket every  week,  on  a Thurfday,  at  Erhethe  j and  two 
fairs  yearly,  one  on  the  feaft  of  the  Invention  of  the 
Holy  Crols,  and  the  other  in  Whitfun-week  j and  a 
market  weekly  on  the  Thurfday,  at  Lefnes,  and  two 
fairs  yearly  on  the  fame  days  as  thofe  at  Erhethe  ; and 
free  warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands  of  Erhethe  and 
Lefnes. 

In  the  1 5th  of  king  Edward  II.  having  aflbciated 
himfelf  with  the  earl  of  Lancafter,  and  others  of  the 
difcontented  barons,  and  having  with  them  received  a 
defeat  at  Borough- bridge,  in  Yorkfliire,  he  was  taken 
and  fent  to  Canterbury,  where  he  was  executed,  and 
this  manor  became  forfeited  to  the  crown. 

The  fame  year  the  king  granted  It  to  David  de 
Strabolgle,  fon  of  John,  earl  of  Athol,  before-men- 
tioned,. in  regard  of  his  eminent  fervices.  He  died  In 
the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  pofleffed  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Erith,  with  the  palfage  there  acrofs  the  Thames; 
on  which  it  reverted  again  to  the  crown. 

Giles,  fon  of  Bartholomew  de  Badlefmere,  whofe 
procefs  and  judgment  had  been  reverfed,  had  his  fa- 
ther’s manors  and  lands  reftored  to  him  in  the  2d  year 

* See  alfo  pat.  de  an.  7 Edw.  II.  pt.  i.  Pat.  rolls,  anno  3 Edw. 

III.  Rot.  Cart,  anno  8 Edw.  III.  No.  57.  See  alfo  Dugd.  Bar. 
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; of  king  Edward  III.  among  which  was  diis  manor. 
He  was  in  fuch  favor  with  the  king,  that  in  the  yth 
year  of  that  reign,  though  not  then  of  full  age,  he 
had  poflefTion  granted  of  all  his  lands,  and'maving  been 
fummoned  to  parliament,  he  died  in  the  12th  year  of 
j that  reign,  being  then  pofTeffed  of  this  manor,  and  the 
I paflage  of  the  Thames  herejp  leaving  his  four  fifters 
I his  coheirs.  His  wife,  daughter  of  William  de  Mon- 
tacute,  earl  of  Salifbury,  then  furviving,  who  had  for 
her  dowry  an  aflignation  of  this  manor.”^  She  died  in 
the  33d  year  of  the  fame  reign,  pofTeffed  of  the  manor 
of  Erith,  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his  caftle  of  Dover,  by 
the  fervice  of  two  knights  fees,  as  was  then  found  by 
inquifition. 

On  her  death  there  was  a farther  partition  made  (for 
there  had  been  one  already)  of  the  inheritance  of 
Giles  de  Badlefmere  among  his  four  fillers,  viz.  of  her 
dower,  when  this  manor  fell  to  the  fhare  of  Elizabeth, 
then  the  wife  of  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton. She  died  in  the  ifl  year  of  king  Richard  II. 
having  furvived  the  earl  her  hufband,  and  leaving  by 
him  one  Ton,  Humphry,  who  afterwards,  by  the  de- 
ceafe  of  his  uncle,  Humphry,  without  ilTue,  fucceeded 
to  the  earldoms  of  Hereford  and  EfTex,  and  to  the  of- 
fice of  conllable  of  England ; but  the  manor  of  Erith 
defeended  to  Roger,  her  only  furviving  Ton  by  Edmund 
Mortimer,  her  firll  hufband. 

This  great  family  of  Mortimer  derive  their  defeent 
from  Roger  de  Mortimer,  founder  of  the  abbey  of  St. 
Viftor,  in  Normandy,  who  was  of  confanguinity  to 
William  the  Conqueror,  his  mother  being  niece  to 
Gunnora,  wife  to  Richard,  duke  of  Normandy,  great- 
grandmother to  the  Conqueror. 

Ralph  de  Mortimer,  his  Ton,  as  is  fuppofed,  accom- 
panied William,  duke  of  Normandy,  in  his  expedition 

p Pat.  anno  9 Edw.  III.  pt.  i.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  ibid. 
Rot.  Efch.  an.  i Edw.  III. 
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hither,  being  one  of  his  chief  commanders,  and  Ihortly 
after  the  duke’s  conqueft  of  this  realm,  one  of  his  moft 
puififant  captains  in  the  further  fubduing  of  it ; he  after- 
wards overcame  and  took  prifoner  Edrick,  earl  of 
Shrewfbury,  who  flood  out  againft  the  Conqueror,  and 
was  rewarded  with  his  vaft  eftate. 

Among  his  pofTefTions  there  are  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one  of  his  lordfhips,  lying  in  different  counties, 
recorded  in  the  book  of  Domefday,  befides  the  caftle 
of  Wigmore,  which  afterwards  became  the  principal 
feat  of  him  and  his  pofterity. 

But  thefe  great  poffefhons  raifed  his  defcendants  to 
fuch  power,  and  inflamed  them  with  fo  much  ambition, 
as,  joined  with  their  alliance  to  the  blood  royal  of 
England,  came  to  be  the  frequent  caufe  of  much  blood- 
fhed  and  trouble  in  this  kingdom,  as  well  as  of  attain- 
ders and  executions  among  themfelves ; yet  did  they 
perfevere,  till  at  length,  after  many  ftruggles,  in  which 
they  made  the  throne  frequently  lhake,  his  poflerity, 
in  the  perfon  of  king  Edward  IV.  attained  to,  and  died 
in  the  peaceful  polfeflion  of  the  crown  of  England. 

The  eldefl,  or  principal  branch  of  this  family,  was 
diflinguifhed  by  the  addition  of  Mortimer  of  ’Wig- 
more  ; as  the  youngeft  was  by  that  of  Mortimer  of 
Ricards  caftle. 

A diredl  defcendant  of  Ralph  Mortimer,  who  ac- 
companied William  the  Conqueror,  through  a feries  of 
illuftrious  anceftors,  of  the  eldeft  branch  of  Mortimer 
of  Wigmore,  was  that  great,  but  ambitious  Roger 
Mortimer,  of  Wigmore  j who,  after  various  changes 
of  fortune,  became,  for  his  infolence  and  haughtinels, 
fo  odious  to  king  Edward  III.  and  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral, that  the  king  had  him  apprehended  at  the  caftle  of 
Nottingham,  where  he  then  was  with  the  queen,  and 
upon  the  meeting  of  parliament  he  was  found  guilty  in 
particular  of  conl'enting  to  the  murder  of  the  late  king 
Edward  II.  upon  which  he  was  condemned  and  exe- 
cuted in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign. 
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This  great,  but  unhappy  man  left  four  Tons  anti  fe- 
veral  daughters,  of  the  former,  Edmund,  the  eldeft, 
had  not  the  title  of  earl  of  March,  his  father’s  attainder 
not  being  reverfed  in  his  time.  He  was  of  Wigmore, 
and  married  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  four  fillers  and  co- 
heirs of  Giles  de  Badlefmere.  He  died,  in  die  flower 
of  his  youth,  at  Stanton  Lacy,  in  the  3th  year  of  king 
Edward  III,  leaving  Elizabeth  his  wife  furviving,  who 
afterwards  married  William  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Nor- 
thampton, as  has  been  already  mentioned  before. 

Roger  de  Mortimer,  his  fon,  in  the  28  th  year  of  the 
fame  reign,  obtained  a reverfal  of  the  judgment  given 
againft  his  grandfather  Roger,  earl  of  March,  as  erro- 
neous, and  was  reftored  in  blood  f after  which  he 
bore  that  title,  and  he  had  then  rellitution  of  all  liis 
other  lands,  which  by  that  forfeiture  came  to  the 
crown. 

The  following  year  he  was  made  conftable  of  Dover 
callle,  and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports  j and  in  the  33d 
year  of  that  reign,  he  had  polTeirion  granted  of  the 
manor  of  Erythe,  the  inheritance  of  which  then  de- 
fended to  him,  upon  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  widow 
of  Giles  de  Badlefmere,  and  afterwards  of  Hugh  le 
Defpencer,  he  being  right  heir  to  the  former,  being  the 
fon  of  Elizabeth,  one  of  his  fillers  and  coheirs.  He 
died  next  year,  at  Ronera,  in  Burgundy,  where  he 
commanded  the  Englifli  forces,  being  then  polTelTed 
of  the  manors  of  Swanfcombe  and  Erythe,  which  laft 
he  held  of  the  king,  as  of  his  callle  of  Dover,  by  the 
fervice  of  one  knights  fee.'  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl 
of  March,  his  eldell  fon,  married  Philippa,  daughter 
and  heir  to  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  third  fon  of 
king  Edward  III.  by  Philippa  of  Henault,  his  wife, 
from  which  match  his  defcendants  afterwards  claimed 
ithe  crown,  as  their  juft  inheritance. 

[ Cott.  Records,  p.  85.  * Rot.  Efth.  ejus  an. 
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In  the  46th  year  of  that  reign,  he  had  poffeflion 
granted  of  his  own  lands,  though  he  had  not  then  ac- 
compliflied  his  full  age,  and  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Ri- 
chard II.  he  bore  the  titles  of  earl  of  March  and  Ulfter,  j 
lord  of  Wigmore,  Clare,  and  Connaught,  and  marlhal 
of  England.  In  the  3d  year  of  that  reign,  he  was  con- 
ftituted  the  king’s  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  where,  in  paf- 
finga  great  river  near  Corkc,  he  caught  cold  and  died 
there,  in  the  5th  year  of  that  reign,  being  then  poflelTed 
of  the  manor  of  Erith,  with  the  paflage  over  the  Thames 
there,  held  hi  capite^  by  homage,  as  was  found  on  in- 
quifition,  but  by  what  fervice  was  unknown.  By  Eli- 
zabeth, the  mother  of  the  lady  Philippa  his  wife,  who 
was  daughter  and  heir  of  William,  fon  and  heir  of  John 
de  Burgh,  earl  of  Ulfter,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  third 
fifter  and  coheir  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  the  laft  earl  of 
Gloucefter,  he  enjoyed  the  third  part  of  the  earldom  of 
Glouceftcr,  and  by  the  faid  William  the  county  of  Ul- 
fter, and  dominion  of  Connaught  in  Ireland.*  He  had 
by  her  two  fons  and  two  daughters.  Roger  Mortimer, 
his  eldeft  fon,  was,  at  his  father’s  death,  but  eleven 
years  of  age  ; but  being  a hopeful  youth,  and  every 
way  accompliflied,  he  was  fhortly  after  made  lieutenant  1 
of  Ireland,  and  in  the  parliament  held  in  the  9th  year 
of  king  Richard  II.  by  reafon  of  his  defcent  from  Lio- 
nel, duke  of  Clarence,  was  declared  heir  apparent  to 
the  crown  of  this  realm.  In  the  17  th  year  of  that  I 
reign,  he  had  polTeffion  granted  of  all  his  lands ; and  I 
being  retained  in  the  king’s  fervice,  then  followed  him  ' 
into  Ireland,  having  in  his  retinue  an  hundred  men  at  I 
arms,  whereof  two  were  bannerets ; alfo  eight  knights,  I 
two  hundred  archers  on  horfeback,  and  four  hundred  I 
on  foot ; and  the  next  year  was  conftituted  lord  lieute-  I 
nant  of  that  whole  realm,  as  he  was  in  the  21ft  year  of  j 
that  reign,  when  he  went  thither  again.  But  the  year  1 
lullowing,  too  much  relying  on  his  own  bravery,  he 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  j.  p.  150. 
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ventured  too  far  before  his  army  In  an  IriHi  habit,  and 

was  flam  at  KenJes.  He  died  poflefled  of  this  manor 
With  the  paflage  over  the  Thames  there,  which  as 
was  then  found,  was  held  incapite  by  knights  fervlce  " 

Mortimer,  was  the  laftearl  of 
Mai  ch  of  this  family,  and  was,  by  king  Henry  IV  for 
fome  time,  kept  In  ftrld  cuftody,  for  the  king  was'  bu[ 
too  confcious,  t^hat  he  was  right  heir  to  the  crown  of 
Lngland,  by  juft  defcent  from  Lionel,  duke  of  Cla- 
rence  third  fon  of  king  Edward  III.  in  preference  to 
himfelf,  who  wasdefcended  from  John  of  Gaunt,  duke 
of  Lancafter,  the  fourth  fon  of  that  kino" 

Notwithftanding  which,  in  the  nextTeign  of  Henry 
V.  he  found  fuch  favour,  that  in  the  iftyearofit  he 
received  his  fummons  to  parliament  as  earl  of  March 
and  was  employed  throughout  that  reign  in  many  im- 
^rtant  ferv.ces.  He  died  in  the  3d  year  of  kin.. 
Henry  VI  without  iffue.  upon  which  Richard,  duk? 

r k’  -n  " Richard,  earl 

of  Cambridge,  was  by  inqiiifition  found  to  be  his  next 
heir,-  being  die  only  fon  of  Richard  de  Coninglborough, 
earl  of  Cambridge,  the  fecond  fon  of  Edmund  de 

o/Sktht n^'ofkii^fEl^^^^^^^ 
de  JenXdtom^at  Hnt' 

On  the  death  of  his  uncle,  Edward,  duke  of  York 
who  iras  Qain  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt,  in  the  4th  of 
king  Henry  V.  and  died  without  ilTiie,  this  Richard  his 
nephew  was  found  to  be  his  heir,  and  in  the  ad  year  of 
Hng  Henry  VI  on  the  death  of  his  coufin,  ELund 
Mortimer  the  laft  earl  of  March,  without  iffue.  he 
was  Iffewffe  found  to  be  his  heir,  as  has  been  men- 
tioned  before,  and  as  fuch  became  entitled  to  the  manor 
0 Erythej  and  m the  8th  year  of  that  reign,  though 

wn  1 Efch,  ejusanni. 
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not  then  of  full  age,  he  was  made  conltable  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  room  of  John,  duke  of  Bedford.  In  the 
10th  year  of  it,  having  attained  his  full  age,  he  made 
petition  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  Richard,  duke  of 
York,  fon  of  Richard,  brother  of  Edward,  late  duke  of 
York,  and  coufin  to  Edmund,  earl  of  March,  for  the 
polTeflion  of  the  hereditaments  of  the  late  duke  and 
earl,  which  was  aflfented  to,  and  the  next  year  he  re- 
ceived fummons  to  parliament.’^  After  which  he  was 
appointed  lieutenant  and  captain-general  of  all  France 
and  Normandy;  and  then  conftituted  lord  lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  but  returning  from  thence, ^ he  turned 
his  thoughts  folely  to  the  recovery  of  his  right  to  the 
crown  of  England,  as  the  lineal  heir  male  to  it,  and 
pofTefled  of  a prior  right  to  that  claimed  by  the  houfe 
of  Lancafter. 

To  effed  this,  he  levied  an  army,  and  entering  Kent, 
encamped  on  Dartford  Brent,  and  the  king  coming 
with  his  forces  to  Blackheath,  there  was,  by  the  riie- 
diation  of  fome  of  the  nobles,  a feigned  reconciliation 
made  between  them,  and  the  duke  was,  on  hisfubmif- 
fion,  pardoned. 

Soon  after  which,  the  more  to  ftrengthen  his  party, 
the  duke  married  Cicilie  Nevill,  the  youngeft  daugh- 
ter of  Ralph,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and  Joane  Beau- 
fort his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke 
of  Lancafter.  By  which  match  he  became  related  to 
moft  of  the  greateft  nobility  in  the  kingdom,  and 
nearly  allied  to  the  numerous  and  flouriftiing  family  of 
Nevill,  for  flie  had  for  her  brothers,  Richard  Nevill, 
earl  of  Salilbury,  father  of  Richard,  earl  of  Warwick, 
furnamed  Make  King ; William  Nevill,  lord  Faucon- 
berg;  George  Nevill,  lord  Latimer ; Edward  Nevill, 
lord  Bergavenny;  and  Robert  Nevill,  bilhop  of 
Durham : and  to  her  half-brothers,  Ralph  Nevill, 
earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and  Nevill,  lord  Ouftey.  By 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  H.  p.  158.  Cott.  Records,  p.  604,  606. 
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whofe  afljftance  he  Avas  well  enabled  to  cope  with  the 
iioufe  of  l.ancafter  for  the  crown/ 

ReJying  therefore  on  the  power  of  fo  great  an  alli- 
ance, he  again  _ raifed  an  army,  to  fupport  his  preten- 
fions  to  It,  againft  king  Henry,  and  after  feveral  bat- 
tles fougnt  with^  the  Lancaftrians  with  various  fuccefs 
at  one  time  obtaining  the  vidlory  and  taking  the  kin? 
priloner,  and  at  another  being  vanquifhed,  and  forced 
to  fly  the  realm,  the  duke  atlaft,  on  the  queen’s  raif- 
ing  a power  againft  him,  marched  from  London  north- 
ward, appointing  his  fon,  the  earl  of  March,  to  follow 
kim,  with  all  his  power,  and  came  to  his  caftle  of  San- 
dale,  near  Wakefield,  in  Yorkfhire,  on  Chriftmas- 
eve,  anno  38  king  Henry  VI.  Thither  the  queen 
immediately  followed  him;  and  the  duke,  thouo-h 
much  inferior  in  number,  drew  out  his  forces  towards 
Wakefield;  but  being  overpowered,  his  little  army 
was  foon  routed,  and  he  himfelf  flain,  and  his  corpfe 
being  firft  interred  at  Pontefrad,  was  afterwards  car- 
ried  and  intombed  in  the  choir  of  the  collegiate  church 
of  Fotheringhay.-  He  died  poftefTed  of  the  manor  of 
Lryth,  zs  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken  in  the  7d 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  Notwithftanding  there  had 
pafled  in  the  3 8 th  year  of  the  laft  reign  a long  attainder 
againft  him  and  others,  with  the  forfeiture  of  all  their 
hereditaments  in  fee,  or  fee  tail,^*  on  his  death  it  de- 
feended  to  his  eldeft  fon  Edward,  who  bore  the  title 
of  earl  of  March  in  his  father’s  life-time,  not  by  any 
patent  of  creation,  but  as  his  eldeft  furviving  fon,  by 
reafon  of  his  defeent  from  the  Mortimers,  earls  of 
^feTved^^°^^^^  ^icir  female,  as  has  been  already 

^ Being  at  Gloucefter  when  his  father  was  flain,  he 
immediately  raifed  a large  army,  and  routing  a nume- 
rous party  of  the  king’s  friends  at  Mortimer’s  Crofs, 

Sandford’s  Gen.  Hift,  p.  ^69. 

"Dugd.Bar.  vol.  ii,  p.  r6o,  i6r. 
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and  being  joined  by  a confide  rable  reinforcement,  he 
entered  the  city  of  London,  great  numbers  coming  to 
his  afliftance  from  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Eflbx,  and 
other  parts.  Upon  which  he  called  a great  council  of 
the  lords,  in  which  It  was  adjudged,  that  as  king  Henry 
was  Infufficient  to  rule,  and  therefore  fit  to  be  depofed, 
they  admitted  Edward,  earl  of  March,  for  king ; 
who  was  accordingly  proclaimed  by  the  title  of  king 
Edward  IV.  where  I (hall  leave  him,  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  life  and  aftions  to  our  public  hiftorians.’’ 

The  manor  of  Eryth,  thus  becoming  pait  of  the 
royal  revenue,  continued  in  the  crown  till  king  Henry 
VIII.  in  his  36th  year,  granted  it  to  Elizabeth,^  relict 
of  George,  earl  of  Shrewfbury,  by  the  defeription  of 
the  manor  of  Eryth,  alias  Lyfnes,  with  ail  its  members 
and  appurtenances,  to  hold  in  capite^  by  knights 
fervice.*' 

She  was  the  fecond  wife  of  George,  earl  of  Shrewl- 
bury,  who  died  anno  33  king  Henry  VIII.  being  one 
of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Richard  Walden, 
of  this  parifh,  and  the  lady  Margaret  his  wife,  who  both 
He  burled  in  this  church.**  By  him  flie  had  one  fon,  John, 
who  died  young,  and  Anne,  married  to  Peter  Comp- 
ton, fon  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Compton,  who  died  in 
the  3 :5th  year  of  that  reign,  under  age.^ 

Elizabeth,  countefs  of  Shrewfbury,  in  the  4th  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  levied  a fine  of  this  manor,  with 
the  paffage.  over  the  Thames,  and  dying  in  the  loth 
year  of  that  reign,  lies  buried,  under  a fumptuous 
tomb,  in  this  church,  having  her  effigies  at  full  length 
on  It. 

Before  her  death  this  manor,  &c.  feems  to  have 
been  fettled  on  her  only  daughter,  Anne,  then  wife  of 
' William  Herbert,  earl  of  Pembroke,  and  widow  of 
Peter  Compton,  as  before  related,  who  was  in  poffef- 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  162.  ' Rot,  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  6. 

^ Dugd.  B.ar.  vol.  i.  p.  33a. 
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fion  of  it,  anno  9 queen  Elizabeth.  Tiie  earl  of  Pem- 
broke died  in  the  izth  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  no 
ifllie  by  her.®  She  furvived  him,  and  died  in  the 
year  of  It,  and  was  buried,  with  great  folemnity,  in 
Eryth  church,  and  this  manor  defcended  to  her  only 
Ion  and  heir  tienry,  by  Peter  Compton,  her  firll 
hulband. 

This  family  of  Compton  was  defcended  from  Philip 
de  Compton,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  John  ; 
whofe  grandfon  of  the  fame  name,  polTeffed  tlie  manor 
of  Compton  Wyniate,  in  Warwickfliire,  which  has 
been  the  feat  of  his  pofterity  ever  fince. ' His  dired; 
defcendant.  Sir  William  Compton,  was  in  fuch  favor 
with  king  Henry  VIII.  whofe  page  he  had  been,  when 
duke  of  York,  that  he  advanced  him  to  be  chief  gen- 
tleman of  his  bedchamber ; and  within  three  years 
after,  in  confideration  of  his  fervices,  he  had  a fpecial 
grant  to  him  and  his  heirs,  of  an  honorable  augmenta- 
tion to  his^  arms,  out  of  the  king’s  royal  enfigns  and 
devices ; viz.  ^ lion  pajjant-guavdant  or^  as  appears  bv 
the  fpecial  letters  under  that  king’s  fign  manual.  They 
bore  before,  Sahle^  three  helmets  argent y to  which  this 
lion  pajj ant- guar dant  or^  was  added  in  the  centre;  which 
coat  of  arms  they  bear  at  this  time. 

He  died  in  the  20th  of  king  Henry  VIII.  being 
then  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  king,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  only  fon,  Peter  Compton,  before-mentioned  ; 
whole  only  fon,  Henry,  by  the  lady  Anne,  daughter  of 
George,  earl  of  Shrewfbury,  on  his  mother’s  death,  * 
fucceeded  to  this  manor  of  Eryth,  as  has  been  already 
related  before. 

Pie  had  been  knighted,  and  was  fummoned  to  par- 
liament arnong  the  barons,  by  writ,  in  the  14th  year 
of  that  reign,  as  baron  Compton,  of  Compton,  in 
Warwickfhire,  and  dying  in  the  jzef  year  of  it,  was 
buried  at  Compton,  among  his  anceftors.  He  married 


* Dvgd.  Bar.  vol,  ii.  p.  259, 
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firft,  Frances,  daughter  of  Francis  Haftings,  earl  of 
Huntingdon,  by  whom  he  had  William,  his  heir,  and 
I'homas,  and  one  daughter,  Margaret/  His  fecond 
wife  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Spencer,  of  Al- 
thorpe,  widow  of  William  Stanley,  lord  Mounteagle  ; 
by  her  he  had  Sir  Heniy  Compton,  of  Eaft  Grinfted, 
in  Suflex,  K.  B.  which  branch  is  now  extind. 

Henry,  lord  Compton,  above-mentioned,  fettled 
the  manor  of  Eyrth  on  Sir  Thomas  Compton,  his  fe- 
cond fon  by  his  firft  lady,  on  his  marriage  with  Mary, 
countefs  of  Buckingham,  relidt  of  Sir  George  Villars, 
and  mother  of  George,  duke  of  Buckingham.  He 
died  without  ifliie,  and  devifed  it  by  his  will  to  his 
great  nephew.  Sir  William  Compton,  third  fon  of 
Spencer,  earl  of  Northampton,  only  fon^  of  William, 
lord  Compton,  who  was  created  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton, by  king  James  I.  in  the  i6di  year  of  his  reign, 
and  was  elder  brother  to  Sir  Thomas  Compton, 
pofTefibr  of  this  manor,  as  before-mentioned.®  Sir 
William  Compton  was  a moft  loyal  and  valiant 
gentleman,  and  engaged  in  the  civil  wars  for  king 
Charles  I.  in  the  i8th  year  of  his  age,  during  which 
he  was  made  governor  of  Banbury -caftle,  and  in  1648 
major-general  of  his  Majefty’s  forces.  Soon  after 
which  he  conveyed  the  manor  of  Eryth  to  Mr.  Lodo- 
wick,  of  London  j who  quickly  fold  it  to  Nicholas 
Vanacker,  efq.  merchant  of  that  city,  defcended  from 
anceftors  of  foreign  extradion,  who  bore  for  his  arms, 
or,  on  a bend  gules^  three  cinquefoils  argent f 

He  left  four  Ions  and  two  daughters.  Of  the  fons, 
Francis  Vanacker,  efq.  the  eldeft,  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter ; James  died  unmarried ; Nicholas  w^as  a 
Turkey  merchant,  and  was  created  a baronet  in  the 
1 2th  year  of  king  William,  with  remainder  to  his  bro- 


^ Dugd.  Warw.  p.  423,  et  feq. 

* Ibid.  p.  424.  Coll.  Peer,  laftedit.  vol.  in.  p.  144.  Phil.  p.  142. 
Coll.  Baronetage,  vol.  v.  p.  89. 


thcr 


erith.  245 

ther  John,  remainder  to  Sir  Jeremy  Sambrooke,  but 
he  died  without  ifllie.  John,  the  4th  Ion,  was  a Tur- 
key merchant,  and  rucceeded  to  the  title  of  baronet 
and  died  without  ilTue.  Of  the  two  daughters,  Sufan- 
nah  was  married  to  Sir  William  Hedges,  and  Judith  to 
Sir  Jeremy  Sambrooke,  whofe  fon,  Samuel,  fucceeded 
his  uncle  John,  in  the  title  of  baronet. 

Francis  Vanacker,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  on  his  father’s 
death,  became  poffefTed  of  the  manor  of  Erith,  and 
was  Iheriff  of  this  county  in  1 675.  He  married  Cor- 
nelia, daughter  of  William  Bovey,  efq.  of  Gloucefter- 
fhire,  by  whom  he  left  no  ilTue.  He  died  in  1 6.86,  and 
was  buried  in  this  church.  On  his  death  his  widow 
became  pofleffed  of  it,  and  afterwards  married  William 
Bateman,  efq.  who  in  her  right  enjoyed  it.  She  fur- 
vi^ved  him,  and  dying  in  1702,  lies  buried  in  this 
church.  She  was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  by  her  bro- 
therinlaw.  Sir  John  Vanacker,  bart.  and  merchant 

c /I  L furviving  brother,  and  heir  of  her 

iirlt  huiband,  Francis  Vanacker,  elq.  decealed. 

Sir  John  Vanacker,  bart.  dying  without  iffue,  this 
manor  came  into  the  poirefiion  of  his  kinfman.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Hedges,  alderman  of  London,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  Sufanna,  filter  of  Sir  John  Vanacker,  as  before- 
mentioned,  and  he  died  poffelTed  of  it  in  the  year 
1701.  ^ 

fon,  William  Hedges,  efq.  became 
polTefled  of  it,  and  dying  wdthout  ifllie  in  1774,  was 
buried  in  this  church.  He  de vifcd  the  manor  of  Erith 
to  John  Wheatley,  efq.  who  died  in  1748,  and  lies 
buried  with  Margaret  Salilbury  Wheatley  his  wife,  in 
this  church.  He  feems  before  his  death  to  have  fettled 
this  rrnnor  on  his  fon,  William  Wheatley,  who  died 
poflefled  of  It  in  his  father’s  life  time,  in  1745,  and  was 
t)uriecl  here,  leaving  his  widow  furviving,  who  after- 
wards  married  Mr.  William  Hufley,  the  city  folicitor, 
whom  Ihe  likewife  furvived,  and  died  in  1777. 

' R 3 * Ffe 


246  LITTLE  AND  LESNES  HUNDRED. 

He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  only  fon  and  heii, 
William  Wheatley,  efq.  who,  in  the  year  1769,  ferved 
.the  office  of  ffieriff  for  this  county.  He  is  the  prcfent 
poffelTor  of  the  manor  of  Erith,  alias  Lefnes,  and  re- 
fides  here  in  a new  manfion,  which  he  has  lately  built 
on  the  north  fide  of  Northumberland  heath,  on  a much 
more  elevated  fituation  than  the  old  manor  houfe 
which  is  fituated  in  the  town  of  Erith.  He  married, 
Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  Randall,  by  whom  he  has  fe- 
veral  children.  He  bears  for  his  arms,  quarterly,  firft 
and  fourth,  parted  per  fefs  a pale  counter  changed^  three 
lions  rampant ; fecond  and  third,  parted  per  fefs  wavvy 
three  bucks  heads  cahojhed. 

At  the  court  leet  are  chofen  a conftable  and  borf- 
holder  for  the  town,  a conftable  for  the  uplands  in  this 
parifli,  and  two  aleconners. 

There  are  fome  few  copyhold  eftates  held  of  this 
manor,  but  the  principal  of  the  tenants  are  freehol- 
ders, at  fmall  quit- rents.  The  copyholders  hold  at  the 
will  of  the  Lord,  and  the  cuftoinary  fine. 

Bedenwell  is  a fmall  hamlet  of  houfes,  formerly 
reputed  a manor.  It  was  once  the  inheritance  of  the 
family  of  Burford ; and  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward 
III.  was  held  of  David  de  Strabolgie,  fon  of  John,  earl 
of  Athol,  as  chief  lord  of  the  fee.‘  Rofe  de  Burford 
held  this  manor  at  her  death,  in  the  3d  of  king  Edward 
Her  fucceftbr,  James  de  Burford,  obtainec^  a 
charter  of  free  tvarren  for  his  lands  at  Bedenwell,  in 
the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  and  then  held  it  as  half  a 
knight’s  fee  of  the  heir  of  Roger  Mortimer,  earl  of 
March,  late  deceafed.' 

After  this  family  was  extindt,  which  was  before  the 
end  of  king  Richard  II’s  reign,  it  came  into  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Draper,  defcended  from  an  antient  family  of 
that  name  inNottinghamfhire,  the  laft  of  whom,  John 

' Rot  Efch.  ejus  anni.  Ibid.  No.  52.  Philipott,  p,  I45‘ 

‘ Ir.q.  defosdis  Com.  Marchiae,— -MSS.  E,  H. 
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Draper,  dying  without  male  ifliie,  his  foie  daughter  and 
heir  carried  Bedenwell  in  marriage  to  William  Killem, 
with  the  provifoe  of  his  changing  his  name  to  Draper, 
which^  he  and  his  defcendants  complied  with.  But  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Bedenwell  was  Iplit  into  feveral 
parts,  one  of  which  was  fold  to  Turner,  another  to 
Gainsford,  of  Crowherft,  in  Surry,  who  not  long  after 
alienated  his  part  to  Cholmley,  and  other  parts  were 
fold  to  others ; which  entirely  deftroyed  all  its  rights  as 
a manor  ; fince  which  it  has  been  again  divided  by  dif- 
ferent conveyances  into  many  more  feparate  properties 
and  tenements,  in  which  ftate  it  now  remains. 

Hering-hill  is  a place  in  this  parilh,  which  was 
antiently  the  refidence  of  a family  called  Abell,  who 
bore  for  their  arms,  a faltier  engrailed  f of  thefe  Sir 
John  Abell  was  among  thofe  Kentifh  knights,  who  at- 
tended king  Edward  I.  at  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in 
Scotland,  in  the  28th  year  of  his  reign.  He  had,  by 
Margaret  his  wife,  two  fons  j John,  who,  as  appears 
by  the  patent  rolls,  was  one  of  the  barons  of  the  ex- 
chequer, in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  and  Wal- 
ter, who  was  owner  of  Foot’s  Cray. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  as  appears  by  the 
regifters  of  the  crown  office,  Edward  Abell  was  in  the 
commiffion  of  the  peace  for  this  county,  and  lies  bu- 
ried in  this  church.  Elis  defendant,  John  Abell,  died 
poffelfed  of  Hering  hill,  about  the  latter  end  of  queen 
Elizabeth.  His  fon,  Samuel  Abell,  was  the  laft  of 
this  family  her&  j and,  in  the  loth  year  of  James  I. 
together  with  his  fon  John,  paffied  this  eftate  away  by 
fale  to  Mr.  William  Draper,  of  Drapers  place,  in  this 
pariffi,^  a feat  which  afterwards  paffied  by  fale  to  Bate- 
man, and  thence  to  Daffiwood,  by  marriage,  it  is  now' 
called  Blackball^  and  is  almofl  in  ruins,  being  inhabited 
only  by  working  people.  Mr.  William  Draper’s  de- 
feendant,  Charles  Draper,  efq.  died  poffieffied  of  Hering- 

Philipott,  p.  145. 
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hill  in  the  reign  of  king  George  I.  and  his  widow  was 
pofTefled  of  it  in  the  year  1725  ; foon  after  whole  de- 
ceafe,  this  eftate  became  divided  into  moieties,  one  of 
which  became  the  property  of  Theodore  Johnfon,  of 
Lincoln’s-inn,  efq.  ciiftos  brevium  of  the  court  of 
king’s  bench,  who  died  greatly  advanced  in  years,  in 
1774,  and  by  his  will  devifed  his  intereft  in  it  to  three 
filters  of  the  name  of  Smyth,  the  youngeft  of  whom 
married  the  Rev.  William  Difney,  reftor  of  Pliickley, 
in  this  county,  and  they  are  now  entitled  to  it.  The 
other  moiety  was  veiled  in  Mr.  Edmund  Benfon,  at- 
torney-at  law  in  Yorklhire,  in  which  name  it  llill 
continues. 

Belvidere-house  Hands  on  the  eallern  fide  of 
Leafon-heath,  about  half  a mile  wellward  from  Erith 
church.  It  was  originally  ereded  by  George  Haylcy, 
efq.  who,  after  refiding  in  it  for  fome  time,  palTed  it 
away  by  fale  to  Charles  Calvert,  lord  Baltimore,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which  title  had  been  conferred 
on  his  ancellor  Sir  George  Calvert,  by  patent,  in  the 
2 2d  year  of  king  James  I.  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Pa/y 
of  fix^  or,  and  fable,  a bend  counterchanged,  granted  to 
him  by  Sir  George  Norroy,  inllead  of  their  antient  fa- 
mily bearing  or,  three  martlets  fable J'  Charles,  lord 
Baltimore,  died  here  in  17511  foon  after  which  this 
feat  was  fold  by  his  devifee  to  Sampfon  Gideon,  efq. 
who  refided  at  Belvidere,  which  he  greatly  improved, 
and  dying  in  1762,  leaving  by  Jane  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Charles  Erm.ell,  who  furvived  him,  one  fon  Samp- 
fon, and  two  daughters,  Sufannah  and  Elizabeth,  the 
latter  of  whom  married  lord  vifcount  Gage.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  this  feat  and  his  ample  fortune,  by  his  fon 
Sir  Sampfon  Gideon,  bart.  he  having  been  fo  created 
in  his  father’s  life  time  on  May  21,  1759,  being  ftiled 
in  the  patent  of  Spalding,  in  Lincolnfliire,  fince  which 
in  1789,  he  has  been  created  lord  Eardley,  of  the  king- 

^ See  Irifli  Peer.  vol.  iv.  p.  1 30. 
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dom  of  Ireland.  He  married  in  1766  Maria  Marow, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Eardley  Wilmot,  late  chief  juf- 
tice  of  the  common  pleas,  who  died  in  1794,  by  whom 
he  has  feveral  children.  He  bears  for  his  arms,  Parted 
per  chevron  vert  and  or,  in  chief  a rofe  ; of  the  fecond^ 
between  two  fears  de  Us  argent,  in  bafe  a lion  rampant, 
regardant  azure.  Lord  Eardley  has  lately  rebuilt  this 
feat,  and  makes  it  his  principal  refidence. 

This  houfe  is  fituated  on  the  brow  of  a hill,  and 
commands  a vail  extent  of  prorpe61:  over  the  river 
Thames,  and  many  miles  beyond  it.  The  river  and 
navigation  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  fcene.  The 
grounds  and  woods  around  it  are  judicioufly  laid  out, 
and  have  many  beautiful  walks  in  them.  The  collec- 
tion of  pi6lures  here,  though  not  numerous,  yet  is 
very  valuable  j containing  none  but  pieces  which  are 
originals,  by  the  greateft  mailers,  and  Ibme  of  them 
very  capital. 

The  abbey  of  Weftminfter  was  antiently  poflelTed 
of  lands  in  this  parilh,  bequeathed  to  it  by  one  JEt- 
fere.  King  Edward  the  Confelfor  confirmed  this  gift, 
as  did  WiUiam  the  Conqueror,  Vitalis  being  then  ba- 
bot  of  that  monallery. 

Godfrid,  bifhop  of  Wincheller,  who  was  confecrated 
anno  1189,  confirmed  the  gift  which  his  father  Richard 
de  Luci  had  made,  in  perpetual  alms,  to  Chrill  church, 
in  London,  and  the  canons  there,  of  all  the  land  which 
Godfry  Benum  held  in  his  manor  of  Lefnes. 

Richard  DE  Lucy,  chief  juftice  of  England,  in  the 
year  1 178,  founded  and  endowed  an  abbey  of  Canons 
Regular,  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine,  at  Weftwood, 
in  his  village  of  Lefnes.  The  feite  of  the  abbey  being 
about  a mile  and  three  quarters  well  ward  from  Erith 
church,  at  the  edge  of  the  marlhes,  and  adjoining  to 
the  large  wood  before-mentioned,  then  called  Wefl- 
wood,  but  fince  the  Abbey-wood,  and  he  endowed  it 
amply,  and  particularly  with  a moiety  of  his  polTelfions 
in  this  parilh,  being  the  wellern  pvt  of  it,  afterwards 
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filled  the  manor  of  LefneSy  as  the  other  moiety  which 
remained  with  his  heirs,  was  from  Its  fituation,  as  well 
as  to  diftinguifli  it,  the  manor  of  Lefnes,  alias  Erith, 
of  which  a full  account  has  been  already  given  before. 
The  next  year,  quitting  his  honors,  and  great  prefer- 
ments, he  took  upon  him  the  habit  of  a canon  in  this 
houfe,  then  fcarce  finifhed,  and  dying  in  1179,  was 
buried  under  a fumptuoiis  monument  in  the  choir  of 
his  church  here,  and,  as  is  faid,  with  this  epitaph 
on  it : — 

Rapitur  in  tenebras  Richardus  lux  luciorum, 

Jufticie  pads  diledor,  et  urbis  honorum. 

Chrifte  fibi  requies  tecum  fit  fede  piorum ; 

Julia  tunc  orbi  lux  bis  feptena  nitebat, 

Mille  annos  C.  novem  et  feptuaginta  movebat.” 

This  monaftery,  as  firfl  called  from  its  fituation,  the 
abbey  of  west-wood,  which  name  however  was  foon 
changed  to  that  of  lesnes,  was,  with  the  church  of  it, 
dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  for 
fo  archbifhop  Becket  was  called  within  about  eight 
years  after  his  death.  Godfrey  de  Lucy,  a near  rela- 
tion of  the  founder,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  was  a great 
benefadlor  to  this  houfe.**  In  the  9th  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  the  abbot  of  Lefnes  had granted 
to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  for  his  lands  here,  at  T ong, 
and  at  Acolt.‘‘  And  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward 
III.  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Weflwude  had  a confir- 
mation of  their  foundation-charter,  and  of  their  liber- 
ties,' the  foundation  and  pofleflions  of  which  were  after- 
wards confirmed  by  king  John,  and  king  Edward  II. 
and  III.®  In  an  antient  valuation  of  the  temporalities 

® Weever,  p.  5 56.  According  to  others  he  was  buried  in  the 
chapter-houfe  of  this  monaftery.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  216.  Dugd. 
Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  301,  302. 

Dugdale,  Tanner,  and  Weever,  ibid. 

“ Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  No.  85.  ^ Ibid.  No.  61. 

“ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  302. 
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of  the  religious  houfes  taken  In  the  15th  of  king  Ed- 
ward I.  thofe  of  the  abbot  of  Lefnes,  with  the  paffage 
of  the  water,  and  the  marfh  lands,  with  the  revenue  of 
Dartford,  Lodeham,  and  Greenwich,  were  valued  at 
22I.  i8s.  8d. 

The  abbot  of  Lefnes  was  fummoned  to  parliament 
ill  the  49th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  and  in  the  2c;d 
year  of  king  Edward  I.  but  when  king  Edward  III. 
reduced  the  number  of  the  abbots  fummoned  to  par- 
liament, this  of  Lefnes  was  omitted.' 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  abbot  claimed 
feveral  liberties,  for  himfelf  and  his  tenants ; for  that 
he  and  his  predeceflbrs  had  ufed  them,  from  the  grant- 
ing of  them  by  king  Henry  to  that  time.“  In  the  21ft 
year  of  the  above  reign,  the  abbot,  and  Joan  Pecche, 
who  held  the  manor  of  Lefnes,  alias  Erith,  in  dower, 
as  of  the  inheritance  of  John,  earl  of  Athol,  each 
claimed  to  have  wreck  of  the  fea  in  the  Thames,  within 
their  manors  of  Lefnes,  as  has  been  noticed  before,  the 
former  alledging,  that  he  found  his  church  feized  of  it 
at  his  coming  to  it.  But  it  was  given  againft  him;  it 
being  found  by  inquifition  that  the  anceftors  of  the  be- 
fore-mentioned earl  had  enjoyed  fuch  wreck,  within 
their  manor,  beyond  memory,  &c.  The  fame  year 
he  claimed  to  have  free-warren  in  his  demefne  lands  in 
Lefnes,  by  charter  from  the  then  king  j which  was  by 
the  jury  allowed  him."' 

d’he  abbot  and  convent  of  Lefnes,  in  the  loth  year 
of  king  Edward  III.’' granted  to  the  prior  and  convent 
of  Rochefter,  an  annual  rent  of  4I.  6s.  8d  out  of  their 
manors  of  Leifnes  and  Akholt,  for  the  performance  of 
certain  religious  fervices.  In  confideration  of  which, 
they  received  of  Hamo,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  marcs  fterling  ; which  they  in  great 

' Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  455.  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  append,  p.  13. 

“ Reg.  Roff.  p.  328.  Ibid.  p.  328,  319. 

See  Anglia  Sacra,  p.  275,  wliere  it  is  anno  1 7 king  Edw.  III. 
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meafure  applied  to  the  reparation  of  their  church, 
which  was  by  fudden  chance  become  ruinous ; in 
defence  of  their  lands  againft  the  Thames,  and  in  aid 
of  the  burthen  of  their  heavy  debts ; by  reafon  of 
which,  and  the  purchafing  the  advowfon  of  the  church 
of  Elhethele,  in  the  diocefe  of  London,  lately  appro- 
priated to  them ; the  deficiency  of  their  corn  harveft, 
and  their  various  fuits,  and  other  different  matters 
happening  to  them,  they  were  neceffitated  to  make  the 
grant  of  it.'' 

This  abbey  continued,  without  any  further  occur- 
rence worth  mentioning,  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
VIII.  when  cardinal  Wolfey,  being  defirous  of  found- 
ing two  colleges,  one  at  Ipfwich,  and  the  other  at  Ox- 
ford; obtained  a bull  of  pope  Clement  VII.  in  1524, 
for  the  fiippreffion  of  St.  Fridefwide’s  priory,  in  Ox- 
ford, and  that  year  he  obtained  another  from  that  pope, 
for  fuppreffing  (with  the  king’s  leave)  as  many  fmall 
monafteries  as  were  needful,  to  raife  a revenue,  not 
exceeding  three  thoufand  ducats  per  annum.  This  the 
king  confented  to,  and  granted  a commiflion  for  that 
purpofe ; whereupon  this  monaftery,  with  feventeen 
other  fmall  ones  in  different  counties,  were  fuppreffed 
this  in  particular,  on  the  20th  of  July  following;* 
when  it  appears,  that  the  fpiritualities  of  it  were  valued 
at  75I.  3s.  4d.  and  the  temporalities  at  ml.  5s.  8d.  in 
the  whole  186I.  9s.  per  annum.'’ 

After  which  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent  in  his 
17th  year  granted  the  feveral  fuppreffed  monafteries  of 
Lefnes,  Tunbridge,  Begham,  and  Calcote,  together 
with  all  their  manors,  lands  and  poffeffions,  to  Thomas 
Wolfey,  cardinal  of  York,  for  the  better  endowment 
of  his  college,  called  the  college  of  Thomas,  cardinal 

S'  Reg.  RofF.  p.  324,  330. 

' Praef.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  xxxv.  Cardinals  bundle  in  Chancery. 

* Diigd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p,  1037.  In  the  Reg.  Roft'.  p.  342. 

Tan.  Mon.  p.  216. 
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of  York,  and  vulgarly,  Cardinal  college,  in  Oxford, 
which  letters  patent  were  again  confirmed  by  others 
that  year. 

But  four  years  afterward,  when  that  great  prelate 
was  call  in  a pramimire,  all  the  eftates  of  the  above 
college,  which  for  want  of  time  had  not  been  firmly 
fettled  on  it,  were  forfeited  to  the  king,  and  became 
part  of  the  royal  revenue  of  the  crown,  where  this 
fupprefTcd  abbey  did  not  remain  long,  for  king  Henry 
VIII.  in  his  25th  year,  granted  to  William  Brereton, 
the  precind  of  the  late  abbey  of  St.  Thomas  the  Mar- 
tyr, of  Liefnes,  excepting  the  marfh  belonging  to  the 
manor,  to  hold  to  him  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  by 
fealty  only.  But  he  afterwards  engaging  in  the  fatal 
tranfadion  of  queen  Catherine  Howard,  in  1542,  was 
attainted  and  executed,  atid  this,  among  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown.' 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  28th  year, granted  to  Ralph 
Sadler,  gent,  afterwards  knighted,  the  late  monaftery 
of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  ofLefhes,  and  the  manors 
cf  Lefnes  and  Fants,  with  their  appurtenances,  in  the 
county  of  Kent  j and  all  lands,  tenements,  &c.  in  the 
parifhes  and  fields  of  Lefnes,  Fants,  Erych,  Bexley, 
Dartford,  Plumfted  ; Higham  fields,  Fawifts-garden, 
Ledayne,  Inveynerd,  Hakis,  Walftow,  Saltland,  Ruf- 
feld,  John-hill,  and  Mansfield,  and  one  marfli  called 
Coldherber,  to  hold  in  capile  by  fealty  only. 

The  manor  of  Fants  mentioned  before,  was 
fituated  within  the  bounds  of  this  parifli,  and  was  part 
of  the  revenues  of  the  monaftery  of  Stratford,  in  Effex, 
on  the  fuppreftion  of  which,  in  king  Henry  the  Vlllth’s 
reign,  it  had  come  into  the  king’s  hands,  whence  it 
was  foon  afterwards  granted,  with  the  manor  of  Lefnes 
as  before-mentioned,  to  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  who  fome 
little  time  before  had  had  a grant  of  the  tenths  of  the 

^ ® Rym.  Foed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  1^6.  Rot.  Elch.  ejus  an.  pt.  i.  Phi- 
lipott,  p.  146. 
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manor  of  Fants,  late  belonging  to  the  fame  monaftery 
of  Stratford,  to  hold  of  the  king,/;/  capite. 

In  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler  alienated  both  the  above  manors,  v/ith  their  ap- 
purtenances (excepting  the  marflies  belonging  to  them) 
to  Henry  Cooke. 

It  lias  been  mentioned  before,  that  when  the  king, 
in  his  25th  year,  made  the  firft  grant  of  the  manor  of 
Lefnes  to  William  Brereton,  the  marfli  lands  belong- 
ing to  it  were  wholly  excepted,  and  they  remained  it 
leems  in  the  crown  till  the  king,  in  his  35th  year, 
granted  among  other  lands,  all  thefe  marflies  belong- 
ing to  the  above  manor,  to  Thomas  Arderne,  of  Fa- 
verfliam,  to  hold  /;/  capite.'' 

Henry  Cooke  died  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Edward 
VI.  pofTelTed  of  thefe  manors, -and  the  fcite  of  the  mo- 
naflery  of  Lyefnes,  held  as  before-mentioned,  and 
other  marfli  lands,  as  well  fait  as  frefli,  in  Leyfnes, 
Erith,  Bexley,  Crayford,  and  Hartford,  held  in  capite 
by  knight’s  fervice,  and  feveral  other  lands  in  thefe 
parts,  as  was  then  found  by  inquifition,  and  that  Ed- 
mund Cooke  was  his  fon  and  heir,^^  who  was  of  Lefnes 
abbey,  and  of  Mount  Mafcal  in  this  county,  and  died 
polTeired  of  both  in  1619.  His  eldefl:  fon,  Lambert 
Cooke,  conveyed  thefe  manors,  and  the  fcite  of  this 
abbey,  to  Sir  John  Leman,  alderman  of  London,  who 
foon  after  fold  them  again  to  Sir  John  Hippifley.  In 
whofe  time  fome  workmen,  digging  by  his  order  for 
ftones  in  the  place  where  the  church  of  this  abbey 
fometime  Rood,  then  overgrowm  with  trees  and  bullies, 
found  feveral  ftone  coffins,  and  a handfome  funeral 
monument,  on  which  was  the  full  proportion  of  a 
man,  in  his  coat  armour,  cut  in  free  ftone  ; his  fword 
hanging  at  his  fide  in  a broad  belt,  upon  which  the 

Rot.  Efcli.  eorum  anno.  * Ibid,  ejus  anni,  pt.  iv. 

‘ ibid,  anno  i king  Edward  VI.  See  more  of  this  family  under 
Nortli  Cray. 
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flair  de  Its  or  luce,  was  engraved  in  many  places,  per- 
liaps  a device  or  rebus  for  the  name  of  Lucy.  This 
figure  lay  on  a flat  marble  ftonc,  which  lerved  as  a 
cover  or  lid  to  a hollowed  tomb  of  white  fmooth  hcwen 
aflieler  Itone;  in  which,  wrapped  in  a flieet  of  lead, 
lay  the  remains  of  an  afliy  dry  body,  whole  and  un- 
disjointed, having  upon  its  head  fomething  like  hair. 
They  found  likewife  other  flatues  of  men,  in  like  man- 
ner proportioned,  and  of  a woman  in  her  attire  and 
habiliments,  with  many  graveftones  and  bones  of  de- 
ceafed  perions;  to  fee  all  which  great  crowds  of  people 
reforted  continually,  not  only  from  the  neighbourin'-^ 
parts,  but  even  from  London. ^ ^ 

^ By  the  direction  of  the  then  owner,  the  firfl  men- 
tioned monument  was  again  covered,  and  he  planted 
a bay  tree  over  it ; when  Dr.  Stukeley  vifited  this 
place,  in  1753,  he  thought  this  tree  the  fined  of  the 
kind  he  had  ever  feen,  but  it  is  fince  wholly  withered 
and  decayed.  The  doctor  was  of  opinion  that  the 
farm  houfe;  flanding  on  the  premifes,  was  the  ori- 
original  manfion  or  feat  of  the  founder,  in  which  he 
and  his  fuccelTors,  the  abbots,  ufed  to  relide  j it  is 
however  certain  that  all  the  buildings,  ufed  by  the 
religious,  were  fituated  fouthward  of  the  houfe;  whilfl; 
this  ipot  was  inhabited  by  the  occupiers  of  the  land, 
the  area  of  the  church  and  cioifters  was  ufed  as  a crar- 
den,  but  the  cattle  now  range  over  the  whole  of  it. 
The  ruinous  north  wall  of  the  church,  of  which  the 
dodlor  drew  a iketch,  is  inferted  in  the  Arch£eologia,and 
again  in  this  volume,  is  much  more  dilapidated,  but 
the  boundaries  of  almofl;  the  whole  precin6t  may  fill! 
be  traced.*' 

But  to  return — Sir  John  Hippefley*  fold  thefe 
eftates  to  Sir  Thomas  Gainsford,  of  Crowherfl:,  in 
Surry,  who,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  fold  them 


* Weever,  p.  42,  777. 

[ Weever  calls  him  Epfley, 


Archaeologia,  vol.  i.  p.  44. 
P-  777. 
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to  Mr.  Haws  of  London  ; and  he  dying  without  if- 
iie,  fettled  them  by  his  will  for  ever  on 
and  commonalty  of  London,  as  governors  of  t ^ o 
pitals  of  Bridewell,  Chrift  church,  and  St.  Thomas, 
in  whole  pofleffion  they  continue  at  this  time. 

ABBOTS  AND  PRIORS  OF  LESNES. 

In  the  53d  year  of  king  Henry  III.  John  de  St. 
Edmund  was  prior  of  Lefnes,  and  then  refigning  it, 
vvas  made  prior  of  Biknare,  in  Efl'ex. 

In  1269,  Richard  was  abht  of  this  monaftery. 

In  1321,  Roger  DE  Dertford  was  He 

was  deprived  by  the  bilhop  in  1341. 

William  was  in  1475,^  w^hich  yearhe  died. 

John  appears  to  have  fucceeded  him  as  abbot  the 

fame  year. 

In  1512,  Feb.  22,  Henry  Black amore,  abboty 
refigned.  Thomas  Bible  then  prior. 

March  22,  William  Tiseherst,  prior 

Bilfington,  was  elefted  abbot. 

The  names  of  the  canons  of  this  monaftery,  pre- 
fent  at  the  above  eledion,  were  Henry  Blackamore, 
late  abbot,  Thomas  Bible,  prior,  Robert  Hale,  fub- 
prior,  John  Johns,  John  Cytingborne,  William  Brigth, 
William  Copere,  Richard  Lee.  Abfent,  John  Ma- 
kyns,  John  Kynge,  and  Thomas  Lambe ; in  all  eleven; 
and  in  the  Regiftrum  Roffenfe  there  is  a long  and  full 
' account  of  the  manner  of  his  ele6tion,  the  confirma- 
tion of  it,  and  of  his  confecration,  by  the  bilhop  of 
Rochefter.  King  Henry  VIII.’s  licence  to  the  mo- 
naftery, to  proceed  to  election,  is  dated  from  Charing, 
March  4,  that  year.^ 

Of  the  imbanking  and  draining  the  marshes, 
lying  on  the  Thames,  between  Greenwich  and  this 
place,  and  from  thence  to  Gravefend,  at  different 
times,  and  the  breaches  and  other  accidents  which 

“ Newc.  Rep.  vol.  ii  p.  206.  Reg.  Roff.p.  320.  Ang.  Sacra, 
p.  362,  374.  1 Ang.  Sacra,  p.  332,  et  feq. 
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have  happened  to  them,  the  reader  will  find  a parti- 
cular account  in  Dugdale’s  Hiftory  of  Imbanking, 
and  fome  account  of  the  inning  of  part  of  thefe  marfhes 
in  the  defcription  of  the  parilh  of  Plumfted  ; how- 
ever, it  may  be  proper  to  take  notice  here,  that  in 
the  fourth  year  of  king  James  T.  upon  a petition  then 
exhibited  in  parliament  for  inning  and  winnino-  of 
certain  marlh  grounds,  lying  in  the  drowned  marfhes 
of  Lefnes  and  Fants,  which  had  been  of  long  time 
overflowed,  an  ad'  pafled,  that  William  Burrell,  gent, 
of  Ratcliffe  (who  had  covenanted  with  the  owners  for 
this  purpofe,  in  1606)  fhould  have  power  to  enter  on 
this  \vork  for  the  recovery  of  the  fame  ^ and  that  he 
and  his  heirs  fhould  have  one  half  of  the  grounds  fo 
inned,  according  to  that  agreement,  and  the  other 
moiety  Ihpuld  belong  to  the  owners  of  thefe  marfli 
grounds,  according  to  the  feveral  proportions  of  their 
quantities,  which  they  had  then  in  them,  to  be  holden 
of  Edmund  Cooke,  efq.  his  heirs  and  afligns,  as  of 
his  manor  of  Lefnes  and  Fants,  in  free  focage,  by 
fealty,  and  one  penny  rent  for  every  acre,  and  not  in 
chief  nor  by  knights  fervice.” 

CHARITIES. 

Mary,  wife  of  Wm,  Draper,  of  Crayford,  who  died  in  16^2, 
and  lies  buried  in  Crayford  church,  left  by  her  will,  50I,  to  the 
poor  of  this  parifli . 

Thomas  Cooper,  in  1704,  gave  by  will,  20s.  payable  out  of 
Eirchwood,  in  Bexley,  veiled  in  Mrs."  Payn,  and  of" that  annual 
produce. 

John  Street,  in  1718,  gave  by  will,  to  be  dillributed  in  two- 
penny loaves,  2s.  worth  every  Sunday,  for  fifteen  Sundays,  to 
begin  one  rnonth  before  Chrillmas,  payable  out  of  fix  acres  of 
jiiarlli  land  in  this  parifli,  of  the  annual  produce  of  il.  los. 

William  Turner,  in  1739,  gave  by  will  a yearly  fum  of  5s. 
worth  of  bread,  to  be  given  for  eight  Sundays  to  the  poor  who 
receive  no  alms  from  the  parilh,  payable  out  of  a mefliiage  and 
farm,  called  Woodcock’s,  in  this  parilh,  veiled  in  lord  Eardlev, 
and  of  the  annual  produce  of  2I.  ' 


® Dugdale’i  Hlft.  of  Imbanking,  p,  65, 
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Richaku  Turner,  iiii74v  gave  by  av ill,  to  be  cliftnbulcri 
to  the  poor,  in  bread,  j^avable  out  of  nineteen  and  fifteen  acres 
of  niarfh  land,  the  yearly  fum  of  20s.  verted  in  the  fame,  and  of 
that  annual  produce. 

Francis  Ceark  gave  by  ivill,  20s.  to  be  given  every  Chnlt- 
mas  to  twenty  poor  people,  7s.  worth  of  bread,  to 
Sunday  for  three  Sundays  after,  to  poor  people,  verted  m ivirs. 
Bradford,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  2I.  is. 

Erith,  alias  LefneSy  is  within  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Kochefter,  and 
deanry  of  Daritord.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St. 
John  the  Baptift.  It  confifls  of  three  ifles  and  two 
chancels,  having  a fpire  fleeple  at  the  weft  end,  in 
which  are  fix  bells. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inrtriptions  in  this  church,  are 
the  following  : In  the  great  chancel,  a moimmtnt  lor  Sir  .lohn  (mf- 
lith  of  Frith,  and  dame  Mary  his  wife  ; he  died  m 1677.  Under- 
neath thefe  arms.  Three  eagles  difplayed,  impa  mg  parted  per 
chevron  fiorv,  three  talbots  heads,  erafed  and  collared.  A grave- 
ftone  and  brafs  plate,  with  infeript'on  in  black  letter,  for  Anne, 
eldert  daughter  of  Thomas  Harman,  efq.  of  Crayford,  and  wife 
of  William  Draper,  gent,  of  Frith,  obt.  i s74»  leaving  two  ions 
and  two  daughters.  On  a grave  ftone,  before  the  rails  of  the  altar, 
are  the  marks  where  have  been  the  effigies  in  brals  of  a man  and 
woman,  which,  with  the  inlcription,  arelort;  but  at  tlie  four 
corners  are  thefe  arms  in  brals,  on  a fels,  thiee  mullets  o le 
points,  between  three  fleurs  de  lis ; 2d,  fliield_  on  a b^id,  tluTe 
rofes.  hi  the  fouth  chancel^  on  a gravc-llone,  is  the  emgies  o a 
man  between  his  two  wives,  and  an  infeription  in  brafs  and  black 
letter  for  John  Aylmer,  Margaret  and  Bennet  his  wives ; he  died 
I i;i  I.  Adjoining  another,  having  the  effigy  of  a man  in  brafs,  and 
infeription  for  Roger  Sender,  formerly  in  the  fenuce  of  the  ab- 
bot and  convent  of  Lefnes,  obt.  1421.  On  the  fouth  fide  on  a 
grave  rtone,  is  a large  brafs  plate,  with  the  effigies  of  a man  an 
woman,  which  had  labels  from  their  mouths,  now  lort,  the  inicnp- 
tion  in  black  letter  now  remains  for  John  Ailmer,  ob.  1405,  and 
Margaret  his  wife.  Within  the  rails,  on  the  north  fide,  on  a grave- 
ftone,  the  effigies  in  brafs  of  a man  in  armour,  and  of  his  wife,  and 
infeription  in  black  letter,  forEdw.  Hawte,  eiq.  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife;  he  died  1537;  under  have  been  the  figures  of  three  Ions 
and  one  daughter,  now  loft.  Adjoining  to  the  above  is  another, 
with  tne  figures  of  a woman  in  brafs,  and  infeription  m blacK 
letter,  for  Emma,  wife  of  John  Wode,  citizen  of  London,  and 
merchant  of  the  ftaple  at  Calais,  daughter  of  John  W alden,  aid. 

of  London,  and  merch.  of  the  ftaple  at  Calais  likewife,.pb.  * > 

■ under, 
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SERVICES 

IN 

BEXLEY  CHURCH, 

THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR. 


Prayers  and  a Sermon  at  Eleven 
in  the  Morning,  on  Sundays ; and  at 
half-past  Three  from  Lady-day  to 
Michaelmas,  and  at  Three  from 
Michaelmas  to  Lady-day. 

Morning  Prayers  on  Ash- Wed- 
nesday, throughout  Passion- Week, 
and  on  Ascension-day ; and  Morn- 
ing Prayers  and  a Sermon  on  the 
Nativity  of  St.  John  Baptist,  at 
Eleven.  , 

Sacraments  on  Good  Friday,  Eas- 
ter day,  Whitsunday,  Trinity  Sun- 
day, Christmas  day,  and  the  Sunday 
after;  and  Thfee  other  Sacraments 
during  the  year. 

Full  Morning  Services  on  Christ- 
mas day  and  Good  Friday,  and 
Prayers  in  the  Afternoon. 

The  occasional  Services  of  Christening, 
Churching,  and  Burials  will  not  be  permitted, 
in  any  instance,  t6  interfere  with  the  Regular 
Service  of  the  Church. 

The  Bells  to  bci chimed  at  Nine;  half-past 
Ten;  and  at  a quarter  before  Eleven  ; and 
tolled  Ten  Minutes  before  Eleven;  and  to  stop 
when  the  Clock  strikes. 

The  Beadle  is  to  be  at|  the  Church  at  Ten  o’clock  on  Sunday 
Mornings;  and  half  an  hour  before  Service  in  the  Afternoons; 
and  not  to  quit  the  Church  during  Divine  Service. 


THE 


MINISTER  AND  CLERK’S 

FEES, 

BEXLEY. 


MINISTER. 

CLERK 

• 

£. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Banns  publishing 

1 

..  1 

Marriage  by  Banns 

5 

.. 

. 2 

6 

Marriage  by  Licence 

1 

..  7 

6 

Churching  of  Women 

1 

.. 

1 

0 

Burial  of  a Parishioner 

2 

6 

..  5 

.. 

Burial  of  a Stranger 

10 

.. 

10 

• . 

Opening  a Vault  in  Church-yard 

1 

1 

.. 

..  10 

6 

Ditto  in  Church 

2 

2 

• • 

1 1 

Erecting  a Head  and  Foot  Stone 

2 

2 

. 5 

Covering  Grave,  with  Brick  orl 

•• 

10 

6 

..  2 

6 

Stone  . . . J 

Erecting  a Tomb  over  a Grave 

2 

6 

..  7 

6 

Vault  or  Brick  Grave,  and  Tomb) 

y 

■ 7 

7 

..  10 

6 

over,  . . . each  lying) 

I 

Ditto,  in  the  Church,  each  lying 

10  l6 

1 1 

..  1 

Small  Tablet  on  Wall 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Larger  Tablets,  in  proportion 

1 

Bell  for  Out  Funeral  . 

5 

TOTAL. 

£.  s. 


d. 


..  2 .. 

.76 
17  6 
..  2 .. 

-.7  6 
1 ..  .. 
1 11  6 
3 3 .. 

2 7.. 

..  13  .. 

3 ..  .. 

7 17  6 
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CHARLES  GODDARD,  Vicar. 

HANNIBAL  JONES,  1 , 

JAMES  SAUNDERS,]  Chur chivar dens. 


POCOCK  AND  CHAPMAN, 

PRINTERS,  LOWFIELD-STREET,  DARTFORD,  KENT. 
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under,  a fliielcl  In  brafs,  Walden,  being  a bend,  cotized,  between 
iix  martlets.  On  a large  grave  ftone,  are  the  effigies  in  brafs,  of  a 
lyian  in  armour  and  of  his  wife,  beneath  his  three  fons,  the  iafcrip- 
tion  and  thofe  of  the  daughters  are  loft  ; over  his  head,  the  arms 
of  V\  alden  m brafs.  On  agrave-ftone  adjoining,  are  the  efficries 
in  brals  of  a man  in  armour,  with  his  tabard  of  arms,  and  of '’his 
wife.^  On  his  tabard  are  the  arms  of  Walden,  as  above,  but  the 
mlcnption  and  ftiield  of  arms  are  gone,  which  was  for  Sir  Rich 
VVa  den,  and  is  preferved  in  Weever.  On  the  fouth  lide  is  a 
noble  altar  tomb  of  white  marble,  for  Eliz.  countefs  of  Shrewlburv 
daughter  and  heir  ol  Sir  Rich.  Walden,  on  which  is  her  effiaies  in 
her  robes  and  coronet,  lying  at  full  length,  her  head  fuppor?ed  by 
a pillar ; on  the  fides  of  the  tomb  are  her  arms,  with  a vreat  va- 
riety of  quarterings,  the  colours  of  which  are  now  defficed,  as 
well  as  the  infcription,  which  is  preferved  in  Weever;  flie  died  in- 
1508.  Oil  the  north  fide  is  a mural  monument  for  Francis  Va- 
nacker,  efq.  lord  of  this  manor  of  Erith,  obt.  1686,  who  left  fur- 
viving  Cornelia  his  wife,  and  his  two  brothers,  Nicholas  and 
John,  merchants  of  London ; above  are  the  arms  of  Vanackar, 
or,  on  a bend,  gules,  three  cinquefoils,  argent,  impaling  ermine, 
on  a bend,  gules,  three  guttee  d’or  between  two  ravens,  proper; 
under  the  above  tomb,  and  over  the  grave,  is  an  elegant  altar  tomb 
pf  white  marble,  covered  with  black.  On  a grave  ftone,  within 
iron  rails,  an  infcription  for  Mfs.  Cornelia,  widow  of  W.  Bateman, 
inei  chant,  lady  of  this  manor  of  Erith,  and  formerly  the  widow 
and  reliift  of  Francis  Vanacker,  efq.  lord  of  the  fame  manor,  obt. 
1702;  and  left  her  brother-in-law.  Sir  John  Vanacker,  bart.  and 
merchant  of  London,  the  prelent  lord  of  this  manor,  the  only  fur- 
viving  brother  of  herfaid  hulband,  Francis  Vanacker,  efq.  On  a 
grave  ftone,  a memorial  for  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Wheatley 
gent,  by  Margaret  his  wife;  flie  died  1718,  set.  19;  above  thefe’ 
arms,  Wheatley,  parted  per  fefs  a pale,  counterchanged,  three  lions 
rampant ; another  for  Wm.  Hedges,  efq.  lord  of  this  manor,  obt. 
17341  57;  above  thefe  arms,  two  coats  quarterly,  ift  and  4th, 

three  Iwaiis  necks,  erafed,  2d  and  3d,  a chevron,  ermine,  between 
three  lions  rampant.  A memorial  for  Margaret  Salilbufy,  w’ife 
o onn  Wheatley,  efq.  and  lady  of  this  manor,  obt.  1743;  for 
John  Wheatley,  efq.  obt.  1748  ; above  are  thefe  arms,  beino' two 
coats  quarterly,  i ft  and  4th,  Wheatley  as  above,  2d  and  3d,  p'arted 
per  fels,  wavy,  three  bucks  heads,  carbollied,  over  all  an  efcutchecn 
of  pretence,  being  a bend  between  three  martlets  ; another  for 
V\  m.  \\  heatley,  elq.  lord  of  this  manor,  obt.  i 745  ; above  are  the 
arms  of  W heatley.  On  a grave  ftone,  at  the  entrance  into  the 
louth  ille,  IS  a brafs  plate  w'ith  this  infcription  in  black  letter.'' 

“ Ellin  atte  Coke  gist  icy 

“ Dieu  de  sa  alme  eit  mercy.” 

* See  the  monuments  and  infcriptlons  at  large,  In  Reg.  Roff.  p.  985. 
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It  appears  by  the  Efcheat  Rolls,  of  y,Edw.  III.  that  Peter  attc 
Coke  ponelTed  land  in  Lefnes.  In  another  record  he  is  called 
Peter  de  Wenilingburg,  alias  Peter  atte  Coke.  In  this  church  iie 

buried  hkewife  Anne  countefs  of  Pembroke  who  died  in  1589; 

and  Edward  Abell,  of  Heringdnll,  who  died  in  king  Henr>  I\  . 
reign,  as  has  been  already  noticed  be.ore. 

In  the  1 7th  year  of  king  John’s  reign,  Peter,  bifliop 
of  Winchefter,  William  earl  Warren,  William  earl  ot 
Arundel,  and  Hubert  de  Burgh,  chief-juftice  of  Eng- 
land, and  conllable  of  Dover-callle  were  conftituted 
commiflioners  to  treat  with  Richard  earl  of  Clare,  and 
others,  on  behalf  of  the  difeontented  barons  in  the 
church  of  Erith,  touching  a peace  betwixt  the  king 
and  them,  for  which  the  latter  had  a fafe  condud. 

Richard  de  Lucy,  founder  of  the  abbejs  m the 
reign  of  king  Henry  II.  gave  the  church  of  Lefnes,  in 
perpetual  alms,  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
London,  and  to  Ralph,  prior,  and  the  canons  m it, 
together  with  all  the  lands  and  tenths  belonging  to  it  i 
to  which  grant  queen  Matilda  and  many  others  were 
witneffes;  which  gift  was  confirmed  to  them  by  God- 
frid,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  his  defendant,  by  king 
Stephen,  among  the  reft  of  the  pofleflions  of  that  rno- 
naftery,  and  by  leveral  -kings  his  fuccefiors,  and  dif- 
ferent popes  from  time  to  time.^  Walter  de  Merton, 
bifhop  of  Rochefter.  and  Thomas  Becket,  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  confirmed  this  church  and  its  poflei- 
fions  to  them.  Pope  Innocent  III.  in  the  2d  year  of 
kino-  John,  granted  a bull  for  their  proteftion,  and 
the  confirmation  of  their  poflefiions,  among  which 
the  church  of  Lefnes  is  mentioned.''  And  another, 

containing  many  additional  privileges  to  it,  and  its 

lands  and  pofteffions,  efpecially  a,n  exemption  frorn 
their  paying  tenths,  either  of  their  lands  which  had 

o Dugd.  Bar.  vol.i.  p.  693.  Pat.  Rolls,  ejus  an.  No.  45- 

p Reg,  Roff.  p.  325,  328.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  u.  p.  86,  et  icq. 

Rym.  Feed.  vol.  i.  p.  9»  3H;  vol.  ii-  P;  192- 
Reg.  Rolf.  p.  327.  Kyiii.  Feed.  vol.  1.  p.  122. 
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never  before  been  cultivated/  and  of  which  none  had 
ever  received  tithes,  fo  Jong  as  they  kept  them  in  their 
own  hands,  or  of  the  food  of  their  cattle/ 

In  the  loth  year  of  king  Edward  1.  there  was  fome 
diipute  between  the  above  mentioned  abbot  and  con- 
vent, and  the  parilhioners  of  the  churches  of  Lefnes 
and  Bexley,  then  appropriated  to  it  concerning  the 
payment  of  tenths  for  certain  things,  for  which^they 
alledged  they  had  never  as  yet  paid  any  j upon  which 
pope  Martin  direded  his  bull  to  the  prior  of  the  Cru- 
cerois,  or  Crutched  friars,  in  London,  to  adjuft  the 
fame  between  them. 

Another  matter  of  diipute  arofe  in  the  reign  of  kincy 
Henry  VI.  between  the  parilhioners  of  Lefnes  and  the 
prior  and  convent,  proprietors  and  redors  of  this 
church,  concerning  the  finding  ornaments  for  the  ufe 
of  the  high  altar,  and  the  finding  of  books  by  the  latter, 
as  by  antient  agreement  between  them ; which  at  laft*' 
by  mutual  content,  was  referred  to  the  bifliop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  who,  in  1432,  decreed,  that  the  prior  and 
convent,  and  their  fucceffors,  fliould  yearly  pay  ten 
fhillings  to  the  paiilhioners,  towards  the  finding  or- 
naments and  books  for  the  high  altar,  with  power,  in 
cafe  of  non-payment,  of  diftraining  all  their  tenths 
and  chattels,  as  well  in  their  demefne  lands  as  in  their 
redory  or  elfewhere,  in  the  parifli.'  The  church  of 
Lelnes,  alias  Erith,  with  theadvowfon  of  the  vicarage 
remained  among  the  poUeffions  of  the  monaftery  till 
Its  final  dilTolution,  in  the  2jd  year  of  Henry  VIII. 

when  it  was  furrendered,  with  its  revenues,  into  the 
king’s  hand's.'* 

By  virtue  of  a commijjion  of  enquiry  in  1 650,  iffuing 
out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,^  that  Erith  was  a 
parfonage,  which  was  an  impropriation  belonging  to 
Sir  Thomas  Thynne,  and  that  there  was  in  the  pa-^ 

^ Novalia,  * Reg.  RofF.  p.  326. 

Rym.  feed  vol  ii.  p.  194.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  331. 

_ Kym.  feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  411.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  303, 
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rifh  a vicarage  prefentative  with  cure  of  (ouls,  which 
was  worth  tifty  pounds  per  annum,  including  the 
glebe  land,  which  was  worth  ten  pounds.'^ 

John  Weev'er,  the  author  of  the  Funeral  Monu- 
ments, appears  to  have  been  poflelled  of  this  revftory 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.* 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  James  I.  Sir  John  Thynne, 
of  Longleat,  was  owner  of  this  redlory,  with  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  vicarage.  His  defeendant.  Sir  Thomas 
Thynne,  poflefled  them  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  king  Charles  I.  It  afterwards  became  the  property 
of  Sir  James  Bateman,  lord  mayor  of  London,  whole 
eldeft  fon,  William,  was  created  vifeount  Bateman  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  but  he  deviled  this  eflate, 
which  confifts  of  the  parfonage  or  great  tithes  of  this 
parifli,  and  an  inclofed  farm,  together  with  the  per- 
petual advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  to  his  younger  fon, 
James  Bateman,  efq.  who  was  feated  at  Well,  in 
Lincolnlhire.  He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Anne,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Samuel  Dalh- 
wood,  efq.  of  that  county,  the  grandfon  of  Sir  Sam. 
Dalhwood,  lord  mayor  of  London;  on  Mr.  Dafli- 
w^ood’s  death,  his  widow  became  entitled  to  it  for  the 
term  of  her  life,  and  llie  is  the  prefent  pofleffor  of 
it ; fhe  had  by  Mr.  Dalhwood  a daughter,  married 
to  major  Carteret  of  Lincolnlhire,  and  one  fon,  Fran- 
cis Bateman  Dafhwood,  efq.  to  whom  the  inheritance 
of  this  eftate  now  belongs.  He  married  Therela, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Mr.  March,  of  Huntingdon- 
Ihire,  by  whom  he  has  fix  children.  He  bears  for 
his  arms,  quarterly,  firfl;  and  fourth,  Dalhwood, 
gent,  OH  a fefs  betzveen  two  bars  gemels,  gules  ^ three  grif- 
fins heads  erajed,  or,  fecond  and  third,  Bateman. 

The  redtory  of  Erith  and  Leafon  pays  an  annual 
fee-farm  rent  of  il.  los.  to  the  crown. 

" Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib,  vol,  xix, 

* Weever,  p,  337, 
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In  the  I i^th  3'car  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church 
of  Lefnes  was  valued  at  fifty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage 
at  eight  marcs,’'  and  the  temporalities  of  the  priory  of 
the  Holy  Trinity  in  Lefnes  at  4I.  4s.  4d.^ 

The  vicarage  of  Erith  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books 
at  9I.  I2S.  6d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  19s.  3d/  It 
is  now  of  the  value  of  about  200I.  per  annum.  The 
abbey  lands  are  exempt  from  all  tithes  whatfoever. 
The  parfonage  tarm  pays  fmall  tithes  to  the  vicar. 
There  are  feven  acres  and  a half  of  glebe  land.  There 
is  no  vicarage  houfe. 

CHURCH  OF  ERITH 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  JirefenteJ.  v I c A R s . 

Priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity^  London  John  Stone,  obt.  Ap.  i8,  I475''’ 

EJivard  Harivood,  in  172+. 

John  White,  void  by  ceffion, 
Mar.  8,  1734,  ob. 

Samuel  Dajh'ntood,  efq James  White,  1767*  Prefent 

vicar.'* 

y Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p,  4.56.  e Alfo  vicar  of  Wilmington,  and 

* Ibid.  p.  455.  formerly  minor  cannon  of  Kochcller. 

a Kacon's  Lib.  Regis.  Son  of  the  former . 

b He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 
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LIES  the  next  parilh  fouth-eaflward  from  Erith, 
having  the  river  Thames  and  that  parilh  for  its  nor- 
thern boundary.  It  appears  to  have  been  called,  foon 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons  in  this  ifland,  by  the 
name  of  Creccan  ford-,  that  is,  the  ford  or  pajj'age  over 
the  water,  then  called  Crecca.  now  CrayT  In  the 
time  of  archbilhop  Dunftan,  who  came  to  the  fee  of 
Canterbury,  in  960,  it  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Erhede,  or  Eard,  and  at  the  conqueft  by  that  of  Eard, 


' Lamb.  Per.  p.  484. 
s 4 
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alias  Crayford ; by  which  it  continued  to  be  defcribed 
in  all  antient  deeds  and  writings  to  the  time  of  king 
Henry  VIII. 

This  parish  is  in  extent,  from  north  to  fouth, 
about  three  miles,  and  from  eaft  to  wefl  fomewhat 
lefs  than  two.  The  air  is  not  efteemed  in  general 
the  moft  healthy,  efpecially  the  lower  or  north-eafl: 
part  of  it,  near  the  marfhes.  The  foil  of  it  in  the 
upland  parts  is  much  fubjeft  to  gravel  and  fand,  and 
the  lands  are  but  thin  and  poor,' efpecially  towards 
Northumberland  and  Bexley  heaths,  near  which 
are  two  parcels  of  coppice  wood,  the  only  ones  in  this 
parilh.  The  lower  parts,  nearer  the  river,  and  in  the 
marflies,  are  very  fertile,  but  the  latter,  being  about 
five  hundred  acres,  are  never  ploughed.  The  high 
London  road  crofles  the  fouthern  part  of  this  parilh, 
in  which  is  the  village^  commonly  called  Crayford- 
Jlreet,  where  the  ground  rifes  to  the  upland  or  wef- 
tern  part  of  the  parifli,  and  here  the  roads  branch  off, 
one  to  Bexley-heath,  a fecond  to  Woolwich,  near 
which  is  the  church.  May-place,  and  Newbery,  and 
another  to  Erith,  near  which  is  the  parfonage,  and 
farther  on,  the  two  hamlets  of  Perry-ftreet  and  North- 
end  ; and  at  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  diftance 
from  the  former,  eaftward,  Howbury-farm.  The 
northern  parts  of  the  parifli,  being  the  marlhcs,  are 
bounded  ftill  further  northward  by  the  river  Thames. 

The  high  London  road  paflTed  through  Crayford- 
Breet,  but  a few  years  ago  it  was  turned  afide  from  it, 
a new  cut  having  been  made,  which  avoiding  the 
ftreet,  joins  the  old  road  again  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  1 
ftreet,  clofe  to  the  bridge,  which  has  been  new  built 
for  the  purpofe. 

It  is  a narrow  ill-built  ftreet,  of  near  half  a mile  in  ( 
length.  At  the  eaft  end  of  it,  near  the  river,  ftood 
a large  handfome  feat,  which  feemed  of  the  time  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  called  in  antient  deeds  the 
vianfion  houfe  in  Crayford,  and  afterwards  the  old  place 

houfe. 
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houfe.  It  was  formerly  part  of  the  eftate  in  this  pa- 
rilh  belonging  to  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  whofe  daugh- 
.ter  and  coheir,  Anne,  intitled  her  huiband,  John 
Blackwood,  efq.  to  it,  on  whofe  death,  in  1777,  his 
fon,  Shovel  Blackwood,  fucceeded  to  it,  and  he  owns 
the  fcite  of  it  at  this  time.  It  was  for  many  years 
made  ufe  of  for  carrying  on  the  linen  manufadtory  ef- 
tablilbed  here ; fmce  which  it  lias  been  let  on  a long 
leafe  to  an  eminent  callico  printer  and  whitfter,  who 
pulled  it  down,  and  converted  the  materials  into  work 
houfes,  &c.  for  his  manufadtory. 

Here  is  a fair  held  on  September  8. 

The  river  Cray  takes  its  courfe  through  the  marflies 
in  this  parifh,  nearly  north-north  eaft ; and  after  ha- 
ving received  into  it,  on  the  fouth  fide,  a fmall  fpring, 
which  rifes  at  Wantfum-farm,  it  branches  into  two 
parts,  both  of  which  crofs  the  high  London  road,  as 
does  a third  fmall  portion  of  water  out  of  it,  granted 
by  the  commiffioners  of  fewers  in  the  year  1633,  as 
has  been  before  mentioned. 

Two  of  thefe  ftrcams,  having  fupplied  two  large 
manufadlories  for  the  printing  of  calicoes,  and  having 
received  the  third  ftream  again  into  them,  unite  about 
half  a mile  below,  where  this  river  turns  an  iron  mill, 
antiently  made  ufe  of  for  the  making  of  plates  for  ar- 
mour; and  having  fupplied  the  whiting  grounds,  it 
makes  feveral  fmall  windings,  and  joins  Dartford-creek 
on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  about  a mile  below  that  town, 
and  then  it  flows,  in  one  united  ftream  with  it,  into 
the  river  Thames. 

In  the  year  457,  Hengift,.the  firft  Saxon  king  of 
Kent,  meeting  with  the  Britons  at  Crecanford,  gave 
them  battle,  flew  four  of  their  chief  commanders  and 
four  thoufand  men,^  and  gave  them  fuch  a bloody  de- 

^ Camd.  Brit.  p.  223.  Lamb.  Peramb,  p.  486.  Rapin’s  Hift. 
of  Eng.  vol.  i.  p.  33. 
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fear,  that  they  entirely  abandoned  this  country,  and 
fled  with  great  fear  towards  London. 

There  are  now  to  be  feen,  as  well  on  the  heaths 
near  Crayford,  as  in  the  fields  hereabout,  many  arti- 
ficial caves  or  holes  in  the  earth,  fome  being  ten,  fif- 
teen, and  others  twenty  fathoms  deep.  At  the  mouth, 
and  thence  downward,  they  are  narrow,  like  the  tun- 
nel of  a chimney,  or  paflage  of  a well,  but  at  the  bot- 
tom they  are  large  and  of  great  compafs,  infomuch 
that  fome  of  them  have  feveral  rooms  or  partitions; 
one  within  another,  ftrongly  vaulted,  and  fupported 
with  pillars  of  chalk.  In  the  opinion  of  the  neigh- 
bouring inhabitants,  they  were  formerly  dug,  as  well 
for  theufe  of  the  chalk,  towards  building,  as  for  the 
mending  of  their  lands  ; but  it  is  moft  probable  that 
fome  of  them  w^ere  made  for  a farther  ufe  by  the 
Saxons,  our  anceftors,  who  ufed  them  as  fecret  hiding 
places  for  their  wives,  children,  and  goods,  as  well  in 
times  of  civil  wars  as  of  foreign  invafions. 

For  Tacitus,  treating  of  the  manners  of  the  old 
Germans,  the  anceftors  of  thefe  Saxons,  fays,  they 
ufed  to  dig  certain  caves  under  the  ground,  that  when 
the  enemy  came  and  ipoiled  all  that  was  abroad,  then 
fuch  things  as  were  thus  hidden,  either  lay  unknown, 
or  by  this  very  means  deceived  him  who  fought  after 
them.^ 

If  fuch  as  thefe  have  not  been  found  in  other  places, 
it  muft  be  imputed  to  the  foil,  which  in  chalk  only 
is  fuited  to  this  workmanfliip.  Many  beafts  have 
tumbled  into  thefe  pits,  and  the  hunters  continually 
mifs  their  dogs,  which  have  fallen  into  them;  and 
Mr.  Lambarde  fays,  in  his  time,  a then  late  noble  per- 
fon,  in  following  his  hawk,  happened,  to  the  great  ha- 
zard of  his  life,  to  fall  into  one  of  them,  which  was  at 
leaft  twelve  fathoms  deep.** 

* Tacitus  de  Moribus  Germ.  p.  630.  Edit.  Not.  varior. 

^ Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  488. 

The 
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The  Roman  road  is  plainly  vifible  on  Bexley  heath, 
direding  its  courle  fouth-fouth  eaft,  and  ib  on  towards 
Crayford,  which  addsfome  ftrength  to  the  conjeftures 
of  thole  who  place  the  firft  ftation  on  it  from  London, 
antiently  called  Noviomagus^  at  or  about  Crayford. 
Among  thefe  are  Somner,  Burton,  bifhop  Stilling- 
fleet,  and  of  later  times  Dr.  Thorpe.^  And  although 
there  never  have  been  hitherto  any  foundations,  tiles, 
urns,  or  other  marks  of  antiquity,  found  about  this 
place  to  confirm  its  having  been  a Roman  ftation,  yet 
it  has  one  corroborating  circumftance  of  no  fmall 
force  in  the  limilitude  of  its  prefent  name.  The  ma- 
nor of  Crayford  being  at  this  day  called  Crayford, 
alias  Newbery,  which  laft  fignifies  in  Englifh  exadtly 
the  fame  as  N oviomagns  in  Latin,  viz.  the  new  fortrefs 
or  Jiation.  However,  in  placing  this  ftation  here  there 
have  been  made  by  fome  two  principal  objections : 
firfl,  the  improbability  of  the  marlhes  at  and  about 
Deptford,  being  eafily  palTable  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans, which,  if  they  were  not,  would  direCl  the 
courfe  of  the  road  more  to  the  fouthward  towards 
Kefton.  And  fecondly,  that  the  Watling-ftreet  road, 
on  which  this  ftation  is  fuppofed  to  have  been,  pafled 
through  the  middle  of  this  county,  whereas  this,  by 
Crayford  on  to  Rochefter,  and  fo  on  to  Canterbury, 
directs  its  courfe  near  the  northern  boundary  of  it ; to 
obviate  this,  Mr.  Robert  Talbot,  who  wrote  a com- 
ment on  the  Itinerary  of  Antonine,  tells  us,  that  the 
Romans  had  two  forts  of  highways  ; the  one,  fartheft 
about  indeed,  but  through  places  better  inhabited, 
more  level,  and  altogether  more  fit  for  the  conduct- 
ing of  the  army  ; the  other  more  direCt  and  compen- 
dious, of  which  latter  fort  moft  probably  was  this 
Roman  road  through  Crayford.'^ 

‘ Burton,  p.  175.  Somner,  p.  13,  Reg.  RofF.  Praef.  p.  iii. 

^ Burt.  Anton,  p.  1 77. 
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This  place,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  was  pof- 
fehed  by  one  Elfege,  a powerful  man,  who  by  his  will, 
made  in  the  prefence  of  archbifhop  Dunftan,  about 
the  )^ear  970,  gave  a third  part  of  his  eftates  in  Erhedc, 
and  elfewhere,  to  Chrift  church,  in  Canterbur)’’ ; not- 
W'ithftanding  which,  Leofsune,  who  had  married  his 
nephew’s  widow,  entered  on  them  ; but  they  w'ere 
recovered  from  him,  in  a folemn  trial,  held  here  by 
the  archbilhop  for  this  purpofe.  After  w'hich,  on  the 
divifion,  Erhede  feems  to  have  been  part  of  the  lhare 
which  was  allotted  to  Chrift  church,*  and  it  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  archbilliop  of  Canterbur}',  at  the 
tirne  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  in 
which  it  is  thus  entered : 

In  Litelai  hundred  the  archbijhop  himfelf  holds  Erhede. 
It  was  taxed  at  4 fulings.  ‘The  arable  land  is  8 caru- 
cates.  In  demefne  there  are  two^  and  27  villeins^  with 
two  borderers  having  8 carucates.  There  is  a church, 
and  three  mills,  of  /hillings  and  fxpence.  There  are 
^fervants,  and  10  acres  of  meadow  wood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  40  hogs*  In  the  whole,  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  Confeffor  it  was  worth  1 2 pounds,  and  as  much 
when  he  received  it,  now  6 pounds,  and  yet  it  pays  21 
pounds. 

At  the  latter  end  of  king  Richard  I.’s,  and  in  king 
John’s  reigns,  the  manor  of  Earde,  alias  Cray- 
FORD,  was  held  of  the  archbilliop  by  Adam  de  Port, 
the  great-grandfon  ot  Hugh  de  Port,  a great  baron 
in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  who  was  pof- 
feffed  of  Bafing,  in  Hampfliire,  which  he  made  the 
head  of  his  barony." 

Adam  de  Port  married  Mabell,  grandchild  and  heir 
to  Roger  dc  St.  John.  After  which,  his  defendants, 

‘ The  famous  trial  for  the  recovery  of  the  lands  given  to  the 
churches  of  Canterbury  and  Rochefter  is  related  in  the  Textus 
Roffenfis  at  large.  See  Obfervations  on  the  above,  in  Hicke’s 
Thef.  vol.  i.  Diflbrtatio  Epift.  p.  60. 

“ Dugd.  Bar.  p.  463,  et  feq. 
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quitting  the  furname  of  Port,  afllimed  that  of  Sr.  John. 
John  de  St.  John,  of  Baling,  his  great  grandfon,  a 
man  much  employed  and  entrufted  by  king  Edward  I. 
died  in  the  30th  year  of  that  reign,  being  then  polTelTed 
of  tlie  manor  of  Eard. 

John,  his  fon  and  heir,  was  fummoned  to  parlia- 
ment in  the  28th  of  king  Edward  1.  his  father  tlien 
living,  by  the  name  of  John  de  St.  John,  junior,  and 
was  in  that,  and  the  next  reign,  much  employed  in 
the  Scottilh  wars.  He  died  in  the  12th  year  of  king 
Edward  11.  leaving  by  Ifabel  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Hugh  de  Courtney,  a fon  named  Hugh,  being  then 
poflelfed  of  this  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  Earde.  Hugh  de  St.  John,  died  in  the 
1 ith  year  of  king  Edward  111.  being  then  poflelled 
of  fixteen  knights  fees  in  Kent,  among  which  was 
included  this  manor  and  advowfon. 

In  the  Book  of  Aid,  in  the  20th  year  of  the  above 
reign,  his  defcendant,  Robert  de  St.  John,  anfwered 
for  one  knight’s  fee  in  Earde,  held  of  the  archbilhop, 
about  which  time  this  manor  acquired  the  name  of 
the  manor  of  Earde,  alias  Newbery,  the  latter  being 
the  name  of  the  manlion  belonging  to  it. 

Moft  probably  he  was  guardian,  and  fome  near  re- 
lation to  Edmund,  fon  of  Hugh  above  mentioned, 
who  died  in  his  minority  next  year upon  which  Mar- 
garet, the  wife  of  John  de  St.  Philibert,  and  Ifabel, 
the  wife  of  Plenty  de  Burflierlh,  his  fifters,  became  his 
heirs  j and  on  a partition  of  the  lands  of  their  inheri- 
tance, I label  had  for  her  fhare,  among  other  premifes, 
ten  pounds  yearly  rent,  iffuing  out  of  this  manor,®  and 
the  reverfion  of  it,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church 
of  Earde,  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ed- 
mund, who  then  held  the  fame  in  dowry,  and  was  re- 
married to  Gerard  de  I’lfle.P 

" Rot.  Efch.  ejus  anni. 

° Dugdale  fays  40I.  per  annum.  Bar,  vol.  ii.  p.  36. 

f pugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  465. 
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This  liabei,  after  the  deceafe  of  Henry  de  Burflierfh, 
married  Lucas  de  Poynings,  a younger  brother  of 
Michael  lord  Poynings,  eldeft  fonto  the  firft  Thomas 
lord  Poynings,  by  which  he  became  poflefled  of  the 
lands  of  her  inheritance,  and  by  the  death  of  her 
filter  Margaret,  and  of  John  her  fon  without  iflue,  in 
the  3i5th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  to  her  part  of  it 
allb;  and  the  faid  Lucas  de  Poyning-s,  having  iflue 
by  his  wife,  had  pofleffion  granted  of  her  whole  inhe- 
ritance, and  among  it  of  this  manor.’ 

Archbilliop  Courtney,  in  the  20th  year  of  king 
Richard  II.  procured  the  grant  of  a market  for  this 
manor,  to  be  held  on  a T uefday ; and  a fair  on  the 
vigil,  the  day  of  our  Lady’s  nativity,  and  four  days 
after.'' 

Lucas  de  Poynings  had  fummons  to  parliament  in 
the  42d  and  47th  years  of  king  Edward  III.’  His  fon. 
Sir  Thomas  de  Poynings,  fucceeded  him  in  this  eftate, 
and  bore  the  title  of  lord  St.  John;  and  In  the  begin- 
ning of  king  Henry  VI. ’s  reign,  fold  this  manor  to 
John  Kingfton,  whole  defcendant,  Thomas  Kingfton, 
died  in  the  21ft  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  poirelied  of 
the  manor  of  Newbery,  otherwife  called  Crayford, 
held  of  the  archbifliop  by  knights  fervice,  as  it  was 
then  found  by  inquilitlon,  and  that  John  Kingfton 
was  his  kinfman  and  next  heir.‘ 

From  this  family  it  went,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII . to  Sir  Thomas  Lifley,  and  from  him 
again  to  William  Gorfyn,  efq.  who,  in  the  35th  year 
of  that  reign,  fold  to  the  king,  in  confideratlon  of 
lands  in  Berkfhire,  Suflex,  and  Southampton,  among 
other  premifes,  his  manor  of  Newbery,  with  the  ad- 
vowfon  of  the  parlfli  church  of  Earde,  alias  Crayford, 
with  all  tenements,  royalties,  &c.  in  Newbery,  and 
Earde,  alias  Crayford,  of  the  yearly  value  of  38I.  lod. 

Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  465.  ‘ Cott.  Records,  p.  104,  1 1 5. 

^ Rot.  Pat.  ejus  an.  No.  5.  * Rot.  El'cli.  ejus  anni. 
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excepting  the  next  avoidance  of  the  church,  and  eight 
Ihillings  payable  out  of  the  manor  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Otford  ; which  indenture  was  inrolled  next 
year  in  the  court  of  augmentation. “ 

This  m.anor  feems  to  have  continued  in  the  crown 
till  the  reign  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary  ; who, 
in  their  5th  and  6th  year,  granted  it  to  Thomas  and 
John  White,  and  others,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice.'"  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  7th  year,  granted  it 
to  Henry  Part  rich,  who,  in  the  fame  reign,  conveyed 
it  to  Henry  Apylton,  of  Marlhal’s  court,  in  this  pa- 
rilh,  where  this  family  had  been  long  refident. 

Thefe  Apyltons,  or  Appletons,  as  their  name  was 
aftenvards  fpelt,  are  fuppoled  to  be  delcended  from  a 
family  of  that  name,  leated  at  \Vaddingtield  Magna, 
in  Norfolk,  where  many  of  them  lie  buried. 

Roger  Appleton  lived  in  the  reigns  of  Plenry  V. 
and  VI.  and  was  auditor  to  both  thole  kings.  Pie 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  as  does  Agnes  his  wifej 
Elizabeth  their  daughter  married  Henry  Elham,  efq. 
of  Elham,  in  this  parilh,  who  was  likewife  one  of  the 
above  auditors,  and  lies  buried  with  her  hufband  here. 
From  him  defeended,  in  a direct  line,  Henry,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Roger  Appleton,  w'ho  fucceeded  his 
father  in  his  eftates  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  at 
South  Bemfleet,  in  Effex,  and  purchafed  this  manor  as 
before  mentioned  , and  William,  the  fecond  fon,  who 
w'as  anceftor  of  the  family  of  this  name,  fettled  at  Ket- 
tlebafton,  in  Suffolk.*  He  died  in  the  4th  year  of 
James  I.  and  Roger  his  fon,  who  fucceeded  him  in  it, 
and  was  of  South  Bemfleet ; he  was  knighted,  and  af- 
terwards, in  16 1 1,  created  a baronet.  He  died  in  the 

“ Aug.  off.  box  D.  23,  D.  24.  Rot.  Efcli.  ejiis  anni,  pt.  3. 

* Weaver,  p.  335,  759.  Baronetage,  ill  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  324. 
Morant’s  Eflex,  vol.  i.  p.  263.  Moll  of  the  monuments  and  in- 
fcrlptions  belonging  to  this  family,  in  the  church  of  Crayford, 
were  deltroyed  by  a fire  which  happened  to  the  fabric. 
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1 3th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  by  Anne  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Mildmay,  of  Moulfliam,  in 
Elfcx,  knt.  one  fon,  Henry,  who  fucceeded  him  in 
title;  and  two  daughters  ; Frances,  married  to  Francis 
Goldfmith,  gent,  and  Mary  to  Thomas  Stanley,  efq. 
and  dying  in  1609,  lies  buried  in  St.  Dionis  Back- 
church,  Iwondon.’"  He  gave  both  the  manor  of  New- 
bery  and  Marlhal’s-court,  in  this  parith,  in  dowTy 
with  his  daughter  Frances  before  mentioned,  to  Fran- 
cis Goldfmith,  gent,  who  conveyed  the  former  by  fale 
(Marnial’s-court  being  fold  by  him  elfewhere)  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.  to  Robert  Draper, efq.  of  May-place, 
owner  alfo  of  Howbery  manor  and  Ellam,  and  other 
eftates  here ; on  whofe  death  thefe  manors  and  eftates 
defeended  to  William  Draper,  efq.  his  fon,  who 
refided  at  May-place  before  mentioned.  He  married 
Mary,  the  fourth  and  youngeft  daughter  of  Richard 
Crelheld,  fergeant  at  law,  and  one  of  the  juftices  of 
the  common-pleas,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  by  whom 
he  had  one  fon,  Creflield,  and  two  daughters.  He 
died  in  1650,  pofTeffed  of  thefe  manors  and  eftates, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church.  His  fon.  Colonel 
Creflield  Draper,  fucceeded  to  them,  on  his  father’s 
death,  being  then  in  his  minority  ; after  whofe  death, 
about  the  year  1694,  they  were  fold  by  his  heirs  to 
Sir  Cloudeftey  Shovel,  together  with  the  capital  man- 
fion  of  May-place. 

Sir  ClouMey  Shovel  was  born  in  Suffolk,  in  1651, 
and  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the  royal  navy,  in  which 
he  gradually  rofe  to  the  command  of  the  Edgar  man 
of  war,  in  which  he  fo  ably  diftinguiftied  himfelf  in 
the  engagement  in  Bantry-bay,^  that  he  had,  for  his 
fervices  there  the  honour  of  knighthood  confirmed  on 
him,  in  1689,  advanced  to  the 

poft  of  a flag  officer,  and  then  to  the  chief  command 

y Strype’s  Stow’s  Sui-vey,  book  ii.  p.  i i;3. 

* Sec  Rapin’s  Hift.  of  England,  Continuation,  vol.  iv.  p.  29, 
folio.  See  his  life,  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  vi.  p.  3687. 
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of  the  Englill>  confederate  fleet ; in  all  which  he 
Ihewed  himfe^f  one  of  the  greateft  fea  commanders  of 
that  or  any  other  age. 

Having  the  command  of  a fleet  of, the  royal  navy, 
he  was  unfortunately  Ihipwrecked  on  the  rocks  of 
Scilly,  with  feveral  others  of  his  fquadron,  in  his  voyage 
from  Toulon,  on  Odober  22,  1707  ; and  his  body 
being  flung  on  Ihore,  and  buried  with  others  in  the 
fand,  was  loon  after  taken  up,  and  being  carried  to 
London,  w^as  interred  in  Weftminfter  abbey,  under 
a monument  ereded  to  his  memory  by  queen  Anne. 

Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Gnles^ 
c chevron^  ermine^  between  three  crefcents,  argent,  and  a 
Jleiir  de  lis  in  the  baje,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
John  Hill,  efq.  commiflioner  of  the  navy,  who  was 
widow  of  Sir  John  Narborough,  admiral  and  com- 
mander of  the  Englifli  navy,  by  whom  Ihe  had  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Thomas  D’Acth, 
bart.  and  two  Tons,  both  of  whom  were  loft  with  their 
brave  father-in-law.  By  her  Sir  Cloudefley  left  two 
daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Anne  ; the  former  of  whom 
married  firft  Sir  Robert  Marfliam,  bart.  afterwards 
created  lord  Romney  ; and  fecondly,  John  lord  Car- 
michael, afterwards  earl  of  Hindford.  Anne,  the 
fecond  daughter,  married  firft  Robert  Manfel,  eldeft 
foil  of  Thomas  lord  Manfel ; and  afterwards,  in  1726, 
John  Blackwood,  of  Charlton,  efq.  in  this  county. 

On  the  death  of  the  admiral,  lady  Shovel,  his  wi- 
dow, refided  at  May-place,  and  poflelTed  that  feat, 
and  the  manors  of  Newbery  and  Howbery,  with  mar- 
flial’s-court,  Ellam,  and  other  eftates  in  this  parilh. 
She  died  poflefled  of  them  in  1732,  and  was  buried 
in  this  church ; on  which  thefe  manors  and  eftates 
became  vefted  in  Elizabeth,  then  widow  of  Robert 
lord  Romney,  who  afterwards  married  John  lord  Car- 
michael, and  Anne,  the  wife  of  John  Blackwood,  efq. 
in  undivided  moieties,  as  coheirs  of  their  father,  the 
late  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel.  Soon  after  which,  on  a 

VOL,  n,  T divifion 


“74  little  and  LF-SNES  hundred. 
divifion  of  their  inheritance,  the  manor  of  Newbcry, 
the  manfion  ot  Mat’-place,  and  Ellam,  were  allotcd 
to  John  lord  Carmichael  and  Elizabeth  his  wife;  and 
Howbery,  Marlbal’s-place,  the  iron  mills,  a flirm, 
called  Wantfum,  and  other  lands,  were  allotted  to 
John  Blackwood,  elq.  and  Anne  his  wdfe,  as  their  re- 
Ipedlive  lhares  of  the  fame, 

John  lord  Carmichael  was  defeended  of  an  antient 
family  fo  called,  from  the  lands  of  Carmichael,  in  the 
county  of  Lanerk,  in  Scotland,  where  they  ftill  have 
their  chief  feat.  One  of  his  anceftors,  James  Carmi- 
chael of  Hindford,  was  created  a baronet  of  Scotland 
by  king  Charles  I.  and  being  of  great  fervice  to  him 
in, the  civil  wars,  he  was,  in  1647,  created  baron  of 
Carmichael,  in  the  county  of  Lanerk. 

John,  his  grandfon,  the  fecond  baron,  being  one  of 
the  Scots  peers,  who  joined  moft  early  in  the  revo- 
lution, was  recompenfed  with  feveral  honourable 
pofts ; and  in  1701,  was  created  by  king  William, 
earl  of  Hyndford  in  the  fame  county  ; whofe  grand- 
fon was  John  lord  Carmichael  above  mentioned,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir 
Cloudelley  Shovel,  widow  of  Robert  lord  Romney. 
He  was,  in  1742,  made  knight  of  the  Thiftle,  and 
went  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  and 
then  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia.  Ele  bore  for  his  arms, 
Argent,  a fejs  ivreathy,  azure  and  gules. ^ 

In  1737,  fucceeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Hynd- 
ford. Soon  after  which  he  joined  with  his  lady  in  the 
fale  of  this  manor  of  Newbery,  the  manfion  of  May- 
place  and  Ellam,  to  Nathaniel  Elwick,  efq.  who  le- 
ferving  to  himfelf  a life  eftate,  fettled  them  on  his  i 
only  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  on  her  marriage  I 
in  1745,  with  Miles  Barne,  efq.  of  Sottcrly,  in  Suf-  i 
folk.  She  died  in  1747,  in  her  father’s  life  time, 
leaving  one  fon,  Miles,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth 
Elwick  Barne. 

* Scots  Compend.  p.  359. 
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Nathaniel  Elwick,  efq.  died  in  1750,  and  lies  bu- 
ried in  a vault  in  this  church,  with  his  daughter  be- 
fore-mentioned. On  his  death  this  manor,  with  May-* 
place  and  Ellam,  by  virtue  of  the  before-mentioned 
fettlement,  came  to  Miles  Barne,  efq.  of  Sotterly,  whofe 
grandfon  Miles  Barne,  efq.  of  that  place,  and  mem- 
ber of  parliament  in  the  laft  parliament  for  Dunwich, 
(the  father  of  Snowden  Barne,  efq.  now  member  for 
that  borough)  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  this  eftate. 

The  manor  houfe  of  Newbery  has  fome  years  ago 
been  modernized,  and  fitted  up  as  a gentleman's  feat, 
and  is  now  occupied  by  Jolin  Symes,  efq. 

The  manfion  of  May-place  feems  built  about  the 
time  of  king  James  the  Firft.  It  has  a very  venerable 
and  majeftic  appearance,  which  has  however  been 
much  leflened  by  an  injudicious  attempt  made  within 
thefe  few  years  to  modernize  it.  Lady  Fermanagh 
now  refides  in  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  the  manor  of  Newbery, 
which  extends  over  the  upper  or  weftern  part  of  this 
parifh. 

Marshal’s-court  is  a place  in  this  parilh,  which, 
though  now  almoft:  unknown,  was  of  fome  note,  being 
in  early  times  the  feat  of  a family,  who  gave  name  to 
it ; one  of  whom,  John  Marfhal,  was  a good  benefactor 
to  the  fabric  of  this  church,  as  he  was  by  his  will  to 
the  poor  of  this  parifh.  In  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth it  was  the  property  of  Henry  Apylton,  the  refi- 
dence  of  whofe  anceftors  it  had  been  for  fome  time 
before.**  His  defcendant.  Sir  Roger  Apylton,  bart. 
gave  Marfhal’s  -court,  together  with  the  manor  of  New- 
bery, in  dower  with  his  daughter  Frances,  to  Francis 
Goldfmith,  gent,  whofe  grandfather,  Francis  Gold- 
fmith,  was  of  this  parifh,  and  by  Joan,  daughter  of 
Clement  Newry,  of  Hadham,  in  Hertfordlhire,  had 
four  fons,ofwhom  Francis,  the  eldeft:  fon,  was  knighted, 

^ Philipott,  p.  io8. 
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and  having  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Kdward 
Oundley,  efq.  of  Catfby,  In  Northamptonihire,  left  by 
her  two  fons  and  three  daughters.  He  lies  burled  in 
this  church.  Of  thefe,  Francis,  the  eldeft  fon,  pof- 
felfed  this  eftate  as  before-mentioned,  and  died  in  I6J4^ 
leaving  a fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  left  an  only 
daughter,  Catherine,  married  to  Sir  Henry  Dacre,  of 
Hertfordlhire.*'  They  bore  for  their  arms,  Giiles^  a 
chevron  between  three  birds  argent,  on  a chief  or,  a lion 
pajjant  gules.^  But  before  his  death  Francis  Goldfmith 
(who  had  married  Frances  Appleton  as  before-men- 
tioned) paired  away  Marlhal’s-court,  with  other  lands 
in  this  and  the  adjoining  parifli  of  Bexley,  by  fale,  in 
the  1 2th  year  of  king  James  I.  to  Richard  Fix,  gent,  a 
younger  fon  of  William  Fix,  of  Hawkhurft,  in  this  county, 
who  bore  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a fefs  or,  between  three 
crofs-crojlets  jitchee  argent, He  refided  at  Marlhars- 
court,  which,  at  his  death,  defcended  to  Edward  Fix, 
his  eldeft  fon,  who  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir 
Leventhorpe  Frank,  of  Albury-hal),  in  ElTex.  He 
fold  thefe  eftates  to  Mrs.  Mary  Towfe,  of  London, 
daughter  of  Charles  Holkins,  of  Surry,  and  widow  of 
John  Towfe,  of  London,  grocer,  fourth  fon  of  Brian 
Towfe,  of  Barton,  in  Yorklhire,  who  bore  for  his  arms, 
within  a bordure  argent,  two  [words  in  faltier,  or,  their 
points  downwards,  a mullet  in  chief  for  differenced  She 
fettled  them  in  marriage  on  her  daughter  Mary,  with 
colonel  Wood,  of  Kingfton,  upon  Thames  j who  con- 
veyed them  by  fale  to  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  on  whofc 
unfortunate  death,  they  came  into  the  poflelfion  of  his  , 
widow,  the  lady  Elizabeth  Shovel ; and  on  her  deceafe,  , 
they  became  veiled  in  her  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  ( 
in  undivided  moieties.  Soon  after  which,  on  a divifion  I 
of  their  inheritance,  Marflial’s-court,  with  other  eftates 
as  before-mentioned  in  this  parllli  and  Bexley,  were  al- 

‘ Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  Viftn.  co.  Kent,  1619. 

• Ibid.  [ Viftn.  of  London  by  St.  George,  1687. 
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lotted  to  Anne,  the  youngell  daughter,  married  to 
John  Blackwood,  elq.  as  her  fliare  of  it,  and  he  in  her 
right  became  entitled  to  them  for  his  life.  He  di^ 
in  1 777,  polfclTed  of  Marlhal’s-court,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon  Shovel  Blackwood,  elq.  who  continues  the 
prefent  polTelTor  of  the  fcite  of  this  antient  feat,  which 
has  been  fome  years  fince  pulled  down. 

Howbery  is  a manor  in  the  north-weft  part  of  this 
parilh,  near  the  marflies,  the  manfion  of  which  has  a 
nioat  yet  remaining  round  it.  This  manor  is  defcribed 
in  antient  deeds  by  the  name  of  Hoobery,  alias  Little 
Hoo.  In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror  it  was 
in  the  pofleflion  of  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux,  under  the 
general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  recorded  in  the  furvey 
of  Domefday  as  follows: 

Aiijgotus  holds  Hou  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux)  zvhich 
was  taxed  at  one  juling.  The  arable  land  is  ...  . In 
demefne  there  is  i carucate,  and  5 villeins  with  i earn- 
cate  and  an  half.,  and  i mill  of  10  f hillings.  There  are 
2 cottagers  and  i fervant,  and  jz  acres  of  meado  zv. 
JV jod  for  the  pannage  of  3 hogs.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edward  the  Confefbr,  it  zvas  zvorth  So  Jlnllings^  as 
much  when  he  received  it.,  and  now  4 pounds.  Anfchil 
held  it  of  king  Edzvard. 

After  this  it  became  part  of  the  pofteflions  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Auberville.  William  de  Auberville  owned 
this  manor  in  king  Henry  Ill’s  reign  j at  the  latter  end 
of  which,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  of  king 
Edward  I.  it  was,  as  appears  by  antient  court- rolls,  and 
other  evidences,  the  patrimony  of  the  antient  family  of 
Northwood  ; one  of  whom  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the 
13th  year  of  king  Edward  I."  His  defeendant.  Sir 
John  Northwood,  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  as  one  quarter  of  a knight’s  fee, 
which  Henry  Northwood  held  in  Littlehoo,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  manor  of  Stockbery,  held  in  capite^  to  which 
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this  of  Floobery,  alias  Littlehoo,  was  afterwards  an- 
nexed. and  efteemed  but  as  one  entire  manor.  It  con- 
tinued in  the  defcendants  of  Sir  John  Norwood  in  the 
reign  of  king  Richard  11.  but  in  that  of  Henry  IV. 
it  was  become  the  poflelTion  of  Nicholas  Carew,  of 
Surry,  and  John  Cornwallis,  of  London,  who  joined, 
in  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  in  the  fale  of  it  to 
Richard  Bryan  ; and  he,  in  the  i ft  year  of  Henry  VI. 
pafted  it  away  to  Roger  Arpylton,  one  of  the  au- 
ditors to  that  prince,  as  he  had  been  to  his  father,  king 
Henry  V.  and  Agnes  his  wife,  widow  of  Thomas 
Covele,  commonly  called  Cowley,  and  the  reverfion 
in  fee  to  her  fon,  Thomas  Covele;  to  whom,  after  her 
deceafe,  this  place  accordingly  defcended.  His  grand- 
fon  John,  fon  of  William  Cowley,  for  fo  he  then 
wrote  himfelf,  conveyed  Howbery,  in  the  1 9th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Judde  ; vvhofe  widow,  Eli- 
zabeth, was  in  pofleftion  of  this  place  at  the  latter  end 
of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  particularly  in  the  35th,  as 
appears  by  feveral  records  and  court  rolls.  Her  daugh- 
ter, Mabilla,  carried  it  into  the  family  of  Fane,  from 
whence  it  was  pafted  by  fale,  in  the  22d  year  of  king 
James  I.  to  Robert  Draper,  efq,“  after  the  death  of 
whofe  grandfon.  Col.  Creflield  Draper,  about  the  year 
1694,  this  manor,  with  other  lands  in  this  parilh,  was 
fold  by  his  heirs  to  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel,  whofe  youn- 
geft  daughter  Anne,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  fe- 
condhufband,  John  Blackwood,  efq.  as  has  been  al- 
ready related,  under  Newbery  and  Marnial’s* court, 
whole  fon.  Shovel  Blackwood,  efq.  on  his  father’s  death 
in  1777?  fucceeded  to  it,  and  having  next  year  pro- 
cured an  aft  of  parliament  for  this  purpofe,  alienated  it 
with  the  Iron- Mills  farm  in  this  pari fti,  to  Harman 
Berens,  efq.  ot  Kevington,  whofe  fon  Jofeph  Bcrens, 
efq.  of  that  place,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  both  tliefo 
eftates. 


^ Philipott,  p,  107. 
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It  appears  by  the  anticnt  court  rolls,  that  many  lands 
in  Crayford  were  held  of  this  manor,  the  court  baron 
of  which  was  formerly  regularly  kept,  though  it  has 
been  a long  time  difuled.  T he  manfion  of  the  manor 
is  now  made  ufe  of  only  as  a farm  houfe. 

On  June  7,  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  it 
was  ordered  by  the  commilTioners  of  fewers,  that  How- 
bery  marfh,  Walla  marfh,  and  the  Brooks,  fhould  be 
taken  into  the  commiflion,  in  which  they  have  conti- 
nued ever  fince. 

El  LAM  is  a place  in  this  parifla,  though  now  funk 
into  oblcurity,  the  houle  itfelf  having  been  long  fince 
pulled  down,  was  once  the  feat  of  a tamily,  who  took, 
their  name  from  it,  and  for  many  defccnts  before  they 
parted  with  the  poflTeflion  of  it,  were  efteemed  in  the 
rank  of  gentlemen,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent ^ a 
[word  in  bend  dexter  fable ^ the  point  upwards.  Henry 
Ellam  died  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church,  as  does  his  wife  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Roger  Apylton.  He  was  one  of  the 
king’s  auditors,  as  was  alfo  John  Ellam,  who  was  bu- 
ried here  likewife  j whofe  infcriptions  were  deftroyed 
by  a fire  which  Happened  to  this  church.  The  laft  of 
this  name,  who  was  poflefled  of  this  place,  was  John 
Ellam,  who,  in  the  i6th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  alie- 
nated it  .to  Henry  Harman,  then  clerk  of  the  crown, 
and  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent^  a chevron  betiveen  three 
fcalps  fablei  He  likewife  purchafed  an  eftate  called 
May-ftreet  here,  of  Cowley  and  Bulbeck,  of  Bulbeck- 
ftreet  in  this  parifh,  in  the  20th  year  of  Edward  IV. 
from  whom  it  defcended  to  his  grandfon,  Thomas  Har-  ' 
man,  efq.  who  among  others,  procured  his  lands  in  this 
county  to  be  dilgavelled,  by  the  a6t  of  the  2d  and  3d 
of  king  Edward  VI. 

He  married  Millicent,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Ni^ 
cholas  Leigh,  efq.  of  Addington,  in  Surry. 


* Philipott,  p.  108. 
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His  defcendant,  William  Harman,  efq.  fold  both 
thefe  places,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  Robert 
Draper,  efq.  from  whom  they  defcended  to  colonel 
Crefheld  Draper,  his  grandfon,  on  whofe  deceafe,  about 
the  year  1694,  thefe,  with  Newbery,  Hoobery,  the; 
manfion  of  May-place,  and  his  other  eftates  in  this  pa^ 
rifli,  were  fold  by  his  heirs  to  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel, 
whofe  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir,  Elizabeth,  then  the 
widow  of  Robert,  lord  Romney,  on  the  death  of  Sir 
Cloudefly  and  his  widow,  became  pofTefTed  of  an  un- 
divided moiety  of  both  Elham  and  May-ftreet.  She 
married  zdly,  John  lord  Carmichael;  loon  after  which, 
on  the  divifion  of  their  father’s  inheritance,  thefe  eftates, 
by  the  allotment  then  made,  became  the  foie  property 
of  John,  lord  Carmichael,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

In  1737  lord  Carmichael  fucceeded  his  father  as  earl 
of  Hindford  ; foon  after  which  he,  with  the  countefs 
his  wife,  joined  in  the  fale  of  both  of  them  to  Natha- 
niel Elwick,  efq  Since  which  this  manor  has  de- 
fcended in  like  manner  as  May-place,  Newbery,  and 
his  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  to  Miles  Barne,  efq.  of 
Sotterly,  in  Suffolk,  as  has  been  already  fully  mentioned 
before,  and  he  is  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  them. 

There  was  a family  of  the  name  of  Marler,  who 
were  poffefted  of  a houfe  and  lands  in  this  parifh,  on 
which  they  refided  for  feveral  generations,  with  the 
rank  of  gentlemen,  as  appears  by  the  heraldic  vifi- 
tation  of  this  county,  where  their  arms  are  defcribed 
to  have  been.  Argent  a chevron  purpure  in  the  dexter 
chiefs  an  efcallop.'"  Antliony  Marler,  gent,  was  of 
Crayford  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign, 
as  was  his  eldeft  fon  George,  who  dying  f p.  was  fiic- 
ceeded  in  the  eftate  he  poffeffed  in  this  parifh,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  by  his  kinfman,  Robert 
Marler,'  who  was  living  here  in  the  year  1633,  as  ap- 
pears by  an  entry  in  the  books  of  the  commifhoners  of 

“ Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  ped.  Marler.  ' Books  of  Com.  of  Sewers. 

fewers ; 
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fewersi  wherein  mention  is  made,  that  there  beincr  a 
watercourfe  through  Mrs.  Picke’s  yard,  into  the  lands 
and  houfes  of  Mr.  George  Marler  and  Edward  Gold- 
fmith,  for  their  relpedive  benefits  ; the  commifTioners, 
by  their  order  that  year,  allowed  them  two  catflieads 
on  a piece  of  four  inches  each,  and  four  augures  of  one 
inch  each  on  a piece,  to  be  fet  up  by  them  for  that 

purpofe,  who  fold  them  in  the  year  1636  to  Edmund 
Cotton. 

CHARITIES. 

John  Marsha  tL,  owner  of  a tenement  and  13  acres  of  mar fh 
^ound  in  this  parifh,  built  an  ifle  adjoining  to  the  church  of 
Crayford,  and  afterwards  by  his  will  devifed  6s.  8d.  part  of  the 
^nt,  for  the  repair  of  it,"’  and  los.  yearly  to  the  poor  to  bediftri- 
buted  in  bread  and  cheefe,  and  the  remainder  for  an  obit  for  ever 
m the  church  ; other  lands  in  this  parifli  were  likewife  o-iven  by 
divers  perfons  for  obits,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  it.  But 
mofl  probably  thefe  donations  were  feized  on  by  the  kino-’s  com- 
miffioners  in  king  Henry  Vlllth  or  king  Edward  the  Vlth’s 
reigns,  as  having  been  given  to  fuperftitious  ufes,  and  theparifh 
by  that  means  has  been  deprived  of  any  benefit  from  them. 

Mary,  wife  of  William^  Draper,  efq.  of  Crayford,  who 
died  in  1652,  and  was  buried  in  this  church,  left  by  will  lool.  to 
the  poor  of  this  parifh. 

Crayford  Is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter;  it  is  a peculiar 
of  the  archbilhop,  and  as  fuch  is  within  the  deanry  of 
Shoreham.  The  church  ftands  at  a fmall  diftancc 
north-weftward  from  the  village,  and  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Paulinus.  It  is  a handfome  building,  confiding  of  two 
ifles  and  a chancel,  with  a fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end, 
in  which  are  five  bells.  The  altar  piece  in  it  was  given 
by  Sir  Cloudefly  Shovel. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church  arc 
me  followmg  '-—At  the  weji  end,  are  feveral  memorials  of  the 
Cooks  of  Redriff,  and  of  the  Brownes.  In  the  north  IJle,  an  ele- 
gant mural  monument  for  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Miles  Barne, 
eiq.  or  SotterIey,in  Suffolk,  and  only  child  of  Nathaniel  Elwick, 


Memd.  in  Augtn.  off. 


efq. 
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efq.  of  May-place,  who  died  in  i 750,  and  is  interred  within  tlie 
fame  vault;  the  died  in  1747,  xt.  24.  Beneath  are  thefe  arms, 
two  coats  quarterly,  ift  and  4th,  Barne  az\ire,  3 leopards  heads 
argent,  a cretcent  for  difference  ; fccond  and  third,  argent,  a 
chevron  azure  between  3 ravens  proper  membered  gules,  impaling 
Elwick  argent  on  a chevron,  3 fleurs  de  lis,  or.  In  the  great 
chancel,  on  the  north  fide,  a memorial  for  Gilbert  Crokatt,  M.  A. 
minifter  of  this  parifii  19  vears,  obt.  April  16,  1711,  and  for 
William  Fownes  Crokatt,  efq.  his  eldeft  fon,  obt.  1727.  Ano- 
ther for  Robert  Newman,  rector  of  this  parifii,  he  died  Dec.  9, 
1626.  On  the  fouth  fide,  witliin  the  rails,  a grave-ftone  and 
memorial  for  Madam  Short,  wife  of  Col.  James  Short,  of  this 
parifli,  obt.  1750,  and  for  Col.  James  Short,  obt.  1752.  On  the 
north  fide  a mural  monument  for  Robert  Gardener,  A.  M.  de- 
feended  from  Lancalbire,  redtor  of  Ridley,  in  this  county,  obt. 
Aug.  8,  1688,  aet.  40  ; on  the  fame  fide  is  an  antient  mural  mo- 
nument of  alabafter,  with  the  effigies  of  a woman  kncelijig  at  a 
delk,  with  a book  open  before  her,  and  infeription  for  Mrs. 
Blanche  Marler,  defeended  from  the  antient  family  of  Bury,  and 
married  firfl  to  John  Abell,  and  afterwards  to  George  Alarler, 
In  the  north  chaiicel,  inclofed  within  iron  railing,  is  a tine  mural 
monument,  oti  which  lie  at  full  length  the  figures  of  a man  and 
woman  in  the  drefs  of  the  time,  at  his  head  is  his  fon  kneeling, 
and  at  his  feet  his  daughter ; beneath  an  infant  in  a winding  flieet, 
relling  on  a pillow ; above,  on  two  tablets,  an  infeription  for 
William  Draper,  eiq.  of  Crayford,  obt.  1650,  and  of  Mary,  his 
wife,  4th  and  youngeft  daughter  of  Richard  Creflield,  ferjeanc  at 
law,  andjulfice  of  the  common  pleas;  file  had  an  only  fon, 
Crefheld,  and  two  daughters,  Mary  and  another  ftill  born ; file 
died  in  1652,  having  bequeathed  50I.  to  the  poor  of  Erith,  and 
look  to  the  poor  of  this  parifii.  Over  the  firft  tablet.  Draper  ar- 
gent on  a fefs  gules,  3 covered  cups,  or,  between  3 ammulets  of 
the  2d,  a file  of  3 lambeaux  argent  tor  a difference.  Over  the  fe- 
cond  tablet,  azure,  3 bezants,  each  charged  with  3fqiiirrsls,  feiant  • 
gules.  On  the  top  of  the  monument  a fiiield,  with  the  arms  of 
Drapei,  and  9 other  quarterings.  In  the  fouth  chancel,  ahandfome 
monument,  being  an  obelilk  of  black  marble  under  a canopy  of 
white,  and  infeription  for  dame  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Sir  Clou- 
defiey  Shovel,  rear-admiral  of  England,  &c.  At  the  top  are  thefe 
arms  m lozenge,  two  coats  per  fefs,  ift  azure  a chief , ermine,  the 
other  gules  a chevron  ermine,  2 crefeents  in  chief  argent,  and  a 
fleur  de  lis,  or,  in  bafe  impaling  gules,  a chevron  ermine  between 
3 garbs,  or;  ahandfome  mural  monument  adjoining  to  the  above 
for  Robert  Manfel,  eldeft  fon  and  heir  of  Thomas,  lord  Manfel* 
Me  married  Anne,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Clou- 
defiev  Shovel,  by  whom  he  left  furviving  Thomas,  lord  Manfel, 
and  died  m 1723;  on  the  top  of  the  monument  are  thefe  arms 
two  coats  quarterly,  ift  and  4th,  Manfel  argent,  a chevron  fable 

between 
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between  3 maunches  of  the  ad;  ad  and  3d  argent,  an  eagle  dif-> 
played  fable,  over  it  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence,  gules,  a chevron 
ermine,  2 crefcents  in  chief  argent,  and  one  fleur  de  lis  in  bafe. 
Jn  a window  next  the  pulpit  on  the  north  fide,  is  ftained  in  the 
glals,  Abraham  offering  up  Ifaac,  and  above  thefe  arms,  <Tules 
on  a chevron,  or  a crefcent  of  the  ift  between  3 hawks  proper 
jelfed  and  belted,  on  a chief,  ora  lion  paffant  gules.” 

In  this  church  lie  buried  likewife  feveral  of  the  Abels,  Gold- 
Imnhs,  Ellams,  Harmans,  and  Drapers,  The  Appletons,  Fix’s, 
and  others  of  note  in  this  parifh,  whofe  monuments  and  memo- 
iials  have  been  deftroyed  by  a fire  which  burnt  down  a part  of 
the  fabric. 

This  advowlbn  ofEarde,  alias  Crayford,  leems  to 
have  followed  the  lame  tra6l  of  ownerlliip,  as  the  ma- 
nor ofEarde,  alias  Newbery,  did,  till  William  Gorfyn, 
efq.  in  the  35th  of  king  Henry  VIII.  conveyed  in  ex- 
change, the  above  manor  and  the  advbwfon  of  this  pa- 
rilh  church,  to  that  king,  excepting  out  of  the  grant  the 
next  avoydance  of  the  church. 

_ Queen  Elizabeth,  in  recompence  to  Matthew,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  by  letters  patent,  in  her  3d  year, 
granted  to  him  certain  reftories  and  parfonages  impro- 
priate, &:c.  and  having  taken  into  her  hands  feveral 
manors,  lands,  &c.  in  lieu  of  them,  Ihe  certified  it  to 
her  treafurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer  two  days  af- 
ter, and  that  (he  had  united  and  annexed  them  to  the 
crown,  that  they  Ihould  be  within  the  order  of  the 
exchequer  as  the  reft  of  her  lands  were.  In  the  lift  of 
thofe  which  were  granted  in  recompence  to  the  archbi- 
Ihop  is  the  patronage  of  Earde,  alias  Crayford ; but  in 
the  letters  patent  the  value  of  it  is  not  exprefled. 
However,  in  a roll  remaining  in  the  queen’s  office  it  is 
fet  down  of  the  value  of  32I.  2s.  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  in  lieu  of  the  parfonage  of  Penfhurft.“ 

This  exchange  was  a bargain  exceedingly  prejudicial 
to  the  archbilhop,  who  was  forced  to  give  up  to  the 
queen  feveral  manors  and  lands,  to  receive  in  lieu  of 

" Fol.  Chrift  Church,  MSS.  ” See  the  monuments  and  in- 
feriptions  at  large  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  996. 

them 
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them  rents  of  aflize  and  fuch  like  pecuniary  munera- 
tions,  and  the  tenths  of  the  archbilhopric,  of  the  ca- 
thedral church,  and  of  the  diocefe,  which  were  by  no 
means  improveable,  chargeable  to  colled,  and  often  but 
badly  paid. 

When  the  patronage  of  this  church  was  afterwards 
alienated  from  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  I do  not  find  but 
in  the  next  reign,  it  was  become  vefted  in  the  family  of 
Fane,  from  whence  it  went  to  Sir  Henry  Fermor,  cre- 
ated a baronet  May  4,  1725.  He  died  without  lawful 
iflue  atSevenokes  in  1734,  after  which  this  advowfon 
became  vefted  in  the  truftees  of  his  will,  in  purfuance 
of  which  it  came  at  length  to  John  Fermor,  efq.  who 
fold  it  not  long  fince  to  Francis  Motley  Auften,  efq.  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  Edward  1.  the  church  of  Earde, 
alias  Crayford,  was  valued  at  forty  marcs.’’  It  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  35I.  13s.  qd.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  3I.  i is.  qd.'i 

By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  enquiry  in  1650,  it  was 
returned,  that  Crayford  was  a parfonage,  which  was 
prefentative  with  cure  of  fouls,  and  was  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  per  annum,  whereof  the  glebe 
land  was  worth  thirty  pounds  per  annum,  David  Clafton 
then  incumbent,  being  put  in  by  the  parliament.' 

The  cuftom  of  paying  tythes  in  the  marfh  land  is, 
when  fed ; by  the  head  of  ftock  fed  on  it  j but  if  mowed ; 
by  payment  of  the  tenth  cock  of  hay.  The  glebe  land 
contains  about  thirty  acres  of  upland,  and  the  like  quan- 
tity of  pafture  land. 

The  parfonage  houfe  is  a handfome  houfe,  with  pro- 
per conveniences  of  ftabling,  coach-houfe  and  other 
offices  round  it ; it  is  pleafandy  fituated  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  north  weftward  from  the  church. 

p Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  4!;6.  Eft.  Thef.  p.  3S6. 

'Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-libr.  vol. xix. 
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PATRONS, 

Ot  by  iv/iom  Jirefented. 


» He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
t Pari.  Surveys,  Lanibeth-libr.  vol. 

xix. 

“ He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 


RECTORS. 

Robert  Nezvma?!,  obt.  Dec  o 

1626.’  ■ 

Thomas  Thoroivgood, 

David  Clajion,  in  1650.^ 

Gilbert  Crockatt,  A.  M.  1691, 
obt.  April  16,  1711.“ 
Richard  Collins^  A.  B.  1723, 
obt.  Dec.  1737.  ” * 

Philip  T’lvyfden,  prefented  Dec. 

1737,  refigned  1747.^ 

John  FerTnor,  religned  1758. 
Philip  Walter^  1 758,  the  prefent 
redlor. 


He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Burham. 

* Third  fon  of  Sir  William  Twyf- 
den,  of  Eaft  Peckham.  In  1747  he 
was  made  bilhop  of  Raphoe  in  Ireland. 
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DARTFORD  and  WILMINGTON 


Lies 


the  next  eaftward  from  that  of  Little  and 
Lelnes.  This  hundred  was  not  in  being  at  the  time  of 
the  conqueft,  but  has  been  created  long  fince. 


IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 

I.  Dartford,  (I  3.  Wilmington. 

Both  which  pariflies,  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  are  defcribeci  as 
lying  within  the  adjoining  hundred  of  Axtane. 

— iW**©****— 

DARTFORD 

LIES  the  next  parifh  eaftward  from  Crayford,  on 
the  high  road  from  London  to  Dover,  about  fifteen 
miles  from  the  former.  It  was  called  in  Saxon  De~ 
renlfordy  in  Latin  Detenti  F adum^  fignifying  the  forde 
or  pqjU'age  over  the  river  Derent.''  In  Domefday  it  is 
written  Tarcntefort, 

'>  Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  4S9. 

This 
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CANAL, 


KENT  AND  ESSEX  FERRY. 


CAPITAL  ^’65,(00. 

In  2600  Shares  of  £25  eacL—L'eposit  £2  per  Share. 

PROVISIONAL  COMMITTEE. 


Sir  (Jharles  Morgan,  Bart., 
Henry  Berens,  Esq.,  Sidcup.  ' 

Richard  Berens,  Esq.,  Sidcup, 

Mumford  Campbell,  Esq.,  Suttjin  Place 
Richard  Leigh,  Esq.,  Hawley  House. 

James  Chapman,  Esq.,  Pauls  Cray  Hill. 

Charles  Hussey  Fleet,  Esq.,  Ijartford. 

William  Fleet,  Esq.,  Hawley. 


Henri 


Lodge. 
Mr.  Ci 


of  Tredegar. 

John  Tasker,  Esq,,  Hartford. 

William  Tasker,  Esq.,  Hartford. 

Chapman,  Esq.,  Harenth  Court 


ARLES  SwAisLAND,  Crayford. 
Mr.  Edward  Stoneham,  Crayford. 
Mr.  Joseph  Jardine,  Hartford. 


Mtith  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

bankers. 


Sir  James  Esdaile  & Co. 
Messrs.  Scott,  F ayward  & Co 


London. 

Hartford. 


SOLICITOR.  '' 

John  Hayward,  Esq.,  Hartford,  and  13,  Gray’s-Inn  Square,  London. 

ENGINEER. 

William  Tierney  Clark,  Esq. 


Joseph  Clintoi 


SECRETARY. 

Robertson,  Esq.,  18,  Austin  Friars,  London. 


The  object  of  the  proposed  undertaking  will  be  sufficiently 
which  were  adopted,  with  scarcely  a dissentient  voice,  by 
of  the  town  of  Hartford  and  its  vicinity,  held  in  the  Town  i 
6th  November  : — 


iipparent  from  the  following  Resolutions, 
numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
all,  pursuant  to  public  notice,  on  the 


1st,  “ That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  local  situatio  i 
to  its  communication  with  the  River  Thames,  and  the  meaji: 
water  with  London  and  the  outports,  offers  opportunities  of 
the  town  of  Hartford,  and  to  the  trading  and  agricultural  in 


of  the  town  of  Hartford,  with  reference 
s thereby  afforded  of  an  intercourse  by 
great  accommodation  and  advantage  to 
crests  connected  with  it.” 


2dly.  “ That  these  means  of  communication  are  at  present 
Hartford  Creek,  which  is,  in  many  important  respects,  highly 
only  a very  small  part  of  the  accommodation  of  which  the 
of  all  experienced  and  practical  men  who  have  turned 
made  susceptible.” 


confined  to  the  navigation  afforded  by 
inconvenient  and  insufficient,  and  affords 
ocal  situation,  according  to  the  opinion 
their  attention  to  the  subject,  might  be 


2 


3dlv.  “That  it  is  highly  expedient,  with  a view  to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of  the  town  of 
Dartford  and  its  immediate  neighbourhood,  that  the  communication  with  the  Tliamcs  should  be 
made  as  perfect  and  convenient  as  circumstances  will  permit.” 

4thly.  “ That  the  surveys  and  estimates  which  have  already  been  prepared  by  William  Tierney 
Clark,  Esq.,  engineer,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Hall  of  Partford,  must  prove  of  the  greatest 
advantage  towards  the  promotion  of  the  above  object;  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  ascertain, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  whether  the  proposed  line!  of  canal  offers  the  best  line  for 
the  object  in  view.” 

5thly.  “ That  for  this  purpose,  it  is  desirable  that  some  eminent  civil  engineer  should  confer  with  Mr. 
Clark,  and  that  a Provisional  Committee  be  appointed  by  this  meeting,  who  should  state  their 
opinion  on  the  whole  subject  in  a lieport,  to  be  submitted  to  a general  meeting  of  the  persons  inte- 
rested, to  be  called  for  that  purpose^” 

Agreeably  to  these  Resolutions,  Mr.  Myine,  the  engineer  of  the  Njew  River  Company  was  called  in  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Clark,  and  those  gentlemen,  after  renewed  surveys  and  conferences  with  persons  well 
acquainted  with  the  locality  and  experienced  in  the  navigation  of  Ihe  Thames,  agreed  in  a Report,  of 
which  the  substance  is  as  follows: — 


I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  about  a midway  point  east  of  the  Long  Reach  T.avcrn,  and  the  first 
stile  on  the  saltings,  is  the  best  point  for  the  entrance  of  the  proposed;  Canal ; the  water  at  that  point  being 
deep  and  quiet,  with  good  anchorage  ground,  well  sheltered  by  the  high  ground  at  Purfleet. 

Presuming,  from  the  evidence  already  obtained,  that  the  onlranca  be  fi.xed  upon  at  the  point  before 
described,  to  form  anavigable  Canal  to  terminate  at  a basin  on  the  nqrth  side  of  the  town  of  Dartford,  with 
a suitable  river  lock  at  the  entrance,  for  the  admission  of  passage  steaili-boats  and  merchantmen,  and  other 
vessels,  from  300  to  400  tons,  up  to  the  basin,  the  dimensions  of  the  Canal  should  be  as  follows: — The 
width  97  feet  6 inches,  when  the  water  in  the  Canal  is  on  a level  wdh  the  cill  of  the  Phoenix  Flour  fdill, 
that  is,  12  feet  above  low  water  spring  tides.  The  width  of  the  Canal  on  the  average  level  of  Ihe  mar.h 
will  be  about  1 10  feet,  with  a towing  path  on  each  side,  10  feet  wide,  and  on  the  top  of  the  spoil  banks, 
on  each  side,  an  accommodation  road  15  feet  wide.  The  depth  of  he  w.ater  in  the  Canal  will  be  at  all 
times  about  12  feet ; and  this  head  of  water  can  be  kept  up,  by  turniqg  Ihe  course  of  the  waters  of  the  rivers 
Darcnth  and  Cray  into  the  Canal,  wHitont  injury  to  the  mill  property  on  either  stream,  as  the  weirs  and 
gates  will  be  so  arranged,  that  the  watt  r can  never  be  penned  up  above  the  level  of  the  cill  of  the  Phoenix 
Mill,  which  is  twelve  feet  one  inch  abovl ; the  level  of  low  water  (spring  tides,  as  before  stated) ; it  would  be 
necessary  to  excavate  at  the  depth  of  low  water,  spring  tides,  for  |the  Canal  and  Basin;  and  from  the 
nature  of  the  material  in  which  the  Cam  1 and  other  works  will  be  formed,  (Ihe  depth  of  the  cutting  being 
about  15  feet  below  the  level  of  the  m irsh,)  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  assign  to  the  internal  slopes  of 
that  part  of  the  Canal,  formed  within  the  sea  wall,  an  inclination  of  less  than  three  feel  horizontal  to  one  foot 
perpendicular,  and  to  that  portion  of  the  excavation  between  the  sea  wall  and  the  river  not  less  than  five 
feet  horizontal  to  one  foot  perpendicula -,  unless  the  soil  should  prove  to  be  much  stronger  than  is  usually 
found  in  marshes  and  saltings  similarly  situated. 

On  the  above  grounds,  and  for  the  reasons  which  I have'  stated  in  my  further  Report,  I beg  leave  to 
offer  my  decided  opinion,  that  the  line  of  Canal  thus  proposed,  is  the  best  that  can  be  suggested  for  the 
object  intended,  and  that  it  affords  a , prospect  of  easy  execution  and  of  great  ultimate  advantage.  In 
this  opinion  I have  the  unqualified  concirrence  of  William  Chadwell  Myine,  Esq.  the  civil  engineer,  who 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Provisional  Committee  to  confer  with  me  jon  this  occasion. 

/ W.  T.  CLARK. 


This  Report  with  several  details  of  ^formation  on  which  it  w 
the  eonsideration  of  the  Provisional  Cofflmittee,  was  so  far  approveji 
themselves  to  adopt  the  plan  as  proposed  in  every  part, — they  unanin  i 


Resolved: — That  the  Report  of  Messrs.  Myine  and  Clark  shola! 
proposed  works:  and  that  thef  (the  Committee)  shoulc 
General  Meeting  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  the  immi 
taking  upon  that  basis.  || 

The  Report  and  recommendation  of  thi  Provisional  Committee  havihj 
adjourned  public  meeting  held  at  the  Tojni  Hall,  Dartford,  on  Thursii 
few  dissentient  voices,  T 

Resoived  :— That  the  Report  of  the  Provisional  Committee  be 
diately  taken  for  carrying  the  same  into  effeet. 

I 


founded,  having  been  submitted  to 
of  by  them,  that  without  pledging 
ously. 


Id  be  received  as  the  basis  of  the 
accordingly  recommend  to  the 
ediate  commencement  of  the  under- 


g been  accordingly  submitted  to  an 
lay  the  19th  November,  it  was  with 


approved,  and  that  steps  be  imme- 
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From  the  annexed  plan  will  be  seen  the  present  course  of  the  Creek,  and  the  cut  or  navigation  which 


it  is  proposed  to  substitute  for  it.  It  will  thereby  appear,  that. 


although  the  town  of  Dartford,  is,  in  a 


straight  line,  considerably  less  than  two  miles  from  the  Thames,  lit  Long  Reach,  the  line  of  Creek,  from 
the  sinuosity  of  its  course,  is  more  than  double  that  distance,  or  about  four  miles.  This  increase  of  dis- 
tance, however,  is  not  the  greatest  evil  belonging  to  its  present  sta  e ; if  the  means  of  navigation  which 
it  afforded  were  in  other  respects  reasonably  convenient,  its  len|:th,  though  unnecessary,  might  as  in 
other  cases  be  submitted  to  ; but  this  ij  so  far  from  being  the  fai  t,  that  the  facilities  of  water  carriao-e 
have  hitherto  been  so  limited  in  degree]  that  a navigation,  in  the  more  general  acceptation  of  the  term, 
can  hardly  be  said  to  exist.  The  Creek  is  at  present  ra  erely  navi  gable  by  the  effect  of  the  tide,  that  is, 
during  a short  period  previously  and  subsequently  to  high  water,  wlien  it  admits  of  small  craft  and  baro’es 
(purposely  constructed  to  ply  on  it)  to  be  navigated  as  far  as  the  wharfs  near  the  town.  At  spring 
tides,  vessels  of  rather  a larger  description  can  make  a passage,  bu  ; this  is  always  subject  to  great  uncer- 
tainty, from  the  shifting  of  the  mud,  anijl  unexpected  shoals,  so  fha  vessels  of  ordinary  freights  have  fix- 
quentlybeen  detained  a fortnight,  and  jeven  empty  barges  are  often  kept  a whole  tide,  before  they  can 
be  floated.  I 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  Inconveniences  which  must  necessarily  result  from  such  a state  of 
things  to  a place  of  growing  importance  like  Dartford,  which  all eady  possesses  very  important  establish- 
ments connected  with  the  town,  such  as  gunpowder,  paper,  corn  and  oil  mills,  also  a steam  engine  manufac- 
tory, rolling  mills  for  zinc,  &c.  and  whfch,there  can  be  little  doult.will  be  improved  and  extended,  and 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  other  manufactories,  if  sufficient  acco  nmodation  for  the  transport  of  heavy 
goods,  can  be  acquired  by  means  of  an  improved  navigation. 

It  is  sufficiently  obvious,  also,  that  the  above  inconvenience  iiust  be  peculiarly  felt  with  respect  to 
coals,  and  other  articles  of  general  consumption,  for  the  supply  of  which,  it  has  been  usual  to  rely  upon 
water  carriage. 

The  only  accessible  landing  places  for  these  and  similar  article;,  are  confined  to  a very  limited  space 
occupied  as  wharfs,  on  the  bank  of  the  River  Darenth,  at  its  entra  ice  into  the  Creek,  such  wharfs,  being 
wholly  private  property;  and  the  use  of  them,  being  entirely  ■ ■■  . . . . _ 

their  lessees. 


nder  the  control  of  tiie  Proprietors  or 


The  improvement  about  to  be  accomplished  is  so  apparent,  and  the  means  of  execution  accordino-  to 
the  best  authorities,  are  so  comparatively  easy,  that  it  is  generally  a matter  of  surprise  that  it  should 
not  have  been  sooner  undertaken.  It  raay  be  added,  however,  that  there  are  at  the  present  period  motives 
for  the  undertaking  which  have  not  previously  existed ; the  improi  oments  in  the  means  of  transport  both  by 
land  and  water,  which  are  projected  or  in  progress,  in  tlje  imm^<  jute  vicinity  of  Dartford,  are  suchj.that 
if  that  town  shall  fail  to  keep  pace  with  those  arouml'it,  by  miJking  the  most  of  its  local  situation,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected,  that  it  should  maintt  in  even  its  present  rank  with  regard  to  trade. 

As  a remedy  for  the  inconvenience:  above  referred  to,  and  aijthe  same  time  as  a means  of  affbrdino- 
great  increased  facility  of  trade  and  iccommodation  to  the  townlof  Dartford,  and  to  the  populous  and 
productive  country  by  which  it  is  sunmnded,  it  is  proposed  to  form  a Canal  according  to  the  plan  of 
which  an  outline  is  given  in  the  engin  ler’s  Report  before  extracted,  with  power  to  form  such  additional 
cuts  or  communications  from  the  main  I ranch  as  may  be  found  de|rable,  and  especially  a Cut  to  a point 
in  tlie  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  oi  Crayford  and  of  the  greatlDovor  Road. 

It  will  also  form  a part  of  the  plani  to  establish  a regular  and  properly  appointed  ferry  and  landing 
place,  across  the  Thames  from  Purfleet,  immediately  adjoining  thij  entrance  of  the  Canal;  affordino-  the 
accommodation,  which  has  been  so  Ion:  f required,  of  a direct  coiilttnunication  between  Dartford  and  the 
interior  of  Kent,  with  Essex  and  the  sdjoining  counties,  as  wel!  i|^  with  the  north  side  of  London;  an 
improvement  which  becomes  of  the  grexter  importance  in  conseqiifjbce  of  the  projected  Railway  to  Black- 
wall,  and  its  continuation  to  the  immed  ate  vicinity  of  Purfleet.  j 

In  calculating  the  sum  required  ftr  the  completion  of  the  ujidertaking,  it  has  been  studiously  en- 
deavoured to  carry  the  estimate  to  si  cli  an  extent  as  would  am^Iy  cover  every  expense  required  for 
carrying  the  works  into  effect  in  the  in  )st  complete  and  substanliitl  manner ; comprising  the  Ship  Cana! 
with  entrance  lock  and  basin,  and  al]  the  wharfs,  docks,  bridge^;  weirs,  &c.  including  compensation  to 
proprietors  and  all  other  incidental  ch  irges  ;— and  with  this  view  it  has  been  considered,  after  the  fullest 
inquiry  (the  details  of  which  have  beenc  irefully  examined,)  that  the  ^um  of  £65,000  will  be  amply  sufficient. 

This  sum  it  will  be  observed,  is  aboit  double  the  amount  of  the  Estimate  which  was  obtained  by  tlie 
parties  who  first  set  on  foot  the  inquirie;  preliminary  to  this  undertiiking,  and  there  is  no  reason  lo  doubt, 
that  the  plan  as  originally  proposed,  mi  jht  have  been  carried  into  effect  according  to  that  Estimate,  this 
plan  however  was  limited  to  a straiglit  Canal  from  the  Thames  with  a Basin  and  wharfs  at  Dartford,  and 
did  not  extend  to  the  Dock  or  basin  it  the  entrance  from  the  Thames  and  other  works  connected  with  it, 
nor  to  the  Branch  Cut  to  the  town  o;  Crayford,  both  of  whicli  objects  have  on  further  consideration 
been  deemed  of  the  highest  importance  with  a view  to  the  general  benefit  which  may  be  expected  from  the 
undertaking.  It  has  accordingly  been  proposed  to  raise  in  the  first  instance,  the  sum  necessarv  for  the 
extended  plan  namely  £65,000. 

From  the  disposition  whicli  has  been  found  to  prevail  amongst  those,  who  are  friendly  to  the  project 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  mi  re  object  of  effecting  a great  public  improvement,  the  benefits 
of  which  must  be  individually  felt  by  ill  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  Dartford  and  its  neighbour- 
hood would  go  far  towards  producing  tie  means  necessary  for  carrying  that  improvement  into  effect;  but, 
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but  it  may  be  added  that  the  undertaking  offers  a promise  of  l higlily  beneficial  return  to  the  Sub 
cribers,  on  grounds  as  certain  and  permanent,  as  can  be  propo3i:d  in  any  similar  project. 

Even,  if  the  proposed  work  be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  ei  it irely  new  line  of  communication,  it  may 
be  confidently  stated  in  this  view,  when  attention  is  directed  on  the  one  hand,  to  the  shortness  of  the 
line  of  canal,  and  the  comparative  facilities  offered  for  its  format  on;  and,  on  the  other,  to  the  immense 
opportunities  of  intercourse,  it  opens  both  for  traffic  and  passt  ngers, — the  prospect  of  a high  return 
of  interest  is  rendered  almost  certain : but,  at  all  events,  the  und  ertaking  has  the  advantages  which  are 
admitted  to  belong  to  communications  by  Canal,  as  compared  w th  the  more  prevalent  speculations  of 
communications  by  Itailroads. 

As  a foundation  however  for  a calculation  in  figures,  it  may  be  as  well  to  advert  to  the  amount  of  ton. 
nage  which  passes  on  the  present  Creek,  under  all  the  circumstance ; of  delay  and  inconvenience  which  have 
been  already  adverted  to.  This  amount  has  been  computed  by  pe:  sons  conversant  with  the  subject,  at  an 
average  of  55,000  Tons  annually  ; it  can^  hardly  admit  of  a doubt,  that,  when  the  means  of  communication 
shall  have  become  constant,  instead  of  merely  occasional;  andshal  offer  every  facility  of  being  perform- 
ed in  the  shortest  possible  time,  this  amount  of  tonnage  will  bl  increased  to  a degree,  which  taking 
the  charge  for  tonnage  at  the  very  lo\y  average  of  Td.per  ton  f>r  all  kind  of  commodities,  would  pro- 
duce a return  on  the  capital  to  be  expended  from  Tonnage  alm'.e  of  at  least  5 ^ cent. 

In  addition  however  to  the  returns  to-  be  derived  from  tonnagej  it  is  obvious,  that  there  will  be  many 
other  means  for  procuring  profit  to  the  subscribers  to  this  uni  ertaking,  viz:  from  steam  and  other 
passage  vessels,  dues  from  the  ferry,  wharf  and  dock  dues,  r«nt  of  surplus  ground  and  water  power 
and  from  other  sources  which,  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  in  de  ail. 

The  Surveys  and  Sections  of  the  line  have  been  lodged  wit  i the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  of  Kent  and 
Essex,  and  every  other  necessary  preparation  made  for  applying  during  the  next  Session  for  the  necessary 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Canal  will  be  cumpleted  in  eighteen  months  from  the 
eommencement  of  the  excavations.  i 


Applications  for  shares  to  be  made  (if  by  letter,  post  paid)  to 
the  Company. 


the  Secretary,  Solicitor,  or  Bankers  of 
[Jlartford,  December  the  31st,  1835. 
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dartford.  2S7 

rnis  PARISH  takes  within  its  bounds  almoft  the 
whole  both  of  Dartford-heath  and  the  Brent.  It  con- 
tains about  43*^®  of  land.  The  tovvn  has  about 
four  hundred  houfes  and  about  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  inhabitants.  The  upland  parts  of  the  parifh 
are  but  thin  and  gravelly,  the  crops  of  which, are 
greatly  Increafed  by  the  culture  of  turnips  ^ the  val- 
lies  are  a fertile  and  rich  loam,  the  northern  part  of 
the  parifli  is  marlh  land,  which  reaches  to  the  Thames, 
containing  about  eight  hundred  acres,  none  of  which 
is  ever  ploughed.  The  town  of  Dartford  is  fituated  in 
a valley,  between  two  hills,  which  rife  fuddenly  and 
fteep  at  each  end  of  it.  On  that  at  the  wefiern  extre- 
mity are  chalk  pics,  which  have  been  worked  under- 
neath to  a confiderable  extent,  and  have  rather  a fearful 
and  dangerous  appearance  to  travellers  ; the  oppofite 
hill  IS  a deep  Tandy  loam.  Dartford  is  at  prefent  a hand- 
fome  and  wealthy  town,ftill  increafinginfize  and  inhabi- 
tants, the  principal  ftreetof  which  is  thegreat  thorouoii- 
fare  from  London  to  Dover,  on  which  there  are  built*fe- 
veral  good  inns.  From  this  ftreet  Touthward  branches 
off  the  high  road  through  Farningham  to  Sevenoke,  in 
which  ftands  Horfeman’s-placc,  now  ufed,  with  the 
gardcns,by  a public  gardener  j northward  from  the  hio-h 
ftreet  is  the  Water-lane  (fo  called  from  the  little  ftream, 
the  Cranford,  which  rifes  about  a mile  and  a half  fouth- 
ward  of  the  town,  at  Hawley,  which  runs  through  it) 
and  leads  to  the  wharfs  at  the  water  fide,  not  far  dif- 
tant  from  which  ftands  the  Place-houfe,  formerly  the 
priory,  with  the  buildings  belonging  to  it,  now  ufed 
as  a farm  houfe  and  offices,  adjoining  to  which  is  a 
piece  of  land,  inclofed  with  a wall,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  priory,  exceeding  rich,  which  has  been  for  rnany 
years  been  made  ufe  of  as  a public  garden  ground. 
The  artichokes  growing  in  it  are  noted  for  being  the 
largeft  and  beft  flavoured  of  any  brought  to  the  Lon- 
don markets,  and  are  called,  for  diftineftion  fake,  the- 
Dartford  artichoke. 


There 


2SS  DARTFORD  AND  WILMINGTON  HUNDRED. 

There  is  a good  market  for  corn  and  provifions  here 
on  a Saturday,  weekly  ; and  a fair  yearly,  on  the  2d 
and  '^d  of  Auguft.  The  old  market  houfe  and  fham- 
bles  {food  very  inconveniently  in  the  middle  of  the 
high  ftreet,  but  they  were  removed  fome  years  ago, 
and  the  prefent -market  place  and  (hambles  were  built 
more  commodioufly  elfewhere,  by  public  fublcrip- 
tion,  to  the  great  embellilhment  of  the  town,  and  the 
fatisfaftion  of  all  travellers ; at  the  fame  time  the  old 
iineafy  pavement  through  the  town  was  removed,  and 
a new  road  of  gravel  made  in  its  room,  with  a hand- 
fome  footway  of  curbed  ftone  on  each  fide  ; near  the 
eaft  end  of  it  {lands  the  church,  almoft  adjoining  to 
the  river  Darent,  which  here  crolfes  the  high  road  un- 
der a handfome  bridge.  In  king  Edward  JII.’s  reign 
there  appears  to  have  been  no  bridge  here,  the  palfage 
or  ferry  over  the  Darent  at  this  place  being  valued 
among  the  rents  of  the  manor ; however,  there  was 
one  built  before  the  end  of  king  Henry  VI.’s  reign, 
but  it  was  one  moft  narrow,  fteep,  and  dangerous  for 
travellers,  which  continued  fo  till  not  many  years 
{ince  it  was  altered  to  its  prefent  more  commodious 
{late,  at  the  public  charge  of  the  county.  A little 
below  this  bridge,  the  Darent  becomes  navigable  for 
barges  ; and  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles,  re- 
ceiving the  Cray  into  its  channel,  at  a like  diftance 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Thames.  On  this  creek  there 
was  formerly  a confiderable  fiftiery,  as  appears  by  the 
records  before  mentioned ; for  fo  late  as  king  James  I.’s 
reign,  the  royal  manor  of  Dartford  received  for  the 
fiftiery  fix  falmons  3^early,  a kind  of  fifli  now  unknown 
here ; and  the  manor  of  Dartford  priory  received  a 
yearly  rent  of  fifty  pounds  for  a fiftiery  likewife  here 
at  the  fame  time;  but  no  fiftiery  at  this  time  exifts, 
nor  has  for  many  years  paft. 

The  trade  and  manufafture  carried  on  by  the  fe- 
veral  mills  on  the  Darent  contribute  much  to  the 
flouriftiing  ftate  this  town  is  in  at  prefent ; for  be- 

fides 


Preparing  for  Publication. 


IN  ONE  VOLUME  8V0 


^nttauatrtan,  ®oj)oacapOtcal  ^ Igtstorical 

MEMORANDA, 


ov 


DARTFORD, 

AND  ITS  ENVIRONS, 

From  the  Records  in  the  Tower,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  the  Ewcheouer 
the  Augmentation  Office,  the  British  Museum,  and 
other  public  and  private  depositaries ; 

COMPRISING  AN  ACCURATE  ACCOUNT  OF 

A«D  P*R,.„LAB,OPm  ..LOSrR.ocs 

PRINCESS  BRIDGETT,  DAUGHTER  OF  EDWARD  IV, 

from  the  Household  Books,  Privy  Purse  Exnenres  nnH  <•  u 

sister,  Elizabeth  of  York,  .the  queen  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  and'various 

inedited  documents,- 

A description  OF 

THE  PARISH  CHURCH, 

®fr«»el®  aelonaing  to  t0e  OWmnt  ScKowination* 

CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS,  DSANUPACTORIES,  &c.  &c. 


BY 


JOHN  DUNKIN, 

the  ^S.A.  Keeper  of  the  Record, 

some  of  the  o,ost  eminent  literaiy  charactis  in  the  United  Kingdom'  ^ 


srs  ^ 


fe:...-  -.tTiSSss- . 


•I 


’<s.% 

r*  <r’ 


> 


♦ “ « 


l£ 

4 


zJ. 

\ ' ■"■' 


^ i € ' 

-1  f . V ^ 


^ ^’•^.T>  ■r^.f‘5^..  III.  .'^* 

^''  ; I' 

^r  jiT*3J^»  r.65in*?<:-  f»*  >« Virit' 


■ '•  ' v.‘-' - tv -5**.  V ' 

'L'S^i  - -aiT-t. , 


Sst 


^ i -Alt  J?*;r'KT4| 


oT*  A ',o*x*  ;• 

,M.  , .ri'i  ■jJ’-akK^  ■►  •■■  V 


% ■>’  •’%Gr 

' •)■*<: VrtA^fit  • ■ ^ »n*;^ nmWrt*.  ' im^hn^^ltr  a V 1 

' -v  ti^i  •■'->»''  ,i!.  I ,r'.»  p M «<.  ,1^- 1 
.»»fi!:^'!  ' i ..'il  ^ i*  ^v  ♦4“*''^*'’^ 


I)  O N A T 1 0 N S 


TO  THE 

PARISH  OF  DARTFORD. 

Mr.  JOHN  LANDALE  having,  at  the  different  periods 
of  his  fuirdling  the  offices  of  Overseer,  Churchwarden,  &c.  and 
of  collecting  the  various  Rates  of  the  Parish,  experienced  much 
unplea.santry  and  vexation  from  many  parties  being  Rate  Payers, 
and  who  were  otherwise  interested  in  the  Parochial  affairs,  occa- 
sioned principally  by  those  persons  being  kept  almost  entirely 
Ignorant  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  various  Donations  and 
Bequests  to  the  Church,  Poor,  Almshouses,  and  Charities,  exist- 
ing in  the  Parish;  and  having  frequent  complaints,  that  the  Pa- 
rishioners were  not  permitted  to  know  how  and  in  what  manner 
the  various  sums  of  money  arising  from  the  Rents,  &c.  attached 
to  tho.se  Benefactions  were  applied;  and  not  perceiving  any 
thing  unfair  or  unreasonable  in  the  request  that  all  Parish  Pro- 
ceedings should  be  made  as  public  as  possible,  found  himself 
called  on  (acting  as  the  Public  Servant  of  the  Parish,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  their  Churchwarden,)  to  pledge  himself  to  lay  before 
his  fellow  Parishioners,  a full  and  fair  Account  and  Exposition 
of  all  matters  connected  therewith. 


These  requests  have  been  recently  renewed,  and  being  now 
called  on  to  fulfil  his  promise,  he  has,  with  considerable  labor 
and  expence,  collected  and  amassed  every  particular  as  to  the 
Donations,  Legacies,  and  Bequests— the  names  of  the  Donors— 
the  Property  charged  with  sums  payable  to  the  Parish— Abstracts 
of  the  whole  of  the  Documents,  including  Wills,  Conveyances, 
Leases,  and  in  fact  a description  of  every  legal  and  other  docu- 
ment connected  with  the  matter  in  question  from  the  year  1284 
flown  to  the  present  day ; including  the  original  description  of 
the  several  Freehold  Estates  left  to  the  Parish,  and  where  the 
same  are  situated — as  also  where  those  are  supposed  to  be  si- 
tuate which  are  lost  to,  or  withheld  from  the  Parish:  together 
with  a vast  quantity  of  information  not  only  necessary  to  be 
generally  known,  but  some  of  which  consists  of  matter  peculiarly 
interesting  from  its  antiquity. 

The  whole  is  formed  from  authentic  and  original  Documents 
now  belonging  to  the  Parish. 

J.  L.  therefore,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  proposes,  as 
the  most  ready  method  of  dilfusing  such  information,  to  publish, 
by  way  of  a pamphlet,  a full,  clear,  and  explicit  account  of  the 
whole  subject,  but  not  having  himself  sufficient  time  to  devote 
to  the  object  in  view,  he  has  taken  upon  himself  to  employ  for 
that  purpose  and  obtain  the  assistance  of  other  persons,  who 
iia\e,  with  considerable  labor,  research,  and  perseverance,  ar- 
ranged and  compiled,  according  to  dates  and  circumstances,  the 
Avhole  of  the  papers,  and  embodied  the  same,  preparatory  to  its 
going  to  press,  which  will  take  place  immediately  a sufficient 
number  of  names  have  Iieen  entered,  as  Subscribers  on  the 


list  now  ready  for  signature,  and  open  for  tliat  purpose  at  Mr. 
Thomas  Warcup’s,  where  all  persons  desirous  of  becoming  Sub- 
scribers are  requested  forthwith  to  call  and  enter  their  names. 

In  order  to  make  the  work  as  complete  and  intelligible  as 
possible,  it  is  intended  to  have  the  Plans  of  the  Parish  Estates, 
now  affixed  in  the  Vestry  Room,  reduced  to  a small  scale,  and 
engraved  Plates  of  the  same  to  accompany  the  book,  exhibiting 
the  situation  of  the  different  Properties — for  what  purpose  given 
— the  quantities  of  Land  they  contain,  as  well  as  the  names  of 
the  present  Tenants,  and  the  Rents  now  payable. 

As  considerable  expence  will  therefore  be  necessarily  incur-, 
red,  the  books  will  L * delivered  (to  Subscribers  only)  at  5s.  each, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  months  from  the  publication,  a Meeting 
of  the  Subscribers  will  be  called,  when  a statement  of  the  cx- 
pences  will  be  laid  before  them,  and  such  balance  as  may  be 
remaining  from  the  sale  of  the  work,  (after  deducting  all  such 
actual  expences,)  will  be  distributed  to  the  poor,  or  in  such 

manner  as  the  majority  of  such  Subscribers  may  then  and  there 
determine. 


DAHTI  OJID,  Norenibcr  r>,  18:28. 
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Pijocs'ix  Oil  Mills,  dartlorilkijs't. 


DARTFORD.  2S9 

Tides  the  powder-mills,  firft  credted  by  Sir  John  Spii- 
man  as  a paper  mill,  as  before  mentioned,  fituated 
a quarter  of  a mile  above  the  town  ; there  is  a paper 
mill  at  a fmall  diftance  below  it,  where  there  was  one 
To  early  as  1590,  ereded  by  one  Geoftry  Box  of  Liege, 
for  the  cutting  of  iron  bars  into  rods,  being  the  firfi; 
luppofed  to  be  ereded  Tor  this  purpofe  in  England, 
and  for  the  more  eafy  converting  of  that  metal  to  dif- 
ferent ufesi  lower  down,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town, 
are  two  corn  mills,  and  farther  below  bridge  the  ruins 
of  the  mill,  employed  as  a cotton  manufadory,  which 
was  burned  down  in  1796,  and  now  lies  in  ruins.  It 
was  before  made  ufe  of  as  a fawing  mill,  and  before 
that  as  a bralel  mill,  for  the  flitting  of  iron  bars  into 
rods,  nails,  &c.  being  firft  ereded  for  that  purpofe  by 
John  Browne,  Toon  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 
Near  this  is  the  public  wharf,  to  which  hoys  and  barges 
come  up  from  the  Thames.  To  this  wharf  is  brought 
the^  pioduce  of  the  woods  in  this  neighbourhood, 
which  are  of  confiderable  extent,  and  the  manufac- 
tures, which  are  here  Ihipped  for  the  London  market, 
as  eye  the  goods  for  the  Tubfiftence  of  the  town  and 
i vicinity  of  it  from  the  metropolis. 

Ill  the  return  of  the  ftirvey,  made  of  the  Teveral 
maritime  places,  in  this  county,  by  order  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  8th  year,  Dartford  is  faid  to  con- 
tain  houfes  inhabited,  182;  perfons  lacking  habita- 
tion, 6;  keys  or  landing  places,  4 ; fliips  and  boats,  7 ; 
three  of  three  tons,  one  of  fix,  two  often,  one  of  fif- 
teen; perfons  for  carriage  from  Dartford  to  London, 
and  fo-back  again,  14;  Sir  Thomas  Walfingham, 
fteward  of  the  town ; Mr.  Afteley,  keeper  of  the  queen’s 
; hoLife;  John  Beer’s;  the  wardens  of  Rochefter-bridge. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  the  archbifhop  of 
! Cologne  was  lent  hither,  with  feveral  noblemen,  by 
I the  emperor  Frederick,  to  demand  Ifiibella,  the  king’s 
filter,  in  marriage,  which  was  folemnifed  by  proxy  in 
this  town,  and  ftie  was  then  delivered  to  them,  to  be 
■VOL.  II,  u carried 
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carried  over.  In-  1331,  king  Edward  III.  at  his  re- 
turn from  France,  held  a famous  tornamcnt  in  this 
town.  In  the  5th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  a great 
commotion  of  the  common  people  begun  at  this  p1*ace, 
occafioned  by  Wat  Tyler’s  having  beat  out  the  brains 
of  one  of  the  colle(5lors  of  the  poll  tax,  on  account  of 
his  infolent  behaviour  to  his  daughter.  The  people, 
who  were  in  general  difcontented,  being  inflamed  by 
this  circumftance,  broke  out  into  open  rebellion,  and 
he  foon  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.^ 

Thus  attended,  he  marched  direclly  to  London, 
freeing,  in  the  mean  time,  the  prifoners  detained  in 
the  public  goals;  among  thefe  was  a prieft,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Maidftone,  one  John  Ball,  vulgarly 
called  John  Straw,  who,  by  his  feditious  fermons,  had 
railed  the  people’s  fury  to  the  utmoft  heighth,  infomuch 
that,  in  conformity  to  his  maxims,  they  refolved  to 
deftroy  all  the  nobility  and  lawyers  in  the  realm,  for 
he  had  perfuaded  them  that  all  men,  being  the  fons  of 
Adam,  there  ought  to  be  no  diftinftion ; and,  con- 
fequently,  it  was  their  duty  to  reduce  the  world  to  a ■, 
perfeft  equality ; in  confequence  of  which  he  preached  J 
to  the  people  on  thefe  rhymes : ■'j 

“ When  Adam  delfe,  and  Eve  fpan,  | 

“ Who  was  then  a gentleman  ?”  j 

The  king,  hearing  they  were  advanced  as  far  as  Black-  | 
heath,  fent  to  know  their  demands,  to  which,  return- J; 
ing  a moft  infolent  anfwer,  they  immediately  marched 
towards  London,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  borough  J ' 
of  Southwark;  and  the  gates  of  London  bridge  being  I j 
thrown  open  to  them  by  the  citizens,  they  entered  the  || 
city,  where  they  committed  every  feene  of  barbarity  J! 
that  could  be  expedted  from  fuch  a body,  guided  ij 
folely  by  their  fury.  They  then  feized  on  the  Tower,|l 
where  they  found  the  archbifliop  and  the  lord  trea-S 

f Lamb.  Di<5l.  p.  94.  Rulliworth,  vol.  viii,  p.  1131.  jl 
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Tke  PARISH  HOUSES,  OVERY  STREET  versus  Tlie  INFANT  SCHOOL, 


REMARKS,  &c., 

ON  A 

“REPORT  OF  A PUBLIC  VESTRY  MEEl’ING  HELD  IN 
THE  VESTRY  ROOM,  AT  THE  CHURCH,  HARTFORD.” 

The  Vestry  alluded  to,  was  “held  on  Thursday,  the  10th 
day  of  September,  1840,”  and  called  “to  take  into  con- 
sideration Air  Story’s  nohle  offer  of  a piece  of  ground  to 
build  theieon  an  Infant  School.  This  cleurhi  expressed 
Notice  u as,  however,  it  will  be  seen,  only  a cloak  used  by 
Mr.'l’asker,  Mr.  Smith  and  others  to  utter  a tirade  of  slan- 
derous abuse,  and  get  a set  of  Resolutions  passed  quite  fo- 
reif/n  to  the  business  of  the  day. 

1 he  maxim  hitherto  adopted  by  nprifjht  Englishmen  has 
been  ywi  to  attack  individuals  in  their  absence,  or  at  any 
rate  without  apprising  them  of  such  intention,  and  thereby 
affording  them  an  opportunity  of  defence.  Yet,  in  this 
instance  the  avowed  object  was  as  different  to  the  real  de- 
sign, as  light  to  darkness. 

AVith  Air.  Story  s offer  J.  and  A.  J.  Dunkin  could  have 
no  concern,  inasmuch  as  they  had  been  excluded  from  all 
previous  participation  in  the  formation  of  the  Infant  School, 
therefore  they  did  not  feel  themselves  authorized  to  attend 
the  Vestry. 

J.  and  A.  J.  Dunkin  would  have  remained  in  total  igno- 
rance of  the  scheme  of  alienating  the  Houses  settled  upon 
the  Poor,  had  not  a sanction  for  such  a spoliation  been  at- 
tempted to  be  wrung  from  a Vestry  called  for  the  purpose 
of  granting  a church  rate*  of  eight-pence  in  the  pound. 
No  sooner  was  the  scheme  mooted  than  A.  J.  D.  opposed  the 
motion, t and  the  plan  was  left  for  future  consideration. 

* That  A.  J.  D,  is  a supporter  of  the  Church,  may  be  concluded  from  the 
fact  that  he  seconded  the  Church  Rate  proposed  by  Mr.  Farkhurst. 

t Vide  West  Kent  Guardian. 


That  all  parties  were  unacquainted  with  the  Title  by  wliich 

the  premises  were  held  is  notorious Mr.  Dunkin  senior 

some  years  before  having  gone  through  the  Wills  at  Roches- 
ter met  vvith  the  bequest,  and  upon  the  attempt  to  sell 
the  budding  materials  by  auction  preparatory  to  demolishing 
the  premises,  was  induced  to  turn  to  his  memoranda. 
Averse  to  depriving  the  poor  of  advantages  which  they 
had  enjoyed  for  upwards  of  .300  years,  amidst  every  change 
of  religion  or  politics,  he  published  his  statement.  It  was 
mere  History,  easily  proved,  and  no  offence  intended  towards 
any  one. 

That  statement  produced  Mr.  Story’s  offer,  which  Mr.  D. 
announced  in  a civil  note*  to  the  Vicar  and  Churchwardens, 
requesting  them  to  postpone  the  sale  and  offering  to  print  the 
bills  for  notkinf) proving  he  was  not  in  any  way  ac- 
tuated by  interested  motives.  The  Vicar  on  receiving  his 
note  rushed  into  the  private  apartments  of  Mr.  Dunkin  j'^and 
livid  with  rage,  threatened  his  son  and  himself  in  the  lan- 
guage previously  stated.  For  what  object  the  following  Re- 
solutions were  passed  and  the  Report  circulated,  le't  the 
public  judge. 

The  “ Report  ” being  sent  too  late  to  appear  in  the  West 
Kent  Guardian  of  Saturday  last,  and  the  writer  fearing  the 
calumny  would  get  cold  if  delayed  till  the  following  week 
printed  it  in  Dartford,  and  circulated  it  on  Monday  evcjiing. 

Immediately  on  procuring  a copy  the  following  No  te  was 
addressed  to  Mr.  Tasker. 


Alfred  John  Dunkin  has  just  read  a paper  purportmjrto  he  a Report 
of  a Vestry  Meeting,  and  thinks  that  Mr.  Tasker’s  memory  must  be 
exceedingly  treacherous  as  he  (Mr.  T.)  "never  threatened  to  ecepose  hk 
(A.  .1.  D’-^)  conduct"— im  the  simple  reason  that  there  was  nolhttvy  to 
expose-and  as  for  the  “begging  hard  for  forgiveness,  and  promising 
not  to  offend  again,”  those  who  are  acquainted  with  A.J.D.  will  at  once 
set  that  assertion  down  at  its  proper  value. 

* Vide  statement,  P,  3. 

t They  have  been  told  Mr.  Grant  denies  the  family  were  sitting  down  to  din- 
ner  on  his  entry,— A.J.D  was  actually  carving,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D had  taken 
thetr  seals  at  table ; but  Mrs,  V.  arose  and  left  the  room. 
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A J D.  has  no  hesitation  in  applying-  the  language  of  the  Resolntions 
as  the  most  suitahlshe  can  use  to  .Mr.  Tasker’s  speech  (if  it  he  correetly 
reporteci,)  as  “most  disgraceful  and  llagrunt”  “both  at  variance  with 
the  character  of  a”  trades.nan  and  a Christian  and  as  “calumnious  and 
libellous’’  as  it  is  false. 

Monday  Evening. 


To  this  note  on  Mr.  Tasker’.s  speech  Mr.  Dunkin  senior 
begs  to  append  the  most  unqualified  denial  of  ever  having  said 
to  xMr.  Callow‘s  that  had  the  printing  of  the  Bills  of  the^Sale 
been  given  to  him  he  should  not  have  written  the  paragraph.” 
e never  has  had  nor  expected  any  Bills  of  Sale  from  Mr. 
allow,  since  he  refused  to  take  the  composition  offered  to 
him  as  one  of  Mr.  C’s.  creditors.* 


The  Corn-cutter’s  slanderous  remarks  on  introducing 
the  following  Resolution  ore  too  contemptible  for  notice  : 
“Rk.solved— That  the  conduct  of  Mes.srs  Dunkin  to  the  Rev  P 

B.  Grant,  our  rppected  Vicar,  has  been  most  diso-raceful  -in  1 flat-rou 

OnseevATios-J.  D.  printed  (he  precise  words  uttered  by  Mr  Grant 
mthout  any  com, ne„t-the  threat  was  heard  by  „„„  other  members  of 
h,s  family  who  were  at  hand,  waiting  impatiently  for  his  departure,- 
Mr.  Grant  was  immediately  told  he  had  committed  himself-and  the 
threat  should  be  made  public-Jlr.  G.  remained  in  tlieir  parlour  nearly 
three  ipiarters  of  an  hour  in  violent  altercation. 

Proposed  by  Air.  Ken„,  ami  Seconded  liy  Mr.  Calcow; 

printed  and  eire,iltl«l''by''^Me7srs  V’’!'"  n’’ 

■Parish  Houses,  Overy  ^ 

.rll“r'om  r itr.lTolIt  T i' 

with  taking  a seat  and  constantly  atten^nV^V  charged 

he  was  building  the  .'^chool  Room  nr  le  ^le  hodist  chapel,  so  long  as 

Sg' witi  MfriiTnS::;.'’”*  “ 

Mr.  Callow  ought  also  to  have  abstained  from  blackening  writers  in 
newspapers  as  some  ot  the  most  severe  satires  on  individuals  1 Twf  a 

S hi'  ar/en.''  “■""'•"'y  believed  tS 
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culumnious  ami  libellous;  as  the  Committee  for  the  Infant  School 
never  contemplated  in  the  sale  of  the  above  Mouses  either  the 
extinction  of  vested  rights,  or  theinisa|)plicatioii  of  private  benevolence.” 

OUSEIIVATION— The  Statement  is  already  shewn  to  have  been  written  by 
J.  D.  alone,  his  son  not  being  at  that  time  in  Dartfonl.  As  an  histoiical 
account  ot  the  Parish  Houses  in  Overy  Street,  it  was  easily  capable  of 
eiiig  proved,  or  disproved,  liy  consulting  the  Will  of  John  Morley  at 
Rochester.— Any  one  who  examines  the  Statute  1.  Ed.  VI.  c.  14.  will  be 
at  once  convinced  that  bad  not  the  property  been  settled  before  the  Act 
was  passed,  the  houses,  as  given  for  superstitious  purposes,  would  have 
been  seized  by  the  King’s  Commissioners,  as  was  the  case  with  so  many 
Shops  and  Tenements,  in  every  street  in  Dartford.-No  person  can 
produce  any  document,  shewing  that  the  jioor  and  infirm  did  not  reap 
the  beiieht  of  the  donation  during  the  long  period  of  300  years  —a  proof 
that  the  churchwardens  did  their  duty  during  every  change  of  religion. 
Knowing  how  difficult  it  is  for  poor  destitute  persons  to  live,  yet  M the 
same  time  aware  that  many  poor  creatures  would  struggle  iiard  to  keep 
themselves  out  of  the  Union  house,  if  they  could  live  rent  free,  J.  D. 
was  anxious  to  preserve  the  houses  for  that  purpose.  He  did  hope  the 
churchwardens  in  whom  they  are  vested,  would  have  listened  to  bis 
prayer  and  not  suffered  them  to  be  demolished.  His  remarks  have  not 
been  intemperate-even  if  injudicious-therefore,  let  not  the  widow  and 
destitute  be  sufferers.  He  has  re-perused  his  statement,  but  does  not 
perceive  he  has  outstripped  the  fair  line  of  argument  and  therefore  ( 
unhesitatingly  commits  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  public,  satisfied  that 
It  IS  neither  calumnious  nor  libellous. 


COPY  OP  NOTE  TO  MR.  LA.NDALE. 
that  h,.  is  respectfully  informed  by  A.  J.  Diinkim 

* a ""  “'"'-Wr  Report 

in.p  1,0  ^ 1 ca  led  for  granting  a church  rate  to  wliich  meet 

from  anv'desire  tn  w;[fif/i* *  i exonerates  him 

meetiS  hrfm,  th7  giving  garbled  reports  of  any 

practice!  foreign  to  hb 

Monday  Evening,  September  14th,  1840, 
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J.  Dunkin  and  Son,  Printers,  Higli  strset,  Dartford. 


DARTFORD. 


THE  PARISH  HOUSES,  OVERT  STREET, 

versus 

THE  INFANT  SCHOOL. 


This  publication  shall  do  you  the  greatest  injury  in  your  Business— 
was  preparing  a List  of  the  Book  Society,  which  it  was  your  turn  to 
print— but  now  I have  given  it  to  .somebody  else,  and  I will  in  future 

injury  in  my  power.'’  Threat  of 
tue  Rav.  F.  B.  Grant  to  J.  Dunkin  and  Son.  Aug.  31,  1840. 


In  the  reign  of  Hen.  VIII.  one  John  Morle}',  agreeably 
to  the  leligious  practises  of  the  age,  charged  his  tene- 
ment and  garden  in  Overy  street,  Hartford,  with  provi- 
ding a 4Ib.  taper  of  wax  to  be  set  liefore  the  Sepulchre 
in  Hartford  church  at  Easter  in  every  year,  and  settled 
the  same  upon  Robert  Herby,  directing  that  in  case  the 
said  taper  was  not  provided  by  him,  the  Churchwar- 
dens of  Hartford  should  enter  upon  the  said  premises 
and  hold  them.  His  son  was  constituted  executor  of 
this  will.  Eventually  the  Churchwardens  did  enter 
upon  and  retain  the  tenement,  but  as  the  provision  of 
finding  a taper  was  only  an  incidental  charge  and  not 
the  value  as  a rental,  and  as  there  was  no  specific  ap- 
propriation of  the  remainder  of  the  proceeds,  the  Church- 
wardens of  that  day  very  properly  allotted  the  premises 
for  the  habitation  of  the  poor  and  destitute  in  all  suc- 
ceeding ages.  At  the  Reformation  this  charge  of  a 
taper  was  extinguished,  and  the  estate  would  have  es- 
cheated to  the  crown  as  lands  given  for  superstitious 
purposes,  ( Stat.  1 Edw.  VI.  c.  14.)  had  not  their  ap- 
propriation to  the  relief  of  the  poor  prevented  their 


being  seized  by  the  ICing^s  Cummissioiiers.  For  more 
than  300  years  successive  generations  of  the  poor  reap- 
ed the  benefit  of  this  provision'— and  each  successive 
Churchwarden  and  Parish  Officer  religiously  fulfilled 
the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  by  their  Catholic 
predecessors — And  it  was  hoped  similar  fidelity  of 
Trust  would  continue  till  the  end  of  time.  But  alas  ! 

a new  generation  has  arisen  v/ith  new  ideas  ! ! ! Mr. 

Candale  had  published  a book  of  the  Donations  to  the 
parish,  and  unfortunately  therein  asserted  that  the  do- 
nor of  this  property  as  well  as  the  object  of  the  dona- 
tion was  unknown*;  the  same  assertion  was  placarded 
in  gilt  letters  on  a tablet  in  the  church. — Innovators 
seized  upon  the  assertion,  and  without  further  enquiry, 
as  an  Infant  School  was  projected  in  the  town,  per- 
suaded the  officers  of  the  parish  to  provide  the  poor 
widows  therein  located  with  other  habitations,  and  allot 
the  site  of  the  premises  for  building  an  Edifice  thereon 
for  the  New  Institution.  They  complied  !-and  History* 
only  records  one  solitary  instance  of  similar  turpitude- 
and  that  occurred  in  the  vile  reign  of  Henry  theeightln 
in  the  case  of  the  Dissolution  of  Monasteries  and  Hos- 
pitals—-Then,  as  now,  the  inmates  were  expelled  or 
removed — their  houses  seized— and  applied  to  other 
purposes.  But  that  act  has  ever  been  branded  as  the 
most  barefaced  Robbery.  In  the  late  vestry,  when  the 
A icar  (who  ought  to  have  been  the  last  man  to  despoil 
the  poor  of  future  generations,)  proposed  this  misap- 
propriation  of  their  property— Mr.  A.  J.  Dunkin  t was 
the  only  person  present  wffio  lifted  up  his  voice  against 
it.  Although  the  plan  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  a meet- 


D j professes  to  give  the  Donations  specified 

aris  eeds.  But  there  are  numerous  other  Donations  (o  be 
out)  among  the  Ke cords  at  Rochester,  of  which  the  above  is  a 
specimen. 

t 1 Ins  vestry  ivas  called  to  prarit  a church  rate  One  for  8d.  in  the 
pound  ivas  proiioted  b>  Mr.  I’aiKhuiVt  and  seconded  by  Mr.  A.J.D. 
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ing  ot  a few  parishioiiersf,  future  generations  will  only 
regard  it  as  an  act  of  sj^oliation  towards  the  widow  and 
destitute.  It  is  alledged  that  the  i^rernises  are  so  crazy 
they  must  shortly  fall  down— and  there  are  no  funds 
wherewith  to  repair.  But  can  it  be  for  a moment  cre- 
dited when  such  ample  sums  are  raised  for  this  new 
object,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Dartford  are  so  unfeeling 
that  subscriptions  would  be  wanting  for  the  preser- 
vation of  an  asylum  for  the  aged  and  infirm  ! At 
any  rate  the  appeal  ought  to  have  been  made  before 
the  destruction  of  the  building  was  commenced  and  the 
robbery  perpetrated. 


A few  copies  of  the  above  Statement  circulated  late 
on  Saturday  evening,  induced  many  of  the  parishioners 
immediately  to  take  active  steps  to  prevent  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  tenements  and  sale  of  the  materials  announ- 
ced to  take  place  on  the  following  Tuesday:  and  Mr. 
Storey  having  made  the  following  most  generous  and 
liberal  proposal,  copies  of  the  annexed  letter  were  for- 
warded to  the  vicar  and  each  ot  the  churchwardens. 

Dartford,  31f.t  Aug.  1840. 

Mr.  Barrell  has  just  called  at  my  house  and  said,  that  soon- 
ner  than  the  poor  shall  be  deprived  of  habitations  settled  upon 
them  for  so  many  hundred  years,  Mr.  Storey  will  give  a piece 
OF  GROUND  for  the  erection  of  the  Infant  School  rent  free  for 
20  years  ; or  repair  the  said  houses  at  his  own  expense.— They 
are  ascertained  not  to  be  incapable  of  repair. 

Will  it  not  therefore  be  advisable  to  postpone  the  sale  till 
the  opinion  of  the  parishioners  is  ascertained  ? I will  print  the 
bills  gratis. 


You  are  aware  the  town  is  in  a state  of  considerable  excitement 
on  the  subject.  Yours  obediently. 

To  the  Rev.  F.  B.  Grant.  JOHN  DUNKIN. 


■f  Notices  of  Vestries  given  only  in  the  Church  however  legal,  are 
very  well  to  convene  select  party  meetings,  but  totally  inadequate 
to  communicate  information  to  the  Inhabitants  generally.  The  Notice 
ought  to  be  affixed  to  every  Chapel  door  in  the  parish.  Mr.  Robins 
was  warranted  in  his  complaint  on  that  point  in  the  late  vestry,  aUhough 
it  was  attempted  to  run  him  down.  /,■ 
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It  was  presumed  this  Note  could  not  liave  proved 
offensive  to  either  of  the  gentlemen  addressed ; yet  the 
moment  it  was  placed  in  the  vicar’s  hands  he  rushed 
into  the  private  apartments  of  the  writer,  just  as  the 
family  were  sitting  down  to  dinner,  and  in  the  utmost 
rage  loudly  threatened  Mr.  Dunkin  and  his  son  ( in 
the  words  inserted  at  the  head  of  this  statement,)  to 
make  a point  hereafter  of  doing  them  all  the  injury  in 
their  business  in  his  power  ! 

For  the  honour  of  the  Christian  Ministry,  it  is  liojied 
Mr.  Grant  may  not  act  so  vindictively. 

The  sale  of  the  premises  in  Overy  street  is  postponed. 


Domestic  Architecture. The  Tenement  in 

question  is  a fair  specimen  of  the  timber  buildings  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  inhabited  by  the  substantial 
yeomen  of  the  county ; and  by  a singular  fatality,  has 
undergone  little  alteration  except  in  the  form  of  the 
windows.  There  was  no  staircase,  but  the  two  solars 
or  upper  rooms  were  ascended  by  a ladder.  The  chim- 
ney seems  an  appendage  of  later  construction,  bke  that 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stidolph’s  house,  built  by  John  Gro- 
verste  on  a part  of  the  church  yard,  and  which  ancient 
records  say,  was  the  earliest  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood. Like  that  also,  the  upper  story  overhangs  the 
pathway.  The  adjoining  house  and  gateway  in  Overy 
Street,  also  belonged  to  John  Morley,  and  by  the  same 
will  were  directed  to  be  sold  on  the  decease  of  Denise 
his  wife,  and  half  the  proceeds  given  to  John  Morley 
his  son,  and  the  other  half  expended  in  deeds  of  charity. 

Reg.  Test.  Ep.  Roff.  ix.  111. 


J.  Dunkin  and  Son,  Priniers,  Dartford. 


F o n s r n sc r i n i:  k s o xd : 


Itratij)  for  ttjc  Urcso^ 

And  will  be  Published  when  sutlicient  Names  are  obtained  to  cover  the  expence, 

Fn  One  Volume  8eo.  Price  One  Guinea,  in  Boards, 

I I,  L IT  S r K A r V.  D \V  1 T H PLATES,  AND  COPIOUS  NOTE  S, 

To  correspond  with  Hasted’s  8vo.  Edition  of  Kent,  to  which  it  may  be  deemed 
an  extra  or  supplementary  Volume, 

THE  HISTOHY 

OF 

DARTFORD  AND  AVILMINGTON, 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OE  KENT, 

EXTKACTKD  FROM  PARISH  RECORDS,  REGISTERS,  WILLS  AND  DOCUMENTS 

OF  AUTHExNTlCITY. 


By  R.  POCOCK,  Sen. 

Author  of  “ The  History  of  Gravesend  and  .Milton,  in  Kent ; ” “ Memorials  of  the  Tufton  Family, 
L.iri.s  ol  1 hanet ; “ Alarjrale  and  Gra\  esend  Water  Companion,”  ice. 


P R O S P ! ■:  C T u s . 


Topography  coniiiit'iicotl  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
« as  tit  that  time  considered  a new,  principal,  and  leading  feature  in 
lashionable  literature;  it  has  engaged  the  attention  and  employed 
the  pens  ol  .several  eminent  Mriters,  from  the  days  of  the  respected 
Kentish  La.aibarde;  the  famous  Camden;  tlie  most  useful  Thorpe; 
tlie  decorative  Gough,  Grose,  &c.  down  to  the  laborious  Hasted, 
with  his  cotemporarie.s,  Denne,  Coosens,  Parsons,  Noble,  &c. 


1 lie  numero’us  events  which  have  happened  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
have  caused  many  topographical  publications,  and  although  most  of 
the  considerable  towns  in  that  opulent  and  pre-eminent  county  have 
been  wiitten  on  and  particularly  described,  yet  the  much-frequented 
and  thriving  T own  of  D.artford  has  had  no  peculiar  historian  to 
t commemorate  its  various  occurrences : — the  noble  persons  who  have 
resided,  passed  through,  or  assembled  there  at  different  periods,  as 
, Warriors,  Royal  Bowmen,  Cricketers,  &c.  make  it  a subject  well 
; worthy  of  inquiry : the  Monastery,  or  Nunnery,  with  its  religious 
jHCommunity;  the  once  royal  Palace;  its  antique  Church;  its  Minis- 
ters; one  of  its  singular  Cemeteries;  its  numerous  Charities;  its 
• extensive  Manufactories;  Commerce;  Traffic;  famous  Mills;  Manors; 
JDescent  of  Manorial  Property;  Pedigrees  of  principal  Families; 
lillustrious  Pa.s.sengers;  Anecdotes;  Biography;  Coins  and  Medals; 
•Heraldic  Bearings;  Tournaments;  Military  Stations;  Geology;  Ro- 
iiman  Highway;  Antiquities;  Natural  History;  scarce  Botany; 
nvell-frequented  Market;  Horticulture;  Agriculture;  Customs;  Sew- 
•ers;  Societies;  Chronology;  Walks;  Recreations,  &c.  all  combine 
Uo  form  materials  sufficient  for  a volume  of  interesting  matter  enough 
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^.^J  make  above  600  pages;  all  whicli  departments  were  by  Mr.  Hasted, 
for  want  of  local  knowledge,  time,  or  assistance,  contracted  into  only 
nine  pages  8yo  ! No  more  perhaps  was  then  requisite,  considering 
the  bulk  of  his  great  provincial  w'ork , but  it  would  be  unpardonable 
in  a local  historian,  did  he  nut  extend  all  the  information  in  his 
power,  by  elucidating  points  in  history,  which  remain  obscured,  or 
partially  treaterl  with,  whilst  he  linds  subjects  of  either  utility  or 
entertainment;  particularly  on  the  common  talked  of  Rebellion  under 
M at  1YX.KK;  the  origin  of  Paper-making  by  Sir  John  Spilman, 
whose  tomb,  as  such,  is  daily  shewn  in  Hartford  Church,  and  whose 
story  has  been  followed,  through  tradition,  from  one  historian  to 
another,  without  any  one  having  had  the  boldness  to  break  the  link 
ol  error,  and  set  truth  in  the  right  path!  Therefore  the  present 
author  has  undertaken  this  desideratum,  hoping  its  contents  will  fre- 
quently be  lefeiied  tu,  and  that  it  may  be  tavorablv  received  by 
the  public:  if  so,  it  may  lead  the  author  to  extend  his  labour  to  some 
other  part  of  the  county. 

M hilst  the  author  flatters  himself  he  has  done  his  duty,  with  respect 
to  the  collection  of  materials,  and  introduction  of  several  interestino- 
plates,  (the  engraving  of  which  come  very  expensive,)  yet  he  would 
w'ish  to  make  a further  addition,  provided  circumstances  afforded 
the  means,  in  order  to  render  the  work  highly  valuable:  as  such,  a 
lew  more  plates  might  be  judiciously  placed,  and  by  some  thought 
requisite;  towards  which  he  humbly  solicits  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  town  and  neighbourliood ; besides  many  ancient  records,  and 
much  dormant  information  yet  lie  hid  in  our  churches,  public  libra- 
ries, and  private  families;  especially  with  the  clergy  of  the  adjoinin»’ 
parishes,  whose  assistance  in  this  undertaking  he  humbly  requests,  bv 
referring'  to,  not  only  the  register,  but  the  churchwardens’  account 
books  of  their  parishes,  where  man^'  curious  memoranda  are  fr*^- 
quently  discovered,  which  he  begs  to  solicit  may  be  forwarded  to  the 
author,  (prior  to  the  publication)  through  the  hands  of  the  printer 
Mr.  G.  A.  PococK,  Dartford. 

Under  the  head  of  “Hartford  Brent”  (being  a principal  .scene 
of  action)  will  be  given  a complete  analysis  of  the  differences  of  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  an  event  so  important  in  the  national 
liistory,  that  every  Englisli  reader  should  have  a competent  know- 
ledge thereof. 

In  the  departments  of  Botany  and  Natural  History  the  author 
has  had  the  kind  a.ssistance  of  two  gentlemen  of  the  town  of  Hartford  ; 
(jiie  ha.s  tlie  honor  to  belong  to  the  Linnean,  and  the  other  to  the 
Zoological  Society.  Also,  with  the  intelligence  communicated  by 
the  neighbouring  gentry,  and  most  respectable  inhabitants,  the  author 
has  the  vanity  he  shall  produce  a volume  of  useful  information. 


To  announce  a work  of  this  nature,  recourse  must  be  had  to  ad- 
vertisements, letters,  packets,  and  many  thousands  of  pro.specfuses 
printed  and  distributed,  to  gain  subscribers.  The  carriage  of  a single 
jiacket  is  not  an  object  ; but  many  come  o.Npensive  (especially  when 
paid  1)^'  an  author  not  abounding  in  riches)  ; therefore  he  iuimblv 
entreats  early  communications  and  subscrij>tions  may  be  sent  free,  or 
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at  as  easy  a rate  as  possible,  with  the  mode  pointed  out  bv  which  the 
book  may  be  conveyed  when  finished. 

The  reader  must  not  imagine  his  perusal  will  be  confined  totally  to 
the  locality  of  Dartford  and  Wilmington; — many  digressions  are 
obliged  to  be  made,  and  even  copious  extracts  taken,  to  connect  as  a 
prelude  to  some  historical  information; — therefore  many  parts  will  be 
found  of  a general  nature  to  throw  light  upon  certain  occurrences, 
families,  and  things;  besides,  prior  to  and  during  the  progress  of 
printing,  other  resources  will  be  brought  forward  and  incorporated, 
to  make  it  well  worthy  the  patronage  of  its  subscribers. 

All  the  diligent  and  active  researches  of  an  individual  (for  years) 
are  not,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  amateur  of  Topography  in 
that  ample  manner  as  to  proclaim  “ this  is  nearly  a complete  work  ” : 
therefore  he  anxiously  requests  the  co-operation  of  historians  and  libra- 
rians, because  there  are  yet  many  documents  and  historic  facts  in 
their  repositories,  and  in  private  hands,  which  have  not  come  to  his 
knowledge  ; but  that  the  public  maj"  know  from  whence  the  present 
gleanings  are  derived,  and  that  the  topographical  friend  may  not  have 
extra  trouble,  and  send  a repetition  of  wliat  is  already  obtained,  a 
list  of  books  extracted  from  is,given. 


List  oj  Uook>t  pent 'ted  and  extracted  from  towards  mafihuj  the 
“ llisiorp  of  Dai  tj'i/rd  and  Wihniriffton.” 


Dartfor.l  Parish  llagistors,  2 vols. 
Darti'orrJ  Parish  liook  ol'Charities,  MS. 
Keg'istiaim  llofl'ense,  foi. 

Edmonson’s  Heraldry,  fol.  2 vols. 
Custuniale  Rotl'ense,  Ibl. 

Manuscripts  from  various  persons,  &c. 

I .amhard’s  PerambulatioM,  1 2mo.  & 4to. 
Kilburne's  Survey  of  Kent,  16.59. 

Or.  Harris's  History  of  Kent,  fol. 
Phiiipofs  History  of  Kent. 

Mathew  Carter's  relation  of  the  Expe- 
dition of  Kent,  Essex,  and  Colchester, 
Stowe's  Survey  of  London,  2 vol.  fol. 
Rapin’s  History  of  England,  2 vols.  fol. 
Sir  Richard  Baker’s  Chronicle,  fol. 
Palmer’s  Non-conformists’  Memorial. 
Morant’s  History  of  Essex,  lol. 
Hughson’s  Environs  of  London,  8vo. 
Kentish  Traveller's  Companion. 
Chaucer’s  Poems 

History  of  England,  printed  in  171.3.  ] 
Newgate  Calendar,  4 vols. 

Drake's  Anglo-Scotica. 

Cox’s  History  of  Ireland,  2 vols.  fol. 
'Camden's  Britannia,  2 vols.  fol. 
Domesday  Book. 

Lingard's  History  of  England,  4tn. 
Kentish  Post  News  Carrier,  1727,  1728. 
History  of  Rochester,  I2mo.  and  8vo. 


Ha'ted's  History  of  Kent,  vol.  12,  8vo. 
Dugdale's  Embankment,  Ibl. 

Pocock’s  History  of  Kent,  MS. 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  1643 
and  1644;  and  House  of  Commons. 
European  Magazine,  1809,  part  2. 
Imperial  Magazine,  182(1,  1821. 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  1755,  1782. 
Gentleman’s  Magazine,  1802  to  1827. 
Dodd's  Ballads  of  Archery,  12mo. 
Longmate'a  Pocket  Peerage,  2 vols. 
Lord  Bacon's  History. 

Somner’s  Forts  and  Ports  in  Kent. 
Salmon’s  Modern  History,  vol.  18. 
Tunbridge  Wells  Guide  (by  Clifford) 
Acta  Regia,  from  Rich.  H.  to  Edw.  IV. 
Godwyn's  Annals. 

Life  of  Fred.  Reynolds,  2 vols.  Svo. 
Monuments  of  Westminster  Abbey. 
Pocock's  Memorials  of  the  Tufton  Fa- 
mily, Earls  of  Thanet,  8vo. 

Burn's  Ecclesiastical  Law,  4 vols. 
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furer,  whom  they  immediately  beheaded.  Upon  this 
the  king,  dreading  the  confequences  of  fo  powerful  a 
body,  repaired  to  Smithfield,  with  fome  few  attend- 
ants and  fent  a knight  to  Tyler,  to  come  there  and 
confer  with  him,  which  this  rebel,  with  much  delibe- 
ration, at  laft  complied  with.  At  this  conference  he 
betoed  with  fuch  infolence,  that  William  Walworth 
ord  mayor  of  London,  who  attended  the  king,  with- 

confequences  that  would  attend 
U,  difcharged  iuch  a blow  at  the  rebel’s  head  with  his 
fword,  that  he  mftantly  fell  dead  at  his  feet.  How- 
ever  contrary  to  expeftation,  the  multitude  were  fo 
errified,  that  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  fued 
or  mercy ; and  were  all,  in  the  fpace  of  a few  mi- 
nutes, difperfed  without  the  effufion  of  any  blood, 
except  of  their  leader.^  ^ 

About  a mile  foutli-weftward  from  the  town  is  the 

ibfut‘’r‘‘“’  Containing 

^ou  500  acres  of  land.  It  lies  high,  and  on  a fin? 

gravelly  foi  ; on  it  there  are  a great  many  of  thofe 

pits  and  holes  fo  frequent  in  thefe  parts.^  Some  of 

hefe  reach  below  the  gravel  as  low  as  the  chalk, 

hers  no  farther  than  the  fand  and  gravel ; many  of 

hem  have  been  flopped  up  of  late  ytrs,  [o  prevent 

?e  accidents  which  happen  of  men  and  cat- 

tle  falling  into  them.  The  occafion  of  their  being 

fi  ft  dug  has  been  already  explained,  under  the  ad- 

m,?H  ^ Crayford.  This  heath  has  been 

much  noted  of  late,  as  being  the  fpot  chofen  by  the 

K under  the  appellation  of  the 

R^al  Kenttfi  Botvmen,  for  whofe  ufe  a houfe  has  been 
ted  up  at  the  weftern  fide  of  the  heath,  not  far  from 
Baldwin  s,  and  ,s  now  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
the  Lodge,  being  the  fcene  of  their  exercife  and  re- 
creation ; at  which  times,  on  their  gala  days,  butts, 
partments,  and  company,  have  made  the  moll  fplen- 

“ Rapin,  vol.  i.  p.  4^7. 
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did  and  coftly  appearance.  It  is  as  delightful  and 
pleafant  a Ipot  as  any  in  tliefe  parts. 

_ Lefs  than  half  a mile  eaflward  from  the  town,  the 
high  road  to  Rochefter  croffing  it,  lies  another  heath, 
called  Dartford-brent,  vulgarly  the  Brimpt. 
This  place  is  famous  for  the  encampment  of  the  army 
of  Richard  Plantagenet,  duke  of  York,  in  1452,  whilfl 
he  waited  to  obtain  a parley  with  king  Henry  VI.  who 
then  lay  encamped  on  Blackheath.  In  the  year  1648 
General  Fairfax’s  army  rendevouzed  here. 

The  Roman-road  fliews  itfelf very  confpicuoufly 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  high  road  between  Dart- 
ford  and  the  Brent,  and  when  it  comes  to  the  latter, 
it  fhapes  its  courfemoreto  the  fouth  fouth-eaft,  leav- 
ing the  high  road  at  a greater  diftance,  on  the  left- 
hand,  and  entering  among  the  inclofures  and  woods, 
in  its  way  to  a hamlet  called  Stonewood,  it  goes  on 
to  Wingfield-bank,  and  thence  to  Shinglewell,  towards 
Rochefter. 

At  a fmall  diftance  fouthward  from  the  Roman- 
road  on  the  Brent,  clofe  to  the  road  to  Greenfted- 
green,  are  three  fmall  barrows,  which  feem  to  have 
been  plundered  of  their  contents. 

The  gravel-pit  at  the  entrance  of  the  Brent  from 
Dartford  was,  whilft  the  affizes  were  held  in  this  town, 
which  was  frequently,  at  the  latter  end  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth’s reign,  the  place  for  the  public  execution  of 
criminals;  and  in  1772,  in  digging  for  gravel  here, 
eight  human  fkeletons  were  found,  lying  contiguous 
to  each  other ; inoft  probably  the  remains  of  fome  of 
thofe  unhappy  convicts.  This  fpot  was  likewife  made 
ufe  of  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  for  the  execution 
of  thofe  who  fulfered  for  religion. 

Our  HERBALISTS  havc  taken  notice  of  feveralfcarce 
plants  and  herbs  found  here : 

The  camaepytis,  herb  ivy^  or  ground  pincy  not  only  here, 
but  in  the  adjoining  pari/hes. 


Ruta 


A ^ a ri  fi-c-h' 


Tfifp^ 
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Rut  a nuiraria  five  falvia  \\x.'£,Jlone  rue^  or  rue  mai- 
denhair , on  the  wall  of  the  church -yard. 

Aphaca,  f mall  yellow  fetch^  in  the  corn-fields  about  this 
place. 

Buckthorne,  the  hedges  of  this  place. 

The  juniper  tree  grovos  in  plenty  on  the  downs  fouthward 
of  Dartford- brent. 

Mentaftrum,  horfetriinty  valde  ramofum  flore  violaceo 
rubro. 

Orchis  five  tragorchis  max.  the  greatefi goat  fiones^  be- 
tween Crayford  and  Dartford. 

Orchis  hermaphroditica,  the  butterfly  fatirion-y  tefti- 
culus  yulpinus  the  humble  bee  orchis  y orchis 

rnelittias,  the  bee  orchis  •,  orchis  myodes,  the  fly  fa- 
tinon'y  are  found  otl  the  downs  y fouthward  of  Dart- 
ford-brent. 

The  lizard  orchis,  has  been  found  in  the  lane  between 
Dartford  and  Darent. 

Several  forts  of  the  orchis  ornithophora  are  found  in 
the  meadows  adjoining  the  river  Darenty  fouthward 
of  this  town. 

Trifolium  ftellatum  glabrum,  fmooth flarry  headed  tre- 
foil y in  Dartford  fait  marfhes.^ 

Edward,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Edward  Villiers,  was, 
March  20,  in  the  3d  year  of  king  William  and  queen 
Mary, ^created  vilcount  Villiers  of  Dartford,  and  baron 
Hoo,  in  this  county;  and  in  1697,  earl  of  Jerfey; 
which  titles  are  now  pofleffed  bv  his  great  grandfon, 
George  Butfy  Villiers,  earl  of  Jerfey,  &c. 

_ There  was  once  a family  of  the  name  of  .Row,  feated 
in  Dartford,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Argenty  on  a 
cbevroUy  azurey  three  bezant Sy  between  three  trefoils 
fljpty  parted  per  paky  gules  and  vert.  Of  which,  Wil- 
liam Row,  who  was  of  Dartford,  had  two  fons ; Re}?-- 
nold,  who  was  of  Lyghe,  and  was  anceftor  to  thofe 


Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p. 
Merrett’s  Pinax,  p.  77,  88. 
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of  Penfhurft  in  this  county  ; of  Mufwell-hill ; and 
of  ShakerweJl,  in  Middlefex  ; and  Robert  Row  who 
was  anceftor  to  thofe  of  Layton,  in  Effex. 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueft, 
w^as  part  of  the  antient  demefne  of  the  crown  of  Eng- 
Jand,  and  it  is  according  entered  under  that  title  in 
the  book  of  Domefday,  as  follows  t 

The  king’s  land  in  she  half  of  Smion  lath,  in  Achejlan 
hundred.— King  Wtlham  holds  Taretitefort,  which  was 
taxed  at  i Juhngs  and  a half.  The  arable  land  is  2 ca- 
rueates.  ^ In  demefne  there  are  2 carucates,  and  iaq.  vil- 
leins, zvith  10  borderers,  having  53  carucates.  There  are 
2 Servants  and  i mill.  Of  meadow  22  acres,  of  pa/iure 
40  of  wood  there  are  8 /mail  denns  and  f lar^  ; 

2 hiths,  that  is,  havens.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edzvard  the  ConfeJJor,  it  was  worth  60  pounds,  and  as 
much  when  Hamo  the  fheriff  received  it. 

It  is  now  rated  by  the  Englifh  at  60  pounds  but  the 
reve,  a Frenchman  born,  zvho  holds  it  to  ferm,  fays,  that 
It  is  worth  no  more  than  20  pounds,  and  10  pounds’,  yet 
he  pays  from  this  manor  70  pounds  by  weight,  and  iii 
Jhilhngs,  in  pence  20  in  ore^  and  7 pounds,  and  26 pence, 
by  tale.  Befides  thefe  the  fheriff  pays  100  fhillings. 

The  tenants  of  the  hundred  affirm,  that  there  are  taken 
azvay  from  this  manor  of  the  king  one  meadow,  and  one 
alder  ground,  and  one  mill,  and  20  acres  of  land,  and  now 
Jo  much  meadow  as  belongs  to  10  acres  of  land,  all  which 
were  m the  occupation  of  king  Edzvard  as  long  as  he  lived. 
Thefe  were  worth  lo /hillings ; but  they  fay  that  Ofuuard, 
then  fheriff  let  them  to  ferm  to  Alefan,  portreve  of  Lon- 
don ; and  now  Beltut,  the  kinffsfeward,  and  his  grand- 
jon,  hold  them.  ^ 

The  above  tenants  likewife  affirm,  that  Hagelei  ^ is  taken 
away  from  this  manor ; it  zvas  taxed  at  half  a filling.  The 


Ora  was  a nominal  money  among  the  Saxons 
imentioned  m Domefday,  as  o/the  value  of  20T 
_ Hawley  in  Sutton  at  Hone. 
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Rules  and  Regulations 

OF  THE 

•^ssocia  tion 

For  the  Protection  of  Property, 

And  DctBCtion  and  Prosecution  oj^  P^obherSf  Phteves  ftnd  ^'euders^ 
In  Dartford  and  the  neighbouring  Parishes, 

Estnhlished  hie  lO/A  Day  of  November,  1818. 


1.  That  there  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Funds  of  the  Association,  upon  the  Con- 
viction of  any  Offender  or  Offenders,  in  the]  Cases  hereunder  specified,  to  any  Person 
or  Persons  gi^no-  any  Information,  or  aidin«v«nd  assisting  in  the  Apprehension  of  sucii 
Offender  or  Oftenders,  the  following  Rewards,  over  and  above  the  Rewards  allowed  by 
any  Act  of  Parliament,  provided  such  Offence  be  committed  upon  or  against  llie  Person 
or  Property  of  a Subscriber  to  this  Association,  or  in  the  Case  hereinafter  specified. 


Housebreaking,  Highway  Robbery,  steiling  any  Horse,  Sheep,  or 
other  Cattle,  (not  afterwards  specifi^  and  Incendiaries  - - * 

Stealing  in  any  Dwelling-House,  (not  accompanied  by  breaking) 
wilfully  maiming  any  Horse,  Mari^  Gelding,  Siieep  or  other j 
Cattle,  stealing  any  Pig,  Ass,  orlPoultry,  or  robbing  any' 
Mill,  Barn,  Stable,  Granary,  Shop,MWarehouse,  Out-House  or( 
other  Building  - - - - _ _ _ ’ . . 


L.  S.  D. 
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Stealing  any  Gate  or  Plough  Irons,  and  any  other  Felony  not? 

above  specified  - (300 

Robbing  any  Garden,  Yard, . Orchardlr  Inclosure,  or  injurino-,  a 
cutting,  pulling  or  carrying  away^  any  Trees,  Plantationt,  f 
growing  Corn  Turnips  or  Potatoes,  or  breaiiing,  cutting,  or  P ® ^ 

destroyinganyHedge,  Pales,  Rails  or|other  Fences  - - . . ) 

Any  other  Offence,  not  above  specified,  an  adequate  Reward, 

to  such  Rewards  shall  be  paid  and  apportioned  in  all  cases  as  the  Committee 

to  be  chosen  as  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  direct. 


;3. — That  <lie  A flairs  of  ibis  Association  be  under  the  management  of  a Committee 
of  Subscribers,  to  be  chosen  annually  at  the  General  Meeting  to  be  held  as  hereinafter 
mentioned,  any  tliiee  of  uhorn  may  act ; and  that  William 

Budgen,  Esq.  Mr.  .lames  Swaisland,  Mr.  Simuel  iNotleyi  Mr.  James  Storey,  Mr.  James 
Sharp,  Mr.  .Tohii  Finch,  Mr.  Wm.  Nettleingliain,  Mr.  Tlmmas  Sears,  Mr.  John  Peters, 
Air.  John  Colyer,  of  Crayford,  Air.  Thorias  Saunders,  of  Crayford,  and  Mr.  John 
Jennings,  be  the  Committee  for  the  pre.sent  Year,  nith  jjower  for  them  to  add  to  their 
number  till  the  next  General  Meetingx 

4. — Thxt  all  Prosecutions,  at  the  instalice  of  any  Subscriber,  for  any  Offence  eom- 
iuitted  against  his  Person  or  Properly,  shall  be  carried  on  at  the,  joint  Expence,  of  the 
Society,  by  its  Solicitor  fo-r  the  time  being, Junder  the  Orders  of  the  Committee ; but  if 
any  Subscrib-  r shall,  after  any  Prosecution  ^all  have  been  commenced,  cause  the  same  to 
be  stopped  without  the  consent  of  the  Committee,  then  such  Subscriber  shall  pay  the 
Costs  thereof  himself. 


5. — That  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  direct  Prosecutions  to  be  carried  on 
at  the  Expence  of  the  Association  for  Offences  committed  against  any  labouring  or  other 
Persons  in  indigent  circumstances,  not  beingj^lembers  of  the  Association. 


'6. — That  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  be  entered  in  a Book,  to  be  kept  by  the 
Solicitor  for  the  time  being,  but  subject  always  to  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  when 
called  for. 

7 — ^Tiiat  upon  the  Commission  of  any|ofFence,  application  shall  be  made  to  the 
Treasurer  or  Solicitor  who  shall  convene  a Committee  forthwith,  which  Committee  shall 
give  such  Orders  and  Directions  in  the  Premises  as  they  shall  think  requisite;  but  to 
prevent  delay,  the  Treasurer  or  Solicitor  may  in  the  first  Instance  cause  Hand-Bills  or 
Advertisements  to  be  published  and  distributid  for  the  Apprehension  of  any  Offender  or 
Offenders,  so  that  the  same  be  afterwards  ajjiroved  of  by  the  Committee, 

8.  — ^That  each  Member  do  forthwith  piy  into  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurer  the 
Sum  of  One  Guinea  towards  defraying  the  Expenses  of  the  Association  for  the  current 
Year,  and  the  same  or  a greater  or  less  Sum  annually,  as  circumstanees  may  require,  and 
as  shall  be  ordered  at  such  General  Meeting  as^^foresaid. 

9. — That  Milham  Budgen,  Esq.  be  the  Treasurer,  and  Mr,  Thomas  Broadley  Fooks 
the  Solicitor  to  this  Association  ^ that  all  vacancies  in  either  of  those  Offices  shall  be 
supplied  either  at  a General  Annual  Meeting,  or  at  a Special  General  Meeting  to  be  con- 
vened for  that  purpose  ; and  that  either  of  thole  Officers  may  be  displaced  for  misconduct 
at  any  such  Meeting. 

i , ' 

10. — That  a General  Meeting  of  this  A^s#iation  shall  be  held  annually  at  Dartford 
on  the  last  Thursday  in  the  Month  of  May,  at  such  House  as  the  preceding  General 
Meeting  shall  appoint,  at  which.  Meeting  every  Member  shall  be  required  to  pay  his 
Subscription,  and  any  Person  making  default! for  one  Month  after  Notice  of  the  Amount, 
shall  be  excluded  the  Benefit  of  this  Association,  and  be  no  longer  deemed  a Member 
hereof;  And  that  the  first  General  Meeting  be  held  at  the  Bull  and  George  Inn,  in 
Dartford,  on  the  last  Thursday  in  May  next. 

11. — That  fourteen  Days’  previous  Notice  of  the  General  Annual  Meetipg  shall  be - 
sent  by  the  Solicitor  lo  all  the  Members, 
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JO. That  at  such  General  Annual  Meeting  business  shall  commence  precisely  at 

I’welve  at  Noon,  when  in  the  first  place  a Chairman  for  the  Day  shall  he  chosen  by  the 
Majority  of  the  MeinJjevs  present;  a Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  last  Year  shall  then 
be  produced  and  read  ; the  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  all  other  Accounts  relating 
to  the  Association  shall  be  examined  and  jiassed  ; the  Subscription  for  the  ensuing  Year 
shall  be  determined  on ; all  new  Regulations  shall  be  proposed  and  decided  upon ; the 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  Year  shall  be  chosen  ; and  the  other  General  Business  and 
Coricenjs  of  the  Association  be  arranged  and  settled. 

13.  — That  three  Shillings  for  each  Member  be  paid  out  of  the  Fund  towards  the 
Fxoence  of  theAnnnal  Dinner. 

14.  — TiiAT  all  Questions  at  such  GenerallMeetiug  .shall  be  determined  by  a Majority 
of  the  Members  present ; iand  the  Chairman  for  the  Day  shall  have  the  casting  Vote  in  case 
of  an  equal 

1.5. — That  it  shall  ?be,  lawful  for  the  Committee,  whenever  they  shall  see  urgent 
Occasion,  to  call  a General’Medting  of  the  Siibscribers  at  any  time,  on  giving  two  weeks 
])revious  Notice  thereof and  that  all  Acts  ddne  and  passed  at  any  such  Meeting  shall 
have  the  same  effect  in  every  respect  as  the  4cts  of  the  General  Annual  Meetings. 

16.  — ^Tuat  the  Committee  for  the  time  being,  as  well  as  the  General  Meetino-,  shall 
have  the  power  of  admitting  any  Persons  wising  to  become  Members  of  this  Association, 
and  that  every  Member  so  admitted  shall  b^  considered  as  an  Annual  Subscriber  from 
the  Day  of  the  Annual  Meeting  preceding  hi4admission,  and  pay  his  Subscription  there- 
upon to  the  Treasurer  accordingly. 

17.  — That  Tables  of  the  Rewards  herel^  agreed  upon  shall  be  fixed  up  in  some 
conspicuous  Place  in  the  respective  Parishes  wfeere  the  Subscribers  reside. 


18. — I’ll  AT  these  Regulations  shall  be  panted,  and  every  Member  be  supplied  with 
a Copy.  I 
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Jloeriff  held  this  land,  and  zvhen  he  quitted  the  Jhrievalty, 
it  remained  in  the  king's  occupation,  Jo  it  remained  alfo 
after  the  death  of  king  Edward ; now  Hugo  de  Port  holds 
it,  zviih  acres  of  land  more.  The  whole  of  this  is  zvorth 
1 5 pounds.  Of  this  fame  manor  of  the  king  there  are  nozv 
taken  away  6 acres  of  land  and  a certain  wood,  zvhich 
the  above  named  Ofuuard,  the  Jheriff,  fet  zvithout  the 
manor  to  pledge  for  40  fhillings. 

The  bijhop  of  Roche  ft  er  holds  the  church  of  this  manor, 
and  it  is  worth  60  fhillings.  Beftdes  this,  there  are  now 
here  three  chapels: 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  the  fherifF  of  Kent 
accounted  at  the  Exchequer  for  the  rent  of  Dart- 
ford  MANOR,  then  in  the  king’s  hands,  as  he  did 
likewifein  the  ift  year  of  king  John;  foon  after  which 
it  was  granted  to  the  earl  of  St.  Paul,  a Norman  lord. 
In  the  3d  year  of  that  reign,  Hugh  earl  of  St.  Paul, 
then  going  to  the  Holy  Land,  had  the  king’s  licence 
to  mortgage  his  land  at  Dartford  for  three  years.' 
King  Henry  III.  in  his  14th  year,  granted  to  John  de 
Burgo  the  manor  of  Dartford,  which  had  been  the 
earl  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  which  was  then  held  by  Rey- 
mund  de  Burgo,  the  king’s  bailiff,  to  hold  till  the  king 
fliould,  by  compofition,  or  at  his  own  pleafure,  reftore 
it  to  the  earl’s  right  heirs  and  in  his  17th  year  he 
again  granted  it  to  William  de  Fortibus,  earl  of  Al~ 
bermarle,  and  his  heirs,  for  their  fupport  in  the  king’s 
fervice,  and  until  the  king  fhould  reftore  it  upon  treaty 
or  peace  to  the  earl  of  St.  Paul’s  right  heirs ; for  when 
Normandy  was  feized  by  the  king  of  France,  many 
lands  became  vefted  in  the  crown,  by  way  of  efcheat, 
or  feizure,  for  whilft  England  and  Normandy  were 
under  the  obedience  of  the  king  of  England,  the  lands 
of  the  Englifli  and  Normans  were  common;  that  is, 
the  Englifh  held  lands  in  Normandy  by  hereditary 
right,  and  the  Normans  did  the  like  in  England.  But 

^ Rot.  Clauf.  pt.  2.  m.  6. 
u 4 when 


* Rot.  Pat.  ejus  an.  m.  6. 
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when  Normandy  was  leparated  from  England,  the 
king  of  France  feized  the  lands  which  the  Englifli  held 
there,  and  the  king  of  England,  in  like  manner,  leized 
thole  the  Normans  held  here  j and  thefe  lands  became 
verted  in  the  crown  by  efcheat,  under  the  title  of  Terrce 
N ormannonm . After  which  the  king  granted  all  thefe 
lands,  under  the  above  conditions,  to  Englirtimen.^ 

William  earl  of  Albermarle  died  portelfed  of  this 
manor,  in  the  44th  year  of  that  reign,  holding  it  of 
the  king  in  capite.^ 

King  Henry  III.  in  his  47th  year,  rertored  it  to 
Guy  de  Chartilian,  earl  of  St.  Paul,  on  whole  death  it 
reverted  to  the  crown,  where  it  rtaid  till  Edward  I. 
m his  9th  year,  granted  it  to  queen  Alianor  his  mother, 
for  her  life  Ihe  died  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign. 
King  Edward  II.  in  his  13th  year,  committed  to  Ehas 
de  Tyngewick  the  curtody  of  this  place,  during  the 
king’s  pleafure,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Robert  de 
Rydgware,  the  late  bailiff,  had  the  curtody  of  it, 
and  for  which  he  paid  30I.  yearly,  as  for  the  feim  of 
the  royalty  and  market  of  it  and  in  his  r^th  year, 
he,  by  the  confent  of  parliament,  granted  to  Edmund 
de  Woodrtock,  his  half  brother,  whom  he  at  the  fame 
time  made  earl  of  Kent,  among  other  ertates  of  oreat 
value,  the  ferme  of  the  royalty  and  market  her^  for 
his  life,  then  valued  at  thirty  pounds,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  king  Edward  III.  in  his  irt  year,  it  being 
then  held  of  him  as  half  a knight’s  fee.' 

_ He  died  poffeffed  of  this  ertate  in  the  4th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  when,  by  inquifition,  taken  after 
his  death,  it  appears  that  this  ertate  then  confirted  of 
rents  of  affize  of  the  tenants  of  Cranrted,  Combe,  Che- 
filhurrt,  Cobham,  Dartford,  Stannel,  and  Gilde,  the 
paflage  of  the  Darent,  tolls,  view's  of  frankpledge,  and 

® Madox’s  Excheq.  p.  206.  Sandf.  Gen.  Hift.  p.  89. 

’’  Rot.  Efch.  pt.  i.  No.  26.  ' Mag.  Rot. dean.  13  Ed.  II, 

' Rot.  Pat.  eor.  an.  Pug*  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  94. 
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perqulfites  of  courts,  &c.  and  were  altogether  of  the 
value  of  thirty  pounds ; after  which  this  manor  went 
in  the  fame  fuccefTion  of  ownerlhip  as  that  of  Chetil- 
hurft,  which  was  a member  of  it,  as  has  been  already 
fully  deferibed  before,  and  to  which  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred (excepting  that  king  Richard  III.  in  his  firft 
year,  granted  the  reverfion  of  it,  being  then  in  the 
pofl'effion  of  the  lord  Stanley,  to  John  Brooke,  lord 
Cobham,  to  hold  by  knights  fervice  j"'  but  he  never 
came  to  the  poUefiion  of  it,  for  king  Henry  VII.  on 
his  obtaining  the  crown,  lecured  this  reverfion  of  it 
to  himfelf)  until  Sir  Thomas  Walfingham  became 
poffelied  ot  it  in  king  James  I.’s  reign,  by  the  delcrip- 
tion  of  the  manor  of  Hartford,  Cobham,  Combe,  Che- 
filhurft,  the  wharfs,  fairs  and  markets  in  Hartford, 
and  the  profits  of  the  courts  of  the  hundred  and  of 
the  manor.  He,  in  the  nth  year  of  that  reign,  for 
live  hundred  pounds,  conveyed  all  thefe  premiles  (ex- 
cepting the  manor  of  Chefilhurft,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances and  courts  in  that  parilh,  belonging  to  it)  to 
Sir  Robert  Harcy  of  Hartford,  in  as  full  a manner 
as  he  then  held  them  himfelf;  which  deed  was  after- 
wards inrolled  in  chancery,  at  which  time  the  fairs 
and  markets  were  valued  at  twenty  pounds ; and  for 
the  fifliing  in  the  creek,  fix  falmons  yearly,  worth 
forty  Ihiillings. 

Sir  Robert  Harcy,  was  defeended  from  Thomas  lord 
Harcy,  who  was  beheaded  in  the  30th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  whofe  eldefl  fon  George  was  reftored  to 
the  title  of  lord  Harcy  in  the  4th  and  5th  years  of 
Philip  and  Mary;  which  line  is  nowextindl.  Arthur, 
the  fecond  Ion,  was  knighted,  and  dying  in  the  3c] 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  left  feveral  fons,  of  whom 
Thomas,  the  fecond  fon,  left  Conyers  Harcy,  who 
was  created  and  reftored  to  the  barony  of  Harcy ; 
and  the  third,  Sir  Edward  Harcy,  died  at  the  priory 


of 


" flarleian  MSS.  No.  433-764.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  282. 
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of  Dartford,  then  called  Dartford-place,  of  which  he 
had  a leale  for  life,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age,  1612, 
and  was  buried  in  a vault  among  his  ancellors,  in  the 
church  ofSt.Botolph  Aldgate,  London."  By  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Aflley,  efq.  of  Kittle,  in  Eflex, 
1^  had  three  fons,  the  eldeft  of  whom.  Sir  Robert 
Darcy,  was  of  Dartford,  as  above  mentioned,  and  was 
then  pofTeffed  of  the  manor  and  fcite  of  Dartford  pri- 
wy,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  and  the  manor  of 
1 emple  s,  in  thisparilh,  of  which  an  account  will  be 
given  hereafter.®  He  left  one  fon  and  heir,  Edward 
Darcy,  efq.  of  Dartford-place  andNewhall,  in  Derby- 
shire ; to  whom,  on  his  death,  thefe  eftates  (except^ 
ing  the  farm,  called  the  Temple  farm,  which  was  fe- 
parated  from  it,  as  will  be  farther  mentioned)  defcend- 
ed.  By  his  firft  wife  he  had  no  iflue  ; but  by  his  fe- 
cond,  the  lady  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Philip  Stan- 
hope, firft  earl  of  Chefterfield,  he  left  three  daughters 
his  coheirs — Katharine,  married  to  Erafmus  Phillips, 
bart.  of  Pidlon-caftle,  in  Pembrokefhirej  Dorothy  to 

• Rokefby;  and  Elizabeth,  firft  to  Thomas 

Milward,  efq.  of  Derby fh ire,  and  fecondly  to  Mr 
Barnes. 

Up(m  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  her  third  part  of 
t e e eftates  defcended  to  her  fon,  Tho.  Milward,  efq. 

In  1699,  dame  Catherine  Phillips,  dame  Dorothy 

o cmy^  and  Thomas  Milward,  efq.  conveyed  thefe 
premifes,  by  the  name  of  the  manor'of  Dartford,  alias 
Hertford,  alias  Dartford  priory;  (and  from  this  time 

e manor  of  Dartford,  alias  Richmond  lands,  and 
t^he  manor  of  Dartford  priory,  feem  by  unity  ofpof- 
lefiion  to  hpe  been  accounted  but  as  one  manor, 
wh^h  at  this  time  is  called  by  the  latter  name  only), 
to  Thomas  Gouge,  efq.  who  died  in  1707,  leaving  a 
widow  and  three  fons,  Thomas,  Nicholas,  and  Ed- 


r-'’*  Survey,  book  ii.  p.  16.  Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  i. 
308.  _ fine  levied  Trinity  term,  1 1 king  William  III. 
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ward ; and  a daughter,  married  to  Mynors,  of  Hert- 
fordfhire. 

Upon  the  death  of  Thomas,  the  father,  a difpute 
arofe  between  the  brothers,  touching  the  defcenc  of 
thefe  eftates,  which  from  the  time  of  the  conqueft, 
had  been  granted  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice ; 
the  two  younger  brothers  infifting,  that  by  the  ad  of 
the  4th  of  king  James,  a new  focage  tenure  was  thereby 
created,  and  that  the  manor  and  lands  ought  to  defcend 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  gavelkind,  as  other  lands  of 
focage  tenure  had  ufually  done;  and  the  eldeft  brother, 
on  the  contrary,  infifting,  that  a new  tenure,  created  of 
late  years,  could  not  make  the  lands  partake  of  the 
nature  of  gavelkind,  which  was  gained  by  antient 
ufage  and  cuftom. 

However,  by  the  interpofition  of  the  mother,  thefe 
difputes  fubfided;  and  Thomas,  the  eldeft  brother, 
enjoyed  thefe  eftates  till  his  death,  in  1731  ; when 
Nicholas,  then  becoming  the  eldeft  brother,  fet  up, 
and  infilled  on  the  fame  right  his  brother  Thomas 
liad  done  before;  and  upon  a trial  at  bar  in  the  King’s 
bench,  in  Michaelmas  term,  1734,  the  judges  deter- 
mined— That  if  lands  were  fubjeft  to  gavelkind,  no- 
thing can  alter  the  tenure  but  an  aft  of  parliament,  ex- 
prefsly  for  that  purpofe  ; and,  on  the  contrary,  if  not 
fubjeft  to  the  cuftom  originally,  nothing  can  render 
them  fubjeft  to  it.  That  there  was  nothing  in  the 
afts  of  4 James  I.  or  12  Charles  II.  being  the  aft  for' 
aboliftiing  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries,  which  does 
exprefsly  alter  the  courfe  of  defcent  of  lands  through- 
out England  ; and  therefore  they  did*  not  apprehend 
that  the  tenure,  being  turned  into  focage,  would  alter 
the  courfe  of  defcent ; fo  that  the  afts  before  men- 
tioned had  not  altered  the  courfe  of  defcent  here ; and 
it  feems  fettled,  that  land  held  by  military  tenure,  is 
not  fubjeft  to  the  above  cuftom  and  a verdift  was 

p Robinfon’s  Gavelkind,  p.  46,  51,  68,  92. 

found 
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found  for  the  plaintiff,  Nicholas,  the  eldeft  brother 
who  enjoyed  all  thefe  eftates  till  his  death,  in  17./ 
being  then  redlorofGilling,  in  Yorkffire,  and  p^e-’ 
bendary  of  Y ork  and  Lincoln.  ^ 

He  died  unmarried,  and  by  his  will  deviled  large 
urns  to  feveral  public  and  parochial  charities,  and 
thefe  eflates  to  his  only  furviving  brother,  Edward, 
who  hkewife  died  unmarried  about  two  years  after- 
wards, upon  which  they,  as  well  as  others  in  York- 
Ihire  and  London,  defeended  to  his  fifter’s  fon,  Ro- 
bert Mynors,  as  heir  at  law,  who  took  upon  himfelf 
the  name  of  Gouge,  m purfuance  of  his  uncle,  Ni- 
cholas s wi  1 for  which  an  aft  paffed  in  the  29th  year 
of  George  JI.  He  was  before  this  become  poffeffed  of 
le  Temples  farm,  a very  confiderable  one  in  this 
panff  ; which  had  come  to  him  through  the  name  of 
Eiieftley,  one  of  which  had  married  a defendant  of 
the  Darcy  s,  by  whom,  as  has  been  mentioned  be^ 
lore.  It  had  been  feparated  from  this  eflate,  to  which 
It  thus  became  again  united.  He  died  in  lyde, 
without  iffue,  and  devifed  thefe  manors  and  eftatL 
to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gouge,  who  afterwards 
re- married  with  Charles  Morgan,  efq.  of  Hereford- 
fhiie,  wjio  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1787,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  it  by  his  brother  John  ; and  on  his  death 
m 1792  It  came  by  his  will  to  their  brother-in-law’ 
bH  Charles  Gould,  who  took  on  him  the  name  of 
organ,  and  was  on  Oftober  30,  that  year,  created  a 
roneti  buthe  holds  it  by  the  above  will,  only  trujiee, 
for  his  nephewof  the  name  of  Van, nowin  his  minority, 
and  he  continues  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  this  manor. 

1 he  fee  farm,  paid  for  the  manor  of  Dartford  to  the 
crown,  IS  49!.  is.  lofd. 

The  court  leet  comprehends  all  the  parilli  of  Dart- 

f Rochefter’s  liberty,  and 

that  of  Temple  s manor,  and  all  the  parilh  of  Wil- 

nlr?f  conftable  of  the  hundred  of 

Dartford  and  Wilmington,  and  four  petty  conftables 

for 


AT  a Meeting;  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Dartford,  holden  on  Monday,  the  33nd  Day 
of  March,  1834,  pursuant  to  Public  Notice,  to 
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menty  and  agreed  to  the  following  Rules  and  Regulations: 
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for  fo  many  feveral  liberties  within  this  manor  j and 
alfo  an  aleconner  and  leather-fealcr  for  the  hundred, 
are  chofen  at  this  leet  annually.  At  it  there  has  been 
like  wife  chofen  a conftable  and  borfholder  for  Temples 
liberty,  which  takes  in  the  water-fide,  or  Hyth-ftrecr, 
in  Dartford,  and  all  the  lands  from  Temple-hill,  on  the 
north-eaft  fide  of  the  town,  down  to  the  river  Thames. 
The  tenants  of  it  are  all  free  tenants. 

The  manor  of  Temple  in  this  parilli,  antiently 
called  the  manor  of  Dartford  Demple,  was  fo  called 
from  the  pofie fib rs  of  it,  the  knights  templars,  which 
order  pofiefied  lands  in  this  parilh  in  very  early  times. 

Nicholas,  fbn  of  Nicholas  de  Twith  im,  foon  after 
the  reign  of  king  John,  gave  fifteen  {hillings  rent  to 
them  in  this  parifli.  King  Henry  11.  gave  the  knights 
templars  one  carucate  of  land  in  Dartford,  which  one 
Gilbert  rented  in  the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign  at  twelve 
marcs.  In  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  William, 
prior  of  Rochefter,  granted  to  Alan  Martel,  mailer 
of  the  temple,  half  an  acre  of  land  in  Dartford,  lying 
by  the  ftream  which  flowed  down  from  the  mill  be- 
longing to  that  brotherhood.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  II.  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  knights  tem- 
plars being  thought  too  great,  they  were  accuied  of 
the  moft  atrocious  crimes,  and  were  every  where  im- 
prifoned,  and  their  eftates  feifed  ; after  which  the 
king,  in  his  5th  year,  granted  the  cuftody  of  their 
lands  and  tenements  in  Dartford,  to  Robert  de  Ken^ 
dale,  to  hold  them  during  his  pleafure,  accounting  for 
the  profits  of  them  at  his  exchequer.*^  The  next  year 
their  order  was  fuppreifed  by  Pope  Clement  V.  in  a 
general  council  held  at  Vienna. 

The  eftates  of  the  templars  in  Dartford  remained 
in  the  hands  of  the  crown  till  the  r yth  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward II.  when  their  pofTefTionshere  and  elfewhere  within 

'>  Dugd.  Mon  vol.  ii.  p.  526,  544.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  368.  Rym. 
Feed.  vol.  iii.  p.  288. 
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the  realm  were  given  by  ad:  of  parliament  to  the  prior 
and  brethren  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerulalem 
commonly  called  the  knights  hofpitallers,  who  were 
polTefled  of  a manor  and  lands  in  Dartford  long  before 
the  diflblution  of  the  templars,  for  Robert  Bafing,  in 
the  reign  of  king  John,  gave  his  manors  of  Dertfelde, 
Sutton,  and  Halgel,  to  them  and  it  appears  by  the 
Telta  de  Nevil,  which  was  drawn  up  in  the  beginnino- 
of  king  Edward  I’s  reign,  that  the  king  gave  the  land's 
of  Robert  Bacun,  in  Dartford,  which  had  efcheated 
to  the  crown,  to  the  brethren  of  this  order,  and  in  the 
roll  of  the  6th  of  king  John,  in  the  tower,  entitled 
Be  Terris  Normannorum,  Robert  Bacun  is  faid  topof- 
fels  five  pound  rents  in  Dertford.  In  the  14th  year  of 
king  Edward  II.  Thomas  le  Archer,prior  ofSt.  fohn’s 
granted  in  ferm  to  one  of  the  family  of  Cobham,  a term 
in  the  manor  of  Dartford,’  the  intereft  in  which  de- 
Icended  down  to  John,  fon  and  heir  of  Henry  de  Cob- 
ham  anno  17  king  Edward  III.  who  obtained  a charter 
free  wa^en  all  his  demefne  lands  within  his 

^ Dartford.'  However,  I do  not  find  he  was 
poflefled  of  any  land  here  in  fee,  fo  that  this  manor 
continued  parcel  of  the  pofTeffions  of  thefe  knights  till 

i Ipecially  for  that  purpofe,  in 

which  this  order  was  fupprefied  in  England  and  Ire- 

thHdn^"^  ^ polTeffions  were  given  to 

The  manor  did  not  continue  long  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown ; for  I find  Sir  Maurice  Dennis,  of  St.  John’s, 

o T irSa:  fin  "“T’  ‘he  mano; 

ot  temple  Dartfoid,  in  his  own  name,  long  before 

and  to  the  t,me  ofhis  death,  in  the  5th  year  of  queen 

Elizabeth,  as  Ins  widow,  dame  Elizabeth  Dennis,  did 

■ Cot pJio p.  - p- 


afterwards. 


Now  ready  for  the  Press. 
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MEMORANDA 

OF 

DARTFORD 

AND  ITS 

NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

CHIEFLY  COMPILED  FROM  AUTHENTIC  UNPUBLISHED  DOCUMENTS  IN  THE  ARCHIVES  OP  THE  SEE  OF 
ROCHESTER,  THE  RECORDS  IN  THE  TOWER,  THE  ROLLS  CHAPEL,  STATE  PAPER  AND 
AUGMENTATION  OFFICES,  MSS.  IN  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM,  &C.  &C. 

Together  with  Original  Papers  kindly  furnished  by  some  of  the  first  literary  characters  in  the  Kingdom, 

BY 

JOHN  DUNKIN, 

AUTHOR  OF  THE  HISTORY  AND  ANTiaUITIES  OF  OXFORDSHIRE,  BICESTER,  &c. 

It  is  proposed  that  this  work  shall  contain  the  following  Copper  and  Wood  Engravings, 
the  latter  will  be  executed  by  Mr.  Timms. 

1.  A restored  representation  of  the  Priory  of  Dartford  as  it  appeared  previous  to  the  Dissolution. 

The  view  of  the  priory  church  is  copied  from  the  model  exhibited  on  a seal  appended  to  a deed  of  the  Con- 
vent, now  in  the  possession  of  the  Leather-sellers  Company  in  London  ; and  the  appearance  of  other 
portions  of  the  edifice  from  drawings  and  engravings  made  at  divers  periods — the  whole  verified  by 
plans  and  admeasurements  of  the  existing  remains,  taken  for  this  special  purpose. 

2.  An  engraving  of  the  Conventual  Seal  affixed  to  the  Subscription  to  the  Supremacy  of  Henry 
VIII.,  by  the  Prioress  and  Convent  of  Dartford,  from  the  original  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 

3.  A representation  of  the  ruins  of  the  priory  church  with  part  of  the  tower,  as  it  now  stands 
in  Mr.  Sears’s  garden. 

4.  An  external  view  of  Dartford  Church  as  it  appeared  previous  to  the  alteration  of  the  chancel 
window,  inserted  by  Bishop  Hamo  de  Heth. 
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5.  An  engraving  of  the  High  Street,  Dartford. 

6.  A view  of  the  east  end  of  the  Church  of  the  Preceptory  of  the  Knights  Hospitalers  at  St 
John’s,  in  the  parisli  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  taken  by  permission  of  Mrs.  Mumford,  the  proprietress. 

7.  An  interior  view  of  the  Saxon  chancel  of  Darent  churcli,  considered  the  oldest  edifice  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 


lOOl 


THE  LETTER-PRESS  WILL  COMPRISE 

besides  a description  of  ST.  EDMOND'S  CHAPEL — THE  CHORCH — HOSPITALS — CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS— 
CHAPELS  OF  DIFFERENT  DENOMINATIONS  AND  MANUFACTORIES  OP  THE  TOWN 
AND  NEIGHBOURHOOD  OF  DARTFORD} — 


I.  A chronological  history  of  the  Convent — its  several  endowments — benefactions — notices  of  its 
inmates — interments — dissolution,  and  subsequent  conversion  into  a Royal  Palace. 

This  article  comprises  the  substance  of  the  whole  of  the  existing  documents  relative  to  this  religious  foundation 
(for  which  the  writer  is  chiefly  indebted  to  the  late  venerable  and  erudite  John  Caley,  Esq.  F.S.A.  Keeper 
of  the  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office  and  Chapter  House,  Westminster.)  Particulars  of  the  Princess 
Bridget, daughter  of  Edward  lY.  one  of  the  Nuns  ; notices  of  her  mother.  Queen  Elizabeth  Woodville. — 
Interment  of  Lady  Catherinel  Berkeley,  and  others. — Incidents  of  the  Lady  Anne  of  Cleves. — Queen 
Elizabeth,  &c. 

II.  A translation  of  “ T/ie  Rental  of  Dartford  Priory  made  27  Henry  VII.,  by  order  of 
Dame  Elizabeth  Cressener,  the  Prioress,  on  the  oaths  of  the  tenants.” 

Tlie  original  document  given  by  the  Earl  of  Arundel  to  the  Royal  Society  has  heretofore  remained  inaccessi- 
ble, and  its  contents  are  for  the  first  time  exhibited  to  the  public  in  a literal  translation. — It  is  peculiarly 
interesting,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dartford,  but  to  all  those  parishes  in  which  the  Convent  had  Es- 
tates, ay  it  specifies  the  extent  and  value  of  all  their  lands,  the  names  of  their  tenants,  and  the  tenure  by  which 
they  held ; — incidentally  establishes  the  locality  of  the  Chantry  and  Hospital  endowments,  as  well  as 
those  belonging  to  private  individuals  and  monastic  institutions. — It  also  points  out  the  name,  occupa- 
tion and  abode  of  nearly  every  indindual  then  resident  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and  shews  the  situa- 
tion of  the  greater  portion  of  the  edifices  therein  existing. 

III.  Cojiies  of,  or  large  Extracts  from,  the  greater  part  of  the  Wills  of  persons  living  in  this 
neighbourhood,  registered  in  the  Archives  of  the  See  of  Rochester,  and  entered  in  the  first  eleven 
volumes;  viz.  from  1440,  to  the  latter  end  of  the  l(5th  Century.* 


Access  to  these  valuable  and  hitherto  unknown  records  has  been  obtained  for  the  writer  through  the  kindness 
of  the  Bishop  of  Rochester,  at  whose  recommendation  Messrs.  Essell  and  Twopenny  liberally  opened 
the  vast  stores  in  their  keeping  for  his  inspection  and  use. — These  Wills  occasionally  contain  references 
to  curious  subjects,  of  which  all  tradition  has  perished,  and  are  beyond  parallel,  the  most  interestingly  il- 
lustrative of  the  parishes  of  Dartford,  Crayford,  Bexley,  W’ilmington,  Stone,  Darent,  Sutton,  Horton, 


* All  the  earliest  Wills  are  in  Latin,  the  E.'itracts  are  translated. 
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Farninghara,  North  Cray,  Foot’s  Cray,  St.  Mary  Cray,  Orpington,  Farnborough,  Down,  Keston,  West 
Wickham,  Hayes,  Chislehurst,  Bromley,  Beckenham,  &c. — In  all  of  which  places,  they  not  only  elucidate 
the  descent  of  families  and  property,  but  show  with  what  Statues  of  Saints,  Altars  and  Lights,  the  piety 
of  individuals  then  decorated  their  parochial  Churches  and  Chapels. — They  also  specify  what  number  of 
masses  shall  be  celebrated  at  each  altar  for  the  repose  of  the  testators  and  all  Christian  souls — name  the 
priest  selected  to  sing  the  offices — and  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  the  performance.  This  prevailed  until  the 
alteration  of  religion  by  Henry  the  Eighth. — The  Wills  made  and  registered  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  VI. 
Queen  Mary,  and  until  the  final  establishment  of  the  protestant_  faith  towards  the  end  of  the  century, 
convey  the  most  vivid  portraiture  of  the  troubled  state  of  men’s  minds  in  matters  of  religion ; the  ma- 
jority evidently  attached  to  the  ancient  faith,  seeking  by  sundry  unusual  devices,  to  secure  provision  for 
the  weal  of  their  departed  spirits,  without  by  a breach  of  law  invalidating  their  Testaments  ; whilst  others 
animated  by  zeal  for  the  progress  of  the  reformation,  are  half  afraid  to  make  it  manifest,  lest  another  reli- 
gious revolution  should  brand  them  hereticks.— The  Wills  also  show  what  ceremonies  prevailed,  and 
what  doles  were  given  at  the  times  of  interment— and  in  the  absence  of  all  monumental  evidence  and 
family  tradition,  frequently  specify  in  what  part  of  the  church  or  cemetery  the  body  of  the  testator  was 
laid,  and  the  reason  whieh  made  him  select  the  spot. 

IV.  Notices  of  the  most  striking  objects  in  the  several  parishes  referred  to. 

Here  the  Author  begs  to  say  that  he  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  by  communications  from  any  of  the  resident 
Clergy  or  Gentry,  particularly  if  favored  by  plates,  drawings,  &c. 


Many  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Dartford  and  Bromley 
laving  already  offered  their  names  as  Subscribers,  the  Author  begs  to  add,  that  the  Work  will  be  put 
p Press  when  170  Copies  are  Subscribed  for,  a less  number  not  clearing  the  expense  of  printing  and 
igravings. — The  impression  will  be  limited  to  200  copies. — The  price  is  expected  to  be  about  14s. 
ut  will  not  exceed  18s. — The  manner  in  which  the  work  will  be  executed  may  be  judged  from 
le  author’s  Oxfordshire. 


Subscriber’s  Names  will  be  received  by  IFliittaker , Treacher  and  Co.  Ave-Maria  Lane,  London  ; J , Dunkin, 
igh-strcet,  Bromley,  and  by  his  Son  at  the  Dartford  Printing  Office. 
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afterwards."  However,  it  was  again  veiled  In  the 
hands  of  the  crown  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  James  I.  for  that  king,  in  his  4th  year,  granted 
it  to  the  earl  of  Salilbury,  in  exchange  for  Theobalds, 
and  other  lands,  as  will  be  more  fully  mentioned  below. 
Since  which  it  has  remained  under  the  fame  title  of 
ownerfliip  that  the  manor  and  priory  of  Dartford  has, 
and  is,  with  them,  now  In  thepofTefTionofSir  Charles  Mor- 
gan, bart.  of  Hercfordfliire,  in  trull  as  before-mentioned. 
^ The  priory  of  Dartford  was  founded  by  king 
Edward  IIL*  who  feems  to  have  had  a different  inten- 
tion at  firft,  in  the  foundation  of  this  monaftery,  than 
that  he  afterwards  put  in  execution.  His  firft  defign 
appears,  by  his  patent  In  his  36th  year,  to  have  placed 
in  it  twenty-four  fillers  and  fix  brothers,  to  whom  he 
gave  two  hundred  marcs,  viz.  ten  marcs  for  each,  to 
be  received  yearly  at  his  exchequer  for  ever,  or  until 
he  ftaould  otherwife  provide  for  them.*  His  patent  of 
endowment  bears  date  in  his  46th  year,  in  which  he 
granted  to  Maud,  the  priorefs  of  the  monaftery  of  St. 
Mary  and  St.  Margaret  the  Virgins,  in  Dartford, 
founded  there  by  him,  of  the  order  of  St.  Auguftine, 
and  under  the  government  of  the  order  of  Friars 
Preachers,  among  other  premifes  in  the  counties  of 
Suffolk,  Surry,  Wilts,  Hereford,  in  London,  and  in 
Wales,  the  following  in  the  county  of  Kent,  viz.  the 
monaftery  and  feite  of  it,  (where  the  priorefs  and  con- 
vent then  dwelt)  the  manors  of  Shipborne  and  Porte- 
brugge,  late  Robert  Bicknore’s  ; the  advowfon  of  the 
chapel  of  St.  Edmund  the  Martyr,  in  Dartford  j all 
thofe  lands  and  tenements  which  the  priorefs  and  con- 
vent lately  had,  of  the  grant  of  John  Bronde,  chaplain, 
which  were  lately  William  Clapte’s,  and  Joan  his  wife  s, 
in  Dartford,  Stone,  Wilmington,  and  Southfieet,  and 

“ Court  rolls  of  this  manor. 

" Tanner  in  his  Monafticon,  fays  in  i355>  P*  22^. 

^ Tan.  Mon.  p.  226. 
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304  dartford  and  Wilmington  hundred. 
ieveral  other  houfes,  lands  and  rents,  in  Dartford  and 
Wilmington,  late  William  de  Wilmington’s  j and 
others  in  Dartford,  which  belonged  to  the  king ; and 
all  thofe  which  were  Alice  Perer’s,  in  Wilmington, 
Stone,  Southfleet,  and  Merfli,  in  this  county ; and  a 
plat  of  ground  in  Dartford,  called  the  Caftel-place: 
and  rent  in  Dartford,  late  William  Morgaunt’s  j and 

the  manor  of  Hecchefliam,  in  the  counties  of  Surry 
and  Kentn-  ^ 


King  Richard  IL  in  his  8th  year,  gave  to  this  mo- 
miftcry  l.mds  .n  Norfolk,  for  the  fupport  of  a chap- 
lain, to  perform  cINine  offices  daily  in  the  infirmary 
chapel,  then  lately  built,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ficlc 
brothers  and  fiflers  there. 

King  Edward  IV.  in  his  fir.fi  year,  confirmed  their 
pvifleflions  to  them,  and  in  his  7th  year  granted  them 
a new  patent  Of  incorporation,  on  account  of  fome  im- 
perfedion  found  in  their  former  grants.^  It  feems  they 
changed  the  order  they  were  of  at  firft  i for  at  the  dif- 
lolution  they  were  dominicans,  but  under  the  govern- 
ment  or  black  friars,  and  thofe  of  Langley,  in  Hert- 
tordfhiie,  appear  to  have  had  that  care. 

Ladies  of  fevcral  noble  families  have  been  prioreffes 
and  religious  in  this  houfe.  Bridget,  fourth  daughter 
oHcing  Edward  IV.  was  a nun  here  ; and  at  the  time 
ofthefuppreffion  the  priorefs  and  the  feveral  nuns,  as 
may  be  feen  by  their  names,  were  of  the  bell  and  moft 
aiiuent  families  in  this  county.  Several  women  of  no- 
bility have  been  buried  here ; as  the  lady  Brido-et 
above-mentioned;  the  lady  Joane,  daughter  of Ihe 
lord  Scroope,  of  Bolton  ; lady  Margaret,  daughter  of 
the  lord  Beaumont,  both  prioreffes  here  ; and  Catha- 
rine, widow  of  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  who  was  buried 

in  our  lady  s chapel  in  this  priory,  in  the  i8th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIIIP  ^ 


Revfo  Kotr  p.  136.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p. 

Ht.  r K.  Eclw.  IV.  p.  7,  n.  16.  Cart.  7;Ed.^V.  n.  i and  c 
Lamb.  Per.  p.  491.  . See  Weever,  p.  335. 
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DARTFORD. 

Though  the  priorefs  and  convent  of  Dartford,  by 
their  public  inftrument,  dated  May  14,  anno  26  king 
Henry  VIII.  figned  to  the  act  of  fucceflion,  and  the 
king’s  fupremacy,  yet  that  did  not  fave  them  from  the 
general  deftrudion  which  foon  after  fell  on  thefe 
houfes;  and  they  were  prevailed  on  to  fiirrender 
up  their  houfe,  lands,  and  poITefllons  into  the  king’s 
hands. 

This  priory  was  valued  at  the  fupprenion  at 
380I.  9s.  Old.  per  annum,  according  to  Dugdale ; or 
400I.  8s.  according  to  Speed.  Joane  Fane,  alias  Vane, 
the  priorefs  at  the  time  of  the  furrender,  had  a penfion 
of  661.  13s.  4d.  per  annum  ; and  there  were  twenty- 
three  nuns,  who  had  penfions  from  40s.  to  61.  per 
annum  each.'’ 

King  Henry  VIII.  kept  the  fcite  of  the  priory,  the 
buildings  belonging  to  it,  and  the  gardens  and  orchards 
adjoining  in  his  own  hands,  as  a houfe  fit  for  the  refi- 
dence  of  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  ; and  they  remained 
in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in 
his  2d  year,  in  confideration  of  the  furrendry  of  lands 
in  Surry,  granted  to  the  lady  Anne  of  Cleves,  the  repu- 
diated wife  of  king  Flenry  VIII.  his  manor  of  Dart- 
ford, with  its  appurtenances,  belonging  to  the  late 
priory;  his  park,  called  Wafhmeade,  in  Dartford; 
the  fcite  of  the  late  monaftery  or  priory  of  Dartford, 
together  with  the  houfes,  buildings,  gardens  and  or- 
chards belonging  to  it,  with  all  waters,  fifheries,  wears, 
courts-leet,  views  of  frank-pledge,  liberties,  warrens, 
&c.  with  other  premifes  therein-mentioned,  to  the  late 
priory  belonging  to  him  in  Dartford,  to  hold  for  her 
natural  life,  or  fo  long  as  fhe  fliould  re  fide  within  the 
realm,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  18I.  i6s.  iH. 

Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  490  and  526.  Diigd^  Mon.  vol.  1. 
p.  1041.  Speed,  p,  1059.  Willis’s  Mitred  Abbies,  append,  p.  13. 
Of  thefe  the  priorefs  and  eighteen  nuns  remained  penfioned  in 
1553.  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  98. 
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3o6  dartford  and  Wilmington  hundred. 

The  lady  Anne  of  Clev'ts  died  poflelled  of  thefe  pre- 
mlfcs  in  die  4th  of  queen  Mary  j after  which  they  were, 
next  year,  granted  to  the  houfe  of  the  friars  preachers 
at  Langley,  in  Hertfordfhire,  then  reftored  j but  on  their 
dilTolution  again  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Elizabedi,  they 
once  more  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  the  queen  kept 
them  in  her  own  hands,  and  refted  in  her  own  houfe 
here  in  her  return  from  a progrefs  fhe  had  made  into 
Kent,  in  the  i6th  year  of  her  reign  ; in  which  ftate 
they  remained  till  king  James  I.  in  his  4th  year,  granted 
the  manor  of  Dartford,  alias  Temples,  in  Dartford, 
parcel  of  the  pofTefTions  of  the  late  priory  of  St.  John 
of  Jerufalem  ; the  manor  of  Dartford,  fometime  parcel 
of  the  pofTeflions  of  the  late  priory  or  monafter}^  of 
Dartford  ; the  feite  and  manfion  of  the  faid  late  priory, 
and  all  the  lands  in  Dartford  and  Wilmington  belong- 
ing  thereto  j and  all  other  the  king’s  lands  and  poflef- 
fions  in  thofe  parifhes,  among  other  premifes,  to  Ro- 
bert Cecil,  earl  of  Salifbury,  in  exchange  for  the  houfe 
and  manor  of  Theobalds,  in  Hertfordfhire,  and  other 
lands,  to  hold  of  the  king,  as  of  his  manor  of  Eaft 
Greenwich,  by  fealty  only,  in  free  and  common  focage, 
and  not  in  chief,  or  by  knight’s  fervice ; yielding  and 
paying  to  the  king,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  for  die 
manor  of  Temples,  20I.  14s.  ^d.  and  for  the  manor, 
Icite,  and  lands  late  belonging  to  Dartford  priory,  the 
rents  of  which  at  that  time  were  307I.'  per  annum  ; of 
which  the  fifhery  was  three  pounds  per  annum,  and 
the  toll  of  the  market  fifty  pounds,  by  which  it  fhould 
feem  that  there  were  two  markets  then  held  here,  of 
which  this  was  by  far  the  moft  confiderable  rent ; the 
other,  belonging  to  the  royal  manor  of  Dartford,  as 
appears  before  in  the  account  of  that  manor,  during 
the  life  of  Sir  Edward  Darcy,  nothing,  and  after  his 
deceafe,  forty-nine  pounds  and  two  and  twenty-pence 

Inrolmcnts  Aiigtn.  off.  Tan.  Mon,  p.  188.  Strype’s  Annals, 
vol.  11.  p.  314. 
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halfpenny  ; which  exchange  was  confirmed  by  adb  of 
parliament  that  year. 

By  a conveyance,  inrolledin  the  king’s  bench,  anno 
10  king  James  I.  the  earl  of  Salilbury,  and  Sir  Williarrt 
Cecil,  his  fon  and  heir  apparent,  conveyed  thefe  ma- 
nors, fcite,  and  other  premifes  to  Sir  Robert  Darcy, 
by  one  of  whofe  defcendants  the  Temple’s  farm,  which 
formed  a confiderable  part  of  this  eftate,  was  feparated 
from  it,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  though  it  has 
fince  again  become  united  to  it.  Since  which  thefe 
manors  and  eftates  have  continued  under  the  fame  title 
of  ownerfhip  as  the  other  manor,  already  fully  de- 
fcribed,  has,  and  is,  with  that,  now  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
Sir  Cha.  Morgan,  hart,  for  the  truft  above  mentioned. 

On  Sir  Edward  Darcy’s  taking  pofleflion  of  this 
houfe,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  Dartford-place  ; by 
which  name,  and  that  of  the  Place-houfe,  it  has  been 
called  ever  fince.  The  prefent  remains  of  this  priory, 
or  Place-houfe,  are  built  of  brick,  of  about  the  time 
of  king  Henry  VII.  They  confift  of  a large  gate- 
houfe,  and  a fouth  wing  adjoining  to  it,  now  ufed  as 
the  farm-houfe.  The  reft  of  the  fcite  of  the  priory  was 
where  the  farmer’s  garden  and  ftack-yard  now  are.  It 
appears  to  have  been  a vaft  pile  of  building,  and  doubt- 
lefs  very  noble,  as  appears  by  the  great  number  of  foun- 
dations of  crofs  walls,  drains,  &c.  which  have  been  dif- 
coveredj  and  which,  with  its  environs,  took  up  a great 
extent  of  land.  On  the  north- eaft  fide  were  large  gar- 
dens and  orchards,  encompafled  with  the  antient  ftonc 
wall  ftill  entire,  and  more  than  half  a mile  round,  inclo- 
fing  a piece  of  ground  of  twelve  acres,  which  has  been 
for  fome  years  occupied  by  a public  gardener.  It  lies 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  northward  of  the  weft  end  of 
the  town  of  Dartford,  the  antient  road  leading  to  it 
was,  by  the  turning  out  of  the  London  road,  a little 
weftward  of  the  town,  by  the  prefent  workhoufe, 
through  a field  ftill  called  King’s-field,  the  ftreet  from 
thence  called  the  water  fide  now  leading  to  it. 
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_ The  manor  of  Porteridge,  alias  Bignors,  men- 
tioned above  to  have  been  given  to  the  priory  of  Dart- 
ford,  at  its  endowment  by  king  Edward  III.  was,  in 
the  earlier  part  of  that  reign,  in  polfcffion  of  the  family 
of  Bicknore.'*  In  the  book  for  levying  forty  fliillings 
upon  every  knight’s  fee,  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign, 
John  de  Bykenore,  and  his  coparceners,  anfwered  for 
one  fee,  which  Peter  de  Anelliam,  Roger  de  Bykenore, 
John  le  Clerk,  and  Reginald  le  Tanner  held  in  Dart- 
ford,  of  Roger  de  Leftchequer,  and  he  againof  War- 
ren de  Montchenfie.  The  above  charter  of  kin'’’  Ed- 
ward mentions  its  having  lately  belonged  to  R^obert 
Bicknore.  King  Henry  V.  in  his  firft  year,  confirmed 
this  manor  to  the  priory,  with  the  addition  of  feveral 
liberties,  as  did  king  Edward 

In  a rental  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  knights  of 
St.  John’s  in  this  parilh,  taken  in  the  ift  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  the  manor  of  Portbrege,  otherwife  called 
Bykenores,  was  held  by  the  priorefs  of  Dartford,  of 
the  manor  of  Dartford  Temple,  by  the  yearly  rent  of 
ten  fhilJings. 

Elizabeth  Creflener,  priorefs,  and  the  convent  here, 
by  their  indenture,  under  their  common  feal,  anno  26 
king  Henry  VIII.  let  to  George  TafTer,  of  Dartford, 
their  manor  of  Bignours,  their  two  water-mills,  called 
the  \\  heat-miU,  and  the  Malt-mlU,  and  feveral  other 
premifts  to  the  manor  appertaining,  in  Dartford,  at  the 
rent  of  twelve  pounds.  This  leafe,  after  the  diffolu- 
tion,_  came  into  the  hands  of  William  Vaughan,  be- 
onging  to  the  king  s W'ardrobe ; who  had  afterwards 
feveral  reneivals  of  his  leafe,  the  laft  of  which  was  in 
the  1 2 th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth.'  Sir  John  Spilman 
had  foon  afterwards  a grant  of  this  manor  from  that 
queen,  and  on  part  of  it,  being  the  fcite  of  the 
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mills  before-mentioned,  erecl:ed  a paper-millj  probably 
the  firft  of  the  kind  in  England,  for  the  making  of 
writing  paper,  and  died  potTeffed  of  it  in  1607.  He 
was  the  queen’s  jeweller,  and  in  the  31ft  year  of  her 
reign,  had  a licence  for  the  foie  gathering  for  ten  years 
of  all  rags,  &c.  neceflary  for  the  making  of  fuch  paper.^ 
He  is  faid  to  have  brought  over  fea  with  him  in  his 
portmanteau,  two  lime  trees,  a tree  unfeen  before  in 
thefe  parts,  and  planted  them  here.  Thefe  trees,  which, 
from  their  texture,  were  well  worth  the  obfervation  of 
the  curious,  flood  near  the  dwelling- houfe  of  the  pow- 
der-mills, and  were  cut  down  within  thefe  few  years. 

The  manor  of  Bignors,  with  tlie  rights  belonging 
to  it,  after  feveral  intermediate  owners,  pafTed  in- 
to the  name  of  Coote,  at  which  time  there  was  a large 
manufadlory  of  gunpowder  carried  on  at  it,  by  MefT. 
Pike  and  Edfall,  the  mills  for  which  were  built  on  the 
fcite  of  the  other  mills  formerly  belonging  to  the  priory 
as  before-mentioned.  They  afterwards  purchafed  the 
freehold  of  this  manor,  and  on  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pike,  Mr.  Edfall  became  folely  pofTefTed  of  it,  and  was 
fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon  Mr.  Thomas  Edfall,  who  in 
1778  becoming  a bankrupt,  it  was  fold  by  his  affignees 
to  MefT.  Pigou  and  Andrews,  who  now  poflefs  it,  and 
carry  on  the  above  manufaflure  at  it  to  a very  large 
extent. 

Charles  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  was  for- 
merly the  eftate  of  an  antient  family  from  which  it  took 
its  name  ; one  of  whom  was  Edward  Charles,  who  was 
captain  and  admiral  of  the  fleet  from  the  Thames 
mouth  northward,  as  appears  by  the  patent,  anno  34 
king  Edward  I.  After  they  had  left  the  poflelTion  of 
it,  which  was  about  the  beginning  of  king  Richard  IPs 
reign,  Nicholas,  fonof  Sir  John  de  Brembre,  became 
proprietor  of  it ; who  becoming  obnoxious  by  his  at- 
tachment to  the  unwarrantable  mealures  adopted  by 
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king  Richard  II.  was  attainted  in  the  loth  year  of  that 
reign,  and  forfeited  both  his  life  and  eftate.  Soon  af- 
ter which  this  manor  was  by  that  king  granted  to 
Adam  Bamme,  efq.  of  London,  goldfmith,  who  was 
twice  lord-mayor  of  London,  in  the  14th  and  20th 
years  of  that  reign.  One  of  his  defcendants  fold  it  to 
William  Rothelej  whofe  fon,  Roger,  died  poffclfed 
ot  It  m the  I ith  year  of  king  Edward  I V.*'  In  the  be- 
ginning of  king  Edward  Vlth’s  reign  it  was  come  into 
the  polTeffion  of  William  D’Aeth,  gent,  principal  of 
Maples  Inn,  and  anceftor  of  the  D’Aeths,  of  Knowlton, 
in  this  county  and  his  grandibn,  Thomas  D’Aeth, 
m the  time  of  king  James,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to 
Erancis  Goldfmith,  efq.  of  Mar  dials- court,  in  Cray- 
ford,  who  afterwards  fold  it  to  Edmund  Tooke,  gent. 

murth  fon  of  George  Tooke,  elq.  of  Bere-court,  near 
Dover. 

This  Edmund  had  a fon,  Edmund,  and  one  daughr 
ter,  who  married  Mr.  Vernetti,  whofe  arms  were. 
Parted  per  chevron,  in  the  upper  part  a mullet,  in  the 
l^er  three  trees  fefways  on  a bank  proper.  By  him 
e had  only  one  daughter,  Anna-Margaretta,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Francis  Edwards,  efq.  Edmund 
Tooke  laft- mentioned  died  without  ifllie,  about  1706  ; 
upon  which  this  manor  defcended  to  his  fifter’s  daugh- 
ter, Anna-Margaretta,  above-mentioned  j and  her  huf- 
and  Francis  Edwards,  elq  who  bore  for  his  arms. 
Parted  per  bend  ermine  and  ermines,  over  all  a lion  ram- 
pant or , he  became  in  her  right  poflelfed  of  it.  By 
her  he  had  one  daughter.  On  his  death  it  was  polTelTed 
in  jointure  by  his  widow,  who  furvived  him  many 
years  j and  on  her  death,  in  1765,  it  came  into  the 
pofleflion  of  Gerard -Anne  Edwards,  efq.  the  natural 
Ion  and  devifee  of  her  daughter  before-mentioned.  He 

*'  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  anni. 

■ Phihpott,  p.  128,  and  Viftn.  co.  Kent,  i6iq. 
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married  the  lady  Jane  Noel,  fecond  daughter  of  Bap- 
tift,  earl  of  Gainlborough,  and  died  in  1774,  leaving 
her  furviving,  and  a fon,  Gerard  Noel  Edwards,  efq. 
who  married  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Mid- 
dleton, bart.  by  whom  he  has  feveral  children.  He  is 
knight  of  the  Ihire  for  the  county  of  Rutland,  and  is 
the  prefent  pofleflbrof  this  manor. 

There  is  a court-baron  held,  and  feveral  fmall  quit- 
rents  are  paid  to  it,  amounting  in  all  to  about  fcrty-two 
Ihillings  for  houfes  and  lands  in  Dartford. 

The  manor-houfe  is  now  a fmall  mean  cottage,  oc- 
cupied by  a gardener,  and  ftands  a fmall  diftance 
northward  from  the  prefent  manfion-houle,  which  is  a 
handfome  antient  building,  of  the  time  of  king 
James  I.  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the  high-ftreet, 
about  the  middle  of  the  town,  but  it  has  been  lately 
much  disfigured  by  turning  the  lower  part  of  it  into 
Ihops. 

Horseman’s-place  is  a manfion  of  fome  note  in 
this  parilh,  fituated  fouthward  of  the  high-ftreet  in 
Lowfield,  clofe  to  the  little  ftream,  called  the  Cranford. 
In  the  14th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  this  houfe,  with 
the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  was  owned  by  one  Thomas 
de  Luda,  between  whom  and  Thomas,  abbot  of  Lef- 
nes,  there  was  a compofition  touching  the  paflage  of  a 
current  of  water  here.  It  next.feems  to  have  come  into 
the  family  of  Shardelow  j one  of  whom,  Thomas  de 
Shardelow,  poffefted  it  about  the  beginning  of  king 
Henry  V’s  reign,  and  on  his  death  left  it  to  his  daugh- 
ter, Margaret,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas 
Horfeman  j'  and  he,  probably,  new  built  the  manfion 
here,  and  called  it  after  his  own  name } on  his  death, 
in  the  beginning  of  king  Henry  Vlth’s  reign,  without 
ilTue,  Margaret,  his  widow,  became  entitled  to  the  pof- 
leflion  of  it,  and  held  it  in  her  own  right  of  the  manor 
of  Temple  Dartford,  in  the  9th  year  of  Henry  VI. 

} Philipott,  p.  laS.  Court-rolls  of  Temples  manar. 
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as  appears  by  the  court-rolls  of  that  manor.  She 
died  in  the  1 9th  year  of  that  reign,  and  bequeathed  it 
to  her  kinfman,  Thomas  Brune,  alias  Brown ; whole 
daughter  and  foie  heir,  Katherine,  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Robert  Blage,  or  Blague,  one  of  the  barons 
ot  the  court  of  exchequer,  who  left  by  her  Barnabie 
Blage;  and  he,  in  the  33d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  John  Byer,  w'ho  rebuilt  the 
manfion  and  the  gate-houfe,  as  appears  by  the  initial 
letters  of  his  name,  and  the  date,  1551,  on  the  latter. 
By  his  w'ill,  iri  1572,  he  founded  four  alms-houles  in 
Lowfield,  adjoining  to  his  manfion,  endowing  them  out 
of  certain  lands  mentioned  therein;  and  devifed  his 
manor  or  manfion,  called  Horfemans,  or  Brunes-place, 
to  his  eldefl;  fon,  Henry,  in  tail-general,  with  remain 
der  to  his  fecond  fon,  Nicholas. 

John  Byer,  who  as  well  as  his  defeendants,  were 
commonly  called  and  written  Beer,  had  by  his  firfb 
wife  Alice,  only  daughter  and  heir  to  William  Nyfell, 
of  Wrotham,  three  fons  and  two  daughters,  Anne, 
married  to  Chriftopher  Twifleton,  efq.  of  Barley,  in 
Yorklhire,  and  Dorothy.  Of  the  fons,  the  youngeft, 
Nicholas,  (his  two  eldefl  brothers  having  died,  y.  f>.) 
fucceeded  to  this  ellate,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent, 
a bear  faliant  fable,  muzzled  or,  a canton  gule  quartered 
with  Nifell,  three  garbs  or,  a chief  ermine. 

After  which  John  Beer,  as  well  as  his  brother  Cle- 
ment,  gmndfons  of  Nicholas  above-mentioned,  dying 
without  iflue,  Edward  Beer,  their  uncle,  became  their 
heir,  and  poffelTed  Horfemans-place,  which  he  enjoyed 
but  a fmall  time,  and  dying  without  ilTue  about  1627, 
bequeathed  it,  together  with  the  reft  of  his  lands  in 
Kent,  to  his  coiifin  John  Twifleton,  grandlbn  of  Chrif- 
topher  Twifleton,  efq.  of  Barley,  by  Anne,  his  aunt, 
daughter  of  John  Beer.  He  was  of  Drax,  in  York- 
fliire,  and  was  uncle  and  heir  of  Sir  George  Twifleton, 

”■  Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  1619. 

bart. 


DARTFORD 


^T^HE  Second  Anniversary  Meeting'  c 
the  Vestry  Room^  Dartford,  on  Thursday 
he  the  result  of  its  Transactions  since  the 

Net  Amount  of  Money  deposited  . . . 
Returned  to  Depositors  with  InteresI 
Present  Amount  of  Deposits  with  the 

surplus  

Present  Number  of  Depositors  153 
Amount  of  Deposits  at  the  last  Genei 
Increase  since,  being  a period  of  onh 


TABLE,  shewing  the  Produce  of  IV teh 

supposing  the  Im 


At 

l.s.  pel' 
week. 

2s. 

per  v>eek. 

3s. 

per  week. 

r 

At  the  end 

of  5 Years  J 

14  1 7 

28  3 3 

42  4 10 

1 

At  the  end 

of  10  Years  / 

31  4 3 

02  8 793  12  10 

r. 

At  the  end 

of  15  Years  J 

52  1 3 

104  2 0 

150  3 9 

2( 

At  the  end 

of  20  Year.s  / 

77  8 0 154  16  10  232  5 3 

3( 

If  a Person  wishes  to  know  what  ISs.  14s.  16 

8s.  9s.  and  10 

.\ncl  again — 1 Is.  a week  will  be 
I.Ss.  Ditto 
1.5  s.  Ditto 
17  s.  Ditto 
19.S.  Ditto 

I’l  iutt'd  by  the 


i 


dartford\  bank  fcr  sa kings. 


J-  HE  Secon.l  Aunivcsary  MecUug  if  the  Officers  and  Qnmittee  of  this  Institution,  uas  held  at 
Dartford,  on  Thursdal  tlie  ICll,  Day  of  Apr,  1818,  when  the  following  appeared  to 
be  the  lesult  of  its  Transactions  since  th3  first  opening-  of  the  Bnk,  on  the  6tli  of  April,  1816.^^ 


Net  Amount  of  Money  deposited 
Returned  to  Depositors  with  Interes 
I icsent  Amount  of  Deposits  with  thit  Interest  and  Increase 
surplus 

Present  Number  of  Depositors  153 
Amount  of  Deposits  at  the  last  Genei'i 


Increase  since,  being  a period  of  only  Seven  Months 




>y  Division  of  £40 


al  Meeting,  on  25th  Si 


This  mpta  increase  tn  the  deposits  affords  tl.e  radst  gratifying 
reaeet.ons  to  the  Ofteers  and  Committee,  and  the  strongest 
proof  that  nothing  hot  a knowledge  and  understaiding  of  the 
system  was  wanting,  to  convince  the  industrious  ilassl  of  its 
mcalculablc  benefits.  ] 

The  a<mri=Iimg  state  of  the  Institution  has,  hoiever,  led  to 
a report,  tliiit  the  greater  part  of  the  deposits  areiiade  by  per- 
sons not  vvitliin  Its  objects.  This  is  not  the  fact ; fli  no  instance 
has  any  individual  deposited  more  than  the  Act  of  Parliament 
allows,  and  (except  about  ^300  lodged  for  childrii,  and  a few 
othei^s  not  iininediately  ilependant  on  their  own  lAtour,  to  the 

cotlfeist  entirely 

Of  the  working  and  menial  classes.  ^ 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe  the  improving  state  lof  the  little 
thTs  Banf  ''“’f  themselves  of  the  first  opening  of 

X t it’  ""ll  '■'  enntinued  steadily  ever  sini  to  deposit 
what  they  coiild  save  from  tlieir  earnings:  many  if  them  now 

L^ltr  "Terfd'^''’'”i'’,"'““‘  ever\xpecte.I;o  reXel 

SDit-it  oftrno^  ’ 'in  'tyn  PnC'everaiice  in  the  same  laudable 

h^H  lann!  a I ^"'1  pa^t  labour, 

in  a happy  independance,  the  fruits  of  their  early  iiiLstry. 

Stamial  hene'fir"?  of  thLnb- 

stantial  benefits  to  depositors,  who,  in  the  time  of  unlooked 

swiwe'lfnbe^ tesource  in  their  savings  thus 
sect  lel)  placed;  and  have  been  thereby  preserved  as  they  ein- 
phmically  state  themselves,  from  distress  and  misery  ^Phus 
pitseived,  they  have  again,  with  alacrity,  renewed  their  de 
'“’s  vin':  "for  h'ad“.pt 

may  ;i"d\!p::;ted‘';i':hTd“‘nl""L"i;  »y 

ten^tations  to  spend,  which  money  in  the^rocket^ge'er.'li; 
A shilling  deposited  weekly,  from  the  birth  of  a child  to  the 


ptember,  1817. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

2451 

15 

0 

325 

4 

2255 

J3 

lOf 

905 

16 

0 

1545 

19 

0 

age  of  fourtejn,  will  produce,  by  easy  and  imperceptible  ineaiM, 
more  tjan  sufficient  to  put  him  apprentice  to  a respect- 
able trade,  the  apprentice,  out  of  his  wages  or  other  perqiii> 
sites,  depositng  one  shilling  and  six-pence,  or  only  one  shilling 
weekly,  wilJ,tit  the  end  of  seven  )ears  apprenticeship,  be  master 
in  the  first  injtance  of  ^30,  and  in  the  second  to  se20,  to  fur- 
nish himself  with  tools  and  other  requisites  j and,  having  thus 
the  means  of  pursuing  his  trade,  if,  as  a journeyman,  he  deposit 
five  shillings  fa  week,  he  will,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  possess 
a sum  of  ^70,  at  the  end  of  ten  years  sSl56,  and  so  on.  See 
the  annexed  tabic. 

The  Bank  open  for  receiving  and  paying  out  deposits  every 
day,  except  i^ndays,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Janline,  near  the 
Church,  Dartfordj  and,  for  the  convenience  of  persons  at  a 
distance,  Coijtiiittees  arc  appointed  in  the  adjacent  Parishes, 
(the  Minister!  being  always  one)  for  receiving  deposits,  which 
arc  regularly  transmitted  to  the  Depository,  at  Dartford. 

Any  sum,  not  less  than  one  shilling  at  a lime,  is  received  into 
the  Bank,  as  it  can  be  spared  by  the  Depositor,  who  is  furnished 
with  a book,jin  which  his  payments  are  entered,  to  be  kept  by 
himself;  ana  be  is  at  liberty  to  withdraw  all  or  any  part  of  his 
deposits,  witi  the  interest,  as  he  may  choose. 

The  Fundaof  the  Bank  are,  according  to  a late  Act  of  Par- 
liament, iiiveted  in  Government  securities,  at  interest.  All 
surplus  interest  is  divided  amongst  the  depositors;  and  ail  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  management  are,  by  the  same  Act,  pro- 
hibited frorajderiving  any  benefit  to  themselves  from  the  Insti- 
tution. I 

The  Trustfees  are,  Thomas  Caldecott,  Esq.;  the  Rev.  John 
Currey;  Johi(i  Tasker,  Esq. ; Charles  Hussey  Fleet,  Esq. ; John 
Henry  Taylof,  Esq.  Crayford;  Thomas  Walker,  Esq.;  and 
Thomas  Bro^dley  Fooks,  Esq.;  Treasurer,  William  Budgen. 
Esq. 

JOHN  CURREY,  Cfinirman. 


TABLE,  shewing  the  Produce  of  WeeUtj  Sums  at  Compound  Interest  at  4 per  Cent,  at  certain  Periods 
supposing  the  Interest  to  be  added  to  the  Capital  annually.  ’ 


At 

l.s.  per 
week. 

2s. 

per  week. 

3s. 

per  week. 

4s. 

er  week. 

5s. 

per  week. 

6s. 

per  week. 

7s. 

per  week . 

At  the  end 

• 

of  5 Years  / 

14  I 7 

28  3 3 

42  4 10 

56  6 6 

70  8 1 

84  9 9 

98  11  3 

Al  the  end 

of  10  Years/ 

31  4 3 

6?,  8 7 

93  12  10 

'5 

14  17  3 

156  16 

187  5 10 

218  10  1 

At  the  end  "l 

of  15  Years/ 

52  1 3 

104  2 6 

156  3 9 

ll 

38  5 0 

260  6 2 

312  7 e 

364  8 8 

At  the  end  i 

of  20  Years  J 

7/  8 0 154  10  10232  5 3 

t 

39  13  9j387  2 2 

464  10  8 

341  19  1 

8s. 
per  week. 


9s- 

per  week. 


lOs. 

per  week. 


112  13  0 
249  14  5 
4l6  9 11 

619  7 6I696  6 0V74  4 4 


126  14  6140  16  2 
280  18  8312  3 0 
468  11  2 520  12  5 


If  a Pui  son  wishc-s  to  know  wbat  ISs.  14.  ||  , 18s.  or  20s.  a week  will  produce,  it  will  be  twice  the  produc.  of  6.  Is 
8«.  98.  and  l|  y.  a week,  according  to  the  above  Table.  ^ **' 


.\nd  again — lU.  a week  will  b* 
13s.  Ditto 
Ditto 
17  s.  Ditto 
19,?.  Ditto 


equal  to  the  produce  of  5s.  and  6s.  a week  added  together. 

Ditto  6s.  and  7s.  Ditto  Ditto. 

Ditto  Ts.  audSs.  Ditto 

Ditto  8s.  and  9s.  Ditto 

Ditto  9s.  and  10s.  Ditto 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto- 


Printed  by{|,  I'biUnthropic  Society,  St.  George’s  Fields. 
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bart.  of  Barley,  theantient  paternal  feat  of  the  familyj 
who  bore  for  their  arms,  Argent,  a chevron  between  3 
moles  fable,  which  coat  was  confirmed  by  Segar  Nor- 
roy  in  1602,  anno  4.5  Elizabeth."  His  fon,  John 
Twifleton,  efq.  was  of  Horfemans-place,  and  had  four 
wives;  by  the  third  of  whom,  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter 
and  coheir  of  James,  vifcount  Say  and  Seale,  who  died 
in  1673,  buried  in  Bunhill-fields  buiying- 

ground,°  he  left  furviving  an  only  daughter,  Cecil, 
who  married  firft,  George  Twifleton,  of  Wormefly,  in 
Yorkfliire,  by  whom  fhe  had  a fon  and  heir;  and  fe- 
condly,  Robert  Mignon.  John  Twifleton  before- 
mentioned  died  in  1 682,  having  bequeathed  this  manor 
and  feat  to  his  nephew,  John,  eldeft  fon  of  his  younger 
brother,  Philip,  who  poflelTed  them  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1721.  Pie  died  without  iflue,  and  by  his  will 
devifed  this  eftate  to  his  nephew  John  Twifleton,  fon 
of  his  brother  Thomas,  in  tail  male,  (who  had  like- 
wife  a daughter,  Mary,  married  to  the  Rev.  Jofias 
Cockfliutt,  who  will  be  further  mentioned  hereafter) 
and  after  divers  intermediate  remainders,  then  to  Fi- 
ennes Twifleton,  fon  of  Cecil  Mignon,  efq.  by  her  firft 
hufband,  George  Twifleton  before-mentioned. 

John  Twifleton,  the  nephew  and  devifee  before- 
mentioned,  poflefled  this  eftate,  and  died  in  1757, 
without  iflue,  having  left  his  eftates  in  Kent  by  his  will 
to  his  nephew,  Thomas  Cockfliutt,  of  Kegworth,  in 
Leicefterfliire,  clerk.  But  it  being  difcovered,  that 
Horfemans-place,  and  other  parts  of  the  eftate,  en- 
tailed as  above,  had  not  been  barred ; John  Twifleton, 
efq.  of  Broughton,  the  only  fon  and  iffue  in  tail  of 
Fiennes  Twifleton  before-mentioned,  (all  the  interme- 
diate remaining  being  extinft)  laid  claim  to  them,  and 
the  iflue  was  tried  at  Maidftone  in  1758,  when  he  was 
adjudged  to  be  entitled  to  the  premifes  fo  entailed, 

" See  Guillim,  p.  igg. 

° Strvpe’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  iv.  p.  55. 

among 
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among  wliich  was  this  feat  of  Horleman’s-place,  and 
that  part  of  the  will  which  related  to  them  was  fet  afide ; 
but  the  reft  of  it  was  eftabliftied  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Cockfhutt,  who  afterwards  took  upon  him  the  name 
of  Twifleton,  as  will  be  further  noticed  hereafter  under 
Wilmington. 

John  Twifleton,  efq.  of  Broughton,  died  pofTefled 
of  tiorfemans  place,  with  other  eftates  in  Dartford  in 
1/63,  and  left  three  fons,  John,  Thomas,  and  Fran- 
cis ; the  eldeft  of  whom  Jiaving  been  killed  in  Ger- 
many the  year  before,  his  two  brothers  became  entitled 
to  it,  as  heirs  in  gavelkind  3 and  on  a partition  made 
of  all  their  father’s  eftates,  this  at  Dartford  fell  to  the 
fliare  of  the  next  fon,  Thomas,  who  was  a colonel  in 
the  guards,  and  renewed  the  claim  made  by  his  father 
in  1733,  who  had  petitioned  the  houfe  of  lords  to  be 
admitted  to  the  barony  of  Say  and  Sele,  as  heir  ge- 
neral of  the  body,  and  likewife  heir  at  lav\^  of  Sir  Ri- 
chard Fiennes,  created  Baron  Say  and  Sele  by  king 
James  the  Ift,  in  his  firftyear,  and  although  his  claim 
was  not  allowed,  yet  colonel  Twifleton  now  fucceeded 
in  it,  and  was  fummoned  to  parliament  as  lord  Say  and 
Sele,  on  June  29,  1781,  whofe  grand  fon,  Gregory, 
is  the  prefentlord.  But  to  return  to  colonel  Thomas 
Twifleton  before-mentioned,  who  in  1 768,  conveyed 
Horfemans  place,  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  Dart- 
ford, to  Thomas  Williams  and  Thomas  Smith,  and 
they  quickly  after  paflTed  this  feat  away  to  Richard 
Leigh,  efq.  ferjeant-at-law,  who  died  po^flTed  of  it  in 
1772,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Profper  Brown,  of  Dartford,  one  fon,  Richard,  and  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth.  He  died  inteftate,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded in  the  inheritance  of  this  manfion  by  his  fon, 
Richard  Leigh,  efq.  before-mentioned,  now  of  Wil- 
mington, who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Baldwins  is  a feat  and  reputed  manor,  fituated  at 
the  extremity  of  this  parifli,  at  the  fouth-weft  corner 
of  Dartford-heath.  This  place  was  antiently  in  the 

poflTeflion 
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I 3*5 

I pofleflion  of  Sir  John  Baude,  a man  of  an  honorable 
I family  in  this  kingdom,  of  whom  it  acquired  the  name 
of  Baudiwins,  which  it  keeps  at  prefent,  the  difference 
of  the  language  of  the  times  only  excepted.  This  place 
afterwards  came  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Lefnes,  who  were  poffeffed  of  lands  in  this 
parifh  as  early  as  king  John’s  reign  they  in  the  iff 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  held  it  with  other  lands  ad- 
joining, of  the  manor  of  Temple  Dartford,  by  the 
yearly  rent  of  2s.  5d.  and  fuit  of  court. 

In  the  1 6th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  on  the  fup- 
preffion  of  this  abbey,  the  revenues  of  it  were  granted 
to  cardinal  Wolfey,  for  the  better  endowment  of  his 
college,  vulgarly  called  Cardinal  college,  in  Oxford. 
But  four  years  afterwards,  when  the  cardinal  was  caft 
in  a pr^munire,  this,  among  the  other  eftates  of  that 
college,  which  for  want  of  time  had  not  been  firmly 
fettled  on  it,  were  forfeited  to  the  king,  and  became 
part  of  the  royal  revenue,  where  it  did  not  continue 
long ; for  that  king,  in  his  23d  year,  granted  it,  by 
the  name  of  the  manor  of  Baudwyns,  and  other  lands 
and  premifes  thereto  belonging,  in  exchange  for  other 
lands,  to  Eton  college,  near  Windfor,  to  which  the  in- 
heritance of  this  feat  and  manor  now  belongs.*^ 

The  Adams’s  were  formerly  leffees  of  this  eftate  un- 
der the  college,  it  was  afterwards  held  by  Lovelace, 

' and  then  by  Sir  Edward  Hulfe,  bart.  who  being  emi- 
j nently  diftinguiflied  in  his  profeffion,  as  a phyfician,  was 
I fo  created  in  1739.  He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Edward 
I Hulfe,  M.  D.  by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wef- 
’ trow,  efq.  and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Ri- 
' chard  Levett,  lord  mayor  in  1700,  by  her  he  had  three 
fons,  Edward,  who  fucceeded  him  in  title,  and  fettled 
inHampfhire;  Weftrow,  who  died  before  him;  and 
Richard,  ofwhom  further  mention  will  be  made  hereafter; 
and  a daughter  Elizabeth,  married  to  John  Calvert,  efq. 


f See  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  302.  ^ Tan.  Mon.  p.  34. 
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of  Hertfordfliire.  Several  years  before  his  death  he  re-  , 
tired  CO  Baldwins,  where  he  died  in  1759,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  Wilmington  church-yard,  bearing  for  his  arms,  : 

Tgent  3 -piles y one  ijjuing  from  the  chief  between  the  ' > 
(Others  reverfed  fable,  being  the  arms  likewile  of  the  \ 
families  of  this  name  in  Chefhire,  Kent  and  Berkfhire. 
At  his  death  he  bequeathed  his  intereft  in  this  eftate,  with 
^e  freehold  lands  adjoining,  to  his  fecond  fon,  Richard 
Hulfe,  efq.  who  refided  here,  and  added  much  to  the 
improvements  his  father  had  made  to  this  feat,  and  the  ' 
grounds  belonging  to  it,  which  he  inclofed  with  palino- 
as  a paddock  in  1 768.  He  ferved  the  office  of  flieriff 
in  1768,  but  on  his  removing  to  Blackheath  in  178'?,  ' 
he  fold  his  intereft  in  it  to  Arnold  Nefbit,  efq.  who  re- 
lided  here,  and  in  1791  alienated  it  to  Simon  Frazer, 
elq.  a director  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  who  is  the 
prefent  pofleftbr,  and  refides  in  it.  Mr.  Frafer’s  daugh- 
ter married  Alexander  lord  Sfiilton,  who  died  here  in  j 
W93-. 

A little  more  than  half  a mile  north-weftward  from  \ 
the  tdwnof  Dartford  lies  the  hamlet  of  Stanham,  an-  I 
tiently  called  Stoneham,  which  formerly  was  part  of  I 
the  pofTeffions  of  the  priory  of  Dartford.  Elizabeth  I 
Lreftener,  pnorefs,  and  the  convent  of  Dartford,  anno  I 
25  king  Henry  VIII.  let  to  Robert  Dove,  hufbandman,  I 
their  capital  meffiiage  here,  with  the  buildings  and  fe-  I 
veral  pieces  of  land  thereto  belonging,  at  the  rent  of  I 
2ol  14s.  After  the  fuppreffion  the  intereft  in  this  ■ 
leale  was  become  vefted  in  William  Thynne,  efq.  who  I 

m the  37  th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had  a further  term  I 
granted  in  it. 

Queen  Elizabeth  in  her  i ith  year,  granted  to  Hugh  I! 
Cartwright  her  capital  meftliage,  and  a houfe  called  the  I 
Dayern-houfe,  in  Stoneham,  at  the  above  rent.  This  | 
eftate  was  lately  in  the  pofleffion  of  Mr.  Smith,  a mer-  ' I 
ciiant  in  London,  and  two  Mr.  Bucks,  of  Norfolk 
who  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  Mark  Fielder,  of 
Dartford.  He  died  in  1782,  and  by  will,  gave  it  to 

his 
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of  Hertfordfliire.  Severa]  years  before  his  death  he  re-  • 
tired  to  Baldwins,  where  he  died  in  1759,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  Wilmington  church-yard,  bearing  for  his  arms, , 
Jlrgent  3 pileSy  one  from  the  chief  between  the; 
otjers  reverfed  fable y being  the  arms  likewile  of  thc^ 
families  of  this  name  in  Chefhire,  Kent  and  Berkfhire.- 
At  his  death  he  bequeathed  his  intereft  in  this  eftate,  with- 
freehold  lands  adjoining,  to  his  fecond  fon,  Richard; 
Hulfe,  efq.  who  refided  here,  and  added  much  to  the; 
improvements  his  father  had  made  to  this  feat,  and  the' 
grounds  belonging  to  it,  which  he  inclofed  with  paling; 
as  a paddock  in  1768.  He  ferved  the  office  of  flieriff.: 
in  1768,  but  on  his  removing  to  Blackheath  in  1787, 
he  fold  his  intereft  in  it  to  Arnold  Nefbit,  efq.  who  re-i 
fided  here,  and  in  1791  alienated  it  to  Simon  Frazer,,, 
eiq.  a director  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  who  is  the*' 
prefent  poffeftbr,  and  refides  in  it.  Mr.  Frafer’s  daugh-i 
ter  married  Alexander  lord  Sqlton,  who  died  here  in  i 
J793- 


A little  more  than  half  a mile  north-weftward  fromi, 
the  town  of  Hartford  lies  the  hamlet  of  Stanham,  an-- 
tiently  called  Stoneham,  which  formerly  was  part  of'* 
the  pofleflions  of  the  priory  of  Hartford.  Elizabeth 
Ereffener,  priorefs,  and  the  convent  of  Hartford,  anno.  1 
25  king  Henry  VJII.  let  to  Robert  Hove,  hufbandman,, 
their  capital  mefluage  here,  with  the  buildings  and  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  land  thereto  belonging,  at  the  rent  of  * 
20I.  14s.  After  the  fuppreffion  the  intereft  in  this 
leafe  was  become  veiled  in  William  Thynne,  efq.  who 

in  the  37  th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had  a further  term 
granted  in  it. 


Queen  Elizabeth  in  her  i ith  year,  granted  to  Hugh . 
Cartwright  her  capital  mefluage,  and  a"  houfe  called  the 
Hayern-houfe,  in  Stoneham,  at  the  above  rent.  This 
eftate  was  lately  in  the  pofleflion  of  Mr.  Smith,  a mer- 
cliant  m London,  and  two  Mr.  Bucks,  of  Norfolk 
who  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  Mark  Fielder,  of 
Hartford.  He  died  in  1782,  and  by  will,  gave  it  to 
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DARTFORD.  317 

is  nephew,  Mr.  Mark  Callow,  the  prefent  polleflbr 
fit.  _ 

John  de  Fremingham  gave  and  mortyzed  his  ma- 
or  at  Dartford,  at  the  Hythe,  to  the  value  of  one 
undred  fliillings,  above  all  rcprifes,  to  the  wardens 
nd  commonaltie  of  Rochefter  bridge.  The  wharf 
nd  fome  land  adjoining,  they  ftill  poflefs  ; but  the 
lanor  has  been  long  forgotten. 

Sir  John  Stewart  and  Maltilda  his  wife,  refided  in 
leir  manlion  houfe  at  Dartford  in  the  14th  year  of 
ing  Henry  VI.  for  he  then  granted  to  his  eldeft  fon 
'homas,  and  his  heirs,  licence  to  make  ufe  of  his 
^'an-tnark,  a little  ragged Jlaff ; which  mark  he  took 
y inheritance  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Sir  John 
tewart,  to  hold  the  fame  by  the  delivery  of  one  cig- 
et  yearly  at  his  houfe  in  Dartford  ; for  it  feems  that 
one  could  have  a fwan-mark  but  by  the  king’s  au- 
lority,  and  who  had  five  marcs  freehold  eflate,  above 
1 reprifes ; and  all  fwans  fwimming  in  open  and 
)mmon  rivers  fo  marked,  became  then  the  property 
^ him  whofe  mark  they  bore." 

1 King  Henry  VI.  in  his  31ft  A'^ear,  granted  licence 
^ John  Bamburgh,  William  Rothele,  Roger  Jones, 
hd  Thomas  Booth,  or  the  furvivor  of  them,  to  found 
ere  an  alms-house,  in  honour  of  the  Holy  Tri- 
ty,  to  be  an  hofpital  for  five  poor  perfons,  to  be 
died  the  l^rinitees  Jlmes  Houfe,  In  Dartford,  of  which 
le  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Dartford,  and  their 
icceflbrs,  were  to  be  governors  for  ever ; and  a cor- 
Drate  body,  with  power  of  acquiring  lands  and  tene- 
lents  in  mortmain,  to  the  value  of  twenty  pounds 
;arly,  beyond  reprifes,  for  the  fupport  as  well  of  the 
id  five  poor  perfons,  as  other  deeds  of  charity  and 
ety,  according  to  the  diredfion  of  the  faid  John  Bam- 
argh,  William  Rothele,  &c.  This  hofpital  feems  af- 
Twards  to  have  been  ufed  as  a fpital-houfe  for  lepers  ■, 

I ' *■  Coke’s  Reports,  pt.  7,  p,  633.. 

i ' for 
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3i8  dartford  and  Wilmington  hundred. 
for  in  a rental  of  the  manor  of  Temple’s,  anno  i king 
enry  VlII.  it  is  called  the  fpytell-houje^  where  the 
eprous  inhabit  and  djvell,*  the  itreet  where  it  was  built 
being  ft  ill  called  Spitel-ftreet. 

There  was  an  anchorite  or  hermit  at  Dartford  fo  early 
as  the  20th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  In  the  ad  year 
of  king  Henry  V.  Henry  lord  Scrope  left  to  this  an- 
chorite  by  will,  13s.  4d.‘  Thefe  anchorites  were  a 
kind  of  religious  beggars,  who  took  their  ftations  at  the 
end  of  bridges,  or  other  moft  frequented  thorough- 
fares, to  implore  the  benevolence  of  the  paffengers 
There  was  one  remaining  here  fo  late  as  the  reign  of 

king  Henry  VI.  whofe  ftand  was  at  the  foot  of  the 
bridge  here. 

There  was  one  of  this  fort  in  almoft  every  city  and 
town  in  England,  to  whom  charitable  people  gene- 
rally left  lome  remembrance  in  their  wills. 

CHARITIES. 

Thomas  Au  DiTOR,  alias  Barnard,  gave  by  will,  in 

Rn  annuity  of  to  buy  peas,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  poori 
m the  firlt  week  in  Lent,  payable  out  of  four  acres  of  land,  called 
Dockhnci  oft,  which  bequeft  has  not  been  paid  for  many  years. 

William  \ aughan  gave  by  deed,  in  1 596,  a rent,  to  be  dif- 
tnbuted  quarterly  to  the  moft  poor  inhabitants  of  Dartford,  out 

cficVoTl^f  4^  truftees,  and  of  the  annual  pro- 

Jerome  Warram  gave  by  will,  in  1570,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor,  a houle  and  garden,  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Bugden,  of 
tlie  annual  produce  of  5s.  * ’ 

Mrs  Catharine  Bamme  gave  by  deed,  in  1C72,  amone 
..tl«r  chamable  bequefts,  aos.  to  the  poor  of  this  plritit,  to  bf 

Tavl^'  “ff  “"‘1;“''*  in  Gillingham,  veiled  in  ilda  ard 

1 aylor,  of  the  annual  produce  of  that  fum. 

"V  '^72.  ^r  the  habitation  of  the 
H f H in  Lowfield,  adjoining  foutli- 

feveral  pieces  of  land,  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Glover  and  Mr. 

^ ^ 5b  annual  rent,  and  for  the 

I.ab, ration  of  four  poor  aged  people,  and  2od.  to  be  paid  quar- 


^ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii  p.  479.  Willis's  Mitred  Abbics,  p.  98. 
‘ Rot.  Pat.  ejus  an.  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  ix.  p.  275.  ’ ^ ^ 
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tcriy  to  each  of  them;  now  inhabited  by  paupers;  annual  pro- 
duce il.  6s.  8d. 

John  Barton  gave  by  will,  in  1613,  the  intereft  of  130I. 
yearly,  to  be  bellowed  on  bread,  and  diftributed  to  the  poor  by 
the  vicar  and  churchwardens.  N.  B.  With  this  money,  in  1623, 
the  parifli  purchafed  by  deed,  of  Francis  Goldfmith  and  others, 
thirteen  acres  of  land  in  Crayibrd  parifli,  and  a houle  in  Dartford, 
the  former  veiled  in  William  Flint  and  others,  at  12I.  per  annum 
rent;  the  latter  in  William  Nettlefold,  at  iil.  los.  per  annum ; 
on  condition  that  20s.  fliould  be  yearly  diftributed  to  the  poor  on 
Shrove  Sunday,  as  his  gift,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  lands  pur- 
chafed of  him  by  Barton’s  money.  He  agreed  to  abate  1 5I.  out 
of  the  purchafe  money  ; annual  produce  il. 

William  Reynolds  and  William  Harrison  gave  by 
will,  in  1623,  the  intereft  of  50I.  and  lol.  to  be  laid  out  in  bread, 
and  diftributed  among  the  poorfevery  Sunday  in  the  year, 

N.  B.  With  thefe  two  gifts  were  purchafed  a houle  and  piece 
of  land  belonging  to  it,  which  houfe  has  been  taken  do  A’n,  and 
four  new  houfes  have  been  built  on  the  ground,  w’ith  monies  bor- 
rowed upon  them,  which  money  the  rents  have  difeharged.  1 he 
houfes  are  let  to  feveral  tenants,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  5I.  each  ; 
2s.  worth  of  bread  have  been  yearly  diftributed  every  Sunda}-, 
out  of  the  rent  of  thefe  houfes,  as  was  ftipulated  when  they  were 
purchafed  ; the  annual  produce  20I.  per  annum. 

Robert  Rogers  gave  by  deed,  in  1629,  rent  to  be  diftri- 
buted among  the  poor  on  Eafter  Monday,  payable  out  of  a houle 
and  yard,  veiled  in  Mrs.  Catharine  Talker;  annual  produce  4I. 

Jonathan  Brett  gave  by  deed,  in  1629,  For  the  relief  of  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  this  parifli,  four  acres  of  land,  veiled  in  Mr. 
George  Hardres,  of  the  annual  produce  of  9I. 

Thomas  Cooper  in  1629,  gave  an  annuity,  to  be  diftributed 
to  the  poor  in  bread,  payable  out  of  w-oodland  in  Bexley  parifli, 
in  the  occupation  of  James  Grafter,  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

Anthony  Boulter  gave  by  w'ill,  in  1629,  an  annuity  of 
aos.  to  be  diftributed  by  the  minifter  and  churchwardens  on 
Eafter  day,  payable  out  of  a houfe  in  Dartford,  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Pettit,  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

John  Twisleton,  elq.  gave  by  deed,  in  1660,  certain  rent, 
to  be  applied,  one-third  of  it  to  the  alms  houfes,  and  the  other  two- 
thirds  to  be  given  to  the  poor,  ifluing  out  of  three  acres  of  land, 
in  the  occupation  of  Edward  Rawlins,  of  the  annual  produce  of 
5I.  6s.  3d. 

John  Round,  in  1682,  gave  an  annuity,  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  poor  on  Chriftmas  day,  payable  out  of  the  Bell  inn, 
in  Dartford,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Elliot,  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  il. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Chambers  gave  by  will,  in  1741;,  tlie 
fum  of  50I.  veiled  in  the  3 per  cents,  the  intereft  to  be  diftributed 

by 
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church,  which  is  dedicated  to  the 
1 loly  1 rinity,  Hands  near  the  eaft  end  of  the  town 
and  IS  a large  handfome  building,  confifting  of  three 
ihes  and  two  chancels.  In  1793,  the  whole  church 
was  repaired  and  beautified  by  the  parifhioners,  at 
the  expence  of  twelve  hundred  pounds.  The  pave- 
ment within  the  altar  rails,  with  the  painting  and 


V..  pa.o  , Uiic  ur  wnicn,  or  tne  Imaller  fize,  ufed  till 
or  late  to  be  conftantly  rung,  as  of  old  cuflom,  at  four 

o clock  every  morning,  and  again  at  the  time  of  cur- 
few at  night. 

The  church  yard  formerly  furrounded  it,  but  fome 
^ v tears  ago  that  part  of  it,  which  was  on  the  fou- 
tiiern  iide,  was  given  to  the  public  to  make  the  road 
more  commodious  for  paffengers.  There  is  another 
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burying-ground  belonging  to  this  church  at  Tome  lit- 
tle diftance  from  it,  adjoining  the  high  London  road 
at  the  top  of  the  hill,  eaftward  of  the  town,  of  which 
further  mention  will  be  made.  It  is  fituated  on  fo 
high  an  eminence,  that  it  overlooks  even  the  top  of 
the  tower  of  the  church. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church,  are 
the  following  : In  the  great  chancel^  on  the  north  fide  of  the  altar  is 
1 monument  for  Sir  John  Spilman,  inclofed  with  iron  railing;  on 
t are  his  effigies  in  armour  and  that  of  his  lady,  kneeling  at  a delk, 
;ach  with  a book  open,  and  over  their  heads,  on  a tablet  of  black 
Tiarble,  with  an  infcription  in  German  text  for  both  of  them ; he 
lied  in  1607;  ^he  top  of  the  monument  his  arms.  Or,  a fer- 
ment wreathed  in  pale  azure,  crefted,  gules,  on  a mount  in  bafe, 
l^ert,  two  flaunches,  gules,  each  charged  with  three  lions  pafiant, 
Dr;^  beneath,  on  the  tomb,  are  two  coats,  Spilman,  as  above,  im- 
Da ling  argent,  a man  cloathed  fable,  with  a long  cap  on,  holding 
n his  hand  an  olive  branch  proper,  and  Handing  on  a mount” 
nverted,  gules.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel,  an  altar  tomb, 
nclofed  with  rails,  and  infcription,  for  Clement  Petit,  efq.  of 
oyes,  in  this  parifli,  whofe  paternal  feat  was  at  Dentelion,  in 
^hanet,  obt.  1717.  Before  the  rails  of  the  altar,  on  a grave  ftone, 
re  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman,  in  brafs,  under  a canopy, 
/ith  labels  from  their  mouths ; round  the  verge  of  the  ftone  is  an 
nfcription  in  brafs,  in  part  torn  away,  for  Richard  Martyn,  of 
)artford,  who  died  iri  14..,.  llie  died  in  1402.  Near  it  is  ano- 
lef  ftone,  which  had  the  figure  of  a man,  with  a label  from  his 
louth,  and  an  infcription  round  the  verge,  all  in  brafs,  now  loft, 
ut  an  infcription  in  brafs  ftill  remains,  on  a plate,  for  John  Horn- 
ey,  S.T.B.  who  died  in  1477.  On  another  adjoining,  are  the 
;gures  in  brafs  of  a woman  and  fix  children,  that  of  the  man  is 
Dft;  beneath  on  a plate,  is  an  infcription  for  capt.  Arthur  Bof- 
Dcke,  gent,  who  married  Francis,  fecond  daughter  of  Francis 
.ogers,  efq.  he  died  in  1612.  On  a grave  ftone,  before  the  ftep 
f the  chancel,  is  the  figure  in  brafs,  of  a woman,  and  infcription, 

)r  Agnes,  daughter  of  John  Appleton,  wife  of  Wm.  Hefilt,  one 
fthe  barons  of  the  exchequer  of  Henry  VI.  afterwards  of  Ro- 
;rt,  brother  of  Sir  Tho.  Molyngton,  baron  of  Wemme;  ffie 
ed  in  1454.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel,  a mohument  for 
»^m.  Eurgefs,  late  citizen  and  falter  of  London,  obt.  1640;  arms, 
fefs  fret  between  three  rooks.  On  the  fame  fide,  before  the 
tar  rails,*  a memorial  for  Nicholas  Tooke,  gent,  of  Dartford, 
3t.  1672,  mt.  90;  arms,  Tooke,  argent,  on  a chevron,  fable, 
ree  plates  of  the  field  betw^een  three  greyhounds  heads  erafed, 
ble  collared,  or ; but  this  is  cut  here  very  erroneous.  On  the 
)rth  fide,  a memorial  for  Mr.  Mark  Fielder,  1753,  ast.  91 ; on  . 
VOL.  n.  Y the 
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the  fouth  fule,  a memorial  for  J\Ir.  Wm.  Talker,  of  this  pariflt, 
ob.  1732  ; and  for  Wm.  Talker,  jiin.  their  fecond  fon,  ob.  1733.  i 
hi  t/icjouth  chancel,  a mural  monument  for  John  Twilleton,  efq  ' 
of  Horfeman;s-place,  fon  and  heir  of  John  Tn  iHeton,  efm  ^ 
m Drax,  in  ^ orkfliire,  who  was  uncle  and  heir  of  Sir  Geo.  Twi-  ' 
lleton,  bart.  of  Barley,  in  that  county,  the  antient  paternal  feat 
of  the  family.  A memorial  for  John  Twilleton,  efq.  late  of  Horfe- 
man’s-place,  ob.  1721.  At  the  eaft  end  an  altar  tomb,  inclofed 
with  wooden  rails,  and  on  the  fouth  of  it  an  inicription  for  John 
Beer,  of  Dartford,  who  had  Nicholas,  Anne,  and  Dorothy;  for 
JN  icholas,  who  had  Clement  and  Edward,  and  for  Clement  Beer 
who  had  John  and  Clement,  who  both  died,  f.  p.  Edward  Bee/ 
their  uncle,  was  their  heir,  and  lived  unmarried  fifty-nine  vears’ 
and  died  in  1627.  On  the  north  fide,  an  infcription,  fliewino-’ 
that  Chriftopher  Twilleton,  efq.  of  Barley,  in  Yorklhire,  married 
Beer,  by  whom  he  had  George  Twilleton,  who  had  John 
Jwifieton,  and  Edward  Beer,  dying,  f.  p.  gave  all  his  lands  in 
Kent  to  Jolin  1 wilieton  abo\’c  mentioned,  who  eredfed  this  mo- 
nument  in  1628.  On  the  well  fide  are  two  lliields,  one  quarter!}' 
ift  and  qtii,  quarterly,  a canton  ermine;  2d  and  3d,  on  a fefs, 
thiee  garbs;  the  other  the  fame  arms,  impaling  a chevron.  A ■ 
grave  Itone,  having  a brafs  plate  for  John  Beer,  efq.  of  Dartford, 
and  Alice  and  Joan,  his  wives,  and  alfo  for  Henry  Beer,  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  married  Anne  Beer,  widow  of  Rich.'Howlett,  aent.  ■ 
deceafed,  and  had  by  her  a fon,  _\\'m.  Beer,  deceafed,  which  Joliil  ' 
Beei  died  in  1572,  and  tienry  in  1574;  above,  are  two  coats  in 
brals,  both,  a bear  rampant,  on  a canton,  five  efcallop  lliells.  ' 
On  a grave  flone,  the  figures  of  a man  and  his  two  wives,  with 
children  and  their  fliields  of  arms  in  brafs,  all  of  which  are  loll 
exc-epting  the  fecond  wife  and  four  children,  and  a plate  with  the  ' 
infcription,  for  Wm.  Rothele,  of  Dartford,  who  died  in  1464,  and  : 
Beatrix  and  Joane,  his  wives,  and  their  children.  Another  on  the 
north  fide,  on  which  were  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman,  in' 
brafs,  now  loll,  but  part  of  the  infcription  remains,  for  Katrvn  j 
Burlton,  who  died  1496,  and  Rich.  Burlton,  jantilman,  her  huf- 
band,  who  died  15...  the  reft  torn  off.  A mon'  for  Margaret,  relift 
of  John  Pitt,  efq.  predent  of  the  S.  Sea  company  at  Vera  Crux, 
ob.  1731,  *t.  49,  arms,  Pitt  impaling  a chevron,  ingrafted,  betw. . 
three  eagles  heads  erafed.  In  the  middle  ijle,  are  feveral  memorials  1 
of  Manning;  a grave  ftone  in  the  fouth  crofs  ifle,  having  the  li-< 
gures  in  brafs  of  a man  between  his  two  wives,  and  underneath 
thofe  of  fifteen  children,  with  infcription  in  black  letter,  for  Wm 
Death,  gent,  principal  of  Staple’s  inn,  who  had  two  wives,  Eliza- 
beth and  Anne,  by  the  former  he  had  ten  fons  and  fix  daughters, 
ob.  1590,  Elizkbeth,  1582;  above  a fliield  of  arms,  bein^  death, 
a griffin  palTant  between  three  crefeents,  quartering  four  other 
coats.''  In  the  north  ijle  are  memorials  for  the  Round’s,  Woodin, 

• See  the  nionumems  and  inferiptions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  974. 
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Poulter,  Dalling,  and  Chambers,  all  of  this  parlfli.  There  are 
many  more  memorials  and  tombs  of  refpeftable  inhabitants  of 
this  populous  town  and  parifli,  as  well  in  the  church  as  the  two 
church  yards,  but  they  are  by  far  too  numerous  for  infertion  in 
this  place. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Thomas  de 
Woldham,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  caufed  a new  win- 
dow to  be  made  in  the  chancel  of  the  church. 

William  the  Conqueror  confirmed  the  gift  which 
Hamo  his  flieward  had  made  of  the  church  of  Tarent- 
ford,  in  the  king’s  manor,  to  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew of  Rochefter;"  which  king  Henry  I.  confirmed, 
with  the  churches  appendant  to  it,  and  the  tithes  of 
this  parifli  in  corn,  pannage,  cattle,  money,  and  in  all 
' other  thinffs,  in  like  manner  as  St.  Auftin  held  the 
! church  of  Middleton,  with  the  tithes  of  that  parifli, 
in  the  time  of  his  father, and  alfo  the  tithes  of  his 
mills  in  Darenteford. 

Gundulph,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  eleefted 
j to  that  fee  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  having  re- 
i covered  the  manors  and  pofTefTions  of  his  church, 
which  had  been  diffipated  and  made  away  with,  fe- 
1 parated  his  own  maintenance  from  that  of  the  monks, 
in  which  divifion  he  allotted  this  church,  among 
others,  to  the  fupport  of  the  almonry,  belonging  to 
the  convent.^  The  monks  did  not  continue  long  in 
the  pofleflion  of  it,  for  bifliop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  who 
came  to  the  fee  in  1 185,00  pretence  that  his  predeceflbr 
had  impoveriflied  the  fee  by  his  too  large  donations 
to  the  priory,  divefted  them  of  all  right  to  this  church, 
which  he  reftored  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter ; however, 
he  referved  and  confirmed  to  the  monks  their  antient 
penfion  froinit.'^ 

' Ang.  Sac.p.  372.  ps,  i ma.  Text.  RofF.  p.  158.  t)ugd.  Mon. 

! vol.  i.  p.  30. 

* See  the  confirmations  of  king  Henry  II.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii. 
p.  4.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  43.  of  abp.  Anfelm  and  of  abp.  Boniface,  in 
Diio^d.  vol.  iii.  p.  2.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  33.  Dugd.  vol.  iii.  p.  i. 

*°Reg.  RofF.  p.  53,  687.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  435. 
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Laurence,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1253,  referving 
the  tithes  of  Iheaves,  and  of  every  kind  of  hay,  de- 
mifed  this  church,  and  all  the  fmall  tithes,  oblations, 
and  obventions,  and  the  tithes  of  fheaves  arifing  in 
gardens  and  curtileges  not  being  ploughed,  to  the 
convent  of  Rochefter,  at  the  rent  of  thirty-eight 
marcs  per  annum,  on  condition  that  they  fupplied  the 
cure,  and  they  were  to  dediuft  their  penfion  of  ten 
marcs,  paid  by  the  re6tor,  out  of  it.*  He  afterwards 
obtained  pope  Innocent  IV.’s  leave  to  appropriate  this 
church,  during  his  life,  to  the  ufe  of  his  table,  which 
he  complained  was  fo  flenderly  provided  for ; that  he 
and  his  family  had  not  at  times  common  neceflaries 
for  food  j the  clear  receipts  for  the  bilhop’s  table  be- 
ing but  five  hundred  marcs,  which  were  not  more 
than  fufficient  for  half  the  expence  of  it,  and  the  re  - 
ceipts  from  his  manors  not  exceeding  fixty  marcs  per 
annum. This  was  confirmed  to  the  bifhop  and  his 
fucceflbrs  by  pope  Alexander  IV.  and  again  by  Cle- 
ment ]V.  Bifhop  Laurence,  on  the  appropriation, 
endowed  the  vicarage  of  this  church,  with  the  fmall 
tithes  of  it,  excepting  hay,  with  two  acres  of  ara- 
ble, and  one  of  meadow ; and  alfo  with  the  tithes  of 
fheaves  growing  from  land  dug  up  with  the  foot,  as 
well  for  the  fupport  of  the  vicar,  as  the  difcharge  of 
the  ordinary  burthens  of  his  vicarage,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  above  penfion  to  the  monks,  the  profits 
of  the  vicarage  being  then  found  by  a jury  to  be  worth 
forty  marcs  fteiling  per  annum,  communibis  \annis 
which  endowment  being  loft,  bifiiop  Thomas  de  Wold- 
ham,  in  1299,  confirmed  it ; and  as  the  vicar  had  no 
houfe  belonging  to  his  vicarage,  he  granted  him  one 
ftanding  on  the  foil  belonging  to  the  church,  as  a vi- 
carage houfe  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs;  and  fur- 
ther, ^the  tithe  of  twenty-one  acres  of  meadow,  called 
King  s-marfh,  in  Hartford,  heretofore  taken  by  the 

* Reg.  Rolf.  p.  291,  295,  303,  338.  b 
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Pipes  being  laid. 

By  Order  of  the  Directors, 

THOMAS  BROADLEY  FOOKS, 

CLERK. 

Dartford,  Noveniliir  1,  1826. 

U.  a7  'noci>ck7  PriiYer,  Uarlford. 
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AT  a Mcctino-  of  the  Subscribers  for  Shares  in  the 
Dartford  Gas  Light  Company,  held  at  the  Bull  Inn,  Dart- 
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Mr.  John  Tasker  and  Mr.  John  Landale  were  appointed  Auditors  for 
tlie  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Thomas  Broadley  Fooks  was  appointed  Solicitor. 
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<J.  A.  I’oi'ock,  Pi  inter,  Dart  font. 
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bifhop  and  his  predeceffors,  and  he  decreed,  that  the 
vicar  and  his  fucceffors  Ihould  keep  and  maintain  the 
books,  veftments,  and  other  ornaments  of  the  church, 
in  a proper  ftate  and  order,  and  fhould  fuftain  and 
acknowledge  all  other  ordinar}'^  burthens  of  it. 

Archbilbop  Robert  Winchelfea  further  endowed 
this  vicarage  with  the  tithe  of  hay,  to  the  value  of 
forty  Ihillings,  in  fatisfadion  of  which  the  whole  tithe 
of  hay,  arifmg  from  the  great  fait  marlh  in  Dartford, 
(excepting  to  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter  for  the  time 
being,  the  yearly  fum  of  four  (hillings,  due  from  the 
Knights  Hofpitallers  to  the  bilhop,  as  redor  of  this 
church)  was  decreed  to  the  vicar,  by  the  definitive  fen- 
tence  of  Walter,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
5^ear  1315,  as  an  augmentation  of  his  endowment. 

Thomas  de  Woldham,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  in  the 
above  year,  granted  in  mortmain,  to  Robert  Levee, 
vicar  of  Dartford,  and  his  fucceffors,  a meffuage, 
with  its  appurtenances,  in  Overe-ftreet,  in  Dartford, 
which  the  biff  op  had  purchafed  of  Robert  de  Levee, 
of  Frindffury.'  At  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of 
Rochefter,  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  the 
above  penfion  of  ten  marcs,  or  61.  13s.  4d.'  was,  by 
the  king,  in  his  33d  year,  granted,  among  other  pre  • 
i emifes,  to  his  new  ereded  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
! chefter,  who  continue  poffeffed  of  it  at  this  time.  The 
paribnage  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  ftill  remain 
part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter.'’ 

• In  the  antient  valuation  of  the  biffop’s  revenues, 
this  church  was  valued  at  40I.  and  the  bifliop’s  mill 
and  rent  here,  at  loos.  In  the  15th  year  of  king 
Edward  I.’s  reign,  the  church  was  valued  at  forty-five 
marcs,  and  the  vicarage  at  loos.  In  the  33d  of  king 
Edward  III.  the  church  was  valued  at  the  like  fum.*' 

' Reg.  RofF.  p.  294,  305. 

In  1613,  the  parlonage  was  valued  at  i6ol.  per  annum,  and 
was  then  let  to  Francis  Rogers,  gent. 

* Reg.  RofF.  p.  61,  129.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p,  456. 
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By  Virtue  of  a commiffion  of  enquiry,  in  i6ro,  it  wa<; 
returned,  that  Dartford  was  a vicarage,  with  a houle 
and  glebe,  all  worth,  with  the  privy  tithes,  feventy 

pounds  per  annum,  mafterCharnock  then  incumbent 

it  IS  a dilcharged  living,  m the  king’s  books,  of  the 
clear  yearly  certified  value  of  45I.  5s.  loM.  the  yearly 
tenths  of  which  are  il.  17s.  lid.'  ^ ^ 

This  vicarage  was,  in  1736,  augmented  by  the  go- 

ReTM  rTT 

r-K  Charles  Chambers,  vicar  of  Dartford.  con- 
tributed  one  hundred  pounds  for  that  purpofe  ^ 

Bilhop  Laurence  de  St.  Martin  Teems  to  liave  pur- 
chaled,  m the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  feveral  of  the 
rents  which  now  conftitute  the  greated  part,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  manor  of  Dartford  rectory 

Wmia  h"  Badecock,’ 

William  de  Wilmington,  and  others. ‘ 

This  nmnor  extends  over  both  fides  of  the  Hidi- 

ftreet,  in  Dartford,  from  the  fcite  of  the  old  market- 

place  to  the  church,  and  fouthward,  in  Lowfieid,  as 

for  as  the  houle  of  corretffion  ; all  which  is  called  the 

blf  f H M ^ ^onfta- 

ble  anda  borfholderare  annually  chofen  for  the  li- 
berty. There  are  feveral  tenants  which  hold  of  it  in 
locage,  at  fmall  quit-rents. 

In  the  2ift  year  of  king  Edward  I.  on  a §uo  zmr^ 
rnnto  the  jury  found  that  the  bilhop  was  foifed,  in 
right  of  his  church,  of  view  of  frank  pledge,  and  af- 
hze  of  bread  and  ale  of  his  tenants  in  Dartford  and 

;^'e^>iniops,  his  predecefibrs,  had 
be^  pofiefTed  of  the  fame  beyond  memory 
Therewere  TWO  CHANTRIES,  founded  for  divine 
fervTces,  m this  parini;  that  of  St.  Edmund  the  Mar- 
tyr,  and  of  St.  Mary,  otherwife  called  Stampit.  The 
former  flood  in  the  upper  burial  ground  of  this  parilh. 


Siirv.  Lsrnb,  lib,  vol  xix. 
' Erton,  '1  hef.  p.  xxiii. 


Bacon’s  I.ib.  Regis, 

,*  R.off,  p.  284,  et,  feq. 

which 
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which  a cimctary  to  it,  and  under  this  building 
was  a charnel  houfe.  This  chapel  was  fupprefled  at 
the  raiue  time  with  all  other  iuch  endowments,  and 
prefently  fell  to  ruin ; but  the  cimetary  w'as  granted 
to  the  parifli,  as  a place  of  burial  for  the  parilhioners, 
and  continues  fo  at  this  time.  The  advowfon  of  this 
chantry  was  granted  to  the  prioiefs  and  convent  ot 
Dartford  priory,  in  the  46th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 

at  their  firft  endowment.  _ . , r 

John  Bykenore  endow'ed  this  chapel  with  five 
marcs,  payable  out  of  lands  and  tenements  in  Dart- 
ford, for  the  fupport  of  the  chaplain  of  it.  This  chapel 
was  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  archdeacon  of  the 

diocefe.  , ^ .. 

The  latter  cbantrv  of  the  Blejfed  F xrgin  St:  Mary  was 

fubjeft  to  the  official  of  the  diocefe.’^  It  was  founded 
by  Thomas  de  Dertford,  alias  Att  Stampett,  vicar  ot 
this  pariOi,  in  1338,  for  one  chaplain,  to  celebrate 
divine  offices  daily  in  the  pariOi  church  of  Dartford, 
in  honour  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  and  for  the  health 
of  his  foul,  &c.  and  he  appointed  Ralph  de  Felthorpe 
the  firft  chaplain  of  it,  and  endowed  it  with  Several 
lands  and  tenements,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres, ^ in  Dartford,  the  chaplain  paying 
tw^elve  pence  yearly  to  the  vicar  of  Dartford  and  his 
fucceffors ; and  he  gave  the  patronage  of  it,  and  the 
nomination  of  a chaplain  to  it  in  future,  to  the  bifhop 
of  R ochefter  and  his  fucceffors ; which  was  confirmed 
by  the  bifhop  and  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Rochef- 
ter  the  fame  year."’  Intheye^r  1553,  B^obert  Bacon, 
incumbent  of  this  chantry,  had  a penfion  of  fix  pounds 
per  annum. 


CHURCH  OF  DARTFORD. 
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„ . *’^trons,  ^c. 

Ihc  Prior  and  Convent  of  Roche fler  Rnli  J j ^ ° ^ ® ' 

Bfioji  ofRocheJler Vy  obt.  1 1 ;6.» 

''  inomas  Chewte° 

^^^rcncede  St.  Martin, \n  12^^* 


.1a. 


n On  the  death  of  Ralph  dc  Wing- 
ham  the  patronage  being  difputed  be- 
tvwn  the  bilhop  and  the  convent,  the 

from  which  the  monks  appealed  ; but 
out  ofrefpea  to  the  bifhop  they  pre- 
fciitcd  the  fame  perfon  to  the  chuvch. 
Keg.  Kofi.  p.  2, 

® Reg.  Roff.  p.  2gi. 

P Afterwards  b./hop  of  Rochefter. 

s Keg.  Kofi.  p.  30^, 

I Ii’id-  r-  297.  * Ibid.  p.  300. 

m HanAvorth, 

jn  MiddJefex,  and  burnt  on  Tower- 
hill,  June  ,7,  ,440. 


irr  1 VICTiRS. 

W alter,  7299,^ 

Robert  Levee,  1308  '' 

”!T  alias  W 

Pt,  1338.’ 

Richard  IVich.*^ 

John  Hornl^,  obt.  1477.U 
^chard  Turner, 

John  Bro".vne,  iji  1587.* 

John  Denne,  feq.  1642.’' 

........  Price,  1685. 

Ihomas  Price,  1^18.“ 

Charles  Chambers,  A.  M_ 

Sap.  30,  ,,.8,  obe.  Feb.  7a; 

John  L^is,  A.  M.  refig.  lyre  C 
A.M. 

O/rrg.,  A.  M.  April  ,7,8. 

Prefent  vicar.  ./■  /y 

" He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
hy  St^'pe  ^ Archbilhop  Parker, 

* Cuftum.  Roff  p.  ,g. 

White’s  Century,  p.  .j. 

p.  * E«meneip‘urgamtn, 

* Son  of  the  former. 

h He  augmented  this  viearape. 

i,d.^a  ““r.  :» 

“ paired  for  . 
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This  parish  may  be  well  faid  to  be  aptly  fituated 
both  for  pleafure  and  health,  the  quantity  of  cherry - 
grounds  which  encircle  the  village  contribute  much  to 
the  pleafantnefs  of  its  appearance,  and  in  the  fpring, 
when  the  trees  are  in  blolTom,  it  feems  a continued 
range  of  gardens.  Though  it  has  much  liill  and  dale 
in  it,  yet  it  is  in  general  high  ground,  and  has  pleafing 
profpeds  from  it  over  the  neighbouring  country  ; the 
foil  of  it  is  dry,  and  much  inclined  to  gravel  mixed 
with  loam.  It  contains  about  1500  acres  of  land  and 
wood,  and  94  houfes.  It  extends  eaftward  beyond  the 
road  from  Dartford  and  Farningham,  which  leads 
through  this  part  of  it,  over  fome  meadows  to  the  river 
: Darent,  from  thence  the  ground  rifes  weftward  up  the 
hill,  on  the  fummit  of  which  the  church  ftands,  near 
[ which  there  is  a handfonie  houfe^  wliich  with  the  eftate 
' adjoining  to  it,  was  once  part  of  the  poifefTions  of 
i Dartford  priory,  and  at  the  diflfolution  of  it,  became 
I part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  crown.  King  Henry  VIII. 
foon  afterwards  granted  it  to  John  Byer,  or  Beer,  of 
Horfeman’s  place,  in  Dartford  ; from  whom  it  de- 
fcended,'in  the  fame  manner  as  that  feat,  to  John 
TwiQeton,  efq.  who  died  in  1757  without  ilTue,  and  by 
his  willdevifed  this  eftate,  with  other  lands  in  Wilming- 
ton, to  his  nephew,  Thomas  Cockfhutt,  of  Kegworth, 
in  Leicefterfhire,  fon  of  his  fifter  Mary,  by  the  Rev. 

; Jofias  Cockfhutt.  John  Twifleton  devifed  the  whole 
ofhiseftates  in  Dartford,  Wilmington,  and  Sevenoke, 
to  his  nephew ; but  the  greateft  part  of  them  in  the 
former  parifh  being  found  to  be  entailed,  the  will  only 
i took  place  as  to  thofe  in  the  two  latter,  and  one  farm 
: in  Dartford,  as  was  adjudged  at  the  afifizes  held  at  Maid- 
: ftone  in  1759.  He  took  upon  him  the  name  of 
: Twifleton,  and  afterwards  pafled  this  eftate  away  by 
i fale  to  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  of  Dartford,  who  fome 
few  years  ago  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Tafker,  of 
i Dartford,  who  has  improved  and  made  great  additions 
to  this  houfe,  in  which  he  now  refides. 


At 
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At  a Jittle  dillance  vveftward  from  thence,  is  the  vH- 
lage,  in  which  ftands  the  vicarage,  being  a neat  gen- 
teel hoiif , built  on  a well  conducted  plan  by  die  pre- 
fent  vicar  Mr.  Denn,  who  refidesin  it. 

A little  to  the  fouthward  of  the  village  is  a hamlet, 
called  Barn  End,  where  there  is  a good  houfe  called 
Mount  Plealant,  built  by  Mr.  Stephen  Perry,  of  Lon- 
don, wlio,  at  his  death  in  1736,  devifed  it  with  the 
lands  belonging  to  it,  and  a capital  farm  called  Shere- 
HALL,  with  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  to  his  nephew 
Stephen  Perry.  The  latter  eftate  in  1724,  had  be- 
longed to  Thornas  Bennet,  elq.  mafter  in  chancer}’^,  and 
was  then  on  his  marriage  with  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Martin,  afterwards  Leake,  fen.  fettled  on  the 
iffue  of  that  marriage.  But  anno  1 2 George  I.  it  was, 
by  a6l,  veiled  in  trullees,  who  lold  it  to  Stephen  Perry, 
fen.  by  whom  it  was  deviled  as  before-mentioned,  on 
the  deat.h  of  his  nephew  Stephen  Perry,  and  afterwards 
of  his  widow.  In  1765?  their  fon,  Mr.  John  Perry, 
became  entitled  to  it.  He  conveyed  Shere-hall  to 
Francis  Auflen,  elq,  ofSevenoke,  whole  Ion,  Francis 
Mottley  Aullen,  elq  is  the  prefent  polieffor  of  it ; but 
he  died  owner  of  the  feat,  called  Mount  Pleafant, 
foon  afterwards  without  illlie,  and  by  his  will  devi- 
led it  to  be  fold,  which  it  accordingly  was  to  .Mr. 
Thurllon  Ford,  wRo  died  polTelTed  of  it  in  1776, 
without  illue,  and  by  his  will  deviled  it  to  his  brother, 
Gilbert  Ford,  whofe  Ion  Thurllon  Ford  now  owns  the 
inheritance  of  it,  but  Duncan  Campbell,  efq.  refides 
in  it,  w ho  has  greatly  enlarged  this  feat. 

About  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  church 
wellward,  adjoining  to  Dartford-heath,  is  Wilming- 
ton common,  on  which  there  Hands  a good  houle, 
which  vyas  built  in  i 743,  by  Edward  Bathurll  efq,  of 
thi?  paiifh,  at  the  lame  time  that  he  pulled  down  the 
antient  feat  belonging  to  this  ellate,  fituated  at  Barn-* 
end } the  ruins  of  which  Hill  remain  there.  He  was 
the  only  Ion  of  Mr.  William  Bathurll,  gent,  who  be-* 
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icame  poflefled  of  this  eftate,  in  right  of  his  wife  Anne, 
iwkfovv  of  Lancelot  Bathurft  of  this  parifli,  gent,  a 
lyounger  brother  of  Sir  Edward  Bathurft,  of  h ranks. 
lEdward  Bathurft,  efq.  before-mentioned,  ha\^ing  re- 
I moved  to  Goudhurft,  in  this  county,  conveyed  this  feat 
I to  Thomas  Motley,  efq.  of  Beckingharn,  whofe  daugh- 
Iter  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Francis  Auften,  of 
iSevenoke,  and  his  fon,  Francis  Motley  Auften,  efq. 

I clerk  of  the  peace  for  this  county,  is  the  prefent  owner 
I of  it.  Almoft  adjoining  to  Wilmington-common  weft- 
' ward,  is  Dartford-heath,  a fmall  part  of  which  is  within 
I the  bounds  of  this  parifh  ; the  fouth-weft  parts  of  which 
I rife  to  very  high  ground,  are  a poor  chalky  foil,  and  are 
I much  covered  with  coppice  wood,  among  which  are 
I the  two  hamlets  of  Hook-green  and  Stanhill. 

In  Joydens  wood,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  this  parifli 
I is  an  hollow  way,  formerly  a high  road,  which  has  not 
I been  made  ufe  of  for  more  than  an  hundred  years  as 
I fuch.  There  are  yet  remains  of  its  continuance  from 
I hence,  in  a field  or  two  belonging  to  Ruxley  farm,  to- 
I wards  the  turnpike  road  from  Farningham  to  Foots 
I Cray,  which  it  appears  to  have  joined  at  a very  fmall 
, diftance  eaftward  from  the  gate  near  Ruxley  farm.  In 
I the  woods  hereabout,  there  have  been  found  quantities 
I of  bricks  and  other  materials  of  buildings,  perhaps  the 
I remains  of  depopulation,  occafioned  by  the  v/ars  be- 
I tween  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter. 

The  following  scarce  plants  plants  have  been 
I obferved  by  our  herbalifts  in  this  parilh  : 

I Polygonatum,  ot  Solomon  s feal, 

!i  Centaurium  luteum,  or  yellow  centory. 

1-  Flos  adonis  flore  rubro,  the  adonis  floiveiy  with  red 
Jlowers. 

1|  EUeborine  minor  flore  Albo,  wild  white  Hellebore, 

' Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  903.  Merrett’s  Pin,  p,  24,  39, 
60,  83. 
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Nidus  avis  five  fatyrium  abortivum,  bird's  neji,  plen^ 
tifully  all  on  Rozvehill. 

This  place  is  not  mentioned  by  name  in  the  gene- 
ral furvey  of  Domefday,  but  is  included  in  the  account 
of  the  antient  demefne  of  the  king’s  manor  of  Dartford, 
of  which  It  was  an  appendage,  that  manor  extending 
itfelf  over  the  whole  parifh  of  Wilmington  at  this  time, 

as  may  be  feen  more  at  large  in  the  preceding  account 
of  that  manor. 

The  MANOR  OF  Grandisons,  alias  Wilmington, 
was  the  inheritance  of  the  noble  and  illuftrious  family 
of  Grandifon,  written  for  fhortnefs  in  old  deeds  and 
wntings  Grauntfon.  Otho  de  Grandifon,  who  flou- 
rifhed  in  the  reigns  of  king  Henry  III.  and  king  Ed- 
ward I.  pofiefled  this  manor  / on  whole  death,  without 
ifTue,  William  de  Grandifon,  his  brother,  fucceeded  to 
it,  to  whom,  and  Sibilla  his  wife  and  their  heirs,  kino 
Edward  I.  gave  a rent  iflliing  out  of  the  manor  o1 
Dartford,  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Suffex.  He  left 
feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of  die  latter  Agnes,  married 
Sir  John  de  Norwood,  who  afterwards  in  her  ri^ht 
became  intitled  to  it.^  After  which  Richard  Fitz  Alan 
carl  of  Arundel,  held  it  and  died  pofTefled  of  it  in  the 
2iftyear  of  king  Richard  II.**  Richard  Nevill,  the 
peat  earl  of  Warwick,  furnamed  the  King-maker, 
held  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  He  was  flain 
at  the  batde  of  Barnet,  endeavouring  to  replace  king 
Henry  on  the  throne,  in  1471,  after  whofe  death  the 
inheritance  of  the  Warwick  family  was  taken  from 
his  widow,  by  authority  of  parliament,  as  if  flie  had 
been  naturally  dead,  and  much  of  it  was  given  to  her 
two  daughters ; but  this  manor  was  granted  by  kino* 
Edward  IV.  to  Sir  William  Stanley,  who  bore  for  hi^ 
arms.  Argent^  on  a bend  azure  three  bucks  heads  cabojhe 
or,  a chief  gules,  being  next  brother  to  Thomas  lord 

I P-  334-  * Leland.  Itiii.  vol.  iii.  p.  67. 

Philipott,  p.  334.  r / 
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Stanley,  to  whom  the  king  had  granted  the  manor  of 
Dartford.  It  ftaid  with  him  till  he  was  attainted,  and 
loft  his  head  in  the  loth  year  of  that  reign,  under  pre- 
tence of  his  having  been  engaged  in  the  confpiracy  of 
Perkin  Warbeck,‘  when  it  became  again  vefted  in  the 
crown,  where  it  remained  till  king  Henry  VIII.  in  his 
id  year,  granted  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Howard,  afterwards 
created  earl  of  Surry,  and  the  lady  Anne  his  wife,  one 
of  the  daughters  of  king  Edward  IV.  to  hold  to  her  in 
tail  male,  by  knights  fervice.'^  She  died  without  iflue, 
on  which  it  came  again  to  the  crown,  and  was  prefently 
after  granted  to  Margaret  Plantagenet,  wife  of  Sir  Ri- 
chard, fon  of  Sir  Jeffry  Pole,  K.  G.  This  lady,  as  being 
only  fifter  and  heir  of  Edward,  earl  of  Warwick  andSalif- 
bury,  and  daughter  of  Ifabel,  daughter  and  heir  of  Ri- 
chard Nevili,  earl  of  Warwick  and  Salifbury,  by  George 
Plantagenet,  duke  of  Clarence,  and  brother  to  king 
Edward  IV.  was,  on  her  petition,  reftored  by  parlia- 
ment in  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to  the  dig- 
nity of  countefs  of  SaliftDury.  But  after  the  king’s 
marriage  with  Anne  Bullen,  lofing  his  efteem,  fhe  was, 
on  feveral  pretences,  attainted  in  parliament  in  the  31ft 
year  of  that  reign.  In  her  misfortunes  fhe  behaved 
with  great  refolution,  notwithftanding  flae  was  feventy 
years  of  age  ; and  though  fhe  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  confefs  any  thing  prejudicial  to  herfelf,  yet  fhe  had 
fentence  of  death  pa:fed  upon  her,  without  ever  being 
heard ; and  two  years  after,  without  arrangement  or 
trial,  had  her  head  cut  off  in  the  tower,  in  the  33d  year 
of  the  fame  reign.  She  left  by  Sir  Richard  Pole  four 
fons,  Henry,  who  in  the  lift  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had 
been  fummoned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  lord  Mon- 
tague, and  was  afterwards  attainted  and  beheaded ; 
Jeffry,  of  whom  hereafter  ; Arthur,  who  was  attainted, 

‘ In  the  Vifitation  of  1619  is  a pedigree  of  Stanley,  of  Wil- 
mington. Aiigtn.  off.  Inrolinents. 


and 


334  dartford  and  Wilmington  hundred. 
anti  Reginald,  who  was  the  cardinal,  and  afterwards 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  35th  year,  granted  this 
manor  of  Grandifons,  late  parcel  of  her  poflefllons,  to  i 
Sir  Jeffry  Pole,  her  fecond  fon  before-mentioned,  , 
together  with  other  lands  in  Dartford,  Stone,  Wilming- 
ton, Crayford,  Chifelhurft,  and  Sutton  at  Hone,  to  hold 
/K  capite  by  knights  fervice.*  Next  year  he  alienated 
this  manor,  and  the  lands  before-mentioned,  and  certain 
annual  rents  called  Grandifons  Rents,  iffuing  from  feveral 
lands  in  thofe  parifhes,  to  Sir  Thomas  Moile  i"  who,  in 
the  fccond  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fettled  this  manor 
in  marriage  with  his  youngeft  daughter  and  coheir  Amy, 
on  Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  of  Ollantigh." 

After  his  death,  in  the  15th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
Katherine,  his  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  feems  to  have 
had  fome  intereft  in  this  manor  and  Grandifons  Rents. 
However  that  may  be,  it  was  foon  after  conveyed  by 
fale  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Heron,  who,  in  the  beginning 
of  king  James  I’s  reign,  paffed  it  away  to  George  Cole, 
efq.  of  the  Middle  Temple,  London,  and  he,  in  the 
16th  year  of  it  conveyed  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of 
Sutton  at  Hone,  fecond  fon  of  Cuftomer  Smith,  of 
Weflenhanger,  v/ho  likewife  purchafed  the  manor  of 
Rowe-hill,  in  this  parifh,  and  his  great  grandfon, 
RobertSmythe,  efq.  died  poficffed  of  both  thefe  manors 
in  1695,  leaving  Katherine  his  wife  furviving ; and  two 
fons,  Henry  and  William,  to  whom  thefe  manors  de- 
I'cended  as  heirs  in  gavelkind. 

In  the  10th  year  of  king  William,  the  faid  Kathe- 
rine, as  guardian  to  her  two  infant  fons,  obtained  an 
a6l  of  parliament  for  vefting  thefe  manors  in  truftees  to 
fell  them,  who  accordingly,  with  her  and  Henry  Smythe, 
her  eldeft  fon,  in  1699,  conveyed  them,  with  the  ma- 

' Sandforcl’s  Gen.  Hift.  p.  416,  417. 

“*  Rot.  Efcli.  ejus  an.  pt.  24.  " Ibid.  pt.  9.  anno  la  Eliz. 

John  JVlabbe  was  a triiftee  for  this  manor  for  particular  ufes.  See 
Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.pt.  9. 


« 


nor 


WILMINGTON.  325 

nof  of  Sutton,  and  other  premifes  in  thefe  parts,  to  Sir 
John  Lethieullier,  of  London,  whofe  grandfon,  John 
Lethieullier,  efq.  of  Sutton-place,  died  poffelTed  of 
them  in  1760  without  iflTue,  and,  by  his  will,  devifed 
them  to  his  fecond  wife  Anne,  who  furvived  him  ; and 
after  fome  litigation  in  the  court  of  chancery,  fhe,  with 
Mary  Browne,  who  had  contefted  her  right  to  thefe 
manors,  but  had  compromifed  the  fame,  by  their  deed, 
in  1766,  conveyed  them  to  Nathaniel  Webb,  efq.  of 
Taunton,  in  Somerfetfl-iirc,  who  fold  this  manor  to 
John  Mumford,  efq.  of  Sutton  at  Hone,  the  prefent 
cwner  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Rowehill,  as  it  is  now  called, 
though  the  proper  name  of  it  is  Ruehill,  was,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  in  the  pofTelTion  of  the  family 
of  Gyfe  ; as  eminent  for  their  illuftrious  extradlion,  as 
they  w'ere  for  the  largenefs  of  their  eftates.  In  the  very 
beginning  of  ihe  above  reign  Anfelm  de  Gyfe  was 
owner  of  this  manor,  who  having  likewife  the  manor 
of  Elmore,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  by  the  gift  of  John  de 
Burgh,  fon  of  Hubert,  chief  juftice  of  England  and 
earl  of  Kent,  bore  the  fame  coat  of  arms  as  that  great 
earl  did.” 

This  Anfelme  de  Gyfe  had  a charter  of  free  warren 
granted  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  his  lands  in  Wilming- 
ton and  Sutton,  near  Dartford,  in  the  2 2d  year  of  king 
Edward  1.’’  and  died  the  next  year,  whofe  great  grand- 
fon John  Gyfe,  fold  it  to  Simon  Franceys,  a wealthy 
citizen  and  mercer  of  London,  who  was  lord-mayor 
in  the  i6th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  He  died  pofTeffed 
of  this  manor  in  the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign.*! 

The  next  proprietor  of  it  was  Nicholas,  fon  of  Sir 
John  de  Brembre,'  who  becoming  obnoxious  by  his 
attachment  to  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  Richard  II. 

° Philipott,  p.  366,  Atkins’s  Glouc.  p.  325. 
p Rot.  Cart,  ejiis  an.  No.  27.  ■ Ibid. 

Philipott,  p.  366. 
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was,  in  the  lotli  of  that  reign,  attainted,  and  for- 
feited both  his  life  and  eftate.  This  manor  being  thus 
verted  in  the  crown,  king  Richard  II.  in  his  14th  year, 
granted  it  to  Adam  Bamme,  efq.  of  London,  gold- 
fmith,  in  whofe  pofterity  it  remained  feveral  genera- 
tions, till  one  of  his  defcendants  fold  it  to  Brett  j whofe 
fuccertor  parted  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
of  Sutton  at  Hone  before-mentioned.  Since  which 
this  manor  has  had  the  fame  owners  as  the  adjoining 
manor  of  Grandifons,  alias  Wilmington,  being  with  it 
fold  by  Nathaniel  Webb,  efq.  of  Taunton,  in  Somer- 
fetfhire,  to  John  Mumford,  efq.  of  Sutton  at  Hone, 
the  prefent  pofTeffor  of  it. 

There  is  a large  confpicuous  hill,  covered  with  wood, 
fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Dartford-heath,  called 
Rowehill-wood,  part  of  the  demefhe  of  this  manor  j 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  which,  at  the  extremity  of  it,  flood 
the  Court-lodge,  a mean  farm  houfe,  which  being 
burnt  down  about  thirty-five  years  ago,  has  not  fince 
been  rebuilt. 

The  manor  of  Stanhill,  alias  Wardendale, 
antiently  belonged  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in 
Rochefler,  the  manor-houfe  ftill  bearing  the  name  of 
the  Court-lodge.  At  the  diffolution  of  the  priory,  in 
the  3 2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  this  manor  came  to 
the  crown,  and  was,  next  year,  granted  to  the  new- 
eredled  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefler,  who  poffefs 
the  inheritance  of  it.  The  prefent  lefTee  is  William 
Player,  efq.  of  Greenwich. 

icing  Henry  VIII.  in  his  36th  year,  granted  to  John 
Wroth,  land  in  Weflbrockall,  in  Wilmington,  toge- 
ther with  other  lands  there,  called  Eftbrockall,  near 
Dartford  heath,  late  parcel  of  Hartford  priory,  to  hold 
//i  capite  by  knights  fervice.'  They  were  afterwards 
fold  to  Humphry,  and  thence  again  in  the  2d  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  to  Sir  Maurice  Denys  f on  his  death 

‘ Rot.  Efcn.  ejus  an.  pt.  6.  ‘ Ibid. 
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reguilations. 

I.  That  the  Institution  be  under  the  management  of  a President,  Vice-President,  seven  Trustees,  and  a 
Committee,  with  the  addition  of  certain  Depositors,  as  hereinafier-mentioned,  each  of  whom  sliall  have  a vote 
on  all  questions,  and  that  five  shall  constitute  a quorum  competent  to  act  on  all  occasions. 
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the  other  transactions  of  the  Institution. 
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STONE. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  LAURENCE.  Mr.  SAMUEL  NOTLEY 

The  Rev.  Mr.  HALL.  Mr.  JOHN  SH^VRPE. 

ROBERT  TALBOT,  Esq. 


DARENTH. 

THOMAS  FLEET,  Esq.  Mr.  WILLIAM  ROWLSTONE. 

Mr.  THOMAS  CHAPMAN.  Mr.  THOMAS  MUGGERIDGE. 
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WILMINGTON.  337 

I lady  Elizabeth  Denys,  his  widow,  poffefTed  them,  and 
!in  Eafter  term,  anno  17  queen  Elizabeth,  levied  a fine 
' of  the  manor  of  Eftbrockall,  which  is  now  wholly  un- 
I known  both  as  to  its  fituation  and  owner. 

On  her  death,  Elizabeth,  her  only  daughter  and  heir, 
married  to  Vincent  Randyll,  then  deceafed,  had  that 
yearpofleflion  granted  of  thefe  lands  before-mentioned, 
and  three  hundred  acres  of  wood  in  Wilmington, 
holding  them  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.“ 

CHARITIES. 

The  poor  have  a prefcriptlve  right  to  i bufliel  of  wheat,  and  12 
biilliels  of  peas,  payable  yearly  out  of  the  parfonage  of  Sutton 
and  Wilmington,  which  is  diftributed  at  the  parfonage  barn  at 
Sutton,  on  St.  Thomas’s  day. 

John  Lake,  fen.  of  Stone,  by  will  in  1604,  gave  6s.  8d. 
payable  out  of  a piece  of  land,  called  Longacre,  in  Wilmington, 
j that  is  one  half  on  All  Saints  Day,  and  the  lame  on  Good  Friday, 

( to  be  diftributed  in  bread  by  the  churchwardens,  to  the  poor, 

! where  moft  need  fliould  be,  veiled  in  Francis  Motley  Auften,  efq. 

I Thomas  Round,  of  Wilmington,  by  will  in  1631,  gave  los. 
i a year,  payable  out  of  two  melTuages,  and  feveral  parcels  of  land 
I in  this  parifli,  in  the  pofleflion  of  feveral  different  owners.  It  is 
1 diftributed  to  the  poor  in  bread. 

i Anthony  Poulter,  of  Dartford,  by  will  in  1635,  gave 
13s.  4d.  payable  yearly  out  of  apiece  of  land,  called  Deane,^  in 
Wilmington,  to  be  diftributed  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Rogation 
Sunday, “veiled  in  the  heirs  of  John  Pettit,  efq.  and  of  that  an- 
nual produce.  u-  -c  k -n  • 

Mr.  Henry  Blaithwaite,  and  Anne  ms  wire,  by  will  in 

1652,  and  Mr.  Lancelot  Bathurst,  by  deed  in  1670,  and 
different  contributions  from  the  moft  relpedablfe  inhabitants  of 
this  parifli,  gave  different  fums,  with  which  were  bought  a mef- 
fuaae,  barn,  and  7 acres  of  land,  now  of  the  annual  value  of 
Chios,  of  which  2I.  los.  is  diftributed  in  bread  to  the  poor,  2I. 
diftributed  to  them  in  money  on  St.  Thomas  s day,  and  20s.  is 
referved  for  repairs,  veiled  in  the  minifter  and  churchwarden^ 

George  Langworth,  of  St.  Thomas  Apoftles,  gent,  by 
will  in  1 708,  gave  20s.  a year,  payable  out  of  an  eftate  in  VV  il- 
mington,  which  belonged  to  him,  to  be  diftributed  to  the  poor  on 
Chriftmas  day,  in  money,  veiled  in  Mr.  Thomas  Plummer,  of 
London,  woolftapler,  of  il.  per  annum  produce. 

n Rot.  tfeh.  ejus  an.  pt.  6. 
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3j8  dartford  and  v/ilmington  hundred. 

Anthony  Poulter,  of  Dartford,  by  will  in  1637,  gave  20c  j 
to  be  |)aid  yearly  on  Eafter-day,  out  of  liis  lands  and  tenements  i 
Wilmington,  to  be  diftributed  tothe  poor  of  this  parifli,  but  th' 
legacy,  for  what  reafons  is  unknowji,  has  never  been  paid,  though  j 
it  feems  to  be  the  fame  perfon  as  has  been  already  mentione' I 
before. 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  by  will  in  1621,  devifed  in  truft  for  lert 
veral  charitable  ufes  to  the  Skinners  Company,  feveral  ditferenij 
tenements  in  London,  and  in  the  laft  claufe  in  his  will,  declareiti 
that  when  by  the  expiration  of  the  leafes,  the  revenues  of  them 
fliouki  be  increafed,  it  fliould  be  diftributed  among  the  poor  O) 
the  pariflies,  therein  particularly  named,  or  any  other  in  M’hich  hu 
ftioiild  have  lands  at  the  time  of  his  deccafe;  ' Wilmington  is  onr.t 
of  the  pariflies  particularly  nameti,  and  from  the  return  of  bene 
faclions  made  to  the  archdeacon  in  1712,  it  appears  that,  till  tht  t 
fire  of  London  in  1666,  5I.  had  been  annually  given  tothe  poon 
of  this  parifli  by  the  above  company,  which  has  not  been  paid  tc; 
it  fince. 

Wilmington  is  within  the  ecclesiastical: 
JURISDICTION  of  the  cliocefe  of  Rochefler,  and  deanry-^ 
ot  Dartford. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael,  and  confiftss 
of  one  Ifle  and  a chancel,  having  a ipire  fteeple  at  the- 
W'eft  end,  which  (landing  on  the  knoll  of  the  hill,  is: 
an  objedl  for  many  miles  round.  There  are  three  bellss 
in  it.  I 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  this  church,  are  the  j 
following  -.—In  the  ijle,  on  the  fouth  wall,  a hatchmet,  with  the  I 
arms  of  Bunce,  impaling,  or  3 wolves  heads  erafed  gules,  and  in-  | 
Icription  for  Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  James  Bunce,  of  London,  fon  i 
of  Sir  James  Bunce,  bart.  of  this  county.  In  the  chancel^  are  fe-  ; 
veral  monuments  and  infcriptions  for  the  family  of  Bathurft,  of  i 
this  parifli;  near  whichis  a grave-ftone,  on  which  has  been  the  1 
figure  in  brafs  of  a man,  and  a coat  of  arms  above,  all  which,  as  I 
well  as  the  inlcription  are  loft,  but  the  ftone  has  been  purloined  , 
for  another  purpofe,  and  there  is  a modern  brafs  plate  on  it  for  1 
Oliver  Godfrey,  efq.  obt.  1610,  who  had  10  children.  Befides 
Which  there  are  buried  in  this  church  feveral  of  the  familv  of 
Stanley,  of  this  parifli,  and  of  Weft  Peckham,  in  this  county.'' 

In  the  churchyard  is  a monument  for  Sir  Edward  Hulfe,  bart. 
M.  D.  who  lies  buried,  with  his  lady,  &;c.  in  a vault  underneath' 
and  another  for  Edvyard  Fowke,  efq.  and  Hefter  his  wife.  There 
are  likewife  vaults  for  the  families  of  Hobbes,  Perry,  and  Neve, 

* See  the  monuments  and  Infcriptions  at  large  in  Reg.  Rofl'.  p.  991. 
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factor  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli. 


The  church  was  at  firft  only  a chapel  to  the  church 
of  Sutton  at  Hone,  the  adjoining  parilh  to  Wilming- 
ton. Henry  I.  granted  the  church  of  Sutton,  with  the 
chapels  of  Wilmington  and  Kingfdown,  to  the  priory 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rocheftcri  which  gift  Henry  TI. 
confirmed,  as  did  Henry,  bilhop  of  Rochefter.^  _ 
Bilhop  Gundulph,  who  was  elected  to  that  fee  in 
the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  having  divided  the  re- 
venues of  his  church  between  himfelf  and  his  priory, 
allotted  the  church  of  Sutton,  and  thefe  chapels,  to 

the  Chare  of  the  monks.^  ...  • r i • 

Bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  in  the  reign  of  *cing 
Richard  I.  on  the  compromife  of  the  great  dilpute, 
which  he  had  with  his  priory,  concerning  the  gifts 
which  his  predeceflbr,  bifiiop  Gundulph,  had  niade 
to  it,  in  prejudice  of  his  fee,  granted  the  church  of 
Sutton,  with  this  chapel  of  Wilmington,  towards  the 
funport  of  the  almonry  of  the  convent,  and  ordained, 
thatGilbert,  then  redor  of  it,  Ihould  be  perpetual  vicar 
of  the  above  mentioned  church  and  chapel,  paying  to 
the  monks,  as  parfons  of  it,  an  annual  penfion  of  four 
marks,  and  that  the  perpetual  vicar  of  Wilmington 
fhonlrl  hnve  the  cure  of  fouls  in  the  faid  chapel,  and. 


dais,  which  the  vicars  fhould  pay. 


» Reg.  Roff.  p.  45i  S9* 
* Dugd.  Mon.  p.  53“ 


Z a 


» Text.  RofF.  p.  153.  Reg. 
RofF.  p.  a,  3,  6. 

appear . 
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appear  that  this  appropriation  ever  took  place:  it  was 
conditional,  as  may  be  been  by  the  decrees  of  the 
aichbifhops  Hubert  and  Richard.** 

and  rnnfi  appropriated 

wird  d " of  Wilmington  and  Kingfdown,  to- 

watd  the  upport  of  the  almonry  of  the-  convent,  fav- 

Sd'e",e  ‘ '=P'‘“P^*  ’■'ghri  and  that  of  the 

wc  deacon  ofRochefter,  provided  that  the  cure  of  louls 

fervid  *““*  ‘=''‘‘P0ls  Hiould  be 

fervod,  and  in  no  wife  neglefted,  by  a proper  vicar,  who 

lliould  be  from  time  to  time  provided  by  the  billion 

and  his  fucceffors  in  the  church  of  Sutton,  and  bv 

*'*1°*^  chapels,  to  be  prefented  to  him 
and  his  fucceflors  by  the  prior  and  convent.  This 

of  Ro. 

"^"0  of  the  above  appropriation,  the 
par  (hes  of  Sutton  and  Wilmington  continued  one 
parlonage  with  two  diftinft  vicarages,  which,  at  the 
geneial  diflolution,  were  furrendered  into  the  hands 
ot  the  crown,  and  two  years  after,  anno  33  Henry  VIII 
were  fettled  on  the  new  erecfled  dean  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  where  the  inheritance  of  them  ftill  remains. 

Thomas  bilhop  ofRochefter,  m 1436,  confirmed 
the  antient  endowment  of  this  vicarage,  which  was 
of  four  quarters  of  corn,  viz.  one  of  wheat,  one  jf  r^ 
one  of  barley,  and  one  of  peas,  of  the  value  of  fixteen 
fliiilmgs,  a penfion  of  two  marcs,  the  altarao-es  and 
oblations,  and  the  tithes  of  wool,  lambs,  pigs"  geefe 
hemp,  fruits,  honey,  wax,  cows,  calves,  milk-meat^ 
wood,  mills,  and  conies,  and  in  other  fmall  tithes 
and  m twelve  acres  of  arable,  which  in  the  whole  were 
worth  4I.  8s.  6d.  at  that  time,  beyond  reprifes-  and 
he  further  augmented  it  with  the  annual  fum  of  four 
marcs  and  four  flullings,  to^  be  paid  quarterly,  out 

'*  Dugd.  Mon.  j).  69,  10^. 
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of  the  profits  of  the  parfonage,  and  two  bulhels  of 
wheat,  to  be  delivered  half  yearly  at  the  parfonap 
barn,  or  fixteen  pence  in  money,  in  lieu  ot  the 
two  bufliels,  at  the  option  of  the  prior  and  copent, 
who  he  decreed  fhould  continue  to  difcharge  all  bur- 
thens, ordinary  and  extraordinary,  belongmg  to  this 
church,  the  bread  and  wine  for  the  ufe  of  the  altar, 
and  the  repair  of  the  vicarage  houfe  only  excepted/ 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  in  1 650,  il  u- 
ing  out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Wilminp 
ton  was  a vicarage,  and  had  eleven  acres  of  glebe  land, 

with  the  compofition  money  of  ^%4d- 

from  the  parfonage,  and  was  ^oph,  if  the  tithes  were 

truly  paid,  2 81.  per  annum,  mafter  John  Killey  then 

inbumbent  of  it.**  . , , 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  bpks  at  61.  17s.  6d.  and 

the  Yearly  tenths  at  13s.  9d.® 

The  vLr  claims  all  tithes  except  corn  and  gmin, 
which  belongs  to  the  appropriation;  and  he  Kill  r - 

ceives  the  antient  penfion  of  5I.  is. 
an  augmentation  of  lol.  per  annum  fo°n  after  the 
reftoration,  both  paid  by  the  dean  and  chapter  ot 

^ Therri's  a certain  prtion  of  tythes  m this  parifli, 
cahed  Stanl«  Strod^^^^^^^  ^ tlS^’l^Xerd; 
GlanvilV  being  the  dec'ma  novalimt  of  lands  in  Dart- 

ford  and  Wilfnington  which  the  _ of  Le  n 

had  then  firft  cultivated,  to  which  Gilbert,  then  par 
fon  If  Sutton:  confented  ; ^hich  g, ft  was  confirmed 
by  Hubert,  archbithop  of  Canterbury,  and  by  k g 

’"‘“liffolution  of  the 

tithes  was  granted  to  the  dean  and  chapter  ot 


Reg.  RofF.p.  138, 654,  689. 

^ Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib. 
vol.  xix. 


* Bacon,  Lib.  Regis,  Lam- 
beth Queries. 

^ Reg.  Rolf.  p.  688, 


Z 3 


chefter, 
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ford  William  Mum- 

tord,  the.r  leffee  of  the  parfonage  of  Sutton. 

CHURCH  OF  irJLMJHGTON. 

patrons, 

Or  by  vj/iom  jirefented.  "vicars. 

Dean  and  Chajiter  of  Rochejler....  John  mils,  obt.  1477.* 

Thomas  Botelere,  in  1557. 
IVilham  By  den,  inft.  1604. 
Martin  IVatfon,  A.M.  inftituted 
1606. 

^l>ert  marburton,\n^, 

Jeremiah  Clayton,  A.  M.  inft. 
1643. 

Robert  Hartley,  in  1652,  ‘ 
RobeitBedle,  B.  A.  inft.  1661, 
obt.  1695.'' 

7ohn  Percival,  A.Kinii.  160?, 

obt.  Nov.  1 72^. 

John  M^hite,A.U.  inft.  1 7^6,  ob. 

April  29,  1767.' 

Samuel  Dcnne,  A.  M.  inft.  May 

12  Ii—r-  . . J 


k Second  foil  of  Dr.  John  Denne. 

archdeacon  ofRochcfter,  by  thedaugh- 


1767.  Prefent  vicar. 


ter  of  b.lhop  Bradford;  alfo  vicar  of 
Darent,  and  a good  benefaaor  to  thi» 
vicarage— a gentleman  to  whom  lite- 

raiurc  m general,  and  the  editor  of 
hefe  volumes  in  particular,  is  highly 
indebted  for  his  liberal  communica^ 
tions* 
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hundred  of  axstane 

LIES  next  fouth-eaftward  from  that  of  Dartford 
and  Wilmington.  It  is  called  in  the  general  furvey 
of  Domefday,  Achejlan^  and  in  fome  antient  writings, 
ClackJione\  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Edwaxd  I.  it  was 
called  by  its  prefent  name,  the  king  and  the  arch- 
bilhop  being  then  lords  paramount  of  it. 

In  the  20thyear  of  king  Edward  III.  this  hundred 
anfwered  for  fourteen  knights  fees  and  a half,  and 
the  fifth  and  the  fortieth  part  of  a knight  s tee. 


IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 


j.  Sutton-at-Hone. 

а.  Darent. 

3.  Stone. 

SWANSCOMBE. 

SouthFleet,. 

б.  Longfield. 
y.  Fawkham. 

8.  Hartley. 


g.  Ridley. 

10.  Ash. 

11,  Kingsdown,  excejiting 


Woodland. 

12.  Horton  Kirkby. 

13.  Farningham. 

14.  Eynsford,  and 

15.  Lullingstone. 


And  the  churches  of  the 
not  the  church. 


the  church,  which  is  in  another  hundred. 


thefe  pariflies,  and  part  of  Cowden,  but 


SUTTON-AT-HONE 


N in  Llic  vaiivj.  - j r 

This  PARISH  contains  about  3100  acres  ot  land,  ot 


which  250 


are  wood.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  as  to 
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the  eaftern  part  of  it  in  the  vale,  through  which  a 
branch  of  the  river  Darent  runs  at  the  eaftern  boun- 
dary of  it,  near  which  the  turnpike  road  from  Dart- 
tord  to  Farningham,  and  fo  on  to  Sevenoke,  leads 
through  It,  pafling  through  Hawley  and  the  village 
or  Sutton  ; near  it  are  moft  of  the  gentlemen’s  feats 
^ It  mentioned  below,  the  parfonage,  and  vicarage. 
Hence  the  ground  riles  weftward  to  the  hill,  having 
the  church  ftanding  at  one  field’s  diftance  from  the 
above  road,  ftill  higher  to  Gilton-hill  and  Swanley,  . 
at  the  weftern  boundary  af  the  parilh,  at  Birchwood  ' 
corner,  adjoining  to  the  high  road  from  Foot’s  Cray  ! 
to  Farningham.  The  foil  of  this  parifli  is  in  general  ' 
light,  ftony,  and  much  inclined  to  gravel,  though  ^ 
there  is  a good  deal  of  chalk  in  feveral  different  parts  j 
or  It ; and.  there  is  fome  fertile  lands  in  the  fouthern 
part,  adjoining  to  Horton ; the  weftern  part,  adjoin- 
fo  the  Farningham  road,  is  very  poor  indeed, 
and  luch  of  it  as  is  not  coppice  wood  is  moftly  co- 
vered  with  heath  and  furze,  efpecially  about  that  part 
called  the  Warren.  ^ 

_ Our  HERBALISTS  havc  taken  notice  of  the  follow- 
ing SCARCE  HERBS  and  PLANTS  in  this  parifh,  viz. 

Ocymum  fylveftre,  or  wild  hafil^  found  in  plenty  near 
St.  John's} 

Millefolium  flare  rubro,  red  flowered  yarrow  ^ in  the 
Holly  deans. 

Ebulus,  five  fambucus  humilis,  dane  wort^  or  dwarf 
elder,  in  the  grounds  near  St.  John's,  and  in  the  Ne- 
therway  there. 

Tapfus  barbatus,  mullein,  or  higtaper,  grows  likewife 
III  plenty  near  St.  John's. 

That  curious  naturalift,  Abraharn  Hill,  cfq.  lord 
o the  manor  of  St.John’s,  about  the  year  1670, 
planted  in  an  orchard,  adjoining  to  his  manfion  here, 

’ Johnfon’s  Gerardc-s  Herbal,  p.  677,  1072,  1426. 
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the  moft  curious  fruits  from  Devon fhire  and  Here- 
fordfhire,  both  apples  and  pears,  ufed  in  thofe  coun- 
ties for  making  cyder  and  perry,  with  tlie  intent  of 
introducing  them  among  the  orchards  of  this  county, 
many  of  which  are  dill  remaining  here ; among  which 
are  many  trees  of  that  fcarce  fruit,  called  the  KentiJI) 
pippin. 

In  the  book  of  Domefday,  Levenot  de  Sudtone 
is  faid  to  have  had  the  privileges  of /ac  and  foe  within 
the  lath  of  Sutton. 

Robert  Bafing,  in  the.  reign  of  king  John,  gave  to 
the  Knights Hofpitallers  the  manors  o/Sutton-at- 
Hone  and  of  Halgell,  now  Hawley,  in  this 
parifh. 

Elen  de  Saukevile,  daughter  of  Ralph  de  Dene, 
gave  all  her  land  of  Lageham,  in  Penfliurft,  to  the 
manor  of  Sutton.  Ralph  de  Pcnaiurft  gave  more 
lands  and  rents  there  to  this  manor.  N icholas,  fon 
of  Nicholas  de  Twytham,  gave  rents,  with  their  ap- 
purtenances, in  the  parifh  of  Sutton ; and  Gilbert, 
Ion  of  William  Helies,  gave  more  lands  and  rents  to 
it.  In  the  firft  year  of  king  Edward,  the  prior  of 
St.  John  had  a confirmation  of  his  liberties  for  his 
lands  in  Sutton-at-Hone,""  &c.  This  manor  feems, 
by  the  antient  rentals  of  it,  to  have  been  formerly  ac- 
counted but  as  an  appendage  to  that  poffefled  by  the 
knights  in  Dartford,  which  was  conftantly  ftiled, 
Manerium  de  Derteford  cum  Sutton-at-Hone  ; which, 
befides  the  parilhes  of  Dartford  and  Sutton,  extended 
into  thofe  of  A(h,  Penfhurft,  Edenbridge,  Chelsfield, 
and  Nockholt,  and  into  Limpsfield,  in  Surry. 

The  manor  of  Sutton  continued  part  of  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  Knights  Hofpitallers,  who  had  a com- 
mandery  eftabliflied  here.  This  was  a convenient 
manfion,  of  which  they  had  feveral  on  their  different 
jcflates,  in  which  there  was  a fociety  of  thefe  knights 


" Diigd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  544.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  220. 

placed, 
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placed,  who  were  to  take  care  of  their  rents  and  lands 
in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  it.  Xhey  were  allowed  pro- 
per maintenance  out  of  the  revenues  under  their  care, 
and  the  remainder  was  accounted  for  to  the  grand 
prior  at  London  in  which  flate  it  remained  till  their 
dilfolution,  in  the  ^zd  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when 
by  an  acl,  pafled  Ipecially  for  that  purpofe,  all  their 
lands  and  pofiefiions  were  given  to  the  king;  who, 
that  year,  granted  the  office  of  receiver-general  of 
the  revenues  of  the  late  diffolved  hofpital  of  St.  John 
of  JeiLifalem,  in  England,  to-Sis  Maurice  Denys,  de- 
Icended  of  a good  family  in  Gloucefterfhire,  who  bore 
tor  his  arms,  Gu/es,  three  leopards  heads,  or,  je(j'ant  fienrs 
lie  Its  azure,  over  all  a bend  engrailed  of  the  third  ] and 
he,  from  this  grant,  and  having  the  grant  of  feveral 
of  thefe  pofTeffions  afterwards,  acquired  the  addition  of 
bt.  John  s to  his  name.  In  like  manner  all  other 
great  eftates  andpoffieffions,  as  well  of  the  late  mona- 
Itcries  as  of  attainted  perfons,  were  fought  after  by  the 

begged  the  offices 
of  bailiffs  and  receivers  of  them,  to  be  more  certainly 
acquainted  with  their  value,  and  then  got  the  grants 
of  thern  infee;  after  which,  in  his  35th  year,  he  gran- 
ted to  Sir  Maurice  Denys  St.  John’s,  among  ?ther 
premifes,  this  manor  of  Sutton-at-Hone,  alias  St 
John;s,  the  chapel  of  Sutton,  and  other  lands  and 

premifes  belonging  to  it,  to  hold  in  capite,  by  knights 
lervice.  ^ ^ 


Anno  4 queen  Elizabeth,  Sir  Maurice  Denys  levied 
a fine  of  this  manor,  and  two  years  after  died  polfef- 
fed  of  It,  as  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken  after  his 
death.  Lady  Elizabeth  Denys,  his  widow,  who  had 
been  firft  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Stathan,  mercer,  of 
London,  by  whom  fhe  had  no  ilfiie,  then  became 
pofleffed  of  It,  and  died  in  the  19th  year  of  it ; and 
y her  will  gave  this  manor  to  her  only  daughter, 


" Tan.  Mon.  p.  28. 


Elizabeth, 


SUTTOK-AT-HONE.  347 

Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Vincent  Randyll,  efq,  and 
their  two  daughters,  Catherine  and  Martha,  who,  on 
their  mother’s  death,  became  poUeffed  of  it  in  undi- 
vided moieties.  Martha  Randyll  carried  her  moiety 
in  marriage  to  Thomas  Cranfield,  efq.  of  London, 
who  bore  for  his  arms,  Or,  on  afaJc  azure,  three  Jleun 
de  Us  of  the  firfi  ; on  whofe  death  it  came  to  their  Ton, 
Sir  Randyll  Cranfield,  who,  in  the  7th  year  of  king 
Charles  I.  executed  a writ  of  partition  of  this  manor 
with  Sarah  countels  of  Leicefler,  and  her  fon  Sir 
John  Smith,  owmers  of  the  other  moiety  of  it;  and 
each  of  them  pofleffing  part  of  the  demefnes,  as  well 
as  part  of  the  fervices,  each  moiety  became  a feparate 
manor. 

That  which  was  allotted  to  Cranfield  retained  the 
name  of  St.  John’s,  Sutton  manor,  and  in- 
cluded iX-itantient  manfton  and  chapel  of  the  knightshere; 
and  to  this  manor  was  allotted  the  court  leet,  ufually 
held  for  it.  Sir  Randyll  Cranfield,  by  his  will,  in 
1635,  gave  this  manor  of  St.  John’s,  alias  Sutton, 
to  his  ion,  Vincent  Cranfield.  efq.  who,  by  deed  and 
fine,  laid  in  1649,  conveyed  it  to  Mr  Thomas  Hollis, 
merchant,  of  London  ; and  he,  with  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  in  1660,  paffed  it  away,  by  deed  and  fine  levied, 
to  Abraham  Hill,  efq.  merchant  of  London,  who  did 
not  get  poffeffion  of  it  till  the  year  1667.  He  after- 
wards relided  at  St.  John’s,  where  he  died  in  1721, 
and  was  buried  in  Sutton  church.  He  was  defeended 
of  a good  family,  who  had  been  for  fome  generations 
feated  at  Shilflon,  in  Devonihire;  one  of  whom,  Ro- 
bert Hill,  efq.  was  Iheriff  of  that  county  in  the  yth 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  reprefentative  in  parlia- 
ment for  it  in  the  26th  of  that  reign,  and  bore  for  his 
■ arms,  Argent,  a chevron  between  three  water  bougets, 
fable.  One  of  his  defendants,  and  fifth  fon  of  Ro- 
bert Hill,  efq.  of  Shilflon,  feated  himfelf  at  Truro, 
in  Cornwall,  whofe  fon  Richard  was  an  alderman  of 
the  city  of  London.  He  died  in  1659,  and  was  bu- 
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ried  with  much  pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  Dionis 
Backchurch,  London,  leaving  by  Agnes  his  wife,  a 
fon,  Abraham  Hill,  efq.  beforfe  mentioned,  who  was 
a moll  ingenious  and  learned  man,  one  of  the  firft 
cncouragcrs,  and  a fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  at  the 
firft  inftitution  of  it.  By  his  firft  wife  Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Bulftrode  Whitlock,  he  left  a fon,  Richard, 
and  a daughter,  Frances. 

Richaixi  Hill,  efq.  furvived  his  father  but  a few 
weeks,  and  dying  without  iflue,  this  manor  devolved 
tohis  fifter,  Mrs.  Frances  Hill,  who  refided  here,, 
and  died  poflefled  of  it,  in  1736,  unmarried,  and  lies 
buried  in  the  fouth  ifle  of  Sutton  church,  with  the  reft 
of  her  family,  having  a moft  remarkable  and  lingu- 
lar epitaph  on  her  monument  and  grave  ftone ; fhe 
by  her  will  gave  it,  as  well  as  her  other  Kentith 
eftates,  near  Tunbridge,  to  her  kinfman,  William 
Hill,  efq.  of  Carwythinick,  in  Cornwall,  who  in  the 
latter  end  of  1780,  fold  it  to  Mr.  John  Mumford, 
of  Sutton  place,  who  died  in  1787,  and  by  his  will  de- 
vifed  this  manor  to  his  eldeft  fon,  William  Mumford, 
efq*.  of  this  parilh,  the  prefent  owner  of  it ; and  the 
manfion  of  it  to  his  youngeft  fon  John  Mumford, 
efq.  who  was  flierift  in  1796,  and  now  refides  in  it. 
Of  the  manfion  the  north  fide  only  remains,  which  was 
formerly  the  chapel  belonging  to  it : this  has  long  fince 
been  converted  into  the  dwelling-houfe,  and  was  al- 
moft  rebuilt  in  the  year  1755. 

The  OTHER  MOIETY  of  the  manor  of  St.  John’s, 
alias  Sutton-at-Hone,  fince  known  by  the  name  of 
Sutton  manor,  was  carried  in  marriage,  6y  Ca- 
therine, the  other  daughter  of  Vincent  Randyll,  to 
Robert  Wrote,  efq.  whofe  fon,  Francis  Wrote,  efq. 
of  Gunton,  in  Suffolk,  in  the  loth  year  of  king  James,  * 
conveyed  it  to  Sir  William  Swan,  ofSouthfleet;  and 
he,  in  the  14th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  paffed  it  away* 
to  George  Cole,  efq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 
who,  two  years  after,  fold  this  moiety,  together  with 
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the  moiety  of  the  chapel  of  the  late  priory  of  St. 
John’s,  with  all  tithes,  oblations,  &c.  belonging  to 
it,  and  other  lands  in  Sutton  and  Wilmington,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Smith,  fecond  fon  of  Cudomer  Smith,  of 
Weftenhanger,  who  was  a great  navigator,  and  en- 
trufted  in  many  weighty  matters  relating  to  the  trade 
of  this  kingdom.  He  had  been  ambalfador  to  the 
emperor  of  Ruflia,  and  afterwards  refided  at  Brooke- 
place  in  this  parilh,  where  he  died  in  1625,  asiscon- 
jedfured,  of  the  plague,  which  raged  gteatly  here  at 
that  time.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Azure,  a chevron 
engrailed,  or,  between  three  lions  paffant  guar dant  of  the 
fecond-,  which  he  quartered  with  thofe  of  Judde,Chiche, 
Criol,  Creveceur,  Averenches,  Chichele,  and  Stafford; 
having  by  will  left  many  charitable  benefadtions  to 
feveral  parilhes  in  this  county,  and  entrufted  them  to 
the  care  of  the  Skinner’s  company,  who  pay  them 
yearly.  He  lies  buried  in  this  church,  under  a motl 
coftly  monument,  having  his  effigies  at  full  length 
recumbent  on  it.  He  left  by  his  third  wife,  Sarah, 
daughter  and  heir  of  William  Blount,  efq.  who  was 
the  next  year  married  to  Robert  Sidney  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter;  a fon,  John,  afterwards  knighted,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  mother,  Sarah,  countefs  of  Leicefber, 
owners  of  one  moiety  of  the  manor  of  St.  John’s,  exe- 
cuted their  writ  of  partition  of  it  with  Sir  Randyll 
Cranfield,  owner  of  the  other  moiety,  in  the  yth  year 
of  Charles  I.  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 

That  part,  allotted  to  the  countefs  of  Leicefter 
and  her  fon,  thus  becoming  a feparate  manor,  with 
a court  baron  appendant  to  it,  acquired  the  name  of 
the  manor  of  Sutton,  and  after  the  countefs  of  Leicel- 
ter’s  death,  came,  witl>  Brook-place,  into  Sir  John 
Smith’s  polTeffion.  He  died  polfeffed  of  Sutton  ma- 
nor And  Brook-place,  with  much  other  land  in  this 
county,  leaving  by  the  lady  Ifabella,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Warwick,  one  fon,  Robert,  and  a daughter, 
Ifabella,  married  to  John  lord  Robartes,  of  1 ruro. 

Robert 
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Robert  Smythe,  efq.  was  of  Bounds,  in  Bidbo- 
rough,  and  of  Sutton,  and  married  the  lady  Dorothy 
Sidney,  relivft  of  Henry  earl  of  Sunderland,  by  whom 
he  had  one  Ion,  Robert  Smythe,  efq.  of  Sutton-at- 
Hone,  who  was  governor  of  Dover  caftle,  and  died 
in  1695,  P^^flhffed  of  this  manor  and  Brook-place, 
leaving  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  William  Staf- 
ford, of  Blatherwick,  in  Northampton  (hire,  furviving, 
and  two  (ons,  Henry  and  William,"  to  whom  this 
manor  and  leat  delcended,  as  heirs  in  gavelkind. 

In  the  loth  year  of  king  William,  (he,  as  guardian 
to  her  two  infant  fons,  obtained  an  a61;  of  parliament 
for  vefting  this  manor  and  feat,  among  others,  in  this 
county,  in  truftees  to  fell  the  fame,  who  accordingly, 
in  1699,  conveyed  them  to  Sir  John  Le  Thieullier, 
of  London. 

1 his  family  of  Le  Thieullier  appears  to  have  been 
of  good  account  in  France,  as  well  as  Germany,  for 
fome  generations  before  they  fettled  in  England, which  ; 
is  luppofed  to  have  been  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, when  they  fled  hither,  to  avoid  the  perfecution 
in  thofe  parts  on  account  of  religion.  Among  the 
names  of  fuch  French  as  fled  to  Rye,  in  Suflex,  upon  ^ 
the  maflacre  of  the  Proteftants  in  France,  in 
are  the  names  of  Le  Tellier,  and  Tellier;  and  in  a 
lift  of  others,  in  i^y6,  is  that  of  Gyllam  Tulyer. 
John  de  Thieullier  was  a merchant  of  London,  and 
died  at  Lewifliam,  in  1679,  leaving  by  Jane  de  la 
Forterie,  his  wife,  eight  children;  of  whom  John  le 
Tliieullier,  the  eldeft  Ion,  was  a wealthy  merchant  of 
T.ondon,and  lerved  the  office  of  flieriff  there  in  1674, 
ivhen  he  was  knighted.  He  was  the  purchafer  of  this 
eftate,  and  dying  m 1718,  \vas  buried  in  a vault  in 
Greenwich  church-yard,  over  which  there  is  a monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory  ; on  which  are  his  arms, 
Urgent,  a chevron,  gules, ^ between  three  parrots  heads, 

" See  Bidboroygh.  •»  Strype’s  Stow’s  Surv.  book  v.  p.  301. 
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(ouped  vert  \ having,  byhis  will,  been  a good  bene- 
tacflor  both  to  Chrift’s  and  St.  Thomas’s  hofpituls. 
He  left  by  Anne,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Hooker,  alderman,  and  afterwards  lord  mayor  of 
London,  two  fons,  John  Lethieullier,  efq.  of  Alderf- 
brooke,  inEflex;  and  William  Lethieullier,  efq.  of 
Beckenham  and  of  Sutton-place,  and  three  daughters. 
William  Lethieullier,  the  fecond  fon,  poflefled  Sutton 
manor ; he  left  by  his  firft  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  Manning,  a Hamburgh  merchant,  John, 
afterwards  of  Sutton-place  ; Manning,  of  LewiQiam  ; 
Mary,  who  married  Thomas  Scrimplbur,  gent,  and 
William,  who  was  of  London,  citizen  and  grocer. 
H is  fecond  wife  was  Mary  Sarkeld,  of  Cumberland, 
by  whom  he  had  one  fon,  Samuel,  of  Beckenham  ; 
and  two  daughters,  Letitia,  married  to  Tho.  Clerke, 
counfellor  at  Law  ; and  Leonora  to  Mr.  Holden. 

John  Lethieullier,  elq.  the  eldefl  fon,  on  his  father’s 
death,  in  1733,  became  poflefled  of  this  manor  and 
feat.  He  married  twice,  but  had  ilfue  by  neither  of 
his  wives;  and  dying  in  1760,  gave,  by  his  will,  all 
' his  eftates  and  efteds  to  his  wife,  Anne,  who  furvived 
him;  and  fhe,  after  fome  litigation  in  chancery,  to- 
gether with  Mary  Browne,  who  had  contefted  her 
right  to  thefe  manors  and  eftates,  but  had  compro- 
mifed  the  fame  by  their  deed,  in  1766,  conveyed  them 
to  Nathaniel  Webbe,  elq.  of  Taunton,  in  Somerfet- 
ftiire  ; who,  the  next  year,  parted  with  Sutton-place, 
and  other  lands  belonging  to  thefe  eftates,  but  the 
manor  of  Sutton  continued  fome  time  longer  in  his 
pofteffion,  and  till  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  John  Mumford, 
of  Sutton-place,  who  died  in  1787,  and  by  his  will 
bequeathed  it,  after  his  wife’s  death,  to  his  fecond 
fon,  John  Mumford,  efq.  of  St.  John’s,  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

The  manor  of  St.  John’s,  and  the  manor  of  Sut- 
ton, each  pay  a yearly  fee  farm  rent  of  il.  7s.  2d.  to 
the  crown. 
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Sutton-place,  formerly  called  Brook-place,  was, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Hertry  Vlll.  the  inheritance  of 
Nicholas  Statham,  gent,  after  whofe  death  Elizabeth, 
his  widow,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Maurice  De- 
nys, on  whofe  death,  in  the  6th  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, it  came  to  his  brother  and  heir  at  law.  Sir  Wal- 
ter Denys,  of  Durham’s,  in  Gloucefterfhire ; who, 
with  Richard  Denys,  elq.  his  fon,  in  the  yth  year  of 
that  reign,  fold  it  to  Rowland  Hayward,  alderman  of 
London,  and  he  patfed  it  away  to  Martin  Bowes,  efq. 
who,  in  the  13th  year  of  that  reign,  conveyed.it  to 
Anne  Haddoii,  widow  of  W^alter  Haddon,  efq.  prin- 
cipal mafter  of  the  Queen’s  court  of  requefts,  who 
afterwards  married  Sir  Henry  Brook,  alias  Cobham, 
fifth  foil  of  George  lord  Cobham.  She  fold  it  to  George 
Cole,  efq.  of  the  Inner  Temple  j who,  in  the  20th  of 
James  1.  fold  it  by  the  name  of  Sutton-place, 
alias  Brook-place,  heretofore  in  the  poffeffion  of  Sir 
Henry  Cobham,  and  late  in  the  tenure  of  the  coun- 
tels,  widow  of  George,  late  earl  of  Cumberland,  to- 
gether with  the  moiety  of  the  manor  of  St.  John’s, 
and  other  lands  and  premifes,  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
who  much  improved  and  augmented  this  magnifi- 
cent pile  of  building,  which  had  been  firft  ereded  by 
Sir  Maurice  Denys.  The  manfion  remained  in  Sir 
Thomas  Smith’s  defcendants,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  till  Catharine,  widow  of  Robert  Smythe, 
efq.  and  Henry  Smythe,  their  fon,  in  1699,  conveyed 
it  to  Sir  John  le  Thieullier,  who  being  informed  (for 
he  never  faw  it)  that  this  manfion  was,  from  its  fize, 
mo  great  an  incumbrance  to  the  eftate  belonging  to 
it,  ordered  part  of  it  to  be  pulled  down,  winch  was 
done  mofl  injudicioufiy,  infomuch  that  the  magni- 
ficence and  beauty  of  it  was,  in  great  meafure,  de- 
ftroyed.  From  Sir  John  le  Thieullier  it  paffed,  in 
like  manner,  with  Sutton  manor,  to  Anne,  widow 
ot  his  grandfon,  John  Lethieullier,  efq.  who,  with 
Mary  Browne  above  mentioned,  fold  it  in  1766,  to 
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Nathaniel  Webb,  efq.  and  he,  next  year,  conveyed 
Sutton-place,  with  other  lands  in  Sutton,  Darent,  &c. 
to  Mr.  John  Mumford,  who  having  pulled  down 
part  of  it,  modernized  the  reft,  covering  it  with  white 
llucco  ; and  having  thus  improved  the  houfe,  as  well 
as  the  gardens  and  grounds  belonging  to  it,  he  after- 
wards refided  in  it.  He  died  in  1787,  leaving  two 
fons  and  three  daughters  i William,  now  of  Sutton 
place,  wdio  married  a daughter  of  Mr.  Fleet,  of 
Woolwich,  by  whom  he  has  no  iflue ; and  John,  of 
St.  John’s,  in  this  parifli,  flieriff  of  this  county  in 
1796  ; who  married  firft  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Nafli* 
of  Sevenoke  ; and  fecondly,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr.  Sergeant  Leigh,  by  neither  of  whom  he 
has  had  iflue.  Of  the  daughters,  Mary  married' to 
Duncan  Campbell,  efq.  of  London;  Anne  died  unmar- 
ried ; and  Elizabeth  married  Richard  Leigh,  efq.  of 
Wilmington. 

Mr.  Mumford,  by  his  will,  bequeathed  this  feat  to 
his  widow  for  her  life,  who  now  refides  in  it,  with  her 
eldeft  Ton,  William  Mumford,  efq.  to  whom,  after 
her  death,  he  devifed  this  feat. 

Hawley  is  an  hamlet,  fituated  in  the  northern 
extremity  of  this  parifh,  adjoining  to  Wilmington. 
It  was  antiently  called  Hagelei,  and  was  efteemed  as 
part  of  the  manor  of  Dartford,  the  king’s  antient  de- 
mefne ; but  before  the  taking  the  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  it  had  been  feparated  from  it,  as  appears  from 
the  defeription  of  the  manor  of  Dartford  in  that  re- 
cord, as  follows  : 

The  tenants  of  the  hundred  likewife  affirm^  that  Ha- 
gelei is  taken  azvay  from  this  manor  (of  Dartford).  It 
was  taxed  at  half  a fiding.  The  Jheriff  held  this  land ^ 
and  when  he  quitted  the  florievalty^  it  remained  in  the 
king' s occupation  \ fo  it  remained  alfo  after  the  death  of 
king  Kdward’,  nozv  Hugh  de  Port  holds  it,  with  54 
acres  of  land  more.  The  zvhole  of  this  iS'  zvorth  13 
pounds. 

VOL.  II.  A a Odo, 
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Odo,  the  great  bilhop  of  Baieiix^  had  then  got  It 
into  hispofleffion,  as  appears  by  the  before  mentioned 
kirvey;  where,  among  the  lands  of  that  prelate,  it  is 
in  another  place  thus  entered  : 

In  the  lath  of  Sudtone,  in  Acheflan  hundred^  Hugh  de 
Poit  holds  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux  Hagelei.  It  was  taxed 

at  half  a filing.  The  arable  land  is In  demefne 

theie  aie  2 carucates^  and  14  villeins.^  with  borderers 
having  4 carucates.  I here  are  3 fervanis.,  and  12  acres 
of  meadoWy  and  i mill  of  20  fhiilingSy  and  i den  of  wood 
Jufficient  for  the  pamiage  of  5 hogs.  The  whole  manor  is 
worth  now  15  pounds y of  20  pence  in  an  ore.— In  this 
manor  one  tenant  holds  20  acres  of  arable  landy  worth  r 
Jlnllings  per  ann.  He  is  called  Uluret.  He  neither  belongs 
to  this  manor , nor  can  he  have  any  other  lord  but  the  king. 

This  place,  on  the  clifgrace  of  the  biOiop  of  Baieux, 
about  four  years  after  taking  this  furvey,  moft  proba- 
bly reverted  to  the  crown.  After  which  it  feems  to 
have  come  into  the  polfeffion  of  Henry  de  Port,  for 
he,  in  the  year  1108,  being  the  8th  year  of  king 
Henry  11.  with  the  confent  of  Hawis  his  wife,  and 
Hugh  his  fon,  gave  in  perpetual  alms,  to  the  church 
®f  ^^ochefter,  all  his  tithes  of  Hagelei,  of  which  that 
church  polTetred  one  moiety  before  of  his  gift. After 
udiich  it  appears  to  have  been  owned  by  the  family 
of  Baling  j one  ot  whoni,  Robert  Baling,  in  the  reign 
of  king  John,  gave  the  manor  of  Sutton,  and  this 
manor  of  Halgell,''  to  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Je- 
rulalem,  commonly  called  the  Knights  Holpitallers, 
with  whom  it  continued  till  their  dilTolution,  in  the 
'3  2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  It  has  long  lince  been 
merged  in  the  manor  of  Sutton-at-Hone,  now  pof- 
felTed  by  John  Mumford,  efq. 

There  was  a lubordinate  manor  in  Hawley,  for- 
merly known  by  the  name  of  Haw  Sawters,  alias 
SAPtERs,  which,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 

’ Text.  Rolf.  p.  ig^.  r Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  576. 
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was  In  the  poffeffion  of  the  noble  famil5^of  Haftlngs. 
Laurence  de  Haftings,  earl  of  Pembroke,  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  the  2 2d  year  of  king  Edward  111.“ 
whofe  grandfon,  John  de  Haftings,  was  unfortunately 
killed  at  a tournament  at  ^V oodftock,  anno  i 3 king 
Richard  II.  aj^d  dying  without  iflue,  left  Philippa 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of 
March,  furviving;  who,  having  re-married  Richard 
Fitzalan,  earl  of  Arundel,  he  had  this  manor  in  dowry 
with  her.  She  furvived  her  laft  hufband  fome  years, 
and  on  her  death,  anno  2 king  Henry  IV,  this  ma- 
nor, by  virtue  of  an  entail  made  by  John  Haftings, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  in  the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
in  cafe  he  died  without  iffue,  devolved  to  his  coulin, 
William  de  Beauchamp,  baron  of  Bergavenny,  younger 
fon  of  Thomas  earl  of  VVarwdek,  by  Catharine  Mor- 
timer, fifter  of  Agnes  his  mother.  He  died  in  the 
1 2th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.*  anil  was  fucceeded  by 
Richard  Beauchamp,  his  fon  and  heir,  who,  in  the 
8th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  was  made  earl  of  Wor- 
cefter  j foon  after  which  he  was  flain  in  France,  leav- 
ing  by  Ifabel  his  wife,  fifter  4nd  heir  of  Richard  le 
Defpencer,  one  foie  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth, 
afterwards  married  to  Edward  Nevill,  a younger  fon 
of  Ralph,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  who  had  pofleftion 
granted  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance,  and  was  after- 
wards, in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VT.  fum- 
moned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  lord  Bergavenn}^. 
He  furvived  his  wife,  and  died  anno  1 6 Edward  IV . 
pofleffed  of  this  manor  ofSawters.  How  long  it  con- 
tinued in  this  family  I do  not  find  ; but  in  the  ift  of 
of  king  Henry  VITI.  John  Poulter  was  in  poflefiion  of 
it ; defeended  of  a family  originally  of  Loughborough, 
in  Leicefterfhire,  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  II.  and 
afterwards  fettled  at  Hitchin,  in  Hertfordfiiire,  who 
bore  for  his  arms,  Argent^  two  hendlets  fable,  in  chief 

\ Philipott,  p.  334.  - ' Dug.  Bar.  vol.p.  576.  Rot.  Efch. 
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nCorniJh  chough  proper/  His  daughter,  Anne,  ear- 
ned itm  marriage  to  Thomas  Mayo;  and  his  eldcft 
Ion,  Thomas  Mayo,  was  poffeiled  of  Hawly  with  Saw- 
ters,  in  die  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’sreign.  From 
iim  It  defeended  to  his  Ton,  Dionile  Mayo,  whoTe 
beirs  in  the  beginning  of  king  James’s  reign,  fold 
Hawley-hoiife,  with  the  reputed  manor  of  Salters,  to 

potrefTed  of  it  in 

\\nv  „ came  into  the  pofTeffion  of  Mr. 

M Jliam  Hewlon,  who  died  in  i637^nd  lies  buried 
with  his  wife  in  Sutton  church.  His  fon,  of  the  fame 

mfoed  Charles  1.  tranh 

mitted  Hawley-hoiife,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it 

to^Fd  c^^^^wters,  was  now  quite  obliterated,’ 

Fdwaid  Laaby,  efq.  foji  of  Benjamin  Badby,  of 
Condon,  gent,  hxth  fon  of  John  Badby,  gent  of  St 

eftlr/h^b  • b'’"  toward,  whofe 

Tam«  n I “ king 

wi  h Vvilham,  ,n  1695,  granted  this  feat, 

with  the  ellate  belonging  to  it,  to  Sir  Francis  Leigh, 
of  Tring,  in  Hertfordfoire,  who  removed  hither  jSid 
V^s  knight  of  the  flrire  for  this  count;  J'lhefiril’p^- 

deJtende^  T/  l"™'  1 Hawley-hLfc 

dclcended  at  length  to  his  grandfon,  Francis  I eieh 

efq  who  died  poffelTed  of  it  in  witllt  iffiie 

anc  by  Ins  will  bequeathed  it,  with  the  lands  bclongin<r’ 
p It  m Hawley,  to  his  fourth  and  furviving  wife,  for 

it  he!?’  but  the  inheritance  of 

It  he  ^ye  to  his  nephew  and  heir  at  law,  Richard,  only 

fon  of  his  brother,  Richard  Leigh,  efq.  ferieant  a^da? 

M^nf^'l*  'f  pizabeth.  daughterbfMr.  John 
Mumford,  of  Sutton-pace,  by  whom  he  has  two'^fons 

Jevn»  bear  for  their  arms.  Or,  on  a 

ofO/;^/  /!'w'''H7^‘'T'''  ‘be  coats 

.ff  t Looel,  ini  GtfforJ,  quartered  with  them.” 
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There  are  two  other  hoiifes  in  Hawley  of  fome  ac- 
count, the  one  nearer  Dartford,  built  by  Mr.  Holland, 
whole  daughter  Hefter  brought  it  in  marriage  to  Ed- 
ward Fowke,  efq  who  died  in  1789,  f.  p.  and  devifed 
it  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Francis  Fowke,  who  now  owns 
it,  but  Mr.  Adam  Callow  refides  in  it. 

The  other  feat  is  nearer  Sutton,  and  was  rebuilt  by 
Samuel  Percival,  efq.  on  wliofe  deceafe  it  become  the 
property  of  rear-admiral  Robert  Robinfon,  elq.  of 
Eltham,  who  married  his  only  furviving  daughter  and 
heir;  after  which  it  was  fold  to  Thomas  Frazer,  efq. 
who  now  owns  it,  but  FJuffey  Fleet,  efq.  refides  in  it. 

The  mill,  mentioned  in  the  furvey  ot  Domefday,  is 
ftill  in  being,  and  adjoins  the  gardens  of  the  lall-men- 
tioned  houfe,  being  now  ufed  for  the  manufadlure  of 
paper,  and  the  prelTing  of  oil. 

H IGH LANDS  is  a manor  in  this  parifli,  which  lies 
weftward  from  Hawley,  adjoining  to  Wilmington,  and 
was  fo  called  from  its  high  fituation. 

This  manor  feems,  from  the  earliefl:  times,  to  have 
had  the  fame  pofieffors  as  the  adjoining  manor  of  Rowe- 
hill,  in  Wilmington. 

Anfelm  de  Gyfe  had  a charter  of free-warren,  granted 
to  him  and  his  heirs,  for  his  lands  in  Wilmington  and 
Sutton,  in  the  zzd  year  of  king  Edward  1.’'  and  died 
the  next  year.  Elis  great  grandfon,  in  the  8th  year  of 
king  Edward  II.  lold  it  to  Simon  Franceys,  a wealthy 
citizen  of  London,  and  he  died  polTelTed  of  it  in  the 
jzd  of  king  Edward  III.  as  appears  by  the  efcheat-rolls 
of  that  year. 

How  to  find  the  intermediate  owners  I know  not ; 
but  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  it  was  in  the 
poflefTion  of  Sir  Thomas  Moyle,  who  gave  it  in  mar- 
riage with  his  youngeft  daughter  and  coheir,  Amy,  to 
Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  of  Ollantigh,  on  whofe  deceafe 
it  came  to  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Kempe,  and  he 

Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  No.  27. 
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conveyed  this  manor  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Reginald 
Kempe/  who  fold  it  in  the  latter  end  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth si  eign,  to  Lancelot  Bathurft,  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, and  of  Franks  in  this  neighbourhood,  in  whofe 
delccndants  it  continued  to  Francis  Bathurft,  efq.  of 
ran  s,  who  died  poflelled  of  it  in  17.38,  leaving  ran 
only  daughter  and  heir,  Beronice,  married  to  Mr.  fo- 
leph  Fletcher,  of  London ; and  their  only  daughter 
. and  heir,  Sufan,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  Talker, 
eiq.  vvho  furviving  his  wife  before  mentioned,  fold  it, 
m 1766,  to  John  Calcraft,  ofingries,  efq.  on  whofe 
death  in  1772  it  became  by  his  will,  the  inheritance 
of  his  fon,  John  Cakraft,  efq.  who  fold  it  to  John 
M^ford,  efq.  of  this  parifh,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

This  manor  is  held  of  the  manor  of  Lewifham. 
A rour/  baron  \%  held  for  it,  and  feveral  lands  in  the 
weltern  part  of  Sutton  are  holdenof  it. 

Gilden-hill,  now  called  Gilton-hill,  lies  weflward 
of  button-ftreet,  andfeems  formerly  to  have  been  ac- 
counted a manor,  great  part  of  it  belonged  to  the 
glory  of  Dartford,  and,  at  the  diffolution  of  it  in  king 
Lienry  Vlllth’s  reign,  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown.  After  which,  that  king,  in  his  -jed  year 
granted  to  Sir  Percival  Hart,  among  other  premifes! 
gl  the  manors  and  lands  formerly  in  the  tenure  of 
Hgry  Humphry,  and  afterwards  of  John  Waller,  in 
Gilden-hill  and  Swanley,  in  Sutton,  to  hold  in  capite 
by  knights  fervice  P on  whofe  death,  in  the  2 2d  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  they  defcended  to  George  Hart,  efq. 
his  fon  and  heir.  In  the  next  year  of  king  James  I. 
Sir  Ohvg  Bgeler,  of  Teflon,  pofTcffed  this  farm  and 
lands  of  ^Iden-hill,  and  his  defcendant.  Sir  Philip 
Boteler,  gTeflon,  bart.  died  pofTeffed  of  them  in  17-2 

M one  moiety  of  his  eftates  to 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of  Chart  Sutton,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  Elizabeth,  vifcountefs  dowager  Folke- 


" Philipott,  p.  366. 
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(lone,  and  William  Bouverie,  earl  of  Radnor  ; and  on 
their  partition  of  thefe  eftates,  this  farm  and  lands  at 
Gilden-hill  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the  lady  vifcountefs  do^w- 
'liier  Folkeftone,  who  died  in  1782,  and  was  fiiccceded 
In  them  by  her  only  fon,  the  Hon.  Philip  Bouverie, 
who  has  fince  taken  the  name  of  Piifej^  and  he  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  them. 

SwANLEY  is  a confiderable  hamlet  m this  parifli, 
Ivino  at  the  fouth-weft  extremity  of  it,  at  the  northern 
part° of  which  there  is  a feat  called  Hackftaple , but  foi  - 

nierly  Exftapull  in  old  records.  <rn  <•  ,i  v 

Ro<rcr  Rothele,  ofDartford,  died  poffeffed  of  this 

feat  in  the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  IV^  Sir  John 
Wiltftire  polTefled  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  ot 
kinc^  Henry  VIII.'  It  was  afterwards  owned  by  the 
Kilhngworths,  from  whom  it  went,  vvith  Elizabeth, 
foie  dauahter  and  heir  of'  George  Killingworth,  in 
marriageTtoChriftopher  Eglesfield,  gent,  about  the  end 
of  the  reian  of  queen  Elizabeth,  one  of  his  defeen- 
dants,  Francis  Eglesheld,  of  London,  gent,  defeended 
from  a family  who  bore  for  their  arms.  Or,  thee  eagles ^ 
difpkyed  gulesd  He  paffed  it  away  by  IKle  foon  aftei 
the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Mr.  Chriftophei  Searle, 
whofe  defeendant  of  the  fame  name  conveyed  it, 
about  1733,  to  Mr.  Charles  Egerton,  of  London ; on 
whofe  dei?h,in  1747.  this  feat  and  eftate  came  to  his 
eldeft  fon,  John  Egerton,  efq.  of  Hadlejgh,  whofe 
dow  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it,  but  Dr.  David 

cairn  now  refidcs  in  it.  t h i ci-  Co 

The  priory  of  Bermondfey,  otherwife  called  St.  Sa- 
viour's in  Southwark,  poffeffed  certain  lands  at  Gil- 
den  hal’l,  called  Bermondefey-lands,  Monkyns,  or 
Monkllands,  in  Sutton,  Fernmgham,  and  Eynsfoid. 

CHARITIES. 

c 1 ^ airprp  0-iven  for  the  repair  of  the  church. 

THOMAs‘'TrR°Rav,  yeomait,  of  Slioreham,  in  .6.8  gave  by 
wil  a houfeTnd  Ld  a?  Dean  in  Horlon,  to  .he  poor,  now  of 
the  annual  produce  of  3I.  5s. 


Rot.  pfeh.  fjus  au. 
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s.itKdS»s ; “A 

and,  on  a falrie^azure  c fvvan^  ^ > 

flie  left  by  will  a hiufe  ^ba  n 1 3 birds.  And 

of  the  above  hoiTef  for  th^r^r  af 

produce  of  3I.  los.  * ^ of  them,  now  of  the  annual 

s'-  los.  •''f 

IMrs.  CAT„„.LPBf  ’ '°  'rr"!,,  •■  '’*  S«""''-=C„mpan)? 

’O  1572,  20s.  per  annnm  ^ .V  ^ r"Sbam,  gave  by  her  deed 
of  a farm,  called  Darlands^^n  P’lr  ^°vf  to  be  paid  out 

'I'he  tenant  nffl;.  , 7’  Gm.nghani,  veiled  in  lord  Vere. 

dean  and  chapter  to 

wheat  yearly  {o  the  pfor  ^"^'^Is  of 

St.7ohn7on  S:7ou£T?v1-\'’'7  ^ <>f 

tioned  were  built,  Lve  the  nVht^f  alms-houfes  before-men- 
the  fouthernmoll  of  them  • he^ 

houfes  on  the  garden-ground  of  thpt  h’  T more 

Frances  HiLralftedTl^^^^^^^^  Hts  daughter,  Mrs. 

other  ufes  of  thole  houfes.  ^ adjoining,  for  gardens  and 

to  the  poor,  to  buy  Hno^'^clo'thVo^r^thei'  P^'" 

the  heirsof  dohn  ^umfSrd:^!:^^^^^ tfe  “ 

Sutton-at-Hone  is  within  the  ecclesiastic  a r 

of  sr  i^^-cforTaiKi  z; 

fteeple  at  weft  end,  co„taint„gdie7dl7Tk 
dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift.  'f":  “cJ's.  it  is 

r fi™*’  16 1 burnt  down,  bvaner- 

"“F?o^4'rcf ti“ : tiff  kS  “ 

Jdtr,  all  baptifms  were  folemnized  at  Parent.  ^ 

folfo;::r„7:7rrX7  T “""-'f'yn  .Ins  Ch„rchare  the 
M.D.  obt.  i66g,  arks  a Mn  “'"’“"d  for  Thomas  Giffbrd, 
1009,  arms,  ahon  pairaiit  guardant  on  a chief,  thre^ 

Itirrups ; 
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ftirrups  ; under  theraifcd  part  of  it,  on  which  the  altar  flnnds,  is 
a vault,  in  which  feveral  of  the  vicars  and  their  families  are  bu- 
ried. At  the  ive/h  end  of'  the fouth  ijle,  near  the  door,  are  memorials 
for  the  Staceys  of  Deptford,  buried  in  a vault  underneath.,  arms, 
on  a fefs  3 fleurs  de  lis  between  3 birds.  Againftthc  foutli  wail, 
a monument,  with  the  figure  of  a woman  in  white  marble,  h.aif 
length,  in  alto  relievo,  for  Mrs.  P'rances  Hill,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Hill,  efq.  great  grand  daughter  of  William,  lord  Whlloughbv, 
of  Parham,  obt.  unmarried  1736,  cet.  78;  arms,  Hill.  In  ihe 
/mall fouth  chancel,  at  the  eaft  end,  a mural  monument  for  Abra- 
ham Hill,  efq.  of  St.  John’s,  in  this  parifli,  the  fon  of  Richard 
Hill,  efq.  delcendcd  out  of  Devonfliire;  he  was  twice  married, 

I ft,  to  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Bulftrode  Whitlock,  by  P'rances, 
daughter  of  William,  lord  Willoughby,  of  Parham ; adlv,  to 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Michael  Pratt,  efq.  by  the  former  he  left 
Frances  and  Richard.  He  died  1721,  a-t.  88 ; arms,  Hill,  im- 
paling azure  a chevron  ingrailed,  between  3 falcons,  or,  and  again 
impaling  Pratt.  Another  monument  for  Richard  Hill,  efq.  be- 
fore-mentioned. He  married  Frances  Eyres,  and  died  in  1722, 
/ ft.  and  file  re-married  in  1 723,  Francis  Bathurft,  efq.  of  Franks, 
in  Plorton.  On  the  fouth  fide  is  a moft  ftately  monument,  on 
which,  under  an  arch  richly  ornamented,  lies  the  figure  of  a maji 
at  full  length  in  his  robes,  his  head  refting  on  a cufliion,  the 
whole  finely  executed,  and  over  him  an  infcription  for  Sir  Tho- 
mas Smith,  of  Sutton -place,  in  this  parifli,  governor  of  the  Eaft- 
India  and  other  trading  companies,  treafurer  of  the  Virginian 
plantation,  prime  undertaker  in  1612,  of  the  difcovery  of  the 
north-weft  paftage,  and  fome  time  ambaffador  to  the  emperor  and 
great  duke  of  Rullia  and  Mufcovy,  Sec.  Sec.  obt.  1625  ; at  the 
top,  on  each  fide,  a celeftial  and  terreftrial  globe,  and  between 
them  a lai-ge  ftiield  of  arms,  being  Smith,  azure  a chevron  iii- 
grailed  between  3 lions  paft'ant,  guardant,  or,  quartering  8 otner 
coats.  A memorial  for  Plenry  Smith,  efq.  fon  and  heir  of  Ro- 
bert Smith,  .efq.  great  grandfon  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  before- 
mentioned.  Thefaid  Henry  left  by  Pdizabeth,  only  daugliter  of 
Dr.  John  Lloyd,  prebendary  of  Windfor,  an  only  child,  Sydney 
Stafford  Smith.  He  died  in  1706,  mt.  29,  leaving  his  widow 
furviving.  Above,  the  arms  of  Smith  impaling  Lloyd,  at  the 
entrance  to  this  chancel  are  2 fmall  antient  folding  doors  of  oak 
carved  with  gothic  work,  on  the  upper  part  of  which  are  fcrolls, 
and  on  each  door  a full  face,  carved  with  a tongue,  through  a 
buckle  hanging  out  of  the  mouth,  being  an  alluiion  to  an  antient 
family  in  this  parifli  of  the  name  of  Puckletongue  ; under  the 
pew  in  the  north  ifle,  belonging  to  Hawley -houle,  is  a vault,  in 
which  lie  feveral  of  the  owners  of  that  feat,  efpecially  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Leigh,  to  the  prefent  time.  In  the  churchyard  is  a vault 
and  monument  for  John  Lethieullier,  efq.  of  Sutton-place,  and 
his  two  wives  ; he  died  / Ji.  in  1760;  and  on  the  north  fide  a 

tomb, 
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tomb,  and  under  it  a vault  for  the  Percivals,  of  Hawlev,  in  this 
panfli ; and  on  the  fouth  fide  are  vaults  for  the  Saundedons,  of 
Gillingham,  and  the  Searles,  of  Hackftable.® 

King  Henry  I.  granted  the  church  of  Sutton,  with 
the  chapels  of  Kingfdown  and  Wilmington,  with  the 
tythes  of  them  in  corn,  cattle,  pannage,  mills,  and  all 

diefte^  Andrew,  in  Ro- 

Gundulph,  bidiop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  eleded 
to  this  fee  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  having  di- 
vided the  revenues  of  his  church  between  himfelf  and 
his  convent,  allotted  this  church,  with  the  chapels  be- 
longing to  It,  to  the  Hiare  of  the  monks,  which  was 
conhrmed  by  king  Henry  II.  and  afterwards  by  Henry, 
biOiop  of  Rochelter.e  . 

Billiop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  in'  the  reign  of  kina  Ri- 
chard  1.  on  the  compromife  of  the  great  difpute,  which 
he  had  with  the  priory,  concerning  the  gifts  which  bi- 
hop Gundulph,  his  predeceflbr,  had  made  to  it,  granted 
this  church,  with  the  chapel  of  Wilmington,  to  the 
prioiy,  towards  the  fupportof  their  almonry  ; and  or- 
dained, that  Gilbert,  then  redor,  lliould  be  perpetual 
vicar  of  it,  paying  to  the  monks,  as  for  the  tithes  of 
corn,  four  marcs  yearly ; and  that,  after  his  deceafe, 
or  refignation,  the  perpetual  vicar  of  Sutton  Ihould 
have  cure  of  fouls,  and  m the  name  of  his  vicarage, 
take  for  his  maintenance,  all  the  altarage,  as  well  in 
fmall  tythes  as  in  oblations,  and' all  obventions  be- 
except  the  tythe  of  corn  ; and  further, 
that  he  mould  poflefs  the  alms-land  then  belongina  to  it 
or  which  any  one  might  in  future  give  to  it,  exc?pting 
the  court-lodge,  with  the  buildings  and  the  meadow 
belonging  to  the  monks  there.  And  he  further  or- 
darned,  that  the  cellarer  of  the  priory  Ihould  Main 

p.  ‘“"i  i"fcript!ons  at  large,  m Reg.  Hoff. 

‘ 1 exf.  RofF.  p.  I (j 

' Dugci.  AJon.  vol.  iii.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  6. 
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all  the  burthens  of  it,  as  well  in  refpe£l;  to  the  bifhop 
as  the  archdeacon,  except  fynodals,  which  the  vicar 
himlelf  fliould  pay.  It  appears  by  the  decrees  of 
archbilhop  Hubert  and  Richard,  that  this  appropria- 
tion was  merely  conditional ; and  it  feems  never  to 
have  taken  place  j**  for  in  the  year  1253,  Laurence, 
bilhop  of  Rochefter,  appropriated  and  confirmed  to 
the  priory  this  church,  with  the  chapels  of  Kingfdown 
and  Wilmington,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  almonry, 
in  recompence  for  their  giving  up^  their  right  in  the 
churches  of  Frindfbury  and  Dartfoid,  which  he  got 
appropriated  to  his  own  fee,*  provided  that  the  cure  of 
fouls  in  the  faid  church  and  chapel  fliould  be  ferved, 
and  in  no  wife  negleded,  by  a proper  vicar,  who 
fliould  be  from  time  to  time  provided  by  the  bifliop, 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  in  the  church  of  Sutton ; and  to 
proper  vicars  in  the  faid  chapels,  to  be  prefented  to 
him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  by  the  prior  and  convent.  This 
appropriation  was  confirmed  by  John,  bifliop  of  Ro- 

chefter,  in  1478.’'  . , 

In  confequence  of  the  above  appropriation,  the  pa- 
pariflies  of  Sutton  and  Wilmington  continued  one  pai  - 
fonage,  with  two  diftina  vicarages  ; which  were,  at 
the  general  diflblution,  furrendered,  together  with  the 
other  poflelTions  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  and  were  two  years  afterwards, 
anno  33  king  Henry  VIII.  fettled,  by  that  king  on  the 
new-erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of 
whofe  poflefllons  they  ft  ill  remain. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Sutton  was  valued  at  thirty-five  marcs,  and  the  vicarage 

at  one  hundred  fliillings.' 

Walter,  prior,  and  the  convent  of  Rochefter, 

29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  demifed  for  the  term 
of  eighty-five  years,  to  Nicholas  Statham,  gent,  this 


’’  Reg.  Roff.  p.  53’  ^9’ 
Keg.  Rotf.  p.  138,  654. 


’ Ang.  Sacra,  vol.  i.  p.  3 50. 
’ Stev.  Mon.  vol.i-  {)■  45*^' 
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jjarfonage,  with  the  prefentatlon  to  the  vicarage,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  13I.  6s.  8d.  and  three  bufliels  of  wheat, 
at  Ladytide,  to  the  poor  of  Sutton  and  Wilmington  ;• 
the  faid  Nicholas  to  repair  the  premifes,  and  to  find 
flraw  for  thatching  the  churches  of  Sutton  and  Wil- 
mington. 

By  the  furvey  taken  by  order  of  the  ftate  in  Decem- 
ber 1649,  of  the  manor  and  reftory  of  Sutton,  parcel 
of  the  then  late  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  it 
appears,  that  it  then  confifted  of  the  feite,  containing 
two  large  barns,  a fmall  granary,  and  barn-yard  of  two' 
roods  of  land  ; all  which  were  eftimated  at  two  pounds’ 
per  annum,  and  the  tythes  belonging  to  it  at  feventy- 
eight  pounds  per  annum.  All  which  were  let,  by  the 
dean  and  chapter,  anno  14  king  Charles  I.  to  the  truf- 
tees  of  Ambrofe  Beale,  for  twenty-one  years,  at 
13I.  ns.  8d.  The  leflee  w'as  bound  to  repair  the 
chancel,  and  to  make  the  ufual  payment  to  the  vicar  of 
Sutton,  of  twenty  bufhels  of  peas  annually,  and  two  ’ 
bufhels  of  wheat;  to  the  vicar  of  Wilmington,  of 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  peas,  one  quarter  each,  and  twenty 
Ihillings  and  eight-pence  in  money ; the  vicarages  of 
the  churches  being  excepted  out  of  the  leafe. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjton  of  enquiry  into  the  value  1 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  ifluing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  Sutton  at-Hone  was  a vicarage,  ] 
worth  fixty  pounds  per  annum  ; mafter  Robert  Hazel- 
wood  then  enjoying  it." 

This  vicarage  was  augmented  by  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter, foon  after  the  reftoration,  with  the  annual  fum  of 
ten  pounds,  befides  which  the  vicar  receives  an  old 
penfion  of  four  nobles,  and  four  quarters  of  grain,  viz. 
of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  and  peas,  one  quarter  of  each, 
out  of  the  parfonage ; and  two  Ibillings  annually  from 
Sir  Thomas  Smith’s  charity. 

™ Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-libr.  vol.  xiv.  xix. 
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The  demefne  lands  belonging  to  the  manor  of  St, 
John’s,  claim  an  exemption  from  tythes  when  in  the_ 
owner’s  occupation,  as  having  part  of  the  revenues  of 
the  knights  hofpitallers,  concerning  which  exemption 
a decree  was  made  confirming  it,  anno  lo  Elizabeth. 

There  are  twenty-four  acres  and  a half  of  glebe 
land,  widely  difperfed  in  fmall  pieces,  belonging  to  this 
vicarage.  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books^at  ten 
pounds,  and  the  -yearly  tenths  at  one  pound.'’  The 
prefent  value  of  the  parfonage  is  near  four  hundred 
Uunds  per  annum,  and  the  yearly  out-goings  about 
fifty  pounds.  Tiiomas  Harris,  lefTee  of  this  parfonage, 
who  died  in  1769,  built  near  the  yard,  on  part  of  the 
alebe,  a fmall  but  neat  parfonage  houfe,  in  which  Mr. 
William  Mumford,  tlie  prefent  lefiee  of  it,  till  lately 

refided.  . ^ , r i • 

The  court  antiently  held  for  the  manor  of  tnis  rec- 
tory, has  been  difufed.for  a number  of  years. 

There  was  an  agreement  concerning  tythes  entered 
into  between  the  monks  of  Rochefter,  and  the  bro- 
therhood of  the  knights  of  St.  John  s,,  in  1217;  after 
much  altercation,  and  an  appeal  to  the  pope,  by  which 
it  was  fettled,  that  the  monks  fhould  take  the  tythes 
of  fheaves  in  the  ckmefne  lands,  which  the  brotherhood 
polTeffedin  Sutton,  who  were  allowed  a right  to  take 
all  other  tythes  whatfoever  arifing  thererrom.p 


CHURCH  OF  SUTTON. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ’whom  prefetited. 
Prior  and  convent  of  Rochejler  .. 


miliarn  de  Litchfield,  laft  redor, 
in  1253-'* 

VICARS. 


RECTORS. 


John  at  Chapele,  Jan.  S, 
obt.  133b- 


n See  Dyer’s  Reports,  p.  2/3. 
o Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis, 
p Reg.  Roft'.  p.  655. 


q Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  3 5^* 
r Conviil  fornicatione. 
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VICARS. 


PATRONS,  cp’c.... 

i ' - — . w , 

JVw'  and  Convail  of  Rochejkv  ...  • Robert  Warbiam,  alias  Bringhan. 

Tefigned  1400.® 

. yohn'Fjfwr,  1403. 

■‘i  I 'Roland  Baxter^  1508,  refigned 

ipo. 
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1510, 


obt-. 


i 

‘)f;0 


"1  ?! 


.1 


L ij. 


ii3 


■<1  |2!' 


Raljih , S?nailer, 

1518.* 

Robert  Whitthigham^  ^5*8,  re- 
figned  1520. 

Idllliam  Stathum,  1530,  obt, 
i.?36. 

Maw  ice  Griffith^  1536,  refiened 
^543-“ 


1 c ^ X , 

Dean  and  ChaJiAet  of  Roc/ufer....  Roba-t  Styddyl,  S.  T.  P.  154? 

‘ r refigned  1533.  * 


10 


1 1(/  * 
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Richard  Bee,  1 553,  obt.  1553. 
William  Fanower,  1 559. 
Nicholas  Bennet,  1566,  deprived 
1576. 

Sheers,  induced  May  27, 
1581,  obt,  1610." 

William  Hair  is,  1610,  obt. 
1610. 

Ralph  Hatfield,  1610. 

Francis  Dee,  S.  T.  P.  1620,  re- 
figned 1622. 

Robert  HazlcKvood,  1622,  obt 
’ 1665. 

U illiam  Hohkins,  1665,  refiCTiied 

George  Sfradling,  S.  T.  P.  i66j^ 
refigned  1670.’' 

William  Hopkins,  1670,  obt. 

, 1685.* 

John  Chadtoick,  1685,  obt. 
1705.* 


t pf  Eaftcheurh.  • y Prebendary  of  Weftmln(?er  dea. 

« Afterwards  bidiop  of  Rochefter  nr..n.  , ^ 
w He  feems  to  have  held  it  by  fc-  vicSrA'°  r‘*  • " 

.ill  ,hi^,  .i„..  H/li„  ."..XoiT™.'”  * 

"f  »a  ,f„r. 
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PATRONS,  &’c. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochcjler. 


Vi  This  rfivcrentl  worthy  divine, 
whofe  moft  amiable  characler  endeared 
him  to  all  who  knew  him,  was  a 
younger  fon  of  Francis  Barrcll,  efq. 
of  Rochellcr.  and  was  firft  made  pre- 
bendary of  Not  wich  in  lyra,  which 
he  refigned  for  the  like  pitferment  in 
the  church  of  Rochetler,  three  years 
afterwards.  He  was  next  year  pre- 


Edmuiul  Barrcll,  A.  M.  I7°i» 
refigiied  t 762.’’ 

Edmund  Faitnce,  A.  M.  1762, 
obt.  July  I 787.''' 

Robert  Fountaine,  A.  M.  Jan. 
1 787,  the  preient  vicar.'* 

fented  to  this  vicarage,  and  in  1720  to 
that  of  Boxley.  He  relidcd  at  his  vi- 
car.ige  houle  here  with  the  nioft  li- 
beral hofpitality  till  his  death,  vyhich 
happened  in  1765.  He  was  buried  in 
Rocheller  cathedral. 

c Grandfon  of  the  former, 
d He  refigned  the  vicarage  of  Frindf- 
bury  for  this  of  Sutton, 


DARE  NT. 

EASTWARD  from  Sutton  lies  Darent,  fome- 
tlmes  fpelt  Darenth,  and  uldally  called  Darne.  ^ 

The  name  of  this  parifli  is  fpelt,  in  fome  antient 
writings,  Darente  and  Deo-nvent ; and  in  Domelday, 
and  fome  others,  farent.  It  takes  its  name  rom  the 
river  Darent,  which  runs  through  it.  This  place  was 
fometimes  called  North  Darent,  to  dAinguiih  it  from 
the  neighbouring parifh  or  hamlet  of  South  parent. 

This  parifli,  as  to  its  foil,  is  not  very  fertile;  grpt 
part  of  it  IS  light  and  chalky,  and  much  covered  with 
flint  ftones,  and  it  may  be  faid  to  be  more  healthy 
than  it  is  pleafant.  The  river  Darent  takes  its  courfe 
in  its  antient  and  proper  channel,  along  the  weftern 
boundaries  of  it,  but  great  part  of  the  waters  of  it 
having  been  turned,  for  the  lake  of  private  mteien: 
along  another  flream,  through  the  ^djorning  pan  h of 
Sutton,  the  old  river  has  been  negleded,  and  at  the 
paffage  acrofs  it  here,  is  not  only  in  a molt  filthy 
date  but  is  frequently  dangerous  to  travellers.  Near 

the  eaftern  banks  of  it  is  fituated  the  village  of  Da- 
rent ; 
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rent;  at  the  northern  part  of  which  is  a houfe.  which 
was  for  tome  tnne  poffeflhd  and  inhabited  by  the  S 
mily  of  laylor,  but  it  has  been  for  fome  vea^rs  occu. 

anii.  Having  t!ie  church  oppofite  to  it,  is  a feat 
Inch  was  rebuilt  by  William  Lee,  efq.  furvevor  of 
he  navy  m queen  Anne’s  reign.  HeVfided^iere 
■ nd  having  married  Catltarine,®  daughter  of  Wil  iam 

whole  dar  ner  ’ r Greenwich, 

i owi,e  eitp  and  he  fold  it  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hodees 
in  whole  ahignecs  ,t  is  at  prefent  veiled.  Beldndihe 
‘^‘’""'’’/“"'hward,  (lands  the  court  lodge  befn^  a 
^r.he“"  houfe  occupied  b'y^’the 
" / a-  : hdence,  towards  the  eaft,  the  hill  rif*s 

Oreen-fireet  rrrJT  If  l common,  called 
icea  itrcet  green,  of  more  than  a mile  in  lenoth 

having  houles  interlperfed  along  the  whl  of  it  ^ef 

pecally  at  the  fouth  end,  wher?  they  form  fhlmlet 

m wild  tiere  is  a manlion,  commonly  c.alle*d  the 

CnocK-HousE  which,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft 

century,  w'as  the  property  and  refidcnce  of  Edmund 

]?err"in ‘I'kd  “'‘'h”  '’’'■‘'^''=‘1^)'  for  the  county 

church  of  gpod  benefaftor  to  the 

c e ed  Si  a'fa'  T"  'f  was  fuc 

eaca  nere  b)^  a family  of  the  name  of  Bedford  the 

mothy'' WMdo-’^'^f’’;  it  to  Sir’  Ti! 

1 ^ 'VciJclo,  of  London,  fincc  derpnff»<-l . i u r 

daughter  married  George  Medley  efa  and/' 
are  now  intitled  to  it.  and  his  heirs 

A lutie  to  the  northward  of  the  Clort  hnnC. 

J ;rv  of  fevtl  faints:" 

worlts  thrown  up.  Perhaps  this  might  "e  l plfe' 

where 
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where  the  battle  was  fought,  near  the  banks  of  the  Da- 
rent,  by  Vortimer  and  his  Britons  with  his  Saxon 
enemies ; and  there  is  a fortification  thrown  up,  in 
the  wood,  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  eaftward 
from  this  place,  where  it  is  probable  the  Saxons  lay, 
exped;ing  this  rencounter. 

At  the  oppofite  or  northern  end  of  the  green,  to- 
wards Dartford  brent,  ftands  a houfe,  called  the 
Gore,  formerly  a gentleman’s  refidence,  once  belong- 
ing to  William  Lee,  efq.  above  mentioned,  who  left 
it  to  rear  admiral  Ward,  and  it  is  now  the  property  of 
his  fon,  Edward  Vernon  Ward,  efq.  A little  beyond 
is  Trundle-down,  or,  more  properly,  Tyrling-down, 
which  was  formerly  the  eflate  of  the  Cobhams,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  Elcheat  rolls  of  the  jBth  year  of  king 
Edward  III.' 

There  was  a younger  branch  of  the  family  of  Dixon 
of  Hilden,  in  Tunbridge,  for  fome  generations^  fet- 
tled in  this  parilh,  as  appears  by  the  Heraldic  Vifi- 
tation,  anno  1619;  they  held  lands  of  St.  Margaret’s 
manor. 

Athelstane,  king  of  England,  gave  the  perpetual 
inheritance  of  Darent  to  duke  Eadulf,  who,  in  the 
year  940,  with  the  king’s  confent,  gave  it  to  Chrifl 
church,  Canterbury,  in  the  prefence  of  archbifliop 
Wlfelm,  free  from  all  fecular  fervice  and  regal  tribute,’ 
excepting  the  trinoda  necejfitas^  of  repelling  invafions, 
and  the  repair  of  caftles  and  highways.^  Soon  after 
this,  whilft  jElfftane  was  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who 
came  to  the  fee  in  945,  and  died  in  984,  one  Birtrick, 
a rich  and  potent  man,  who  then  refided  at  Meo- 
phum,  devifed  his  land  at  Darent,  with  the  confent 
of  ^Elfswithe  his  wife,  by  his  will  and  teftaraent  (a 
mofb  curious  record  of  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  times,) 
to  one  Byrware,  for  his  life,  and  afterwards  to  the 
priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  for  the  good  of 

' Rot.  Etch.  m.  12.  ^ Dec.  Scriptj  p.  2220. 

VOL.  I.  B b himfelf 


37^^  axstane  hundred. 

himfelf  and  his  anceftors.  This  eltatc  feems  to  have 
been  wrefted  from  the  church  of  Rochefter,  in  the 
troublefome  times  which  followed  foon  after. ^ But 
the  Darent  remained,  according  to  duke 

li^adulf  s gift,  among  the  poffeffions  of  Chrift  church 
at  the  confecration  of  archbithop  Lanfranc,  in  the  4th 
year  ot  the  Conqueror’s  reign  ; who,  among  many 
other  regulations  which  he  made,  after  the  cuftom  of 
toreign  churches,  for  the  benefit  of  his  monaftery 

(for  before  this,  the 
archbilhop  and  his  monks  lived  together,  as  one  fami- 
ly,  and  had  their  revenues  in  common)  allotting  one 
part  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors  in  the  archbilhop- 
nc,  and  the  other  to  the  monks,  for  their  fubfiftance, 
cloathing,  and  other  neceflary  ufes  of  the  monaftery. 

In  this  partition,  Darent  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the 
archbifhop,  and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered  in 
the  record  of  Domefday,  under  the  title  of.  Terra 

Cant^bur  ^ archbifliop  of 

In  Achejlan  hundred  the  archbijbop  of  Canterbury  holds 
Tarent  m demefne.  It  was  taxed  at  two  Julings.  The 
arable  land  ts  . . . . In  demefne  there  is  one  carucate, 
and  22  vtlleins  with  7 cottagers,  having  7 carucates. 
There  are  fix  ferv  ants,  and  two  mills  of  co  JhiUms 
To  this  manor  belong  five  burgefes  in  Rochefier,  paying 
fix  fijtllings  and  eight-pence.  There  are  eight  acres  of 
meadow,  zvood  for  the  pannage  of  20  hogs.  In  the  whole 
value,  in  the  tme  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  it  was 
zvorth  14  pounds,  when  he  received  it,  10  pounds,  now 

Im  pounds,  and  10  Jhtllings,  neverthelefs,  he  that  holds  ' 
this  manor  pays  1 8 pounds. 

Archbifhop  Hubert,  m the  year  1195,  anno  7th 
king  Richard  I.  with  that  king’s  confent,  and  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  churches  of  Canterbury  and 
Rochefter,  exchanged,  for  the  manor  of  Lambeth, 

* See  the  will,  under  Meopham* 


with 
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with  its  appurtenances  there,  in  Scuthwark  and  in 
London,  then  belonging  to  the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drew’s priory,  in  Rochefter,  his  manor  of  Darent, 
with  the  church  and  the  chapel  of  Helles,  with  all 
liberties  and  free  cuftoms,  and  all  other  things  be- 
longing to  the  manor,  faving  to  the  archbifhop,  and 
his  fucceffors,  all  fpiritual  jurifdicffion  in  the  church 
of  Darent,  until  he  or  they  Ihould,  of  their  mere 
bounty,  grant  it  to  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  fo  that 
the  monks  Ihould  poflefs  it  to  the  ufe  of  their  refec- 
tory, in  the  fame  manner  as  they  before  had  the 
manor  and  church  of  Lambeth,  faving  to  the  bilhop 
of  Rochefter,  in  this  exchange,  the  right  he  before 
had  within  the  manor  of  Lambeth.  And  it  was  de- 
clared, that  the  manor  of  Lambeth  Ihould  continue 
unalienable  from  the  archbifhopric,  as  weft  as  the  ma- 
nor of  Darent,  and  other  premifes  fo  exchanged,  from 
the  church  of  Rochefter. ** 

The  manor  of  Darent  after  this  appears  to  have 
been  part  of  the  poflefllons  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter ; 
but  bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  who  came  to  the  fee 
in  1185,  difputing  with  his  monks  for  the  recovery 
of  feveral  manors  and  poflefllons,  formerly  belonging 
to  the  fee  of  Rochefter,  which  bilhop  Gundulp,  his 
predeceflbr,  had  given  them,  claimed  this  manor  and 
church,  with  its  appurtenances,  as  having  been  given 
in  exchange  for  Lambeth  j notwithftanding  which, 
the  prior  and  convent  ftill  continued  in  polfefllon  of 
them. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  manor  was 
valued  at  16I.  8s.  In  the  21ft  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
a ^0  warranto  was  brought  againft  the  prior,  on  ac- 
count of  certain  liberties  which  he  claimed,  when  he 

^ Rym.  Feed.  vol.  i.  p.  89,  90.  This  exchange  was  confirmed 
the  fame  year  by  king  Richard  I.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  2yi.  And  by 
king  John,  in  his  ift  and  id  years.  Tan.  Mon.  p. 202.  Prynne  s 
Records,  p.  3. 
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was  allowed  to  have,  in  this  manor,  view  of  frank 
pledge,  and  all  of  right  belonging  to  it;  infamthefe\ 
and  in  confequence  of  that,  gallows,  chattels  of  con- 
demned  perfons  and  fugitives,  and  amerciaments  of 
his  tenants,  a fair  and  toll,  and  weif,  as  appurtenances 
to  it ; he  alfo  claimed  to  have  free  w'arren  here,  but 
the  jury  did  not  allow  it  him. 

King  Edward  I.  in  his  23d  year,  granted  them  free 
warren  in  their  demefne  lands  of  this  manor,  amons 
others.*  ° 

The  manor  continued  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the 
priory  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  till  the  dilfolution 
ot  the  priory,  in  the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  It  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  and 
was  two  years  afterwards  fettled  by  that  king  on  his 
new  ereded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefler,  part  of 
whole  pofleffions  it  remains  at  this  time. 

A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  held  yearly  for  this 
manor. 

In  1649,  there  was  a furvey  taken,  by  order  of  the 
xtate  of  the  manor  of  Darenth,  with  the  rectory  orpar- 
lonage  appendant  to  it,  belonging  to  the  late  dean 
and  chapter ; which  latter,  with  the  fcite  and  demefnes 
of  the  manor,  had  been  let,  anno  16  king  Charles  I 
^ the  dean  and  chapter,  to  Elizabeth  and  Helen 
Harvey,  daughters  of  William  lord  Har\^ey,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  20I.  8s.  but  were  returned  to  be  worth 
together,  oyer  and  above  that  rent,  169I.  13s.  6d, 
per  annum.''  They  continued  many  years  in  the  fa- 
mily of  Harvey,  till  George  earl  of  Briflol,  about 
hirty-nve  years  ago,  fold  his  interefl;  in  them  to  the 
occupier,  Mr.  William  Farrant,  fmce  the  death  of 
whole  fon  of  the  lame  name  in  1788,  Mr.  Chriftopher 
Vhapman  is  become  the  prefent  leflee  of  them. 


^7?>  388.  Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an. 
manor,  in  Cuftumal.  Rolf.  p.  r. 

EarJ.  burvej'S,  Lambeth  lib.  vol.  ‘ ^ ^ 


XIV. 


Jeffry 


DARENT.  373 

Jeffry  Haddenhani,  about  the  year  1300,  bought 
lands  in  Darent,  and  gave  the  rents  of  them  to  the 
life  of  the  altar  of  St.  Edmund  in  Criptis,  which  he 
had  lately  made  in  the  church  of  Rocheder.^ 

About  a mile  fouth-eallward  from  Darent  church 
is  the  HAMLET  of  Helles  St.  Margaret,  commonly 
called  St.  Margaret  Hills.  This  appep  by 
the  court-rolls  ot  it,  to  have  been  once  a parifli  of 
itfelf,  to  which  belonged  the  hamlets  of  Gills,  Green- 
fled-green,  and  South  Darent.  How  it  came  to  be 
annexed  to  Darent,  will  be  mentioned  in  the  eccle- 
fiaflical  date  of  this  parilh.  St.  Margaret’s,  with  the 
above  mentioned  hamlets  appendant  to  it,  are  thus 
delcribcd  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domelday',  under 
the  title  of  the  lands  of  the  bidiop  of  Baieux,  who  was 

at  that  time  owner  of  them. 

Anfchil  de  Ros  holds  ^ arent  of  the  hijhop  ( of  Bateux). 
It  was  taxed  at  half  a fulitig . I^he  arable  land  is  one 
carucate  and  a half  In  demefne  there  is  one,  and  four 
villeins,  voith  four  borderers  having  one^  carucate.  poere 
are  three  acres  of  meadozv,  and  tivo  mills  of  vfjbilhngs. 
JVood  for  the  pannage  of  three  hogs,  poe  king  has  from 
this  manor,  lately  given  him  by  the  bijhop,  as  much  as 
is  zvorth  lod.  The  zvhole  manor  was,  and  is  worth  100 
fillings.  Aluric  held  it  of  king  Edward. 

And  a little  farther,  in  the  fame  record,  under  the 

like  title  t 

In  the  fame  pariflo,  the  fame  A.  (viz.^  Anfchitdl  de 
Ros)  holds  one  manor  of  the  bifop  ( of  Baieux).  Itzvas 
taxed  at  half  a fuling.  The  arable  land  is  one  carucate 
and  an  half.  There  are  5 villeins,  and  5 bordeiers, 
and  one  mill  of  zo  fillings.  There  are  3 acres  of  meadow, 
and  1 fervant.  The  whole  manor  was  worth 
and  now  no.  Ofiert  held  it  of  king  Edward  theConfefor, 

This  rnanor  afterwards  came  into  the  podeffion  ot 
a family  called  Hells,  who  had  much  land  bcfides  at 

1 Reg.  Roff.  p.  135. 
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Dartford  and  Afh,  near  Sandwich ; and  from  them 
this  place  acquired  die  additional  name  of  Hells  or 
more  vulgarly  called  Hilles.  One  of  thefe,  Thomas  de 
Helles,  had  a charter  of  free  warren  granted  to  him 
and  his  heirs,  for  his  lands  here,  and  at  Dartford,  in 
the  1 7 th  year  of  king  Edward  I."  One  of  his  defcend- 
ants,  Richard  Hills,"  forfo  the  name  was  then  fpelt, 
m beginning  of  king  Henry  VIII.’s  reign,  was 
poffelfed  of  this  manor.  He  left  one  foie  dLghter 
Md  heir,  Anne,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Henry 
Melhard,  and  he  left  two  daughters  and  coheirs, 
Alice  and  Joane,  who  divided  it  between  them. 

■ having  afterwards  continued  fepa- 

lated  in  the  hands  of  different  owners,  for  fome  length 
of  time,  became  at  laft  united  in  the  perfon  of  Mr. 

1 homas  Rolt,  who  was  become  poflefled  of  the  en- 
tire  manor  a few  years  before  the  reftoration  of  king 
harles  II.  He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Tho- 
mas Perye,  gmt  and  died  in  i66i,  leaving  her  fur- 
viying,  who  fold  the  manor  of  St.  Margaret’s  to  George 
Gifford,  of  Fawkham,  efq.  on  whofe  death,  in  1 70I 
it  came  to  his  fon,  Thomas  Giffbrd,  efq.  whofe  thri 
daughters  and  coheirs,  viz.  Margaret,  married  to  Tho- 
mas  Petley,  efq.  Mary  to  John  Selby,  efq.  and  lane 
married  firft  to  Finch  Umfrey,  gent,  and  afterwards 
to  Francis  Leigh,  efq.  of  Haw-ley,  poffelfed  this  ma- 
nor  m undivided  thirds  till  17,8,  when  they  agreed 
to  a partition  of  this  eftate.  About  the  ycir  fyaa 
Francis  Leigh  and  Jane  his  wife  joined  in  the  con- 
veyance of  their  intereff  in  it,  in  which  was  included 
the  manfion  houfe,  to  John  Hayward,  efq.  of  Wool- 
wich,  who  next  year  purchafed  a fecond  third  part 
t Thomas  Petley,  and  Ralph  his  only  fon. 

In  1725,  .John  Hayward,  who  was  then  poffelfed  of 
two-thirds  of  this  manor,  and  John  Selby,  and  Mary 
his  wife,  who  were  the  poffelfors  of  the  other  third 

" Rot.  Cart,  eius  an.  No.  3 . • Evidences  of  this  manor.  ' 
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part  of  it,  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  the  whole  of 
it  to  John  Lane,  leatherfeller,  of  London,  who  refided 
here  lor  feveral  years ; he  left  two  Ions,  John  and 
Richard,  and  a daughter,  married  to  Richard  Ham- 
man,  and  at  his  death  devifed  this  manor,  with  the 
manfion  and  part  of  the  demefne  lands,  to  his  two 
fons,  and  a fmall  portion  of  the  latter  to  his  daugh- 
ter and  her  hufband  ; the  former  part  became  again 
divided,  fo  that  three  fourths  of  it  became  veiled  in 
Mr.  Richard  Lane,  fon  of  Richard  above  mentioned, 
who  in  1 7 88,  alienated  his  intereft  in  it  to  Mr.  Chrif- 
topher  Chapman,  who  having  purchafed  the  other 
fourth  part,  now  pofl'effes  the  whole  of  it,  and  relides 
in  the  manor  houfe. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  and  feveral 
lands  in  the  hamlets  of  Hills,  Greenfted,  Gills,  and 
South  Darent,  are  held  of  it.  The  manor  is  held  of 
the  manor  of  Darent,  by  the  yearly  rent  of  il.  i8s. 

There  is  an  eftate  in  Darent,  which,  though  now 
of  little  account,  was  once  reputed  a manor,  called 
Cleyndonj  which,  in  early  times,  had  proprietors 
of  its  own  name,  but  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.°  was 
owned  by  the  family  of  Haftings.  John  de  Haftings, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  49th  of 
that  reign,  and  was  fucceeded  by  John  de  Haftings, 
his  fon,  who  was  unfortunately  killed  at  a touina- 
ment  at  Woodftock,  in  the  13th  of  king  Richard  II.  • 
On  his  death,  without  iflue,  his  wife,  Philippa,  daugh- 
ter of  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of  March,  pofleffed 
Cleyndon,  as  ftie  did  at  the  time  of  her  deceafe,  which 
happened  in  the  ad  year  of  king  Henry  . In  the 
iith  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  Roger  Rothele,  of 
Dartford,  owned  this  eftate  who  fold  it  to  Thomas 
Crephedge,  in  the  2 ad  year  of  that  reign;  and  his 
grandfon,  fohn  Crephege,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Sir 
Robert  Blage,  one  of  the  barons  of  the  exchequer; 

« Cuftumal  RofF.  p.  5,  7.  From  St.  Margaret’s  court  rolls. 
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his  widow  carried  it  again  in  marriage  to  Sir  Richard 
Walden;  at  her  death,  in  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII 

polielfed  It,  p he  did  land  in  Darent  and  D^tford, 
late  parcel  o the  chantry  of  Stampitts,  and  late  in  the 
tenure  of  John  Rogers,  of  Dartford,  holding  it  of  the 
king,  mcapite,  by  knights  fervice.’  On  his  death, 
m the  5tlr  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  his  fon,  Henry 
Blage,  poffeffed  both  thefe  eftates,  and  fold  them,  in 
the  24th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  Richard  Bur- 

uHa  ITT?  ’ with  the 

land,  late  belonging  to  Stampitt’s  chantr)',  to  Thomas 

and  Andrew  Alh  ey,  and  afterwards  conveyed  Cleyn- 

n 158^,  to  his  fon.  Sir  Edward  Filmer,  and  he  gave 
r in  /h*  Filmer,  who  poflflTed 

but  T ' ”1’?  owner  of  it  in  1691  ; 

Xere^uamf - 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  by  will,  in  1621  o-ave  dl  Rd 
.annum,  payable  out  of  feveral  tenements  in  Londol,',  d^viM^o 

weeUy"irbrearC?h?‘'  T be  dillribLd 

Bernaud  Ei.Lis®^rfq.%'hisulinri",i""""’f  "“PO"!  and 

=,»i==f5iS£H=" 


1 Rc.t.Efch.an.5Edw.VJ[. 
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Darent 


T 


Jkt.  t't  A.  h 7*  Ce-  f ' c.  ? fJ-f 

^ ''  v/^fTit,.  ^tn-^  (f  \/fen*  tAjrx.//.  '' 

/y^-ty\.  </  ^ vjv-  /<^'"  AJ  cff  ^r  * 


X 


^ .«»  < 


DARENT, 


Ml 


Darent  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
picioN  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  is  a peculiar, 
of  the  archbhhop  of  Canterbury,  and  as  fuch  is  in  the 

deanry  of  Shoreham.  . , , 

The  church,  which  is  a fmall  building,  is  dedicated 
to  St.  Margaret.  It  confifts  of  two  ifles  and  a chancel, 
both  which  feem  very  antient,  efpecially  the  latter, 
which  terminates  with  three  fmall  lancet  windows,  and 
is  with  refpeft  to  its  couftruftion  perhaps  uni(iue  in  this 
diocefe.  The  fteeple,  which  is  pointed,  hands  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  fouth  ifte  ; there  are  three  bells  m it. 
The  chancel  is  divided  into  two  parts  of  different 
widths,  by  fteps,  the  upper  one  is  vaulted,  and  is  paved 
with  black  marble  of  the  gift  of  Mr.  Edmund  Da- 
venport, in  1680,  who  gave  fome  filver  plate  hkewue 
for  the  altar.  The  lower  chancel  is  not,  but  the 
two  iffes  are  ceiled,  the  church  was  new  pewed  in  1737- 
The  font  bears  high  m.arks  of  antiquity,  it  is  a ling  e 
ftone  rounded  and  excavated,  compofed  of  eight  com- 
partments, with  columns  alternately  circular  and  an- 
oular,  and  femlcircular  arches,  the  figures  and  objefts 
on  the  compartments  are  in  high  relief,  and  ai  e ludt  y 
carved;  fome  of  the  figures  appear  to  be  chimerical, 
and  others  fymbols  of  the  lacraments  and  other  religious 

offices.* 

'Among  other  monuments  and  Infcrlptions  in  this  church,  ai^ 
the  followiiw  : On  the  fouth  fide,  a monument  and  mfcriiyion, 
fnewing  thal  in  a vault  underneath,  lies  Catherine,  late  wi  e o 
of  London,  merchant,  obt.  172^;  arms,  per  pie 
fl"  eagle  kplayed  -pn.  impalhjg  gules,  .J.ree 

falmonsnaiant,  argent.  _ J church  yard  lies 

monument  and  inlcnption,  lliewing  Rutlandfliire  obt. 

Tnhn  Weaver  efq.  of  North  Luffenham,  m RuUanciimre,  oop 

a^’erofs  Ud^ rriefo? the  fe! 

• 1 .-.-rmnf  of  tills  parifh  and  churcli,  with  the  chapel 

.heeadendof  .h.cl,e«h,  .h.  tot  aad 

Matgam's  chap.l,  in  the  CnlUmak  Roff.  p.  90,  and  k,. 


^ 

37^ 


AXSTANE  HUNDRED. 


cond,  impaling  Johnfon  or,  a water  bouget  fable,  on  a chief  fable 
^ n^emorial  for  Humphry  Taylor,  reclor 
of  Ifield  and  Nutfted,  fon  of  the  Rev.  Rich.  Taylor,  vicar  of  this 
parilli,  obt.  Dec.  12,  1732,  and  for  others  of  this  family.  A me- 
morial  for  Mrs.  Dorothy  Johnfon,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Wm. 
Johnlbn,  efq.M.P.  obt.  1763,  aet.  78.  Another  for  Mrs.  Catha- 
rine Tee,  lor  whom  the  monument  mentioned  above  is  ereded  • 
another  for  Wm.  Lee,  efq.  of  this  parilli,  hulband  to  Catharine 
above  mentioned,  furveyor  of  the  navy,  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  ob.  1757,  $t.  87,  f.  p.  A Hone  within  the  rails  for  Rich. 

J ay  lor,  vicar  of  this  parilli,  obt.  Aug.  29,  1712,  jct.  cy.  On  the 
upper  ftone  ftep,  next  the  rails,  before  the  altar,  which,  together 
with  the  pavement,  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Davenport,  are  thefe 
words.  Lx  doiio  Edmund  Davenport,  1680.  On  the  fouth  wall 
IS  a brafs  plate  and  infcnption  for  Mary,  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Bridges,  parfon  of  Nutlfed  fifteen  years ; fometime  the  wife  of 
Henry  harbrace,  vicar  of  Farmingham,  and  parfon  of  Halfted, 
and  fii-ft  parfon  of  Ightham,  daughter  of  Simon  Clarke,  fometime 
pai  fon  of  Murfton,  and  one  of  the  fix  preachers  of  the  church  of 
• another  very  antient  brafs  plate,  placed 

in  the  fouth  ifle  againft  the  wall,  but  formerly  over  the  remains 
of  John  Crepehcge,  and  Jane  his  wife,  of  this  parifli,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.‘ 


The  church  of  Darent  was  exchanged  with  the  ma- 
nor, as  has  been  mentioned  before,  by  Hubert,  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury,  with  the  monks  of  Rochefter, 
for  the  manor  of  Lambeth,  in  1195.  and  was  foon  af- 
tenvards,  by  the  archbilhop,  appropriated  to  their  ufe 
NR'holas,  then  parfon  of  it,  refigning  it  into  the  arch- 
billTOp’s  hands  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Darent  was  valued  at  ten  marcs,  and  in  the  reio-n  of 
king  Richard  II.  at  the  fame. 

The  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year 
1290,  augmented  this  vicarage  by  the  donation  of  half 
an  acre  of  land,  called  Muriel  Land,  formerly  belono-- 
ing  to  John,  fon  of  Edward  le  Bedle ; eighteen  days 
work  of  land,  formerly  Ancell  de  Snodland’s  j one  rood 
of  land,  formerly  Stacy  the  cook’s ; and  five  days  work 


'Seethe  monuments  and  inferiptions  at  large  in  Rea  R^ff 
p.  987.  And  fee  Cuftumale  RofFen.  p.  101.  ^ ' 
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of  land,  called  Cotdand,  which  had  efcheated  to  the 
prior  and  convent  on  the  death  of  Bartholomew  Fitz 
Eaftrilde,  lying  according  to  the  bounds  defcribed  in 
the  inftrument.  After  a long  difpuce  between  Elias, 
vicar  of  this  church,  and  the  prior  and  convent,  con- 
cerning^the  portions  with  which  this  vicarage  was  en- 
dowed, and  the  burthens  to  be  borne  by  it,  both  parties 
agreed  to  leave  the  decifion  of  it  to  John  Peckham, 
archbilhop  of  Canterbury  ; who,  in  1292,  decreed, 
that  the  prior  and  convent  fhould  take  for  the  future  the 
tythe  of  all  Iheaves,  as  well  of  land  dug  with  the  fpade, 
as  ploughed,  within  this  parifh,  and  alfo  the  tythe  of 
hay  as  their  portion,  and  the  tythe  of  lambs,  pigs, 
calves,  geefe,  pidgeons,  mills,  filheries,  ruflies,  her- 
bage, cheefe,  milk,  flax,  hemp,  and  all  other  tythes 
whatfoever,  great  and  Imall,  arifing  from  their  own  de 
mefne  lands,  becaufe  they  had  poflTefied  peaceably,  and 
without  interruption,  all  tythes  of  this  kind  in  their  de- 
mefnes  in  Derenth,  and  elfewhere,  where  they  had 
lands  in  demefne  for  flxty  years  and  more,  as  had  legally 
been  made  to  appear  by  the  diligent  enquiries  of  cre- 
ditable perfons,  examined  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  arch- 
bifhop’s  vifitations. 

The  archbifliop  decreed  likcwife,  that  the  burthen 
of  procurations  due  to  the  dean  of  Shoreham,  and  alfo 
the  finding  of  ornaments,  veftments,  and  books,  which 
were  not  found  by  the  parilh,  and  the  reparation  of 
them,  if  it  exceeded  in  one  year  the  fum  of  two  fhil- 
lings,  and  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  chancel  of 
the  church,  when  neceflary,  thould  belong  to  the  faid 
religious,  and  that  the  tythes  oflam.bs,  calves,  pigs, 
geefe,  pidgeons,  filheries,  mills,  rufhes,  herbage,  cheefe, 
milk,  flax,  hemp,  and  all  other  fmall  tythes,  except  in 
the  demefnes  of  the  religious,  the  oblations  and  obven- 
tions  belonging,  or  accruing  in  any  kind  whatfoever,  to 
the  laid  church,  and  not  alTigned  as  above  to  the  reli- 
gious, Ihould  belong  to  the  vicar  and  his  fucceflfors  in 
future,  and  he  decreed,  that  the  fmall  pieces  of  land, 

and 
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and  the  manfion,  which  then  or  before  had  been  af. 
fjgned  by  the  religions  to  the  ufe  of  the  vicarage,  and 
the  whole  burthen  of  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  the 
houfes  and  manfion  of  the  vicarage,  and  of  the  books, 
vellments,  and  ornaments,  to  be  maintained  by  the  re- 
ligious, fo  far  as  the  repairing  and  maintaining  them  did 
not  exceed  the  fum  of  two  fhillings,  and  alto  the  pro- 
viding bread  and  wine,  and  other  neceflaries  for  divine 
rites,  fuch  as  were  not  provided  by  the  parifhioners  of 
the  church,  or  mentioned  before,  fliould  belong  to  the 
vicar  and  his  fiiccefibrs,  and  that  the  vicar  for  the  time 
being  fliould  find  two  chaplains  to  celebrate,  one  in 
the  church  of  Darent,  and  the  other  in  the  chapel  of 
Helles, 

In  this  ftate  the  church  and  vicarage  of  Darent  con- 
tinued, till  the  general  dilTolution  of  monafteries,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  3 2d  year  of 
which  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  and  the  pofleflions  of 
it,  were  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands  j who,  two 
years  after,  fettled  the  church  with  the  vicarage  of 
Darent  on  his  new-eredled  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
chefler,  whofe  inheritance  it  now  remains. 

In  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Rochefter,  having  refufed  the  payment  of  the 
old  accuftomed  ftipend  payable  yearly  by  them  to  the 
vicar  of  this  parifli,  he  commenced  a fuit  againft  them 
in  the  archbifhop’s  confiftorial  court,  in  1564,  and  had 
a decree  pronounced  in  his  favor.  The  dean  and 
chapter  made  a pretence  of  appealing  from  this  fen- 
tence,  but  did  not  profecute  it  j on  which  the  decree 
was  confirmed  two  years  afterwards,  with  81.  los.  cofts, 
and  the  archbifliop  granted  his  letters  teftimonial  of 
the  fame.'* 

The  furvey  of  this  parfonage,  by  order  of  the  ftate 
in  1649,  been  already  mentioned  in  the  account  of 
the  manor  of  Darent.  There  was  one  made  likewife 


pf 


“ Reg.  RofF.  p.  272  to  278, 108,  455. 


of  the  vicarage,  by  virtue  of  the  commijjfion  of  enquiry  , 
in  1650,  out  of  chancery,  in  which  it  was  returnee, 
that  Darenth  was  a vicarage,  having  an  old  houfe,  and 
two  acres  of  glebe  land,  worth  thirty  pounds  per  an- 
num ; that  mafter  Cockett  then  enjoyed  it,  who 
preached  and  taught  every  Lord’s  day,  but  to  little 

edification.*  ^ , 1 

Darent  is  ia  difeharged  living,  of  the  clear  yearly 
value,  as  returned,  of  forty-five  pounds.  The  yearly 
tenths  were  19s.  lOTd."’ 

The  hamlet  of  St.  Margaret  Hilles  leems, 
from  feveral  antient  evidences  and  court  rolls,  as  to  its^ 
temporal  jurifdiaion,  to  have  been  once  a panlli  _ot 
itfelf,  diftina:  from  that  of  Darent,  haying,  within  its 

bounds,  the  feveral  hamlets  of  Hilles,  Grenfted,  South 

Darent,  and  Gills.  However,  as  to  its  ecclefiaflical 
jurifdicflion,  it  was  always  accounted  but  as  a chapel  to 
Darent,  having  the  above  hamlets  within  its  precino;.* 

By  the  decree  of  archbifhop  Peckham,  mentioned 
before,  the  vicar  of  Darent  was  to  find  one  chaplain  to 
celebrate  divine  offices  in  this  chapel  of  Helles.  In 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  mere  was  acompofition 
entered  into  between  the  vicar  of  Darent,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  the  precina  of  this  chapel,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  archbiffiop  Warham  in  1522,  m which  it 
was  decreed,  that  the  vicar  of  Darent  fliould  celebrate 
divine  offices,  either  himfelf  or  by  fubftitute  in  it,  at 
certain  times,  and  in  manner  as  is  therein  mentioned, 
the  inhabitants  neverthelcfs  reforting  to  the  pytilh 
church  of  Darent  on  certain  days  therein  Tecihed ; 
that  he  fliould  adminifler  extreme  unftion,  and  the  holy 
lacrament  if  defired,  to  thefick  inhabitants  of  t is  pre- 
cind  within  it ; that  he  Ihould  bury  the  bodies  of  the 


* Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-libr.  vol.  xix. 

* Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis.  . , , r , j 

See  the  exchange  made  by  apb.  Hubert,  before- menticncu. 
The  chapel  of  Hilles  antiently  paid  4d.  chnim.-rent  to  tlie 
mother  church.  Text,  Rod.  p.  2.3  x. 

deceafed 
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deceafed  inhabitants  either  in  this  chapel,  or  the  yard 
belonging  to  it,  and  baptize  the  children,  and  church 
the  mothers  of  them  within  the  chapel,  and  to  prevent 
the  inconveniencies  that  might  arife  from  carrying  the 
facrament  fo  far  to  the  fick,  the  archbifhop  decreed, 
that  it  fhould  be  kept  for  the  future  in  a decent  pyx,  to 
be  provided  by  the  inhabitants  for  that  purpofe  in  this 
chapel  j who  fhould  bear  and  fuftain  all  the  burthens  of  • 
the  chapel  ; and  alfo  the  payment  of  the  reparation  and 
maintenance  of  the  parifli  church  of  Darent,  and  all 
other  burthens,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  the  parifhioners  of  Darent,  according 
to  their  abilities ; and  laftly,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  precinft  of  this  chapel  fhould  pay  yearly  to  the 
vicar  of  Darent,  for  the  time  being,  ail  tythes  accruing, 
and  howfoever  arifing,  within  the  precincft  of  it,  as  well 
real  as  perfonal,  and  all  oblations  whatfoever  due  of 
right  or  of  cuftom,  and  fhould  acknowledge  the  parifh 
church  of  Darent  as  their  own  parifh  church.^ 

Notwithflanding  this  decree,  the  chapel  of  St.  Mar- 
garet foon  afterwards  became  neglefted,  and  fell  to  de- 
cay ; infomuch,  that  cardinal  Pole,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, in  the  year  1557,  united  the  precind:  of  St. 
Margaret  to  the  parifh  of  Darent.  And  the  chapel 
of  it  being  thus  defecrated,  fell  into  immediate  ruin, 

. the  only  remains  of  it  at  this  time  being  part  of  the 
tower  of  the  fteeple, , which  ftands  amidfta  large  heap 
of  rubbifh  and  ftones,  on  an  eminence  in  a field  a fmall 
diftance  fouth-weftward  from  the  manfion  of  the  ma- 
nor : in  the  remains  of  this  building  there  are  many 
Roman  bricks,  and  part  of  an  arch  is  turned  entirely 
-with  them. 


‘ Reg.  RofF.  p.  276. 
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1605,  1608.“ 

fohn  Bq/inthwaiie,  ind.  i6q8| 
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1758.' 

Thomas  Thompfon,  A.  M.  indua:. 
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* Rptc  Raff.  p.  272* 

b Ibid. 

c Ibid.  p.  276. 
d Ibid.  p.  278. 
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Seale. 

r And  vicar  of  Wilmington. 

S He  refigned  this  vicarage  for  Sut- 
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1 He  refigned  this  forStockbury  vi- 
carage. . 

mAnd  vicar  of  Wilmington. 
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STONE  NEAR  DARTFORD. 

NORTH  eaflvvard  from  Darent  lies  Stone,  which  . 
takes  its  name  from  the  ftony  fituation  of  it ; Stane  in 
Saxon  fignifying  a (lone.  It  is  called  in  the  Textus 
Rqffenjis^  Stantune  and  Stmies  j and  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  EJlanes. 

Thisparifli  contains  about  2700  acres  ofland,of  which 
^50  are  wood,  and  about  320  marfhland.  It  is  about  fe- 
venteen  miles  from  London,  and  two  from  Dartford  ; 
the  high  London  road  erodes  it.  At  a frnall  diftance 
northward  from  which  is  the  village,  fituated,  as  well  as 
the  church,  on  the  fide  of  a hill,  which  riles  from  the 
bank  of  the  Thames  ; weftward  from  hence,  about  a 
half  a mile,  is  the  parfonage,  and  below  it  the  mardies, 
bounded  by  the  river.  The  parifli  confifts  of  conti- 
nued hill  and  dale,  the  views  of  the  Thames,  and  the 
oppofite  county  of  EdTex,  are  beautiful  as  you  pafs  the 
highroad,  where  is  the  hamlet  of  Horns-crofs.  The 
foil  is  a gravel,  and  not  far  from  hence,  on  the  nor- 
thern fide  of  it,  is  a great  range  of  chalk  pits,  and 
wharfs  on  the  bank  of  the  river  for  the  exportation  of 
it.  Hence  the  ground  rifes,  having  Stone  caftle  about 
two  fields  from  it,  the  prolpe6ls  from  which  over  the  j 
river  are  beautiful ; behind  which  it  ftretches  over  hill  | 
and  dale  a long  way  fouthward,  over  a good  ftrong  1 
foil  of  land  in  general.  i The  great  trad  of  wood-  ' 
land  which  reaches  almoft  to  Greenftreet-green,  ad- 
joining to  Darent,  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
thefe  woods,  runs  the  antient  Roman  road  to  Ro- 
chefler,  and  not  far  from  it  the  two  fmall  hamlets 
of  Bean  and  Stonewood.  On  the  hill  above  Green- 
ftreet-green, among  the  woods,  are  the  remains  of  a 
camp  and  fortifications,  thrown  up  in  antient  times,  but 
now  fo  overgrown  with  wood  and  rubbifh,  as  to  be 
impenetrable. 


Near 
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Near  the  fouth-eaft  boundary  of  this  parifh,  at  half 
a mile  up  the  road  leading  from  Greenftreet-green  to 
Bctfham,  on  the  left  hand  fide  of  the  fhort  hill  there, 
is  Cocklejhell-banky  fo  called  from  the  great  number  of 
thofe  Ibells  there  obfervable;  juft  before  you  come  to 
the  pond  on  the  fame  fide,  about  three  feet  below  the 
top  of  the  bank,  they  appear  very  vifible,  lying  clofe 
and  thick  together,  of  a pure  white,  and  for  the  moft 
part  whole,  forming  a jlratum  of  a foot  in  depth.-  As 
they  are  walked  down  the  banks  by  rains  and  frofts, 
they  become  rotten  and  difcoloured  by  the  earth,  which 
is  a kind  of  reddilh  loam,  and  crumble  into  fmall 
pieces.  The  Jiratim  appears  to  have  extended  to  the 
oppofite  bank  by  the  fragments  of  fhells,  likewife  on 
that  fide,  although  not  fo  vifible  by  the  deep  road  in- 
terfedling  it.  Thefc  bivalve  fliells  are  in  depth  about 
threC'fourths  of  an  inch,  and  the  fame  in  breadth,  with 
rays  running  tranfverfely  very  fmall  and  clofe,  con- 
trary to  thofe  of  the  common  cockle,  which  are  longi- 
tudinal and  deep  furrowed.  In  the  Cujlumale  Koff, 
p.  254,  is  inferred  a letter  from  Dr.  John  Latham, 
F.  R.  S.  author  of  the  General  Synopfis  of  Birds,  and 
other  curious  fubjedls,  concerning  thefe  lliells,  and  ano-;- 
ther  Jlratum  of  the  turbinated  kind,  at  a fmall  diftance 
from  the  other.  A fpecimen  of  the  latter  from  his 
mufeum  is  inferred  in  the  above  book. 

Strata  of  ftiells  appear  to  run  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  places  before  mentioned,  and  to  extend  towards 
Greenhithe,  for  in  the  fields,  behind  the  large  farm- 
houfe  in  this  parifh,  on  the  north  fide  of  Greenftreet- 
green,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Dyke,  according  to  in- 
formation, the  plough  turns  up  a great  quantity  of  their 
fragments.  In  the  back  yard  belonging  to  a houfe  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  green,  was  a large  mafs  of  ftone 
of  fome  hundred  weight,  full  of  fhells,  which  was 
brought  from  a field  above  that  houfe,  and  was  made 
ufe  of  as  a bridge,  or  ftepway  in  the  yard.  Strata  of 
thefe  marine  exuvlcgy  have  been  obferved  in  feveral 

VOL.  ir.  c c other 
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Other  places,  as  in  fome  ground  belonging  to  the  ma- 
nor of  Baldwins,  in  Dartford,  and  at  Bexley,  in  dig- 
ging a well  at  Mr.  Cope's  feat  at  Bridgen,  where,  at 
the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  they  came  to  a Jiratum  of 
lliells,  chiefly  of  the  turbinated  kind,  which  continued 
about  two  feet  in  depth,  and  then  difappeared,  before 
they  got  to  the  fprings  j fpecimens  too  of  the  like  kind 
have  been  frequently  met  with  down  Park- hill,  by  the 
woodfide,  towards  Gadbridge." 

There  is  a fair  held  in  the  village  of  Stone  on 
Afeenfion-day,  for  pedlary,  &c.  Matthew  Paris,  in 
his  Hiftory  of  England,  p.  725,  relates  a ftrange  ftory 
of  a miracle  which  happened  in  this  parifli  in  1252,  of 
a boy,  named  William  Crul,  who,  at  two  years  old, 
cured  all  difeafes,  by  making  the  fign  of  the  crofs  upon 
the  patients  who  flocked  to  him  on  this  account,  from 
all  the  neighbouring  parts,  not  long  after  which  he 
died. 

Ethelred,  king  of  England,  in  the  year  995,  gave 
Stantune  and  Litlebroc  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew, 
and  Godwyn  then  bifliop  of  Rochefter.” 

After  the  conqueft,  this  place,  as  well  as  many  other 
pofleflions  belonging  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  were 
feized  on  by  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  the  king’s  half- 
brother  } but  he  did  not  enjoy  them  long,  for  archbi- 
fhop  Lanfranc  recovered  them  again  in  a folemn  afl- 
fembly  of  the  whole  county,  held  on  this  occafion,  by 
the  king’s  command,  in  1076,  at  Pinenden-heath. 

The  archbifliop  having  thus  recovered  this  place, 
with  the  church  belonging  to  it,  and  Littlebroc,  out  of 
Odo’s  hands,  immediately  reftored  them  to  bilhop 
Gundulph,  and  the  church  of  St.  Andrew ; which  girt 
was  confirmed  by  archbifhop  Anfelm,  in  iioi,  as  it 
was  afterwards  by  leveral  of  his  fucceflbrs.^ 

" Cuftumalc  RofFenfe,  p.  254. 

° Text.  Roff.  p.  153.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  5. 

p See  Eadm.  by  Seld.  p.  197.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  442. 

In 
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In  the  record  ofDomefday,  Stone  is  thus  defcribed, 
under  the  title  of  the  land  of  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter  ; 

bijfjop  of  Rochefter  holds  Eftanes.  In  the  time  of 
king  Edward  the  ConfeJJor  it  was  taxed  at  6 filings, 
and  now  at  4 filings.  The  arable  land  is  1 1 caru^ 
cates.  In  demefie  there  are  2,  and  20  villeins,  with  1 2 
borderers,  having  1 1 carucates.  There  is  a church,  and 
4 fervants,  and  7 2 acres  of  meadow,  and  one  mill  of  6 
Jhillings  and  8 pence,  and  i fifhery  of  3 floilUngs  and  4 
pence.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of  Iso  hogs.  In  the  time 
of  king  Edward,  and  afterwards,  it  zvas  zvorth  1 3 
pounds,  and  nozso  16  pounds,  and  yet  it  pays  20  pounds 
and  I ounce  of  gold  and  i marc.  Richard  de  Tun- 
bridge holds  of  this  manor  as  much  wood  as  is  worth  1 5 
fhillings. 

In  the  fame  book,  Eduuard  de  Eftan  is  faid  to  have 
the  liberties  of  fac  and  foe  in  the  laths  of  Sutton  and 
Aylesford. 

In  an  antient  valuation  made  of  the  manors  of  the 
bilhop  of  Rochefter,  by  inquifition  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  the  manor  of  Stone  was  eftimated  to  con- 
tain two  hundred  and  thirty-fix  acres  of  arable  land, 
each  worth  three-pence  ; fourteen  acres  in  the  marfh, 
worth  fix-pcnce  an  acre ; the  mill  there  ten  fhilllings 
per  annum  •,  and  the  annual  rents  to  amount  to  20I.  1 2S.'^ 
And  in  another,  taken  at  the  latter  end  of  that  reign, 
on  the  oaths  of  Thomas  de  Mepeham,  facrift  of  the 
church  of  Rochefter,  and  others,  concerning  the  ma- 
nors appropriated  to  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter’s  table,  it 
appeared,  that  there  were  two  ploughs  in  this  manor, 
though  there  were  not  in  reality  two  plough  lands  in  it  f 
for  though  they  were  generally  eftimated  as  fuch,  yet 
there  was  not  fo  much  arable  land  within  the  manor, 
as  each  carucate,  or  plough-land  ought  to  contain,  ac- 

Reg.  RofF.  p.  63. 

' In  orig.  Carucae.  Ibid.  Carucatae* 
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cording  to  the  cuftom  of  this  part  of  the  country ; one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  That  they  were  worth,  with 
the  marfh  and  pafture,fixty-fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence 
yearly ; that  the  annual  rent,  in  money,  and  in  hens, 
eggs,  plough-fhares,  wood,  and  in  the  ftream,  was 
worth  26I.  13s.  y^d.  and  that  there  was  one  mill  there, 
which  paid  forty  Ihillings  per  annum. 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  manor,  with 
the  hamlet  here,  was  taxed  at  33I.  6s.  8d.  and  in  the 
33d  of  king  Henry  III.  at  the  fame.’ 

The  bifliops  of  Rochefter  frequently  refted  here  on 
their  journeys  to  and  from  London.  Bifliop  Gilbert 
dc  Glanvill,  who  came  to  the  fee  in  1185,  rebuilt  the 
houfe  and  buildings,  which  had  been  burnt  down.  Bi- 
fliop  Hamo  de  Heth,  when  he  was  here  in  1333,  gave 
orders  for  the  building  a new  wall  againft  the  Thames;* 
and  in  1337,  he  repaired  the  buildings  of  this  manor, 
at  a great  expence.*  In  their  fuccelTors,  bifhops  of 
Rochefter,  this  manor  has  continued  ever  fince,  being 
at  this  time  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  right  reverend 
the  bifhop  of  this  diocefe." 

The  manor-houfe  is  fituated  near  the  church-yard. 
It  has  long  been  inhabited  by  the  farmer  of  the  de- 
mefne  lands,  the  only  remains  of  the  antient  manfion, 
which  feems  never  to  have  been  dignified  with  die 
name  of  a palace,  is  the  great  chimney  in  the  centre  of 
the  prefent  building ; lord  Romney  is  the  prefent  pof- 
feflbr  of  it. 

Littlebrooke  is  a manor  and  hamlet  in  this  parifti, 
which,  in  antient  charters,  is  ftiled  Littlebroc,  and  Lyt- 
tanbroce.  It  was  once  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of 
Stone,  as  has  been  mentioned  above,  and  different  lands 
were  given  in  it,  at  times,  to  the  church  of  Rochefter.'^ 

’ Reg.  Roff.  p.  65.  Stev.  Mon.  v.  I.  p.  454.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  129. 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  II.  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  372,  374. 

* Sir  John  Young  was  tenant  for  three  lives  to  the  bifhop  of 

Rochefter  in  Stone;  anno  1660. 

* Text.  Roff.  p.  124,  in  orig.  JManfa. 
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King  Ethelred’s  gift  to  that  church  feems  to  have  con- 
Tifted  of  one  cariicate  or  hyde  of  land. 

In  the  time  of  archbifhop  Dunftan,  who  came  to  the 
lee  of  Canterbury  in  959,  one  ^Elfege,  a rich  man, 
gave  two-thirds  of  his  lands  in  Littlebroc,  and  other 
places,  in  the  prefence  of  the  archbifhop,  to  the 
churches  of  Canterbury  and  Rochefter,  which  was  af- 
terwards withheld  by  one  Leofsune,  who  had  married 
the  widow  of  Eadric,  j3ilfege’s  nephew  ; but  the  arch- 
bifhop recovered  it  to  the  churches  of  Chrift  and  St. 
Andrew,  in  a Iblemn  trial  held  at  Erhede,  now  Cray- 
ford,  in  this  county. '' 

Ehe  manor  of  Littlebrooke,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  was  held  of  the  bifhop  by  Laurence 
Brooke,  who  died  polTefled  of  it  in  the  3d  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  Roger  Northwood  was  owner  of  it  at  his 
deceafe,  in  the  13th  year  of  that  reign  j Sir  John  de 
Northwood  died  poffelTed  of  it  anno  38  king  Edward 
III.^  In  the  3d  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  John  LofF- 
wyke  owned  this  manor  foon  after  which  it  came 
into  the  polTeflion  of  the  Apyltons. 

Thomas  Apylton  was  poliefled  of  it  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  'VII.  His  grandfon,  Henry,  was  ot  this 
county,  and  of  South  Bemfleet,  in  Elfex,  and  died  pol- 
lefled  of  it  in  the  38th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  hold- 
ing it  of  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  by  knights  lervice. 
In  whofe  defeendants,  feated  at  South  Bemfleet,  in 
Eflex,  this  manor  continued  down  to  Sir  Henry  Ap- 
pleton, bart.  forfo  the  name  was  now  fpelt,  who,  on 
his  father  Sir  William’s  death,  became  entitled  to  the 
inheritance  of  Littlebrooke,  and  died  in  1709’ 
lady  Appleton  his  mother  in  1719'  "Ibis  branch  of 
the  family  feated  in  this  county  and  ElTex,  bore  for 
their  arms,  Argent,  a fej's  engrailed  (originally  plain) 

* Text.  Roff.  p.  1 18.  See  Crayford,  p.  268,  where  the  whole 
form  of  trial  is  fet  forth. 

Rot.  Efch.  eor.  ann. 

^ Court-rolls  of  Dartford  cum  Sutton  manor. 
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fable^  between  three  apples,  leafed  and  flipped  proper. 
Thole  feated  in  Norfolk  bore,  ^hree  apples  gules,  the 
leaves  and  falks  vert.  And  thofe  in  the  weft  of  Eng- 
land, Or,  a fefs  between  three  apples  vert.  Soon  after 
which  this  manor  was  conveyed  by  fale  to  Stone,  who 
ended  in  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried William  Lownds,  whofe  fon  William,  afterwards 
by  ad:,  anno  27  and  28  George  II.  took  the  name  of 
Stone  ; and  Anne,  who  married  Thomas,  fecond  fon 
of  archbifhop  Potter;  the  latter  of  whom,  in  his  wife’s 
right,  became  pofTefted  of  Littlebrooke.  He  had  by 
her  two  daughters,  and  died  in  1758,  leaving  his  wU 
dow  furviving,  who  afterwards  poflefled  this  manor ; 
fince  whofe  deceafe,  as  well  as  of  her  two  daughters, 
f p.  it  came  into  the  poITeflion  of  Thomas  Potter,  efq. 
of  Bedfordfhire,  w'ho  now  owns  it.  This  eftate  was  fon 
more  than  a century  occupied  by  a wealthy  family, 
named  Ward.  Mr.  John  Ward  ufed  it  during  the 
troublefome  times  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 
and  being  a ftedfaft  loyalift,  his  ftock,  which  at  that 
time  amounted  to  five  thoufand  pounds,  was  feized  on 
and  fequeftered  for  the  ufe  of  the  ftate.  His  de- 
feendant,  Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  is  how  leflee  of  it. 

Stone-castle  is  an  antient  caftellated  feat  in  this 
parilh,  ftanding  on  an  eminence,  a fmall  diftance  fouth- 
ward  from  the  high  road  from  London  to  Dover. 
The  fquare  tower  at  the  eaft  end  of  it  is  the  only  part 
that  bears  the  appearance  of  its  ever  having  been  a for- 
trefs,  It  had  once  the  reputation  of  a manor,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  book  of  aid  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  when  Sir  John  de  Northwoo'd  anfwered  for 
the  manor  of  Stone-caftle  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which 
Henry  de  Northwood  before  held  in  Stone  of  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Rochefter. 

It  afterwards  came  to  a family  of  the  name  of  Bone- 
vant,  or  Bontfant,  one  of  whom,  Richard  Bontfant, 
mercer  of  London,  was  poflefied  of  it  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VI.  and  died  owner  of  it  anno  37  king 
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Henry  VI.  Nicholas  Bonevant,  died  in  1516,  and 
lies  buried,  with  Agnes  his  wife,  in  Swanfcombc 
church.*  From  this  name  this  feat  paflfed  into  that  of 
Chambley,  and  thence  again,  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to  Robert  Chapman,  of 
London,  merchant-adventurer,  who  died  poflelTed  of  it 
in  1574,  and  was  buried  in  this  church.  His  fecond 
wife,  Ellen,  by  whom  he  had  no  iflTue,  furvived  him, 
and  held  this  feat  for  her  life ; and  being  afterwards  re- 
married to  John  Prefton,  he,  in  her  right,  became 
poflefled  of  it,  but  on  her  death  it  devolved  to  Anne, 
daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Thomas  Chapman,  of  Lon- 
don, eldeft  fon  of  Robert,  by  his  firft  wife  Winifred, 
who  was  married  to  William  Carew,  efq.  of  London, 
and  he,  in  her  right,  became  polTeflrcd  of  it  j whofe 
arms,  T^ree  lions  pajjant  in  pale^  points  him  out  to  have 
been  defcended  of  the  ardent  and  noble  family  of  the 
Carews,  of  Devonfhire  ; as  does  his  epitaph,  which 
fays  he  was  an  efquire,  defcended  by  birth  and  blood.** 
He  died  in  1588,  and  his  grandfon,  Mr.  Henry  Ca- 
rew, continued  owner  of  it  in.  1656.  From  this  name 
it  foon  after  paffed  to  Atkins,  and  thence  to  Dr.  Tho- 
mas Plume,  archdeacon  of  Rochefter,  who  died  in 
1704,  and  was  buried  in  Longfield  church-yard.  He 
devifed  by  his  will  about  eighteen  thouland  pounds,  to 
be  laid  out  in  lands,  for  the  maintenance  of  a profelTor 
of  aftronomy  and  experimental  philofophy,  in  Cam- 
bridge j which  money  was  accordingly  laid  out,"  and 
he  bequeathed  Stone-caftle,  with  the  eftate  belonging 
to  it,  and  a farm  at  Tudeley,  in  this  county,  to  certain 
charitable  ufes,  in  the  feoffees  of  which  it  now  remains. 
The  prefent  leflee  of  Stone-caftle  is  John  Talbot,  efq. 
who  refides  in  it. 

This  charitable  devife  of  Dr.  Plume  did  not  take 
place  till  fome  years  after  his  death,  owing  to  a fuit  in 

* Weever,  p.  33  3-  Philipott»  P*  3^3* 

• See  Harl.  MSS.  No.  2263-35. 
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chancery,  carried  on  by  the  truftees  with  his  executor 
and  heir  at  law,  which  was  heard  in  1710,  when  this 
charity,  by  the  decree  then  given,  was  put  under  pro- 
per regulations,  and  the  truftees  as  appointed  in  the 
dodlor’s  will  (twenty  clergymen  of  the  diocefe  of  Ro- 
chefler)  were  made  perpetual  feolfees.  1 he  firft  fe- 
offment was  dated  in  1 722,  by  which  the  truft  of  this 
charity  was  vefted  in  the  twenty  truftees  by  name,  and 
the  feveral  ufes  of  it  declared,  but  many  difficulties 
ftill  arifing,  nothing  further  was  done  in  it  till  1734. 

The  ufes  of  this  truft  were,  for  the  preaching  of 
twenty-fix  fermons,  in  the  fummer  half  year,  every 
Wednefday,  alternately  at  Dartford  and  Gravefend,  the 
.expence  of  which,  together  with  other  neceftary  cofts 
and  charges,  incidental  to  the  eftate,  being  deduced 
out  of  the  annual  profits  of  it,  the  remainder  of  the 
rents  and  profits  was  diredtcd  to  be  laid  out  by  the 
truftees  towards  the  augmentation  of  fuch  poor  par- 
fonages  and  vicarages  within  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter, 
as  were  under  fixty  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid  to 
fuch  incumbents  of  them  as  the  truftees  fhould  fee 
beft  to  deferve,  and  have  moft  need  of  it ; but  it  was 
provided,  that  no  living  Ihould  have  above  ten  pounds 
in  one  year,  and  that  Town  Mailing  fliould  always 
be  one. 

Cotton  is  a manor  here,  which  was  once  in  the 
polfeffion  of  a family  of  the  fame  name.  John  atte 
Coten  poflefled  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.** 
Jeffry  de  Cotton,  fon  of  Hugh,  and  his  coparceners, 
were  owners  of  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
at  which  time  they  paid  aid  for  it,  in  the  book  of 
which  they  are  charged  for  one  fourth  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee,  which  Johnde  Cotton,  of  Stone,  held 
in  Stone  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  Thefe  Cottons 
bore  for  their  arms,  A chevron  between  three  griffins 
heads  erafed,  which  is  the  fame  coat  as  is  borne  by 

I See  Reg.  RofF.  p.  630. 
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the’aatient  family  of  that  name,  of  Lanwade,  in  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  and  makes  it  probable  they  were  de- 
fcended  of  the  fame  anceftors. 

About  the  beginning  ot  the  reign  of  Henry  V I 11. 
this  manor  was  become  the  eftate  of  the  Killing,* 
worths;  one  of  whom  conveyed  it  to  Sir  JohnWilt- 
fliire,  comptroller  of  the  town  and  marches  of  Ca- 
lais. He  died  in  1526,  and  lies  buried  with  Mar- 
garet his  wife  in  this  church,  bearing  for  his  arms. 
Party  per  chevron  azure  and  argent  ^ on  the  former  eight 
croU'es  formee  or.  He  left  one  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Bridget,  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Richard 
Wingfield,  K.  G.  the  12th  fon  of  Sir  John  Wing- 
field, of  Letheringham,  in  Suffolk,  where  his  ancel- 
tors  were  feated  m the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  in 
the  church  of  which  parilh,  as  well  as  in  Donington, 
many  of  them  lie  buried,  with  their  fhields  of  arms 
over  them,  being.  Argent  on  a bend  gules,  between  tivo 
cotizes  fable,  three  pair  of  wings  joined  in  lewer  ofthe 
firji.  He  was  nobly  defcended  from  the  lords  Mont- 
fitchet  and  Bovile,  Glanvile  earl  of  Suffolk,  and  the 
lord  Scales.'  He  was  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  of  die  bedchamber  to  king  Henry  VIII. 
who  gave  him  Kimbolton  cafde,  where  he  afterwards 
refided,  made  him  of  his  privy  council,  and  fent  him 
ambaffador  to  Spain,  where  he  died,  and  was  buried 

at  Toledo. 

The  manor  of  Cotton  was  demifed  anno  5 queen 
Elizabeth,  but  by  whom  I do  not  find,  for  the  ^rm 
of  one  thoufand  years,  to  William  Cecil  lord  Bur- 
leigh, and  Sir  Thomas  Walfingh am,  who  parted  with 
their  intereft  in  it  to  Heron,  as  he  did  again 
rington,^  who  conveyed  his  title  to  it  to  Edward  Ca- 
fon  and  Thomas  Woodward;  and  they,  m the  8th 
year  of  king  James  I.  fold  it  to  John  Manning,  citi- 

' Weever,  p.  755  759-  Cooke’s  Bar.  MSS. 

[ Philipott,  p.  323-  . 
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zp  and  fkinner,  of  London.  His  fon,  John  Man- 
ning, erq.  was  of  Warbleton,  in  Suffex,  and  died 
without  iflue  ; on  which  his  two  fifters  became  his 
coheirs ; Anne,  married  to  Sir  Thomas  LawJey,  bart. 
and  Elizabeth,  firft  to  Robert  Csefar,  efq.  and  fecond- 
ly  to  Francis,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  lord  Coventry, 
lord  keeper  of  the  Great  feal ; and  they,  in  right  of 
their  wives,  pofl'efled  this  manor  in  undivided  moie- 
ties. Sir  Thomas  Lawley  was  fucceeded  by  Sir  Francis 
Lawley,  bart.  his  eldeft  fon,  who  in  1685,  fold  his 
moiety  to  Francis  Coventry,  efq.  (fon  and  heir  of 
Francis,  and  Elizabeth  his  wdfe,  above  mentioned) 
who  then  pofleffed  the  whole  of  it,  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1686;  upon  which  it  defeended  to  his  fifter, 
Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Wm.  Keyt,  bart.  of  Ebring- 
ton,  inGloucederfliire,  who  was  fucceeded  by  his  grand 
fon  William,  eldeft  fon  of  his  fon  William,  who  died 
in  his  life  time.  He  conveyed  the  manor  of  Cotton, 
in  1716,  to  Lancelot  Tolfon,  gent,  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  London,  who  devifed  it  by  his  will  to  John 
Simpfon,  efq.  of  Canterbury,  who  died  in  1748,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cathedral  there.  Thefe  Simpfons 
bore  for  their  arms.  Per  bend  finijler  or  and  fable,  a 
lion  rampant  gules,  double  tailed  and  counter  changed.  He 
gave  it  by  his  will  to  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Simpfon, 
of  Canterbury,  who  died  in  1777;  and  this  eftate  is 
DOW  in  pofleflion  of  the  heir  of  her  devifee,  Baptift 
Simpfon,  efq. 

Stone-place  is  an  eftate  here,  which  for  many 
generations  was  the  refidence  of  families  of  good  ac- 
count. It  was  in  antient  times  polleffed  by  the  fa- 
mily of  Norwood,  owners  likewife  of  Stone  caftle  and 
Littlebrooke,  in  this  parilh.  It  afterwards  came  into 
the  pofleflion  of  Sir  John  Wiltflure,  who  rebuilt  the 
manfion  of  it.  His  only  daughter  and  heir,  Bridget, 
carried  it  in  marriage,  with  the  manor  of  Cotton,  in 
this  parifh,  to  Sir  Richard  Wingfield,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned. 
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It  afterwards  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  Dud- 
leys, who  refided  here ; by  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
of  which  name,  it  went  in  marriage  to  Henry  Parker, 
gent,  of  Northfleet,  defcended  from  Edward  Parker, 
of  Whitchurch,  in  Chelhire,  who  bore  for  his  arms, 
Ermine a buck's  head  cabojhedy  gules. 

From  this  name  it  paffed  to  Evans,  and  thence, 
by  the  heir  general  of  it,  to  Maffingbeard,  one  of 
which  antient  family  owned  it  in  1636;  trom  thefe 
I it  went  next  to  Maniford,  one  of  whoni  ending  in  a 
foie  daughter  and  heir  IVIartha  j (he  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  William  Howe,  who  fold  it  to  Malines, 
and  his  widow  marrying  with  Mr.  John  Sedgwick; 
he  poffeffed  it  in  her  right.  Soon  after  which  it  was 
fold  to  Thomas  Tryon,  efq.  of  Chefilhurft,  after  the 
death  of  whofe  widow,  her  affignees  fold  it  to  Mr. 
Wm.  Tuckey,  of  Greenhithe,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  gate-houfe  to  this  feat  is  dill  danding ; the 
^ buildings  appear  to  have  been  large  and  dateiy ; the 
cielings  of  feveral  of  the  rooms  are  well  findhed  with 
oak  wainfcot.  Over  the  gate  houfe,  and  on  a done 
chimney-piece  in  the  parlour,  are  carved  the  arms  ot 
Wingfield,  as  above  mentioned. 


CHARITIES. 

John  Borland  gave  13s.  4c].  payable  yearly  out  of  certain 

marfli  land,  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli  for  ever.* 

Torn  Lake  gave  by  will,  in  1657,  to  be  diftnbuted  among 

day  labourers,  houfekeepers,  and  Po®*”  J ^erft 

chLge,  out  of  lands  in  this  panfh,  lately  veiled  m John  Amherll, 

^^r.^XHO^MArP^ME  gave  by  will,  in  1704,  to  be  dillnbuted 
among  the  poor  of  this  parilh,  a rent  charge  out  of  ^ 
vefted^in  the  trullees  of  the  Stone  callle  charity  eftate,  of  the  an- 

AnTe'^Bo^sse  ive  by  will,  in  1740,  to  the  like  purpofe,  a 
re«  d.Lge,  out  of  lauL,  in  Swanfcombc,  vefted  m the  l.o.rs 
of  Bonham  Hayes,  efq.  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 
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- Stone  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefher  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  M^ry,  and  is  a b;autifhl 
Itruaiure,  confifting  of  a nave,  with  two  fide  ifles  and 
chancel  j it  is  fpacious  and  lofty,  the  windows  large  ) 
and  regular,  and  for  fymmetry  and  proportion,  it  may  i 
jultly  be  efteemed  the  fineft  piece  of  Gothic  archi- 
tecture in  the  diocefe.  It  has  a large  fquare  tower  at 
tjie  weft  end  of  it,  in  which  hang  five  bells.  It  had 
formerly  a fpire  fteeple  on  it,  which  w-as  fo  far  da- 
maged  by  lightning,  in  1638,  that  is  was  taken  down. 
The  chancel  has  a double  roof,  and  though  now  of 
gi eat  height,  feems  once  to  have  been  ftill  higher  j it 
IS  ornamented  on  both  fides  with  antient  flails,  curi- 
oufly  car\ed,  and  is  adorned,  as  well  as  the  church 
with  pilafters  of  brown  marble.  The  whole  has  been 
lately,  at  a great  expence,  new  cieled,  and  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  it  repaired  and  ornamented.  At  the 
eaft  end  of  the  north  fide  was  once  a handfome  veftry, 
which  has  been  long  fmee  in  ruins.  The  north  door  is 
curioufly  A^Tought  with  ornaments  and  mould- 

ings. Adjoining  to  the  church  was  a beautiful  chapel, 
built  by  Sir  John  Wiltlhire,  of  Stone-place,  which 
has  lain  in  ruins  for  upwards  of  feventy  years;  about 
which  time,  a large  palfage  was  broke,  through  the 
midlt  .of  the  pavement,  into  the  vault  underneath, 
wherein  were  the  remains  of  the  coffins  of  Sir  John  ' 
ViltUiire  and  his  lady,  with  the  bones  fcattered  about.  J 
Their  monument,  which  was  moft  coftly  and  curious,  i 

was  erefted  againft  the  north  wall  of  it,  near  the  eaft 
end.  t 


In  tins  church,  among  other  monuments  and  Infcrintions,  are 
I ■ /"  ^ dianccl,  a mural  monument  for  Rob.  Talbot 

A.  M.  rector  of  this  parifli,  and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  John 
Lynch  efq  of  Groves,  m this  county,  and  Mary  their  daughter: 
Robert  Jalbot  died  May  la,  1754,  *t.  59;  arms,  gules,  "a  lion 
rampant  pr,  impaling  Lynch,  On  a grave  ftone,  a brafs  plate, 
and  infcnption  in  black  letter,  for  Wm.  Carew,  efq.  free  of  the 
Drapers  company  ; he  had  eight  children  by  Anne  his  wife,  obt. 
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I "88  ; at  the  corners  of  the  ftone  were  four  fliields  of  arms,  in 
brafs,  the  ift  is  loft,  which  was  Carew,  three  lions  pallant  in  pale  ; 
the  2d  Chapman,  parted  per  chevron,  argent  and  gules,  a crelcent 
counterchanged.  On  a graveftone  in  the  middle,  before  the  Iteps, 
is  a brafs  plate  of  curious  work,  reprefentiiig  a crols  fiory,_ 
mounted  on  four  fteps,  in  the  centre  of  the  flower  is  the  figure  of 
a prieft,  with  a label  in  his  mouth,  and  infcnption  round  the 
bordure  of  the  flower , on  the  body  of  the  crofs  and  fteps,  an  m- 
feription  for  John  Lumbarde,  reftor  of  Stone,  obt.  March  12th, 
1408  • on  each  fide  was  a fliield  of  arms,  now  loft.  On  a grave 
ftone  next  the  former,  on  the  north  fide,  is  a brafs  plate,  with 
the  figure  of  a prieft,  as  large  as  life,  at  half  length  ; above  him, 
two  fhlelds  with  a lion, rampant ; the  infcnption  gone,  but  Wee- 
ver  has  recorded  it  for  John  Sorewell,  reeftor  of  this  church,  who 
died  Dec.  30,  1439-  On  another,  adjoining,  is  a brafs  plate,  and 
infeription,  for  Anne  Carew,  widow,  late  of  Stone  caftle,  obt. 

I coQ  above  is  a fliield  of  arms,  Carew  in  chief,  a martlet  charged 
with  another,  as  a difference,  for  a fourth  brother  of  the  fourth 
houfe,  impaling  Chapman.  Over  the  door  of  the  chapel,  on  the 
north  fide,  is  a mural  monument,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and 
his  wife,  kneeling  at  double  defies,  with  books  open,  behind  hiin 
are  two  fons,  behind  her  are  eiglit  daughters,  and  beneath  an  in- 
feription  for  Robert  Chapman,  efej.  of  London,  merchant  adven- 
turer, and  free  of  the  Drapers  company;  he  died  at  Sjone  caftle, 

I C74,  tct.  6:  ; he  married  firft  dame  Wynifreo,  and  had  by  her 
ten  children  ; and  2dly  dame  Ellyn  ; above  are  the  arms  of  Chap- 
man as  above.  Chapman  impaling  quarterly,  iftand4th,  on  a 

bend  ingrailed  three 2d  and  3d,  a moor  s head  couped, 

between  three  fleurs  de  lis  ; 3d  as  the  former,  in  a lozenge  - he 
colours  of  them  are  gone.  On  a grave  ftone  near  the  door  of  the 
chapel,  is  a brafs  plate,  and  infcnption  in  black  letter,  for  Roo. 
Chapman,  efq.  owner  of  Stone  caftle  above  mentioned,  who  died 
in  i;74-  at  the  corners  of  the  ftone  are  four  fliields,  ift  Chap- 
man, 2d’ arms  of  the  merchant  adventurers,  3d  the  Drapers  com- 
pany, 4th  Chapman,  impaling  quarterly,  as  on  the  monument. 
On  a errave  ftone  is  an  infeription  for  William  Carew,  gent,  eldeft 
fon  of  William  Carew,  efq.  obt.  1625,  being  owner  of  Stone  ca  - 
tie;  above,  the  arms  of  Carew.  ■ In  Weever  s nme  were  the  fol- 
lowing  memorials,  on  brafs  plates,  but  fince 

Rich.  Bontfant,  mercer  of  London,  owner  of  Stone  caftle,  . 
1450  ; another  for  Matilda,  wife  of  W m.  Laken,  fergeant-at-  aw, 
obt.^1408,  and  Joane  her  daughter,  who  h^ed  the  famy^ar ; and 
another  for  Roger  Payname,  obt.  14....  another  for  Win.  Bank- 
not  and  Anne  his  wife,  ann.  1400-  . the  chapel,  now  jn  nuns, 
as  mentioned  above,  there  ftiU  remains  againft  the  north  fide,  1 c 
fine  altar  tomb  of  the  founder  of  it,  undei  an  ai  ch  of  ftone,  riaflv 
ardorned  with  Gothic  work,  on  the  front  of  winch  aie  three 
fliields  of  arms,  ift  parted  per  chevron,  eight  croffes  formee,  2d 
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as  before,  impaling  a bend  between  two  mullets  of  fix  points, 
within  a bordure  nebulee ; third  as  the  impaled  coat ; on  the 
tomb  was  a brafs  plate,  with  the  figure  of  a man,  with  a label  in 
his  mouth,  now  loft,  as  well  as  theinfcription,  which,  as  Weever 
has  preferved  it,  was  for  Sir  John  Wiltfliire,  and  Margaret  his 
wife ; he  died  i 526.'-  Thomas,  fixth  fon  of  Thomas  lord  Berke- 
ley, anno  26  Henry  VIII.  lies  buried  in  this  church.* 

This  church,  being  an  appendage  to  the  manor, 
it  was  given,  as  has  been  mentioned  above,  in  925, 
to  bilhop  Godwin,  and  the  church  of  Rochefter, 
fince  which  it  has  remained  to  this  time  part  of  the 
pofleffions  of  that  fee. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
^ Stone  was  valued  at  thirty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage  at 
feven  marcs. 

By  virtue  of  a commijfwn  of  enquiry ^ ifluing  out  of 
chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Stone  was  a par- 
fonage,  having  a good  houfe,  and  eight  acres  of  glebe 
land,  worth  in  the  whole  170I.  per  annum  ; that  one 
mafter  Thomas  Martyn  enjoyed  it,  as  a fequeftration 
of  IVIr.  Richard  Chafe,  clerk.^  It  is  valued  in  the 
king  s books  at  26I.  los.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at 
2I.  13s. " 

John  Boulman,  by  his  will,  devifed  his  lands,  cal- 
led Chaundlers,  containing  eleven  acres  and  a half, 
and  the  profits  of  it,  to  the  parifh  church  of  Stone 
for  ever. 


CHURCH  OP  STONE. 


John  Lumbar obt.  May  1408." 
John  Sorewell^  obt.  Decern.  30, 
1439.“ 


RECTORS. 


, Nath.  Gifford^  A.  M.  in  1607.'* 
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iions  at  large  in  Reg.  Roff.  p,  1054. 

^ R/l  nn  vn1  • m mC. 


•>  See  the  monuments  and  infcrlp- 


™ Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 

**  He  lies  buried  in  this  church.  Sec 


stev.  IMon.  vol.  i,  p.  456. 


Weever,  p.  333. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  tuhom  prefented. 

Bijbop  of  Rochejier 


<1  He  was  alfo  reftor  of  Cook  ft  one, 
prebendary  and  archdeacon  of  Rochef- 
ter,  and  died  in  i6il,  and  was  buried 
in  Rochefter  cathedral. 

r Parliamen.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib, 
vol.  xix. 

» Walk.  SufF.  Clergy,  pt.  2.  p.  219. 
See  alfo  Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p. 
287. 


RECTORS. 

Richard  Tillcfey^  B.  D.  1613.’ 
Charles  Lcfnitary,  A.  M. 

Richard  Chafe,  in  1650,  fequef- 
tered.'' 

William  Pierce,  1654,  1657. 
Henry  Price,  1657,  ejetEied  1662  ’ 
William  Thornton,  A.  M.  1702, 
obt.  Sep.  23,  1 707. 

Tho.  Spratt^  ob.lnnt  12,  1720.' 
William  Savage,  D.  D.  Oft.  13, 

I 720. 

Robert  Talbot,  M.A.  ind.  Oft.  I, 
1736,  obt.  May  12,  1754. 
Edmund  Levjin,  D.  D.  1 734,  ob. 
Aug.  I 771." 

Thomas  Heathcote,  1772.  Prefent 
reftor.'' 

t He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Boxley,  and 
prebendary  of  Winchefter,  Weftmin- 
fter,  and  Rochefter,  of  which  laft  he 
was  archdeacon.  He  was  fon  of  the 
bilhop  of  Rochefter. 

u Chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Ro- 
chefter. 

V Second  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Hi  ath- 
cote,  bart. 


SWANSCOMBE. 

EASTWARD  from  Stone  lies  Swanfeombe,  fo 
called  from  the  camp  of  Swane,  king  of  Denmark, 
who  having  failed  up  the  Thames,  landed  at  Green- 
hithe  ; and  marching  from  thence,  encamped  at  this 
place  i Combe  and  Compe  in  Saxon,  being  derived 
from  campus  in  Latin,  fignifying  a camp.'^ 

It  is  written  in  fome  records  Swegenfeomp,  Swanef- 
kampef  and  in  Domefday  Suinefcamp. 

Camb.  Brit,  vol.i.  p.  224.  Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  472. 

* Text.  Roff.  p.  230. 

The 
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The  high  road  from  London  to  Dover  crofTes  the: 
northern  part  of  this  parifh,  which  reaches  up  higher  ai 
long  way  to  the  fouthward,  among  a large  tracl  off 
woodland.  It  contains  in  the  whole  2300  acres  of  land,,|| 
of  which  600  are  wood,  and  250  marfh  land.  On  the^ 
north  fide  of  the  above  road  there  is  a large  range  off 
chalk  pits,  and  lower  down  the  hamlet  of  Greenhithe,,  1 
(called  in  the  fextus  Raffenjis^  Gretenerfce'^ ) clofe  tothe;i( 
fiiore  of  the  river  Thames.  Here  there  are  leverall, 
wharfs  for  the  landing  and  fliipping  of  corn,  wood,, 
coals,  and  other  commodities,  but  the  greate ft  traffic:  1 
arifes  from  the  chalk  and  lime,  from  the  above  chalk  I 
pits,  the  range  of  which  continues  with  fmall  inter-  1 
miffion  from  Stone  to  Gravefend,  within  a very  fmall 
diftance  of  the  fiiore.  Hence  not  only  the  city  of 
London,  but  the  adjacent  counties,  and  even  thofe  of 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  are  fupplied  with  this  commo-  \ 
dity.  There  is  a ferry  here  acrofs  the  Thames  into  "I 
Eflex,  for  horfes  and  cattle  only,  which  antiently  be- 
longed to  the  priory  of  Dartford ; at  the  fuppreffion 
of  which,  in  king  Henry  the  Vlllth’s  reign,  it  was 
granted  to  John  Bere  for  a term  of  years,^  and  after' 
wards  by  queen  Elizabeth  in  her  2d  year,  with  the  ' 
manor  of  Swanfcombe  to  Anthony  Weldon,  in  fee, 
fince  which  it  has  continued  with  the  pofTeffors  of  the  : 
manor  to  the  prefent  time. 

There  was  a chapel  formerly  in'  this  hamlet,  founded  I 
by  John  Lucas,  of  Greenhithe,  who,  in  the  19th  year  1 
of  king  Edward  the  Illd.  obtained  the  king’s  licence  < 
to  affign  over  a piece  of  ground  here,  and  twenty  acres 
of  pafture  in  this  parifli,  to  a chaplain,  to  celebrate  di- 
vine offices  daily  in  the  chapel,  to  be  ereded  on  it  here, 
in  honor  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary.  This  chapel  was 
fuppreffed  with  others  of  the  fame  fort  in  king  Ed- 
ward the  Vlth’s  reign,  fome  of  the  walls  of  it  are  re* 

I Text.  RofF.  page  230.  ' Augtn.  off.  Inrolm. 
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malning,  but  being  converted  into  a tenement,  there  is 
fcarce  any  outward  appearance  of  it  left. 

At  i;he  eaft  end  of  this  hamlet  is  the  feat  of  Ingrefs, 
fuuated  clofe  under  the  chalk  cliffs,  on  the  bank  of 
the  Thames,  along  which  it  has  a moft  pleafing  view, 
the  extenfive  pleafure  grounds  of  it  are  for  the  moft 
part  formed  over  the  remains  of  a range  of  old  negleded 
chalk  pits,  which  form  an  inequality  of  ground  for  the 
purpoft,  beyond  what  any  art  or  prefent  expence  could 
perhaps  eafily  attain  to.  Above  the  London  road,  on 
the  fouthern  fide,  is  a neat  modern  houfe,  called 
Knockholt,  built  by  one  of  the  family  of  Hayes,  of  Cob^ 
ham,  the  laft  of  whom  Mr.  Bonham  Hayes  left  it  by  will 
to  Mr.  Butler,  of  Deal,  who  now  owns  it;  near  it  are  two 
fmall  hamlets,  called  Milton-ftreet  and  Wefton-crofs. 

From  the  above  road  the  ground  riles  fouthward  to 
the  village  of  Swanfcorrbe,  at  the  weft  end  of  whicii 
is  the  manfion  of  the  manor,  much  of  which  has  within 
thefe  few  years  been  pulled  down,  and  it  is  now  ufed 
as  a farm  houfe  ; and  a little  further  the  parfonage  and 
church.  Round  tlie  village  there  is  fome  tolerable 
good  land,  though  rather  inclined  to  gravel,  and  fome 
orchard  ground ; even  fo  early  as  the  3^^^  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  mention  is  made  in  a grant  of  it  of 
an  orchard  here,  called  the  cherry-garden,  belonging 
to  the  manlion  of  the  manor.  Above  the  village  the 
ground  rifes  ftill  higher,  being  covered  with  a large 
tra6t  of  woodland,  the  foil  of  which  is  a ftiff  cold  clay* 
Thefe  woods  ftop  the  current  of  the  air,  and  occafion 
the  fogs  and  noifome  vapours  arifing  from  the  marfhes 
to  hang  among  them,  and  then  to  defcend  on  the  vil- 
lage and  low  lands  again,  which  renders  this  parilh  ex- 
ceedingly unhealthy.  Part  of  thefe  woods  within  the 
bounds  of  this  parifh  is  known  by  the  name  of  Swanf- 
combe  park,  in  which  and  other  parts  near  it^  there  arc 
feveral  mounts  of  earth  thrown  up,  leemingly  the 
works  of  very  antient  times.  They  all  lie  very  high, 
fome  of  them  have  a hollow  at  the  top,  and  none  of 
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them  are  above  thirty  or  forty  yards  over.  The  old 
Roman  road  runs  along  the  fouthern  part  of  this  wood. 
Dr.  T.  horpe  fuppofed  that  Swanfcombe  was  the  vag~ 
niaca  of  the  Romans,  and  that  their  ftation  here  was  at 
the  head  of  the  fleet,  which  parts  this  parifh  and 
Northfleet,  on  which  fubjedt  the  reader  will  find  fur- 
ther hereafter  under  Southfleet.  A few  years  ago  a 
copper  coin  of  Nero  was  grubbed  up  out  of  a hedge- 
row in  this  parifli,  and  another  of  Severus  w'as  turned 
up  by  the  plough ; a fufficient  corroboration  that  the 
Romans  had  intercourfe  in  or  near  this  place. 

William  the  Conqueror,  as  is  commonly  reported, 
was  met  in  his  way  through  this  county,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Haftings,  .by  the  Kentifhmen  at 
Swanfcombe,  headed  by  archbifliop  Stigand,  and  Egel- 
fine,  the  abbot  of  St.  Auguftines,  each  man  having  a 
bough  in  his  hand ; fo  that  the  whole  multitude  feemed 
at  firft  a moving  foreft: ; when  throwing  down  their 
boughs,  at  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  they  appeared 
with  their  arms  prepared  for  battle.  This  at  firft 
fomewhat  alarrned  the  duke  } but  his  furprize  ceafed, 
when  he  found  it  was  the  people  of  Kent,  who,  as  he 
was  told,  by^the  archbifliop  and  abbot,  were  come  to 
alTure  him  of  the  fubmifllon  of  the  county,  and  withal 
to^  demand  the  confirmation  of  their  antient  laws  and 
privileges.  The  duke  received  them  very  gra- 
cioufly,  and  not  fo  willingly,  as  wifely,  granted  their 
requeft. 

This  tale  is  repeated  by  William  Thome,  monk  of 
St.  Auguftine’s,  Canterbury,  from  a MSS.  hiftory^  of 
that  abbey,  drawn  up  by  Thomas  Sprot,  and  others, 
chroniclers  there,  who  in  all  probability  invented  it,  to 
magnify  the  valour  of  their  archbifliop  and  abbot,  and 
of  their  countrymen.  All  our  writers,  except  Mr. 
Lambarde,  who  Teems  loth  to  give  it  up,  have  looked 
upon  this  ftory  as  a mere  fidion.  Mr.  Somner,  in 
particular,  calls  it  a commentitioiis  fable  j he  fays,  it  is 
mentioned  only  by  Sprot,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of 

king. 
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king  Edward  I.  and  fuch  others  as  of  latter  times  have 
written  after  his  copy  j for  before  him,  and  in  that  in- 
terim of  more  than  two  hundred  years,  between  the 
conqueft  and  the  time  he  wrote,  no  publifhed  ftory,  no 
chronicle,  no  record  of  any  kind,  Kentifli  or  other, 
is  found  to  warrant  the  relation  j and  yet,  a matter  fo 
remarkable  as  this,  was  not  likely  to  efcape  all  our 
hiftorians  pens  that  were  before  him,  efpecially  thofe 
about  the  time  of  the  conqueft.  Among  which  the 
filence  of  Ingulphus  is  the  more  ftrange,  fince  he  is  fo 
particular  and  pun6lual  in  relating  and  recording  the 
Conqueror’s  oppugners  and  their  proceedings.  Thefe 
reafons,  with  others,  he  offers  to  the  more  literate  and 
judicious  only,  for  the  ftory  being  fo  univerfally  fwal- 
lowed  by  the  generality  of  people,  he  dares  not  enter 
into  a difpute  with  them  about  it,  as  defpairing  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  difengaging  them  from  the  belief  of  it,  though 
he  was  to  ufe  the  moft  convincing  arguments  for  that 
purpofe.* 

Our  herbalifts  have  taken  notice  of  the  following 
SCARCE  HERBS  and  PLANTS  to  be  found  within  this 
parifh : 

Ifchasmon  vulgare,  cocksfoot  grafs^  which  Johnfon  fays 
was  niojl  probably  gramen  daftiloides  radice  repente, 
cocksfoot  grafs  zvith  creeping  roots ; Gerarde  found  it 
near  Greenhithe. 

Palma  Chrifti,  maf.  & fasmina,  the  male  and  female  ^ 
fatyrion  royal ; in  Swanf combe  wood. 

Rhefeda  Plinii,  Italian  rocket  j upon  the  iipgrounds 
above  Greenhithe. 

Cynocrambe,  dogs  mercuYy  i about  Greenhithe  and 
Swanfcombe. 

Virga  aurea,  the  golden  rod;  in  Swanfcombe  zvood. 
Pneumonanthe,  Calathian  violet ; upon  the  chalk  cliffs 
near  Greenhithe, 

* Lamb.  Did.  p.  329.  Somner’s  Gavelkind,  p.  62  et  feq. 
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Speculum  veneris  minus,  codded  corn  violet  i in  the 
corn-fields  near  Greenhithe. 

Trachelium  majus,  blue  Canterbury  bells y Trachelium 
minus,  fmall  Canterbury  bells y are  both  found  not  only 
in  this  parijhy  but  in  many  other  places  in  this  county  . 
Centaurium  parvum  luteum  lobellii,  yellozv  centorie ; 

upon  the  chalky  cliffs  about  Greenhithe, 

Lathyrus  major  latifolius,  everlafiing  pea ; in  Swanf* 

■ combe  wood.^ 

I have  myfelf  alfo  found’  on  the  wafte  upground 
above  Greenhithe  the  butterfly  and  the  fly  fatyrioHy 
the  humble-bee  and  the  bee-orchis. 

In  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Conqueror,  Swanf- 
combe  was  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  Odo,  bifliop  of 
Baieux,  the  king’s  half  brother,  and  it  is  accordingly 
entered,  under  the  general  title  of  his  lands,  in  the  fur- 
vey  of  Domefday,  as  follows  : 

Helto  holds  Sninefcamp  of  the  bipoop  ( of  Baieux.)  It 
zvas  taxed  at  lo  fulings.  The  arable  land  is  caru- 
cates.  Ihere  are  3 in  demefney  and  33  villeinSy  with  3 
borderers y having  1 3 carucates.  There  is  i knight y and 
I o fervantSy  and  40  acres  of  meadow y wood  for  three 
hogSy  and  5 fijheries  of  '^o  pence y and  a Jixth  which  be- 
longs to  the  hally  and  i hith  of  5 fhillings  and  4 pence ; 
of  the  wood  of  this  manor  y Richard  ( de  Tunbridge)  holds 
in  his  lozvy  as  much  as  is  worth  4 Jhilling. 

The  whole  manor  was  zvorth  2.0  pounds  ....  and  it 
is  nozv  worth  32  pounds. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bifliop  Odo,  in  1084*  bis  poflef- 
fions  were  confifeated  to  the  king’s  ufe,  and  this  manor 
as  part  of  them.  After  which  the  manor  of  Swanf- 
combe  came  into  the  poflefTion  of  the  family  of  Mont- 
chenfie,  called  in  Latin  De  Monte  Canifto. 

William,  fon  of  William  de  Montchenfie,  who  died 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  John,  owned  this  manor.  It 

Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  z8,  220,  277,  334,  4^9^ 
439>  449>4So?  547»  1229. 
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appears  that  he  lived  but  a few  years  afterwards ; for 
Warine  de  Montchenfic  (probably  his  uncle)  in  the 
1 5th  year  of  that  reign,  for  a fine  of  two  thoufand  marcs, 
had  pofleffion  granted  of  his  whole  inheritance.  He 
married  Joane,  the  fecond  daughter  of  William  Ma- 
refchal,  earl  of  Pembroke  j and  in  the  7 th  year  of  king 
Henry  III.  being  in  the  expedition  then  made  into 
Wales,  he  had  fcutage  of  all  his  tenants  by  military 
fervice  in  Kent,  and  other  counties.  He  died  anno  38 
king  Henry  III.  being  then  reputed  one  of  the  molt 
noble,  prudent,  and  wealthy  men  in  the  kingdom,  his 
inventory  amounting  to  two  thoufand  marcs.  He  bore 
for  his  arms.  Or,  three  efcutcheons  vairy,  ardent  and 
azurey  two  bars  gules ; which  coat  is  among  the  quar- 
terings  of  the  prefent  earl  of  Shrewlbury.  He  left 
William,  his  fon  and  heir,  and  a daughter  Joane,  who 
had  married,  by  the  king’s  appointment,  William  dc 
Valence,  the  king’s  half  brother.  Valence  bore  for 
his  arms,  Barry  of  teHy  argent  and  azure  ; eight  mart- 
lets  gules,  three,  two,  and  three,  though  fometimes 
they  were  placed  in  orle.  His  arms  are^  in  Woodnef- 
borough  church,  as  quartered  by  Haftings,  and  they 
are  on  the  roof  of  the  cloyfters  of  Canterbury  cathe- 
dral. Thefe  arms  were  quartered  by  the  late  Marchio- 
nefs  de  Grey,  and  the  earl  of  Shrewlbury. 

William  de  Montchenfie,  two  years  after,  as  fon 
and  heir  to  his  father,  had  pofleffion  granted  of  all  his 
lands  lying  in  Kent,  and  other  counties.  Not  long 
after  which  he  took  part  with  the  difcontented  barons, 
and,  in  the  48  th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  was  one  of  the 
chief  commanders  on  their  part,  in  the  battle  of  Lewes, 
where  the  king  was  made  prifoner ; and  next  year, 
when  they  fummoned  a parliament  in  the  king  s name, 
he  was  one  of  the  chief  of  thofe  barons  that  fat  in  it.' 
After  being  taken  at  Kenilworth,  in  the  furprile  made 
by  the  forces  of  prince  Edward,  a little  before  t|ie 

c Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i,  p.  561. 
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battle  of  Evefham,  his  lands,  and  among  them  this 
manor,  were  feized,  and  given  to  William  de  Valence, 
before-mentioned.  However,  he  had  foon  after  fuch 
favor  fhewn  him  for  his  fifter’s  fake,  that  William  Va- 
lence freely  reftored  them  to  him  again.  After  which, 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  1.  he  obtained  a full  ' 
pardon,  with  other  favours  granted  to  him,  and  in  the 
8th  year  he  had  reftored  and  granted  in  fee,  -jkw  of 
frank  pledge^  and  the  courts  belonging  to  it  in  all  his 
lands.  But  in  the  lyth  year  of  that  reign,  marching 
with  the  earl  of  Cornwall  (then  governor  of  the  realm  • 
in  the  king’s  abfence)  into  Wales  againft  Rees  ap 
Griffith,  then  in  the  caftle  of  Droftelan,  and  endea- 
vouring to  demoliffi  it  by  undermining  it,  he  was,  with 
many  others,  overwhelmed  in  the  fall  of  it.*  He  left 
one  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Dionifia.  Notwithftanding 
which  next  year  William  de  Valence,  and  Joane  his 
wife,  aflerted  their  claim  in  parliament  to  the  inheri- 
tance of  her  father’s  lands,  pretending,  that  this  Dio- 
niha  was  a baftardj  but  after  much  dilpute,  it  being 
proved  that  William  de  Montchenfie  acknowledged 
her,  whilft  he  lived,  as  his  lawful  daughter  publicly,  and 
becaufe  the  biftiop  of  Worcefter,  in  whofe  diocefe  Ihe 
was  born,  had  given  fentence  therein  accordinc^ly,  flie 
was  allowed^  to  be  legitimate.^  She  was  lliortly  after- 
wards married,  through  the  king’s  means,  to  Huo-h  de 
Vere,  third  fon  of  Robert,  earl  of  Oxford,  who  in 
the  25th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  in  confideration  of 
his  fervices  in  the  wars  of  France,  had  poffeffion 
granted  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance.^ 

In  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  II.  he  was  fum- 
moned  to  the  king’s  coronation,  as  was  Dionifia  his 
wife,  by  whom  it  feems  he,  had  no  iftbe ; for  on  her 
death,  in  the  yth  year  of  that  reign,  it  was  found,  that 


^ Pat.  Rolls,  anno  8 Edw.  T. 
! Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  ^62. 


Obid.  776.  Prynne,  p.  403. 
f Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  562. 
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ihe  died  pofleflcd  among  others,  of  this  manor  of 
Swanfcombe,  which  Ihe  held  in  capite^  by  homage 
and  fervice,  and  that  Adomar  de  Valence,  fonof  Joan 
and  William  de  Valence  before-mentioned,  was  her 
next  heir,**  who  afterwards  fucceeded  in  the  earldom  of 
Pembroke,whofe  three  fitters  were  Anne,  firtt  married 
to  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  and  next  to  Hugh  Baliol,  ^ and 
lattly  to  John  de  Avennes;  Ifabel  to  John  de  Hattings, 
of  Bergavenny  j and  Joane  to  John  Comyn,  of  Ba- 
denagh.  Adomar,  or  Aymer  de  Valence  before-men- 
tioned, on  his  two  brothers  death  without  iflue,  became 
earl  of  Pembroke.  But  in  the  1 7th  year  of  that  reign, 
attending  the  queen  into  France,  was  murdered  there, 
in  revenge,  as  it  is  faid,  for  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Lancatter,  being  one  of  thofe  who  had  given  fentence 
of  death  upon  him  at  Pontefraft  two  years  before,  and 
his  body  being  brought  into  England  was  buried  in  the 
abbey  church  of  W^eftmintter,  at  the  head  of  Edmund, 
earl  of  Lancatter.*  He  left  no  ifllic,  though  he  was 
thrice  married,  upon  which  John,  fon  of  John  de 
Hattinf^s,  by  Ifabel  his  wife,  the  earl’s  fitter,  and  John, 
fon  of  John  Comyn,  of  Badenagh,  by  Joan,  the^other 
fitter  of  the  earl,  were  found  to  be  his  coheirs,  and  next 


ofkin.’'  . 1-  3 • u 'cc 

John  de  Hattings,  the  fen,  died  without  ifllie^  next 

year,  leaving  Joane,  wife  of  David  de  Strabolgi,  earl 
of  Athol,  and  Elizabeth  Comyn,  her  fitter,  his  coufins, 
and  next  heirs. 

Elizabeth  Comyn,  being  likewife  one  of  the  coufins 
and  heirs  of  Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke 
before-mentioned,  on  the  partition  of  his  ettates, 
had  for  her  fhare,  among  others,  the  manors  of  Swanf- 
combe and  Milton,  in  this  county;  but  being  ttized  on 
by  Hugh  le  Defpencer,  earl  of  Winchetter,  Hugh  his 


» Collins’s  Coll.  p.  226.  Rot.  Efch,  ejus  an.  No.  51. 
‘ Dugd.  Bar,  vol.  i.  p-  . 

“ Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  576,  and  686. 
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fon,  and  others,  at  Kenynton  in  Surry,  the  was  kept  a 
prifoner  by  them  for  more  than  a year  j during  which 
file  was  compelled,  through  fear  of  being  put  to  death, 
to  pafs  away  many  manors  and  lands  of  her  inheritance 
to  him,  among  which  the  manor  of  Swanfcombe  feems 
to  have  been  one ; for  the  king,  in  his  1 8th  year,  con- 
firmed it  to  Hugh  le  Defpencer,  earl  of  Winchefter, 
and  his  fbn  Hugh,  in  fee.  The  former  of  whom,  in 
the  1 9th  year  of  that  reign,  on  the  queen’s  coming  to 
Briftol  from  abroad,  with  a powerful  force,  was  brought 
before  the  prince,  and  thofe  barons  then  attending  him, 
though  at  that  time  ninety  years  of  age,  and  received 
judgment  of  death  ; firft  to  be  drawn,  afterwards  to  be 
beheaded,  and  then  hanged  on  a gibbet ; all  which  was 
accordingly  executed,  on  which  Hugh  Defpencer,  the 
younger,  immediately  fled,  but  being  taken  prifoner 
not  long  afterwards  in  Wales,  was  brought  in  themoft 
ignominious  manner  to  Hereford,  where  he  was  con- 
demned to  a cruel  and  fhameful  death,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly executed  on  him,  the  gallows  being  fifty  feet 
high,  on  St.  Andrew’s  Eve,  in  the  20th  year  of  king 
Edward  II.  and  being  then  quartered,  his  limbs  were 
fent  to  four  different  places,  and  his  head  to  London- 
bridge.  Upon  this  the  manor  of  Swanfcombe  efcheated 
to  the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  the  iff  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  when,  in  confideration  of  the  good 
fervices  performed  by  Edmund  of  Woodftock,  earl  of 
Kent,  and  partly  in  fatisfadion  of  the  deficiency  of 
lands  which  his  father  king  Edward  had  appointed  him 
to  have,  the  king  granted  to  him  feveral  manors,  which 
by  the  forfeitures  of  Hugh  Defpencer,  earl  of  Win- 
chefter, the  father,  and  of  Hugh  the  fon,  had  efcheated 
to  the  crown,  among  which  was  this  manor.* 

This  Edmund  married  Margaret,  widow  of  John 
Comyn,  ofBadenagh,  and  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  had  poireflion  granted  of  her  dowr}’'. 

‘ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  93.  vol.  ii.  p.  93,  94, 
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Being  accufed  of  treafon,  he  was  arrefted  at  a coun- 
cil held  at  Winchefter,  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign, 
upon  which  he  fubmitted  to  mercy  ; but  by  tlie  malice 
of  queen  Ifabel,  he  was  adjudged  to  fuffer  death  for  high 
treafon,  in  plotting  the  delivery  of  the  late  king. 
Which  fentence  was  accordingly  executed  on  him.  He 
died  pofleffed  of  this  manor  with  the  church  belonging 
to  it,  among  others  in  this  county  ; holding  it,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  inquifition  taken  after  his  death,  in  fee-tail 
of  the  king  in  capite,^s  of  the  honor  of  Rochefter-caflle, 
by  the  fervicc  of  paying  yearly  to  the  caftle,  at  the  feaft 
of  St.  Andrew  the  Apoftle,  4I.  4s.  and  at  the  king^s 
exchequer  8s.  3|d.  for  all  fervice.  After  the  earl  s 
death,  this  njanor  feems  to  have  reverted  to  its  right 
owner  again,  in  Elizabeth,  lifter  and  coheir  of  John 
Comyn,  of  Badenagh,  coufin  and  heir  of  Aymer,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  then  married  to  Richard  Talbot,  of 
Goderich* caftle,  in  Herefordlhire,  who  was  anceftor 
of  Talbot,  vifeount  Lifte,  Talbot,  earl  of  Shrewfoury, 
and  the  Talbots  of  Grafton  and  Longford,  Richard 
Talbot’s  great-grandfather,  who  died  anno  2 king  Ed- 
ward I.  bore  for  his  arms,  Bencfy  of  ten  pieces  argent  and 
gules^  being  the  paternal  coat  of  Talbot.  He  rnarried 
the  daughter  and  heir  of  Rhefe  Ap-Griffith,  pi  ince  of 
Wales;  and  their  defendants  difeontinued  the  bearing 
of  their  paternal  coat,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofc 
times,  in  refpeft  to  her,  and  took  the  arms  of  the 
faid  Rhefe  and  his  anceftors,  princes  of  Wales,  viz. 
Gulesy  a lion  rampant  or,  within  a bordure  engrailed  of  the 
fecond.  He  paid  aid  for  this  manor  as  half  a knight  s fee, 
in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign.  He  was  a man  of  ex- 
perienced valour,  much  entrufted  and  employed  by 
i^he  king  in  his  wars,  efpecially  m Scotland;  and  having 
been  fummoned  to  parliament  the  4th  to  the  29th 
years  of  the  fame  reign  inclurive,he  died  in  thejoth  year 
of  it,  being  then  pofTefled  of  this  manor,  held  m capite. 


Rot.  Efch.  anno  31  king  Edward  III. 
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It  appears  that  he  held  this  manor  only  for  life  ; for 
on  his  death,  it  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  Roger,  lord 
Mortimer,  who  was  owner  of  it  at  his  death,  which 
happened  in  France,  anno  34  king  Edward  III.  holding 
it  of  the  honor  of  Rochefter-caftle,  by  the  fcrvice  be- 
fore-mentioned." 

From  him  it  defeended  to  his  great  grandfon,  Ed- 
mund Mortimer  j on  whole  death  without  ifllie,  in  the 
3d  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  Richard,  duke  of  York, 
fon  of  Anne  his  filler,  was  by  inquifition,  found  to  be 
his  coufin  and  next  heir. 

Being,  both  by  his  father’s  and  mother’s  fide,  de- 
feended from  king  Edward  III.  he  alpired  to  the  crown; 
but  in  the  37th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  the  army, 
which  he  and  his  friends  had  railed  for  this  purpofe, 
having,  upon  the  king’s  proclamation  of  pardon  de- 
ferred him,  he  fled  to  Ireland,  and  the  king  caufing  a 
parliament  to  meet  at  Coventry,  this  duke,  his  fon 
Edmund,  earl  of  March,  and  all  their  adherents,  were 
attainted  in  it;  upon  which  this  manor  became  forfeited 
to  the  crown,  and  was  that  year  granted  to  Sir  Thomas 
Browne,  of  Beechworth-callle,  in  Surry,  treafurer  of 
the  king’s  houlhold,  who  had  then  a grant  of  a fair  to 
be  held  at  this  place  yearly,  on  the  Tuefday  in  the 
week  of  Pentecoll."  However,  it  Teems,  as  if  on  the 
turn  of  fortune,  which  happened  foon  afterwards  to  the 
duke  of  York,  that  he  regained  the  polTelTion  of  this 
manor,  of  which  he  died  polfelTed,  as  appears  by  the 
inquifition  taken  after  his  death,  in  the  3d  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  After  which  his  widow,  Cecilie,  duchefs 
of  York,  the  king’s  mother,  continued  in  pofleflion 
of  it  to  the  time  of  her  death,  in  the  loth  year  of  king 
Henry  VII.p,  when  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  where  it 
Raid  till  king  Henry  VIII.  fettled  it  on  his  queen,  Jane 
^Seymour ; on  whole  death,  in  the  29th  year  of  that 

■ Rot.  Efch.  No.  52,  ps.  1 ma. 

* Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  » Philipott,  p.  307,  errata. 
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reign,  it  came  again  into  the  king’s  hands,  where  it 
remained  till  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  2d  year,  granted 
it  in  fee,  with  the  feite  of  it,  the  cherry-garden,  and 
the  ferry  of  Greenhithe,  to  Anthony  Weldon,  efq.  who 
had  a leafe  of  it,  both  from  king  Henry  VHI.  and 
Edward  VI.  for  a term  of  years,  to  hold  of  her  in 
capite  by  knights  fervice.  He  was  defeended  from^ 
Bertram  de  Weltdone,  who  was  of  the  retinue  ot 
Walther,  earl  of  Northumberland  and  bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham, at  the  time  of  the  conqueft.  His  defeendanr, 
Robert  de  Weltden,  was  lord  of  Weltden,  in  Nor- 
thumberland, in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I.  whole 
defeendant,  Simon  W^cltden,  was  of  Vv^eltden,  and 
fiourifhed  in  the  time  of  king  Henry  VI.  He  had  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Denton,  efq. 
of  Denton,  in  Northumberland,  two  fons ; Chrillo- 
pher,  who  fucceeded  his  father  at  Weltden,  and  was 
anceftor  of  the  branch  of  this  family  who  fettled  there ; 
and  Hugh  Weltden,  who  was  fewer  to  king  Henry 
VII.  and  left  four  fons,  Hugh  Weltden,  who  was  aii- 
ceftor  to  the  Weltdens,  of  Shottelbrooke,  in  Berk- 
Ihire ; Edward  Weltden,  the  fecond  fon,  whofe  de- 
feendants  fettled  in  Kent,  bearing  for  their  arms,  Ar- 
vent  a cinquefoil  pierced  gules  y on  a chief  of  the  fecondy  a 
demi  lion  rampant  of  the  field ; Thomas  Weltden,  the 
third  fon,  who  was  cofferer  to  king  Edward  VI.  and 
queen  Elizabeth,  whofe  defeendants  remained  at 
Cookham,  inBerklhire;  and  William  Weltden,  the 
fourth  fon,  whofe  defeendants  fettled  at  Thornby,  m 

Northamptonlhire.  ^ ^ , 

But  to  return  to  Edward,  the  fecond  fon,  who  was 
fervant  to  king  Henry  VII.  and  mailer  of  the  houlhold 
to  kinc^  Henry  VIII.  He  was  of  Swanfeombe,  and 
left  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Roo,  Anthony  Weldon, 

' elq.  before- mentioned,  clerk  of  the  fpicery,  and  after- 
wards promoted  to  the  board  of  green-cloth,  to  whom  ^ 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  2d  year,  granted  this  manor  of 

Swanfeombe  in  fee.  He  died  in  the  i6th  year  of 

that 
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that  reign,'!  being  then  clerk  of  the  green  cloth  to  that 

Weldon,  his  eldeft  Ton,  had  pofleflion  granted 
of  this  manor,  the  ferry,  and  other  lands  before-men- 
tioned, that  year,  holding  them  in  capite  by  knights 
fervice."  He  was  knighted,  and  was  clerk  of  the 
kitchen  to  queen  Elizabeth,  afterwards  clerk  comp- 
troller to  king  James,  and  died  clerk  of  the  board  of 
green  cloth.  He  died  in  1609,  leaving,  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Leven  Bufkin,  efq.  four  fons,  Anthony, 
clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  king  James,  Henry,  Levin,  and 
Ralph,  and  feveral  daughters. 

Anthony  Weldon,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded 
him  in  this  manor,  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  in  the 
loth  year  of  king  James,  obtained  a grant  of  the 
caftle  of  Rochefter,  with  all  its  fervices  annexed.  He 
married  Elinor,  daughter  of  George  Wilmer,  efq.  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  children,  of  whom  Ralph  Wel- 
don, the  eldeft  fon,  on  his  father’s  death  inherited  this 
manor  and  the  caftle.  His  fon  was  Anthony  Weldon, 
efq.  of  Swanfeombe,  whofe  fon.  Walker  Weldon,  efq. 
died  pofiefledof  thefe  eftates  in  1731,  prefently  after 
whofe  death,  his  heirs  conveyed  them  by  fale  to  Tho- 
mas Blechynden,  efq.  who  died  owner  of  them  in  1740, 
leaving,  by  Lydia  his  wife,  two  fons,  his  coheirs,  wdiofe 
truftees,  under  the  direflion  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
conveyed  them  to  Samuel  Child,  efq.  of  Ofterly  park, 
an  eminent  banker  in  London,  and  he  died  poffefled 
of  them  in  1752,  leaving  two  fons,  Francis  and  Ro- 
bert, of  whom  the  eldeft,  fucceeded  his  father  in  thefe 
eftates  ; but  dying  without  iflue  in  1763,  this  manor, 
with  the  feite  of  Rochefter-caftle,  as  well  as  his  other 
eftates,  devolved  to  his  brother  and  heir  at  law,  Robert 
Child,  efq.  late  of  Ofterly-park,  and  a banker  in  Lon- 
don, who  married  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Gilbert  Jod- 
drell,  efq.  of  Ankerwyke,  and  died  in  1782,  and  his 
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widow  Mrs.  Child,  with  the  other  truftees  under  her 
hulband’s  will,  then  became  pofleffed  of  them,  and 
Ihe,  in  1791,  carried  her  intereft  in  them,  in  marriage 
to  Francis,  lord  Ducie.  She  died  in  1793,  fince 
which  they  have  again  become  veiled  in  the  truftees  of 
her  firft  hulband’s  will,  and  remain  fo  at  this  time. 

The  manor  of  Swanfcombe,  as  well  as  that  of  Combe 
in  this  parilh,  holden  of  Rochefter-caftle,  owed  fer- 
vice  towards  the  defence  of  it,  the  owner  of  Swanf- 
combe being,  as  it  were,  one  of  the  principal  captains 
to  whom  that  chai-ge  was  antiently  committed,  and 
there  were  fubjedl  to  this  manor  feveral  knights  fees, 
as  petty  or  fubordinate  captains,  bound  to  lerve  under 
his  banner  there.® 

Thefe  fer vices  have  been  long  lince  turned  into  an- 
nual rents  of  money.  The  following  is  a lift  of  thofe 
manors  and  lands  which  held  by  cajih-guardy  and  now 
pay  rents  in  lieu  of  it : 

Luddefdown  manor. 

Ryarfti  manor. 

Deice  Magna. 

Addington  manor. 

Norton  manor. 

Cobham  Eaftcourt,  and 
Aldington  Eaftcourt. 

(fitockbury  manor. 

Little  Deice. 

Hamwold-court  manor. 

Farnborough-court  manor. 

Boughton  Monchelfea  manor. 

Midley  and  Little  Caldecott. 

Goddington  manor. 

Fadlefworth  manor. 

Bicknor  manor. 

Fraxingham  manor. 

Wootton  manor.  • 

Thefe  rents  are  paid  on  St.  Andrew's  day,  cAd  ftyle, 
and  the  cuftom  has  been  held,  that  if  the  rent  is  not 


Eecles  manor. 

Part  of  ditto. 

Sholden  manor  in  Surry. 

Lands  in  Weflborough  farm, 
in  Surry. 

Dairy  farm,  in  Higham. 

Mickleham  manor,  in  Surry. 

Barrow -hall  manor,  in  ditto. 

Ingraft,  Harringfield,  Eaft  Har- 
ringfield,  and  Weft  Horden, 
in  EfTex. 

Great  and  Little  Borftable 
manors. 

Widford  manor,  in  ElTex.. 

Alchardin,  alias  Combes  manor, 
and  part  of 

North-court. 


* Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  530. 
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then  paid,  it  is  liable  to'  be  doubled,  on  the  return 
of  every  tide  in  the  Medway,  during  the  time  it  re- 
mains unpaid.  This  cuflom  was  very  near  being 
brought  to  a legal  decifion  fome  years  ago  5 for  Sir 
Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  owner  of  Farnborough-court 
manor,  and  Thomas  Beft,  efq.  owner  of  Eccles  ma- 
nor, having  made  default  in  the  payment  of  their 
caftle-guard  rents,  Mr.  Child,  owner  of  Swanfcombe 
manor,  and  the  caftle,  required  the  penalty  of  their 
being  doubled  ; which  difpute  was  carried  fo  far,  that 
ejectments  were  ferved  on  the  eftates,  and  a fpecial  i 
jury  was  (truck,  to  try  the  matter.  But  by  the  in- 
terpolition  of  friends,  the  difpute  was  compromifed, 
and  a fmall  compofition  was  accepted,  in  lieu  of  the 
penalty,  though  it  was  entered  in  the  court-rolls  of 
Swanfcombe  manor,  with  the  confent  of  all  parties, 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  the  cuftom  of  this  payment 
might  not  be  leflened  in  future  by  it. 

The  MANOR  of  Combes,  called  likewife  Al- 
kerdyn,  alias  Combes^  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
was  in  the  poffeffion  of  Sir  Richard  Talbot,  who,  in 
the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  paid  aid  for  it,  holding 
it  as  the  loth  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  which  Hugh  de 
Yere  held  before  of  the  king. 

This  place  afterwards  gave  name  to  a family,  who 
poflelTed  it  for  many  generations,  called  from  it  At- 
Cumbe,  and  Combe.  One  of  thefe,  John  de  Combe, 
held  it  as  the  fifth  part  of  a knight’s  fee  of  the  earl  of 
March,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Swanfcombe.  From 
this  family  it  went,  in  the  next  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
to  Swan  of  Hook-houfe,  in  Southfleet,  whofe  de- 
fcendant,  Mr.  Thomas  Swan,  died  pofTefTed  of  it, 
in  the  3d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  holding  it  of  the 
queen,  as  of  her  manor  of  Swanfcombe,  by  knight’s 
lervice;*  his  fon  and  ^eir,  William  Swan,  fold  it  to 
Lovelace  ; and  he,  not  long  after,  pafTcd  it  away  to 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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Carter,  who  alienated  it  to  Hardres ; from  whom,  at 
the  lattei  end  of  that  reign,  it  was  fold  to  Fagg,  and 
he  conveyed  it  to  Hudfon,  whofe  defcendant,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Richard 
Head,  of  KQchefl;er,“  who  was  advanced  to  the  dig-^ 
nity  of  baronet  in  1676;  his  great  grandfon.  Sir  Fran- 
cis Head,  bart.  died  poffefl'ed  of  this  manor  in  1768, 
leaving  three  daughters,  Mary  Wilhelmina,  married 
to  the  Hon.  Harry  Roper,  eldeft  fon  of  Henry  lord 
Teynham;  Anne  Gabriel,  married  firft  to  Moles 
Mendes,  efq.  and  2dly  to  the  Hon.  John  Roper,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  Henry  lord  Teynham  above  n)entIoned  ; 
and  Elizabeth  Campbell,  married  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lill, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

On  Sir  h rancis  Head’s  death  this  manor  came  to 
the  Honorable  Harry  Roper,  by  virtue  of  the  fettle- 
ment  made  by  Sir  Francis  on  his  marriage;  he  after- 
wards fucceeded  to  the  title  of  lord  Teynham,  and 
died  poffefled  of  it,  but  without  iflue,  on  which  it 
devolved,  by  the  above  fettlement,  to  his  other  two 
daughters  and  coheirs.  Soon  after  which  it  was  fold 
to  Mr.  William  Levett,  who  conveyed  it  to  Mr. 
Bonham  Hayes,  who  died  in  1794,  and  his  heirs  fold 
it  to  David  Powell,  efq.  of  London,  merchant,  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

Ingress  is  a feat,  built  on  the  bank  of  the  Thames, 
adjoining  to  the  hamlet  of  Green-hithe.  It  was  once 
accounted  a manor,  and  formerly  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Dartford,  and  was  poffefled  by  it  at  the 
fuppreflion  of  that  houfe  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
by  which  means  this  eftate,  among  their  other  poff 
feflions,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown ; at  which 
time  Robert  Meriel,  of  Swanfeombe,  hufbandman, 
had  a leale  from  the  priorefs  and  convent,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  ten  pounds,  of  their  farm,  called  Ingrefs,  late 
in  the  tenure  of  Richard  Grove,  and  all  their  chalk 
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cliffs,  called  Downe  cliffs  ; which  leafe  Martin  Meriel, 
his  Ton,  afterwards  had  renewed,  from  Edward  VI. 
in  his  5th  year.” 

The  fee  of  this  eftate  remained  in  the  crown  till 
queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  5th  year,  granted  it  to  Ed- 
ward Darbylhire  and  John  Bere,  who  not  long  after 
conveyed  it  to  Jones ; who,  in  the  latter  end  of  king 
James  I.’s  reign,  alienated  it  to  Whaley,  and  he  fet- 
tled it  on  his  kinfman,  Mr.  Thomas  Holloway,  who 
conveyed  it  to  Shires  j*  whofe  wife  Mary  furvived 
him,  and  with  her  two  fons,  Edward  and  Robert 
Shires,  efqrs.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  in  1649,  conveyed 
the  manfion-houfe,  manor,  and  farm,  called  Ingrefs, 
and  the  feveral  lands  belonging  to  it,  chalk  cliffs, 
lime-kiln,  wharf,  fait  and  frefh  mardi,  to  Capt.  Ed- 
ward Brent,  of  Southwark,  who  by  his  will,  in  1676, 
gave  this  ellate  to  Chriftian  his  wife,  for  her  life,  with 
remainder  to  Edward  Brent,  efq.  their  fon,  who  be- 
came poffe/ied  of  Ingrefs  at  his  mother’s  deceafe,  and 
relided  at  it;  and  in  the  year  1689,  conveyed  it,  with 
the  lands  belonging  to  it,  in  Swanfeombe,  among 
other  premifes,  by  way  of  mortgage,  to  John  Smith, 
<ffq.  of  Camberwell,  Surry,  who  by  his  will,  in  1698,  j 
gave  his  intereft  in  it  to  his  two  fons,  Nathaniel  and 
Jonathan  Smith,  who,  in  1710,  purchafed  the  fee  of 
this  eftate  of  the  heirs  of  Brent.  Nathaniel  and  Jo- 
nathan Smith  above  mentioned,  both  refided  here ; 
but  in  1719,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Smith  conveyed  his 
fhare  in  Ingrefs  to  his  brother-in-law,  Jonathan,  fhe- 
riff  in  1721,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Argejit,  on  afefs  ' 
vert  three  bezants,  between  three  demi  griffins  fable 4 In  | 
the  year  1737,  he  alienated  it  to  John  Carmichael,  i 
earl  of  Hyndford,  afterwards  made  a knight  of  the  ‘ 
Thiftle,  and  appointed  envoy  extraoi dinary  to  Pruffia 
and  Ruffia;  and  he,  in  the  year  1748,  alienated  In- 
greft,  with  the  grounds  belonging  to  it,  to  William 

* Augment.  Oflf.  Inrol.  » Philipott,  p.  308, 
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vlfcount  Duncannon  ; who,  in  1758,  on  his  father’s 
death,  fucceeded  him  as  earl  of  Befborongh,  in  Ire- 
land, and  baron  Ponfonby,  of  Syfonby,  in  this  king- 
dom. He  greatly  improved  this  feat  and  the  grounds 
belonging  to  it,  with  much  elegance  and  tafte,  and 
refided  here,  with  his  lady  (Carolina,  eldeft  daughter 
of  William  duke  of  Devonfhire)  and  family  till  her 
death,  which  happened  in  1760,  but  lofing  feveral 
of  his  children  here  likewife,  he  became  fo  difgufted 
with  the  place,  that  he  immediately  fold  it  to  John 
Calcraft,  efq.  late  an  agent  for  the  army,  who  pur- 
chafed  feveral  eflates,  at  different  times,  contiguous 
to  Ingrefs,  into  which  he  extended  the  plantations 
and  gardens,  which  lord  Befborough  had  begun,  and 
continued  making  fuch  additions  to  it,  that,  had  he 
lived,  Ingrefs  would,  moft  probably,  have  been  one  of 
the  greateft  ornaments  of  this  county.  He  died  in 
1772,  being  then  M.  P.  for  Rochefter,  and  devifcd 
this,  among  his  other  eftates,  to  his  eldeft  fon,  John 
Calcraft,  efq.  and  he  fold  it  in  1788,  to  John  Difney 
Roebuck,  efq.  who  refided  here,  and  died  pofTeffed 
of  it  in  1796  j and  his  fon,  Henry  Roebuck,  efq.  now 
pofleffes  it. 

CHJRITIES. 

Martin  Meriel,  of  Greenhithe,  by  his  will  in  1563,  devifed 
20s.  yearly,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  houfeand  lands,  called  Daniel’s, 
in  Swanfeombe,  to  be  applied,  i8s.  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor 
of  this  parilh,  on  Good  Friday,  and  2s.  to  the  churchwardens,  in 
confideration  of  their  pains. 

John  Bere,  gent,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  by  will, 
appointed  that  James  Vaughan  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  enfe- 
offed by  him  by  deed,  in  three  tenements  and  gardens,  fituated 
in  Greenhithe,  fliould  ftand  feifed  of  them,  for  the  pUrpofe,  that 
three  aged  poor  men  or  women  fliould  forever  be  placed  in  them, 
by  the  clergymen  and  churchwardens,  they  being  inhabitants, 
and  to  enjoy  the  fame  gratis  during  their  lives. 

Anthony  Poulter,  as  is  fuppofed,  gave  by  will,  in  1635, 
20s.  yearly,  to  be  diftributed  by  the  churchwardens  to  the  poor, 
at  Chriftmas,  which  money  is  paid  by  Mrs.  A.  Pettit,  of  Dartford. 

Lady  Swan  gave,  by  will,  in  1 721,  three  mefluages  in  Green- 
hithe, to  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers,  the  yearly  rents  of 
them,  to  be  diftributed  among  the  pooreft  inhabitants  of  this  pa- 
rifti  as  they  fhould  think  fit,  or  to  permit  fo  many  fuch  to  dwell 
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in  them  gratis^  the  fame  now  veiled  in  the  churchwardens ; a 
part  of  the  premifes  was  let  to  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Forreil,  for 
ninety-nine  years,  and  occupied  by  him  at  3I.  per  annum  ; ano- 
ther Imall  part  is  in  the  occupation  of  James  Kiiig,  at  5s.  per 
annum,  and  the  remainder  is  turned  into  a workhoufe. 

One  piece  of  land,  called  the  Poor  Acre,  and  other  lands  be- 
longing  to  B.  Hayes,  efq.  pays  il.  5s.  to  the  churchwardens,  for 
the  life  of  the  poor  of  the  pariili  yearly,  the  donor  unknown. 

SwANscoMBE  is  Within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  o( diocefe  and  of  Rocheftcr, 

This  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  confifts  of  two  ifles  and  two  chancels,  having 
a fpire  ftecple  at  the  weft  end. 

In  this  church,  among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions,  arc 
the  following.  In  the  tjle,  are  feveral  graveftones,  with  memo- 
rials, for  the  I'uckeys,  Acortes,  .Wallis’s,  and  other  inhabitants, 
of  this  parifli.  A mural  monument,  on  the  north  ille,  for  Mr. 
John  Sloman,  obt.  1706,  a;t.  21,  only  furviving  fon  of  Mr.  An- 
thony Sloman,  of  London  ; he  left  his  fortune  to  his  foie  executor, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Smith,  younger  fon  of  John  Smith,  efq.  (his  grand- 
father by  his  mother’s  fide)  by  a fecond  marriage.  In  the  great 
chancel^  a memorial  for  the  wife  of  Anthony  Weldon,  efq.  obt. 
17595  above  thefe  arms,  a cinquefoil,  on  a chief  a demi  lion. 
Another  within  the  rails,  for  the  Rev.  John  Watts,  obt.  Jan.  j2, 
1670.  A memorial  for  John  Taylor,  clerk,  B.  D.  reclor  of  this 
parifli,  obt.  Sep.  2,  1757,  aet.  60,  arms,  ermine  on  a chief  in- 
dented, three  efcallop  fliclls,  impaling  a chevron  ermine  between 
three  garles.  Another  for  Martin  Barnes,  B.  D.  reftor  of  this 
parifli,  ob.  Sep.  2 7,  1 759,  mt.  59.  On  the  fbuth  fide  a mural  mo- 
nument, with  the  figure  of  a woman  finely  executed,  and  kneel- 
ing at  a defk,  with  a book  open  before  her,  and  an  infcription 
for  dame  Ellinor  Weldon,  daughter  of  George  Wilmer,  efq.  and 
wife  of  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,  by  whom  he  had  fixfons  and  four 
daughters  living,  obt.  1622.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  rails,  a 
mural  monument,  with  a like  figure  of  a man,  kneeling  at  a delk, 
with  a book  open  before  him,  and  infcription,  for  Anthony 
Weldon,  who  died,  clerk  of  the  greencloth  to  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  brpther  of  Sir  Ralph  Weldon,  who  died  in  the  fame  office 
to  king  James  I.  himfelf  being  clerk  of  the  kitchen  both  to  queen 
Elizabeth  and  king  James  I.  who  refigned  the  fame  place  to  his 
nephew,  Anthony  Weldon,  then  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  in  the  2d 
year  of  that  king’s  reign,  obt.*  1613,  arms,  Weldon.  In  the  fouth 
chancel^  a monument  for  Elianor,  reli£l  of  Wm.  Say,  efq.  ob.  1678; 
above,  a fliield  with  three  chevrons,  impaling  Weldon.  Another 
for  Elizabeth,  relift  of  \Vm.  Hart,  efq.  obt.  1677;  above,  thefe 
aims,  a lozenge,  Hart,  impaUiig  Weldon;  another  for  Anne, 
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rellcV  of  Sir  Percival  Hart,  of  Lullingftone,  obt.  1712.  A me- 
morial, at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  chancel,  for  Thomas  Blechin- 
den,  efq.  lord  of  this  manor,  obt.  1740,  a;t.  31,  and  for  his  wi- 
dow, Mrs.  Lidia  Blechingdon,  obt.  i 743,  set.  3 i ; above  are  thefe 
arms,  quarterly,  ift  and  4th,  a fefs  nebulee  between  three  lions 
heads  erafed ; ad  and  3d,  a chevron  between  three  eagles  heads 
eraled,  impaling  a fefs  ermine  between  three  cinquefoils.  At  the 
upper  end  of  the  fouth  fide,  a ftately  monument  of  alabafter,  on 
which  are  the  figures  of  a knight  in  armour  and  his  lady,  at  large, 
refting  on  pillows,  athis  feet  a fun  cumbent,  and  at  her’s,  a daugh- 
ter; and  in  front,  under  two  tablets,  are  three  fons  and  five 
daughters,  kneeling,  in  the  drefs  of  the  age;  between  them  is  a 
delk,  with  a book  open  on  each  fide,  being  for  Sir  Ralph  Wel- 
don, erefted  by  his  wdfe,  lady  Elizabeth  Weldon  ; he  w’as  chief 
clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  queen  Elizabeth,  afterwards  clerk  comp- 
troller to  king  James,  and  died  clerk  of  the  green  cloth,  an.  1609, 
having  had  by  the  faid  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Leven  Buifkin, 
efq.  four  fons;  Anthony,  clerk  of  the  kitchen  to  king  James, 
Henry,  Lever,  and  Ralph;  and  fix  daughters.  On  another  tab- 
let, an  infcriptioii,  fhewing  that  his  grandfather,  Edw.  Weldon, 
ferved  king  Henry  VIL  and  was  mafter  of  the  houfehold  to  king 
Henry  VIII.  w'hom  likewife  Thomas  Weldon,  his  uncle,  ferved, 
and  was  cofferer  to  king  Edward  VI.  and  queen  Etiz'abeth;  An- 
thoay  Weldon,  his  father,  ferved  queen  Elizabeth,  and  died  clerk 
of  the  Greencloth;  on  the  top,  thefe  arms,  quarterly,  ill;  and 
4th,  Weldon ; ad,  ermine,  a lion  rampant,  his  tail  forked  azure, 
crowned  or;  3d,  argent,  on  a chevron  azure,  three  befarits  be- 
tween three  trefoils,  parted  per  pale  gules  and  vert;  on  tl;e  left 
fide  a fliield,  being  Weldon,  impaling  on  a bend  ermine,  three 
boars  heads  couped,  between  two  bendlets  or  ; on  the  right,  Whd- 
don,  impaling  BufFkin.  In  the  tipper  window  of  the  louth  chan- 
cel are  thefe  arms,  very  antienf,  in  coloured  glafs,  1 ft  quarterly, 
tft  and  4th,  argent,  a chevron  between  three  rooks  proper;  ad 
and  3d,  per  pale  indented,  quarterly  and  azure,  a hon  rampant 
or,  impaling  chequy  or  and  azure,  a fefsgules.J 

This  church,  informer  times,  was  much  retorted  to  by  a com- 
pany of  pilgrims,  who  came  hither  tor  St.  Hikleferdi’s  help, 
who  by  his  picture,  which  was  in  the  upper  window  oi  the  louth 
fide,  appears  to  have  been  a biftiop,  to  whom  fuch  as  were  dd- 
tratfted  came  to  be  cured  of  their  infanlty."' 

From  the  earlieft  account  of  time  it  was  eflcemed 
an  appendage  to  the  manor  ot  Swanfcombe;  al- 
though, in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  therfearofea 
difpute  between  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Mary’s, 

^ See  the  monuments  and  infcriplions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff. 
p.  1002.  * Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  53'^* 
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in  Southwark,  and  Warinede  Monchenlie,  concern-' 
ing  the  advowfon  and  right  of  prefentation  to  it;  but 
the  prior  and  convent  allowed  it  to  belong  to  Warine 
de  Monchenlie,  faving  to  the  prior  and  his  lucceflbrs, 
tlie  annual  fum  of  five  marcs  fterling,  to  be  paid  by 
the  redior  of  it.* 

The  church  continued  appendant  to  the  manor  till 
Edward  VI.  Dec.  4,  in  his  6th  year,  granted  the  ad- 
vowfon of  the  redory  of  it,  with  other  premifes,  in 
exchange,  to  Edward  lord  Clinton  and  Say,  and  Henry 
Herdfon.'’  . 

In  king  James  I.’s  reign,  the  advowfon  belonged 
to  Mr.  George  Gardiner.  In  1650,  it  was  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Betts,  who  was  likewife  redlor 
of  this  church.  It  has  been,  for  many  years  paft,  part 
of  the  pofTeffions  of  the  mafter  and  fellows  of  Sidney 
college  in  Cambridge,  the  prefent  proprietors  of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  redory  of 
Swanfeombe  was  valued  at  thirty  marcs.' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfton  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that 
Swanlcombe  was  a parfonage,  with  a houfe,  and  about 
twenty  acies  of  glebe  land,  all  worth  1 20I.  per  annum, 
mafter  Betts  enjoying  the  fame,  who  had  the  advow- 
fon."  About  which  time  there  was  a ftiit  between 
the  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  redor  of  this  parifh, 
relating  to  tithes,  which  was  determined  in  the  ex- 
chequer in  favour  of  the  latter,  of  which  there  is  a 
curious  memorandum  inferred  in  the  Regifter. 

It  is, valued  in  the  king  s books  at  2 cl.  13s.  Ad. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  ns.  qd.'  - 


* Reg.  RofF.  p.  657. 
Augmentation  Off.  Inrol- 
ments,  box  H.  2. 

' Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 


^ Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib. 
vol.  xix. 

' Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
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CHURCH  OF  SPTJNSCOMBF. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  'ivhom  prefented. 

The  King 


The  Queen. 


Majler  and  Felloxvs  of  Sidney  col- 
lege Cambridge 


} 


RECTORS. 

Edm.  de  London^  prefented  133  r> 
obt.  1332.* 

Reginald  Thomas.,  LLB.  obt. 
1494.® 

Ambrofe  Lancafer,  A.  M.  Nov. 
8,  1566.'* 

James  Iken,  A.M.  in  1627. 

Betts,  in  1650', 

William  Hopkins,  in  1661,  obt. 
1685. 

Henry  Boyce,  in  1695. 

Hope,  obt.  I 708. 

Boyce,  in  1718. 

Jojin  Taylor,  B.  D.  obt.  Sept.  1, 
1757.“ 

Martin  Barnes,  B.D.  1757,  obt. 
Sep.  27,  1759.* 

John  Laivfon,  1 760,  B,  D.  Nov. 
1779."* 

Edward  Oliver,  1781.  Prefent 
reftor. 


^ He  had  the  kJttg’s  licence  May 
18,  *331,  to  exchange  the  church  of 
Halftow,  in  Lincoln  diocefe,  with  W. 
Cres  for  this  church.  He  was  like- 
wife  archdeacon  of  Bedford,  and  pre- 
bendary of  Brightling.  Newc.  Rep. 
troJ.  ii.  p.  598. 


S He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
h Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xv.  p.  666. 
i And  vicar  of  Sutton-at-Hone. 
k / They  both  lie  buried  in  this 
1 \ church. 

tn  He  was  buried  at  Chcftlhufft,  of 
which  parilh  he  was  curate. 


SOUTHFLEET. 

ADJOINING  to  Swanfeombe  fouthward,  lies 
Southfleet,  called  in  Domefday,  Suthjieta,  and  fo 
named  to  diftinguifli  it  from  Northfleet.  It  is  called 
in  the  Sextus  Roffenfts,  Fletis  and  Fleotis,"  which  name 
it  acquired  from  its  fituation  clofe  to  the  fleet,  or  arm 
pfthe  Thames,  which  now  flows  under  Northfleet 

" Text.  RofF.  p.  190,  193. 
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bridge,  and  formerly  came  up  as  high  as  this  parifh, 
and  was  probably  then  navigable  a great  way  up. 
Thefe  parilhes  taking  their  names  from  it,  at  leaft 
Ihews  it  to  have  been  a water  of  no  fmall  confequence. 

This  parish  is  rather  an  unfrequented  place,  nor 
is  it  much  known,  there  being  no  public  thorough- 
fare or  high  road  through  it ; and  the  gentlemens’  feats 
in  it,  of  which  there  were  feveral,  having  been 
greatly  negledled,  and  luffered  to  run  to  ruin,  fome 
of  them  have  been  pulled  down,  and  the  remain- 
ing ones  being  inliabited  only  by  the  occupiers  of  the 
lands,  the  roads  in  it  have  been  likewife  neglected,  and 
there  are  none  to  it  now,  but  for  waggons  and  carts 
of  hufbandry ; otherwife  it  is  fituated  very  pleafant 
and  rural,  the  air  is  very  healthy,  and  the  lands  more 
level  and  fertile,  and  lefs  covered  with  flints,  than 
thofe  of  the  neighbouring  parillies.  The  village  is 
fituated  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  parilh;  in  the 
centre  of  it  is  a ipace  called  Hook-green,  having 
Hook-place  on  it,  now  uled  as  a farm-houfe,  and  the 
church  and  free  fchool  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  it,  and 
the  parfonage  at  a fmall  diftance  fouthward.  The 
antient  feat  of  Scadbury  Hands  at  a fmall  diftance 
northward  from  it,  being  now  converted  into  a farm 
houfe,  and  excepting  the  redor,  there  is  not  a gen- 
tleman refiding  in  the  pariQi,  though  the  farmers  in  it 
are  very  rcTpedalDle  and  opulent.  About  a mile  north- 
weft  from  the  village  is  the  hamlet  of  Betfham,  for- 
merly called  Bedefliam,  through  which  the  roads  lead 
from  Greenfted-green  to  Wingfield-bank,  where  it 
meets  the  antient  Watling-ftreet  or  Roman  highway, 
which  having  pafl'ed  through  Swanfcoinbe-park  wood, 
runs  with  the  prefent  road  along  the  northern  fide  of 
this  parifli,  tow^ards  Shinglewcll,  and  thence  on  to 
Cobham-park  and  Rochefter. 

On  the  remains  of  this  road,  about  half  a mile  weft- 
ward  of  Wingfield-bank,  near  adjoining  to  Spring- 
head, in  the  land  now  called  Barkficlds,  in  this  parilh, 

fome 
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fome  years  ago,  a ftone  was  difcovered,  which,  when 
dug  up,  was  judged  to  be  a Roman  mUliare^  or  mile 
Jlone,  It^  ftood  nearly  upright,  the  top  of  it  about  fix 
or  feyen  inches  below  the  lurface  of  the  ground,  fo 
that  it  has  been  much  furrowed  by  the  pafiing  of  the 
plough  over  it.  It  meafured  two  feet  and  a half  long, 
two  of  its  fides  were  fixteen  inches,  the  other  two  four- 
teen, "1  he  corners  of  it  were  chifelled,  but  its  faces 
were  ruftic ; on  one  fide  there  was  a crofs  or  figure  of 
tin,  deeply  cut,  which  was  undoubtedly  to  fliew  that 
it  ftood  that  diftance  from  fome  particular  ftatioUi 


Somner  and  fome  others  have  placed  the  ftation  of 
the  Romans,  called  Vagniac^,  at  Northfleet,  not 
far  diftant,  but  the  obje6lion  to  this  is,  that  the  val- 
ley between  Northfleet-hill,  leading  to  the  bridge, 
and  the  oppofite  hill  weftward  from  it,  was  at  that 
time  a broad  fleet  of  water,-  theThames  then  flowing  up 
to  nearSouthfleet,  as  it  would  now,  was  it  not  hindered 
by  the  obflrudtion  formed  by  the  main  road  and  the 
bank  along  fide  of  it ; therefore  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  to  avoid  this  water,  the  Romans  fhaped 
their  courfe  more  to  the  fouthward,  towards  South- 
fleet,  where  it  was  more  narrow,  and  where  they  had 
the  benefit  of  a fine  fpring,  which  rifes  there,  ftill 
known  by  the  name  of  Spring-head,  near  w'hich  the 
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ftone  above  mentioned  was  difcovered,  aud  a great 
number  of  their  coins,  fome  of  filver,  and  many  of 
copper,  have  at  times  been  turned  up  by  the  plough, 
one  was  of  the  emprefs  Fauftina,  very  fair,  and  among 
thefe  there  has  been  found  parched  corn,  fuch  as 
wheat,  and  other  grain.®  Dr.  Thorpe  conjectured, 
that  hereabouts  was  the  above  mentioned  ftation, 
this  fpot  anfwering  to  the  numeral  crofs  on  the  mile 
ftone,  being  about  ten  Italian  miles  from  the  Med- 
way at  Rochefter. 

Gerarde,  the  herbalift.  Teems  to  have  vifited  this 
place  very  frequently,  on  account  of  the  aptnefs  of 
the  foil  for  fimpling,  which  accounts  for  his  obferva- 
tions  being  fo  numerous  here. 

The  FOLLOWING  PLANTS  and  HERBS  he  has  ta- 
ken notice  in  his  Flerbal  as  peculiar  to  this  parifli. 

Iberis  cardamantica  feiatica  crefTes. 

Thlapfi  vulgatifhnium,  mithridaie  mufiard 
Argemone  capitulo  torulo,  lajfard  wild  poppy, 

Ophris  bifolia,  twaibladcy 
Virga  aurea,  golden  rod. 

Helleborine,  wild  white  hellebore. 

Tracl>elium  majus,  blue' Canterbury  bells ; and  Trachc- 
lium  majus  Belg.  five  giganteum,  giant  thro  a fti'ort. 
After  atticus,  Jlarwori ; and  after  Italorum,  Italian 
Jlarzvort.  ' 

Chamspitys,  ground  pine^  feveral  forts  of  ivhich  grqzv 
here  and  in  this  neighbourhood,  ■■ 

Afeyron,  St.  Peter's  zvort. 

P tar  mica,  fneeze  zvort. 

Lithorpermum  majus  and  minus,  great  and  fmall 
grqmell. 

Anagallis’,  pimpernell  of  feveral  forts. 

Veronica  femina  fuchfii  five  elatine,  the  female  fuellin\  I 
and  elatine  JJmrp  pointed fuellin. 

T ragoriganum,  goats  mar  jorum. 

Trichomanes  maf.  the  male  maiden  hair. 

• Ciiftumalc  RofF.  p.  249. 


Cannabis 
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Cannabis  fpuria  tcrtia,  [mall  bajiard  hemp^  here  and  in 
general  in  the  road  towards  Canterbury. 

Lathyrus  iTvajor  latifolius,  peas  everlajling. 
Helianthemum  Anglicum,  the  Englijh  ciJluSy  here,  and 
mojl  part  of  the  way  to  Dover. 

Colutea  minima  five  covom\\d.ythefmall€jl  bajiardfenna, 
here  and  towards  Dover. 

Rharnnus  iblutivus,  the  buckthorne. 

Sorbus,  the  fervice  tree,  in  great  plenty  here  and  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

Lautana  five  viburnum,  the  wayfaring  tree. 

Satyrium  abortinum  five  nidus  avis,  bird's  nejl. 
Rhefeda  pllnii,  Italian  rocket ; and  releda  maxima, 
cr ambling  rocket. 

Cynocrambe,  dogs  mercury. 

The  MANOR  of  SouTHFLEET,  with  the  churchy 
feems  to  have  been  given  to  the  church  and  priory  of 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  by  fome  of  the  antient 
Saxon  kings,  and  their  eftate  here  was  afterwards 
increafed  by  the  gift  of  one  Birtrick,  a rich  and 
potent  man,  who  at  that  time  refided  at  Meopham, 
and  gave,  with  the  confent  of  Alfswithe,  his  wife,  his 
land  here  and  in  other  places  to  that  church  and  pri- 
ory ; but  their  whole  property  here  was  wrefted  from 
them  in  the  troublefome  times  which  foon  afterwards 
followed,  and  they  continued  dTpolTeffed  of  their 
eftate  here  till  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  when  it 
was  reftored  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  again,  by 
the  famous  trial  of  Pinenden.  This  appears  by  a 
confirmation  of  this  manor,  among  others,  to  the 
church  of  Rochefter,  by  archbifhop  Boniface,  in 
which  it  it  mentioned,  as  having  been  the  gift  of  the 
antient  kings  of  England,  and  to  have  been  taken 
away,  and  reftored  as  above  mentioned  ; and  it  con- 
tinued part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  above  mentioned 
church  at  the  time  of  the  taking  the  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  in  the  15th  year  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  anno 

1080, 
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1080,  in  which  it  is  thus  defcribed,  under  the  gene- 
ral title  of  the  lands  of  the  bifjop  of  Rochefer. 

‘the  bijloop  of  Rochefer  holds  Sndfeta.  It  was  taxed 
at  fix  filings . the  arable  land  is  13  carucates.  In  de- 
mefne  there  is  one  car uc ate  and  2^  villeins^  with  nbie 
borderers^  having  11  carucates.  there  are  feven  fer- 
vantSy  and  20  acres  of  meadowy  zvood  for  the  pannage 
of  \Q  hogs.  It  is  now  taxed  at  five  fidings.  there  is  a 
church.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confelfor^  and 
afterivards,  it  zvas  zvorth  ii  pounds  ^ now  21  pounds  y 
and ytt  it  pays  24  pounds y and  one  ounce  of  gold. — Of 
this  manor  there  is  in  (the  lowy  of)  tunbridge  as  much 
zvood  and  land  as  is  rated  at  20  fulings. 

Gundulph,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  elefted 
to  this  fee,  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  having 
divided  the  revenues  of  his  church  between  himfelf 
and  his  convent,  allotted  this  manor,  and  the  church  1 

appendant  to  it,  to  the  fltare  of  the  monks,  for  the  j 

ufe  of  their  refe<5tor3\P 

King  Henry  I.  king  Stephen,  and  king  Henry  II. 
confirmed  Southfleet,  with  its  appendages,  to  the 
church  of  Rochefter,  and  the  monks  there,  as  did 
feveral  of  the  archbifhops  of  Canterbury,  from  time 
to  time.** 

On  bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill’s  coming  to  the  fee 
in  1185,  there  arofe  a difpute  between  him  and  the 
monks,  the  bifhop  claiming  feveral  of  the  pofleflions 
given  to  them  by  bifhop  Gundulph,  among  which  was 
the  manor  of  Southfleet,  which  he  alledged  belonged 
to  the  fee  of  Rochefter.  At  laft  the  monks  were 
obliged  to  fubmit ; but  though  he  reftored  feveral 
manors  and  churches  to  his  fee,  yet  it  appears  that  ^ 
he  left  them  in  the  quiet  poflTefiion  of  this  manor. 

In  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  bifhop 
claimed  certain  liberties,  by  the  grant  of  Henry  I,  in 

” -Ad  Vi^tvim.  See  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  r.  I 

Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  2().  Reg.  Roff.  p.  38,  44,  46.  Dugd.  ’ 
JiAf.  vol.  in.  p.  4. 


all 


SOUTHFLEET.  427 

all  his  lands  and  fees,  by  antient  cuftom,  in  the  lands 
of  the  priory  of  Frendfbury,  Stoke,  Denyftone,  Wold- 
hain,  Southfleet,  and  in  all  other  lands  belonging  to 
his  church  ; he  likewife  claimed  gallows,  affize  of 
bread  and  ale,  tumbrell,  pillory,  chattels  of  fugitive 
and  condemned  perfons,  with  year  and  wafte  of  thofe 
lands,  and  all  amerciaments  of  the  tenants  of  his 
church,  all  which  were  allowed  him  by  the  jury/ 

In  the  2 ift  year  of  king  Edward  I.  upon  a war- 
ranto^ the  prior  of  Rochefter  claimed  that  he  and ‘■his 
predeceffors  had,  inWoldham,  Stokes,  Frendfbury, 
Denington,  and  Southfleet,  view  of  frank  pledge,  and 
a fair  in  Southfleet,  from  the  time  beyond  memory, 
and  that  thefe  liberties  had  been  ufed  without  inter 
ruption;  all  which  were  allowed  by  the  jury. 

And  as  to  free  warren,  he  claimed  it  by  the  grant 
of  king  Henry  I.  and  faid,  that  he  and  his  prede- 
ceffors  had  ufed  it  in  all  diefe  parilhes,  from  the  .time 
of  that  grant ; but  the  jury  found  to  the  contrary, 
therefore  it  was  adjudged,  that  they  fliould  remain 
without  that  liberty/ 

Two  years  afterwards,  king  Edward,  in  his  23d 
year,  granted  to  the  prior  and  convent  free  warren  in 
all  their  demefne  lands  of  Southfleet,  Frindfbury, 
Darent,  Woldham,  and  Stokes,  fo  that  no  one  fliould 
enter  thofe  lands  to  hunt  in  them,  or  to  take  any 
thing  which  belonged  to  warren,  without  the  leave  of 
the  prior  and  convent,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  to  the 
king  the  fum  of  ten  pounds/  On  a ^10  warranto^ 
anno  6 king  Edward  II.  bifhop  Thomas  de  Woldham 
claimed,  and  was  allowed  the  before  mentioned  li- 
berties in  this  manor,"  belonging  to  the  prior  of  Ro- 

^ Reg.  RofF.  p.  86.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 

’ Dewarren natae.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  iio. 

' Ibid.  p.  388. 

“ Ibid,  p.  86.  See  the  cuftoms  of  this  manor  in  Ciiftnmale 
RofF.  p.  I. 
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chefter,  which  were  confirmed  by  infpeximus  in  the 
30th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 

In  a taxation  of  the  manors,  &c.  of  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  anno  13  king  Edward  I.  the 
manor  of  Southfleet  was  valued  at  16I.  12s.  per  ann. 

In  the  3 th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  it  was  worth 
as  appeared  by  the  account  of  William  Frefifell,  the 
prior,  in  the  whole  40I.  19s.  4d. 

At  the  fuppreflion  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  this 
manor  came,  among  the  reft  of  its  pofleffions,  into 
the^  king’s  hands,  who,  two  years  after,  fettled  it  on 
his  new  erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where 
it  did  not  ftay  long,  for  he  required  it  from  them 
again  foon  afterwards,  by  way  of  exchange ; in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  dean  and  chapter,  in  the  36th 
of  that  reign,  granted  it  to  him,  with  all  its  rights'  < 
and  appurtenances,  and  had  in  lieu  of  it  a grant  of  ' 
the  redory  impropriate  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  ; 
of  Shorne,  in  this  county.'^  By  which  means  the  ori- 
ginal tenth,  payable  by  the  dean  and  chapter,  on 
their  foundation,  to  the  king,  being  113I.  was  ad-' 
vanced  for,  as  Shorne  was  efteemed  worth  9I.  6s. 
more  than  Southfleet,  that  fum  was  added  to  it,  and 
they  now  pay  125I.  6s. 

The  next  year  the  king  granted  the  manor  of  South- 
fleet,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  Sir  William  Petre, 
to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.*  Sir  William 
Petre  was  a man  of  great  eminence  in  his  time,  of  ap- 
proved wifdom,  and  exquifite  learning.  He  was  firft 
taken  notice  of  by  king  Henry  VIII.  as  a man  fit  for 
his  purpofe,  in  managing  the  diflblution  of  the  reli-  j 
gious  houfes,  and  was  put  into  the  commiflion  by  • 
Thomas  Cromwell,  the  vifitor-general,  m order  to  ga- 
ther matter  fuflicient  to  found  their  ruin  on  ; in  which 
bufinefs  he  behaved  fo  W'ell  to  the  king’s  liking,  that  • 
he  ever  after  employed  him  in  ftate  affairs,  and  made 

See  Tan.  Mon.  p.  203.  * Rot.  Efch.  pt.  2. 
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him  chief  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  of  his  privy  council. 
Sir  William  knew  fo  well  how  to  accommodate  him- 
felf  to  the  humour  even  of  thole  fickle  times,  that  he 
found  means  to  continue  in  favour,  and  in  his  office 
of  fecretary,  during  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  VI. 
queen  Mary,  and  queen  Elizabeth,  But  in  queen 
Mary’s  reign,  difeerning  that  the  reftoring  the  Ro- 
man religion  would  deprive  him  of  thofe  vaft  grants 
of  abbey  lands,  which'  he  had  fo  induftrioully  acquired, 
he  got  a fpecial  difpenfation  from  the  pope  for  retain- 
ing them  j affirming, , that  he  was  ready  to  employ 
them  to  Ipiritual  ules.  His  only  fon  John,  by  his 
fecond  wife,  in  the  ifl  year  of  king  James  I.  was 
made  lord  Petre  of  Writtle,  in  EfTex.’^  "Sir  William 
Petre  fold  this  manor  the  fame  year  in  which  it  w'as 
granted  to  him  to  William  Gerrard,  or  Garret,  as 
fbme  called  him,  citizen  and  haberdafher  of  London, 
and  afterwards  knighte'd,  and  lord-mayor  in  1553;’’' 
who  was  the  fon  of  John  Gerrard,  alias  Garret,  of 
Sittingborne,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent  on  afefsy 
Jable^  a lion  pajjant  of  the  field.  He  died  in  the  14th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  w’as  fucceeded  here  by 
his  fon  and  heir,  William  Gerrard,  who  was  after- 
wards knighted.  He  died  in  the  2 2d  year  of  that 
reign.  His  fon.  Sir  John  Gerrard,  lord-mayor  in 
lAoi,  palled  it  away  to  Sir  William  Sedley,  of  the 
Friars,  in  Aylesford,^*  created  a baronet  on  May  22, 

1 61 1.  From  him  it  defeended  down  to  his  grand- 
lon,  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  fo  much  noted  for  his 
wit  and  gallantry;  who  by  Catharine,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  John  earl  Rivers,  left  one  only  daugh- 
ter, Catherine,  created  by  king  James  II.  in  his  firfl 
year,  countefs  of.Dorchefter  and  baronefs  of  Darlins- 

Collins’s'  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p-  584.  Camb.  Brit,  in  Eflex;  and 
Hollinflied’s  Chron.  See  his  Life,  in  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  {;34o. 

' * Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  153.  Ib.  book  ii.  p."  1 75, 

* Philipott,  p.  329. 
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ton  for  life.'*  Sir  Charles  died  in  1701,  on  which  the 
tide  became  extind,  and  this  eftate  came  by  fettle- 
ment  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  of  St.  Giles’s,  w'ho  was, 
next  year,  created  a baronet,  and  refided  at  Scad- 
bury,  now  called  Scorbury,  the  antient  feat  in  this 
parilh  belonging  to  this  family.  This  branch  of  the 
family  bore  for  their  arms,  quarterly  five  coats,  i.  Sed- 
ley, azure,  a fefs  zvavy  argent,  betiveen  three  goats  heads 
erajed  of  thefecond\  2.  Jenks-,  3.  Grove-,  A^.Darell-, 
and  5.  Savile. 

The  family  of  Sedley  waspoflefied  of  Scadbury  fo 
high  as  the  year  1 337,  as  appeared  by  a pannel  of 
wainfcot  in  the  dining  room  of  this  houfe  ; on  which 
there  was  carved  the  arms  of  the  Sedleys,  Jfefs  zvavy 
hetiveen  three  goats  heads  erafed,  and  underneath  the 
letters,  W.S.  and  the  above  mentioned  date.'  John 
Sedley  was  of  Scadbury  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
and  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  exchequer  to  that 
prince.  He  died  in  1500,  and  left  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Roger  Jenkes,  of  Lon- 
don, two  fons ; William,  of  whom  hereafter;  and 
Martin  Sedley,  who  was  of  Morley,  in  Norfolk,  from 
whom  defcended  the  Sedleys  of  that  county. 

William  Sedley,  the  eldefl  fon,  was  of  Scadbury. 
He  was  (lieriff  of  this  county  in  the  ift  year  of  king 
Edward  VI.  and  married  Anne,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Roger  Grove,  of  London,  by  whom  he  left  three 
fons  and  two  daughters;  of  the  former,  John,  the 
eldeft,  was  of  Scadbury,  of  whom  hereafter ; Robert 
was  the  fecond  fon  ; and  Nicholas,  the  third  fon,  left 
one  fon,  Ifaac  Sedley,  bart.  of  Great  Chart,  the  father 
of  Sir  John  Sedley,  bart.  of  St.  Clere’s,  in  Ightham. 

**  Vifit.  CO.  Kent,  anno  1619,  with  additions.  Kimber’s  Baron- 
etage, vol.  iii.  p.  2.  et  feq.  See  his  life,  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  3603, 
■ 3661,  et  feq.  ' Philipott,  p,  330, 


John 


■J- 

0^ 


« 


4^ 

*( 


^ - 


pyy  ■ ■ 


J: 


• j 


N • 
L;  ,A'’: 


\ " 


V. 


/B6I^  Ju  k>t  ^ P' 


yLxAr  tty  ^ ' \A^  ' 


jy^  ^ 


//C  - -- 
Ocyt  /A  - _ 


A 

- - // 

. cP 


r~f 

oCcy>x^i^ 

tci.CC- 


'>.  /. 


^7 


iJ 


/‘^ 


, ]/  7' 


^.A  t: 


/ 


/ , 

/.;  /,■ . ^ 


■ V 

/ ' 


- I ^ ^ 

. ■ -r<  ,)* 


/ 

' ^ r 


f • , I 

V T'r'  .-  ^ 


/ 


Icf  's^  t^X  1}  f 


Ike  "ft  ^ ^ v' 


7 ' 


^ ^ 7. 

. /.  Z, 
/V/^e7 /Tt  - ^ , ^’. 


/.  o. 


5'- 


U 


A^’- 


i. 


/ 


/,  ;•  7' - / . ^ cn  i 

Cc  r - > t o 


tft  , 


n,. 


'/,■  /. 


9 .'  ; I /, 


(i-  ^ 


V IV 


/V€ 


► - 


7 


I 


X,‘ 


A’  O /<W^  f-* 


V , ^<r7i  ^ t Kt  <v  <j  i 


SOUTHFLEET.  43 1 

John  Sedley,  of  Scadbury,  eldeft  fon  of  William,  was 
Iherift'in  the  8th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  having 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  John  Culpeper,  efq.  ot 
Aylesford,  died  in  1581,  leaving  three  fons ; of  whom 
William  was  of  Aylesford,  and  was  created  a baronet 
in  1611,  as  has  been  lx;fore  mentioned  in  the  account 
of  him  and  his  defcendants.  John  died,/,  p.^  and 
Richard  was  of  Southfleet,  and  afterwards  of  Digonf- 
well,  in  Elertfordlhire.  By  an  ordinary  of  arms,  be- 
longing to  the  gentry  of  this  county,  in  1595,  the 
arms  of  Sedley,  of  Southfleet  are  given,  Per  pale  azure 
and  fable,  a fefs  chequy  argent  and  gules,  between  three, 
^oats  beads  erafed  argent,  attired  or-,  which,  1 ihould 
"imagine  were  thofe  of  this  Richard  Sedley,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Dareil  efq.  of  Cale- 
hill,  by  whom  he  had  William  Sedley,  efq.  who  died 
in  1658,  leaving  by  his  fecond  wife,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Honywood,  of  Charing,  a fon,  named 
Charles,  who  was  knighted  in  1688,  and  died  in  1701.' 
His  fon  Charles,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Sedley, 
bart.  of  Aylesford  and  Southfleet,  became  poffefled 
both  of  the  manor  of  Southfleet  and  the  ancient  fa- 
mily feat  of  Scadbury,  and  was  created  a baronet  on 
July  10,  1702,  being  the  ift  year  of  queen  Anne. 
He  died  in  1727,  leaving  by  Frances  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Richard  Newdigate,  bart.  one  fon,  Charles, 
and  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  in  1739,  to  Sir 
Robert  Burdet,  bart.  of  Bramcote,  in  Warwkkfliire.^ 

Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  the  fon,  married  in  1718, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Frith,  efq.  by  whom 
he  became  poirefTed  of  the  eftate  and  ieat  at  Nuthall, 
in  Nottinghamlhire,  where  this  family  afterwards  re- 
fided.  He  died  in  1730,  leaving  Sir  Charles  Sedley, 
bart.  of  Nuthall,  his  only  fon  and  heir,  who  fome 

0 Vifit.  CO.  Kent,  an.  161.9.  ' Kimber’s  Bar.  vol.  iii.  p.  4, 

® Le  Neve’s  Monaft.  Ang.  et  feq. 
vol.  iii.  p.  33. 
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few  years  ago  exchanged  the  manor  of  Southfleet, 
Scadbury,  and  the  eftates  belonging  to  them,  for 
other  lands,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Sanderfon, 
of  Hafemere,  in  Surry;  and  his  daughter,  Mary 
vVnne,  is  rlic  prefent  polieflor  of  them. 

Among  I he  antient  contributory  lands,  towards  the 
repair  of  Rochefter  bridge,  is  this  manor ; the  owner 
ot  which,  as  well  as  thole  of  Hailing,  Trottefelive, 
Mailing,  Stone,  Pinenden,  and  Fawkham,  and  like- 
>^ife  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  are  bound,  when  ne- 
ceffity  requires,  to  repair  the  third  pier  of  that  bridge.' 

Pole  or  Pool,  is  a manor  here,  which  was  anti- 
ently  eftimated  at  one  fuling  or  plough-land.  It  for- 
merly was  the  inheritance  of  a family,  called  Berefe; 
one  of  whom,  Richard  de  Berefe,  gave  the  tithes  of 
his  lands’’  in  Southfleet  to  the  church  of  Rochefter ; 
and  they  were  allotted,  by  bifliop  Gundulph,  to  the 
fhare  of  the  monks  of  his  priory.  It  afterwards  gave 
name  to' a family  who  were  pofleflbrs  of  it ; and  it 
appears  by  the  book  of  Knights  Fees,  taken  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  and  now  remaining  in  the 
exchequer,  that  Sarah  de  Pole  was  owner  of  it  in  that 
reign,  holding  it  in  dower,  as  two  parts  of  a knight’s 
fee,  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  this  manor  was  part  of  the  poflTeflions  of 
Sir  John,  fon  of  Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  the 
eldeft  branch  of  that  noble  family ; who,  in  the  17th 
year  of  that  reign,  obtained  a charter  for  free  warren 
within  this  his  lordlhip  of  Pole  among  others.^  la 
the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  he  paid  aid  for  it,  as  two 
parts  of  a knight’s  fee,  which  Sarah  de  Pole  before 
held  in  Southfleet  of  the  bifliop^  of  Rochefter.  Sir 
John  de  Cobham  died,  full  of  years,  in  the  9th  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  being  then  pofTefTed  of  this  manor,’' 

* Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  416,  421. 

Cuftumale  RofF.  p.  12.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  47. 

‘ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  66. 

^ Rot.  Efch.  No.  10.  Dugd.  Bar,  vol.  ii.  p.  66,  67. 
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kaving  Joane  his  grand  daughter  his  next  heir,  the 
wife  of  Sir  Nicholas  Hawberk.  She  afterwards  mar- 
ried Sir  John  Oldcaftle,  who,  on  that  account,  aflu- 
med  the  title  of  'lord  Cobham,  and  died  potreffed  of 
this  manor  in  the  5th  year  of  king  Henry  VI. * though 
file  is  faid  to  have  had  five  hufbands ; one  of  whom, 
John  Harpden,  died  poflefled  of  Pole  in  his  wife’s 
right,  in  the  12th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  yet  llie  had 
iflue  only  by  her  fecond  hufband.  Sir  Reginald,  fe- 
: cond  fon  of  Sir  Gerard  Braybrooke,  one  foie  daughter 
jand  heir,  named  Joane,  who  became  the  wife  ot  Sir 
Thomas  Brooke,  of  Somerfetlliire,  who  was,  in  his 
! wife’s  right,  lord  Cobham,  though  he  never  received 
; fummons  to  parliament.  He  had  by  her  a numerous 
' offspring,  and  died  anno  17  king  Henry  VI.'"  poffeffed 
of  this  manor,  which  defcended  from  him  to  his  great 
grandfon.  Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  who 
gave  it  in  marriage  with  his  third  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
i to  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  of  Allington-caftle ; who,  in 
i the  32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  exchanged  it,  to- 
i gether  with  all  his  other  lands  in  .Southfleet,  with 
i that  king,  for  the  mo.naflery  of  Boxley  and  other 
i premifes  j after  which  it  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown  till  queen  Mary,  in  her  2d  year,  through 
her  bounty,  granted  it  to  the  lady  Jane,  the  widow 
I of  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  who  had  been  the  year  before^ 
attainted  and  executed  for  high  treafon,  to  hold  m 
capite  by  knight’s  fervice."  Their  fon,  George  Wyat, 

I was  of  Boxley-abbey,  and  was  reflored  in  blood  in 
the  13th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  by  adt  of  parlia- 
ment. On  his  death,  in  1624,  this  manor  defcended 
to  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Francis  \Vyat,  of  Boxley-abbey, 
who  died  in  1644,  leaving  Henry  his  fuccefforin  this 
manor ; and  Edwin,  afterwards  made  a fergeant-at- 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  . , 

Rot.  Efch.  His  fon  Edward  died  felfed  of  it  anno  4 king 

Edward  IV.  " Rot  Efch-  No.  4.  pt.  6. 
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law  j and  Elizabeth,  married  to  Thomas  Bofviie,  efq. 
of  L.ittle  Mote,  in  Eynsford. 

Henry  Wyat,  the  eldeft  Ion,  was  of  Boxley-abbey, 
and  poliefled  Pole  manor.  He  left  by  Jane  his  wife, 
an  only  daughter,  Frances,  who  married  Sir  Thomas 
Selyard,  bart.  and  he,  in  her  right,  took  poffeffion  of 
it ; but  her  father’s  brother,  Mr.  Sergeant  Wyat,  above 
mentioned,  claimed,  and  foon  afterwards  recovered  at 
law,  the  whole  of  the  manor  itfelf,  with  a moiety  of  the 
farm  and  demefne  lands,  as  his  right. 

Sir  Thomas  Selyard  died  poflefl'ed  of  the  farm  and 
demefne  lands,  after  which  the  lady  Selyard,  his  widow, 
palled  it  away  by  fale  to  Filher,  by  a female  heir,  of 
which  name  it  is  now  by  marriage  become  the  property 
of  Mr.  John  Colyer,  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  manor,  with  the  other  moiety  of  the  farm 
and  demefne  lands,  poflefled  by  Mr.  Sergeant  Wyat, 
after  his  death  continued  fome  years  in  his  family, 
till,  by  the  death  of  the  lafl  of  that  name,  it  became 
vefled  in  Robert  Marfham,  lord  Romney,  great  grand 
fon  of  Elizabeth,  fifter  of  Mr.  Sergeant  W yat,  who 
married  Thomas  Bofviie,  efq.  above  mentioned,  and 
his  fon,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney,  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  TITHES  of  this  place  were  given  to  the  church 
of  Rochefter  by  the  owner  of  it,  Richard  de  Berefe, 
as  above  mentioned,  and  were,  by  bifliop  Gundulph, 
who  came  to  the  fee  in  1076,  allotted  to  the  fhare  of 
the  priory  there ; which  donation,  bifliop  Henry  de 
Sandford,inthe  reign  ofHenry  111. bifhop  John  Ruffel, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  and  others,  confirmed. 

William,  prior  of  Rochefter,  and  the  convent  of 
the  fame  place,  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  let 
to  ferm  to  William  Waltham,  reftor  of  Suuthfleet, 
thefe  tithes,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  8s.  4d.'’  This  por- 
tion of  tithes  continued  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the 

**  Regr  Roff.  p.-  58,  1 1 7,  1 38,  607. 

priory 
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priory  of  Rochefter,  till  the  diflblution  of  it  In  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  being  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands,  It  was  fettled  by  him  in  the  33d  year  of 
his  reign,  on  his  new-eredted  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
chefter, whofe  inheritance  it  ftill  remains,  the  pre- 
fent  leflee  being  the  right  honourable  Charles  lord 
Romney. 

Hook-place  is  a feat  in  Southfleet,  which  was  for 
Ibme  centuries  the  feat  of  a family  named  Swan,  who, 
as  early  as  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  wrote  theni- 
felves  gentlemetiy  as  appears  by  their  own  deeds.  Sir 
William  Swan  poflefted  it  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
and  dying  in  1612  lies  buried  in  this  church,  as  does 
Hefter  lady  Swan,  his  mother,  who  died  the  begin- 
ning of  that  year,  his  grandfon  Sir  William  Swan  wp 
likewife  of  Hook-place,  and  was  created  a baronet  in 
1 666.  He  left  Sir  William  Swan,  bart.  who  conveyed 
this  feat,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  to  Harring- 
ton, who  bore  for  his  arms,  fable  fretty,  or , femee  of 
fieurs  de  Ih  gules ^ and  Aaron  Harrington,  elq.  died  pof- 
fcfled  of  it  in  i739>  buried  in  this  church,  as 

does  Sarah  his  fitter,  who  married  Mr.  Samuel  Ru^I, 
by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  who,  as  devifee 
under  her  uncle  Harrington’s  will,  carried  it  in  rnar- 
riage  to  Jofeph  Brooke,  efq.  late  recorder  of  Ro- 
chefter, who  by  his  will  devifed  it,  after  his  wife  s de- 
ceafe,  to  the  reverend  John  Kenward  Shaw,  now  of 
Town-Mailing,  who  has  taken  the  name  of  Brooke, 
and  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 


CHARITIES. 

Sir  John  Sedlev,  bart.  gave  by  will  in  163^ 

;ool.  to  found  a free  fchool  for  the  ufe  of  this  parift,  ^hi^h  nio- 

ley  is  veiled  in  the  reAor  and  .C 

’ABETH  Sedley,  his  daughter,  gave  by  will  in  1639,  the  lum 
if  400I.  to  maintain  the  fchool,  charged  on  the  manor  farm, 
refted  in  the  fame,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  20I. 

Sir  Charles,’  fon  of  Sir  John  Sedley  before-mentioned, 

vas  likewife  a benefador  to  this  fchool. 

F f a 


Robert 


436  AXSTANfi  HUNDRED. 

Robert  Marshall  gave  by  will  an  annuity  of  4I.  for  fi)e 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  this  parifli,  charged  on  land  velted  in  the 
ininifier  and  churchwardens,  and  of  the  above  annual  product. 

This  parifli  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic-- 
T I ON  of  the  diocefe  and  deanryoi  R ocheftcr.  T he  church, 
which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas,  is  fpacious,  confiding 
of  three  ifles  and  a chancel,  it  contains  foine  curious  brafs 
plates,  nionuments,  and  remains  of  fine  painted  glafs,  in 
the  windows,  particularly  in  the  great  ead  window,  which 
is  very  full,  and  there  were  fome  figures  of  bifliops  in 
the  windows  of  the  north  ide,  but  they  have  been  lately 
dedroyed.  In  the  chancel  there  is  an  antient  tomb  or 
done  coffin,  with  a crofs  on  it,  and  at  the  fides  fix  an- 
tient dalls  ,for  the  ufe  of  the  monks  of  Rocheder, 
when  they  vifited  this  place,  and  for  the  clergy  in  ge- 
neral, who  for  didindtion  fake  always  fat  in  the  chancel. 
The  pavement  before  the  altar,  till  lately,  was  laid  with 
fmall  red  tiles,  ornamented  with  yellow,  on  them  w'ere' 
thefe  arms,  ivithin  a bordure  ingr ailed  7 mafcles  3 , 3 and  i , 
two  fejj'es  in  chief  3 bezants^  and  old  France  and  Eng- 
land quarterly.  Thefe  tiles  have  lately  been  removed 
and  replaced  with  plain  red  ones.  The  whole  chancel 
was  repaired  and  beautified  in  1768  by  the  thenredtor. 
The  fouth  chancel  belonged  to  the  Sedleys  The  font 
is  curious,  being  an  odtagon  ornamented  with  carve 
work  in  each  compartment.*’  The  tower  is  at  the  wed 
end,  in  which  is  a good  peal  of  fix  bells. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptlons  in  this  church  are 
the  following  : — In  the  chancel,  a grave-ftone,  with  the  figures  of 
a man  and  w’oman,  and  infcription  for  John  Urban,  efq.  \vho  died 
in  1420,  and  Joane  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Refkymmer, 
of  Cornwall.  Another,  with  the  figure  of  a man,  and  infcription 
for  John  Tubney,  reftor  of  this  church,  archdeacon  of  St.  Afaph, 
and  chaplain  of  John  Lowe,  bifliop  of  Rocheder.  In  the  fouth 
ijle,  a done,  with  an  infcription  in  brafs,  for  Joane  Urban  before- 
mentioned,  with  her  little  ones,  die  died  in  1414;  on  an  altar 
monument,  ead  of  the  former,  are  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman 
with  two  labels  from  their  mouths,  and  likewife  of  three  Tons  and 

p Sep  a defcriptlon  of  this  font,  and  an  engraving  of  It  in  Cuft.  RofF.  p.  113. 

two 
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two  daughters,  and  round  the  verge  of  the  Hone  an  infcription, 
all  in  brals,  for  John  Sedley,  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  exche- 
quer, and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  he  died  in  1500;  on  the  fame  mo- 
nument a brafs  plate  and  infcription  for  John  Sedley,  efq.  of 
Southfieet,  and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Colepeper,  efq. 
of  Aylesford,  he  died  in  1581.  On  the  fouth  wall  is  a large  and 
beautiful  monument,  with  the  figure  of  a man,  lying  at  full  length 
in  armour,  and  an  infcription  for  John  Sedley,  efq.  obt.  1605, 
aet.  44.  Sir  William  Sedley,  knight  and  baronet,  eredfed  it ; on  it 
his  arms,  azure  a fefs  wavy  between  three  goats  heads  erafed  ar- 
gent, a crefcent  for  difference,  and  two  other  Ihields  with  im- 
palements, and  above  his  banners,  creft,  &c.  a memorial,  with 
the  figure  of  a man,  and  infcription  in  brafs  for  Thomas  Cowell. 
In  the  north  ijle^  a memorial  for  Elefter  lady  Swan,  obt.  1712,  and 
for  Sir  William  Swan,  bart.  her  fon,  who  died  a few  weeks  after 
her  in  the  fame  year,  arms,  azure  a chevron  ermine  between  three 
fwans  proper,  with  the  arms  of  Ulfter  impaling  argent  a fefs  in- 
grailed  between  three  griffins  heads,  couped  fable.  A memorial 
for  Cecilie  lady  Peyton,  on  a brals  plate,  fixed  to  the  fouth  wall 
of  the  belfry,  is  an  infcription,  fliewing  that  mafter  John  Swan, 
William  Swan,  and  Richard  Swan,  his  brothers,  and  mafter  Tho- 
mas and  William  Swan,  his  grand-children,  gave  the  biggeft  bell 
to  this  church.'’ 

This  church,  being  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of 
Southfieet,  was  given  with  it  to  the  church  of  Rochefter, 
and  by  bifhop  Gundulph  to  the  priory  there,  as  has 
been  already  mentioned  ; with  whom  it  ftayed  till  the 
time  of  bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill ; who,  on  the  com- 
promife  of  the  quarrel  between  him  and  them,  con- 
cerning the  manors  and  churches,  which  bifiiop  Gun- 
dulph had  given  them,  decreed,  that  whenever  any  of 
the  churches  (excepting  Wilmington  and  Sutton-at- 
Hone)  belonging  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  and 
within  the  bounds  of  that  bilhopric,  lliould  become 
vacant,  the  bilhop,  without  alking  their  confent,  of 
his  own  proper  authority,  fhould  freely  inftitute  a par- 
fon  to  them ; faving,  neverthelefs,  to  the  monks  the 
penfions  ufually  payable  to  them.  By  which  decree, 
this  church  again  returned  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter  j part 
of  the  polfelTions  of  which  it  remains  at  this  time. 

**  See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  at  large  in  Reg.  Rolf. 

P-  757- 
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Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1091,  granted, 
with  the  aifent  of  archbilhop  Anfelm,  to  the  monks  of 
St.  Andrew’s,  that  they  fliould  have  and  ^ retain  the 
tythes,  arlfing  as  well  from  the  food  of  their  cattle,  as 
from  their  agriculture  within  their  manors,  fituated 
within  his  diocefe ; viz.  in  Frendefbury,  Denton,  and 
Southfleet,  and  in  others,  to  the  ufe  of  their  refedlory. 
Which  was  confirmed  by  archbilhop  Theobald,  Ralph, 
prior,  and  the  convent  of  Canterbury;  by  Walter  and 
Gilbert,  bifhops  of  Rochefter,  and  others. 

Henry,  bifhpp  of  Rochefter,  confirmed  to  them  the 
fmall  tythes,  together  with  the  other  tythes,  arifing 
from  their  manors  and  demefnes  within  his  diocefe ; in 
Frendefbury,  Southfleet,  and  in  their  other  manors, 
according  to  former  cuftom  before  his  time  ; all  which 
was  confirmed  by  Richard,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in 
1280  ; who  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  inftance  of  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  made  a folemn  inqui- 
fition,  in  an  affembly  of  both  clergy  and  people  of  the 
neighbourhood,  whom  he  had  called  together ; that 
by  them  he  might  be  more  fully  certified  concerning 
the  retention  of  the  above  tythes,  and  in  what  manner 
the  monks  ufed  to  retain  tythes  in  their  manors,  and  in 
what  manner  they  ufed  to  impart  them  to  the  parifh 
churches.  Thefe  perfons, being  fworn  to  the  truth, de- 
pofed,  that  in  the  manor  of  Southfleet,  the  parifh  church 
took,  in  the  name  of  tythe,  the  fixteenth  fheaf  of  wheat 
and  rye,  and  the  fifteenth  fheaf  of  barley,  oats,  and  peas, 
with  vetches  only ; but  of  the  fmall  tythes,  nor  of  the  mills 
and  hay,  in  this  as  well  as  the  reft  of  their  faid  manors, 
the  parifh  church  did  not,  nor  ever  ufed  to  take  any 
thing.  And  he  decreed,  that  the  parifh  church  fhould 
be  content  with  the  faid  fixteenth  fheaf  of  wheat  and 
rye,  and  the  faid  fifteenth  fheaf  of  barley,  oats,  and 
peas,  together  with  vetches  only  ; and  that  the  monks 
fhould  have  and  retain  for  ever,  all  other  tythes,  both 
great  and  fmall,  by  whatever  names  they  were  called, 
in  all  their  manors  and  places  within  his  diocefe,  the 
tythes  of  fheaves,  &c.  in  each  of  the  fame,  as  particu- 
larly 
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}arly  mentioned  In  his  inftrument,  only  excepted.  All 
which  were  confirmed  to  them  (as  well  as  the  former 
grants  of  the  bilhops  Walter,  Gilbert,  and  Henry) 
by  John,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  by  his  letters  of 
irijpexinms  in  the  year  1281. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  thirty  marcs/  It  was  returned  by  the  com- 
mijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value  of  livings  in  1650,  if- 
fuing  out  of  chancery,  that  Southfleet  was  a parfonage, 
having  a houfe  and  five  acres  of  land,  worth  160I.  per 
annum ; Mr.  Richard  Simons  enjoying  the  fame,  a 
fequeftration  of  matter  Elizeus  Burgis,^  archdeacon  of 
Rochetter.® 

The  parfonage  houfe  is  one  of  the  mott  antlent  edi- 
fices of  the  kind  in  the  diocefe.  It  is  built  of  ftone, 
the  windows  large  with  pointed  arches,  and  ttone  mu- 
nions,  much  refembling  thole  of  a church.  The  porch 
is  with  a ttrong  arch,  and  the  whole  has  a mott  venerable 
and  ecclefiattical  appearance,  and  had  much  more  fo 
till  the  front  of  it  was  lately  plaittered  over  and  whitev 
walked,  and  the  gothic  windows  altered  and  faftied, 
which  has  taken  much  from  the  antient  beauty  of  it. 
Some  of  the  windows  on  the  fouth  fide  next  the  yard 
ftill  retain  their  old  form.' 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  31I.  15s.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  3I.  3s.  fid,** 

Plenty  Stace,  in  1442,  gave  a tenement  and  four 
acres  of  land  to  the  churchwardens  for  the  ufe  of  this 
church  for  ever. 

CHURCH  OF  SOUTHFLEET. 


RECTORS. 

William  Warde^  1425-'^ 
William  Waltham j 1428/ 


» Stev.  Mou.  vol.  j.  p>  45^' 

, * Pari.  Surveys,  Lambcih-library, 
vol.  xix. 

* Cuft.  RofT.  p.  ?48  is  an  engraving 
this  houte  in  its  former  ftaie. 
u Eft.  Thcf,  p.  38$. 
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w He  was  alfo  remembrancer  of  the 
king’s  exchequer.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  571. 
See  more  of  the  names  of  the  antient 
rtftors  in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  i6o,  laS,  434, 
31,  and  5 28. 

1*  Reg,  R off.  p.  607, 
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PATRONS,  ^C. 
Bi/nofi  of  Rochefer  


He  lies  buried  in  this  church.  He 
was  chaplain  to  bifhop  Lowe,  and  arch- 
deacon ofSt.Afaph.  Reg.  Rofl.  p.  510. 
* See  Cuftum  RofF,  p.  236. 
a A difpenfarion  paffed  June  17, 
1628,  for  his  holding  St.  Nicholas, 
Rochefter,  with  this  reftory.  Rym, 
Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  56. 


VICARS. 

Laurence  Horewode^  in  1441,’ 
folin  Tubney^  June  10,  I453» 
obt.  1457.“ 

Thomas  Canihur,  May  10,  1437* 
Elizeus  Burgisj  S.T.  P.  in  1628 
and  1650.’ 

Daniel  Hill,  in  1720. 
miliarn  Geekie,  S.  T.  P.  July 
1 729,  obt.  1 767.'’ 
foltn  Darby,  176/,  obt.  0£t.  6, 
1778.C 

Thomas  Bagfiaw,  A.  M.  I77®> 
obt.  1788.^ 

Peter  Rajhletgh,  A.  M.  1788,  the 
prefent  reftor.  . 

b He  was  alfo  prebendary  of  Can- 
terbury, archdeacon  of  Gloucefter, 
and  reftor  of  Woodchurch. 

c He  refigned  Norton  on  being  pre* 
fented  to  this  redfory.  He  was  one  of 
the  fix  preachers  of  Canterbury  cathe^ 
dral,  and  was  buried  at  Bromley. 

d And  curate  of  Bromley,  where  he 
lies  buried. 


L O N G F I E L D. 

THE  next  parifh  fouthward  is  Longfield,  called  in 
old  writings  Langefeld^znA  in  Domefday  Langafel. 

Longfield  is  a fmall  parifh,  long  and  narrow; 
there  is  no  coppice  wood  in  it,  excepting  lhaves 
round  the  fields ; the  land  in  it  is  but  poor,  being  very- 
hilly  ; the  furface  is  moftly  chalk,  and  much  covered 
with  flint  ftones.  It  is  an  obfeure  place,  the  road 
from  Green-ftreet-green  to  Trofley-hill  goes  through 
it,  along  the  valley.  At  the  weft  end  of  it,  dole  to 
the  road,  is  the  church,  and  above  it  the  court  lodge. 
At  the  eaft  end  of  it  is  Longfi eld-green,  where  there 
are  fome  houfes,  which,  with  a few  others  ftragling 
about,  are  the  only  ones  in  the  parifh. 


There 
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There  was  in  this  parifh  an  antient  dwelling  called 
Longfield-houfe,  which  was  the  property  and  refidence 
of  the  Burrow  family  as  early  as  queen  Elizabeth  s 
leign,  anceftors  of  thofe  of  Holwood-hill,  and  Ster- 
borough-caftle.  It  has  been  pulled  down  about  fifty 
years  fince.' 

This  place  was  given,  whilft  ^Ifftane  was  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  who  came  to  the  fee  in  945,  and  died  in 
984,  by  iElfs withe,  wife  of  Birtrick,  of  Meopham, 
who  confirmed  it  by  his  laft  teftament,  to  the  priory  ot 
St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  as  two  plough  lands;'  and 
being  wrefted  from  that  church  in  the  troublefome 
times  which  foon  after  followed,  by  reafon  of  the  Da- 
nifh  wars,  it  was  recovered  again  at  the  foleirm  af- 
fembly,  held  at  Pinenden,  in  1076,  and  was  imme- 
diately reftored  by  Lanfranc,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, to  bifhop  Gundulph  and  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew ; which  was  confirmed  by  archbifliop  Anfelm, 
in  iioi,  as  it  was  afterwards  by  feveral  of  his  fuc- 
ceffors.^ 

Gerarde,  the  herbalifl,  found  the  Clenopodium 
vulgare,  common  baji I, growing  in  great  plenty  at  Long- 
field  downs.^ 

Longfield  feems  to  have  been  appropriated  to 
the  archdeaconry  of  Rochefter,  immediately  on  its 
being  reftored  to  that  church.  At  the  time  of  the 
taking  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  anno  1080,  it  was 
in  the  pofTeffion  of  Anfchitill,  then  archdeacon  there. 
Accordingly  it  is  entered  as  follows,  under  the  gene- 
ral title  of  the  lands  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  in 

The  fame  bijhop  (of  Rochefter ) holds  Langafel  and 
Anfchitill  the  priejl  of  him.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fil- 
ling. The  arable  land  is In  demefne  there  is 

<=  See  the  w'ill  of  Birtrick,  under  Meopham.  _ 

f Reg.  RofF.  p.  442,  et  feq.  Dugd.  Mon,  vol.  ui.  p.  2. 

* Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  677. 
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one  carucate  and  nine  villeins^  with  feven  borderers^  ha- 
ving two  canicates.  It  zvas  worth  70  JloillingSj  and 
nozv  100  /hillings. 

I'he  temporalities  of  the  archdeacon  of  Rochefter, 
in  Longfield,  in  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  were 
valued  at  3I.''  After  which  the  manor  and  court 
lodge  of  Longfield,  with  the  lands  belonging  to  it, 
continued  part  of  the  eftate  belonging  to  the  arch- 
deaconry ; and  Dr.  Manning  Griffith,  who  fucceeded 
to  this  preferment  in  1533,  and  became  afterwards 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  arch- 
deacon who  demifed  this  manor,  which  he  did  for 
eighty  years,  and  before  that  term  was  ended,  a con- 
current leafe  was  granted  for  fixty  years  more;  and 
it  afterwards  continued  to  be  leafed  out,  from  time 
to  time,  but  archdeacon  Spratt,  who  fucceeded  to  this 
dignity  in  1704,  fuffered  the  leafe  of  it  to  expire,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fucceflbrs,  fmee  which  it  has  been 
held  under  leafes  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the  old  ac- 
cuftomedrent,  renewable  in  like  manner  as  other  ec- 
clefiaftical  eftates.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Denne,  of 
Wilmington,  is  the  prefent  leflee  of  it. 

The  court  lodge  ftands  almoft  adjoining  to  the 
church-yard.  It  is  a ftrong  antient  building,  with 
arched  doors  and  windows  of  hewn  ftone,  and  was 
once  probably  made  ufe  of  by  the  archdeacons,  as  a 
houfe  of  retirement. 


CHJRITY. 

Dr.  Plume  gave  by  his  will,  in  1 704,  the  fum  of  5I,  8s.  yearly 
to  the  repairs  of  his  tombftone  and  the  rails  in  the  church  yard, 
the  overplus  of  which  is  always  given  among  the  poor  of  this  pa- 
rifli,  vefted  in  the  truftees  of  his  will,  and  of  the  above  annual 
prod u ft. 

Longfield  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 

’’  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  455, 
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The  church,  which  is  a fmall  mean  building,  is  de- 
dicated to  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  It  confifts  of  one 
ille  and  a chancel,  having  a low  pointed  fteeple  at  the 
weft  end,  in  which  hangs  one  bell.  In  it,  among  other 
monuments  and  ini'criptions,  in  the  north  chancel  are 
feveral  memorials  for  the  Burrows  of  Hartley  ; and, 
adjoining  to  the  fouth  wall  of  the  church,  on  the  out- 
fide,  is  an  altar  tomb,  inclofed  with  wooden  rails,  for 
archdeacon  Plume,  who  died  Nov.  20,  1704,  ast.  74, 
as  has  been  already  mentioned,  as  well  as  his 
charities,  under  the  defcription  of  Stone  near  Dart- 
ford.‘  This  church  is  of  the  ancient  patronage  of  the 
biftiopric  of  Rochefter,  part  of  the  poliellions  of 
which  it  continues  at  this  time.  This  rectory  is  now 
a difcharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value,  as  certified,  of  30I.  the  yearly  tenths  be- 
ing I IS.  9d.'‘ 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  ifluing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  Longfield  was  a parfonage,  having 
neither  houfe  nor  barn;  that  it  had  fix  acres  of  glebe 
land,  and  was  worth  30I.  per  annum,  mafter  Thomas 
Stanfall  enjoying  it,  and  preaching  there.‘ 

This  redtory  has  been  twice  augmented ; the  firft 
time  by  the  governors  of  queen  Anne’s  bounty,  by 
which  a fmall  farm  in  Hoo,  confifting  of  twenty-four 
acres,  was  purchafed.  The  fecond  augmentation 
was  from  Mrs.  Urfula  Taylor’s  legacy,  paid  by  Sir 
Philip  Boteler,  to  be  applied  for  the  augmenting  of 
fuch  fmall  livings  as  fhould  be  named  by  himfelf,  of 
which  this  was  one  ; with  the  money  a few  acres  of 
land  were  purchafed  in  this  parifh. 

’ See  an  account  of  Dr.  Plume,  in  Hift.  Eflex,  vol.  v.  p.  275. 

Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 

1 ParL  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 
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CHURCH  OF  LONG  FIELD. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hj)  iv/iom Jirefcnted.  RECTORS. 

B of  Rocheftcr Thomas  Statfall^  in  1650, 

John  Chadwick,  in  1669,  obt. 
1705.™ 

Thomas  Barnett,  inft.  Dec.  24, 
1705,  obt.  0(4.  13,  1731. 
John  Lambc,  A.M.  inift.  Jan.  26, 
1731. 

Francis  Ireland,  i 740,  ob.  i 7 74. 
John  Derby,  A.M.  prel'ent.  Decu 
7, 1 7 74,  obt.  Oa.  6,  1778.'' 
John  Currey,  A.M.  1779. 
fent  re(4or." 


m He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Suttoii-at- 
Hone,  where  he  lies  buried. 


n And  reftor  of  Southfleet. 
« Vicar  of  Dartford. 


F A W K H A M. 

SOUTH  WARD  from  Longfield  lies  Fawkham, 
vulgarly  called  Fakeham.  In  Domefday  it  is  written 
Fachefharn  j in  the  Textus  Roffenfisy  Falcheham  and 
Falkenham  ;P  and  in  Birtrick’s  will,  Fealcanham. 

This  parish  is  a lonely  unfrequented  place,  and 
contains  about  one  thouland  acres  of  land,  of  which 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  are  wood,  having  no  public 
high  road  through  it.  It  lies  on  high  ground,  among 
the  hills  j the  foil  is  much  inclined  to  chalk,  and  is  very 
flinty  and  barren,  but  though  it  is  poor,  yet  this,  as 
well  as  the  neighbouring  parifhes  in  a like  fituation, 
IS  in  fbme  meafure  recompenfed  by  being  exceedingly 
healthy.  There  are  two  hamlets  in  it  called  Fawk- 
ham-green  and  Fawkham-ftreet.  The  church  Hands 
near  the  northern  boundary  of  it.  The  feat  of  Tennis 
IS  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  parifh,  adjoining  to  it 
large  wood,  which  extends  quite  acrofs  it. 

P Text.  RofF.  p.  139,  jjo. 

Fawkham 
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Fawkham  was  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  BIrtrick, 
of  Meopham ; who,  whilft  ^'Elfftane  was  biHiop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  who  came  to  the  fee  in  945,  and  died  in  984, 
devifed  it,  with  the  confent  of  ^Ifswithe  his  wife,  by 
his  laft  teftament,  to  Byrware  for  his  life,  and  then  to 
St.  Andrew’s  church,  in  Rochefter,  for  the  foul  of 
j^lfric  and  his  anceftors.^ 

This  place  had  been  wrefled  from  the  church  of 
Rochefter  during  the  confufion  of  the  Danifli  wars, 
and  was  given  by  the  Conqueror,  at  his  coming  hither, 
among  other  pofteftions  of  this  church,  to  Odo,  bifliop 
of  Baieux,  his  half  brother ; but  archbifhop  Lanfranc 
recovered  them  again  in  the  folemn  aflembly,  held  at 
Pinenden-heath,  in  1076,  and  immediately  reftored 
them  to  bilhop  Gundulph  and  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew, which  gift  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  feveral 
of  the  archbifhops  of  Canterbury. ^ 

In  the  furvey  of  Domefdey,  Fawkham  is  thus  de- 
feribed,  under  the  title  of  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter’s 
lands : 

The  fame  bifhop  ( of  Rochefter  holds  Fachefham.  It 

'Lvas  taxed  at  two  f dings.  The  arable  land  is In 

demefne  there  is  one  carucaie^  and.  i villeins^  zvith  three 
borderers,  having  four  cariicates.  There  is  a church,  and 
three  jervants,  and  tzvo  mills  of  i ^ JhiUings,  and  four 
acres  of  meadow ; wood  for  the  pannage  0/30  hogs.  In 
the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Co^fefor,  and  afterwards  it 
was  worth  feven  pounds,  and  now  eight  pounds. 

This  place  was,  foon  after  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  in 
the  pofleflion  of  a family,  who  took  their  name  from 
it,  and  held  it  by  knight’s  fervice  of  the  bifliop  of 
Rochefter,  Robert  de  Falkeham  held  it  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  I.  as  appears  by  the  red  book  in  the 
exchequer.  Walleran  de  Faukeham  held  it  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  II.  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent, 

^ See  this  will,  under  Meopham. 

Text.  RolF.  p.  142.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  2.  Reg.  RofF. 
p.  442. 

afejs 
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^f^fs  gules,  in  thief  two  tortcauxes,  as  they  remain  in 
the ‘^windows  of  this  church.  Soon  after  which  this 
cllate  fcems  to  have  been  feparated  into  two  parts,  one 
of  which  was  held  by  Rofe  de  Faukeham  of  the  bifhop 
of  Rochefter,  and  was  ftiled  the  manor  of  Old  Fauke^ 
ham,  alias  Aflie  Faukeham,  and  the  other  was  held  of 
the  bifhop  by  one  William  le  Clerk,  and  was  called 
J^ew  Fawkeham. 

In  the  8th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Nicholas  Mal- 
mains'  held  the  former,  and  Gilbert  de  Kirk  by  the 
latter. 

In  the  aoth  year  of  that  reign,  Otho  de  Grandifon, 
who  had  married  Beatrix,  daughter  and  coheir  of -Ni- 
cholas Malmains,  and  the  above  mentioned  Gilbert  de 
Kirkby  paid  aid  for  the  manor  of  Old  Fawkeham,  with 
New  Fawkeham,  as  one  knight’s  fee  and  a half,  which 
they  held  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter. 

Sir  Otho  de  Grandifon  died  poflefled  of  the  manor 
of  Fawkeham,  alias  Old  Fawkeham,  in  the  33d 
year  of  king  Edward  III.’  He  left  Sir  Thomas  Gran- 
difon his  fon  and  heir,  who,  doing  his  fealty,  had  pof- 
felTion  granted  of  his  father’s  lands.  He  died,  without 
iffue,  poflefled  of  this  manor,  and  others  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, in  the  50th  year  of  that  reign.‘  In  the  22d 
year  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  this  manor  was 
become  the  inheritance  of  Philippa,  grand  daughter  and 
heir  of  Sir  Guy  Bryan,  and  widow  of  John  Devereux, 
who  that  year  married  Sir  Henry  le  Scrope,  of  Ma- 
fham.  She  died  anno  8 king  Henry  IV.  being  then 
poflfcired  of  this  manor,  and  others  in  thefe  parts,  and 
leaving  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Robert  Lovel,  her  After  and 
next  heir." 

Robert  Poynings,  younger  fon  of  Robert  lord  Poyn- 
ings,  afterwards  poflefled  it  by  grant  from  the  crown,, 
and  died  owner  of  it  anno  9 king  Edward  IV."  leaving 
Edward,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  a famous  foldier  in 


’ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  No.  41. 
* Ibid.  No.  36, 


“ Dug.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  659. 
” Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  130. 
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his  time ; and  having  been  faithful  to  Henry  earl  of 
Richmond,  in  his  diftrefles,  he  was,  after  that  earl’s  at-^ 
taining  the  crown,  chofen  one  of  his  privy  council, 
and  made  governor  of  Dover-caftle,  knight  of  the 
Garter,  and  lord  warden  of  the  five  ports.  He  died  in 
the  14th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  leaving  no  legiti- 
mate iflue ; on  which  his  eftates  efeheated  to  the  crown,* 
whence  this  of  Fawkham  was  the  next  year  granted  to 
James  Dyggis,  efq.  who  that  year  fettled  it  on  his  fon, 
John  Dyggis  and  Mildred  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Scott,  in  tail  male. 

From  this  name  it  pafled  by  fale  to  Thomas  Barham, 
of  Barham-court,  in  Tefton,  whofe  foie  daughter  and 
heir,  Anne,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  carried 
it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Oliver  Boteler,  of  Sharnbrook,  in 
Bedfordfhire,  who  removed  from  thence  to  his  father’s 
feat  at  Tefton  above  mentioned.  His  defeendant,  Sir 
Philip  Boteler,  bart.  died  without  iflue  in  1772,  pof- 
feflfed  of  this  manor,  and  by  his  will,  devifed  one 
moiety  of  his  eftates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bouverie,  of 
Chart  Sutton,  and  the  other  moiety  to  Elizabeth, 
vifeountefs  dowager  Folkeftone,  and  William  Bou- 
verie, earl  of  Radnor  ; and,  on  an  agreement  made 
between  them  for  the  partition  of  thefe  eftates,  this 
manor  of  Fawkham  fell  to  the  fhare  of  the  lady  vif- 
eountefs dowager  Folkeftone,  who  died  in  17^^* 
which  it  came  to  her  only  fon,  the  Hon.  Philip  Bou- 
verie, who  has  fince  taken  the  name  of  Pufey,  and 
is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  foundations  of  the  antient  manfion  houfe  arc 
yet  vifible-;  they  take  up  great  part  of  the  garden  of 
a public  houfe,  for  the  repairs  of  which  the  ruins 
have  been,  from  time  to  time,  pulled  down  j what  re 
mains  of  the  building  feems  to  have  been  the  walls  of 

the  chapel.^ 

Dudg.  Bar.  ibid.  See  Goddington.  in  Cheisfield. 

^ See  an  engraving  and  account  of  it  in  Cuftumal  Roff.  p.  1 16. 
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1 he  other  part  of  this  manor,  or  New  Fawkham, 
was,  after  the  family  of  Kirkby  was  extinft  here,  part 
of  the  poifenions  of  the  Rokefles,  and  after  that  of  the 
Pcrcys  earls  of  Northumberland,  of  whom  Henry  Al- 
gernon, fifth  earl  of  Northumberland,  was  owner  of  it 
in  the  17th  year  of  Henry  VIII.  and  died  the  next 
year  polTeffed  of  it.  Henry  the  eldeft  fucceeded  him 
in  titles,  and  the  1 9th  year  of  that  reign  had  pofleffion 
granted  of  all  the  lands  which  defeended  to  him,  as 
his  heir.  In  the  27th  year  of  that  reign,  an  aft  pafled 
for  afiliming  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  all  the  lands  and 
pofleflions  of  this  earl,  in  cafe  of  failure  of  heirs  of  his 
bodyi  and  the  earl,  by  his  deed,  next  year,  granted 
to  the  king  all  his  manors,  caftles,  lands,  &c.^ 

•This  manor  came  afterwards  into  the  pofTefTion  of 
White,  and  his  heirs  fold  it,  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign, 
to  Thomas  Walter,  gent,  who  rebuilt  the  manfion  of  it, 
called  Pennis,  in  which  he  afterwards  refided.  He  left 
by  Alice,  daughter  of  John  Ketde,  of  Darent,  feveral 
children,  of  whom  John  Walter,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon, 
poflefled  this  eftate  on  his  father’s  death,  and  refided 
here.  He  married  Dorcas,  eldeft  daughter  of  Hum- 
phry Michel,  efq.  of  Old  Wihdfor,  in  Rerkftiire;  but 
died,/’./),  in  1625,  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  fome 
charitable  legacies  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  Alh,  and 
Hartley,  in  which  his  lands  lay.  He  bore  for  his  arms. 
Azure ^ a fefs  dancette  or^  between  three  crowns  embat- 
tled of  the  fecond.  His  heirs  fold  this  eftate  to  George 
Gifford,  efq.  who  refided  at  Pennis,  on  whole  death,  in 
1704,  it  came  to  his  fon,  Thomas  Gifford,  efq.  He, 
by  Anne,  his  wife,  left  three  daughters  and  coheirs, 
and  they  poffeffed  this  eftate  in  undivided  t'hirds  till  the 
year  1718,  when  they  agreed  to  make  a partition  of 
their  inheritance.  In  which  divifion  this  eftate,  with 
Pennis,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  were  allotted  to 
John  Selby,  in  right  of  Mary  his  wife,  one  of  the 


daughters 


f See  North  Cray,  p.  153. 
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daughters  and  coheirs.  He  left  two  fons,  William, 
who  fucceeded  him  at  Ighthamj  and  John,  to  whom 
he  devifed  Pennis,  with  this  eftate  at  Fawkham,  after 
the  death  of  Mary  his  wife.  She  furvived  him  fome 
time,  and  at  her  deceafe  left  the  pofleffion  of  it  to  her* 
fon,  John  Selby-,  who  refided  here,  and  after  a few 
years  conveyed  it  to  his  elder  brother,  William,  before 
mentioned;  on  whofe  death,  in  1773,  it  came  to  his 
only  fon  and  heir,  Wm.  Selby,  efq.  of  Pennis,  who  died 
poflelTed  of  it  in  1777,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Elizabeth,  Borough  Selby  and  his  widow  furvi- 
ving,  the  former  died  under  age,  in  178  r,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1788  ; on  which  this,  with  his  other  eftates,  de- 
volved to  John  Brown,  efq.  who  has  fince  taken  the 
name  of  Selby,  and  refides  at  the  Moat  in  Ightham, 
and  he  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

John  Walter.,  efq.  of  Pennis,  who  died  in  1625,  devifed 
by  his  will,  to  two  of  the  pooreft  men  of  each  of  the  three  pa.^ 
riflies  of  Fawkham,  Afli,  and  Hartley,  large  coats  of  rulTet  cloth; 
and  to  two  of  the  pooreft  widows  in  each  of  them  a gown  of  the 
fame  yearly,  on  Dec.  25,  when  they  were  to  repair  to  his  dwelling 
houfe  in  this  pariflt,  in  the  moniing,  whence  they  were  to  pro- 
ceed to  church,  where  he  appointed  a fermon,  for  which  he  be- 
queathed to  the  minifter  of  this  church  los.  a year.  After  fermon 
they  were  to  return  to  his  houle,  and  receive  a plentiful  dinner  j 
for  the  due  performance  of  which,  he  bound  certain  lands  for  ever. 

Fawkham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
DicioN  of  the  dioccfc  and  deawy  of  Rocheftcr.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary.  It  is  a fmall  building 
of  one  ifle  and  a chancel,  with  a very  low  pointed  fteeple, 
in  which  is  one  bell,  and  appears  to  be  of  deep  antiqui- 
ty ; over  the  weft  door  is  a curious  painted  window,  or- 
namented with  a rich  bordering,  within  which,  in  one 
compartment,  is  the  figure  of  Wm.  de  Fawkham,  lord 
of  this  parilh,  the  donor  of  the  window,  habited  as  a pil- 
grim,  holding  in  his  right  hand  a Bible,  underneath  him 
is  his  wife,  kneeling,  her  hands  conjoined  in  prayer,  the 
lower  part  of  the  figure  is  loft;  to  fupply  which  defeft 
there  have  been  placed  two  fliields,  with  the  arms  of 
Grandifon,  Or,  a cr of s gules  charged,  with  Jive  cotizes  of 
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the  ijl.bemeen four  trefoils Jlipt,  i[juijigfrom  as  mayiy  turfs 
proper  y thefc  were  in  a window  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
body,  but  through  ignorance  of  the  glazier  they  afe  here 
infcrted  fideways.  In  the  middle  compartment  are  the 
arms  of  Fawkham,  Argent  a fefs  gules  in  chief  three 
roundels  of  the  fecond,  which  arms  are  likewife  in  the 
north  window,  but  the  colour  faded ; the  other  figures 
in  this  window  are  thofe  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  jefus, 
the  back  ground  and  other  parts  of  it  are  richly  orna- 
mented. In  the  body  of  the  church,  in  a window  on  the 
fouth  fide  was  this  ftiield,  Azure^  fx  far  s off x points  y 3, 
2,  and  1 } and  in  the  eaft  window  the  arms  of  England.* 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing : In  the  ijle,  memorials  for  John  Scudder  and  his  wife ; he  died 
I 704 ; arms  above,  on  a fefs  three  cinquefoils,  a chief ; a ftone, 
Avith  a brafs  plate  and  infcription  for  Thomas  Walter,  gent,  fe- 
cond  fonof  Thomas  Walter,  gent.  obt.  1601.  In  the  chancel^  on 
the  north  fide,  a Hone  and  inicription  on  brafs,  for  Richard  Me- 
redith, efq.  clerk  of  the  catry  to  Q.  Elizabeth  and  K.  James,  ob. 
1607,  leaving  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Michell, 
eiq.  and  four  fons  ; above,  a fliield,  being  a lion  rampant  gorged, 
with  a collar  and  chain  affixed  to  it,  refleifing  over  his  back, 
charged  on  the  flioulder  with  a mullet.  On  the  fouth  fide,  within 
the  rails,  a ftone  and  brafs  plate,  with  infcription,  for  Dorcas 
Walter,  eldeft  daughter  of  Humphry  Michell,  efquire,  of  Old 
Windfor,  widow  of  John  Walter  of  this  parifli,  obt.  1630.  On 
the  fouth  fide,  a mural  monument  for  Bennet,  widow  of  capt. 
Ambrofe  Ward,  efq.  of  Hythe,  by  whom  Hie  had  four  fons,  John, 
William,  Ambrole,  and  George,  and  three  daughters;  fhe  was 
daughter  of  Thomas  Turney,  efq.  of  Brockwell,  in  Saltwood,  ob. 
1641  ; above,  azure  a crofs  patee  or,  impaling  Turney,  On  the 
eaft  fide,  a mural  monument,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and  wo- 
man, in  the  drefs  of  the  time,  kneeling  at  an  altar,  beneath  them 
an  infcription  for  John  Walter,  efq.  of  this  parifli,  juftice  of  the 
peace  and  quorum  ; he  married  Dorcas,  eldeft  daughter  of  Hum- 
phry Michell,  elq.  of  Old  W indfor;  he  bequeathed  by  his  will 
a bountihil  legacy  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli,  Afli,  and  Hartley, 
for  ever  (as  mentioned  among  the  charities  in  thofe  pariflies)  ; he 
died  in  1625  5 above,  are  thefe  arms,  azure  a fefs  dancette  or,  be- 
tween  three  crovA-ns  embattled  of  the  2d,  impaling  azure,  three 
leopards  reverfed,  jeflant  fleurs  de  lis  or,  a chief  crenelle  ermine.'* 

The  patronage  of  the  reflory  of  Fawkham  has  ever 
been  an  appendage  to  the  manor;  and  as  fuch  has 

a See  a fine  engraving  of  this  window  and  deferip.  of  it  in  Cuft.  RofF.  p.  ha. 

Sec  the  monmnenti  and  inferip.  in  this  church  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  992. 
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been  prefented  to  alternately  by  the  owners  of  the 
manor  of  Old  Fawkham,  and  thofe  of  New  Fawkham, 
or  Pennis,  as  it  now  called ; the  laft  prefentation  be- 
ing made  by  Sir  Philip  Boteler,  bart.  in  i 738.  In  the 
15  th  of  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  8 marcs. 

It  was  returned  by  the  commiJJ'ton  of  enquiry ^ in  1650, 
ifluing  out  of  chancery,  that  Fawkham  was  a parfon- 
age,  with  a houfe  and  one  acre  of  land,  all  worth  40I. 
per  annum,  mafter  Afliboule  enjoying  it,  and  preach- 
ing there,  being  put  in  by  the  parliament.'  It  is  va- 
lued in  the  king’s  books  at  61.  9s.  4id.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  12s.  it  id.*' 

Sir  William  de  Fawkham,  in  1274,  founded  a chan- 
try in  this  church,  in  honour  of  the  Blefled  Virgin 
Mary,  and  for  the  good  of  the  fouls  of  himfelf  and  his 
fuccellbrs ; which  he  endowed  with  five  marcs  of 
yearly  rent,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  to  be  paid 
out  of  land  in  Southfleet  and  Herthone,  and  with  a 
houfe  in  Fawkham.  This  was  confirmed  by  John, 
jhilhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1 278.  There  is  mention  made 
in  the  Regiftrum  RofFenfe  of  the  chantry  of  St.  Ca- 
therine in  this  church. 


CHURCH  OF  FAWKHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  whom  prefented. 


Mr.  Gifford's  Heirs 


Sir  Philip  Boteler,  hart 

c Pari.  Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xi*. 
d Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis, 
e Reg.  Roff.  p.  113. 
f Pari.  Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xix. 

C He  refigned  this  vicarage  for  that 
sf  Boxley.  S*e  Sutton-at-Hone. 

G 


RECTORS, 

Warinus,  in  1316.'^ 

Wm,  Baker,  A.  M.  1619. 

Ashboule,  1650^ 

Wallis,  1700. 

Thomas  Knipe,  pref.  1712,  refig. 
1 720. 

Edmund  Barrell,  A.  M.* 
Richard  Taylor,  obt.  1712. 
yohn  Taylor,  obt.  I 75^*'' 
Edmund  Marjhall,  A.  M.  pref. 
1 758.  Prefent  reitor.* 

h Son  of  the  former,  and  alfo  vicar 
of  Darent. 

i Afterwards  prefented  to  Char* 
ing,  which  he  had  a difpenfation  to 
hold  with  this  reftory. 

a HARTLEY. 
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HARTLEY. 

NEXT  adjoining  fouth-eaftward  lies  Hartley, 
called  in  Domefday,  Erclei^  in  the  Textus  Rofenjis, 
Herdei, 

This  parifh,  which  is  but  little  known  or  frequented, 
contains  about  twelve  hundred  acres,  part  of  which  is 
a large  wood,  called  Hartley-wood,  containing  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  at  the  northern  boundary  of  it ; 
the  foil  of  it  is  chalky,  light,  and  much  covered  with 
flints.  The  church  ftands  on  the  hill,  round  which 
there  is  no  village,  though  here,  and  at  Hartley-green, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  northward  from  it,  there  are 
feveral  ftragling  houfes.  The  weftern  part  of  this  pa- 
rlfh  lies  in  the  valley,  called  Hartley-bottom,  along 
which  the  road  leads  to  Wrotham  and  Trofley. 

This  place,  at  the  taking  the  furvey  of  Domefday, 
was  part  of  the  vaft  poflefiions  of  Odo,  the  great  bi- 
fhop  of  Baieux,  and  half-brother  to  the  Conqueror  j 
under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  de- 
fcribed  there. 

Ralph  Fitz  Furald  holds  Erclei  of  the  bifhop  (of 
Baieux.)  It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling,  Fhe  arable  land 
is  ....  . In  demejne  there  are  2 carucates  and  9 vil~ 
leins^  with  6 cottagers^  having  3 carucates.  Fhere  are 
3 fervantSy  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  10  hogs.  The 
whole  manor  was  worth  3 pounds y and  nozv  1 00  flnllings ; 
a certain  zvoman  held  it. 

In  the  fame  record,  a little  further  on,  under  the 
fame  title  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux’s  lands,  is  this 
entry  : 

Ralph  Fitz  Turald  holds  Erclei  of  the  bifhop  (of 
Baieux.)  It  was  taxed  at  i filing.  The  arable  land 
R half  a carucatey  and  there  are  novj  30  acres  of  arable. 
In  demefne  there  is  i carucate  and  6 villeinSy  having  half 

a carucate. 
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a cariicate.  There  are  are  1 1 acres  of  meadow,  hi  the 
time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confejfor  and  afterwards,  it 
was  40  Jhillings,  now  4 pounds.  Himef,  held  it  oj  earl 
Harold. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifliop  of  Baleux,  which  hap- 
pened about  four  years  after  the  taking  this  furvey, 
all  his  lands  and  pofleflions  became  forfeited  to  the 
crown. 

The  manor  of  Hartley,  foon  after  the  Conque- 
ror’s reign,  became  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  noble 
family  of  Montchenfie,'"  one  of  whom,  Warine  de 
Montchenfie,  was  owner  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
John.  In  the  37th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  he  ob 
tained  a charter  of  free-warren  for  this  manor,  and 
died  next  year,  being  then  reputed  one  of  the  moft 
valiant,  prudent,  an^  wealthy  men  in  this  kingdom. 
He  left  a fon  and  heir  William,  and  a daughter  J oane, 
who  had  married  William  de  Valence,  the  king’s  half 
brother.  William  de  Montchenfie,  two  years  after, 
had  poflefTion  granted  of  all  his^  father’s  lands  j not 
long  after  which,  he  took  part  with  the  difcontented 
barons  j and  when  the  king  was  made  prifoner  at  the 
battle  of  Lewes,  in  the  48th  year  of  his  reign,  and  the 
barons  had  fummoned  a parliament  in  his  name,  he  was 
one  of  the  chief  of  thofe  that  fat  therein.’  Notwith- 
flanding,  he  was  afterwards  taken  at  Kenilworth,  a 
little  before  the  battle  of  Evefham,  and  his  lands  feized, 
yet  he  had  foon  after  fuch  favor  Ihewn  him,  for  his 
filler’s  fake,  that  they  were  freely  reftored  to  him 
again ; and  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  he  ob- 
tSned  full  pardon,  with  other  favors  afterwards,  among 
which  was  that  of  the  view  of  frank-pledge,  and  the 
courts  belonging  to  it  in  all  his  lands.  He  was  killed 
at  the  fiege  of  Droflelan-caftle,  in  Wales,  in  the  17th 
year  of  that  reign,  leaving  one  daughter  and  lole  heir, 

*'  See  more  of  the  Montchenfies,  under  Swanfcombe, 

‘ Philipott,  p.  18 1.  Dugd.  Bar.  vof  i.  p.  561. 
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Dionifia,  who  was  fliortly  afterwards  married,  through 
the  king’s  means,  to  Hughde  Vere,  third  Ton  of  Ro- 
bert, earl  of  Oxford,  who  in  the  17th  year  of  it  had 
pofleflion  granted  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance.  In 
the  I ft  year  of  king  Edward  II.  he  was  fummoned  to 
the  king’s  coronation,  as  w'as  Dionifia  his  wife,  by 
whom  it  feems  he  had  no  iffue  ; for  on  her  deathj  in 
the  7 th  year  of  that  reign,  it  was  found  that  flie  died 
poireffed  of  this  manor  of  Hartley,  among  others, 
holding  it  of  the  king  in  capite,  and  that  Adomar  de 
Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  fon  of  Joane  and  Wil- 
liam de  Valence  before-mentioned,  was  her  next  heir." 

Aymer,  earl  of  Pembroke,  was  greatly  favored  and 
employed  both  by  king  Edward  I.  and  II.  but  in  the 
17th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  latter,  attending  the 
queen  into  France,  he  was  murdered  there,  in  revenge, 
for  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Lancafter,  this  earl  being 
one  of  thofe  who  had  pafted  fentence  of  death  upon  him 
at  Pontefrad  two  years  before."  He  left  no  iflue, 
though  he  had  three  wives  Upon  which  John,  fon 
of  John  de  Haftings,  by  Ifabel  his  wife,  the  earl’s 
fifter,  and  John,  fon  of  John  Comyn,  of  Badenagh, 
by  Joane  his  other  fifter,  were  found  to  be  his  coheirs 
and  next  of  kin,  but  Mary  de  St.  Paul,  his  widow, 
furviving  him,  had  next  year  for  her  dowry  an  aflig- 
nation  of  this  manor,  among  others.  She  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  the  51ft  year  of  king  Edward  HI.® 
Upon  which  it  came  to  John  de  Haftings,  great  grand- 
fonofjohnde  Haftings  before -mentioned,  who  was 
found  to  be  coheir,  and  next  of  kin  to  Aymer  de  Va- 
lence, earl  of  Pembroke. 

John  de  Haftings  before-mentioned,  was  then  an 
infant,  and  at  the  coronation  of  king  Richard  II.  being 
not  quite  five  years  old,  claimed  to  carry  the  great  gol- 
den fpurs  j and  (hewing  fufficient  evidence  of  his  right 

" Coll.  Hift.  Coll.  p.  225.  " Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  778. 

and  Rot.  Efch.  No.  51.  « Ibid.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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to  do  that  ferviccj  it  was  adjudged  to  him,  and  a deputy 
allowed  him  for  that  purpofe,  by  reafon  of  his  non-age. 
He  was  afterwards  unfortunately  killed  at  a tournament 
at  Woodftock,  anno  13  king  Richard  II.’’  haying  mar  - 
ried Philippa,  daughter  of  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl 
of  March,  by  whom  he  left  no  iffue.  Upon  his  death 
Reginald,  lord  Grey,  of  Ruthyn,  was  found  to  be  his 
coulin,  and  next  heir  of  the  whole  blood,  as  defcended 
from  John  de  Haftings  and  Ifabel  his  wife,  one  of  the 
filters  and  heirs  of  Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pem- 


broke. . 11  1 r 

Philippa,  countefs  of  Pembroke,  furvivedher  hui- 

band;  and  having  afterwards  married  Richard  Fitzalan, 

carl  of  Arundel,  (to  whom  (he  was  fecond  wife)  he  had 

this  manor  in  dowry  with  her . . /•  l j j 

The  earl  was  fined  for  this  marriage  four  hundred 
marcs  to  the  king,  in  confideration  of  which  he  was 
pardoned.  Some  time  after  which,  obferving  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  the  times,  and  the  impl^able  ha- 
tred that  reigned  in  the  king’s  breaft  againft  him,  he 
retired  into  the  country,  having  obtained  a fpecial  d^il- 
penfation  from  attending  the  parliament,  or  any  other 
public  employment.  Notwithftanding  which,  the  king 
fearing  him,  foon  afterwards  got  him  into  his  power  by 
fair  words,  and  then  fent  him  to  prifon,  and  quickly 
after  brought  him  to  his  trial ; and  though  he  pleaded 
the  king’s  promifes  and  charter  of  pardon,  he  received 
a moft  fevere  fentence,  to  be  drawn,  hanged,  quartered, 
&c.  The  rigour  of  which  was  fomewhat  foftened,  for 
he  only  loft  his  head  at  London,  die  king  himfelf  being 
a fpedator  of  the  execution.  After  his  death  his  widow 
Philippa  ftill  kept  pofleffion  of  this  manor,  of  which 
fhe  was  poffelfed  at  the  time  of  hei  death,  in  the  2d 
year  of  king  Henry  IV.  flie  then  bearing  the  tide  of 

countefs  of  Pembroke.'* 


p Dugd.  Bar.  vol.i.  p-  578._ 

' ibid.  p.  319-  Efth.  ejus  an. 
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On  this,  Reginald,  lord  Grey,  of  Ruthyn,  became 
entitled  to  it,  as  next  of  kin,  and  heir  of  Aymer,  carl 
of  Pembroke,  and  as  fuch  at  the  coronation  of  king 
Henry  IV.  he  carried  the  great  golden  fpurs.  Great 
quarrels  arifing  between  this  Reginald,  who  had  large 
pofleffions  in  Wales,  and  Owen  Glendower,  they  had 
recourfe  to  arms,  and  in  the  fequel  Reginald  was  taken 
prifoner  by  the  latter  in  Wales,  and  was  obliged  to 
give  ten  thoufand  marcs  for  his  ranfom ; to  raife 
which  king  Henry  IV.  in  his  4th  year  granted  li- 
^ cence  to  Robert  Braybrooke,  bilhop  of  London,  and 
others,  then  feoffees  of  feveral  of  his  lordfhips,  to  fell 
the  manor  of  Hertelegh,  among  others,  towards  raifing 
that  fum.*^  They  fold  it  to  John  Urban,  of  South- 
fleet,  who  died  poflelTed  of  it  in  the  8th  year  of  king 
Henry  V.®  as  did  his  fon  John  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.*  on  which  it  came  to  his  After  Emma  Pen- 
hale,  who  died  next  year,"  and  left  it  to  her  fon,  and 
he  held  it  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  as  ap- 
pears by  the  book  of  Dover  in  the  exchequer. 

In  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  William  Cref- 
fel,  efq.  died  pofTefTed  of  the  manor  of  Hardey,  which 
he  held  of  the  king  in  capiie  by  knight’s  fervice.'^  His 
fon,  Richard  Creflel,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next 
reign,  fold  it  to  Draper ; who  pafTed  it'^w'ay  to  Bal- 
lard j and  he  conveyed  it  to  William  Sedley,  efq.  of 
Southfleet,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward VI.*  in  whofe  dcfcendants-  it  continued,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  manor  of  Southfleet  did,  down  to 
Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  of  Nuthall,  in  Nottingham-^ 
Ihire,  who,  in  1770,  fold  it  to  William  Glanvill  Eve- 
lyn, efq.  of  St.  Cleres,  in  Ightham,  the  prefent  owner 
of  this  manor» 


'■  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  717. 

® Rot.  Efch.  ejiis  an.  He  lies 
buried  in  Southfleet. 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejys  an, 


“ Philipott,  p,  204.  Rot.  Efc. 
ejus  an. 

* Ibid.  p.  181. 

* See  more  of  this  family  un- 
(ler  Southfleet. 
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CHJRITIY. 

John  Walker,  efq.  of  Fawkham,  who  died  in  1625,  by  his 
will  bequeathed  a coat,  and  a gown  of  good  rullet  cloth,  to  two 
of  the  pooreft  men,  and  two  of  the  pooreft  widows  of  this  pa- 
rilh ; to  be  delivered  on  Chriftmas-day  yearly  to  each.  After 
which  they  were  to  attend  the  fervice  in  the  church  of  Fawkham, 
and  then  return  to  his  manfion-houfe  there,  where  they  were  to 
have  a plentiful  dinner.^ 

Hartley  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioL-efeznd.  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  All  Saints.  It  is  a frnall 
building,  confifting  of  one  ifle  and  a chancel,  having 
a pointed  fteeple  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  arc  two 
bells. 

I 

Among  other  hifcriptions  in  this  church,  on  the  north  fide  is  a 
memorial  for  James  Burrow,  gent,  of  Kingfdown,  obt.  1728,  ast. 
53  ; and  for  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Cox,  gent,  of 
Stanfted,  obt.  1729;  above,  thefe  arms,  azure  three  flcurs  de  hs 
ermine  impaling  fable  a chevron  argent,  between  three  attires  of 
a flag  fixed  to  the  fcalp  of  the  fecond. 

It  is  a re^ftory,  and  was  formerly  of  the  patronage 
of  the  Talbots,  earls  ofShrewfbury  ; to  whom  it  came 
from  their  anceftor,  Gilbert  Talbot,  who  on  the  death 
of  Mary  de  St.  Paul,  widow  of  Aymer  de  Valence, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  in  the  51ft  year  of  king  Edward 
III.  was  found  by  inquifition  to  be  her  heir,  and  next 
of  kin.  It  was  lately  in  the  patronage  of  the  earl  of 
Plymouth,^  afterwards  of  the  reverend  Thomas  Blom- 
field,  and  fince  of  his  fon,  Thomas  Blomfield,  efq. 
who  fold  his  intereft  in  it  to  Richard  Forreft,  efq.  who 
died  in  1796.  Since  which  it  has  been  fold  by  the 
truftees  appointed  by  his  will,  to  the  reverend  Mr. 
Bradley,  reftor  of  this  parifti,  who  married  Mr.  For- 
reft’s  daughter,  and  he  is  now  owner  of  this  advowfon. 

» See  Fawkham,  p.  449’  * Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 


In 


4^8  AXSTANE  HUNDRED. 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  twelve  marcs.  % virtue  of  the  commijfion  of 
enquiry,  ifluing  out  of  chancery  in  1650,  it  was  re- 
turned, that  Hartley  was  a parfonage,  with  a houfe’, 
and  eight  acres  of  glebe  land,  all  worth  fixty  pounds 
per  annum  j one  mafter  Eves  enjoying  it,  and  preaching 
there.*  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  feven 
pounds,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  fourteen  fhillings.  It 
is  now  of  the  value  of  about  two  hundred  guineas  per 
annum. 


CHURCH  OF  HARTLEY. 


, PATRONS, 

Or  by  u'liom  prefented. 


TJi6>nas  Blomjield,  e/q. 
Richard  Forrejl,  efq.  .. 


RECTORS. 

George  Eves,  in  1658. 

Priejl,  1700. 

John  N ichols,  i 7 3 o • 

Samuel  Dunfier,  refig. 

Thomas  Blotnpeld. 

Richard  Clarke,  I’JJl. 

Thomas  Bradley,  A.  M.  1776, 
the  prefent  reftor. 


a Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-libr.  vol.  xix. 


RIDLEY. 

THE  next  parifli  fouthward  from  Hartley  lies 
Ridley,  written  in  antient  records  Redlegh,  and  in 
Domefday  Redlege, 

This  parilh  is  fituated  upon  the  chalk  inlls,  much 
like  that  of  Hartley  laft  deferibed,  and  the  foil  much 
the  fame.  There  is  no  village,  the  church  (lands  in 
the  fouthern  part  of  it,  having  the  court  lodge  and  par- 
fonage near  it.  It  contains  about  eight  hundred  acres, 
of  which  nearly  one  hundred  are  wood ; there  are 
about  eight  houfes  and  forty  inhabitants.  The  high 
road  from  Longfield  through  Hartley-bottom  to  Ber- 
ry’s Maple,  and  fo  on  to  Wrotham,  and  Trolley 

runs 
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runs  along  the  valley  at  the  weftern  boundary  of  this 
parifh,  which  otherwife  is  but  little  known  or  fre- 
quented. 

This  place,  at  the  taking  the  furvey  of  Domefday, 
was  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux, 
half-brother  to  William  the  Conqueror;  accordingly 
it  is  thus  entered  under  the  general  title  of  the  bifhop’s 
lands : 

Adam  F it zhubert  holds  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux) 
Kedlege.  It  was  taxed  at  one  fuling.  The  arable  land 
is  ...  . In  demefne  there  are  two  carucates^  and  6 
villeins^  with  5 borderers^  having  2 carncates . There 
are  ^fervanU^  and  half  an  acre  of  meadow,  and  i den 
of  wood,  which  Richard  de  Tonebridge  holds.  The 
manor  was  worth  3 pounds,  and  novo  4 pounds  and  10 
/hillings',  Siwardheld  it  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confejor. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  about  four 
years  after  taking  the  above  furvey,  the  king  his  bro- 
ther feized  on  all  his  lands  and  poffelTions,  and  among 
them  this  manor.  How  long  it  continued  in  the  crown, 

I don’t  find  j but  Roger  de  Leyborne,  who  flourifhed 
in  the  reign  of  king  John,  was  in  the  pofieffion  of  it. 
He  was  lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports  in  the  next 
reign  of  king  Henry  III.  in  the  55th  year  of  which  he 
made  a grant  of  this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances, 
excepting  the  advowfon,  to  Bartholomew  de  W^atton, 
to  hold  Sf  his  manor  of  Leyborne.  On  what  terms 
this  grant  was  made,  does  not  appear ; but  William  de 
Leyborne,  fon  and  heir  of  Roger  before  mentioned, 
had  afterwards  fome  power  left  over  it  for  after  his 
father’s  death,  on  his  founding  a chantry  in  the  church 
of  Leyborne,  he  endowed  it,  among  other  rents,  with 
five  marcs,  to  be  paid  yearly  out  of  this  manor,  by 
the  hands  of  Bartholomew  de  Watton,  for  the  fupport 
of  one  chaplain  there,  in  perpetual  alms  for  ever.'’ 
After  the  family  of  Watton  was  extind  here,  it  came 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  li.  p.  14*  Reg.  Roff.  p.  474. 

into 
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into  thatof  Waleys ; Auguftine  Waleys,  who  was  de- 
fcended  from  Henry  Wallis,  or  de  Galeis,  a capital 
merchant  of  the  city  of  London,  lord  mayor  feveral 
times  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  bore  for 
his  arms,  Five  bars,  and  over  them  a bend^’'  paid  aid 
for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  late  Bartholomew  de  Watton’s.  He  ob- 
tained a charter  free -warren  for  his  manor  of  Ridley 
in  the  aid  year  of  that  reign,  and  died  poflefled  of  it 
in  the  28  th  year  of  it,**  then  holding  it  in  capitCy  and  by 
fuit  to  the  king’s  hundred  of  Axftane.' 

In  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  it  was  become  the 
eftate  of  Sir  William  Rikhill,  a juftice  of  the  king’s 
bench.*^  He  died  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.®  and 
by  his  will  devife'd  this  manor  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Wil- 
liam Rikhill,  efq.  who,  about  the  i6th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  conveyed  it  by  deed  to  Thomas  Engham, 
efq.  of  Engham,  in  Woodchurch,  and  he  again  in  the 
1 9th  year  of  the  fame  reign  pafled  it  away  by  fine  to 
Robert  Savory  from  which  name  it  was  ibid  not 
many  years  after  to  Fitz  ; one  of  whom,  Walter  Fitz, 
died  poflefled  of  this  manor  in  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Henry  VII.  holding  it  of  the  abbey  of  Tower-hill, 
London,  as  was  then  found  by  inquifition.  He  left  his 
fon  and  heir,  John  Fitz,  a minor  j the  wardship  of 
whom  was  granted  by  the  abbot  and  convent,  anno  23 
king  Henry  VII.  to  Piers  Bevil.'  He  conveyed  this 
manor,  in  the  27th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to  Wil- 
liam Sedley,  efq.  of  Southfleet,  in  whofe  defeendants 
it  continued,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Southfleet  did,  to 
Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  of  Nuthall,  in  Nottingham- 
fliire,  who,  about  the  year  1770,  fold  it  to  William 


Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  B, 
V.  p,  106,  273. 

* Philipott,  p.  280. 

* Inquif.  anno  31  king  Ed- 
ward III. 

i Dugd.  Orig.  p.  54. 


* See  Cott,  Records,  p.  393. 
Coke  in  his  Inftitutes,  pt.  i, 

P-  377- 

Philipott,  p.  280. 

‘ Aug.  off.  Conventual  leafes, 
bundlf  307. 


Glanvill 
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Glanvill  Evelyn,  cfq.  who  fold  il  to  Multon  Lambard, 
clq.  of  Sevenoke,  the  prefent  polfefTor  of  it.  A court 
leet  and  court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Ridley  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church,  which  ftands  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  parifh, 
is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  It  is  very  fmall,  having 
only  one  ifle  and  a chancel,  but  without  either  tower 
or  fteeple,  and  much  overgrown  with  ivy. 

In  this  church,  in  the  chancel  before  the  altar,  is  a memorial  for 
John  Lambe,  obt.  April  24,  1740,  above  a chevron  between 
three  holy  lambs,  with  ftaves  and  banners. 

The  patronage  of  the  church  of  Ridley,  as  well  as 
the  manor,  belonged  to  Roger  de  Leyborne,  who, 
though  he  granted  away  the  manor,  referved  the  ad- 
vowfon  to  himfelf,  as  has  been  already  mentioned. 
His  defeendant,  Thomas  de  Leyborne,  left  an  only 
daughter,  Juliana,  heir  to  her  grandfather,  William  de 
Leyborne,  who  pofleffed  this  advowfon  among  her 
other  inheritance,  and  not  leaving  any  ilTue  by  either  of 
her  hufbands,  her  eftates,  on  her  death,  in  the  43d  of 
Edward  III.  efeheated  to  the  crown,  there  being  no  one 
found  who  could  claim  them  as  heir  to  her.  After 
which  this  advowfon  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  till  that  king,  in  his  50th  year,  granted  the 
advowfon  of  this  church,  with  other  premifes,  to  the 
abbey  of  St.  Mary  Grace,  on  Tower-hill,  then  founded 
by  him  j who  quickly  afterwards  demifed  it  to  Sir 
Simon  de  Burley,  for  a term  of  years,  which  becoming 
forfeited  by  his  attainder,  king  Richard  II.  in  his  12th 
and  2 2d  years,  granted  and  confirmed  it  to  them,  in 
pure  and  perpetual  alms  for  ever.*^ 

The  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Ridley  remained 
with  this  abbey  till  the  diflblution  of  it,  in  the  30th 

^ See  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  14.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  943.  Sec 
more  of  this  foundation  under  Leyborne, 
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yctir  oT  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  W2S  lurrendered  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  loon  afterwards  granted  it  to 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  with  whom  it  flayed  but 
a fliort  time,  for  the  archbifhop  regranted  it  again  to 
the  king,  in  the  37th  year  of  that  reign,  and  the  king 
quickly  afterwards  granted  it  to  Sir  Edward  North,  and 
he  alienated  it  to  Robert  Gofnold,  gent,  who  gave  it, 
in  the  3d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  with  other  premifes, 
held  of  the  queen  in  capitCy  to  Robert  Godderi,  and  he 
died  polfefTed  of  it  in  the  17th  year  of  that  reign.' 
His  fon  and  heir  Thomas,  pafTed  away  this  advowfon 
by  fale  to  John  Sedley,  efq.  of  Southfieet,  fince  which 
it  has  pafTed  in  the  fame  chain  of  ownerfhip  with  the 
manor,  to  William  Glanvill  Evelyn,  efq.  who  fold  it  to 
Multon  Lambard,  efq.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

- In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  nine  marcs.™  In  the  return  made  to  the 
commijjion  of  enquiry  in  1650,  ifTuing  out  of  chancery, 
it  appeared,  that  Ridley  was  a parfonage,  with  a 
houfe  and  thirty- fix  acres  of  glebe  land,  all  worth  fifty 
pounds  per  annum."  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books 
at  3I.  19s.  q4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  7s.  5|.d.“  It 
is  now  of  the  value  of  about  120I.  per  annum. 


CHURCH  OF  RIDLEY. 


Family  of  Sedley 


RECTORS. 

Godfrey  de  Rainha?/!,  in  I353''’ 
fo/m  Harewoldy  adm.  Mar.  12, 

1354- 

Robert *433* 

Thomas  Maxfieldy  obt.  Sept.  12, 
1605.'' 

Henry  Stacey  A.  M.  1627. 


I Rot.  Efch,  ejus  an. 

Srev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
n Pail.  Survey’s,  Lambeth  library) 
•vol.  .xix. 

♦ Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 


P Mar.  14,  1354,  he  exchanged 
this  church  with  John  Harcfwold,  for 
that  of  Morcton,  in  Eflex, 

<1  He  was  alfo  reftor  of  Afh,  where 
he  lies  buried. 


• fr  fC  1_-  af/f  Am.  ^ : 


■w 
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PATRONS,  ^C. 
Family  of  Sedley 


William  Glanvill  Eveyiyn,  efq.  ... 


t He  lies  buried  in  Crayford  church, 
* He  lies  burled  in  this  church. 
t Alforcdlorof  Lullingftone,  which 
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VICARS. 

Robert  Gardiner,  A.M.  ob  . Aug. 
8,  1.688.'' 

yohn  Ratye,  1714* 

Jolm  Lnnibe,  A.^l.  1719,  obt. 

April  24,  I 740.* 

David  Lambe,  A . M . ob . 1771*' 
y.  Ward  Men,  A.  M.  1772.'’ 
Prefent  redlor.“ 

he  had  a dlfpenfation  to  hold  with 
this  reftory,  in  1748. 

u Alio  vicar  of  Cowdham. 


ASH  NEAR  WROTH  AM. 

ADJOINING  to  Ridley,  weftward,  lies  Afli, 
called  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  jEifce  and  in  Domef- 
day,  EiO'e. 

Ash  is  fituated  on  high  ground  among  the  hills. 
The  foil  of  it  is  moftly  chalk,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  it  unfertile,  and  much  covered  with  flints.  It  con- 
tains about  three  thoufand  acres  of  land,  of  whifch 
about  fix  hundred  are  wood.  It  has  about  eighty 
houfes  and  four  hundred  inhabitants.  There  are  two 
hamlets  in  it,  Hodfoll-ftreet  and  Weft  Yoke.  At  the 
north-eaft  boundary  of  it  is  Idley  farm,  belonging  to 
Thomas  Coventry,  efq.  of  North  Cray.  It  is  lhaped 
very  irregularly,  and  bounds  to  no  lefs  than  nine  pa- 
rilhes.  The  church  Hands  by  itfelf,  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  parilh,  and  about  a mile  fouthward 
from  it,  the  manor  and  hamlet  of  South  Alh.  On 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  parilh,  on  the  decline  of  the 
hill,  towards  the  valley,  it  is  covered  with  coppice 
wood.  It  is  not  much  frequented,  and  has  nothing 
farther  worth  mention  in  it. 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  this  place  was  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  Odo, 
bilhop  of  Baleux,  the  king’s  half  brother ; accord- 
ingly 
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jngly  it  is  thus  entered  in  that  record,  under  the  ge- 
neral title  of  that  prelate’s  lands : 

Hugo  de  Port  holds  Eife  of  the  biJJjop  (of  Baieux). 
It  was  taxed  at  three  fulings.  The  arable  land  is  . 
In  demefne  there  is  one  carucate^  a7id  iz  villeins y zvith 
eight  borderers  y having  three  carucates.  There  is  a cer- 
tain knight  having  eight  (carucates)  among  his  fervantSy 
and  7naid  ferva7itSy  and  arable  land  Jufficwit  for  07ie 
plough. 

Befdes  thisy  Hugo  has  two  te7ia7its  holding  half  ajulmgy 
who  coiddy  in  the  time  of  khig  Edward  the  Co7ifel]br , re- 
ynove  wherever  they  pleafedy  without  leave  ; 07ie  la7id  ts 
called  Dideky  and  the  other  So7ii7iges.  The  arable  la7id 
there  is  fufficie7it  for  one  plough y a7id  is  rated  at  <10  fhil- 
Imgs.  The  whole  ma7ior  zvas  rated  at  feven  poimdSy  a7id 
the  like  now.  What  Richard  held  of  (his  lozvy  of)  Tim- 
bridge  is  rated  at  40  foil  Imgs.  The  king  has  froon  thence 
two  peomesy  which  are  taxed  at  feven  foil  Imgs.  Godi'ic 
held  it  of  kmg  Edward. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bilhop  Odo,  about  the  year 
1084,  the  king  feized  on  all  his  lands  and  poflefllons, 
after  which  this  place  was  granted  to  Hubert  de  Burgh, 
earl  of  Kent.'^ 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  this  parirti  feems 
to  have  been feparated into  three  different  ma- 
nors, which  is  in  fome  meafure  pointed  out  in  the 
above  defcription  in  Domefday,  one  of  which,  being 
the  moil  capital,  was  called  the  manor  of  Ash, 
alias  North  Ash,  and  in  that  reign  was  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Henry  Pencombe.  In  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  the  heirs  of  Robert  Pencombe  held 
it,  as  the  1 2th  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  of  the  hdirs  of 
WilliamdeEynsford,and  he  of  the  heirs  of  Ralph  Fitz- 
bernard,  and  he  of  Mabilia  de  Torpel,  and  Ihe  of 
Roger  de  Moubray,  and  the  heirs  of  the  faid  Robert 
Pencombe,  then  paid  aid  for  it.* 


Rot.  Efch,  ejus  an. 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  de  Grandifon,  fon  of  Otho,  died  pof- 
feffed  of  this  manor  in  the  50th  year  of  that  reign. 
In  the  2 2d  year  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Richard  II. 
it  was  become  the  inheritance  of  Philippa,  grand- 
daughter and  heir  of  Sir  Guy  Brian,  and  widow  of 
John  Devereux,  who  that  year  married  Sir  Henry  le 
Scrope,  of  Malhatn.  She  died  in  the  8 th  year  of 
king  Henry  IV.  being  then  poffefled  of  this  manor 
of  Afh,  and  others  in  thele  parts,  and  leaving  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Robert  Lovel,  her  lifter  and  next  heir. 

James  Boteler,  earl  of  WiltQiire,  fon  and  heir  of 
James,  fourth  earl  of  Ormond,  afterwards  poflefled 
it.  He  had  been,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  ad- 
herence to  the  Lancaftrians,  in  the  27  th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  ralfed  to  the  title  of  earl  of  WiltQiire,  and 
afterwards  made  lord-treafurer  and  knight  of  the  Gar- 
ter, being  in  the  battle  of  Xowtonfield,  in  Vorklhire, 
fought  on  Palm  Sunday,  anno  2 king  Edward  IV. 
wherein  the  Yorkifts  obtained  the  vidory,  he  was 
taken,  and  afterwards  beheaded  at  Newcaftle;  and 
beino-  attainted  in  parliament  that  year  with  Jafper, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  and  others,  for  procuring  foreign 
princes  to  invade  the  realm,  he  was  adjudged  to  for- 
feit all  his  lands,  upon  which  this  manor  came  to  the 
crown,*  and  was  granted  from_  thence,  by  Edward  IV. 
in  his  14th  year,  together  with  other  eftates  of  the 
earl  of  Wiltlhire  attainted,  to  Henry  vifcount  Bour- 
chier,  earl  of  ElTex,  in  confideration  of  his  fervices, 
to  hold  to  him,  and  Tlabel  his  wife,  the  king  s aunt, 
and  the  heirs  of  their  two  bodies  lawfully  begotten. 
In  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  he  bore  the  title 
of  earl  of  Ewe ; afid  in  the  25th  year  he  was  furn- 
moned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  vilcount  Bour- 
chier ; and  anno  1 king  Edivard  IV.  he  was  created 
earl  of  Effex.  He  died  in  the  23d  year  of  that  reign, 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  659.  Ib.  vol.  il.  p.  235.  Cot.  Rec.  p. 
671.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  129. 
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being  then  pofleffed  of  this  manor,  as  his  widow  Ifa- 
bel  was  at  her  deceafe,  anno  2 king  Richard  III/  He 
left  Henry  Bourchier,  his  grandfon,  his  next  heir, 
who,  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  had  a fpecial 
poITeffion  granted  of  all  the  lands  which  he  was  heir 
to,  or  which  of  right  defcended  to  him.*' 

He  feems  to  have  palled  away  this  manor  to  Sir 
Edward  Poynings,  a famous  foldier  in  his  time,  who 
having  been  faithful  to  Henry  earl  oI  Richmond,  in 
his  diftrefles,  was  much  careHed  by  him,  after  he  at- 
tained the  crown  by  the  title  of  Henry  VII.  being 
made  of  his  privy-council,  governor  of  Dover-callle, 
knight  of  the  Garter,  and  lord  warden  of  the  five 
ports.  He  died  polTefled  of  it  in  the  14th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  as  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken 
that  year  after  his  death,  when  leaving  no  legitimate 
iffue,  his  eftates  efcheated  to  the  crown.®  King 
Henry  VIII.  granted  this  manor  to  Thomas  Crom- 
well, earl  of  Eflex,  on  whofe  attainder  and  execution, 
in  the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign,  it  reverted  again  to  the 
crown,  where  it  ftaid  but  a fhort  time;  for  that  king, 
in  his  36th  year,  granted  it,  among  other  premifes, 
to  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  knt.  to  hold  in  capite  by  fealty 
only.**  His  lands  were  difgavelled  by  the  a6t  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI.  he  died  in  1566,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  William  Bowes,  his  fon  and  heir, 
rvho  died  without  male  ilTue,  leaving  two  daughters 
and  coheirs,  of  whom  Elizabeth  married  William 
Buggin,  and  Anne  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Edmund 
Fowler,'  who,  in  right  of  their  refpedive  wives,  be- 
came joint  pofleflbrs  of  this  manor ; but  on  a parti- 

^ Rot.  Efch.  and  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  130. 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  130. 

• Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  136,  233. 

Rot  Efch.ejus  an.  pt.  16.  See  more  of  the  family  of  Bowes, 
under  North  Cray,  vol.  i.  p.  149. 

' Philipott,  p.  54.  In  the  ift  year  of  queen  Anne,  an  aft  pafled 
to  confirm  this  partition. 
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tion  of  their  inheritance,  in  1634,  it  became  the  foie 
property  of  Sir  Edmund  Fowler,  whofe  family  was 
of  Iflington,  of  whom  Sir  Thomas  Fowler,  by  Jane 
Charlet  his  wife,  had  two  fons  ; Sir  Thomas  Fowler, 
who  was,  in  1628,  created  a baronet;  which  branch 
is  extinA ; and  Sir  Edmund  Fowler  above  mentioned; 
Several  of  this  family  lie  buried  in  Iflington  church, 
where  are  their  arms.  Azure  on  a chevron  argent,  be- 
tween three  fowls  or,  as  many  grqfj'esformee  gules.  He 
died  in  1645,  and  by  his  will,  devifed  it  to  his  only 
fon,  Nich.  Fowler,  efq.  whofe  fon,  Edmund,  leaving 
an  only  daughter,  Ihe,  in  1718,  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Multon  Lambard,  efq.  afterwards  knighted. 

He  died  in  1758;  without  ilTue,  leaving  his  widow 
furviving,  who  poilefled  this  manor  for  hei  life,  and 
died  in  1780  ; upon  which  it  became  veiled  m Mul- 
ton Lambard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  the  prefent  owner 
of  it.  There  is  a court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 

The  MANOR  OF  Halywell,  alias  Hodsoll, 
took  the  former  of  thofe  names  from  the  Benedictine 
nunnery  of  Halywell,  near  Shoreditch  ; and  the  lat- 
ter, moil  probably,  from  the  family  of  Hodfoll,  once 
leflees  of  it  under  the  priory.  In  the  14th  year  of 
king  Edward  II.  the  priorefs  of  this  nunnery  liad 
certain  liberties  granted  for  this  eilate  m Aih.  On 
the  diflblution  of  this  houfe,  in  the  rpgn  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  the  eftates  belonging  to  it  came  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  Mar- 
tin Bowes,  fmce  which  it  has  had  the  fame  owners  as 
the  manor  of  Aih  above  mentioned,  the  prefent  poi- 
feflbr  of  it  being  Multon  Lambard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke. 
There  is  a court  leet  held  for  this  manoi.  - . . , 
The  MANOR  OF  South  Ash,  the  hamlet  of  which 
is  fituated  about  a mile  fouthward  from  Aih  church, 
was.formerly  held  by  a family 

from  it.  In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  John 
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de  Southefshe  was  owner  of  it,  and  then  paid  aid  for 
it,  as  tw'o  parts  of  a knight’s  fee,  holding  it  of  the 
manor  of  Kemfing  and  Seal,  as  that  was  again  of  the 
earl  of  Leiceftcr. 

After  this  family  w'as  extinct  here,  it  came  into  the 
pofl'effion  of  the  Huddyflioles.  William  Huddylhole, 
alias  Hudfoll,  pofleffed  it  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  V. 
and  VI.  Mr.  John  Huddylhole  was  owner  of  it  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by 
his  Ton  of  the  fame  name,  as  he  w'as  by  his  fon,  Mr. 
William  Hodfoll,  gent,  who  died  in  1585,  and  lies 
buried  in  this  church,  as  do  many  of  his  defcendants. 
The  Hodfolls  bear  for  their  arms,  Azure^  zvavy^ 
hetw.  three  jlone fountains  or  wells  argent^  which  fefs  w'as 
not  borne  anticntly  by  them.  Philipott  fuppofes  that 
the  three  wells  in  their  arms  allude  to  the  name  of 
Halyw'ell,  or  Holyw'ell;  perhaps  they  might  take  it 
from  their  being  tenants  to  that  priory,  for  their  ef- 
tate  of  Halyw'ell  in  this  parilli.  From  Mr.  William 
Hodfoll  this  manor,  as  well  as  Hodloll-flreet,  in  this 
parilh,  continued  in  an  uninterrupted  fucceflion  to 
his  defcendant,  William  Hodfoll,  gent,  of  Dartford 
and  South  Afli,  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1776, 
without  iflue,  and  by  his  will  devifed  them  (after  his 
widow’s  deceafe)  to  his  couiin,  Mr.  Charles  Hodfoll, 
of  Alh,  who  is  the  prefent  poffefTorof  them.^ 

There  is  a court  Hill  held  for  this  manor,  which  is 
within  the  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter. 

There  was  antiently  another  manor  in  this  parifli, 
called  the  manor  of  Afh  likewife,  and  in  later  times, 
Ash,  alias  St.  John’s  Ash,  from  its  becoming  the 
property  of  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  who 
united  it  as  an  appendage  to  their  manor  of  St.  John’s, 
in  Sutton-at-Hone. 

This  was  once  the  eftate  of  the  family  of  Latimer; 
one  of  whom,  William  de  Latimer,  fenlor,  obtained 

\ See  Philipott,  p.  55. 
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a grant  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  of  a i^r- 
ket  on  a Thurfday  at  this  manor  of  A(h,  and  a fair  on 
the  feaft  of  the  apoftles  Peter  and  Paul,  and  free  war- 
ren within  all  his  demefne  lands  of  it.®  He  died  pol* 
felled  of  it  in  the  ill  year  of  king  Edward  III.  His 
grandfon,  William  de  Latimer,  held  it  in  the  20th 
year  of  that  reign,  and  then  paid  aid  for  it,  as  the 
fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  held  of  Roger  de  Mow- 
bray, who  held  it  again  of  the  king. 

This  manor  came  into  the  name  of  Creflel,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Richard  II.  foon  after  which  it  was 
given  to  the  Knights  Elofpitallers  of  St.  John  of  Je- 
rufalem  j who,  as  appears  by  their  rentals,  united  it 
as  an  appendage  to  their  manor  of  Sutton-at-Hone, 
in  this  neigbourhood,  after  which  it  fcems  never  to 
have  had  a feparate  court  held  for  it,  fo  that  it  foon 
loft  all  name  and  diftindion  of  a feparate  manor.  On 
the  diflblution  of  thefe  knights,  in  the  3 2d  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  their  lands  and  pofleffions  became 
veiled  in  the  crown  ; fince  which  this  eftate  has  had 
the  fame  fucceffion  of  owners  as  the  manors  of  St. 
John  and  Sutton,  mentioned  above  ; in  the  partition 
of  which,  made  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  be- 
tween Sir  Randyll  Cranfield  and  Sarah  countefs  of 
Leicefter  (which  is  laid  to  be  of  the  manors  of  St, 
John,  alias  Sutton-at-Hone,  and  of  A^hjuxta  Kingf- 
downe)  the  quit-rents  of  it  in  this  parilh  were  divided, , 
as  is  mentioned  therein,  between  the  coparceners ; 
and  as  fuch  they  are  now  become  the  property  of 
William  and  John  Mumford,  efqrs.  lords  of  the  fe- 
parate moieties  of  that  manor. 

ScoTGROVE  was  very  antiently  the  eftate  of  a fa- 
mily named  Torpel,  and  was  once  accounted  a manor. 
In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  William  de  Fauke- 
ham  held  this  eftate  of  Mabilla,  widow  of  John  de 
Torpel,  who  had  granted  it  to  him  and  his  heirs,  in 

» Rot.  Pat.  ejus  an.  No.  21.  Rot.  Efc.  Dug.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  31- 
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frank  fee,  to  hold  by  the  fervice  of  the  fourth  part  of 
a knight’s  fee ; which  fervice  and  grant  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  that  king^,  under  his  feal.  His  fon  and 
heir,  Jeffry  de  Faukeham  held  it  in  like  manner  by 
knight’s  fervice,  and  enfeoffed  Richard  de  Gatewyk 
in  it,  who  left  three  fons ; of  whom  John,  the  eldeft, 
died  before  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  II. 

There  was  a remarkable  fuit  commenced  before  the 
Kentifh  judges  itinerant  in  the  above  year,  by  Rich- 
ard  and  William  de  Gatewyk,  fons  of  John  above 
mentioned,  for  their  reafonable  parts  of  the  inheri  ’ 
tance  of  their  father  in  Afh,  againfl  Catherine  and 
her  two  fifters,  upon  the  plea  that  no  one  could  change 
gavelkind  (as  thefe  lands  were  before  the  grant  of 
Mabilla  de  Torpel)  into  frankfree,  but  the  king  and 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury ; and  that  only  for  fuch 
lands  as  were  held  immediately  of  them.  This  fuit, 
from  the  nicety  of  the  matter,  was  removed  into  the 
common  pleas;  and,  notwithftanding  the  king  di- 
rected his  writ  to  the  judges,  informing  them  of 
his  prerogative  to  change  the  tenure  and  defeent  of 
gavelkind  lands,  yet  there  is  nothing  further  appears 
on  the  roll,  though  the  continuances  were  entered 
for  two  years  or  more.  However,  it  is  plain,  by  the 
time  taken  to  confider  of  the  matter,  that  the  infor- 
mation given  by  the  king’s  writ,  to  the  court,  did  by 
no  means  fatisfy  their  doubt.  Richard  de  Gatewyk 
was  found  to  have  releafed  his  right  as  to  his  pur- 
party;  upon  which  judgment  was  given  againft  him, 
and  the  fuit  was  carried  on  by  his  brother  William, 
for  his  fliare  only  of  the  inheritance.^ 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  William  dc 
Warren  paid  aid  for  the  manor  of  Scotgrove  (as  it  is 
called  in  the  book  for  collecting  it)  as  one  fourth 
part  of  a knight’s  fee,  which  John  de  Gatewyk  held 
in  Aflie,  at  Scotgrove,  of  Roger  de  Moubray,  and  he 

*'  Robinfon’s  Gavelkind,  p.  55. 
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of  the  king.  In  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II.  the 
Frankenbams  were  lords  of  the  fee,  who  before  the 
end  of  king  Henry  V.  were  extinft  here,  and  it  then 
came  into  the  poffeflion  of  the  Culpepers,  in  whom 
it  continued  till  Jocofa,  daughter  and  heir  of  Ni- 
cholas Culpeper,  carried  this  manor,  then  held  of  Sir 
Edward  Poynings,  as  of  his  manor  of  Alh,  by  knights 
fervice,  in  marriage  to  Walter  Lewknor,  who  was 
feated  at  Warbleton,  in  Suflex,  and  was  the  fifth  fon 
of  Sir  Thomas  Lewknor,.  of  Goring,  in  Effex,  who 
bore  for  his  arms,  Azure ^ three  chevroneh  argent.  He 
died  pofleffed  of  it  in  the  13th  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
left  it  to  Humphry  Lewknor,  efq.  his  fon  and  heir 
wLo  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Thomas  Fane,  gent.  01 
London,  the  third  fon  of  John  Fane,  efq.  alias  Vane, 
of  Tunbridge,  who  died  in  the  24th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  his  eltates 
in  this  parifii  to  his  fon  Thomas  Fane;  from  which 
name  it  went,  after  fome  time,  to  Walter  ;*  and 
thence  to  Lambarde,  in  which  family  it  ftill  conti- 
nues, the  inheritance  of  it  being  now  vefted  in  Mu  - 
ton  Lambard,  efq.  of  Sevenoke.  _ , . n , 

There  was  once  a chapel  belonging  to  this  eltate, 
the  foundations  of  which  are  ftill  vifible  in  a wood, 
called  Chapel-wood,  in  this  parilh where  there  are 
other  foundations  of  buildings  near  it,  and  a well  now 


covered  over. 

CHARITIES. 

of  Fawkham,  and  then  return  to  his  manfion  hoiife  there,  whe.e 

w"R^^N'gavlbrwiil,in  1568,  for  the  poor  of 
.h'7;arifo:re«mn^St  oflLd,  vefted  .in  Sarah  Upton,  of 
the  annual  produce  of  is,  8d. 

i Rot,  ejus  an.  PhUipott,  p.  55.  See  Cuflumal  Rofi-.  p.  64.  • 
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Richard  Miller  gave  by  will,  in  1670,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
• poor,  a yearly  rent,  payable  out  of  land,  veiled  in  Win.  Gold- 
imith,  of  the  annual  prodiufl  of  i6s. 

Nicholas  Courtney  gave  by  will,  for  the  like  ufe,  one  te- 
nement and  half  ail  acre  of  land. 

Saul  Axwoor,  A.  M,  gave  by  will,  in  i 735,  afum  of  money 
towards  the  eftablifhing  a free  fchool,  for  the  benefit  of  the  children 
of  the  poor  ot  this  parifh,  the  fame  being  payable  out  of  land 
yelled  in  John  Frend,  of  the  annual  produce  of  20I.  and  for  pens, 
ink,  and  paper,  for  the  fchool,  a yearly  fum,  ifluing  out  of  land, 
veiled  in  Richard  Gee,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il.  and  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  trullees,  at  the  annual  meeting,  a yearly 
fum,  veiled  in  the  fame,  and  of  the  annual  product  of  10s.  and 
for  bread,  to  be  given  yearly  to  the  poor  on  Good  Friday,  a 
yearly  fum,  ilTuing  but  of  land  veiled  in  the  fame,  and  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  il. 

1 HOM  AS  Com  PORT,  as  antient  people  affirm,  gave  a benefac- 
tion of  20s.  per  annum,  and  the  piece  of  ground,  bound  for  the 
payment  of  it,  is  called  Sandy  Croft,  lying  at  the  upper  end  of  a 
field,  called  W hitecroft.  It  is  now  veiled  in  the  heirs  of  Jofeph 
Coxe,  and  land  tax  dedu£led,  is  of  the  annual  produce  of  i6s. 

Ash  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  It 
confifts  of  three  ifles  and  three  chancels,  having  a fpire 
.fteeple  at  the  well  end,  in  which  are  three  bells.  The 
altar  piece  was  erefted  at  the  coft  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Atwood,  formerly  redor  of  this  parifh. 

Among  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it,  are  the  follow- 
ing : In  the  chancel^  a grave  Hone,  with  the  figure  of  a man  in 
brafs,  and  infcription,  for  Richard  Galon,  redor,  ob.  Feb.  14, 
1465.  On  the  louth  wall,  a monument,  and  under  it  a grave- 
llone,  and  infcription  on  brafs,  for  Thomas  Maxfield,  S.T.P.  rec- 
tor of  this  church  and  Ridley,  obt.  Sep.  12,  1605,  vert  a 
crofs  ingrailed  ermine;  on  the  north  fide  a Hone  and  like  infcrip- 
tion for  Joan  his  wife.  In  the  nave,  a flone,  and  infcription  on 
brafs,  forWm.  Hodfoll,  gent,  of  South  Alli,  ob.  1586;  arms, 
three  llone  fountains ; on  another,  clofe  to  it,  for  Wm.  Hodfoll, 
gent,  of  South  Alli,  ob.  1616.  In  the  chancel,  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Hodfoll,  and  lying  north  of  the  redor’s  chancel,  among 
^ for  Wm.  Hodfoll,  gent,  of  South  Alli ; ob. 

1663  ; he  married  firll  Heller,  daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  Sylyard. 
of  Ightham  ; 2dly,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Grawick, 
gent,  of  Suflex ; arms,  a fefs  wavy,  between  three  Hone  foun- 
tains, mipaling tliree  rundles,  each  charged  with  a fret;  another 

for 
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for  capt.  John  Hodlbll,  of  South  Afli,  ob.  1683  ; arms,  Hodfoll 
impaling  a chevron  ermine,  between  three  leopards  paflant ; ano- 
ther for  Wm.  Hodfoll,  efq,  of  South  Afli,  fon  of  the  above,  obt. 
1699.  A memorial  for  John  Hodfoll,  gent,  eldeft  fon  of  Wm. 
Hodfoll,  gent,  late  of  South  Afli,  obt.  1 720.  In  the  Fowler's  chancel^ 
fouth  of  the  reftors,  on  a fouth  wall,  is  a marble  monument  and  in- 
fcription  for  lady  Anne,  fecond  wife  of  Sir  hidward  fowler,  of  tliis 
parifli,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Brabifon,  baron  of  Ardey,  fifler 
6f  William  earl  of  Eftmeath,  and  widow  of  Samuel  Alymer,  efq. 
of  Suffolk,  by  whom  flie  had  three  fons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  Anthony  Alymer,  the  third  fon,  married  Anne,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Edmund  Fowler  aforefaid.  Alice,  the  fecond  daugh- 
ter, was  then  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Fowler,  efq.  the  only  fon  and 
heir  of  the  .aforefaid  Sir  Edmund  Fowler,  who,  as  well  as  the  lady 
Anne  his  wife,  died  in  i645.’‘ 

The  church  of  Afl'i,  from  very  early  times,  be- 
longed to  the  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jeriifalem,  the 
prior  and  brethren  of  which  received  from  it  an  an- 
nual penfion  of  ten  marcs  fterling.'  At  the  dilTolu- 
tion  of  the  priory,  in  the  32d  of  king  Henry  Vlll. 
this  church,  with  other  pofl'efiions  belonging  to  it, 
were  given  to  the  king;  and  he,  in  the  36th  year  of 
his  reign,  granted  it,  among  other  premifes,  to  Sir 
Martin  Bowes  ; fince  which  it  has  palfed,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  manor  of  Afh,  to  Multon  Lambard, 
efq.  of  Sevenoke,  who  is  the  prefent  patron  of  it. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  36th  year,  granted  to  Jane 
Wilkinfon,  widow,  among  other  premifes,  the  abov6 
mentioned  penfion  of  61.  13s.  qd.  from  the  reftory  of 
Afli,  late  belonging  to  the  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
falem,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.  In  1650, 
this  penfion  belonged  to  the  poor  of  the  parifli  of ' 
Barking,  in  Eflex,  who  are  at  this  time  intitled  to  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church 
was  valued  at  twenty  marcs."" 

^ See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church,  at  large, 
in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  779. 

‘ Reg.  Rolf.  p.  126,  128.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  20. 

® Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  Pari.  Surv.Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xix. 

By 
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By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  enquiry,  iffiiing  out  of 
chancery,  by  order  of  the  flate,  in  1650,  it  was  re- 
turned, that  Ath  was  a parfonage,  with  a houfe,  and 
eleven  acres  of  glebe  land,  all  worth  1 20I.  per  annum, 
one  mafter  Thomas  Morris  enjoying  it,  and  paying 
out  of  it  61.  13s.  4d.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Bark- 
ing in  Effex.  The  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king’s 
books,  at  9I.  1 8s.  4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  19s. 
lod." 

CHURCH  OF  JSH. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  ivhom  Jirefented. 


Ladv  Lambard. 

I 

Mutton  Lambard,  ef(^ 


» Bacon's  Lib.  Regis, 

« Reg,  Roff.  p.  344. 

P SeePrynne,  p.  709. 
n He  lies  boried  in  this  church, 
f Alfo  reflor  of  Ridley,  He  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  this  church. 
Wood's  Ath,  vol.  i.  Fafti,  p,  155. 

• Pari,  Surveys,  ibid, 
t By  the  Bartholomew  aft. 
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Gregory,  in  1242.* 

Henry  Beaufitz,  anno  25  Ed.  I.’’ 
Richard  Galon,  obt.  Feb.  14, 
1465.“’ 

Thomas  Maxfield,  D,  D.  obt, 
Sep,  12, 

William  Baker,  A,M,  in  1626. 
Thomas  Morris,  in  1650,’ 
William  Noakes,  ejeft.  in  1662.* 
Edward  Chrifimas,  in  1715* 

Raty,  refigned, 

Clements. 

Samuel  Atwood,  A.M.  ob.  i 701, 
Samuel  Atwood,  A.M,  inftituted 
March  14,  1701,  obt.  April 

■ 24,  1735-“ 

John  Pery,  D,  D.  i735>  °ht, 
I 768.'* 

John  Pery,  M.A.  i 768,  refigned 

1777." 

William  James,  ob.  Dec.  1779*^ 
Charles  Whitehead,  A.M.  1780.* 
Thomas  Lambard,  A.  M.  i 784* 
Prefent  reftor. 

n Son  of  the  former.  He  g.ive  the 
altar-piece  now  remaining  in  this 
church. 

w Alfo  vicar  of  Farninghara. 

» Son  of  the  former, 
y He  was  buried  at  Lee. 

* Feb.  1780,  difpenfation  for  him 
to  hold  the  reftory  of  Alh,  with  Eaft 
Grinfted,  ia  Suficx. 
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NEXT  to  Afh,  fouth' weft  ward,  lies  Kingfdown, 
called  in  antient  records  Khigledune^  and  Kingejdime^ 

This  parifh  is  near  two  miles  and  a half  in  length, 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  about  a mile  in  width.  It 
lies  among  the  hills,  on  high  ground  in  general,  the 
foil  of  it  is  moftly  very  thin  and  poor,  conlifting  either 
of  chalk  or  a dark  red  earth,  covered  with  a rotten 
kind  of  flint  ftones  ; it  has  in  general  a very  unpleafant 
and  drear}'^  appearance.  The  village  of  Kingfdown  is 
fituated  about  twenty-one  miles  from  London,  on  the 
high  road  from  London  through  Farningham,  towards 
Wrotham  and  Maidftone.  The  church  ftands  by  it- 
felf,  very  remarkably,  in  the  midft  of  a wood  of  near 
eighty  acres,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  village, 
and  about  half  a mile  fouth  ward  from  it  is  the  eftate  of 
Woodland.  At  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  parifh  is 
Hever,  with  a large  wood  eaftward  of  it,  and  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  high  road,  at  the  foot  of  the  hills, 
Maplefcombe,  with  the  ruins  of  the  chapel. 

It  appears,  by  the  certificates  of  knights  fees,  deli- 
' vered  into  the  exchequer,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  11. 
that  Reginald  de  Cornhill,  who  refided  at  Minfter,  in 
Thanet,  and  was  fheriff  of  this  county  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  held  one 
knight’s  fee  in  Kingfdown,  of  William  Fitzhelt,  who 

held  it  of  the  king  in  capite^ 

The  family  of  St.  John,  ofBafing,  next  held  this 
manor,  immediately  of  the  king,  of  whom  it  was  again 
held  by  the  Fitzbernards.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.^ 
John  Fitzbernard  held  this  manor  of  Kingfdown,  ot 
the  king  in  capite,  and  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  55^^^ 

‘Text.  RofF.  p.  153.  Reg.  Lib.  Ruhr.  Scacc. 

Roff.p.  3,  653,  &c. 

year 
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year  of  that  reign,''  foon  after  which  this  eftate  feems 
to  have  been  divided  into  moieties ; and  Philipott 
fnys^  there  were  two  manors,  called  North-court  and 
South- court,  which  made  up  the  eftate  held  here  by 
the  P'itzbernards ; the  names  of  which  I never  yet  met 
with  in  any  records ; though  if  there  were  fuch,  it  is 
moft  probable  thefe  were  the  names  given  to  the  fepa- 
rate  moieties  on  this  divifion.  However  that  may  be, 
one  of  the  above  moieties  defcended  to  Ralph,  fon  of 
John  P'itzbernard  before-mentioned,  who  died  poflelTed 
of  it  in  the  34th  year  of  king  Edward  I.**  He  left  a 
fon  Thomas,  and  a daughter  Margaret,  married  to 
Guncelin  de  Badlefmerej  which  Thomas  died  without 
ilTue,  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  and  Bona  his 
wife  held  it  in  dower ; on  whofe  deceafe,  two  years 
after,  it  was  found  that  the  reverfion  belonged  to 
Giles,  fon  of  Bartholomew,  the  fon  of  Guncelin  de 
Badlefmere,  and  Margaret  Fitzbernard  before-men- 
tioned. He  died  in  the  12th  year  of  Edward  III. 
without  ifllie,  leaving  his  four  fillers  his  heirs  ; Maud, 
wife  of  John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford  j Margery,  wife 
of  William  lord  Roos.  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Wil- 
liam de  Bohun,  earl  of  Northampton,  but  before  of 
Edmund  Mortimer ; and  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  John 
Tibetot,  orTiptoft. 

But  to  return  to  the  other  moiety,  which  feems  to 
have  continued  in  the  name  of  Fitzbernard,  for  Sir 
John  Fitzbernard  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  Robert 
Fitzbernard  before  held  of  Johnde  St.  John,  and  he  of 
the  king. 

Sir  John  Fitzbernard  died  poflefied  of  this  part  of 
Kingfdown  manor,  in  the  35th  year  of  that  reign, 
without  iflue,'  on  which  it  devolved  to  the  four  fillers 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  No.  5,  » Rot.  Efch.  ehis  an. 

**  Ibid,  anno  34,  No.  54. 
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of  Giles  de  Badlcfmere,  as  his  heirs,  and  next  of  kin, 
and  they  then  polTeflcd  the  whole  of  this  manor  as  one 
knight’s  fee. 

In  the  divifion  of  it  among  them,  it  does  not  feem 
that  Maud,  wife  of  John,  earl  of  Oxford,  had  any  part 
of  it. 

Margery,  wife  of  William  lordRoos,  became  entitled 
to  a fourth  part  of  this  manor,  held  capite,  by 
knight’s  fervice,  which  her  great  grandfon  I'homas, 
being  attainted  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  for 
fupporting  the  caufe  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter,  forfeited 
with  his  life  to  the  crown.’ 

This  family  of  Roos  bore  for  their  arms,  Giiks^  3 
water  bougets  argent’,  which  coat  remains  in  many  places 
in  and  about  the  cathedral  of  Canterbury,  as  well  in  the 
windows  as  ftone-work.  The  Ros’s  of  Horton  Kirkby 
were  ofa  different  family,  and  bore.  Or,  3 rofes,  gules} 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Bohun,  earl  of  Nor- 
thampton, became  poflelfed  of  two  other  parts  of  a 
moiety  of  it,**  which  continued  in  her  defeendants,  by 
Edmund  Mortimer,  her  firft  hulband,  down  to  Anne, 
only  furviving’  lifter  of  Edmund  Mortimer,  earl  of 
March,  on  whole  death,/,  p}  flie  intitled  her  hulband 
Richard,  earl  of  Cambridge,  to  the  poircffion  of  his 
intereft  in  it,  whofe  Ion  Richard,  duke  of  York,  father 
of  king  Edward  IV.  who  was  flain  exerting  his  endea- 
vours to  fecure  the  crown,  to  his  pofterity,  was  flain  in 
the  battle  of  Wakefield,  in  Yorkfhire,  in  the  30th  of 
king  Henry  VI. 

He  died  polTelTed  of  the  above  two  parts  of  this 
manor,  as  was  found  by  the  inquifition,  which,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  confufion  of  thofe  times,  was  not  taken  till 
the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  when  the  king  was 
found  to  be  his  eldcft  fon,  and  next  heir. 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  59.  ’ Ibid.  p.  131,  Rot.  Efch.  See* 

« Ibid.  more  of  the  Mortimers  uu- 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol,  i.  p.  186.  der  Erith. 
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Margaret,  the  youngeft  fitter  and  coheir  of  Giles  dc 
Badlefmere,  wife  of  Sir  John  Tibetot,  had  for  her  (hare 
the  remaining  fourth  part  of  this  manor.  Their  fon 
and  heir,  Sir  Thomas  Tibetot,  died  polfeffed  of  it 
anno  46  king  Edward  III.''  leaving  three  daughters  hi& 
coheirs  ; of  whom  the  youngett  ElizalDeth,  married 
Sir  Philip  le  Defpencer,'  and  he,  in  his  wife’s  right, 
poffeflcd  this  part  of  the  manor  of  Kingfdown,  for  his 
life,  and  died  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  the 
inheritance  of  it  then  belonging  to  Margery,  their 
daughter  and  heir,  the  wife  of  Roger  Wentworth,  efq.*" 
her  firtt  hufband  having  been  John,  lord  Roos,  of 
Hamlake,  great  grandfon  of  Margery,  by  William  lord 
Roos,  before  mentioned.  She  furvived  both  her  huf- 
bands,  and  died  in  the  i8th  year  of  king  Edward  IV. 
poflefled  ot  this  fourth  part  of  this  manor,  which  then 
efeheated  to  the  crown,  but  by  what  means,  I do  not 
find. 

The  whole  manor  of  Kingfdown,  being  again  thus 
united  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  remained  there  till 
king  Henry  VIII.  in  his  36th  year,  granted  it,  together 
with  certain  woods  here,  containing  one  hundred  and 
eicrhty  fix  acres,  and  other  premifes  elfewhere,  to  Jane 
Wilkinfon,  widow,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fer- 
vice  i"  and  ttie,  the  next  year,  alienated  this  manor, 
with  the  other  premifes  in  Kingfdown,  to  Thomas,  fon 
of  Martin  Bowes,  to  hold  of  the  king  in  like  manner.* 
He  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  colonel  Richard  Lovelace, 
of  Hever,  in  this  parifli,  who  was  afterwards  knighted, 
and  was  of  Lovelace -place,  in  Betherfden.  He  died 
in  1658,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Bride’s  church,  Lon- 
don. His  ancettor  Launcelot  Lovelace,  was  of  Bay- 
ford,  in  Sittingbourne,  and  purchafed  the  manor  of 
Hever,  in  this  parilh.  By  the  daughter  and  heir  of 

Dugcl.  Bsr.  vol.  ii.  p.  16 1.  Rot.  Efch. 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  " Ibid,  ejus  an.  pt.  20. 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii  p.  40.  " Ibid.  pt.  8. 
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Eynfham  he  left  three  fons ; Sir  Richard,  of  Be- 
therfden,  who  was  marflial  of  Calais,  and  died  with- 
out ifiue  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  William, 
of  whom  hereafter  j and  J ohn,  who  was  anceftor  to 
Sir  Richard  Lovelace,  created  by  king  Charles  I.  in 
his  jd  year,  baron  Lovelace,  of  Hurley,  in  Berklliire ; 
which  branch  is  now  extinil. 

William,  the  fecond  Ton  of  Lancelot,  died  In  1501, 
leaving  two  fons ; John,  whole  defcendants  fettled  at 
Bayford,  In  Sittingbourn ; and  William,  whole  fon 
William  was  a ferjeant-at-law,  and  refidcd  at  the  White 
FViars,  in  Canterbury,  who  died  anno  1576,  and  was 
buried  in  Chrlft-church,  Canterbury,  leaving  ilfue  Sir 
William  Lovelace,  of  Betherfden,  who  by  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Aucher,  efq.  of  Blfliopf- 
borne,  had  i)ir  William  Lovelace,  of  Woolwich,  who 
was  killed  at  the  Grill.  Ele  married  Anne,  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Barnes,  of  Woolwich,  by  whom  he  had 
four  fons ; Richard,  of  Hever,  in  this  parilli,  before- 
mentioned  J Francis,  William,  and  Dudley  Pollhumus 
Lovelace.  This  branch  of  the  family,  feated  In  Kent, 
bore  for  their  arms,  Gules,  on  a chief  indented  argent,  3 
martlets  fable.  The  lords  Lovelace  bore  the  chief 
fable  and  the  martlets  argentd^ 

But  to  return  to  colonel  Richard  Lovelace,  who 
left  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Margaret,  who  carried  it, 
together  with  Hever,  and  a moiety  of  Chipfted,  both 
in  this  parifh,  in  marriage  to  Henry  Coke,  efq.  of 
Thurrington,  in  Suffolk,  fifth  fon  of  the  lord  chief 
juftice  Coke,  who  was  defeended  from  William  Coke, 
of  Doddington,  in  Norfolk,  mentioned  in  a deed 
dated  the  8th  year  of  king  John,  bearing  for  his  arms. 
Party  per  pale  gules,  and  azure,  g eagles  difplayed  ar- 
gent. Henry  Coke  before-mentioned  had,  by  Mar- 

P Viftn.  CO.  Kent,  16 ig,  pedigr.  Lovelace.  Coll.  Peer.  edit. 
1735,  vol.  iv.  p.  217.  Wood’s  .Ath.  vol.ii.  p.228.  Granger’s 
Biog.  Hift.  vol.  ii.  p.  493. 
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garet  his  wife  four  fons ; of  whom  only  Richard,  the 
cldeft,  and  Ciriac  were  married ; but  from  the  latter 

there  is  no  iflTue  remaining. 

Richard  Coke,  efq.  was  of  Thurrington,  and  on  his 
father’s  death  pofleffed  thefe  eftates  in  Kingfdown.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Rous,  bart.  of 
Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  one  fon,  Robert  Coke,  efq. 
who,  on  the  death  of  John  Coke,  efq.  of  Holkham,  in 
Norfolk,  (the  youngeftand  only  furviving  fon  of  John 
the  fourth  fon  of  the  chief  juftice)  who  died  unmarried, 
became  poflefled  of  that  feat,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  lord  chief  juftice  Coke’s  eftate. 

His  grandfon  Thomas  Coke,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon  of 
Edward,  in  1728,  was  created  baron  Lovell,  of  Minfter 
Lovell,  in  Oxfordftiire  ; and  in  1744?  vifeount  Coke, 
of  Holkham,  in  Norfolk,  and  earl  of  Leicefter.  ^ He 
married  the  lady  Margaret  Tufton,  third  furviving 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas,  earl  of  Thanet,  by  her 
he  had  an  only  fon,  Edward,  vifeount  Coke,  who  mar- 
ried the  lady  Mary,  youngeft  daughter  and  coheir  of 
John,  duke  of  Argyle  and  Greenwich,  but  died  without 
ilfue  in  his  father’s  life-time  in  1753.  The  earl  of 
Leicefter  died  in  1759,  leaving  his  lady  furviving  ; to 
whom  he  by  his  will  bequeathed  this  manor  of  Kingf- 
down,  Hever,  the  moiety  of  Chipfted  and  Maplef- 
combe,  and  his  other  eftates  in  this  parifti,for  her  life. 
Upon  whofe  death  they  came,  by  the  earl’s  will,  to 
his  nephew  Wenman  Roberts  Coke,  elq.  fon  of  co- 
lonel Philip  Roberts,  by  Anne  his  fifter.  He  was 
M.  P.  for  Norfolk,  and  died  in  1776,  leaving  two 
fons,  Thomas  William,  and  Edward,  and  two  daugh- 
ters. He  was  fucceeded  accordingly  by  the  earl’s  en- 
tail of  thefe  eftates,  by  his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas  William 
Coke,  efq.  w'ho  in  1784  fold  them  to  Duncan  Camp- 
bell, efq.  of  London,  merchant,  the  prefent  owner  of 
them. 

The  manor  of  Hever  was  part  of  the  pofleflions 
of  the  antient  family  of  Hever,  frequently  written  in 
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old  records  Evere^  who  were  of  Hever-caftle,  in  this 
county,  from  whom  this  place  took  its  name.  Wil- 
liam de  Hever  was  owner  of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  foon  after  which  he  died  without  male 
iflTuc,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs  ; of  whom  Joan 
married  Reginald  de  Cobham,  and  Margaret  was  the 
wife  of  Sir  Oliver  Brocas.  On  the  divifion  of  their 
inheritance,  Reginald  de  Cobham  became  entitled  to 
this  eftate.  He  was  called  of  Sterborough,  from  his 
refidence  at  that  caftle  in  Surry,  and  was  a younger  fon 
of  the  Cobhams,  of  Cobham,  in  this  county He 
was  fucceeded  here  by  his  fon  Reginald,  who  died  pol- 
feffed  of  Hever  in  the  J5th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
leaving  Joan  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Maurice  Berke- 
ley, furviving,  who  likewife  died  pofTelTed  of  it  in  the 
43d  year  of  that  reign.'^  One  of  their  delcendants  Ibid 
Hever  to  John  Urban,  whofe  fon  John  poIfelTed  it  at 
his  death  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  on  which 
it  came  to  his  lifter,  Emma  Penhale,  who  died  the  next 
year,  and  left  it  to  her  fon  ; and  he  conveyed  it  to 
Mr.  Lancelot  Lovelace,  who  by  will,  anno  1465,  gave 
it  to  William,  his  fecond  fon,  as  he  did  in  1501  to  his 
fecond  Ion  of  the  fame  name,  whofe  dire6l  defcendant, 
colonel  Richard  Lovelace,  fon  of  Sir  William,  who 
was  killed  at  the  Grill,  in  Holland,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  and  heir  Margaret,  fhe  carried  it,  with  other 
ellates  here,  in  marriage  to  Henry  Coke,  efq.  of  Thur- 
rington,  in  Suffolk,  in  whofe  delcendants  it  continued 
down,  with  the  manor  of  Kingfdown,  and  his  other 
eftates  in  this  parifh,  as  has  been  already  related,  to 
Thomas  Coke,  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  died  in  1759. 
After  which  it  at  length  deice  ii'Jed  by  his  will  to  his 
nephew  Wenman  Roberts  Coke,  efq.  whofe  fon  Tho- 
mas William  Coke,  efq.  in  1784  fold  it,  with  the  reft 
of  the  late  earl’s  eftates  in  this  parilh,  to  Mr.  Duncan 

<1  See  more  of  them  under  Chiddingftone. 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  66,  67. 

I i 


VOL.  II. 


Campbell, 


482  AXSTANE  HUNDRED. 

Campbell,  of  I.ondon,  merchant,  the  prefent  pofleflbr 
of  It.  The  arms  of  Lovelace,  together  with  the  fe- 
veral  quarterings  borne  by  this  family,  were  in  the 
windows  of  the  antient  chapel  belonging  to  this  feat, 
now  made  ufe  of  as  a farm-houfe,  which  chapel  has 
been  pulled  down  not  many  years  fince. 

Chepsted  is  another  manor  here,  which  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  was  held  by  William  de  Mow- 
bray and  William  de  Chepfted,  as  the  twentieth  part 
of  a knight’s  fee,  of  the  heirs  of  Ralph  Fitzbernard, 
who  again  held  it  of  the  king.®  In  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  the  heirs  of  John  de  Chepfted  paid 
aid,  for  the  twentieth  part  of  a knight’s  fee  here,  which 
Ifabella,  widow  of  Stephen  de  Kingfdown,  before  held, 
of  the  manor  of  Swanfcombe.  Adam  de  Chepfted 
died  pofiefled  of  this  manor,  in  the  41ft  year  of  that 
reign.' 

John  Martin,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  common 
pleas,  was  owner  of  this  manor  in  the  beginning  of 
king  Henry  Vi’s  reign  ; his  fon,  John  Martin,  in  the 
33d  year  of  that  reign,  alienated  it  to  Thomas  Under- 
down, of  Hartford;  who  not  long  after  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Richard  Thatcher,  of  Warbilton,  in  Suflex  ; and  he, 
in  the  1 9th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  fold  it  to  William 
At-Wode;  whofe  fon,  Robert  Wood,  alias  At-Wood, 
in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  demifed  one 
moiety  of  Chepfted  to  Nicholas  Taylor ; whofe  fon 
William  palfed  it  away,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary, 
to  Sir  John  Champneis,  of  Bexley.  He  died  pof- 
fefled  of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign.  Of  whofe 
fons,  Juftinian,  the  youngeft,  became  the  only  fur- 
vivor."  He  conveyed  this  moiety  by  fale  to  colonel 
Richard  Lovelace  ; whofe  daughter  and  foie  heir  Mar- 
garet, carried  it  in  marriage  to  Henry  Coke,  efq.  of 
Thurrington,  fince  which  this  moiety  of  Chepfted, 

* Book  of  Knights  Fees  in  the  ‘ Rot.  Efch.  No.  16. 
Exchequer.  “ See  Bexley,  p.  1 74. 
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called  for  diftinftion  Chepjled  Never ^ continued  with 
the  manor  ofKingfdown,  Hevcr,  &c.  in  this  parifli, 
as  has  been  already  related,  in  his  defcendants,  to  Tho- 
mas Coke,  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  died  poflefled  of  it 
in  1759,  after  which  it  defcended  by  his  will,  at  length 
to  his  nephew  Wenman  Roberts  Coke,  efq.  whofe  fon 
Thomas  William  Coke,  efq.  before-mentioned,  in  1784 
fold  it  to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  of  London,  mer- 
chant, the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  other  moiety  of  Chepfted  was  demifed  by  Ro- 
bert Wood,  alias  At-Wood,  in  the  2 2d  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  Sibill,  of  Littlemote,  in  Eynsford, 
from  which  name  it  was  carried  in  marriage  by  Anne, 
daughter  of  Lancelot  Sibillj  to  Mr.  John  Hope,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  pafled  it  away  by  fale 
to  Mr.  William  Hodfoll,  anceftor  of  Mr.  William 
Hodfoll,  of  South-Afli  and  Dartford,  in  this  county, 
who  died  pofirefled  of  one  third  of  it  in  1776,  and  by 
his  will  devifed  his  intereft  in  it  to  his  widow  for  her 
life,  who  afterwards  enjoyed  it;  but  the  property  of  it,  on 
her  death,  became  by  his  will,  veiled  in  his  coulin, 
Mr.  Charles  Hodfoll,  of  Alh.  The  other  two  thirds 
of  this  moiety  are  the  property  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Mr.  Edward  Hodfoll,  of  St.  Mary  Cray,  and  of  Ri- 
chard GeeCarew,  efq.  of  Orpington. 

Maplescombe,  written  in  the  ’Textus  Roffenjis  JSda^ 
peldrejkampe,'”  and  now  called  Mapfcumbe,  is  a manor, 
which  was  formerly  accounted  a parilli  by  itfclf,  though 
it  has  long  been  united  to  Kingfdown.  It  had  an- 
tiently  a good  feat  on  it,  the  ellate  belonging  to  which 
lay  partly  in  the  pariQi  of  Kingfdown,  and  partly  in 

that  of  Eynsford.  , . , , r 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey 
of  Domefday,  was  part  of  the  poflelTions  of  Odo,  bi- 
Hiop  of  Baieux,  the  Conqueror’s  half  brother.  It  was 
then  divided  into  two  feparate  eftates,  which  are  thus 


* Text.  Roff.  p.  229. 
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defcribed  In  that  record,  under  the  general  title  of  the  a 
bilhop  of’  Baieux's  lands.  ^ 

Anfgotus  de  Rochejier  holds  Mapledefcam  of  the  bijhop 
( of  Baietix ) for  half  a fuUng.  T'he  arable  land  is  ..  . 

In  demefne  there  is  i carncate^  with  1 'villein^  ri'td  4 1 

borderers  j and  4 fervants.  I here  is  i acre  of  meadozv^  ' 
and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  8 hogs^  and  1 6 pence  more. 

It  was  zvorth  4 pounds  ....  and  now  1 1 o fkillings.  \ 
Eujlan  held  it  of  king  Edward  the  ConfeJJ'or.  \ 

And  a little  further,  in  the  fame  record,  as  follows  : 
kVadard  holds  Moplfcap  of  the  bijbop  (of  Baieux).  I 
It  zvas  taxed  at  half  a fuling.  The  arable  land  is  tzvo  | 
canicates.  There  are  . with  i villein.,  and  4 bor-  | 
dererSy  and  5 fervants.,  and  1 acre  and  a half  of  mea~ 
dow  y zvood  for  the  pannage  of  8 hogSy  and  16  pence. 

It  was  worth  3 poundsy  and  now  6 pounds.  Ultan  held 
it  of  Harold. 

After  the  difgrace  of  this  great  man,  the  king  his  bro- 
ther confifcated  all  his  pofrefrions,part  of  which  were  af- 
terwards diftributed  to  certain  knights  for  the  defence  of 
Dover- caftle,  under  the  command  of  John  de  Fienes ; 
one  of  thefe  knights  was  William  deArfick,whofe  lands, 
given  to  him  on  this  account,  made  up  what  was  called 
the  barony  of  Arfick,  in  which  one  of  thefe  eftates 
before-mentioned  was  at  leaft  included,  being  held  of  j 
it  as  one  knight’s  fee  as  of  the  caftle  of  Dover,  to  1 

which  it  owed  fervice.  In  the  3 2d  year  of  Henry  II,  | 

Alan  de  Valoins,  then  fheriff  of  this  county,  was  j 

allowed  fifty  fhillings,  for  eight  oxen  and  two  cart- 
horfes,  and  18s.  4d.  for  thirty-feven  fheep,  with  1 

which  he  had  ftocked  this  manor,  then  in  the  king’s 
hands.’^ 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  William  de  Valoins  1 
held  of  the  king  in  capite  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  i 
Maplefcomp,  by  the  fervice  of  finding  an  halfpenny 
for  the  king’s  offering,  whenever  the  king  fhould  come 

K 


* Mad.  Excheq.  p.  643. 
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to  hear  mafs  at  this  place/  In  the  i8th  year  of  king 
Edward  I’s  reign,  Roger  de  Mereworth  obtained  for 
himfelf  and  his  lieirs  free  zvarren  in  his  demefne  lands 
here/  His  defcendant,  John  de  Mereworth,  died  in 
tlie  39th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  poflelTed  of  certain 
tenements  at  Maplefcompe,  together  with  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  church  of  the  ville,  holding  the  fame  of  the 
king  as  of  his  caftle  of  Dover,  by  the  fervice  of  paying 
to  the  guard  of  Dover-caftle,  and  of  making  fuit  to 
the  king’s  lath  of  Sutton  twice  in  a year,  and  of  fuit 
to  the  king’s  hundred  of  Greenftreet.  He  died  pof- 
fefled  of  them  anno  44  of  that  reign, without  iflue, 

, and  Johnde  Malmains,  of  Malmains,  in  Pluckley,  was 
found  to  be  his  heir,  who  fold  his  intereft  here,  two 
years  afterwards,  to  Nicholas,  fon  of  Sir  John  de 
Brembre,  who  becoming  obnoxious  by  his  attachment 
to  the  unwarrantable  meafures  adopted  by  Richard  II. 
was  attainted  of  high  treafon,  in  the  loth  year  of  that 
reign,  and  forfeited  both  his  life  and  eftate.’’  Soon 
after  which,  king  Richard,  in  his  1 3th  year,  granted 
this  eftate  to  John  Hermenfthorpe,  who  not  long  after 
paired  it  away  to  Richard  Fitz-Alan,  earl  of  Arundel, 
lord  treafurer  and  admiral  of  England;  whofe  fon, 
Thomas  Fitz-Alan,  earl  of  Arundel,  dying  without 
ilTue,  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  his  three  fillers 
became  his  coheirs,  viz.  Elizabeth,  duchefs  of  Norfolk, 
then  the  wife  of  Sir  Gerard  Vfeflete  ; Joane,  late  wife 
of  William  Beauchamp,  lord  Abergavenny  ; and  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Sir  Rowland  Lenthall.' 

On  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  one  moiety  of 
this  eftate  of  Maplefcombe  became  the  property  of 
Joane,  the  fecond  of  them,  late  wife  of  William  Beau- 
champ, lord  Abergavenny,  on  whofe  death,  in  the  13th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  it  defcended  to  her  fon  and 

Blount’s  Tenures,  p.  29.  '*  Philipott,  p.  45. 

' Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  No.  21.  ' Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  321. 
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heir,  Richard  Beauchamp,  earl  of  VVorcefter,  and 
lord  Abergavenny,  who  poflefled  it  at  his  deceafe  next 
year.  He  left  one  foie  daughter  and  heir,  married 
afterwards  to  Edward  Nevill,  fourth  fon  of  Ralph  Ne- 
vill,  earl  of  Weftmoreland  ; who,  doing  his  homage, 
had  poffeffion  granted  of  the  lands  of  her  inheritance, 
and  was  afterwards,  in  the  29th  year  of  Henry  VI. 
fummoned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  lord  Berga- 
venny.**  He  died  in  the  16th  year  of  Edward  IV. 
and  was  fucceeded  here  by  his  eldeft  furviving  fon,  by 
his  firft  wife.  Sir  George  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny, 
whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  and  title,  conveyed  this 
eftate,  which  then  appeared  to  be  the  moiety  of  the 
manor  of  Mapefcombe,  to  John  Lovelace,  efq.  the 
eldeft  fon  of  W illiam  Lovelace,  fecond  fon  of  Lance- 
lot, who  purchafed  the  manor  of  Hever,  in  Kingfdown, 
and  he  being  in  pofiefiion  of  the  other  moiety,  which 
he  had  before  purchafed  of  Chickfend,  as  will  be  fur- 
ther mentioned  hereafter,  became  owner  of  the  whole 
manor. 

This  mokty  lafl -mentioned^  appears  by  the  record 
called  de  Nevil^  to  have  been,  in  the  20th  year  ' 
of  king  Henry  III.  in  the  pofleflion  of  William  dc  ] 
Chellesfield,  from  which  name  it  afterwards  palfed  to  \ 
Adam  de  Shoveholt,  and  from  him  to  the  family  of  : 
Rokefle.  In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edw'ard  III.  Ro- 
ger, fon  of  Thomas  de  RokeQe,  paid  aid  for  it  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  which  Adam  de  Shoveholt  before  held  in 
Maplefcombe  of  Richard  de  Ros,  and  he  of  the  heirs 
of  Robert  Arfick,  and  he  of  the  king. 

Joane,  wife  of  Thomas  de  Rokefle,  died  poffefTed 
of  it  in  the  40th  year  of  that  reign,  foon  after  which 
it  came  into  the  pofienTion  of  Sir  John  Wilham,  who 
made  a feoffment  of  this  eftate  to  John  Heche,  citizen 
of  London,  and  Ellen  his  wife,  and  the  heirs  of  their 
bodies.  He  was  afterwards  knighted,  and  died  pol- 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  309,  310. 
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fefied  of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  leaving 
Sir  William  Peche  his  fan  and  next  heir.' 

How  long  this  part  of  Maplefcombe  continued  in 
this  family  I do  not  find,  but  it  afterwards  palled  into 
the  name  of  Chickfend  j one  of  whom,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  conveyed  it  by 
fale  to  John  Lovelace,  efq.  owner  of  the  other  moiety 
of  this  place,  as  before-mentioned,  w'ho  died  pofTefled 
of  this  manor,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  in  Ma- 
plefcombe, Farningham,  and  Eynsford,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  holding  it  of  _ the  king  as  of 
his  caftle  of  Dover,  by  knight’s  fervice.  Thomas 
Lovelace  being  his  fon  and  heir,'  who,  in  Hilary  terrn, 
in  the  4th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  levied  a fine  of  this 
manor,  as  he  and  Leonard  Lovelace  did  again,  in  Mi- 
chaelmas term,  anno  1 5th  of  that  reign ; foon  after 
which  it  paffed  into  the  younger  branch  of  this  family 
feated  at  Betherfden,  in  this  county,  and  owners  of  the 
manor  of  Kingfdown,  and  much  other  lands  adjoining, 
in  which  it  continued  till  colonel  Richard  Lovelace, 
leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  Ihe  car- 
ried it  in  marriage  to  Henry  Coke,  efq.  of  Thurring- 
ton,  in  Sufifolk,  in  wLofe  defendants  k remained  till 
Thomas  Coke,  earl  of  Leicefter,  dying  without  ifllie 
in  17  <59,  bequeathed  it  to  his  widow  Margaret,  coun- 
tefs  of  Leicefter,  for  life,  and  flie  died  poflelfed  of  it 
in  i775j  after  which  it  came  at  length,  in  manner  as 
before-mentioned,  by  the  earl’s  will,  to  Thomas  Wil- 
liam Coke,  efq.  who  fold  it  in  1784  to  Mr.  Duncan 
Campbell,  of  London,  merchant,  the  prefent  poiieiror 

The  church  of  Maplefcombe  has  been  a long  time 
in  ruins.  In  the  1 5th  year  of  Edward  I._  it  was  valued 
at  1 00s.  The  remains  of  it  are  fituated  in  a coin  field, 
in  a very  deep  valley,  about  half  a mile  from  the  an- 
tient  feat,  now  a farm-houfe,  and  the  neareft  dwelling 

^ Petit’s  Feedary  Book  of  Kent. 

I i 4 , rq 


' Inquis  poft.  mort. 
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to  if.  In  ploughing  near  the  walls,  particularly  on  the 
Ibuth  fide,  where  perhaps  was  the  cemetery,  human 
bones  are  at  times  turne'd  up  ; the  walls  are  of  a great 
thicknefs,  and  the  windows,  as  appears  by  the  remains, 
were  turned  with  femicircular  arches,  on  which,  from 
the  infide  of  the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel,  part  is  rounded 
off.  The  parifn  of  it  was  united  to  Kingfdown  in  1 638, 
the  following  is  a lift  of  fome  redlors  of  it : 

John  Wyckham,  ad m.  March  17,  1J94,  refig.  an.  1400.* 

John  Stockwood,  obt.  1610. 

Kichard  Harvey,  ind.  Nov.  29,  1610.'* 

The  fee-farm  now  paid  to  the  crown,  for  the  manor 
of  Maplefcombe  is  il.  is.  Sid.* 

Woodland,  alias  Week,  is  a manor  here,  which, 
as  to  it  civil  jurifdidion,  is  part  of  the  parifli  of  Kingf- 
down, though  it  was  once  a feparate  parifti  of  itfelf. 
It  lies  in  the  hundred  of  Codfheath,  and  the  ecclesi- 
astical JURISDICTION  of  it  is  within  the  deanry  of 
Shoreham,  as  having  been  united  to  Wrotham,  in  the 
1 5th  year  of  queen  tlizabeth  fince  which  the  church 
of  it  has  been  in  ruins. 

Woodland,  called  in  the  I’extus  RoffenftSy  Watlandey 
formerly  belonged  to  the  great  family  of  Crevequer, 
called  in  Latin,  De  Crepito  Corde.  Hamon  de  Creve- 
quer, who  flouriflied  in  the  reigns  of  king  John  and 
king  Henry  III.  died  poffeffed  of  this  place  in  the  47  th 
year  of  king  Henry  III.® 

In  the  9th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  John,  fon  of 
John  St.  Clere,  enjoyed  it,  as  appears  by  inqinfition 
taken  after  his  death  " Thomas  St.  Clere  was  pofleffed 
of  it  at  his  death,  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  IV. 

* He  exchanged  this  reiftory  ' Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 

for  the  vicarage  of  Selmen-  ‘‘  Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  367. 

ftone,  ill  SufTex.  ' Text.  Roff.  p.  229. 

See  an  engraving  of  the  re-  ^ Rot.  Efch.  No.  33. 

mains  of  this  church  in  ''  Ibid.  No.  48. 

Cuft.  RofF.  p.  122. 
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whofe  defcendantj  about  the  latter  end  of  Henry  Vli’s 
reign,  pafTed  it  away  to  Pett,  of  Pett-houfe,  in  Se- 
venoke,  whofe  fucceffor,  John  Pett,  fold  it,  in  the  17th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  William  Rowe,  of  London, 
from  which  name,  by  a female  heir,  it  was  carried  in 
marriage,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  Jenny  of 
Norfolk,  who,  in  king  Charles  I’s  reign,  fettled  it  on 
his  daughter,  married  to  Thomas  Norton,  efq.  of 
Coventry fince  which  it  has  pafTed  into  the  name  of 
Bowles,  in  which  it  continued  down  to  Charles  Bowles, 
efq.  of  North  Afton,  in  Oxfordfhire,  who  died  in 
1780,  on  which  it  came  to  Oldfield  Bowles,  elq.  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 

A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  and  the  tenants 
of  it  pay  a heriot  on  every  death,  &c. 

The  church  of  Woodland  antiently  paid  ninepence 
chrifrn.  rent  to  the  mother  church  of  the  diocefe.^  It 
Rood  in  a field  near  the  manor-houfe,  after  it  was  de- 
fecrated  it  lay  negledled  and  in  ruins,  in  which  ftate  it 
continued,  till  a few  years  ago,  when  it  was  totally  pulled 
down,  and  the  ftones  carried  away,  but  the  foundations 
are  ftill  vifible.  In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
it  was  valued  at  feven  marcs.'^ 

The  redor  and  vicar  of  Wrotham  receive  all  eccle- 
liaftical  emoluments  within  the  diftrift  of  the  chapel  of 
Woodland,  which  they  poflefs  only,  till  a chapel  fliall 
be  built  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  it.  There  are 
twenty  acres  in  itpoBeircd  by  the  re6lor  of  Wrotham, 
as  part  of  his  glebe. 

Reginald,  fon  of  Gervas  de  Cornhill,  flieriff  of  this 
county,  &c.  gave  one  acre  of  his  land  in  ICingeldune, 
&c.  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Auftin,  near  Canterbury, 
and  time  confirmed  ^to  it  all  the  tythes  of  his  land,  which 
king  John  had  granted  to  him  in  Kingefdune." 

« Philipott,  p.  205.  *'  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 

«•  Text.  Rotf.  p.  229.  ’’  Regift,  of  St.  Auftin’s  Mon. 

The 
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The  hofpital  of  St.  John,  of  Jerufalefn,  was  polTefTed 
of  feme  demefne  lands  in  this  parirti,  and  others  held 
by  rent,  and  fuit  of  court,  to  their  manor  of  Sutton - 
at-Hone  belonging  to  that  hofpital. 

Kingsdown,  excepting  the  manor  of  Woodland, 
is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  of  the 
diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The^  church,  which 
is  dedicated  to  St.  Edmund  the  King,  is  a Imall  mean 
building  with  a low  tower  and  fhingled  fpire,  in  which 
is  one  bell.  It  confifts  of  only  one  ifie  and  a chancel, 
there  is  only  one  grave-ftone,  which  is  in  the  ifle 
near  the  pulpit,  on  which  were  the  figures  of  a man 
and  woman,  with  their  children,  all  now  loft,  but  the 
infeription  in  black  letter  remains,  for  John  Lovelace, 
efq.  and  Mary  his  wife,  he  died  in  1500.  The  Afield 
of  arms  is  loft.  There  are  good  remains  of  painted 
olafs ; in  the  fecond  window  on  the  north  fide  is  the 
Virgin,  with  a crown  on  her  head  and  a fiower  in  her 
hand.  In  the  third  window  is  our  Saviour  fitting  on 
an  an  altar  tomb,  with  his  hands  and  feet  extended,  as 
on  the  crofs  ; thefe  figures  are  very  antient.’ 

0 In  the  church  yard  are  two  yew  trees,  the  leaft  of 
which  is  twenty-two  feet  and  a half  in  girt. 

In  the  windows  of  Hever-houfe,  in  this  pariAi,  the 
arms  of  Lovelace  in  coloured  glafs  yet  remain,  and  in 
the  windows  of  the  chapel  now  pulled  down,  were 
originally  thefe  arms,  Lovelace,  gules  on  a chief  indented 
fable,  three  martlets  argent  impaling  azure  on  a faltier, 
ingrailed  argent,  five  martlets  fable',  fecond  coat, 
ierly  of  two  coats  as  above,  impaling  azure  three  chevrons 
argent  above  the  arms,  1548,  and  on  the  fidesof  the 
Aiield  are  thefe  name,  Lovelace,  Lezvknor  -,  third  coat, 
Lovelace  impaling  Clement,  1549?  the  names  on  each 
fide;  fourth  coat,  Lovelace  impaling  Harman,  1548, 
the  names  on  each  fide  ; fifth  coat,  Lovelace  quarterly ; 
fixth  coat,  Peckham, 


^ Sec  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  at  large,  Reg.  Roff  p.  1026. 
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This  church  was  anticndy  efteemed  but  a chapel  to 
the  church  of  Sutcon-at  Hone,  in  this  neighbourhood. 
King  Henry  I.  granted  the  church  of  Sutton,  with 
the  chapels  ofKingfdown  and  Wilmington,  and  the 
tythes  of  the  fame,  in  corn,  cattle,  pannage,  mills,  and 
in  all  other  things  to  the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Ro- 
chefter.' 

Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  elefted  to 
that  fee  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  having  divided 
the  revenues  of  his  church  between  himfelf  and  his 
convent,  allotted  the  church  of  Sutton,  with  the  cha- 
pels belonging  to  it,  to  the  fhare  of  the  monks."  But 
bifhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  U. 
on  the  compromife  concerning  the  gifts  which  bifhop 
Gundulph,  his  predeceffor,  had  made  to  the  priory, 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenues  of  his  fee,  de- 
creed, that  this  church  of  Kingfdown  fliould  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  bifliops  of  Rochefter ; faving  to  the 
monks  their  accuftomed  penfion  of  fixteen  Ihillings 
from  thence.'" 

Benedidt,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  granted  and  con- 
firmed to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  and  the  monks 
there,  the  church  of  Kingfdown,  being  a chapel  to 
Sutton,  to  their  own  proper  ufes  to  the  lupport  of  their 
almonry  ; faving  a vicarage  for  a vicar,  to  whom  he 
allotted  all  alterages  and  obventions,  and  all  the  land 
belonging  to  the  church,  except  the  chief  mefluage, 
and  its  appurtenances,  as  the  fame  were  then  parted 
off  by  a ditch  j which  was  to  remain  to  the  almoner  of 
the  priory.  He  ordained  likewife  that  the  vicar  fhould 
receive  yearly  two  feams  of  corn  at  the  hands  of  the 
almoner,  before  Chriftmas  j one  of  wheat,  and  one  of 
barley  ; and  that  the  vicar  fhould  iuftain  all  the  bur- 
thens of  right  belonging  to  the  church,  excepting  tne 

‘ Text.  Rolf.  p.  153-  Reg.  “ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  i. 
Rolf.  p.  2.  * Reg*  Ryff-  P*  53?  54- 

accuftomed 
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accuftomed  penfion  of  fixteen  {hillings,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  dormitory,  and  of  twelve- pence  payable  yearly  to 
the  cellarer,  as  from  the  church  of  Sutton  j both  which 
penfions  the  almoner  was  to  pay. 

Before  which,  there  had  been  much  controverfy  be- 
tween the  priory  of  Rochefter  and  Ralph  Fitzbernard, 
concerning  the  right  of  prefentation  to  this  church, 
which  was  now  accommodated,  by  the  prior  and  con- 
vent’s acknowledging  the  right  of  it  to  belong  to  him  ; . . 

upon  which  he  granted  to  their  church  in  free  and  per- 
pettial  alms^  to  the  lupport  of  the  almonry  there,  his 
right  and  title  to  it. 

Bifltop  Thomas  Brown,  in  1436,  made  a new  endow- 
ment of  this  vicarage,  the  former  provifion  for  the  vicar 
being  too  fmall  for  his  fupport  and  maintenance  ; in 
which  he  decreed,  that  the  vicar  and  his  fuccefTors 
fhould  have  all  tythes,  real  as  well  as  perfonal ; and 
all  profits  and  emoluments  whatfoever,  as  well  to  the 
church  of  Kingfdown,  as  to  the  vicarage  of  it,  in  any 
wife,  then'or  in  future  belonging,  faving  to  the  prior 
and  convent,  6s.  8d.  yearly  to  be  paid  to  them  in  the 
cathedral  church  there,  out  of  the  fruits  and  profits  of 
the  vicarage  ; which  endowment  was  confirmed  by  the 
prior  and  convent  the  fame  year.* 

This  church,  together  with  the  penfion  before- 
mentioned,  was  furrendered  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  with  the  reft  of  its  poflTefiions,  at  the  diflTolution 
of  the  priory  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  was 
two  years  afterwards,  fettled  by  that  king  on  the  new- 
erecfted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of  whofe 
pofiTeffions  the  advowfon  of  this  church,  which  has  for 
many  years  been  accounted  a reftory,  and  the  above 
penfion,  ftill  remain. 

la  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  ten  marcs. ^ 


* Reg.  Roff.  p.  653. 

^ Stev.  Mou.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
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By  virtue  of  a commijjion  of  enquiry  in  1650,  iflliing 
out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Kingfdown  cum 
Maplefcumbe  was  a parfonage,  with  a hoiife  and  glebe 
land,  all  worth  ninety  pounds  per  annum,  one  mailer 
Edward  Mailers  enjoying  it,  put  in  by  the  parliament. 

The  church  of  Kingfdown,  with  Mapefcombe  an- 
nexed, is  now  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  9L  is.  8d. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  18s.  2d.* 

CHITRCH  OF  KINGS DOJrN. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  ivhoni  prrfented. 

Demi  and  Chapter  of  Roche dcr  ... 


c Pari.  Soi-v.  Lambeth- lib.  v.  x!x. 
a Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis, 
b He  was  prebendary  of  Rochefter. 
c He  was  prebendary  ot  Rochefler, 
and  lies  buried  in  Rochefter  cathe- 
dral. He  was  alfo  vicar  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas, Rochefter. 

d Prebendary  of  Rochefter,  and  pro- 
voft  of  Oriel  college,  Oxford, 
e Prebendary  of  Rochefter. 
f He  tefigned  acanonry  of  Windfor 
in  J756,  for  a prebendary  of  Ro- 
chefter, and  the  vicarage  of  S'. 
Marlin  in  the  Fields.  In  1757  he 


RECTORS. 

Francis  Inman.,  h.  Al.  in  1626. 
Edveard  Majlers,  interreg. 

Ajhpool.,  in  1680. 

John  JVyvil,  obt.  i 704.'’ 

John  Gillman^  A.  M.  obt.  Nov. 
17,  1710." 

pohn  Grant,  D.  D.  17x0.'* 
IKalter  Hodges,  D.  D.  obt.  Jan. 

O ' I 


obt.  Dec.  30,  1775^ 

John  Clarke,  D.  D.  I77^> 

1781." 

Charles  Coldcall,  A.  AI.  Dec. 

1781,  obt.  I 793." 

Thomas  I'KilUs,  D.  D.  1 793> 
prefent  rector.* 

had  a difpenfation  to  hold  this 
reclory  with  Sr.  Martin’s.  He  was 
buried  in  Bath  cathedral. 

g Provoft  of  Oriel  college,  Oxford. 
Herefigncd  the  vicarage  of  Wood- 
nelborough  near  Sandwich  on  be- 
ing prefented  to  Laniberhurft,  -as 
he  did  that  for  this  redtory,  which  * 
he  held  with  Purley,  in  Eflex. 

h In  January,  1781,3  difpenfation 
paired  for  his  holding  the  vicarage 
of  Alhburnham  with  this  rcdlory. 
i And  prebendary  of  Rochefter. 
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HORTON  KIRKBY. 

N O RT  H W A R D from  Kingfdown  lies  Horton 
Kirkby. 

This  parish  contains  about  three  thoufand acres 
of  land,  of  which  four  hundred  are  wood.  It  ex- 
tends about  two  miles  eaftward  up  to  high  grounds 
on  the  hills,  among  which,  near  the  boundaries 
of  it,  are  the  two  hamlets  of  Pinden  and  Dean- 
bottom.  The  foil  here  is  much  inclined  to  chalk, 
and  being  much  covered  with  flints,  is  but  poor  and 
barren  j but  lower  down,  in  the  valley,  near  the  vil- 
lao-e,  and  towards  the  Darent  there  are  a few  fields 
much  more  fertile. 

The  river  Darent  runs  along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
parhh  ; on  the  bank  of  it  ftands  Horton  caftle,  of 
which  there  are  large  ruins  ftill  remaining,  and  part 
of  it  is  now  fitted  up,  as  the  court  lodge  or  farm  houfc 
of  the  manor;  and  near  it  the  church.  At  about  half 
a mile  diltance  northward  lies  the  hamlet  of  South 
Darent,  once  efteemed  as  a parifh,  and  of  much 
greater  account  than  it  is  at  prefent,  the  parijh  of 
Darent  being  frequently  filled,  in  antient  writings. 
North  Darent,  in  oppofition  to  it ; and  in  the  Textus 
Roffenfis,  in  the  lift  of  the  parifhes  in  this  diocefe, 
mention  is  made  of  South  Darent,  as  paying  chrifm. 
rent  to  the  mother  church  of  the  diocefe. 

This  hamlet  lies  partly  in  Darent  and  partly  in 
Idorton ; in  the  latter  there  are  ftill  remaining  the  flint 
walls  of  an  antient  building,  moft  probably  formerly 
the  church  or  chapel  of  South  Darent,  now  made  ufe 
of  as  a malt  houfe.  Near  which  is  a large  corn  mill, 
and  a little  farther  a handfome  modern  houfe,  almoft 
rebuilt,  within  thefe  few  years,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, who  now  refides  in  it. 

At  a fmall  dlftance  northw^ard  from  the  church  is 
the  village  of  Horton,  clofe  to  the  banks  of  the  Da- 
rent, 
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rent,  and  a little  beyond  it  the  venerable  manfion  oi‘ 
Franks,  and  the  parfonage.  At  the  louth  end  of  the 
village  is  Kirkby-houfe  j and  on  the  rife  of  the  hill 
above  it  Reynold’s-placc,  now  principally  occupied 
as  a farm  hotile. 

This  place,  loon  after  the  conqueft,  was  part  of  the 
pofleflions  of  Odo,  the  great  bilhop  of  Baieux,  the 
Conqueror’s  half  brother,  of.whoin  it  was  held  at  the 
time  of  taking  the  lurvey  of  Domefday,  by  Anfchi- 
tillus  de  Ros,  who  held  many  eflates  in  thefe  parts 
of  the  bilhop. 

In  the  above  ftirvey  Horton  is  thus  entered  under 
the  general  title  of  the  lands  of  the  bilhop  of  Baieux. 

Aiifcbtiilliis  (de  Kos)  holds  of  (be  hijhop  (of  Baieux) 
Hon  one.  It  ivas  taxed  at  one  fiding.  '■The  arable  land 
is  three  canicates,  and  there  are  four  borderers.,  and  one 
mill  of  five  Jhillings,  and  fix  acres  of  meadozv.  There  is 
a church.,  and  zvood  for  the  pannage  of  three  hogs.  The 
j king  has  lately  given  him  by  the  biJJoop  as  much  zvood  of 
this  manor  as  is  zvorth  five  [hillings.  The  zvhole  manor 
zvas  zvorth  four  pounds,  and  now  fix  pounds.  Godel  de 
Brixi  held  it,  and  could  turn  bimfelf  over  with  his  land 
wherever  he  would. 

The  fame  Anfchitillus  holds  of  the  bifJjop  in  the  fame  ' 
j manor  half  a fuling.  The  arable  land  is  one  carucate, 

j and  there  is  in  demefne and  eight  villeins,  with 

fix  borderers,  having  one  carucate.  There  is  one  mill  of 
1 5 [hillings,  and  nine  acres  of  meadow,  wood  for  the 
pannage  of  five  hogs.  The  zphole  manor  zvas  worth  40 
Jhillings,  and  now  60  Jhillings.  Ording  held  it  of  the 
king  (Edward  the  Confejfor) . 

The  fame  Anfchitillus  holds  of  the  btjhop  in  the  fame 
manor  one  fuling.  The  arable  land  is  three  carucates.  In 
demefne  there  is  one  carucate,  and  eight  villeins,  with 
two  carucates.  There  is  one  fervant  and  eight  acres  of 
meadow,  and  half  a mill  of  five  flAllings,  wood  for  the 
pannage  of  fifteen  hogs.  The  whole  manor  was  zvorth 

four 
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four  founds,  and  now  loofloillings.  Aivard  held  it  cf 
(kin<r)  Herald.  Thefe  four  manors  are  now  as  'one  manor. 

, To  which  is  added,  that  the  king  had  all  forfeitures 
of  Hamfoca,  Gribridge,  and  Forijlef  in  Hortime,  and 
that  Oi-dine  de  Hortune  had  the  privileges  oi  fac  and 
foe  for  his  land  within  the  lath  of  Suttone. 

Upon  the  difgrace  ot  the  bilhop  of  Baieux,  about 
the  year  1084,  the  king  his  brotherfeizedon  all  his  lands 
and  poifeiTions.  One  knight’s  fee,  part  of  the  bilhop’s 
lands  in  this  parilh,  was  afterwards  held  of  the  arch- 
bi (hop  of  Canterbury,  and  another  knight’s  fee  and 
an  half,  and  the  fourth  part  of  the  fifth  of  one  was 
held  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  earl  of  Leicefter,  as  of 
the  honour  of  Newberry. 

The  manor  of  Horton,  notwithdanding  the  for- 
feiture of  Odo,  continued  to  be  held  by  the  family  of 
Ros,  called  in  Latin,  Riibitonenfis,  who  bore  for  their 
arms.  Or,  three  rofes  gules,  being  a difterent  lamily 
from  thofe  of  Hamlake,  who  bore.  Gules,  three  water 
bow^ets  argent  j one  of  whom  built  fdorton-caftle,  the 
ruins  of  which  remain  at  this  time.  A defcendant^ 
of  this  family  was  Alexander  de  Ros,  who  was  one  of 
the  Recognitores  Magna  Ajfifa,  or  juftices  of  the  Great 
Affize,  an  office  of  no  fmall  eminence  at  that  time. 
In  the  firft  year  of  king  John,  William  de  Ros  held 
one  knight’s  fee  in  Horton  and  LuUingftone.'^  _ One 
of  his  defcendants,  Richard  de  Ros,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Lora,  who, 
from  her  poffeffions  here,  was  lliled.  The  Lady  of  Hor- 
ton, who  carried  her  intereflin  this  place,  in  marriage, 
about  the  20th  of  king  Edward  1.  to  Roger  de  Kirk- 
by,  fon  of  Sir  John  de  Kirby,  defcended  of  the  family 
of  that  name,  feat  at  Kirkby-hall,  in  Lancalhire. 
They  were  before  pofleffed  of  a confiderable  eftate  in 
this  parifh,  called  after  their  own  name,  the  manor  of 
Kirkby-court,  where  they  refided. 


“ Philipott,  p.  192. 
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^ Roger  de  Kirkby,  at  the  inthronlzatlon  of  arch- 
bifhop  Robert  Winchelfea,  in  the  23d  of  Edward  I, 
made  claim  before  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Glou- 
cefter  and  Hertford,  high  fteward  and  chief  butler 
to  the  archbilhop,  to  ferve  him  on  that  day  with  the 
cup  at  his  dinner,  and  to  have  the  cup,  as  his  fee,  by 
reafbn  of  the  manor  of  Horton,  by  Farningham, 
which  he  held  of  the  archbifhop,  and  the  earl  admit- 
ted his  claim  j but  as  he  was  not  a knight,  as  he 
ought  to  be,  who  fhould  perform  it,  therefore  the 
earl,  as  fteward,  nominated  Sir  Gilbert  Owen  to  ferve 
for  him,  who,  after  dinner,  had  the  cup,  &c.‘‘ 

He  re-edified  Horton-caftle,  and  new-built  the 
manfion  of  Kirkby  court  j and  fo  confiderable  was 
his  property  become  in  this  place,  from  the  above 
mentioned  match,  that  the  parilh  itfelf  had  the  addi- 
tion of  his  name  to  it,  having  been  ever  fince  called 
Horton  Kirkby,  as  well  in  regard  to  him,  as  to  dif- 
tinguilh  it  from  other  parilhes  of  the  fame  name  in 
this  county.  His  fon,  Gilbert  de  Kirkby,  held  this 
eftate  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  there 
is  a large  grave  done  in  the  fouth  crofs  of  this  church, 
with  the  portrait  of  a man  in  long  robes,  in  brafs,  the 
infcription  torn  off  j but  at  the  north  corner  of  it  thefe 
arms  remain,  §luarterly^  firjl  and  fourth^  Kirkby;  fe- 
cond  and  third.,  Ros,  which  is  moft  probably  his  grave 
ftone ; but  at  the  latter  end  of  the  next  reign  of  king 
Richard  II.  a female  heir  of  this  name  carried  Horton 
caflle,  and  thefe  manors,  which  now  by  unity  of 
poffeffion  were  become  one,  together  with  Kirkby- 
court.  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Stonar,  of  Stonar,  in 
Oxfordfliire  ; in  confequence  of  which  the  Stonars,  as 
defcended  from  the  heir  general  of  the  Kirkby’s, 
quartered  their  arms,  being  Six  lions  rampant,  on  a can- 
ton a mullet,  with  their  own.'  His  grandfon,  Sir  Wil- 

“ Somn.  Cant,  by  Batteley,  partii.  Append,  p.  22. 

' Camd.  Rem.  p.  2x4. 
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liam,  ion  of  Sir  Thomas  Stonar,  by  Anne,  one  of  the 
daughters,  and  at  length  coheir  of  John  Nevill,  mar- 
quis Mont  acute,"*  held  this  manor,  and  the  water-mill 
belonging  to  it,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  He 
had  one  Ion,  John,  who  died  without  iflue,  and  a 
daughter,  married  to  Sir  Adrian  Fortefcue,  by  whom 
he  had  one  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Margaret,  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  lord  Wentworth;  and,  by  Anne  her 
mother,  was  heir  to  her  grandfather.  Sir  William  Sto- 
nar, and  had  a fpecial  pofleflion  granted  of  all  the 
lands  which  by  her  death  defcended  to  her."  He 
died  anno  5 king  Edward  VI.  and  was  buried  in 
Weftminfter  abbey,  leaving  Thomas  lord  Wentworth 
his  eldeft  fon,  who  fucceeded  him  here,  and  in  the 
next  reign  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  conveyed 
thefe  premifes,  by  fine  and  recovery,  to  Robert  Rud- 
fton  and  Thomas  Walfingham ; which  laft,  in  the 
5th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  conveyed  the  whole  of 
his  intereft  in  Horton-caftle  and  manor  to  the  for- 
mer, and  had  the  whole  property  of  Kirkby-court 
confirmed  to  himfelf. 

• In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  Anne,  daughter  and 
foie  heir  of  Ifaac  Rudftone,"  efq.  of  Boughton  Mon- 
chelfea,  carried  the  caftle  and  manor  of  Horton,  in 
marriage,  to  Samuel  Michel,  of  Old  Windlor,  who 
died  within  a few  years,  leaving  Anne,  his  wife,  fur- 
viving,  and  two  fons,  John  and  Humphry.  She,  af- 
ter her  hulband’s  death,  anno  15  king  James  I,  fet- 
tled this  eftate  on  her  two  fons,  fucceffively  in  tail, 
and  died  in  1669,  being  fucceeded  in  it  by  her  grand- 
fon,  John,  the  only  fon  and  heir  of  her  eldefl  fon, 
John  Michel,  who  died  in  her  life  time. 

He  was  of  Richmond,  in  Surry ; and  at  his  com- 
ing of  age,  in  the  35th  year  of  king  Charles  II.  by  a 

^ Philipott,  p.  192.  Dugd.  Bar.  voL  i.  p.  308. 

■ pugT  Bar.  vol.ii.  p.  320. 

• See  more  of  the  Rudftons,  under  Boughton  Monchelfea. 
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fine  and  recovery,  barred  the  intail  created  by  his 
grandmother.  He  died  unmarried,  and  without  if- 
lue;  and,  by  his  laft  will,  in  1736,  devifed  this  caftle 
and  manor,  the  manor  of  Plumfted,  and  other  eftates 
m this  county,  &c.  to  the  provoft  and  fcholars  of 
Queen’s  college,  in  Oxford,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for 
ever,  for  the  purpofes  therein  mentioned,  as  has  al- 
ready been  fully  defcribed  under  the  manor  of  Plum- 
fted ; and  in  them  the  prefcnt  polTeflion  and  inheri- 
tance of  this  caftle  and  manor  is  now  vefted. 

At  the  court  leet  of  this  manor,  a conftable  and  ale* 
Conner  is  appointed  for  the  parilh  of  Horton  Kirkby. 
Moft  of  the  lands  within  this  parifli  are  held  of  the 
manor,  at  fmall  yearly  quit  rents. 

The  MANSION  (/Kirkby-court  pafledfrom  Sir 
Thomas  Walfmgham  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  to  Cuthbert  Hacket,  alderman  of 
London,  grandfon  of  Tho.  Hacket,  of  Dartford,  and 
afterwards  knighted, and  lord  mayor  in  1 626,  who  bore 
for  his  arms,  Jbree fieurs  de  dsy  between  two  hendletSy  a 
crefcent  for  difference.  He  lies  buried  in  St.  James’s, 
Garlick-hith.p  His  heirs  palTed  away  this  feat,  with 
the  lands  belonging  to  it,  to  Payne,  in  which  family 
it  continued  to  John  Payne  the  elder,  who,  together 
with  Rhodee  his  wife,  fettled  it  on  Joel  Payne,  their 
fon,  on  his  marriage  with  Alice  Alingham  j and  they, 
in  1681,  conveyed  it  to  John  Collett,  whofe  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  in  1698,  palled  itawaybyfale  to  John 
Arnold;  and  his  fon,  William  Arnold,  brewer,  of 
Deptford,  in  1730,  conveyed  this  eflate  to  Thomas 
Polhill,  efq.  on  whofe  death,  in  1732,  it  delcended 
to  his  three  daughters  and  coheirs,  and  their  heirs,  viz. 
one-third  to  Mr.  Thomas  Baldwin,  in  right  of  his 
mother ; one-third  to  Richard,  David,  and  Thomas 
Collins,  in  right  of  thier  mother;  and  one-third  to 
Elizabeth  Polhill,  in  her  own  right. 

” Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  ill.  p.  10;  book  V.  p.  142. 
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In  the  year  173H,  Richard  and  Thomas  Collins, 
in  whom  the  foie  property  of  this  feat  was  then  vef- 
ted,  conveyed  it  to  Richard  Hornfby,  efq.  flierilf  of 
this  county,  in  1749,  who  refided  here,  and  died  pof- 
lelled  of  it,  leaving  his  widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hornl- 
by,  furviving,  and.feveral  daughters  his  coheirs  j fhe 
afterwards  poflefled  this  feat,  and  died  in  1791,  the 
year  after  which  it  was  fold  by  her  heirs  to  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Homewood,  who  now  rcfides  in  it. 

Franks  is  an  eminent  feat  in  this  parilh,  fituated 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Darent,  and  near  the  I'ou- 
tliern  bounds  of  Horton,  towards  Farningham.  Tn 
king  Henry  IIl.’s  time,  this  feat  w'as  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  a family,  who  came  hither  out  of  Yorkfhire, 
and  wrote  their  names,  as  appears  by  antient  deeds 
and  evidences,  Frankifh,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  as 
appears  by  their  Teals,  A faltier  engrailed. 

After  this  family  became  extind  here,  this  feat 
pafled  by  Tale  into  the  family  of  Martin.  John  Mar- 
tin, judge  of  the  common-pleas,  died  poflefled  of  it 
in  the  15  th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  whofe  grandfon 
John,  by  his  will,  anno  1480,  gave  it  to  his  fecond 
Ion,  William,  who  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  only 
ion,  Edward,  w'ho  refided  at  Franks ; and  in  the  begin- 
ning  of  Elizabeth’s  reign  alienated  it,  with  other 
lands  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  Lancelot  Bathurft, 
alderman  of  London,  who  rebuilt  this  feat,  as  it  is  at 
prefent,**  on  the  oppoftte  fide  of  the  river  to  where  it 
flood  before,  and  died  in  1 594.  He  was  citizen  and 
grocer  of  London,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church  of  St, 
Mary  Bothaw  j being  the  grandfon  of  Laurence  Ba- 
thurfl,  citizen  of  Canterbury,  who  held  lands  there,  and 
in  Cranbrooke,  in  this  county,  and  left  three  Tons; 
of  whom  Edward,  the  eldefl,  was  of  Staplchurfl,  and 
left . Lancelot  above  mentioned,  whofe  defeendants 

_ '>  By  the  date,  1 596,  over  the  porch  at  the  entrance,  it  feems  he 
did  not  live  to  finiili  it. 
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will  be  mentioned  hereafter.  Robert,  the  fecond  fon, 
was  of  Horfemonden,  whofe  defendant,  John,  be- 
came poliefled  of  the  manor  of  Letchlade,  in  Glou- 
cefterlhire,  where  his  defcendants  fettled,  being  ba- 
ronets; which  branch,  in  1623,  procured  an  altera- 
tion in  their  arms.  Azure  tivo  bars  or^  in  chief  three 
crojjes  formee  of  the  fecond ; creft,  on  a wreath,  a bay 
horfe,  ftanding  on  a mount  vert.  Paul,  the  fecond  fon, 
was  of  Bathurft-flreet,  in  Nordiam,  and  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Edward  Horden,  became  pol- 
fefled  of  the  manor  of  Finchcocks,  in  Goudhurft, 
where  his  defcendants  fettled,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion will  be  made,  under  the  defcription  of  that  manor. 
Robert,  above  mentioned,  by  his  fecond  wife,  left 
two  fons,  Timothy  and  John,  from  which  latter  the 
Bathurfts  of  Richmond,  in  Yorkfhire,  are  defcended. 

Lancelot  Bathurft,  the  builder  of  this  feat,  had  by 
Judith,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Bernard  Randolph,  of 
London,  remarried  to  Edward  Kynafton,  feveral  fons 
and  daughters.  Randolph,  the  eldeft,  was  of  Franks ; 
Edward  refided  at  Hawley;  and  George,  by  Elizabeth, 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Villiers  of  Howthorpe, 
in  Northamptonlbire,  had  twelve  fons  and  four  daugh- 
ters; of  whom  Sir  Benjamin  Bathurft,  LL.D.  was 
father  of  Alan  earl  Bathurft,  whofe  eldeft  furviving  fon 
was  Henry  earl  Bathurft,  chancellor  of  Great  Britain  ; 
of  Peter  Bathurft  of  Clarendon  park,  in  Wiltfliire;  and 
of  Benjamin  Bathurft  of  Lidney,  in  Gloucefterlhire. 

Randolph  Bathurft,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon  of  Lancelot, 
the  builder  of  this  feat,  before  mentioned,  was  of 
Franks  ; and  bore  for  his  arms,  §luartcrly,  if  and^h, 
Bathurft ; fable,  tzvo  bars  ermine,  in  chief  three  crof'es 
patee  or ; fecond  and  third,  Randolph,  gules  on  a crofs 
humette  argent,  five  mullets  pierced  of  the  firfi and  for 
his  creft,  on  a wreath,  a dexter  arm  in  mail,  embotved, 
and  holding  a club  with  fpikes,  all  proper ; as  are 
now  borne  by  earl  Bathurft,  and  the  other  defcend- 
ants of  George  Bathurft,  fourth  fon  of  Lancelot  be- 
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fore  mentioned.  In  his  defcendants  it  continued 
down  to  Francis  Bathurft,  efq.  who  was  of  Franks, 
and  had  four  wives,  but  left  iffue  only  by  the  firft  of 
them,  Sufannah  Hubert,  of  the  kingdom  of  France, 
one  foie  daughter,  Berenice,  who,  on  her  father’s 
death,  in  1738,  became  his  foie  heir,  and  carried 
Franks,  with  his  other  eftates  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, in  marriage,  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Fletcher,  of  Lon* 
don ; whofe  only  daughter  and  heir,  Sufan,  carried 
it  in  marriage  to  John  Talker,  efq.  of  Dart  ford ; 
and  he,  on  her  death,  in  1757,  became  foie  poffef- 
for  of  this  feat,  in  which  he  relided.  He  married, 
fecondly,  Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of  Thomas  Faunce, 
efq.  of  Sutton-at-Hone,  but  had  ilfue  by  neither  of 
them.  He  bore  for  his  arms.  Per  pale  argent,  and 
gules,  three  faltiers  count er changed  and  died  in  1796, 
leaving  her  furviving,  who  now  poffefles  this  feat, 
and  refides  in  it.  ' 

In  the  windows  of  this  manfion  are  painted  the 
arms  of  Bathurft,  with  their  impalements  and  quar- 
terings ; of  the  Grocers  company  the  arms  of  France 
and  England  quarterly ; and  the  creft  of  Bathurft. 

Reynold’s-place  lies  a very  fmall  diftance  eaft- 
ward  from  Kirkby-court,  and  was  in  antient  times 
the  feat  of  a family  of  the  name  of  Reynolds,  in 
which  it  continued  down  to  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
when  it  was  palled  away  by  fale  to  bir  John  Browne, 
lord-mayor  of  London,  in  1480,  who  bore  for  his 
arms,  Azure,  a chevron  or,  between  three  efcallops  of  the 
fecond,  a bordure  engrailed  gides. 

This  Sir  John  Browne,  otherwife  called  John  de 
Werks,  mercer,  was  fon  of  John  Browne  of  Okeham, 
in  RutlandQiire.  He  died  in  1497,  buried 

in  St.  Margaret’s  church,  in  Milk-ftreet,  London," 
leaving  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Belwood,  of 
Lincoln’s-inn,  one  fon  and  heir,  William,  likewife 
lord-mayor  of  London,  and  knighted  in  1547.  He 

" Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  124,  175. 
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(•lied  In  the  year  of  his  mayoralty,  having,  by  his  will, 
bequeathed  this  feat  to  his  fecond  fon,  John  Browne, 
efq.  who  was  Iheriif  of  this  county  in  the  loth  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  held  his  fhrievalty  at  this 
place  ; and  in  the  windows  of  this  houfe,  among  the 
remains  of  much  painted  glafs  are  the  arms  and  creft 
of  Browne  very  frequent.  In  his  defeendants  it  con- 
tinued till,  at  length,  it  was  paffed  away  by  fale,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  to  Sir  John  Jacob,  who 
was  eldeft  furviving  fon  of  Abraham  Jacob,  efq.  of 
Gamlingay,  in  Cambridgefhire,  and  Bromley,  in  Mid- 
dlefex. 

Sir  John  Jacob,  continuing  firm  to  the  king  du- 
ring the  troubles  of  thofe  times,  had  this  eftate  fe- 
queftered,  and  was  otherwife  a great  fufferer,  info- 
much  that  he  was  obliged  to  part  with  much  of  his 
property  i*  though  after  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II. 
he  was,  in  1664,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baronet, 
which  his  defeendant.  Sir  Hildebrand  Jacob,  pofleffes 
at  this  time ; he  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent,  a chevron 
gules,  between  three  tigers  heads,  erafed  proper.  Among 
other  eftates,  he  pafled  away  this  feat,  with  the  eftate 
belonging  to  it,  to  Sir  Harbottle  Grimftone,  bart. 

, whofe  father,  Sir  Harbottle  Grimftone  of  Bradfield, 
in  Eflex,  defeended  of  a family  long  feated  in  York- 
Ihire,  had  been  created  a baronet  in  1612.* 

King  Charles  II.  had  fo  juft  a fenfe  of  the  merits 
and  endeavours  of  Sir  Harbottle  Grimftone,  the  fon, 
to  promote  the  reftoration,  that  at  his  return  to  the 
throne,  he  made  him  of  his  privy-council,  and  mafter 
of  the  rolls  ; before  which,  as  one  who  meant  well  fo 
the  king,  he  had  been  cle<ft:ed  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

He  fold  this  eftate  to  Sir  John  Beal  of  Farningham, 
who  left  two  daughters,  Jane,  married  to  Sir  George 

‘ See  Kimber’s  Bar.  vol.  ii,  p.  310. 

* Irifti.  Peerage,  vol.  iii.  p.  268. 
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Hanger,  of  Driffield,  in  Gloucefterfhire  ; and  Eliza- 
beth, married  to  ^William  Emmerton,  efq.  of  Chip- 
fted ; and  on  the  partition  of  their  inheritance,  Rey- 
nold’s-place,  fell  to  the  (hare  of  the  former.  He  left 
two  fons,  William  and  Gabriel ; the  former  of  whom 
dying  without  ifllie,  Gabriel  his  brother  fucceeded 
him  in  it,  and  in  1761,  was  created  lord  Coleraine  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland."  He  died  in  1773,  and  by 
his  will  devifed  this  eftate,  with  others  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, to  his  fecond  (on,  the  Hon.  William  Han- 
ger, who,  in  1774,  having  procured  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment for  that  purpofe,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr. 
David  Powell,  of  London,  the  prefent  potleffor  of  it. 

This  houfe  was  built  by  one  of  the  Browne’s,  of 
the  fame  model  as  Franks,  but  much  larger.  It  was 
greatly  damaged  by  the  violent  ftorm  which  happened 
November  26,  1703;  after  which  Sir  Geo.  Hanger 
pulled  moft  of  it  down,  and  left  only  fufficient  for  a 
farm  houfe, 

PiNDEN  is  a hamlet  in  this  parlfii,  fituated  about 
a mile  and  a half  fouthward  from  Horton  church.  It 
was  formerly  of  much  greater  account  than  it  is  at 
prefent;  and  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday  it  is 
thus  deferibed,  under  the  general  title  of  the  poffef- 
fions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux. 

T^he  fame  Malgeriiis  (de  Rokejle)  holds  in  Pimiedene 
half  a fuling  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux).  'Phe  arable  land 
is  fev^en  oxgangs,  ’There  is  one  plough^  with  fix  vilUins^ 
and  fix  acres  of  meadow.  It  was^  and  is  now  worth  1 6 
fhillings.  Aluret  held  it  of  king  Edward  the  Confejjbr^ 
and  could  turn  himfelf  over  wherever  he  woidd. 

This  place  has  long  fince  been  feparated  into  many 
different  eftates,  infomuch  that  the  continuing  a fe- 
nes  of  the  owners  of  them  would  afford  no  entertain- 
ment to  the  reader.  After  bilhop  Odo’s  difgrace,  in 
the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter 

" See  more  of  this  family  under  Farningham. 
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I'eems  to  have  had  fome  property  in  this  eftate;  for 
among  the  lands,  contributary  towards  the  repair  of 
Rochefter-bridge,  the  bifhop  is  bound  to  repair  and 
make  the  third  pier  of  that  bridge,  as  holding  Piiien- 
dene,  among  other  lands  in  thele  parts.'" 


CHARITIES. 

Anthony  Roper,  efq.  gave  by  will,  about  the  year  1594) 
the  poor  of  this  parifli,  at  the  difcretion  of  his  trufttes,  the  rents 
of  certain  houfes  and  lands  in  Eaft  Greenwich,  vefted  in  the  fame, 
the  average  value  of  which,  for  twelve  years,  has  been  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  61.  1 8s. 

Anne  Burrel  gave  by  will,  in  i6ii,  to  the  poor  of  this  pa- 
rifli,  a rent  charge,  ifliiing  out  of  lands  in  this  parilh,  vefted  in 
Ifaac  Parry,  gent,  of  Deptford,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

Thomas  Terry  of  Shoreham,  gave  by  will,  in  1628,  to  the 
poor  belonging  to  this  parifh,  who  do  not  receive  the  conun  on 
alms,  a houfe,  barn,  garden,  outlet,  and  fix  acres  of  land,  vefted 
in  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  61. 

Wm.  Turner  of  Erith,  gave  by  will,  in  1729,  to  be  diftnhu- 
ted  in  bread,  to  fuch  poor  as  moft  ufually  frequent  divine  fervice, 
and  do  not  receive  common  alms,  a rent  charge,  out  of  lands  in 
this  parifh,  vefted  in  the  heirs  of  John  Talker,  efq.  of  the  annual 
produft  of  2I. 


Horton  Kirby  Is  within  the  ecclesiastical 
JURISDICTION  of  dcanvy  of  Dart  ford,  and  diocejs 
of  Rochefter.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Mary,  is  built  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  wirli  a fpire 
fteeple  in  the  centre  of  it,  In  which  hangs  a peal  of 
five  bells. 


Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions,  in  this  church,  /« 
the  chancel  feveral  for  the  Bathurft  family  of  Franks  m tins 
parifti ; among  them  one  for  Sir  Thomas  Bathurft,  ot  Sir  Ed- 
ward obt.  1688.  In  the  nave., memorial,  with  the  figures  of  a 
man  and  woman  in  brafs,  and  thefe  arms,  a dievron  between  three 
cfcalloDs  within  a bordure  engrailed,  impaling  Bathurft,  for  John 
Brown,  efq.  ob.  1 595,  aet.  28  ; on  another  thefe  arms,  two  bars  lan- 
cette,  anda  chief,  the  inferip.  loft.  In  thehgh  chancel  is  an  arched 
recefs  in  the  wall,  ornamented  with  Gothic  carved  work,  and  un- 
derneath it  a tomb,  moft  probably  for  one  of  the  R os  « lords  of 
this  place,  and  patrons  of  this  church ; moft  likel)-  if  XiOt  the 


w Lanib.  Peramb.  p.  416. 
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founder,  yet  a good  benefactor  to  it.  On  the  gallerv,  under  the 
lieeple,  are  the  arms  of  Bathurft  and  Browne  carved'in  vv  ood  ; /a 
the  fouth  crofs  were  fome  remains  of  painted  glafs,  but  on  the ’re- 
pairing the  windows,  fome  years  ago,-  it  was  wholly  removed.* 

Inihe  churchyard  are  vaults  for  the  Talkers  and  Lanes. 

Sir  John  de  Cobham,  with  the  confent  of  Simon 
Sudbury,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  i ft  year 
ot  king  Richard  II.  gave  the  church  of  Horton  to  the 
mafter  and  chaplains  of  the  chantry  of  Cobham, 
founded  by  him,  and  their  fucceflbrs,^  and  procured 
the  appropriation  of  it  to  them.  The  bull  of  pope 
Gregory  XJ.  for  this  purpofe,  bears  date  that  year. 
In  the  6th  year  of  his  pontificate ; and  this  was  con- 
firmed by  Thomas  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1378, 
who,  by  his  decree,  then  endowed  the  vicarage  of  this 
church,  faving  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  the  ac- 
cuftomed  penlion  of  one  marc  per  annum  due  from 
it,  as  follows  : 

That  the  vicar  of  it,  for  the  time  being,  fhould 
have  of  the  profits  of  the  church,  a competent  habi- 
tation, in  the  name  of  a portion,  to  be  aftigned  by  the 
bifhop;  viz.  that  which  the  vicars  there  were  accuf- 
tomedofold  to  inhabit,  with  all  its  rights  whatfoever ; 
and  that  he  fhould  have  all  oblations,  made  in  the 
church  or  elfewhere,  within  the  parifh,  and  the  ob- 
ventions  and  offerings  that  fhould  be  made  at  the 
altar  of  the  church;  and  that  the  tithes  of  flax,  hemp, 
milk,  butter,  cheefe,  cattle,  calves,  wool,  lambs, 
geefe,  ducks,  pigs,  eggs,  wax,  honey,  apples,  pears, 
pidgeons,  fiflieries  of  ponds,  rivers,  lakes,  fowling, 
merchandizing,  trade,  herbage,  pafture  and  feedings, 
Jtlva  cadua  mills,  all  the  herbage  of  the  church-yard, 
and  all  other  fmail  tithes  whatever,  arifing  within  the 
parift,  of  whatever  fort  they  be,  entirely  and  wholly, 
tor  his,  and  his  vicarage’s  entire  and  whole  portion 

in  Reg.^?oft!7"7T6!"''  this  church  at  large, 

' P 43r.  3 Rich.  II.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  22;. 
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for  ever,  without  any  dedu6lion  or  dimnnltion,  all 
which  he  then  taxed  at  feven  marcs.  And  that  the 
vicar  Ihould  fuftain  the  burthens,  entirely  at  his  own 
proper  cofts  and  expences,  of  the  procurations  of  the 
archdeacon,  bread,  wine,  and  the  neceflary  repair  of 
the  buildings  of  his  vicarage,  and  all  other  burthens, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  whatfoever,  which  the  vi- 
cars of  the  church  for  the  time  being  had  been  before 
that  time  accuftomed  to  undergo  and  take  upon 
themfelves,  and  which  might  happen  to  the  church  in 
future,  of  what  fort  foever  they  might  be,  excepting 
the  reparation  of  the  chancel,  and  the  parfonagc  ot 
this  church,  whenever  there  fliould  be  occalion  for 
the  fame.* 

In  this  ftate  the  church  of  Horton  remained  till 
the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  the  college  of 
Cobham  was  diflblved,  by  the  aft  then  paffed  for  the 
fupprefiion  of  all  abbies,  religious  houfes,  and  hofpi- 
tals,  and  for  giving  their  lands  and  poffeffions  to  the 
king;  but  there  was  a provifo  in  it,  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  it  fhould  be  prejudicial  to  George  lord  Cob- 
ham,  and  his  heirs,  to  whom  the  king  had  given  li- 
cence by  his  word,  to  purchafe  and  receive,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  for  ever,  of  the  late  mailer  arid  brethren 
of  the  college  or  chantry  of  Cobham,  all  their  here- 
ditaments and  poffeffions.  Upon  which  this  church, 
thus  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  Cobham,  in 
the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign,  he  granted  to  the  king  the 
parfonage  of  Horton,  fubjedt  to  the  yearly  payments 
of  13s.  4d.  to  the  bilhop  of  Rocheller,  and  9s.  6d. 
to  the  archdeacon,  together  with  the  church  and  ad- 
vowfon  of  it.  How  long  it  Ilaid  in  the  crown  I know 
not ; but  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  it  was  part 
of  the  poffeffions  of  Lancelot  Bathurll,  efq.  of  Franks; 
after  which  it  continued  in  the  fame  owners  as  Franks 

Reg.  Roff.  p.  432.  Reg.  Fifher,  fol.  79.  Reg.  Subd.  fol.  12. 
MSS.  Lamb.  Augm.  Off.  Box  A.  41. 
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till  John  Talker,  efq.  poflefTor  of  the  parfonage,  fold 
the  advowfon  of  this  church  fome  years  ago  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Williams  of  Dartford,  and  he  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  it ; but  Mr.  Talker  died  poflefled  of  the 
parfonage  in  1796,  an'd  his  widow  is  now  poflelfed 
of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Horton  was  valued  at  thirty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage 
at  feven  marcs. ^ 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry^  taken  in  1 650, 
It  was  returned,  that  Horton  was  a vicarage,  with  a 
houfe,  and  four  acres  of  glebe  land,  worth  twenty 
pounds  per  annum,  Mr.  Weller  Collins  enjoying  it, 
and  preaching  there.^ 

Horton  is  adifcharged  living,  in  the  king’s  books, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value,  as  certified,  of  39I.  is.  3d. 
the  yearly  tenths  being  los.  9d. 

The  vicarage  has  been  augmented  by  the  governors 
of  queen  Anne’s  bounty ; in  confequence  of  which  an 
eftate  at  Brockhull,  in  this  pari Ih,  has  been  purchafed 
for  the  benefit  of  it. 

There  was  a perpetual  chantry  founded  in 
the  parilh  church  of  Horton,  which  was  furrendered 
and  given  up  to  the  king  by  the  ads  of  the  37tli  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  and  the  ill  of  king  Edward  VI. 
By  the  furvey  ot  this  chantry,  now  in  the  augmenta- 
tion-office, it  appears,  that  the  clear  yearly  revenues 
of  it  were  62s.  8^d.  the  whole  being  a yearly  annui- 
t)  of  3I.  6s.  8d.  payable  from  the  late  monaftery  of 
Boxley,  which  had  been  paid  ever  fince  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  that  houfe  ; that  there  was  a rent  out  of  it, 
payable  yearly  to  the  lord  of  Horton  manor,  of  3s. 

I i-rd.  that  the  founder  of  the  chantry  was  not  known, 
mt  the  profits  and  annuity  above  mentioned  had 
been  employed  to  find  a prieft,  to  celebrate  divine 

* Stev.  Mon.  vol.  p.  456. 

* Pari.  Surveys,  Lamh.  lib.  vol.  xix.  Bacon’s  Lib.  ^legis. 
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fervice  in  the  pariih  church  of  Horton  forever.  This 
rent  was  fold  by  Sir  Walter  Mildmay,  one  of  the  ge- 
neral furveyors  of  the  court  of  augmentation  ; and 
Robert  Kelway,  efq.  by  virtue  of  a commiffion  under 
the  great  feal,  anno  2 king  Edward  VI.  to  Thomas 
Trend. 


CHURCH  OF  HORTON  KIRKBY. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ’ivhom prefented. 


Francis  Bathurji^  efq.... 

Lord  Bathurji.'^ 

fohn  Tajker^  efq 

Mr.  Thomas  W^illiams. 


Augm.  Off.  Surv.  of  Chantries, 
c Prynne,  p.  710. 
d And  reiSor  of  Nutfted.  Coftom. 
Roff.  p.  38. 

e Reg.  Roff.  p.  5S8. 
f Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xnii.  p.  998. 
There  are  only  three  days  between 
the  dates  of  this  and  the  following 
prefeutation,  which  are  both  alike, 
are  faid  to  belong  to  the  king,  for  that 
turn,  by  laplc. 


VICARS. 

Baldwin  de  Caundell,  annoactk 
Edward  1.“^* 

John  Alehin.,  in  1589.** 

John  Gerry.,  in  1557.® 

Chrijlohher  Dale.,  E.  D.  Feb.  ir, 
1627.^ 

Francis  Cornwall^  February  19, 
1627.'* 

Jd^cller  Collins.,  1650. 

Thomas  Grei,  1690.* 

John  Goheir,  l6gi.^ 

William  Hopkins^  1698,  ob.  Oft. 
1,1742*. 

Vincent  Hotchkys.,  induft.  April 
15,  1743,  obt.  Nov.  1763." 
Edmuyid  Fatmccy  A.  M.  induft. 

Mar.  16,  1764,  refig.  1770.® 
Richard  Williams^  ^77°'  Pre-. 
fent  vicar. 

b He  was  reftor  of  High  Halftow, 
and  on  Aug.  30,  1628,  a difpenfation 
pafled  for  his  holding  Hoo  with  it. 

1 Horton  Regifter. 
k Ibid. 

1 He  lies  buried  In  this  church- 
yard. 

nt  He  purchafed  this  turn  of  pre- 
fentation.  , 

n He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

» Alfo  vicar  of  Sutton  at-Hone« 


FARNINGHAM 
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— 'ft©* 

FARNINGHAM 

LIES  the  next  parifh  fouthward  from  Horton. 
It  is  called  in  Domefday,  FerLingeham  and  Fermnge^ 
ham ; and  afterwards,  in  antient  deeds  and  writings, 
Fremingham ; which  fignifies  a village  near  the  running 
llream. 

The  high  road  from  London  through  Footfcray,  to- 
wards W rotham  and  Maidftone,  crofTes  this  parifh  eafl- 
ward,  along  which  it  extends  near  five  miles,  the  average 
breadth  is  about  a mile  and  a quarter;  the  river  Da- 
rent  meanders  its  filver  dream  acrofs  the  parifh  north- 
ward, in  the  midd  of  a valley  of  fertile  meadows,  whence 
the  hills  rife  both  towards  the  ead  and  wed.  As  you 
approach  it  from  thefe  hills  on  either  fide,  it  forms 
the  mod  beautiful  and  piflurefque  landfcape  that  can  be 
imagined.  The  village  of  Farningham  is  fituated  on 
each  fide  of  the  above  road,  in  the  midd  of  the  valley 
clofe  to  the  Darent,  over  which  here  is  a handfome 
brick  bridge  of  four  arches,  built'  within  thefe  few 
years  at  tlic  public  charge  of  the  county  ; the  former 
one  being  found  infuflicient  for  fo  large  a thoroughfare. 
Near  it  the  river  turns  a corn  mill,  built  on  a mod  ex-  . 
penfive  mechanical  condrudlion  ; not  far  from  it  dands 
the  manfion,  now  belonging  to  Mr.  Fuller,  and  a little 
beyond  it  the  church  and  vicarage,  with  other  genteel 
houfes  interfperfed  throughout  it,  and  two  capital  inns, 
forming  altogether  a fituation  remarkably  healthy  and 
plealant,  and  exceedingly  convenient  for  its  accommo- 
dations in  every  refped.  On  the  wedern  hill,  adjoin- 
ing the  high  road,  is  Petham  place,  and  on  the  Qppo- 
fite  one  the  houfe  of  Chartons  and  Chimbhams  farm; 
on  the  fame  hill  to  the  northward  is  Eglantine,  and  on 
the  hill  qppofite  to  it  the  edate  called  /he  Folly.  The 
parifh  of  Eynsford  to  the  fouthward  comes  up  very 
near  the  back  of  the  village.  There  are  about  four 

thoufand 
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thoufand  acres  of  land  in  this  parifli,  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  are  wood;  eighty  acres  very  fertile  mea- 
dow, and  the  reft  arable.  The  foil  is  chiefly  chalk, 
excepting  near  Kingfdown,  where  it  Is  a ftrong  heavy 
tillage  land,  of  which  kind  is  the  land  of  Petham- 
place  farm  likewife,  only  not  fo  much  covered  with 
flint  ftones. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
this  parifh.P 

In  the  year  1728  there  was  a flight  fliock  of  an 
earthquake  felt  in  thefe  parts,  at  which  time  a piece  of 
ground  in  a meadow  In  Farningham  fell  in,  fo  as  to 
leave  a pit  eight  or  ten  feet  over,  and  near  as  deep, 
and  being  on  a level  with  the  river  it  was  foon  filled 
with  water,  within  three  or  four  feet  of  the  top.  This 
piece  of  ground  was  fo  found  before  as  to  bear  car- 
riages over  it.^ 

Gerarde  fays,  perfoliata  vulgaris ^ or  common  throw 
waxe,  grows  fo  plentifully  in  the  fields,  on  the  top  of 
the  hills  here,  as  to  become  a nuifance  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  them,'  and  that  Rhamnus  folutivuSi  or  Buck- 
thorncy  grows  much  on  the  wafte  grounds  about  this 
place." 

Archbishop  Alphece,  in  the  year  1010,  gave  Far- 
ningham to  Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  for  the 
cloadiing  of  the  monks  there  ; and  endowed  it  with  the 
fame  liberties  and  privileges  as  their  manor  of  Middle- 
ton  was  endowed  with,  which  is  exprefled  by  the  let- 
ters L.  S.  M.  Liber e Sicut  Middleton  ; though  in  Dug- 
dale,  vol.  i.  p.  21,  it  is  L.  S.  A.  Liber e Sicut  Adijlmniy 
which  was  the  moft  ufual  expreflion  in  grants  to  Chrift- 
church  within  this  county.* 

In  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Anfgotus 
de  Ros  held  this  eftate  of  the  archbifliop  by  knights 

p Kilb.  Surv.  p.  360.  Johnfon’s  Gerardc’s  Herb. 

Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  xxxv,  p.  526,  1337. 

No.  399.  ' Somn.  Cant,  appen.  p.  39. 
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fervice,  and  the  monks  of  Chrift-church  received  only 
an  annual  ferm  of  four  pounds  out  of  it,  towards  their 
cloathing. 

Accordingly  it  is  thus  entered  in  Domefday,  under 
the  title  of  Terra  Militum  Archiepi  j that  is,  lands  held 
by  knights  fcrvice  of  the  archbilhop  : 

Anfgotus  ( de  Ros ) holds  of  the  archbifhop  Ferninge- 
ham.  It  was  taxed  at  i fuling.  The  arable  land  is 
In  demefne  there  are  1 caruiates^  and  13  vil- 
leins, %vith  5 borderers,  having  3 carucates  a7id  an  half. 
There  are  6 acres  of  meadow,  zvood  for  the  pajinage  of 
20  hogs,  arid  Richard  de  Tonebrige  has  as  much  of  the 
faid  wood  in  his  lowy.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Confefor  this  7vanor  zvas  worth  7 pounds,  and  now  1 1 
pounds  ; of  thefe  the  mo7iks  of  Catiterbwy  have  4 pounds, 
tozvards  their  cloathing. 

Befides  the  before-mentioned  eftate,  Odo,  the  great 
biOiop  ol  Baieux,  was  poflefled  of  confiderable  ones 
in  this  parifh  which  are  entered  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  under  the  general  tide  of  his  lands,  as 
follows : 

Malgerius  ( de  Rokefle)  holds  ( of  the  bijhop  of  Baieux) 
2 yoke  of  land  in  Ferlingeham.  _ The  arable  land  is  3 
oxgangs.  There  are  2 oxen,  with  i borderer,  and  2 
acres  of  ineadozv.  It  was,  and  ts  710W  worth  1 5 fljil- 
linp.  Brunefune  held  it,  and  could  turn  himfelf  over, 
zvith  his  land,  where  he  pleafed. 

And  foon  after  thus  ; 

IVadard  holds  of  the  bijhop  ( of  Baieux ) half  a fuling 
i’l  Ferningeham.  The  arable  land  is  three  carucates. 
In  demefne  there  are  2 carucates,  with  1 villein,  and  2 
cottagers,  md  5 fervants.  There  is  the  half  of  a mill 
of  5 /hillings  value,  4 acres  of  meadow,  wood  for  the 
pannage  of  5 hogs.  Befides  this  half  Juling,  Wadard 
olds  half  a yoke  in  the  fame  parijh,  which  was  never 
taxed  to  the  king.  In  the  whole  it  was  zvorth  \ pounds, 
^/d  now  6 pounds.  Eftan  held  it  of  king  Edward  the 
onf  ejjor,  and  could  Jurn  himfelf  over  wherever  he  pleafed. 

And 
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And  afterwards,  under  the  fame  title, 

Ernidf  de  Hefding  holds  Ferninghame.  It  zvas  taxed 
for  three  yoke.  Fhe  arable  land  is  2.  carucates.  There  are 
now  6 oxgatigSf  with  2 villeinSy  and  3 borderers.  There 
is  1 mill  of  10  Jhillings  value ^ and  8 acres  of  meadow. 
Pajiure  for  100  Jheep^  zvood  for  the  pannage  of  10 
hogSy  and  \\  pence.  The  king  has  of  the  zvood  of  this 
manor  as  much  as  is  worth  8 jhillings.  The  whole 
manor  was  worth  3 pounds^  and  now  40  Jhillings. 
Dering  held  it^  and  could  turn  himfelf  over  zvherever 
he  pleafed. 

The  eflate  before-mentioned  held  of  the  archbifhop 
by  Anfgotus  de  Ros,  feems  to  have  been  that  which  is 
now  called  Chartons,  and  the  others  held  of  the  bifl:iop 
of  Baieux  that  which  was  afterwards  ftiled 
The  manor  of  FARNiNGHAM,whichon  thedifgrace 
of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  was  by  king  William  confifcated 
with  the  reft  of  his  pofleflions  j after  which  great  part  of 
them  in  this  parifti,aswill  be  feen  hereafter,  were  granted 
to  William  de  Arfick,  and  together  with  others  made  up 
the  barony  of  Arfick,  being  held  as  of  the  caftle  of  Dover 
in  capitey  by  barony.  Of  him  thofe  before-mentioned 
in  this  parifh  were  again  held  under  the  notion  of  one 
knight’s  fee,  by  the  family  of  Ros  ; one  of  whom, 
Jordan  de  Ros,  anno  2 king  John,  gave  forty  marcs 
to  the  king,  to  have  feifin  of  the  land  of  Lullingfton 
and  Farningham,  of  which  he  was  evidted  by  his  ne- 
phew, whofe  father  never  had  been  poffefled  of  it,  but 
died  before  his  eldeft  brother,  who  had  feifin,  and  to 
whom  Jordan  fucceeded  in  his  inheritance.  In  the 
next  reign  of  king  Edward  1.  Alicia  de  Ros  held  three 
quarters  of  one  knight’s  fee,  in  Farningham,  in  dower 
of  Richard  de  Ros,  and  he  of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Ar- 
fick, and  he  of  the  king;  and  William  de  Ros  then 
held  one  quarter  of  a fee  here  of  the  faid  Alicia,  and  ftie 
of  the  heirs  of  Robert  de  Arfick  as  aforefaid.* 

‘ Book  of  Knights  Fees  In  the  Exchequer. 
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Of  the  Ros’s  this  eftate,  which  feCms  then  to  have 
been  efteemed  as  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Farning- 
ham,  was  again  held  by  a family  called  De  Ifield,  as  it 
was  fbon  afterwards  by  another,  who  took  the  name  of 
De  Fremingham,  from  their  poffeflion  of  this  place. 
Ralph  de  Fremingham  obtained  a weekly  market  on  a 
Tuefday,  and  a fair  yearly,  to  continue  for  four  days, 
the  vigiU  the  day  of  St.  Peter,  and  two  days  after  j and 
the  grant  of free  warren  to  this  manor,  in  the  55th  year 
of  king  Henry  III.  He  left  a fon  John,  and  a daughter 
Joane,  married  to  Roger  I (ley  j which  John  de  Fre- 
mingham held  it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  in 
which  he  was  fheriff  of  this  county  feveral  times.  His 
fon,  by  Agnes  Stafford  his  wife,  was  Sir  Ralph  de  Fre- 
mingham, who  held  this  manor  in  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  when  he  paid  aid  for  it  as  three  parts 
of  one  knight’s  fee,  which  John  de  Ifield  before  held 
in  Farningham,  at  which  time  he  paid  a further  aid  for 
one-fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee,  which  he  likewife 
held  in  this  place.  He  was  fheriff  of  Kent  in  the 
3 2d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  died  next  year. 
His  fon,  John  de  Fremingham,  was  of  Lofe,  in  this 
county,  and  was  fheriff  in  the  2d  and  17th  years  of 
king  Richard  II.  He  had  the  grant  of  this  manor 
made  to  his  anceftor  confirmed  in  the  7th  and  18th 
years  of  that  reign."  He  was  fheriff  of  London  anno 
3 king  Henry  IV.  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent ^ a fefs 
gules y between  3 Corniffj  choughs  proper which  arms  are 
ftill  remaining  on  the  roof  of  the  cloyfters  at  Canterbury. 
He  died  in  the  1 3th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  and  left  by  his 
will  lands,  to  find  two  chaplains  to  celebrate  at  the  altar 
of  St.  Stephen,  in  the  monaftery  of  Boxley ; before 
which  altar  John  Fremingham,  of  Lofe,  was  afterwards 
buried ; and  where  Alice  his  wife.  Sir  Ralph  his  fa- 
ther, and  the  lady  Katherine  his  mother,  then  lay 
buried.  Leaving  no  iffue  by  Alice  his  wife,  this  ma- 

'*  Philipott,  p.  151. 

• Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  Book  v'.  p.  116. 
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nor  came  to  Roger  Ifley,  of  Sundridge,  whofe  de- 
fcendant,  Thomas  Ifley,  of  that  place,  died  poflelTed 
of  it  in  anno  1 1 king  Henry  VIII.*  when  it  was  found 
to  be  held  of  Dover-caftle,  by  caltle-guard  rent,  and 
was  efleemed  as  one  knight’s  fee.  He  was  fucceeded 
in  the  pofleflion  of  it  by  hisfon.  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  who, 
by  the  a£t  of  the  2d  and  3d‘of  king  Edward  VI.  pro- 
cured his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  difgavelled. 

Being  concerned  in  the  rebellion  raifed  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Wyatt,  in  the  firft  year  of  queen  Mary,,  he  was 
then  attainted,  and  executed  at  Sevenoke,  and  his  lands 
were  confifcated  to  the  crown.^  Queen  Mary,  by  her 
letters  patent,  anno  i and  2 Philip  and  Mary,  for  one 
thoufand  pounds  granted  to  William  Ifley,  efq.  and  his 
heirs,  all  the  manors  and  lands  then  remaining  in  her 
hands,  and  which  came  to  her  by  the  attainder  of  his 
father.  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  among  which  premifes  were 
Freningham  Upper  and  Lower  Court,  and  the  moiety 
of  the  manor  of  Charton  in  Freningham,^  and  he,  by 
deed  enrolled  in  chancery,  pafTed  away  the  above- 
mentioned  eftates,  in  exchange,  to  William  Roper, 
cfq.  of  Eltham,  who  bequeathed  them,  with  Petham- 
place,  and  other  lands  in  thefe  parts,  to  his  younger 
fon.  Sir  Anthony  Roper,  of  Farningham.  He  mar- 
ried Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Cotton,  of  Lanwade,  \ 
in  Cambridgefliire,  and  dying  in  1 597,  was  buried  in 
this  church. 

It  appears  that  a very  Angular  complaint  was  exhi- 
bited in  the  Star  Chamber  anno  1636,  10  Charles  I. 
by  John  Philipott,  efq.  againft  this  Sir  Anthony  Ro- 
per, for,  that  he  being  pofleflfed  in  fee  of  feveral  farm- 
houfes  here,  whereto  a great  ftore  of  land  was  commonly 
ufed  in  tillage,  and  feveral  ploughs  kept  and  maintained 
thereon,  took  all  the  faid  farms  into  his  own  occupa- 
tion, and  converted  all  the  lands  into  pafture,  and  de- 

* Rot.  Efch.  See  more  of  the  ^ Philipott,  p.  151. 
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populated  and  pulled  down  three  of  the  farm  houfes, 
and  fuffered  the  other  two  to  run  to  ruin,  and  lie  unin- 
habited, although  he  might  have  had  as  great,  and 
greater  rents  for  them,  than  he  had  before ; and  that 
he  had  pulled  down,  and  fufFered  to  go  to  decay,  and 
be  uninhabited,  a water  corn-mill  here,  which  before  ufed 
to  grind  {lore  of  corn  weekly  ; in  all  which  he  had  had 
refped  merely  to  his  own  intereil,  without  any  regard 
-to  the  good  of  his  king  and  country ; as  from  each  of 
the  faid  farms  fifty  quarters  of  wheat,  befides  other 
grain,  ufed  yearly  to  be  fent  to  London  ; many  poor 
men  and  women  uled  to  be  employed  j twenty  men 
fit  for  the  king’s  fervice  ; feveral  carts  for  the  carrying 
of  timber  for  the  royal  navy,  &c.  That  one  of  the 
farms,  Petham-place,  was  a great  defence  and  fuccour 
for  travellers,  w^ho  palled  that  way;  which,  fince  the 
above,  had  been  a harbour  for  thieves,  and  many  rob- 
beries had  been  there  committed.  W^hich  depopula- 
tion being  clearly  proved,  their  lordfhips  told  him  he 
was  a great  offender,  and  fit  to  be  feverely  punifhed  ; 
for  that  it  was  a growing  evil,  and  had  already  fpread 
itfelf  into  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which,  if  not 
prevented,  might  grow  very  prejudicial  and  dangerous 
to  the  flate  and  commonwealth.  They  therefore  fen- 
tenced  him  to  pay  a fine  of  four  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  king,  and  ftand  committed  to  the  Fleet  j that  he 
fliould  acknowledge  his  offence  in  open  court  at  the 
next  affizes  for  the  county  ; and  the  decree  to  be  there 
publicly  read,  as  a forewarning  to  others.  That  he 
Ihould  pay  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  profecutor, 
whom  they  much  commended  for  his  care  and  dili- 
gence in  this  affair,  befides  his  cofls  of  luit.  To  the 

minifler  of  Farningham  one  hundred  pounds,  and  the 

like  furn  to  the  poor  there,  in  recompence  of  what 
theymuft  have  fullered  by  the  above ; and  laftly,  he 
was  ordered,  within  two  years,  to  repair  and  build 
apmall  the  farm-houfes,  with  their  out-houfe,  and 
the  corn-mill,  and  make  them  fit  for  habitation  and 

ufe. 
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life,  as  formerly ; and  to  reftore  the  lands  formerly 
ufed  with  them,  being  upwards  of  fix  hundred  acres  of 
land,  to  the  faid  farm-houfes,  and  let  the  fame  at  fuch 
reafonable  rents  as  the  county  would  afford.* 

But  to  return.  Sir  Anthony  Roper  was  fucceeded  by 
Anthony,  his  eldeft  fon,  who  was  afterwards  knighted 
at  the  coronation  of  king  James  I.  He  devifed  his 
eftates  in  Farningham,  by  his  will,  to  Sir  John  Cotton, 
of  Lanwade,  in  truft,  to  be  fold  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts,  and  other  ules,  though  Mr.  Henry  Roper, 
(the  only  furviving  brother  of  Sir  Anthony)  com- 
menced a fuit  at  law  with  Sir  John  Cotton,  for  the  pof- 
lefTion  of  them ; but  on  a trial,  the  jury  gave  their 
verdift  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Sir  John  Cotton  palled 
away  Farningham  manor,  in  which  Upper  and  Nether 
Courts  which  latter  flood  on  the  fcite  where  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Hanger  built  his  new  houfe,  on  the  north  fide  the 
road,  oppofite  the  prefent  feat,  latel  Fullertons,  were 
included,  to  Sir  John  Reale,  who  had  been  created  a 
baronet  in  1660,  and  had  been  IherifF  of  this  county  in 
1665.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Sable^  on  a chevron  or, 
between  three  griffins  heads  erafed  argent,  three  Jlars  of 
fix  points  gules.  He  was  of  a merchant’s  family  in 
London,  and  had  firft  fettled  at  Maidflone,  whence  he 
removed  hither,  and  dying  in  1684,  lies  buried  here, 
leaving,  by  Jane  his  wife,  two  daughters  and  coheirs 
of  whom  Jane  married  Sir  George  Hanger,  of  Drif- 
field, in  Glouceflerfliire  ; and  Elizabeth  married  Wil- 
liam Emmerton,  efq.  of  Chipfted,  and  on  the  partition 
of  their  inheritance,  this  manor  fell  to  the  fliare  of  the 
former. 

His  fon,  William  Hanger,  new  built  the  manor-^ 
houfe  on  the  old  fcite,  which  was  burnt  down  in  1740, 
before  it  was  quite  finifhed,  and  it  has  not  fince  been 
rebuilt.  Upon  which  he  purchafed,  of  John  Fuller- 
ton, efq.  the  feat  oppofite  to  it,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 

^ See  Rufliw,  Coll.  vol.  ii.  p.  270,  vol.  iii.  append,  p,  106. 
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the  road,  for  his  refidence,  and  died  without  iffue  and 
inteftate,  whereby  this  feat  and  eftate  came  to  his  bro- 
ther, Gabriel  Hanger,  efq.  of  Driffield,  in  Gloucefter 
ffiire,  who,  in  1761,  was  created  baron  of  Colraine,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  died  in  1773,  leaving 
by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Bond,  of 
Hereford,  feveral  children. 

He  devifed  his  eftates  in  this  county  to  his  fecond 
fon,  the  Hon.  William  Hanger,  with  divers  remain- 
ders over  i who,  in  1 774,  having  procured  an  aft  of 
parliament  for  that  purpole,  fold  Upper  Court,  with  a 
parcel  of  the  demefne  lands  lying  eaftward  of  the  feite 
of  Nether  Court,  called  Court  Gardens,  as  he  foon 
afterwards  did  the  feat  before-mentioned,  with  the  re- 
puted  manor  of  Farningham,  (there  having  been  no 
court  held  for  a great  number  of  years  paft)  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Fuller,  who  is  theprefent  polleflbr  of  them. 

Sir  John  Hinde  Cotton,  bart.  a direft  defeendant  of 
Sir  John  Cotton,  who  was  truftee  for  Roper,  fome 
years  ago,  on  the  pretence  that  the  manor  itfelf  was  not 
conveyed  by  his  anceftor  to  Hanger,  claimed  the  roy- 
alty and  pound  of  Farningham  j but  on  its  being  left 
to  the  arbitration  of  council,  they  determined  it  in  favor 
of  Hanger  •,  whofe  heirs  and  affigns  have  ever  fincc 
enjoyed  the  reputation  of  it. 

ChartonsIs  a reputed  manor  in  this  pariffi,  which 
was  antiently  called  Farningham  parva^  and  feems  to 
have  been  once  efteemed  as  a moiety  of  the  manor  of 
Farningham. 

This  eftate  was  held,  at  the  time  of  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  by  Anfgotus  de  Ros,  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury.  ^ From  this  family  it  went  into  the  name 
of  Ceriton,  alias  Charton,  who  probably  might  fix  their 
own  name  on  it.  In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward 
I I.  Waleran  de  Ceriton  held  one  knight’s  fee  in  Far- 
ningham, of  the  archbifhop,  and  accordingly  paid  aid 
or  It  as  fuch  that  year,  foon  after  which  this  manor 
eems  to  have  been  feparated  into  moieties,  one  of 

which. 
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which,  called  Chartons,  alias  Farningham  Parva,  being 
poflelTed  by  the  Freminghams,  was  given,  by  the  will 
of  John  de  Fremingham,  who  died  anno  13  king 
Henry  IV.  to  Roger  Ifley,  who  left  two  fons,  John, 
who  died  without  ifllie,  and  William,  who  fucceeded 
to  the  pofleffion  of  this  moiety  of  Chartons,  of  which 
he  diedpoffefled  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  IV. 
as  appears  by  the  inquifition  taken  that  year,  when  it 
was  found,  that  he  held  this  moiety  of  Chartons,  which 
was  worth  five  marcs  beyond  all  reprifes,  of  the  prior 
of  Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  byfervice  and  rent  in 
lieu  of  all  fervices.  From  him  this  moiety  deicended 
in  the  fame  trad  of  ownerfiiip  that  Farningham  manor 
did,  to  Sir  Anthony  Roper,  the  fon ; who,  by  his  laft 
will,  gave  it,  with  his  other  eftates  in  Farningham,  to 
Sir  John  Cotton,  of  Cambridgefhire,  in  truft  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  and  other  ufes.  He  conveyed 
this  eftate  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Cracker,  whofe  two  fons, 
Benjamin  and  Jofeph,  parted  this  moiety  of  Chartons 

between  them.  r 1 r r 

Benjamin  had  allotted  to  him  the  manfion-houie  ^ 

Chartons,  which  Hands  on  the  hill  about  a quarter  of  % 
mile  eaftward  from  the  village  of  Farningham,  with^, 
half  the  land  neareft  to  it  5 and  Jofeph  had  for  his  lhare 
the  farm  called  Eglantine,  and  that  part  of  the  land 
lying  in  the  village  near  the  river. 

Jofeph  Cracker,  on  his  deceafe,  was  fucceeded  m 
this  feat  and  eftate  belonging  to  it,  by  his  eldeft  fon, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Cracker,  attorney-at-law,  who  died  pol- 
feffed  of  it  in  1770  j upon  which  it  came,  by  virtue 
of  a family  fetdement,  to  his  nephew,  Mr.  Cabbinell, 
whofe  fon  in  1784  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Coxe,  of 
this  parifti,  yeoman,  whofe  widow  is  the  prefent  owner 

As  to  the  other  half  of  this  moiety y Mr.  Benjamin 
Cracker,  brother  of  Jofeph,  foon  after  the  above  divi- 
fion,  built  on  part  of  it  a good  feat  in  the  village  of 
Farningham,  adjoining  to  the  bridge  there,  which  he 

L 1 4 afterwards 
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afterwards  fold,  together  with  Eglantine,  and  the  reft 
of  his  lands  in  thisparilh,  to  John  Fullerton,  efq.  who 
about  1742  alienated  the  feat,  with  the  land  adjoining 
to  it,  to  William  Hanger,  elq.  The  truftees  of  whole 
nephew  the  honourable  William  Hanger,  in  1774, 
^ conveyed  it  with  his  other  eftates  in  this  parifli  in  man- 
‘ ner  as  before-mentioned,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Fuller,  the 
prelent  owner  of  it.  Charles  Milner,  efq.  who  mar- 
ried Harriet,  the  youngeft  daughter  of  Sir  John  Dyke, 
bart.  is  the  prefent  occupier  of  this  feat. 

The  remaining  part  of  this  eftate,  confiding  of 
Eglantine  farm,  the  Folly,  and  other  lands  adjoining 
to  it,  together  with  the  leafe  of  the  parfonage,  was  fold 
by  John  Fullerton,  in  1756,  to  Bourchier  Cleeve,  efq. 
of  Foots  Cray-place,  who  died  poflelled  of  it  in  1760, 
leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  married 
to  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.  late  of  Efcott,  in  Devon- 
fhire,  whofc  truftees  are  at  prefent  poflelled  of  thefe 
eftates. 


As  to  the  other  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Chartons, 
alias  Farningham  Parva,  much  of  the  land  belonging 
to  which  feems  to  lie  to  the  north  of  Farningham,  be- 
tween Eglantine-farm  and  Franks.  I find,  by  the  re- 
gifter  of  Chrift-church,  Canterbury,  that  Henry  de 
Scheneholt  was  bound  to  the  prior' of  Chrift-church  in 
an  annual  rent,  fora  moiety  of  the  manor  of  Frening- 
hatri  Parva,  which  was  once  Sir  Walter  de  Ceritone’s ; 
which  moiety  was,  fometime  afterwards,  held  by  Ro- 
bert, fon  of  Sir  Robert  de  Scotho.  After  which  this 
eltate  came  into  the  polfelTion  of  the  family  of  Grove- 
hertt ; one  of  whom,  Richard  Groveherft,  dying  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  without  male  ifllie,  his  three 
daughters,  married  to  Richard  Hextall,  Richard  Tick- 
u I’^tit,^  became  his  heirs  j and  they,  in 

rig  t o their  refpedive  wives,  became  entitled  to  it ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  king  Henry  VPs  reign,  con- 

St  l M 'vhofe  defeendant, 

Ldward  Martin,  fold  it,  with  Franks,  in  Horton  Kirk- 
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by,  In  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  to 
Lancelot  Bathurft,  alderman  of  London.  Since  which 
it  has  had  the  fame  owners  that  Franks  has,  and  as  fuch, 
became  the  property  of  John  Tafker,  efq.  of  Franks,** 
who  died  in  1796,  and  his  widow  is  now  pofTelTed  of  it.  ' 

Petham,  or  Pedham-place,  as  it  is  fometimes 
Ipelt,  is  fituated  about  half  a mile  weftward  from  Far- 
ningham,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  high  road  leading 
from  thence  to  London.  It  was  once  the  qflate  of  a 
family  of  that  name  j one  of  whom,  William  Petham, 
died  in  1517,  pofiTefTed  of  this  place,  and  Petham- 
court,  which,  though  in  Eynsford  parifii,  lies  adjoining 
to  it.  It  afterwards  came  into  the  poflefiion  of  the 
Ifleys ; from  whom  it  pafled  by  fale  to  the  Ropers ; 
and  thence  again,  by  the  will  of  Sir  Anthony  Roper, 
to  Sir  John  Cotton  ; who  conveyed  it  to  Sir  Edv/ard 
Bathurfl,  of  Franks,  in  Horton  Kirkby.  After  which 
it  defcended,  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  feat,  to  John 
Taflcer,  efq.  who,  in  1766,  conveyed  this,  with  other 
eftatcs  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  John  Calcraft,  efq. 
ofingrefs,  who  at  his  death,  in  1772,  devifed  it,  by 
his  will,  to  his  fon,  John  Calcraft,  who  fold  it  to  Sir 
John  Dyke,  bart.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Chimbhams,  vulgarly  called  ChimmanSy  is  another 
manor,  fituated  at  the  eaftern  bounds  of  this  parifli, 
next  to  Kingfdown.  It  antiently  gave  name  to  a fa- 
mily, who  were  owners  of  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. 
John  de  Chymbeham  held  this  place  of  Alexander  de 
Eafthall  j and  his  defcendant,  Laurence  de  Chymbe*, 
ham,  paid  aid  for  it,  in  the  20th  year  of  Edward  III. 
After  which  it  came  into  the  pofTefiion  of  the  Freming- 
hams  ; from  whom  it  pafTed  to  Ifley,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  their  other  eftates  in  this  parifli  did.  In  which 
family  this  manor  remained,  till  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  Vll.*"  when  Thomas  Ifley,  efq.  palTed  it  away 
by  fale  to  Thomas  Sibill,  efq.  who  died  poflelfed  of  it 

*’  See  Franks,  p.  500.  ‘ Philipott,  p.  1 5 r. 

in 
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in  IMQ,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church.  His  de- 
ibendant,  Nicholas  Sibell,  died  pofleffed  of  it  in 
the  I ft  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  holding  it  of  the 
king,  as  of  the  honour  of  Otford,  by  knights  fervice, 
Thomas  Sibell  being  his  fon  and  heir.**  From  this 
name  the  manor  of  Chimbhams  went,  by  a female  heir 
in  marriage,  to  Hide ; who  in  king  Charles  I’s  reign, 
fold  it  to  Mr.  James  Bunce,  alderman  of  London,  af- 
terwards knighted  by  king  Charles  II.  and  his^  dired 
defeendant,  James  Bunce,  efq.  of  Kemfing,  in  this 
county,  fold  it  a few  years  ago  to  Mr.  Whitaker,  of 
Wrotham,  who  left  it  to  his  nephew  John  Cooper,  of 
Riverhead,  whofe  widow  is  the  prefent  pofteflbr  of  it. 

William  Fitzhelt,  in  1143,  anno  9 king  Stephen, 
gave  to  the  monks  of  St.  Saviour’s,  in  Bermondicy, 
the  mill  of  Frenynham  ; which  was  afterwards,  in 
1224,  let  to  John  Scot,  for  ever,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
forty  fhillings  and  fix-pence.'  This  corn  mill  is  now 
the  property  of  Mr.  Henry  Colyer,  who  occupies  it 
himfelf. 

CHARITIES. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  certain  lands  and  tenements  in 
Eaft  Greenwich  and  Eynsford,  the  rents  to  be  diftributed  among 
the  poor  of  this  parifh,  who  do  not  receive  alms  regularly  of  it ; 
thefe  in  the  former  parilh  confift  of  marfh  land  and  a moiety  of 
feven  houfes,  being  of  19I.  clear  yearly  produce  upon  an  average 
of  twelve  years,  that  in  the  latter  being  a mark  yearly,  payable 
out  of  an  eftate  belonging  to  Sir  John  Dyke,  bait,  annual  produce 
13s.  4d. 

Henry  Farebrace,  vicar  of  this  parlfli  gave  by  his  will,  m 
1601,  to  the  poor  of  it,  los.  yearly  for  ever. 

Farningham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
feculiar  of  the  archbifhop,  it  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry 
of  Shoreham.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter  and  St  Paul,  confifts  of  one  ifle  and  a chancel, 
with  a tower  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  there  is  a good 

**  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

* Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  640. 

ring 


FARNINGHAM.-The  STodk  MARKEX.-On 
■Wednesday  last,  a friendly  show  of  stock  took  place  here 
in  connection  with  the  market,  when  prizes  were  awardej 
as  follows; -For  the  best  pen,  of  three  sheep  undei  two 
years  old,  fed  by  the  exhibitor  for  at  least  six  months,  ±d, 
to  Messrs.  G.  and  D.  Mandy  Eynsford  ; 2nd  prize,  £2,  to 
Mr.  W.  Dray,  Faruingham.  For  the  best  pen  often  lambs, 
fed  by  the  e.xkbitor  since  1854,  £3,  to  Messrs.  K.  and  J. 
Eussell,  Farningham  ; 2nd,  £2  to  Mr.  J.  Russell,  Petham 
court.  It  is  said  to  be  intended  to  have  a more  general 
^ shew  next  year,  in  order  to  contribute  to  the  encourage - 
* ment  now  bestowed  on  the  breoding  and  feeding  oi  im- 
proved  srock  by  farmers  generally, 
s The  Weather.— Notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  the 
^hriver  Darenth  at  this  place  and  at  Eynsford  and  Horton, 
the  stream  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  was  completely 
frozen  over  ; a circumstance  which  has  not  previously  oc- 
curred for  many  years.  On  Friday  a large  number  of  boys 
were  sliding  on  the  surface,  and  in  the  afternoon  a fare 
was  made  on  the  ice,  near  Eynsford,  and  a red  herring 
toasted  at  it  to  the  great  delight  of  a crowd  of  juveniles 
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knowledge.  Should  it  uc  oaiu — n uai  xo  & 
reply  mig^ht  be,  Knowledge  is  a telesco) 
which  objects  at  a great  distance  are  bro’ 
the  purposes  of  examination.  Knowledge 
compared  ^ a microscope,  which  rendei 
which  would  otherwise  have  escaped  obsei 
like  the  fairy  cap  and  shoes,  which  enabh 
one  to  see  anything  they  desired,  and  oftl: 
like  the  wind.  Knowledge  soon  became  ( 
infant  mind,  and  it  had  been  very  jusi 
Lord  Brougham,  that  a child  of  ordinal 
taiiied  more  knowledge  durinjj  the  5 first 
istence,  than  during  the  remaining  15  or 
sweetmeats  and  toys  taught  it  to  disorii 
vegetable  and  mineral  substances,  whilst  1 
being  dissolved  by  water,  and  other  such  a 
circumstances,  in  reality  taught  the  fir 
chemistry.  Much,  however,  depended  u 
ter  of  those  from  whom  children  obtainei 
pressions.  Children  might  be  likened  to 
for  a race.  They  all  started  equal  and  fro 
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ring  of  five  bells.  Near  the  weft  end  ftands  an  antient 
odagon  ftone  font,  with  emblematical  figures  carved 
in  each  copartment ; feven  of  thefe  feem  to  reprefent 
the  feven  facraments  of  the  church  of  Rome  j but  the 
whole  has  been  lately  fo  daubed  over  with  thick  paint, 
that  the  beauty  of  it  is  entirely  ruined.  ^ 


Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church,  in 
the  chancel  is  a grave  ftone,  with  the  figure  of  a man  and  infcrip- 
tion  inbrafs,  for  Sir  William  Gylborne,  vicar,  ob.  July  15,  1451 » 
another  like  for  Henry  Farebrace,  A.  M.  redtor  of  Ithain,  and  vi- 
car of  Farningham,  a benefadlor  by  his  will  to  the  poor  of  both 
parifties,  obt.  Feb.  21,  1601.  A graveftone  for  John  Pendleberry, 
thirty-five  years  vicar  here,  obt.  Dec.  19,  i7^9» 
morial  for  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Emmerton,  efq.  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Beale,  bart.  obt.  1689; 
above,  on  a bend,  three  lions  palTant ; another  for  lady  Jane 
Beale,  obt.  1676;  another  for  Sir  John  Beale,  bart.  obt.  1684. 
On  the  north  wall  are  the  figures  of  a man,  his  wife,  three  fons, 
and  two  daughters;  over  him  a fliield,  parted  per  fefs  azuie  and 
argent,  a pale  counterchanged,  three  roebucks  heads  erafed  or ; 
over  her,  fable  a chevron,  between  three  griffins  heads  eiafed 
argent ; then  others  with  different  quarterings  of  Ropei , for  An- 
thony Roper;  on  this  monument  has  been  another  inscription, 
but  now  wholly  defaced,  and  there  are  yet  remaining  the  arms 
and  quarterings  of  Cotton,  but  fo  high  and  fmall  that  tney  are  not 
perceptible.  In  the  nave,  a ftone  with  the  figure  of  a woman, 
in  brafs,  for  Alice  Taillon,  obt.  1514;  another  with  the  figures  of 
a man  and  woman,  in  brafs,  and  an  infcription,  t e fonr  lie  s o 
arms  are  gone,  for  T.  Sibill,efq.  and  Agnes  his  wife  ; he  died  m 
1519;  another  with  the  figure  of  a man  (that  ot  the  woman  is  loft) 
and  infcription  in  brafs  for  Wilfiam  Petham  and  Alice  }iis  wife ; 
he  died  in  1 517.  In  the  north  window,  next  the  pulpit,  is  the 

following  imperfecft  infcription,  Orate/ro  ammabm Sybbely 

uxorh  .jL  In  the  church  yard  is  a coftly  maufoleum,  ereaed  by 
Thomas  Nafii,  efq.  merchant  and  citizen  of  London,  who  died 
at  Paris  in  1 778,  and  whofe  remains  are,  with  others  of  hxs  faini  y, 

depofited  in  it. 

This  church  Teems  to  have  been  given^,  in  loio,  to 
the  church  of  Canterbury,  by  arch^lhop  E phege. 

Injheyear  1185,  anno  32  king  Henry  U.  pope 
Urban  III.  confirmed  fix  pounds  rent  out  of  Earning- 

f See  an  engraving  and  particular  defcription  of  this  font  m 
Cuftunial.  Roff.  p.  no.  ham. 
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ham,  and  the  tythes  of  the  manor  to  Chrlft-church, 
Canterbury.^  Stephen  Langton,  archbifhop  in  1225, 
confirmed  and  appropriated  this  church  to  the  almonry 
of  that  priory, by  a decree,  in  confequence,  of  a 
difpute  which  had  arifen,  whether  the  church  of  Far- 
ningham  was  a chapel  of  the  church  of  Eynsford, 
or  not  ? 

By  this  decree,  which  was  made  with  the  confent  of 
all  parties,  the  archbifliop  ordained,  that  the  reftor  of 
Eynsford,  and  his  fucceflfors,  fhould  poflefs  the  church 
of  Eynsford  entirely,  with  all  its  tythes,  great  and  fmall, 
&c.  as  he  did  before  ; and  that  the  almoner  of  Chrift- 
church,  and  not  the  monks,  (who  affirmed,  that  by  a 
decree  of  Henry,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  the  third 
part  of  the  great  tythes  of  the  church  of  Farningham, 
of  allowed  right,  belonged  to  them,  as  this  church  was 
a chapel  to  the  church  of  Eynsford),  fhould  have  and 
poflTefs,  to  the  ufe  of  their  almonry,  the  chapel  of  Far- 
ningham, excepting  the  vicarage,  which  confifled  of 
all  the  fmall  tythes  of  the  chapel,  as  well  as  of  obla- 
tions, lands,  rents,  and  all  other  things  belonging  to  it; 
but  that  the  monks  fhould  only  have  the  tythes  of  corn, 
and  of  the  other  produce  of  the  fields,  and  the  melTuage 
in  the  eaft  part  of  the  garden,  which  contained  fix  days 
works  and  a half  of  land,  from  which,  however,  they 
were  to  pay  the  vicar  one  hundred  fhillings  yearly ; and 
that  the  retlor  of  Eynsford  fhould,  on  a vacancy,  pre- 
fent  to  the  vicarage  of  that  church,  and  that  further  than 
this,  neither  fhould  intermeddle,  or  claim  a further 
right  in  the  above  premifes.  This  decree  was  the 
next  year  confirmed  by  pope  Gregory  IX.  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  pontificate. 

After  which,  there  were  feveral  compofitions  entered 
into  between  the  prior  and  the  vicar  of  this  parifli,  and 

Chdft-church,  Somn.  Cant,  append,  p.  41. 

the 
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the  portion  afTigned  to  the  latter  was  ratified  by  John 
archbtfhop  of  Canterbury  in  1348.^ 

The  church  of  Farningham  continued  appropriated 
to  the  almonry  of  Chrift-church  till  the  dilTolution  ot 
that  priory,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it 
was,  together  with  the  vicarage  of  it,  among  the  reft  of 
the  pofleflions  of  the  priory,  furrendered  into  the  king’s 
hands,  and  he,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d 
year,  fettled  this  church  and  vicarage  on  his  new- 
erefted  dean  and  chapter  there,  part  of  whofe  poflel- 
fions  the  redtory  ftill  remains ; but  the  advowfon  came 
foon  afterwards  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  in  whofe  patronage  it  now  continues. 

In  the  year  1384,  anno  8 king  Richard  II.  this 
church  was  valued  at  ten  pounds,  and  the  vicarage  at 
66s.  8d.  In  1622  there  was  a decree  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  in  favour  of  the  dean  and  chapter  againftSir 
Anthony  Roper,  for  a penfion  of  twelve  pounds  per 
annum,  ifliiing  out  of  the  manor  of  Chaitons. 

In  the  furvey  of  the  pofleflaons  of  the  late  dean 
and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  in  1650,  it  was  re- 
turned, that  in  Farningham  there  was  a parfonage,  or 
redory,  confifting  of  a fmall  dwelling-houfe,  a large 
barn,  and  other  out  offices,  a little  01  chard, ^ and  two 
clofes  of  arable,  containing  feven  acres  ; which,  with 
the  tythe  of  corn  and  other  profits,  was  worth  one  hun- 
dred pounds  coihs  aunts.  All  which  were  let  by  the 
dean  and  chapter,  anno  16  king  Charles  I-^for  twenty- 
one  years,  to  Richard  Bailey,  at  the  rent  or  two  pounds 
to  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  of  five  marcs,  or  3L  6s.  8d. 
one  quarter  of  wheat,  and  one  quarter  of  barley,  to  the 
vicar ; and  the  leflee  was  likewife  bound  to  provide 


* Archives  of  the  dean  and 
chapter  ol  Canterbury  among 
which  is  a fchedule  of  the 
boundaries  between  the  pa- 
riflies  of  Eynesford  and  Far- 


ningham. See  Ducarel’s  Rep. 

edit.  ii.  p.  179- , 

A copy  of  it  is  among  the 
charters  mifcellaneous  in  Lamb, 
libr.  vol.  vi. 
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entertainment  for  the  dean  and  his  officers  for  one  day, 
or  pay  twenty  ffiUlings  yearly.  The  leafe  of  this  rec- 
tory, or  parfonage,  was  fome  time  ago,  in  the  poflef- 
fionof  Robert  Thorpe,  who  died  in  1730,  and  lies 
buried  in  a vault  in  the  chancel  of  this  church.  It  af- 
terwards came  into  the  hands  of  John  Fullerton,  elq. 
who,  in  1756,  fold  his  intereft  in  it,  with  lands  in  this 
parilh,  to  Bourchier  Cleeve,  efq.  whofe  only  daughter  - 
and  heir,  Elizabeth,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir 
George  Yonge,  bart.  late  of  Efcott,  in  Devonfliire, 
whofe  truflees  are  now  in  die  pofleffion  of  it. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry^  made  in  1650, 
ifluing  out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Farning- 
hani  was  a vicarage,  widi  a houfe,  and  nine  acres  of 
glebe  land,  worth  forty  pounds  per  annum,  mailer 
Browne  enjoying  it,  and  preaching  here.* 

Thcvicarageis  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  9I.  5s.  lod. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  18s.  yd.™ 


CHURCH  OF  FARN INGHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  lirefented. 

Prior  and  Convent  of  Chrijl- church 
Archbijhop.  of  Canterbury 


1 pari.  Surveys,  Lambcth-library, 
vol.  xix. 

m Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis, 
n He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

o He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel.  He 
Vr'as  before  reftor  of  Ightham  ; to  the 
poor  of  which  parilh,  as  well  as  of 


vrcARS. 

JHm.  Gilborne^  ob.  July  1 5, 1 4 1;  1 .* 

prefented  in  r464. 

Henry  Farebrace^  A.  M.  obt. 

Feb.  21, 1601.'’ 

Thomas  Browne^  1684. 
yohn  Pendleberry^  1684,  obt. 
Dec.  9,  1719.'* 

jFa//«r,  1723,  ob.  Jan.  1738. 

fokn  Andrews,  A.  M.  1 744. 

John  Perry,  D.  D.  1 754,  obt. 

I 768.*' 

yohn  Saunders,  1 768.  Prefent 
vicar.'’ 

Farningham,  he  was  abenefaftor.  He 
religned  Ighihatn  for  Halfted. 

P He  lies  buried  In  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

q Alforeflorof  Alh  near'Wrotham. 
t Alfo  vicar  of  Newington  by  Sit- 
tingborne;  and  a lix  preacher  of 
Canterbury  cathedral. 
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SOUTHWARD  from  Farningham  lies  Eynf- 
ford,  fometimes  written  Aynsford,  fo  named  from  a 
noted  ford  here  over  the  river  Darent. 

This  parish  extends  about  four  miles  from  eaft 
to  weft,  and  about  three  miles  from  north  to  fouth ; 
on  the  north  fide  it  reaches  almoft  up  to  the  village 
of  Farningham,  near  to  which  flood  the  antient  man- 
lion  of  Sibell’s  i and  towards  the  weft,  over  the  hills, 
by  Wefted-farm  and  the  obfcure  and  little  known 
hamlet  of  Crockenhill,  both  within  its  bounds,  among 
a quantity  of  woodlands.  The  foil  is  in  general 
chalky,  except  towards  the  weft,  where  there  is  Tome 
ftrong  heavy  land.  The  village  of  Eynsford,  through 
the  eaftern  part  of  which  the  high  road  leads  from 
Dartford  through  Farningham,  and  hence  towards 
Sevenoke,  is  fituated  near  the  fouth-weft  bounds  of 
the  pariQi,  in  the  valley  on  the  banks  of  the  Darent ; 
over  it  there  is  a bridge  here,  repaired  at  the  public 
charge  of  the  county.  At  the  north  end  of  the  vil- 
lage, near  the  river,  are  the  remains  of  Eynsford  caftle,* 
and  at  the  fouth  end  of  it  the  church;  beyond  which 
this  parifh  extends  fouthwaid,  on  the  chalk  hills,  a 
mile  and  an  half ; where,  near  the  boundaries  of  it,  is 

Afton  lodge.  _ , • 

This  place  was  given  to  Chrift  church,  in  Canter- 

burv  in  the  time  of  archbifhop  Dunftan,  who  came 
to  the  fee  in  950,  by  a certain  rich  man,  named  ^1- 
phege  • after  wdiofe  death  one  Leofsune,  who  had 
married  the  widow  of  Eadric,  Elphege’s  nephew,  re- 
tained this  land  as  his  own,  notwithftandmg  this  de- 
vife  of  it.  Upon  which  the  trial  of  it  was  appointed 

■ « See  an  engraving  of  the  remains  of  this  caftle,  in  Cuftumale 

Roffenfe. 

at 
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at  JErhcdf,  before  Uulfi,  the  prieft  jcir-man,  or  judge 
of  the  county,  In  prefence  of  archbifhop  Dunftan, 
the  parties  themfelves,  the  bifhops  of  London  and  Ro- 
chetler,  and  a multitude  of  lay  people  j and  there,  in 
the  prefence  of  the  whole  alfembly,  the  archbifhop  ta- 
king the  crofsin  his  hand,  made  his  oath  upon  the  book 
of  the  eccleliaftical  laws  to  the feir-man^  who  then  took 
it  to  the  king’s  ufe,  as  Leofsune  himfelf  refufed  to 
receive  it,  that  the  right  ufe  of  thefe  lands  was  to 
Chrift  church  ; and  as  a farther  confirmation  of  it  to 
future  times,  it  had  the  ratification  of  a thoufand  of 
the  choiceft  men  out  of  Suthex,  Weflifex,  Middlefex, 
and  Eaftfex,  who  took  their  oaths  alfo  on  the  crofs  to 
the  truth  of  it  after  him.* 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  Eynesford  was  held  of  the  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury, by  knight’s  fervice,  and  accordingly  it  is  thus 
entered,  under  the  general  title  of  ^erra  Militum  Ar~ 
chiepi,  in  that  record. 

Ralph  Fitz  Unfpac  holds  Ensford  of  the  archbijhop. 

It  was  taxed  at  fix  fuling.  The  arable  land  is 

In  demefne  there  are  five  carucates  and  2,9  villeins^  with 
nine  borders^  having  1 5 carucates.  There  ai‘e  2 churches 
and  nine  fervants,  and  tzvo  mills  of  fhiUings^  and  29 
acres  of  meadow  ; wood  for  the  pannage  of  20  l^ogs.  In 
4he  time  of  king  Edward  the  Gonfefior  it  was  worth  1 6 
pounds,  and  now  it  is  zvorth  20  pounds. — Of  this  manor 
Richard  de  Tonebridge  holds  as  much  zvood  as  20  hogs 
may  go  out  from,  and  one  mill  of  five  fljillings,  and  one 
ffhery  in  this  lowy. 

In  the  reign  ot  king  Henry  II.  a family  of  the  name 
of  Eynsford  was  in  the  polfelRon  of  this  place,  one 
of  whom,  William  de  Eynesford,  was  (herifif  of  Lon- 
don in  that  reign. “ They  bore  for  their  arms,  A 

* See  Crayford,  p.  268.. 

“ In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  William  de  Eynesford  was 
flieritf  of  London.  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  b.  v.  p.  369. 

fretty 
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fretty  ermine,  which  coat  is  carved  on  the  roof  of  the 
cioifters,  at  Canterbury.  Willlatn  de  Eynesford,  whe- 
ther the  fame  as  above  mentioned  does  not  appear, 
held  the  manor  and  castle  of  Eynsford  of  the 
archbilhop,  at  which  rime  archbilhop  Becket,  having 
given  the  church  of  Eynsford  to  one  Laurence,  Wil- 
liam de  Eynesford  difpofl'efled  him  of  it,  for  which 
he  was  excommunicated  by  the  archbifllop,  which 
offended  the  king  exceedingly;*  another  of  the 
fame  name  pofTeffed  this  manor  and  caftle  in  the  12th 
and  13th  years  of  king  John.'^  In  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  I.  this  eftate  was  become  the  property  of  the 
family  of  Criol,  in  the  21  ft  year  of  which,  as  appears 
by  the  Tower  records,  John  de  Criol  and  Ralph  de 
Sandwich  claimed  the  privileges  of  a manor  here;  Ni- 
cholas de  Criol,  a defcendant  of  this  John,  died  pol- 
feffedofit,  anno  3 king  Richard  II. ^ after  which  it 
paired  by  fale  to  the  Zouches,  of  Harringworth.  Wil- 
liam Zouche  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  the  5th  year  ot 
that  reign,  and  left  three  fons.  Sir  William  le  ZOTche 
of  Braunfield,  Edmund,  and  Thomas;  which  laft  had 
this  caftle  and  manor,  of  which  he  was  pofleffed  at  his 

death,  anno  6 king  Henry  IV.-  ^ i 

fed  into  the  name  of  Chaworth;  and  Elizabet  1,  wi  e 
of  William  Chaworth,  was  found  to  die  poffefled  ot 
it  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VIE  Soon  after 
which,  it  was  conveyed  by  fale  to  Sii  eiciya  ai  , 
of  the  body  of  Henry  VIIl.  ^ is  fon  Sir  George 
Hart,  died  anno  22  queen  Elizabeth  pof  e ql  o yi 
caftle  and  manor,  with  the  mill,  called  Gari^^||» 
holding  them  of  the  king,  as  of  his  manor  of  Ottord, 
by  knights  fervice;*  fmce  which  they  have  defcended 
in  the  fame  manner  that  Lullingftone  has  to  Sir  John 
Dixon  Dyke,  bai  t,  the  prefent  pofteflor  of  them. 


''  Dec.  Script,  col.  7^^' 
Lib.  Rub.  Scacc. 

^ Rot.  Efcb. 

VOL.  II. 


^ lb.  and  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i. 
p.  691. 

“ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 


,M  m 
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There  are  large  ruins  flill  remaining  of  Ej'nsford 
caflle.  The  walls,  which  are  built  of  fquared  flint, 
are  near  four  feet  thick,  being  entire  for  near  forty 
■ feet  in  height.  The  circuit  of  thefe  walls  are  of  a very 
irregular  form,  and  contain  about  three  quarters  of 
an  acre  of  ground,  in  the  middle  of  them  is  a ftrong 
keep  or  dungeon.  It  ftands  at  a fmall  diftance  eaft- 
ward  from  the  river-Darent,  between  which  and  the 
caflle,  as  w'ell  as  for  the  fame  fpace  about  it,  there  is 
much  rubbifli  and  foundations  of  buildings,  and  there 
are  remains  of  a broad  moat  round  it,  now  quite  dry. 
/q  ‘Many  lands  in  Eynsford  are  held  of  this  manor  by 
annual  quit  rents.  A conflable  is  chofen  at  the 
court  leet,  held  for  it,  for  the  liberty  of  Eynsford, 
which  extends  over  the  parifli  of  Eynsford,  and  great 
part  of  the  fouth  fide  ol  Farningham-flreet. 

South-court  is  a manor  here,  which,  was  anti- 
ently  part  of  the  eflate  of  the  family  of  Eynesford,  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  was  formerly  parcel  ofEynf- 
ford-caflle.  John  de  St.  Clere  poffefled  this  manor 
in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  at  which  time 
he  paid  aid  for  it.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
it  was  come  into  the  name  of  Dinhamj  and  John 
Dinham  died  pofleflcd  of  the  manor  of  South-court, 
with  its  appurtenances,  in  Eynsford,  which,  he  held 
of  the  archbilhop,  as  of  his  manor  of  Otford,  by 
knights  lervice,  in  the  17th  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
From  Dinham  it  pafl'ed  by  fale  to  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt 
of  Allington-caflle,  from  wdiich  family  it  w^as  fold  to 
Hart ; and  Sir  John  Hart,  ion  and  heir  of  Sir  Per- 
cival  Hart,  knight  of  the  body  to  king  Henry  VIII.*^ 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  22d  year  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, holding  it  of  the  queen,  as  of  her  manor  of  Ot- 
ford, by  knight  fervice. 

Since  this  unity  of  pofleflion,  the  flyle  of  thefe  ma- 
nors has  been,  the  caflle  and  manor  of  Eynsford  cum 

® Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

South- 


**  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p*  691. 


EYNSFORD. 


Southcourt  ; by  which  title  they  liave  defcehded,  in 
the  fame  manor  as  Lullingftone,  to  Sir  John  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart.  the  prefent  poffelfor  of  them. 

The  MANOR  ^Orkesden,  the  manfion  of  w'hich 
is  now  called,  by  corruption,  Aston-lodge,  was 
antiently  polfetfed  by  a family,  who  took  their  fur- 
name  from  their  relidence  here.  William  de  Orkef- 
den,  in  the  12th  and  13th  years  of  king  John’s  reign 
held  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Eynsford,  by  knight’s  fer- 
vice  of  the  archbifliop.  He  was  one  of  the  Recogni- 
tores  Magn^e  or  juftices  of  the  Great  Affize."^ 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  Reginald  de  Cob- 
ham  was  become  polfefled  of  this  manor  j in  the  r4th. 
year  of  which  he  obtained  a charter  of  free  -warren  in 
'all  the  demefne  lands  w'ithin  his  lordfliip  of  Orkef- 
denne  j and  in  the  next  year  he  obtained  licence  to  caf- 
tellate  his  houfe  here.  He  was  fon  of  Reginald  de 
Cobham,  who  was  fon  of  John  de  Cobham  of  Cob- 
ham,  by  his  fecond  wife,  Joane,  daughter  of  Hugh 
de  Nevill.^ 


This  Reginald  de  Cobham  was  a great  warrior  j 
and  in  the  i8th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  was  con- 
ftituted  admiral  of  the  king  s fleet,  from  the  Thames 
mouth  weftward.  In  the  20th  of  king  Edward  TIL 
he  paid  aid  for  one  quarter  of  a fee  in  Orkefden,  which 
he  held  of  William  de  Eynesford,  as  of  his  manor  of 
Eynsford.  He  died  of  the  peflilence  in  the  35th  ycar 
of  that  reign  poflelfed  of  this  manor,  leaving  Regi- 
nald his  fon  and  heir,  and  Joane  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Sir  Maurice  de  Berkeley  furviving,  who  poffeffed 
this  manor  at  her  death,  anno  43  king  Edward  III. 
Her  fon,  Reginald,  was  lord  of  Stei borough  caftle,  in 
Surry,  from  whence  this  branch  of  the  Cobhams  was 
henceforward  called,  Cobhams  of  Sterborough-caftle.s 


^ Lib.  Ruhr.  Philip-  P-  45* 
' Dugd.  Bar.  voi.  ii-  p-  67. 


f Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

® See  more  of  tliefe  Cobhams 


MSS.  pedigree  of  Cobham. 
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His  grandfon,  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  left  a foie 
daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  who  carried  this  manor  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  who  furvived  him, 
and  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king 
Henry  Vlll.  then  holding  it  of  the  lord  Zouche,  as 
of  his  manor  of  Eynsford,  by  knights  fervice.’’ 

Thomas,  their  fon  and  heir,  was  fummoned  to 
parliament,  as  lord  borough,  anno  21  Henry  VIII. 
He  left  Thomas  his  fon  and  heir,  who  bequeathed 
this  manor  of  Orkefden  to  his  youngeft  fon.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Borough;  and  he,  in  the  beginning  of  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  palfed  it  away  by  fale  to  Francis 
Sandbache,  efq,  who  ibid  it  to  John  Lennard,  efq. 
tos  breviim  of  the  court  of  common-pleas,  who  pur- 
chafed  it  for  his  fecond  fon,  Samuel  Lennard,  w'ho 
was  afterwards  knighted,  and  was  of  Weft  Wickham, 
in  this  county.  On  his  death,  in  1618,  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  here  by  his  fon.  Sir  Stephen  Lennard,  who 
was  created  a baronet  in  1 642  ; he  fold  it  to  Richard 
Duke,  efq.  from  whom  itpafled  to  Nathaniel  Tench, 
efq.  who  died  in  1710,  and  was  buried  at  Low  Ley- 
ton,  in  Effex.  His  only  furviving  fon,  Fiflier  Tench, 
was  created  a baronet  in  1715,'  and  died  poflefled  of 
Orkefden  manor  in  1736;  foon  after  which  it  was 
conveyed  by  fale  to  Percival  Hart,  efq.  of  Lulling- 
ftone,  whofe  grandfon.  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart, 
is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Many  lands  In  Eynsford,  Lullingftone,  and  Seven- 
oke,  are  held  of  this  manor  by  (mall  annual  quit  rents. 

On  the  weftern  fide  of  this  parilh,  next  to  St.  Mary 
Cray,  lies  the  hamlet  ^ Crockenhill,  which,  as 
appears  by  a writ.  Ad  quod  damnum.,  brought  againft 
the  prioref?  of  Dartford,  in  the  11th  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  was  in  the  poflefl'ion  of  that  priorefs  and 
convent ; wnth  whom  it  ftaid  till  their  fuppreffion,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  their  lands  and 

^ Rot.  Efth.  ejus  an.  [ Morant’s  Eflex,  vol.  i.  p.  25. 
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revenues  were  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands  ; all 
which  were  confirmed  to  him  and  his  fuccefTors  by 
the  general  words  of  the  a£t  of  the  31ft  of  his  reign, 
the  year  after  which  the  king  granted  to  Percivai 
Hart,  efq.  among  other  premifes,  the  manor  of  Cre- 
kenhill,  alias  Crokenhill,  with  its  appurtenances,  to 
hold  of  him  in  capite  by  knights  fervice’’^  His  fon, 
Sir  George  Hart,  of  Lullingftone,  died  poffeffed  of  it, 
being  then  ftiled  Crokenhill,  alias  Court-hawe,  in  the 
2 2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  holding  it  by  the  above 
tenure.  Since  which  it  has  delcended,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  parilh,  to  Sii 
John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  theprefent  pofleffor  of  it. 

This  manor  pays  a yearly  fee-farm  rent  to  the  crown 
of  eleven  fhillings  and  five-pence. 

Little-mote  and  Petham-court  are  two  ma- 
nors, fituated  at  the  two  oppolite  Tides  of  this  parilh  ; 
the  former  being  at  the  north  eaft  corner  of  it,  near 
Farningham ; and  the  latter  at  the  north-weft  cbinci 
of  it,  near  adjoining  to  Crokenhill  and  St.  Mary  Cray. 
The?e  manors  were,  for  many  generations,  part  of  the 
pofteflions  of  the  family  of  Sibell,  who  refided  at  a 
manfion,  called  after  them  Sibell  s,  fituated  in  Lit- 
tle or  Lower  Mote,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent, 
a tker  gules,  viezving  himfelf  in  aglajs  or  mirror,  azure. 
Their  eftate  here  was  much  increafed  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  by  one  of  them  marrying  the  fe- 
male heir  of  Cowdale.  Thefe  Cowdales  bore  for  their 
arms,  Argent,  a chevron  gules  between  three  cows  head^ 
cabofhecl  fable-,  which  coat,  both  impaled  and_  quar- 
tered with  Sybill,  Philipott  fays  was  remaining  in 
the  manfion  here,  both  in  pamteu  glafs  and  carved 

work,  in  his  time.‘  ,,  v 1 • 1 i.i 

One  of  this  family,  John  J’^bell  died  m 'be  . yth 

year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  pofle^ed  of  thefe  eftates, 
and  alfo  of  the  demefne  lands  of  the  manor  of  Hiltef- 

« Pot.  Efch.  an.  Heiir.v  VIII.  pt.  5.  ‘ Philipott,  p.  ah- 
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bury  ; all  which  were  held  of  die  manor  of  Eynsford. 
He  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  and 
Jane  his  wife  furviving,  who  held  thefe  eftates  for 
iier  life,  and  afterwards  married  Francis  Hart,  efq. 

Elizabeth  Sibell,  the  daughter,  in  the  24th  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  married  Robert  Bofevile,  efq.  af- 
terwards knighted,  the  younger  brother  of  Henry 
Bofevile  of  Bradborne,  and  f6n  of  Ralph  Bofevile, 
of  that  place,  clerk  of  the  court  of  wards ; and  he,  on 
her  mother’s  death,  became,  in  her  right,  poffeffed 
of  Sibell’s,  with  the  manors  of  Littlemote  and  Pe- 
tham.  His  defcendant.  Sir  Thomas  Bofevile,  was 
of  Littlemote,  and  had  been  a colonel  in  the  king’s 
army,  and  knighted  by  king  Charles  i.  at  Durham, 
in  May  1642.  He  died  the  next  year,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  St.  Mary’s  church,  Oxford.""  By  Sarah,  his 
wife,  v/ho  afterwards  married  Col.  Richard  Crimes, 
he  had  a fon,  Thomas,  who  polleffed  thefe  manors 
and  Sibell’s  on  his  father’s  death.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth, only  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Wyat,  of  Boxley- 
abbey,  and  died  in  1660,  leaving  an  only  daughter 
and  heir,  Margaretta,  who  carried  the  manor  of  Pet- 
ham-court  in  marriage  to  Sir  Robert  Marlliam,  bart. 
of  Bufhey-hall,  in  HertfordHiire ; and  his  great  grand 
fon,  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Marlliam,  lord  Rom- 
ney, is  the  prefent  poflellbr  of  it. 

But  the  manor  of  Littlemote,  with  Sibell’s,  be- 
came the  property  of  Sir  Henry  Bofevile,  who  died 
in  1702,"  without  iliue,  and  devifed  this  manor  and 
eftate  to  his  kinfman,  Robert  Bofevile,  efq.  of  Staf- 
fordlhire,  whofe  family  was  originally  of  Ardelley,  in 
Yorkfhire,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  a younger 
branch  of  them  fettled  in  Kent,  at  Bradborne,  in 
Sevenoke,  and  here  at  Eynsford  j and  a younger 
branch  of  thefe  again  in  Staffbrdlliire  j they  bore  for 

See  ood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  Fafti,  p.  7. 

The  Bolevilc'i  all  lie  buried  in  the  S.  chancel  of  this  church. 

their 
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their  arms,  Argent ^ a fefs  lozengy  gules ^ hi  chief  three 
bears  heads  erafed  fable. 

His  fon  of  the  fame  name,  in  the  year  i755» 
it,  in  feveral  parcels,  to  different  perfons,  fince  which 
it  has  been  of  no  confequence  worth  mentioning,  and 
the  old  manfion  of  Sibell’s  has  been  pulled  down  fome 
years  ago,  and  two  tenements  have  been  erected  on 
the  fcite  of  it, 

CHARITIES. 

Percival  Hart,  efq.  gave  by  will,_foi-  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  an  annuity  out  of  lands,  veiled  in  Sir  John  Dyke,  bart.  and 

of  the  annual  produce  of  2I.  . /•  1 , u 

An  unknown  person  gave  for  the  like  ufe,  a houie,  let  by 

the  parilli  to  Philip  W eller,  and  of  the  annual  value  of  4 . ^ 

Sir  Anthony  Roper  and PIatcliff,  efq.  (as  is  lup- 

pofed)  gave  for  the  benefit  of  the  fame,  lands  and  houles  in  Green- 
wich, the  rents  to  be  divided,  totheparifii  of  Farningham  three- 
fifths,  to  Horton  Kirkbv  one-fifth,  and  to  this  parilli  of  Rynf- 
ford  one-fifth,  the  annual  produce  being  to  this  parilli,  on  an 

average,  7I. 


Eynsford  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a pe~ 
cidiar  of  the  archbilhop,  it  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry  o’i 
Shoreham,  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Martin,  is  fituatedat  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  the  village. 

It  feems  from  the  form  of  it  to  be  one  of  our  early 
Norman  ftrudures,  and  coeval  with  the  caftle.  It  is 
built  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  with  uvo  large  ^mgs  or 
fide  chancels ; that  on  the  Ibuth  fide  belonged  to  the 
Sibell’s,  and  afterwards  to  the  Bofevile  s,  many  of 
whom  lie  buried  in  it,  feveral  of  whofe  graveftones  and 
infcriptions  are  now  lo  covered  with  tilth  and  rubbilh 
that  they  are  illegible  ; and  the  place  Jt^lf,  through 
continued  neglect,  is  haftening  to  a o a r . 
north  chancel  is  kept  in  good  repair,  and  is  filled  w^th 
pews  and  a neat  veftry  room.  In  this  chancel,  accoid- 
fng  to  Weever,  was  a ftone,  on  tvduch  was  engraved,  in 

wLrous  antique  charaders,  la  gis la  famine 

de  la  Roberg  de  Eckisford,  perhaps  it  may  ha^e  been 

M m 4 ^ ' 
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lb  fpelt  for  Einesford,  or  one  of  his  miftakes  for  it, 
and  if  fo,  this  chancel  might  belong  to  the  Eynesfords, 
lords  of  this  manor  and  caflle  ; the  itone  is  now  hid 
by  the  wooden  flooring  over  it.  At  the  weft  end  of 
the  church  is  a fpire  fteeple,  underneath  which  is  a 
curious  circular  door  way  of  Saxon  or  very  early 
Norman  architecture. ° 

Amonff  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church,  in 
the  clia?icel,  a graveftone,  arms,  a lion  palTant  guardant,  in  chief 
three  ftirrups,  for  George  Gilford,  efq.  obt.  1704,  aet.  85 ; ano- 
ther for  Thomas  Gifford,  efq.  obt.  1705,  set.  59.  In  the  chancel y 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  a graveftone  for  lady  Sarah  Bofe- 
vile,  wife  of  Col.  Richard  Crimes,  obt.  1660;  another  for  Tho. 
Bofevile,  efq.  of  Littlemote,  in  Eynsford,  only  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bofev'ile;  he  married  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Sir  Francis 
Wiat  of  Boxley-abbey,  by  whom  he  left  Margaretta,  his  foie 
daughter  and  heir.  obt.  1660 ; another,  arms,  five  lozenges  in  fefs, 
in  chief  three  bears  heads  erafed,  impaling  two  bends  engrailed, 
and  a canton,  for  Sir  Henry  Bofevile,  of  Littlemote,  and  dame 
Mary  his  wife  ; file  died  1693,  he  died  1702.  On  the  fouth  wall, 
a monument  with  the  above  arms,  for  Mrs.  Margaret  Bofevile, 
only  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Henry  Bofevile,  of  Littlemote,  ob. 
1682,  set.  26.’’ 

William  de  Eynesford,  lord  of  this  pari  lb,  gave  the 
church  of  Eynsford  to  the  monks  o Chrift-church,  in 
Canterbury,  when  he  became  a monk  there  ; which 
was  confirmed  by  William  de  Enysford,  his  grand- 
fon.’,  Archbifhop  Richard,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  II.  appropriated  this  church  to  the  almonr}’’ 
of  Chrift  church. ■■  In  the  time  of  Stephen  Langton, 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  there  was  a difpute,  whe- 
ther the  church  of  Farningham  was  a chapel  to  the 
church  of  Eynsford  or  not  ? 

See  Cuftum.  Rolf.  p.  94,  106,  where  there  are  engravings  of 
the  eaft  end  of  the  church,  .and  of  this  door  way. 

’’  See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff. 
p.  784.  _ _ 

**  Regilt,  of  Chrifi:  church,  Canterbury,  Cart.  1372. 

Somner's  Canterbury,  p.  112. 
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In  confequence  of  which,  the  archblfliop,  by  his 
decree,  made  with  the  confent  of  all  parties  in  1225, 
ordained,  that  the  reftor  of  Eynsford  and  his  fuccel- 
fors,  Ihould  poflefs  entirely  the  whole  church  of  Eyns- 
ford, with  all  its  tythes,  as  well  great  as  fmall,  houles, 
lands,  gardens,  and  all  other  things  belonging  to  it, 
which  the  reftor  of  it  was  wont  to  have  before  ; and 
that  the  almoner  of  Chrift-church,  and  not  the  monks, 
fhould  poffefs,  to  the  ufe  of  the  almonry,  the  chapel  of 
Farningham,  with  its  appurtenances,  &c.  belonging 
to  it,  as  is  therein  mentioned ; and  that  the  rector  or 
this  church  of  Eynsford  lEould,  on  a vacancy,  prefent 
to  the  vicarage  of  this  church ; and  that  further  than 
this,  neither  fhould  intermeddle,  or  claim  a right  in  the 

above  premifes/  r c' 

Thus  this  redlory  became  a fine  cure,  the  parlon  ot 

this  church  from  that  time  having  prefented  to  the  vi- 
carage, the  incumbent  of  which  cure  of 

fouls,  in  which  fituation  the  reaory  ftill  remains,  bemg 
efteemed  as  a donative  of  the  patronage  of  the  archbi- 

fhop  of  Canterbury.  , t 1 • l u 

In  the  . 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  th.s  church  was 

valued  at  thirty  marcs.'  In  I575>  Withers, 

clerk,  parfon  ofihe  paridi  church  and  benefice  of  Eyns- 
ford, leafed  this  reaory  to  Thomas  Dunmoll,  ye^an, 
at  12I.  6s.  8d.  per  annum.  In  1633,  John  Gifford, 
D D reftor,  let  the  fame  to  Thomas  Gifford,  his  fon, 

of  Irk  livings,  in  a 

was  returned,  that  Eynsford  was  a ^onat  ve,  with  a 

houfe  and  one  hundred  acres  of  glebe,  and  the  great 
home,  ana  o hundred  and  ten  pounds 

tythes,  polTeflion  of  George  Gifford, 

^"he  vicarage  J a houfe,  but  no  glebe  land. 

s Regift.  Chrift  Church,  Cant.  Cart.  155. 

< Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  45^- 
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and  was  worth  thirty-five  pounds  per  annum,  one 
mafter  Heriot  enjoying  it,  and  preaching  there." 

Francis  Porter,  redtor  in  1674,  let  to  George  Gif- 
ford, efq.  of  Pennis,  this  redlory,  or.parfonage  of 
forty  pounds  per  annum,  and  of  twenty  pounds  to  the 
vicar,  Edward  Tilfon,  whicli  laft  fum  is  mentioned  to 
be  an  augmentation  made  in  purfuance  of  the  king’s 
letters  recommendatory,  which  leafe  was  confirmed  in 
1707,  in  purfuance  of  like  letters  of  queen  Anne, 

^ George  Giftbrd,  efq.  of  Pennis,  continued  lelTee  till 
his  death,  in  1704,  wFen  his  intereft  in  it  devolved  to 
his  Ion,  Thomas  Gifford,  who  died  the  next  year,  and 
left  three  daughters  and  coheirs,  viz.  Margaret,  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Petley ; Mary  to  John  Selby,  and 
Jane  to  Finch  Umfrey;  this  parfonage  being  let  by 
them  at  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds  per  annum. 

The  intereft  of  this  leafe  pafTed  by  fale  from  them  to 
Percival  Hart,  efq.  of  Lullingftone,  whole  grandfon. 
Sir- John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  a few  years  ago,  fuffered 
the  leafe  to  expire. 

The  redlory  of  Eynsford  is  valued  in  the  king’s 
books  at  12I.  i6s.  8d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at 

1 1.  5s.  8d.  the  vicarage  at  twelve  pounds,  and  the  tenths 
at  il.  4s.'' 


CHURCH  OF  EYNSFORD. 


PATR  ONS, 

Or  by  irhom  JireJented. 

■ArchbiJJiop  op  C^/ntei'buTy  ... 


" Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-librarv, 

Vol.  XU. 

Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 

* Dccim.  Script,  col  711, 
y Regia.  Chria-church,  Canterb. 
'-•‘et*  155. 


RECTORS. 

Laurence,  about  1165.* 

Henry,  in  122^.^' 

John  Lynton,  col.  1391.'' 

Henry  IVithers,  in  1575. 

John  Bowles,  D.  D.  vacat.  1629,^* 
John  Gifford,  D.  D.  Feb.  18, 
1629.“ 


» He  was  then  rcftor  of  Tunftall. 
More’s  Hill,  of  Tunliall,  p.  53. 

® Made  bifljop  of  Rochcller  in  1629, 
Prefcnted  by  the  lord- keeper, 
Rym-  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  146. 
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PATROKS,  Ca’c. 
^rcJtbiJfiop  of  Canterbury 


Francis  Porter,  in  1677. 

Paul  Colomeix,  1691. 

Peter  Tafcher,  1699. 

John  Lynch,  D,  D.  0£l.  I73^» 
obt.  1760.' 

George  Seeker,  D.  D.  1760,  re- 
figned  1763.'* 
yolm  Foivel,  D.  D.  17^3’ 
lent  redlor.* 


Re^ors  of  Eynsf or d 


VICARS. 

Her  lot,  in  1650.*^ 

yohti  Bedle,  \i\  1661. 

Edzvardl ilfon,  in  1674.* 
Edusard  Filfon,  1 7'^^5  obt« 

I 748.’' 

Herring,  prefented  in 

1748. 

Benjamin  Lotigley,  prefented 
1750,  obt.  1783.* 

Thomas  L errier  Alkin,  April, 
1780,  obt.  Jan.  20,  1784.*" 
"James  An  dr evj,  LL.D.  17845 
March  7,  i79i*‘ 

H.  M.  DaAs,  1791.  Prefent 
vicar. 


c Afterwards  dean  of  Canterbury, 

&C.  ifC. 

d And  prebendary  of  Canterbury  ; 
both  which  he  refigned  on  being  made 
refidentiary  of  St.  Paul’s. 

e Reftor  of  Chattham  and  BiOtopf- 
borne. 

f Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-library, 
vol.  xix. 


g Reflor  of  Lullingftom:. 
h Ibid.  Son  of  the  former, 
i Curate  of  Alh,  near  Sandwich,  and 
vicar  of  Tong. 

k He  had  been  before  vicar  of  Len- 
ham,  which  he  refigned. 

1 Formerly  piebendary  of  Rochefler, 
and  vicar  of  Aihford. 


LULLINGSTONE. 

'ADJOINING  to  Eynsford  foiithward  lies  Liil- 
Iln^one,  called  in  the  Sextus  Roffenjis,  Lullingejlon, 
and  in  Domefday,  Lolingejione, 


This 
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This  parlih  is  but  fmall,  it  has  no  village,  there  being 
but  two  houles  in  it  befides  Lullingftone-houle.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  it  is  the  property  of  Sir  John  Dyke  j this 
feat  ftands  in  the  valley  at  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the 
park,  on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Darent,  a fitua- 
tion  too  low  and  damp  to  be  either  pleafant  or  healthy; 
almoft  adjoining  to  it  on  the  north  fide  is  the  church, 
hence  the.  chalk  hills  immediately  fife,  both  to  the  eaft 
and  w'eft,  where,  though  m.ore  barren,  it  yet  becomes 
more  healthy.  Through  this  park,  clofe  by  the  an- 
tient  gateway  to  Lullingftone-houle,  is  a public  and 
acknowledged  road  leading  from  Eynsford  to 
Shoreham. 

This  place,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  was  part  of  tlie  vaft  eftate  of  Odo,  bilhop 
of  Baieux,  half-brother  to  William  the  Conqueror ; 
and  it  is  accordingly  thus  deferibed  in  it,  under  the  o-e- 
neral  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands  : ° 

Godfrey  de  Ros  holds  of  the  bifloop  (of  Baieux)  Lo- 
Ungejione.  It  was  taxed  at  i fuling.  The  arable  land 
is  • . . . In  demefne  there  is  i carucate,  and  4 villeins, 
with  I cottager,  having  2 carucates.  There  are  7 fer- 
vants  and  6 acres  of  pajlure  ; wood  for  the  pannage  of 
10  hogs.  When  he  received  it,  it  was  worth  to  flAllings, 
notv  loofloillings.  The  king  has  in  his  hand  what  is 

worth  10 /hillings.  Brixi  Gilt  held  it  of  king  Edward 
the  Conjefj'or.  ^ 


Malger ills  holds  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux)  Lolinge- 
flone.  It  was  taxed  at  half  a Juling.  The  arable  land 

. . . . In  demefne  there  is  i carucate,  and  3 villeins, 
wit  \bor deter,  having  i carucate.  There  are  acres 
of  meadow.  • 

And  a little  afterwards : 

Ofbern  Peyforer  holds  Lolingefone  of  the  bifloop  (of 
Baieux)  for  half  a fuling.  The  arable  land  is.  . . . 

In  demefne  there  IS  i carucate,  and  villeins,  with  i 
otderer,  and  \ jervant,  having  i carucate.  There  are 
^ acres  of  meadow,  wood  for  the  pannage  of  5 hogs. 
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and  I mill  of  15  finllings,  and  150  eels.  J’he  hng  has 
a wood  of  a laie  gift  of  the  bijhop,  and  it  is  worth  3 
jhill'nigs.  fhe  whole  manor  was  worth  60  foillings,  now 
77  Jhillings,  Seivart  Sot  held  it  of  king  Edward  the 
Confefjor,  and  could  turn  himfelf  over  with  his  land  when- 
ever he  tvould. 

'f'he  former  of  thefe  eftates  being  thus  held  by  the 
family  of  Ros,  acquired  from  them  the  name  of  the 
manor  of  Lullingftone  Ros,  as  the  latter  did  from  being 
owned  by  that  of  Peyforer,  the  name  of  L.ullingftone 
Peyforer.  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Ed' 
ward  I.  they  were  both  in  the  polTeffion  of  the  family 
of  RokeOe.'  Gregory  de  Rokefle  held  them  in  the 
yth  year  of  king  Edward  I.  being  then  lord-mayor  of 
London  j and  that  year  he  obtained  a grant  to  himfelf 
and  his  heirs  of  free-zvarren  for  his  lands  in  LuU.ing- 
ftone.'"  In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  his 
grandfon,  John  de  Rokefle,  redtor  of  the  church  of 
Chelsfield,  paid  aid  for  it  as  one  knight’s  fee,  viz.  the 
manors  of  lAillingftone  Rofle,  Fokyfparfrere,  and  Co- 
kerhurft,"  which  William  de  Rokefle  before  held  m 
Lullingftone  of  Margery  de  Rivers.  John  de  Rokefle 
died  in  1361,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church.  His 
arms,  as  on  his  grave  (tone,  were,  A crofs.,  in  the  dexter 
quarter  a rook.  His  feoffees  conveyed  all  his  eftates  m 
this  parifli  to  Sir  John  Peche,  defcended/rom  Gilbert 
de  Peche  who  was  fiimmoned  to  parliament  111  the 
13th  year  of  king  Edward  II.“  He  had  two  fons.  Sir 
William  Peche  and  Sir  Robert  Peche,  who  both  ac- 
companied king  Edward  I.  in  his  vidtonous  expedition 
into  Scotland,  in  the  28th  year  of  h,s  reign  and  af- 
fifted  at  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock  in  that  kingdom  for 
which  fervice  they,  with  their  company,  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood. 

“PhiliDott  p.  22  7-  Rot- , r .1 

. CokeAurl?  is  fixated  juft  without  the  pal«  _o„  the  fou.h 

fide  of  Lullingftone  park.  _ Cott.  Rec.  p-.y 
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Sir  J ohn  Peche,  the  fame  year  that  he  bought  Lul- 
lingftone,  obtained  a charter  free-warren  to  his 
lands  here,  which  was  the  next  year  again  confirmed 
to  him.P  He  died  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Richard  IL 
pofifefled  of  Lullingftone,  when  it  was  alfo  found,  by 
inquifition,  that  he  was  then  poflefled  jointly  with 
Mary  his  wife,  of  a meffuage,  with  divers  lands,  woods, 
and  rents  of  aflize,  in  Lullingftone  and  Peyfrere,  of 
the  feoffment  of  John  Conftantyn,  Edmund  de  Cleye, 
and  Richard  Peche,  which  premifes  were  held  of  the 
king  as  of  the  honor  of  Ledes,  as  the  fourth  part  of 
one  knight  s fee,  by  the  fervice  of  one  pair  of  gilt 
fpurs,  of  the  price  of  fix-pence.‘J  He  was  fucceeded  in 
his  eftates  here  by  his  fon.  Sir  William  Peche,  whofe 
widow,  the  lady  Joan,  died  poffeffed  of  them  in  the 
nth  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  and  lies  buried  in  St. 
Mary  Woolnoth  church,  in  London. Their  fon  was 
Sir  John  Peche,  flieriff  of  Kent,  anno  8 Henry  VI. 
whofe  figure  habited  in  his  furcoat  of  arms,  and  kneel- 
ing on  a cufiiion,  with  his  hands  joined  in  a praying 
pofture,  and  his  head  uncovered,  was  formerly  pictured 
in  one  of  the  windows  of  Afliford  church.  He  left  a 
fon,  Sir  William  Peche,  fheriff  of  this  county  in  the 
2d  and  3d  years  of  king  Edward  IV.  who  at  his  death 
in  1487,  was  found  to  die  poflelfed  of  the  manor  of 
Lullingftone  Roffe,  and  Lullingftone,  Payfrere,  and 
Cokerhurft,  with  tlieir  appurtenances,  which  were  held 
of  the  king  as  of  his  duchy  of  Lancafter.’  He  left  a 
fon.  Sir  John  Peche,  and  a daughter  Elizabeth,  who 
married  John  Hart,  efq. 

Sir  John  Peche  was  a man  of  great  reputation  at  that 
time,  being  created  a knight  banneret,  and  made  lord 
deputy  of  Calais.  ^ He  was  fheriff  in  the  loth  year  of 
king  Plenry  VII.  in  which  year,  when  the  lord  Audley 

’ Augt.  Off,  Among  the  con- 
ventual leafes  there. 
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and  the  Cornlth  men,  who  had  rilen  In  fupport  of  Per- 
kin Warbeck,  would  have  collefted  provifions  and 
men  in  this  county,  he  with  other  gentry  of  it,  oppofed 
them,  and  obliged  them  to  turn  towards  London  ; 
foori  after  which  they  were  vanquiflied  on  Blackheath. 
During  his  life-time  he  paid  five  hundred  pounds  into 
the  hands  of  the  wardens  and  maflers  of  the  Grocers 
company  in  London,  of  which  he  was  free,  for  the  per- 
forming of  certain  almfdeeds,  and  works  of  piety  for 
his  foul’s  health,  as  will  be  further  mentioned  here- 
after. He  died  polTefled  of  Lullingllone  manor, 
leaving  his  wife,  the  lady  Elizabeth  furviving  to  whom 
king  - Henry  VIII.  of  his  fpecial  favour,  in  his  3 ill 
year,  granted  an  annuity  of  ten  marcs  during  her  life. 

On  his  death  without  ilTue,  Elizabeth,  his  filler,  was 
found  to  be  his  heir ; upon  which  her  huflaand,  John 
Hart,  efq.  of  the  Middle  Temple,  counfellor  at  law  in 
her  right  became  entitled  to  this  ellate. 

This  family  of  Hart  was  originally  of  Weltmill,  in 
Hertfordlhire,  where  Stephen  Hart  refided  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  Elis  Ion,  Hanekin  Hart, 
left  a fon  William,  who  removed  from  Wellmill,  to 
Abbotfbury,  and  thence  to  Papworth,  in  Cambridgc- 
Ihire ; his  fon  and  heir.^  William  Hart,  returned  into 
Hertfordlliire.  His  defcendant,  William  Hart,  died 
In  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  leaving  by  Alice 
his  wife,  widow  of  Robert  Sutton,  of  London,  one  fon, 
John  Hart,  who  was  of  the  Middle  Temple,  and  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  filler  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Peche, 
knight  banneret,  as  above  mentioned.  He  left,  by  Eli- 
zabeth his  wife,  who  furvived  him,  and  afterwards 
married  George  Cobham,  brother  of  the  lord  Cobham, 
and  dying  in  15^3)  lies  buried  in  St.  Mary  Cray 
church,  a fon.  Sir  Percival  Hart,  who  was  chief  fewer 
and  knight  harbinger  to  king  Henry  VIII.  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  queen  Mary,  and  queen  Elizabeth,  vvhofe 
lands  were  difga veiled  by  the  ad  of  the  3 1 ft  of  the  for- 
mer 
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mer  ot  thoie  reigns.  On  his  mother’s  death  in  I543> 
he  became  poHeiled  of  this  manor  ot  Lullingftone  ; 
for  at  this  time  the  two  manors  before-mentioned  feem 
to  have  been  accounted  but  as  one  ; when  he  quitted 
Ills  feat,  afterwards  called  Barkhart,  in  Orpington,  and 
removed  hither  to  Lullingftone- houfe,  where  he  kept 
his  Ihrievalty  for  this  county  in  the  37th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  He  died  in  1580,  and  lies  buried  in 
this  church,  having  had  by  Fredifwide,  his  wife,  one 
of  the  filters  and  coheirs  of  John,  lord  Bray,  twelve 
children.  Of  whom  Plenry,  the  eldeft  fon,  married 
Cicely,  daughter  of  Sir  Martin  Bowes,  and  died  without 
iftlie  j and  Sir  George,  the  fecond  ion,  and  at  length 
heir  to  his  father,  on  his  brother’s  death,  was  of  Lul- 
lingftone, and  was  fheriff  of  this  county,  anno  25th 
Elizabeth  ; by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  John 
Bowes,  efq.  of  Elford,  in  Staffordlhire,  he  leftfeveral 
children,  and  died  in  1 587.  His  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Per- 
cival  Hart,  refided  at  Lullingftone-houfe,  and  was 
twice  married  ; firft,  to  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Roger 
Manwood,  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  by  whom  he 
had  one  fon,  William;  his  fecond  wife  was  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Edward  Stanhope,  of  Grimfton,  by  whom  he 
had  Sir  Henry  Hart,  K.  B.  who  died  in  his  fiither’s  life- 
time, having  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Burdet, 
and  widow'  of  Sir  Simon  Norwich,  by  whom  he  left 
Percival  Hart,  and  feveral  other  children. 

William  Hart,  efq.  the  only  fon  of  Sir  Pereyval,  by 
his  firft  wife,  fuccceded  his  father  in  the  pofTeftion  of 
this  place,  and  died  in  1671.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Weldon,  of  Swanfeombe,  who 
died  in  1677,  and  lies  buried  there,  by  whom  he  had 
no  ilTue.  Upon  which  this  eftate  defeended  to  Per- 
eyval Hart,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Llcnry  Hart,  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Pereyval  Hart,  by  his  fecond  wife,  as  be- 
fore-mentioned. He  was  afterw'ards  knighted,  and 
left  by  Anne  his  wife,  one  fon,  Percival  Hart,  efq. 
who  was  of  Lullingftone,  and  was  flieriff  in  1707,  and 
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ferved  in  parliament  for  this  county  in  the  9th  and  12th 
years  of  queen  Anne’s  reign.  He  died  in  I73^> 
was  buried,  as  were  his  feveral  anceftors  before-men- 
tioned, in  this  church.  This  family  of  Hart  bore  for 
their  arms.  Per  chevron  azure  and  piles,  three  harts 
tripping  or.  Over  the  monument  of  Percy val  Harr,^ 
efq.  laft-mentioned,  are  forty-four  different  fhields  of 
arms,  which  he  quartered  in  his  own  and  his  wife  s 
right.  He  left  by  Sarah  his  wife,  youngeft  daughter 
of  Edward  Dixon,  efq.  of  Hilden,  an  only  daughter 
and  heir,  Anne,  then  married  to  her  fecond  hufband, 
Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of  Horeham,  in  Suffex.  ^ 

Sir  Thomas  Dyke  was  defcended  of  a good  family, 
who  had  been  fometime  feated  in  Suffex ; of  whom 
Thomas  Dyke,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  by 
Catharine  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Jokri 
Bramftone,  of  Skreenes,  in  Effex,  was  created  a baro- 
net March  3,  1676,  anno  29  king  Charles  II.  He  re- 
fided  at  Horeham,  in  Suffex,  and  ferved  m parliament 
for  that  county  in  1685,  and  for  Eaft  ^rinfed  feveral 
times.  He  married  Philadelphia,  the  eldeft  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Thomas  Nutt,  of  Selmifton,  in  Suffex, 
and  died  in  1 706,  having  had  by  her  Philadelphia,  who 
married  Lewis  Stephens,  D.  D.  Elizabeth  marned  o 
UnCockman,  M.  D.  and  Thomas  who  was  hisonly 
furviving  fon,  who  married  Anne,  daughter  and  foie 

heir  of  Percyval  Hart,  as  b<=f°‘-e-mentioned  Th 
family  of  Dyke  bear  for  their  arms.  Or,  three  cinque 

■^“nfShted  his  family  feat  at  Horeham  and  entirely 
reMed^atLullingftone-houfe,  which  he  firll  dignified 

with  the  name  of  LHlingftone^caftle  by  whjc^ 
it  has  been  called  ever  fince.  For  as  to  Liillm  done 
cattle  the  reader  will  find  an  account  of  it  under  the 
S of  Shoreham  i it  being  evident,  from  all  records 
pariinoi  it  was  the  lame  as  is  now 

and  antient  w ri  1 o , shoreham-caftle,  the  ruins  of 

U K Lar  near  tire  river,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 
which  appear  near  tnc  nvo, 
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Ibiidi  gate  of  LullingftonC'park.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke 
died  in  1756,  and  lies  buried  here,  having  had  by 
Anne  his  wife,  one  daughter,  Philadelphia,  married  to 
William  Lee,  efq.  of  Totteridge,  fon  of  the  lord  chief 
juftice  Lee,  and  three  fons  j Thomas  Hart,  who  died 
unmarried;  John  Dixon,  the  prefent  baronet;  and 
Percy  val,  who  died  in  1740,  unmarried.  He  left  his 
wife,  lady  Anne  Dyke,  ilirviving,  who  pofTelTed  this 
manor  and  feat  during  her  life,  and  dying  in  1763,  lies 
buried  in  this  church;  on' which  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke, 
bart.  her  only  furviving  fon,  became  entitled  to  them, 
by  virtue  of  his  father’s  will  in  tail  male.  He  married, 
in  175*6,  Philadelphia  Payne  Horne,  only  daughter  and 
heir  of  George  Horne,  efq.  late  of  London,  by  whom 
he  has  three  fons,  Thomas,  Percival,  and  George  Hart; 
and  two  daughters,  the  eldeft  of  whom  was  married  in 
1790,  to  Beaumont  Hotham,  efq.  and  the  youngeft, 
Harriot,  in  1791,  to  Charles  Mil«#«,  efq.  now  o.f->4-* 
Farningham.  % : ^2  h*  Cc€ . 

Sir  J ohn  Dixon  Dyke  now  refides  here,  and  has  been 
for  feveral  years  improving  this  feat,  and  the  park  and 
grounds  about  it. 

Lambarde  mentions  a park  at  Lullingftone,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  ;*  after  which  there  feems  to 
have  been  none  ufed  as  fuch  for  many  years.  In  the 
time  of  the  late  Mr.  Percy  val  Hart,  it  was  ufed  as  a 
warren  for  conies,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  reftored  it  to 
its  prefent  ftate  as  a park  again. 

Lullingstane  was  formerly  a parifli  of  itfelf, 
tliough  it  is  now  united  to  Lullingftone.'  It  is  fituated 
at  the  north-eaft  corner  of  Lullingftone-park,  between 
that  and  Eynsford.  This  place  was  held  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  I.  by  Simon  de  Echingham,  of  Ri- 
chard de  Rokefle,  as  half  a knight’s  fee  j foon  after 
which,  it  came  into  the  pofiefllon  of  the  family  of  Cob- 
ham,  a younger  branch  of  which  owned  it  in  the  reisn 
of  king  Edward  III.  ^ 

] Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  5 7, 
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Sir  Reginald  de  Cobham  paid  his  refpeftlve  aid  for 
this  manor  of  Lullingftane,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  in 
the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  which  Simon  de  Eching- 
ham  before  held  here  of  Richard  de  Rokefle,  and  he  of 
the  king,  as  of  his  honor  of  Ledes.  He  died  in 
the  35th  year  of  the  above  reign,  poffeffed  of  it  at  his 
death.'’  His  fon  Reginald  was  lord  of  Sterborough- 

caftle,  in  Surry - 

His  grandfon.  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  left  a foie 
daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  who  carried  this  eftate  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Edw^ard  Borough.  Their  Ibn  and 
heir,  Thomas,  was  fummoned  to  parliament  as  lord 
Borough,  anno  21  king  Henry  VIII.  and  left  Thomas, 
his  fon  and  heir,  who  bequeathed  it  to  his  youngeft 
fon,  Sir  William  Borough,  and  he  in  the  beginning  of 
queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  conveyed  it  by  falc  to  Per- 
cyval  Hart,  fince  which  it  has  defcended  in  the  fame 
way  that  Lullingftone  manor  has,  to  Sir  John  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart.  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

This  parifh  was  united  to  that  of  Lullingftone,  by 
Richard,  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year  1412,  as 
will  be  more  fully  mentioned  hereafter  in  the  ecclehal- 
tical  account  of  it.  j 


The  church  of  Lullingftane,  after  its  being  united 
became  neelefted  and  fell  to  rum.  It 


of  this  branch  of  Cobham,  under  Chidingftone. 

difcovcred. 
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difcovered,  and  Roman  coins  and  inftriiments  have  at 
times  been  found  near  thefe  ruins.* 

CHARD'Y. 

Sir  John  Peche,  knight  banneret,  in  king  Henrv  the  Vllth’s 
time,  gave  by  deed  500I.  to  the  Grocers  Company,  to  be  paid 
from  land  in  this  parifli,  for  the  keeping  of  a folemn  obit  on  the 
I ft  of  January  yearly  in  this  church,  and  for  the  payment  of 
53s.  4d.  yearly  to  the  parfon  of  this  parifti,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  above-mentioned  Company  pay  9I.  4s. 
to  this  parifli  yearly. 

The  parish  of  Lullingstone  is  within  the  ec- 
clesiastical JURISDICTION  of  the  dtocefe  of  Ro- 
chefter,  and  deanry  of  Dartford.  The  church  is  de- 
dicated to  St.  Botolph.  It  confifts  of  one  ifle  and 
two  chancels,  having  a low  pointed  fteeple  at  the  weft 
end. 

This  church,  to  the  credit  of  the  patrons  of  it,  who 
for  a long  fu'cceflion  of  time  have  refided  in  the  family 
feat  almoft  adjoining  to  it,  is  remarkable  for  the  neat 
and  decent  ftate  in  which  it  is  kept.  It  is  paved  with 
white  and  black  marble,  the  pews  are  regularly  wain- 
footed,  the  windows  adorned  with  coloured  glafs,  and 
the  cieling  ornamented  with  ftucco.  The  antient 
fereen  which  feparates  the  nave  from  the  chancel,  yet 
remains  entire.  It  is  of  oak,  and  a moft  beautiful 
piece  of  gothic  work,  with  a baluftrade  at  top.  The 
feveral  monuments,  which  are  fine,  are  in  excellent 
order  and  prefervation,  infomuch,  that  it  refembles  a 
nobleman’s  coftly  chapel,  more  than  a parochial  country 
church,  and  affords  an  example  worthy  of  the  imita- 
tion of  the  patrons  of  other  churches. 


In  the  thanccl,  among  others,  is  a grave-ftone  for  Galfrldus, 
once  reftor  of  this  parifli ; another,  with  a brafs  plate,  for  John 
de  Rokefle,  once  lord  of  Lulliiigftone,  obt.  1361  ; arms,  a crofs, 
a rook  in  the  dexter  quarter;  another,  with  the  figure  of  a man 
armed,  and  a lion  at  his  feet  in  brafs,  infeription  in  black  letter, 

* Sceanengravingof  the  ruins  of  this  chapel  in  Cuft.  Roff.  p.  tx6. 
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for  Sir  William  Peche,  obt.  1487,  at  the  corner  of  the  ftone  are 
four  fliields  of  brafs,  containing  thofe  of  Peche,  being  azure,  a 
lion  rampant  ermine,  crowned,  or  double  queved  furchee,  with 
its  quarterings  and  impalements.  On  the  fouth  lide  of  the  altar 
is  a moft  fumptuous  and  lofty  monument,  and  under  the  roof  of 
it,  which  is  richly  adorned  with  gilt  rofes,  &c.  a farcophagus,  on 
which  lies  the  figure  of  a man  in  armour,  with  his  creft  at  his 
head  and  feet,  being  a lion  ermine  crowned,  or,  befide  him  is  his 
lady,  and  above  an  infcription  for  Sir  Percy  val  Hart,  heir  to  the 
Peche,  who  lived  in  the  fervice  of  four  princes,  under  the  firil  of 
w'hom  he  was  knighted,  and  chief  fewer  and  knight  harbinger 
under  all ; he  matched  into  the  family  of  the  lord  Bray,  and  had 
by  his  lady  twelve  children,  he  died  set.  84  ; above  the  infcrip- 
tion are  the  arms  of  Hart  and  Peche  quarterly ; on  each  fide, 
Hart  and  other  quarterings.  On  the  north  fide  is  a moft  magni- 
ficent monument  of  ftone,  which  fepa.rates  the  two  chancels,  it 
is  enriched  with  great  variety  of  gothic  work  ; at  the  bottom, 
under  an  altar  table  of  ftone,  fupported  by  fmall  pillars,  lies  the 
fioure  of  a knight  in  armour,  with  his  head  refting  on  his  creft, 
being  a demi  lion  rampant  ermine  crowned,  with  a gorget  of 
flowers  round  the  neck,  and  his  feet  againft  a lion  couchant 
crowned,  on  his  tabard,  the  arms  of  Peche  as  above,  and  the 
motto,  Preft  a faire ; in  different  places  about  the  monument, 
are  fliields  of  Peche,  with  its  impalements  and  quarterings,  and 
the  arms  and  fupporters  of  the  Grocers  Company.  I his  pile 
of  excellent  fculpture  for  that  age,  is  in  memory  of  Sir  John 
Peche,  knjght-banneret,  who  in  king  Henry  the  Vlllth’s  reign, 
was  conftable  of  Dover-caftle,  lord  deputy  of  Calais,  &c.  He 
founded  the  alms-houfes  at  Lullingftone,  and  gave  500I.  to 
(fther  pious  ufes,  to  he  performed  by  the  Grocers  Company,  of 

which  he  was  free.  . r t i 

Under  the  window  at  the  eaft  end  is  a noble  tomb  of  alabalter, 
on  which  lie  the  figures  of  a man  in  armour  and  his  lady,  in  the 
drefs  of  the  time,  "with  their  hands  conjoined,  at  their  heads  is  a 
lion  couchant  ermine,  crowned,  or;  at  their  feet  a garb  of  ar- 
rows argent,  being  for  Sir  George  Hart,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Per- 
cyval  Hart,  and  two  daughters,  obt.  1587,  mt.  SS’ 
arms  of  Hart  and  of  Bowes ; a grave-ftone  for  William  Hart, 
efq.  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Percival  Hart,  obt.  1671,  mt.  77;  arms. 
Hart  and  Peche  quarterly.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  chancel, 
which  it  entirely  covers,  is  a beautiful  monument  executed  in  the 
gothic  tafte  in  ftucco,  in  the  form  of  a fcreen,  and  ornamented 
with  a great  number  of  fliields  of  arms.  In  the  centre,  on  white 
marblef  arched  in  the  form  of  an  entrance  or  door-way,  which 
reaches  to  the  pavement,  is  an  infcription  for  Percyval  Hart, 
efq.  the  munificent  repairer  and  beautifier  of  this  church,  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  this  county  in  the  two  laft  parliaments 
of  queen  Anne,  obt.  1738,  tet.  70;  the  fttields  of  arms  on  the 
^ N n 3 monument 
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monument  are  numerous,  being  forty -four  different  ones  of 
Peche  and  Hart,  with  their  impalements  and  quarterings.  On 
the  north  fide  is  a very  elegant  mural  monument,  with  a profile 
head  of  a lady  encircled  with  figures  and  ornamental  fciilpture ; 
on  each  fide  are  two  fine  urns  of  brown  marble,  in  memory  of 
dame  Anne  Dyke,  who  died  in  1763,  act.  71,  only  child  of  Per- 
cival  Hart,  efq.  of  this  place;  file  was  twice  married,  firff,  to  John 
Bluet,  efq.  of  Holcomb-court,  in  Devonfliire,  and  afterwards  to 
Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  of  Horeham  ; Mr.  Bluet  died  in  1728, 
act.  29,  and  was  buried  here.  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  died  in  1756, 
act.  58,  and  lies  buried  in  this  chancel ; above,  in  a lozenge,  are 
the  arms  of  Hart,  impaling  on  the  right  Bluet ; on  the  left.  Dyke. 
The  feveral  windows  are  filled  with  painted  glafs,  in  compleat 
prefervation,  much  of  them  of  feripture  hiftory,  intermixed 
with  fliields  of  arms,  belonging  to  the  above  families  of  Peche, 
Hart  and  Dyke,  eredled  at  different  times,  one  by  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  fo  late  as  1754/ 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Lullingftone  was  valued  at  twelve  marcs.^  Richard, 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  year  1412,  united  the  pa- 
rilh  and  church  of  Lullingftane  to  this  of  Lullingftone, 
with  the  confent  of  Sir  Reginald  de  Cobham,  lord  and 
patron  of  the  former  j and  of  John  Peche,  lord  and 
patron  of  the  latter,  and  all  others  interefted  in  them  j 
by  reafon  that  the  parifhioners  of  Lullingftane  had  de- 
crealed  to  two  families  only ; and  that  the  income  and 
revenue  of  the  church  was  become  fo  fmall,  as  not  to 
afford  a decent  fupport  to  the  rectors  of  it ; and  the 
blfliop,  by  his  decree,  added  the  parifhioners  of  the 
parifh  church  of  Lullingftane  to  that  of  Lullingftone, 
together  with  the  cure  of  fouls,  and  families,  with  ob- 
lations, and  all  and  fingular  the  tythes,  excepting  thofe 
of  fheaves,  hay,  wood,  and  underwood,®  whatfoever, 
which  he  decreed  fhould  remain  as  before  to  the 
church  of  Lullingftane,  and  that  they  Ihould  continue 
to  be  parifliioners  of  the  church  of  Lullingftone,  until 
new  parifhioners  fliould  return,  and  again  increafe  in 

^ See  the  monuments  and  infcrlptions,  with  the  arms  and  painted 
glafs  in  the  windows  of  this  church  at  large,  Reg.  Roff.  p.  1042. 

7 Stev.  Mon.  p.  456.  “ Bofei  & fylvse  casduas. 
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the  parifh  of  Lullingftane  ; and  further,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  above  decree,  the  reftor  of  the  c urc 
of  Lullingftane  ftiould  fuftain  entirely,  as  he  had  be- 
fore been  wont  to  do,  all  the  burthens  belongi^ng  to 
it,  as  well  relating  to  divine  fervice  as  otherwifCj  ex 

cepting  what  has  been  before-mentioned,  and  which 

belonged  to  the  pariftiioners  to  fuftain.*’  ^ 

By  virtue  of  the  commiffion  of  ^ enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  iftuing  out  of  chancery,^  it 
was  returned,  that  Lullingftone  was  a parfonage,  with 
a houfe,  without  glebe  land,  and  worth  thirty-eight 
pounds  per  annum,  if  Lullingftane  was  laid  to  it,  which 

was  eight  pounds  per  annum. 

And  again,  that  Lullingftane  was  a parfonage,  the 
church  fallen  down  ; one  mafter  Cockerell  enjoying  it, 
but  performed  no  duty."" 

In  the  year  1712,  Pereyval  Hart,  efq.  patron  of 
the  parilh  church  of  Lullingftone,  and  alfo  of  the  yi- 
carage  of  Lullingftane,  and  Edward  Tilfon,  clerk, 
redtor  of  Lullingftone,  prefented  their  petition  _ to 
Thomas  Sprat,  then  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  felting 
forth,  that  the  true  value  of  that  redlory,  as  certified 
into  the  queen’s  court  of  exchequer,  amounted  to  the 
value  of  39I.  IS.  3d.  yearly,  and  no  more;  and  that 
the  true  value  of  that  vicarage,  then  vacant,  amounted 
to  ten  pounds  yearly,  and  no  more ; which  vicarage 
was  without  cure  of  fouls,  having  neither  church  nor 
chapel  belonging  to  it,  nor  inhabitant  dwelling  within 
it,  Ind  that  it  was  not  valued  in  the  queen  s books  of 
the  firft  fruits  and  tenths ; and  that  the  reftory  above- 
mentioned  was  not  diftant  from  it  a quarter  of  a mile, 
Tnd  humbly  praying,  that  the  redtory  and  vicarage 
might  be  united  and  confohdated  for  ever.  In  confe- 
Qu?nce  of  which,  the  biftiop  untied  and  confohdated 
diem  for  ever.  And  he  further  granted  licence  to 


” Reg.  Roff.  p.  477.  Bib.  Cot.  Fauftina,  c.  v.  f.  116. 
' Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  libr.  vol.  xix. 

N n 4 


the 


552  AXSTANE  HUNDRED. 

the  redor  of  the  before-mentioned  church  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  to  take  adtual  poflefTion  of  the  vicarage  then 
vacant,  and  to  take  and  receive  the  rents,  profits^ 
oblations,  tythes,  and  other  revenues  whatfoever  of 
it,  and  to  convert  and  apply  the  tame  to  the  ufe  and 
commodity  of  the  redlor  of  the  church  of  Lulling- 
ftone,  for  the  time  being,  who  thould  be  fubjedt  to 
and  difcharge  all  burthens  whatfoever  of  the  vicarage, 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  which  the  vicars  of  it  were 
bound  and  accuftomed  to  be  fubjedt  to  and  difcharge, 
before  the  union  of  this  recflory  and  vicarage.** 

The  redtory  of  Lullingftone  is  a difcharged  living 
in  the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear  yearly  certified  value 
of  39I.  IS.  3d.  the  yearly  tenths  being  fifteen  fhillings 
and  eight-pence.'*  It  was  in  1734  augmented  by  the 
governors  of  queen  Anne’s  bounty,  at  which  time  the 
reverend  doflor  Henchman  contributed  one  hundred 
pounds  for  the  like  purpofe.^ 

The  churches  of  Lullingftone  and  Lullingftane 
were  always  appendages  to  thofe  manors,  and  as  fuch 
they  are  now  of  the  patronage  of  Sir  John  Dixon 
Dyke,  bart. 


CHURCH  OF  LULLINGSTONE. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  prefented. 

Family  of  Peche 

Fafnily  of  Hart 


Sir  Thomas  Dyke,  bart.  , 
Johji  D.  Dyke,  bart. 


^ Reg.  Roflf.  p.  478. 
e Bacon’s  Lib.  Regis. 
f Eft.  Thef.  p.  zj, 
t He  lies  buried  in  thii  church. 


RECTORS. 

Galfridus.^ 

Richard  VfOiite,,  in  1412.** 
Edward  Tilfon,  obt.  i 726.* 
Edward  Tilfon,  inftit.  Jan.  27, 
1 726,  obt.  I 748.’‘ 

David  Lambe,  1 748,  ob-.  1771.* 
Marmaduke  Lewis,  1772.  Pre- 
fent  reftor. 

h Reg.  RofF.  p,  477. 

* Alfo  vicar  of  Eynsford. 
k Ibid,  and  fon  of  the  former. 

1 Alfo  reftor  of  Ridley. 
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containing 

ADDITIONS  AND  CORRECTIONS 

TO  THE 

FIRST  AND  SECOND  VOLUMES. 


TO  VOLUME  I. 


Page  39, 
64, 

76, 

i37» 

iS4> 


. 213. 

1797- 


errata. 

1.  6.  for  Saxonica  read  Saxonici. 

1.  16.  for  were  read  was. 

1.  SI.  for  Wired  read  Widred. 

1.  3.  for  Poi£lu  read  Poi£Vou. 

1.  7.  Read  the  line  thus— Edmund  (his 

' brother,  the  laft  mentioned  earl,  dy- 
ing without  ilTue)  fucceeded  him,&c. 
Add  to  the  lift  of  Sheriffs— 

George  Grote,  efq.  of  Beckenham. 


DEPTFORD. 

PACE  340. 

The  tari/h  of  St.  Nicholas  is  but  of  fmall  extent;  the 

large  chall  pit,  iavhichara 

found  various  kinds  of  extraneous  folTiIs. 
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Page  341.  It  appears  that  the  population  of  this  town 
and  parifh  has  increafeci  within  the  fpace  of  two  centuries  in 
the  proportion  of  twenty  to  one.  In  1665,  three  hundred 
and  feventy  four  perfons  died  of  the  plague  here,  and  the 
next  year  five  hundred  and  twenty-two,  - 

Page  341.  There  are  feveral  meeting  houfes  in  St.  Paul’s 
parifh — of  the  Quakers  one,  the  Independents  two,  of  the 
Anabaptifts  one,  which  has  an  endowment,  and  two  belong- 
ing to  the  Methodifts. 

Page  342.  Near  the  victualling-office  is  Deadman’s  dock- 
yard, the  property  of  Sir  Frederick  Evelyn.  Men  of  war  of 
feventy  four  guns  are  fometimes  built  here. 

The  dock  yard,  mentioned  by  Stow,  to  have  been  proje6ted 
by  Stanton  and  others,  afterwards  was  carried  forward  by  Sir 
Nicholas  Crifpe,  but  being  referred  by  king  Cliarles  II.  to 
the  crown  furveyor,  his  report  was  by  no  means  favourable 
to  it,  and  the  defign  feems  to  have  been  laid  afide. 

Page  346.  P'or  Sinum  read  Siuin,  and  Garyophillis 
read  Garyophillis. 

Page  357-  Upper  Brockley  farm  was  about  the  time  of 
the  Reftoration  veiled  in  Sir  John  Cutler,  bart.  who,  in 
1692,  fettled  it  on  Edmund  Boulter,  efq.  who,  in  1707,  left 
it  to  his  brother,  William,  from  whom  it  paffed  to  his  grand 
fon,  Richard  Wilkinfon,  and  afterwards  to  William  Wick- 
ham, efq.  and  Mary  his  wife,  the  faid  Richard’s  filler,  by 
which  means  it  came  into  the  family  of  Wickham. 

Page  360.  The  anticnt  place  at  Deptford,  where  the 
meetings  of  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity  houfe  were  for- 
merly held,  was  pulled  down  in  the  year  1787,  and  an 
elegant  building  was  erefled  in  the  room  of  it  for  that  pur- 
pofc  in  London,  near  the  Tower.  The  arms  of  the  corpo- 
ration are.  Argent  a crofs  gules  between  four  Jhips  of  three  majisy 
in  full  fail  proper. 

The  old  hofpital,  which  adjoins  to  the  church  yard,  was  built 
in  king  Henry  VIII.’s  reign;  it  conlifted  originally  of  twenty- 
one  apartments,  but  being  pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  in  1788, 
the  number  was  increafed  to  twenty-five-  The  other,  which 
is  in  Church-ftreet,  was  built  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft 
century ; it  conlifts  of  fifty-fix  apartments,  forming  a fpa- 
cious  quadrangle,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  placed  a ftatue  of 
Capt.  Maples.  On  the  call  fide,  oppofite  the  entrance,  is  a 
plain  building,  which  ferves  both  tor  a chapel  and  a hall, 
wiierethe  brethren  meet  annually  on  Trinity  Monday.  I'he 
penfioners  in  both  hofpitals  confift  of  decayed  pilots  or  maf- 
ters  of  Ihips,  or  their  widows  ; the  fingle  men  and  widows 
receive  about  18I,  per  annum,  the  married  men  about  28I. 

An 
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An  extenfive  manufacture  of  earthen  ivare^  known  by  the 
name  of  Deptford  ware,  is  carried  on  at  this  place. 

Page  364.  Edmund  Boulter,'efq.  by  will,  in  1707,  gave 
to  the  parilh  of  Deptford,  a right  of  prefenting  one  penlioner 
to  a certain  alms-houfe,  which  he  directed  to  be  built  near 
Oxford.  It  was  not  built  till  1780.  This  belongs  exclu- 
fively  to  St.  Paul’s  parilh. 

Page  367.  The  church  of  St.  Nicholas  now  conhlts 
of  a chancel,  nave,  and  two  illes  ; when  the  church  was  re- 
built, in  1697,  upon  a larger  fcale,  the  work  was  fo  badly 
performed,  that  in  1716,  a thorough  repair  was  necellary  to 
it,  at  the  expence  of  four  hundred  pounds. 

The  reCtory  of  St.  Nicholas’  parilh  comprehends  the  great 
tithes  of  that  parilh  and,  of  St,  Paul’s,  except  the  manor  o 
Hatcham,  which  belongs  to  the  Camberwell  impropriation. 


GREENWICH. 

Page  373.  Greenwich  parish  contains  about  eleven 
hundred  and  feventy  acres  of  cultivated  land,  of  which  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  are  arable,  one  hundred  and  lixiy  oc- 
cupied by  market  gardeners,  about  five  hundred  and  fit  y 
marlh  and  lowland  meadow,  and  about  three  hundred  and 
twenty  upland  meadow  and  pafture,  including  Greenwic  - 
park,  which  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres.  It 
was  walled  round  in  James  I.’s  reign,  and  laid  out  m tha  of 
Charles  II.  under  the  direftion  of  Le  Notre,  being  planted 
with  elms  and  Spanilh  chefnuts,  fome  of  which  are  ot  a very 
large  fize.  The  profits  of  the  market  were  given  to  the  hol- 

pital  by  Henry  earl  of  Romney,  in  1700. 

^ Page  408.  Greenwich  ho/pital^  m its  prefent  ftate,  confifis 
of  four  diftina  piles  of  building,  between  is  a grarid  fquare, 

and  in  front,  by  the  river  fide,  a terrace  of 
The  view  from  the  north  gate,  which  opens  to  the  terrace,  m 
the  midway  between  the  two  buildings,  prefents  an  affemblagc 
of  objeas  uncommonly  grand  and  ftriking;  beyond  the  fquare, 
are  feen  the  hall  and  chapel,  with  their  beautiful  domes  and 
the  two  colonades,  which  form  a kind  ot  avenue,  terminated 
by  the  ranger’s  lodge,  in  the  park,  on  an  eminence  of  which 
appears  the  royal  obfervatory,  amidft  a grove  of  trees,  la  the 
centre  of  the  great  fquare  is  a ftatue  of  king  George  II. 

Kinc^  Charles  II. ’s  building  ftands  on  the  vveft  fide  of  the 
^eaf  fquare,  the  eaftern  part  of  it,  which  is  of  Port  and  i one, 
wasereded  in  1664,  by  Webb,  after  ad  efign  of  his  father- 
in-law,  Inigo  Jones.  In  this  range  of  buildmgs  is  the  coun- 
cil-room, and  in  which,  and  the  anti-chamber  to  it,  are^  e^- 
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veral  portraits  and  fca  pieces.  ^ The  north  part  of  king 
Charles’s  building,  towards  the  river,  contains  the  apartments 
of  the  governor  and  lieutenant  governor.  This  and  the  fouth 
front  have  each  two  pavilions,  fimilar  to  thofe  in  the  eaft 
front.  The  weft  fide  of  this  building  comprehending  the 
north  weft  and  fouth  weft  pavilions,  was  originally  all  of 
brick.  It  was  the  firft  addition  to  king  Charles’s  palace,  be- 
ing called.  The  bafs  building.  The  foundation  was  laid  in 
1696,  and  was  nearly  completed  in  two  years.  The  whole 
of  what  is  now  called  king  Charles’s  building  contains  four- 
teen wards,  in  which  are  three  hundred  and  one  beds. 
Queen  Anne’s  building,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  great  fquare, 
nearly  correfponds  with  king  Charles’s  on  the  oppoftte  fide. 
The  foundation  of  it  was  laid  in  1698,  and  the  greater  part 
of  it  was  railed  and  covered  in  before  1728.  In  this  building 
are  feveral  of  the  officers  apartments,  and  twenty-four  wards, 
in  which  are  four  hundred  and  thirty-feven  beds. 

King  William’s  building  is  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  great 
fquare.  It  contains  the  great  hall,  veftibule, and  dome,  defigned 
and  erected  by  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  between  1698  and  1703, 
to  the  eaft  of  which  joins  the  colonade.  The  painting  of 
this  hall  was  undertaken  by  Sir  James  Thornhill,  and  coft 
6685I.  The  weft  front  of  king  William’s  building,  which  is 
of  brick,  was  finilhed  by  Sir  John  Vanbrugh,  about  1726. 
It  contains  eleven  wards,  in  which  are  five  hundred  and  fifty- 

one  beds.  . .... 

The  foundation  of  the  eaftern  colonade  fwhich  is  iimilar  to 
that  on  the  weft  fide)  was  laid  in  1699,  but  the  chapel  a^ 
other  parts  of  queen  Mary’s  building,  which  adjoin  to  it, 
were  not  finilhed  till  1752.  This  building,  which  corref- 
ponds to  that  called  king  William’s,  contains  thirteen  wards 
and  one  thoufand  and  ninety-two  beds. 

On  January  2,  1779,  2 dreadful  fire  happened  in  this  build- 
ing, which  deftroyed  the  chapel  with  its  dome,  part  of  the  co-» 
lonade,  and  as  many  of  the  adjoining  wards  as  contained  five 
hundred  beds.  The  whole  has  been  fince  rebuilt.  The  pre- 
fent  chapel  was  defigned  by  the  late  Mr.  Stuart,  well  known 
for  his  Antiquities  of  Athens.  The  two  pavilions  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  terrace  were  ere6led  in  1778. 

In  1763,  an  infirmary  was  erected  without  the  walls  of  the 
hofpital  for  the  fick  penfioners,  after  the  defign  of  Mr.  Stuart. 
It  contains  fixty-four  rooms,  each  formed  fo  as  to  accommo- 
date four  patients ; here  is  alfo  a chapel,  hall,  and  kitchen, 
and  apartments  for  a phyfician,  apothecary,  furgeon,  &:c.  and 
within  the  walls  are  hot  and  cold  baths.  In  1783,  a fchool- 
houfe,  with  a dormitory  for  the  boys,  was  built  from  a defign 
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of  Mr.  Stuart,  without  the  walls  of  the  hofpital ; the  wards, 
which  the  boys  occupied,  being  appropriated  to  an  additional 
number  of  penfioners.  Xhe  fchool-room,  being  one  hun- 
dred feet  in  length,  is  capable  of  containing  two  hundred 
boys;  in  the  upper  ftories  are  two  dormitories  of  the  fame 
length,  furniflied  with  hammocks.  About  fifteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  penfioners,  and  fix  hundred  and  forty  nurfes, 
the  widows  of  feamen,  have  been  admitted  into  this  hofpital 
fince  its  firft  eftablifhment.  The  prefent  number  of  out  peii- 
fioners  is  about  twelve  hundred. 

The  boys  educated  in  this  hofpital,  who  muft;  be  feamen’s  fons, 
between  eleven  and  thirteen  years  of  age,  objedts  of  charity, 
arecloathed,  lodged,  and  maintained  for  three  years,  during 
which  time  they  are  inftruiSled  in  the  principles  of  religion, 
in  writing,  arithmetic,  navigation,  and  drawing,  and  are  af- 
terwards bound  out  for  feven  years  to  the  Tea  fervice.  An 
excellent  branch  of  the  charity,  which  anfwers  the  double 
purpofe  of  providing  for  the  fons  of  poor  feamen,  and  of  mak- 
ing them  in  the  end  ufeful  to  their  country.  About  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  boys  have  been  educated  fince  the 
firrt  eftablifliment  of  this  inftitution  to  the  prefent  time. 

Page  373.  Near  the  water  fide,  adjoining  to  Norfolk 
college,  is  the  fpacious  iron  wharf  of  Millington  and  Co. 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Crawleys,  being  ufed  for  a fupply 
of  fuch  goods  as  are  wanted  in  greater  hafte  than  could  be 
forwarded  from  their  great  manufadtory  in  the  north. 

The  antient  manfion,  now  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Afiiburn- 
ham,  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Millington,  was  for  fome  time 
the  refidence  of  the  family  of  Crawley. 

Page  373*  The  Rotnan  Catholics  have  a chapel  in  Green- 
wich ; there  is  one  meeting  houfe  belonging  to  the  Anabap- 
tifts,  and  two  belonging  to  the  Methodifts. 

Page  386.  After  the  Reftoration,a  leafe  for  ninety-nine 
vears  was  granted  of  it  by  the  crown  in  1676,  to  Sir  William 
Boreman,  of  whofe  heirs  Sir  John  Morden  purchafed  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term,  and  afterwards  obtained  a grant  of  the 

perpetuity  of  it.  ^ , r r 1 • 

Page  389.  Eajl  Combe.  At  the  Reftoration  the  fee  of  this 

efiate,  which  had  been  before,  from  time  to  time,  held  by  leafe, 
reverted  to  the  crown,  James,  fon  of  Peter  f ortree,  had  a new 
leafe  in  1663,  which  in  1665,  he  affixed  to  James  Hayes,  efq. 
whofe  heirs  made  an  affignment  of  it  to  Ralph  Sandei  fon,  efq. 
in  whofe  family  the  leafe  of  it  was  feveral  times  afterwards  re- 
newed. Lady  Sanderfon  had  a renewal  of  it  in  1772,  for 
nine  years,  to  commence  in  1793;  and  file  left  by  will  her 
intereft  in  it  to  Mr.  Montague,  who  alfigned  it  to  the  late  John 

Campbell 
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Campbell  Lord  lion  king  of  arms  in  Scotland,  in  whofe  re- 

prefentatives  it  is  now  vefted.  o' 

Page  C5Q2.  IVe/fcombe-park  vizs  grznitd  by  Sir  Gregory 
Pagre,  on  a long  leafe,  to  Capt.  Galfridus  Walpole,  (younger 
brother  of  Sir  Robert)  who  built  the  prefent  houfe.  This 
leafe  afterwards  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  Charles  duke  of 
Bolton,  who refided  here;  he  died  in  1754, as  did  his  duchefs 
in  1760,  when  her  intereft  in  it  came  to  her  fon,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Powlett,  in  whom  the  remainder  of  the  leafe,  which  ex- 
pires in  1 824,  is  now  vefted. 

IVoodlnnds  is  a modern  feat,  fituated  between  Eaft  and  Weft- 
combe  ; the  grounds  here  were  laid  out  and  the  houfe  was 
built  about  1772,  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  John  Julius  An- 
gerftein,  efq.  and  occupies  a fituation  uncommonly  beautiful. 

Page  410.  Since  the  foundation  of  Mr.  Lambarde's  hof- 
pital  there  have  been  feveral  benefaftions,  which  have  greatly 
increafed  the  income  of  it,  for  the  penfioners  are  now  allowed 
fifteen  Ihillings  per  month,  and  a chaldron  and  an  half  of 
coals  yearly.  This  hofpital  is  fituated  to  the  fouth  weft  of 
the  town,  where  the  roads  branch  off  to  London  and  Lewi- 

Iham.  . - . , 

The  penfioners  in  Norfolk  college  have  eight  (hillings  a week 
for  commons,  the  warden  fixteen  (hillings,  befides  cloaths, 
lodging,  and  falaries,  variable  at  the  difcretion  of  the  com- 
pany ; the  prefent  annual  revenue  of  the  college,  which  is  in 
a very  flourifliing  condition,  is  eleven  hundred  pounds.  This 
college  ftands  by  the  river  fide,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town. 
It  is  a brick  ftruilure,  forming  a quadrangle. 

Page  419.  To  the  lift  of  vicars  add — 

Ralph  Skerrett.^.T.?,  ind.  1720,  obt.  1751. 

Samuel  Squire,  in  1751,  S.  T.  P.  who  was  m 1760,  made 
dean  of  Bril^ol,  and  next  year  bilhop  of  St.  David’s ; he  held 
this  vicarage  in  commendam  till  his  death,  in  1766,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Dr.  Hinchcliffe. 

CHARLTON. 

Page  420.  This  parish  is  of  no  great  extent;  it  has 
about  ninety  acres  of  woodland,  and  a confiderable  quantity 
of  wafte  ground,  including  a part  of  Blackheath,  and  one 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  mar(h.  The  foil  is  various, 
gravel,  loam,  fand,  and  chalk.  The  number  of  houfes  in 
it  is  ninety-five. 

The  houfe,  mentioned  as  near  the  church-yard,  was  built  by 
Sir  Richard  Raynes,  who  died  in  1710,  pofifelTed  of  a con- 
fidcrable  eftate  in  this  pari(h  j his  fon.  Dr,  Raynes,  be- 
queathed 
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queathed  this  houfe  and  eftate  to  Jofeph  KIrke,  efq.  who 
devifed  them  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  of  Cheveley,  in  Cam- 
bridgefhire,  with  remainder  to  Mr.  Browne,  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  as  there  mentioned. 

Line  1 1.  After  lately,  add  two  ; and  for  were  read  was. 

Page  421.  Hanging-wood  belongs  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  through  which  there  is  a very  pleafant  walk  to  Wool- 
wich. The  wood,  the  variety  of  uneven  ground,  and  the 
occafional  views  of  the  river,  contribute  to  make  this  paridi 
remarkably  pidturefque. 

At  the  farther  end  of  the  above  wood  is  a very  large  and 
deep  faiul-pit,  in  which  there  is  a Jiratnm  of  marie,  fix  or 
eight  feet  thick,  in  which  are  found  great  numbeis  of  extra- 
neous foffils,  which  lie  Co  numerous  and  clofe,  that,  as  Dr. 
Woodward  obferves,  the  mafs  is  wholly  compofed  of  them, 
there  being  but  very  little  marie  interfperfed.  Thefe  fhells 
confift  of  a great  variety  of  univalves  and  bivalves  {conch<Sy 
ojirea^  hiucina^  iSc.)  They  are  very  brittle,  and  for  the  mofi: 
part  refemble  thofe  found  at  Tours,  in  France,  and  at  Hord- 
well-clifF,  in  Hampfhire ; fome  of  them  are  impregnated 
with  mundic.  Below  the  church  there  is  a chalk-pit,  in  which 
echini  and  other  extraneous  folFils  are  found. 

The  other  \\ouCe^  late  therefidence  of  Mr.  Lambton,  and  be- 
fore of  Mrs.  Fitzherbert,  is  about  to  be  taken  for  the  fummer 
refidence  of  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales;  it 
was  formerly  the  rectory,  and  was  exchanged  by  Dr.  Wairen 
for  the  prefent  one,  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Chambeilain, 
widow  of  the  late  recSlor;  whole  daughter,  in  married 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Roper,  the  prefent  reftor. 

Page  422.  Line  14,  for  Pumaria  read  Fumaiia;  and 

line  17,  for  corciata  read  cruciata.  r t • r 

Page  425.  Lady  Wilfon  is  now  the  proprietor  of  this  feat, 
of  which  an  engraving  is  given  in  Lyfon’s  Environs,  vol.  iv. 
p.  227  ; where  there  is  a particular  defcription  of  this  man- 
fion.  In  1742,  it  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  earl  of  Eg- 
mont,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  many  years ; after  which 
it  was  rented  by  the  earl  of  Ancram,  afterwards  marquis  of 
Lothian  *,  and  was  afterwards  the  refidence  of  Sir  1 homas 

S.  Wilfon,  the  proprietor  of  it.  ^ 

Page  429.  John  Caior^  efq,  in  1787,  fold  the  materials 
of  the  houfe  by  auaion,  in  lots,  to  be  taken  away  ; a great 
part  of  it  has  not  been  vet  removed,  and  it  now  ftands  in 
ruins,  a melancholy  monument  of  its  former  grandeur. 
That  part  of  the  premifes,  which  lies  between  the  fcite  of 
the  manfion  and  Blackheath,  has  been  let  on  building  leafes. 

A farm 
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A farm  called  the  Cherry -garden  farm,  in  thisparlfh,  is  faid 
to  have’been  built  by  Inigo  Jones,  for  his  own  ufe. 

Page  4.^^  7he  church  is  built  of  brick,  confifting  of  two 
chancels,  a nave,  and  north  idej  the  tower  ftands  at  the 

weft  end,  and  is  embattled.  ^ r -d  u -n* 

In  the  north  ifte  or  chancel,  is  a monument  for  Robert  Uing- 
lev  efq  F.  R.  S.  of  Lamaby,  in  Bexley,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal promoters  of  the  Magdalen  charity,  obt.  1781  j and  for 

his  two  w'ives.  . , . , , r r 

The  monuments  and  graveftones  in  this  church,  for  perlons 

of  diftinguiftied  rank,  are  numerous,  much  more  fo  than 
this  work  will  admit  the  mention  of.  Sir  William  Langhorn 
left  one  thoiifand  pounds,  to  purchafe  lands  for  the  augmen- 
tation of  this  redlory. 


WOOLWICH. 

Page  441.  This  parish  lies  about  nine  miles  front 
London;  it  contains  about  feven  hundred  acres  of  land,  of 
which  three  hundred  and  eighty  are  marfh,  on  the  Eflex  fide 
of  the  Thames,  bounded  by  Barking  and  Barking-creek, 
which  feparates  it  from  Eaft  Ham.  Fifty  acres  are  marfh  on 
the  Kentifh  fide  of  the  river,  about  forty  arable,  ten  occupied 
by  market  gardeners,  fifty  wafte,  about  fifty  upland  pafture, 
and  fifty  acres  were  leafed,  a few  years  ago,  to  goverment. 
'I'he  foil,  except  in  the  marfhes,  is  principally  gravel ; at  the 
eaft  end  of  the  town  is  a chalk-pit,  which  has  Tijiratwn, 
abounding  with  the  fame  extraneous  foflils  as  that  at  Charl- 
ton. The  market-place  here  was  changed  within  the  pre- 
fent  century.  The  Gun  wharf  formerly  occupied  the  fpot 
where  the  prefent  market  Is  now  held,  ^ 

Page  442.  The  prefent  number  of  houfes  in  this  pariln 
is  about  twelve  hundred.  The  great  increafe  of  population, 
which  has  been  in  proportion  of  near  five  to  one,  within  the 
laft  century,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  proportionate  increaie 
of  the  dock-yard  and  W arren,  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
artillery,  who  have  their  head  quarters  at  this  place. 

Page  444.  'i  he  land,  mentioned  p.  450,  to  have  been 
purchafed  by  king  Henry  Vlll.  in  his  37*-^' 
ward  Boughton,  then  proprietor  of  Southall  manor, 
Bowton’s  docks,  &c.  is  fuppofed  to  be  for  the  ufe  of  the 
royal  dock,  which  has  been  confiderably  increafed  from 
to  time  by  the  addition  of  feveral  pieces  of  marfli  land,  held 
by  government,  under  leafe  from  the  Bowater  family,  being 
parcel  of  the  manor  of  Southall,  for  which  an  annual  rent 
of  four  hundred  pounds  is  paid  by  government.  The  pre- 
fent dock-yard  confifts  of  a narrow  flip  of  land  by  the  river 

fide 
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fide  of  five  furlongs  and  eighteen  yards  in  length,  contains 
two  dry  docks,  two  maft-ponds  (another  of  large  dimenfions 
is  now  making  upon  twelve  acres  of  additional  ground,  taken 
into  the  dock-yard  about  the  year  1786)  befides  forges, fiore- 
houfes,  worklhops,  &c.  for  the  different  working  artificerSj 
and  houfes  for  the  officers  of  the  yard. 

Page  445.  The  academy  above  mentioned  is  in  the 
Warren,  which  is  the  head  quarters  of  the  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, but  fince  the  great  increafe  of  that  regiment,  theWar- 
ren,  which  contains  between  fifty  and  fixty  acres,  has  been 
found  very  inefficient  for  that  purpofe ; on  which  account  a 
piece  of  ground,  containing  about  fifty  acres,  was  taken  on 
leafe  by  government  of  Mr.  Bowater,  about  twenty  years 
ago,  and  fpacious  barracks  were  built  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  officers  and  privates  of  that  corps,  for  whom  there  was 
not  room  in  the  Warren. 

Tw3  hulks  are  ftationed  in  the  river  at  Woolwich,  for  the  re- 
ception of  convidfs,  who  are  employed  in  the  moft  laborious 
offices  at  the  dock-yard  and  Warren,  having  proper  perfons 
to  fuperintend  them,  and  take  an  account  of  their  labour. 

Page  449.  The  manor  of  Southall^  alias  TVoolwich^  was 
purchafed  of  the  Boughtons  by  the  Heywoods  or  HaywOods, 
as  their  name  was  afterwards  fpelt  (not  Heydons).  Sir  Ed- 
ward Boughton  fold  it  in  1555,  to  Richard  Haywoode,  whofe 
defcendant,  Chriftopher  Haywoode,  in  1580,  alienated  it  to 
Richard.  Patrick;  foon  after  which  it  was  fold  to  Sir  Nicholas 
Gilbourne  ; his  defcendant,  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Gilbourne,  married  St.  Leger  Scroope,  efq.  who 
fold  this  manor,  in  1692,  to  Richard  Bowater  the  elder,  and 
Richard  Bowater  the  younger.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
John  Bowater,  efq.  and  the  manor  houfe  is  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  his  brother,  Capt.  Edward  Bowater. 

Page  453.  The  glebe  land  confifis  of  about  twenty 
acres  of  pafture,  lying  within  a ring  fence. 

Page  454.  T^he  church  confifts  of  a nave,  two  ifles,  and 
a chancel ; there  are  galleries  in  it  on  the  north,  fouth,  and 
weft  fides. 

There  are  a great  number  of  tombs  and  memorials  in  the 
church-yard,  principally  for  the  officers  of  the  dock-yard, 
royal  artillery,  and  their  families. 

ELTHAM. 

Page  455.  This  parish  contains  about  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  three 
hundred  and  fixty  are  wood  land,  and  about  fixty  wafte.  The 
foil  near  the  town  is  principally  gravel  j in  the  more  diftant 

VOL.  II.  o o parts, 
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parts,  towards  Shooter’s-hill,  and  towards  Chefilhurfl,  it  is 
clay.  The  prefent  number  of  houfes  is  about  two  hundred 
and  forty. 

Page  457.  On  Shooter’s-hill,  the  earl  of  Shrew(bury 
has  lately  built  a fmall,  but  elegant  houfe,  for  his  refidence. 

Page  459.  Dr.  Sherard  died  at  Eltham,  in  1739.  His 
houfe  is  now  in  the  tenure  of  John  Dorrington,  efq.  fome  of 
Dr.  Sherard’s  exotics  ftill  remain,  among  which  is  a fine  ce- 
dar of  Libanus,  clofe  to  the  houfe,  the  girth  of  which,  at 
three  feet  from  the  ground,  is  nine  feet. 

Page  463.  The  leafe  of  the  manor  of  Eltham  was  again 
renewed  to  Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw  for  eight  years,  from 
April  1796;  and  again  for  feven  years,  from  1804. 

Page  466.  King  James  was  at  Eltham,  in  1612;  after 
which  it  does  not  feem  to  have  been  vifited  by  any  of  the 
royal  family. 

The  great  hally  now  ufed  as  a barn,  and  fome  of  the  offices, 
are  all  that  are  remaining  of  it.  The  hall  is  one  hundred 
feet  in  length, thirty-fix  in  breadth,  and  fifty-five  in  height; 
it  has  a w'ooden  roof,  wrought  with  Gothic  ornaments. 

Page  477.  Sir  William  James,  bart,  died  in  Decem- 
ber 1783,  as  did  his  only  fon.  Sir  Edward  William  James, 
bart.  in  1792,  aet.  18  ; they  were  both  buried  here. 

Page  478.  Robert  Naffau  was  fecond  fon  of  the  Hon. 
Richard  Savage  Naffiau,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Rochford  ; I 
am  fince  informed  that  this  feat  of  the  Wythens  was  fold 
by  George  Nafl'au,  efq.  to  Jofeph  Warner,  efq.  the  prefent 
proprietor,  who  refides  here. 

Page  481.  Since  earl  Bathurft’s  death.  Fairy-hill  hzs 
been  in  the  fucceffive  occupations  of  Henry  Hoare,  efq.  Gen, 
Morrifon,  and  John  Randall,  efq.  after  which  it  was  fold  to 
Mr.  Naylor,  who  died  in  1796. 

Page  485.  The  church  confifts  of  a chancel,  nave,  and 
two  ifles,  having  a tall  fpire  fteeple  at  the  weft  end.  'The 
north  ifle  was  built  in  1667,  by  Sir  John  Shaw,  bart.  who 
had  a faculty  for  the  purpofe.  Whilft  the  vault  was  digging 
under  this  ifle,  the  roof  of  the  ifle  fell  in ; after  which  it  was 
rebuilt,  new  pewed,  and  a new  pulpit  was  given,  all  at  Sir 
John  Shaw’s  expence. 

Page  487.  The  leafe  of  the  reSdory  was  purchafed  of 
the  Naflaus  by  Mr.  John  Green,  who  is  the  prefent  leflee 
of  it.  -r 

LEE. 

Page  492.  This  parish  contains  about  one  thoufand 
and  fixty  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  five  hundred  and 
twenty  are  arable,  about  four  hundred  and  fixty  meadow  and 

pafture, 
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pafture,  and  about  eighty  woodland  ; there  is  no  wafte  land. 
7'he  foil  in  the  upper  part,  towards  Bromley,  is  a ftiff  clay ; 
in  other  parts  gravel.  The  prefent  number  of  houfes  is 
about  fifty. 

Lady  Dacre’s  feat  was  inherited  by  her  from  her  father,  Sir 
Thomas  Fluyder.  There  is  a handfome  feat  in  the  village, 
which  was  built  by  Thomas  Lucas,  efq  who  refided  in  it 
till  his  death,  in  1784;  his  widow  marrying  John  Julius 
Angerftein,  efq.  entitled  him  to  it,  and  he  now  owns  it,  but 
it  is  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  John  Call,  bart. 

Page  497.  There  were  two  efiates,  called  Little  Banker’s 
and  Great  Hatchfield,  partly  in  this  pariih,  and  partly  in 
Lewilham,  which  have  for  many  years  paffed  with  the  manor 
of  Catford,  in  Lewilham. 

Page  499.  The  church  confifts  of  a nave  and  chancel; 
at  the  weft  end  is  a low  tower,  the  upper  part  of  which  has 
been  rebuilt  with  brick,  and  is  roofed  with  common  red  tiles. 
At  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century  it  was  in  agitation  to  re- 
build this  church,  which  was  then  reprefented  to  be  in  a 
ftate  too  ruinous  to  admit  of  repair  ; this  meafure  has  been 
again  purpofed  during  the  incumbency  of  the  prefent  retStor, 
but  no  fteps  have  been  yet  taken  towards  it. 

In  the  church  is  a monument  for  Trevor  Charles  Roper,  lord 
Dacre,  who  married  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  I homas 
Fluyder  knt.  (who  died  in  1769,  and  lies  buried  here)  by 
Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  George  Champion;  he  died 

in  1794,  set.  49.  , • j I 

William  Parfons,  the  late  celebrated  cotnedian^'^zs  buried  here 

in  1795;  over  whom  is  this  epitaph — 

Here  Parsons  lies,  oft  on  Life’s  busy  stage, 
With  Nature,  reader,  hast  thou  seen  him  vie; 
He  science  knew,  knew  manners,  knew  the  age, 
Respected  knew  to  live— respected  die. 


Page  <502.  The  prefent  reaor.  Dr.  Courtenay,  bifiiop 
of  Briftol,  was  in  Feb.  1797,  tranftatedto  the  fee  of  Exeter. 


LEWISHAM, 

Page  co?  The  church,  which  is  about  the  centre  of 
the  village,  not  far  from  the  fixlh.  mile  ftcne  from  Lon. 
don  7'he  pariih  is  bounded  towards  Surry  by  Lambeth, 
Camberwell,  and  the  hamlet  of  Penge:  two-thirds  of  the 
cultivated  lands  are  arable,  two  hundred  acres  are  wood,  and 
the  wafte  lands  on  Sydenham  common,  Blackheath,  &c. 
nearly  one  thoufand  acres.  Mr.  Ruffell,  who  has  one  of  the 

o 0 » ' iT^oft 
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inoft  extenfive  concerns  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom,  occu- 
pies about  fifty  acres  of  nurfery  ground,  and  there  are  about 
forty  cultivated  by  market  gardeners.  Tlie  whole  number 
of  houfes  in  this  parifh  is  five  hundred  and  thirty;  ot  which, 
in  the  hamlet  of  Sydenham,  there  are  about  eighty. 

Page  504.  The  manor  of  Sydenham.,  the  antient  fcite  of 
which  lies  within  the  bounds  of  this  parifli,  was  given  by 
John  Befville  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Andrew,  Ro- 
chefier;  and  at  the  difiblution  of  it,  in  king  Henry  VIII. ’s 
reign,  paflcd  with  the  other  poITefllons  ot  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  crown.  The  manfion  of  it,  called  the  Place-houfe,  and 
fometimes  from  its  fize,  the  Great  Houfe,  flood  about  a 
mile  northward  from  the  village  of  Sydenham,  near  the  wef- 
tern  fide  of  the  river.  It  became,  with  a fmall  parcel  of  the 
demefne  landsjound  it,  fouie  years  ago  feparated  in  moieties, 
one  of  which  was  purchafed  by  Mr  Jonathan  Sabine,  the 
prefent  proprietor,  who  has  pulled  down  his  moiety  of  the 
houfe.  The  eaftern  moiety,  which  is  now  flanding,  was  in- 
herited, with  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  by  the  niece  of  Rich, 
Brooke,  efq.  widow  of  John  Seeker,  efq.  w'ho  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

The  mill,  at  Southend.,  formerly  ufed  by  Mr,  Ephraim  How, 
is  now  a muflard  mill.  At  the  village  or  town  of  Lewifliam 
is  a mill  for  making  cloth  without  weaving. 

The  large  manfion,  near  the  church,  late  A4r.  Sclater’s, 
was  built  by  Sir  John  Lethieullier,  in  i68o;  it  is  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  Richard  VV" right,  .and  is  occupied  as  a fchool. 

Page  505.  Between  Lewifiiam  and  Brockley  is  a well, 
of  the  fame  quality  as  thofe  of  Tunbridge.  'I  he  fpring  is 
the  property  of  lord  Dartmouth  ; a woman  attends  to  ferve 
the  water,  which  is  delivered  gratis  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parifh.  At  the  Well-houfe  are  held  the  meetings  of  the  St. 
George’s  Bowmen,  a fociety  of  archers,  eflablifhed  in  1789. 

Page  512.  T'he  old  manor  houfe,  which  was  probably  the 
fcite  of  the  priory,  flood  to  the  fouth  of  the  church,  where 
is  now  the  manor  farm. 

Page  515.  The  manor  of  BilUngha?n,?ihQV  the  Diflblu- 
tion,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  was  granted  by 
queen  Mary,  i.n  i554>  Richard  Whately,  whofe  daughter 
and  heir,  Phillippa,  married  John  Rochefler,  and  lie  levied  a 
fine  of  it  in  1575  > fon  and  heir,  Emery,  fold  it  in  1584, 
to  John  Leigh,  who  in  1 598,  alienated  it  to  James  Altham, 
by  a female  heir  of  which  name  it  pafled  in  marriage  to  Sti- 
dolfe.  Sir  Richard  Stidolfe,  by  his  will,  in  1676,  gave  his 
eftates  between  his  two  daughters,  Margaret,  wife  of  James 
1 ryon,  efq.  and  Frances,  married  to  Jacob  lord  Aftley.  Fran- 
ces 
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ces  lady  Aftley  left  her  eftates  to  her  nephew,  Charles  Tryon, 
efq.  in  whom  the  entire  fee  of  this  manor  being  verted,  he 
fold  it  in  1724,  to  Thomas  Inwen,  efq  whole  daughter, 
Sarah  vifcountefs  Falkland,  afterwards  inherited  it. 

Page  524.  The  prefent  rtrudure  of  the  churchy  which  is 
of  rtone,  conrtrts  of  an  oblong  fquare,  with  a fmall  circular  re- 
cefs,  at  the  eart  end,  for  the  altar  on  the  fouth  fide  is  a por- 
tico. At  the  weft  end  ftan’ds  an  antient  fquare  tovver,  the 
upper  part  of  which  has  been  rebuilt.  The  infide  is  neatly 
fitted  up  ; at  the  weft  end  is  an  organ,  given  by  Mr.  Spencer, 
whofe  arms  are  on  the  front;  on  each  fide  are  monuments 
for  the  Petrie  family,  the  one  executed  in  Italy,  the  other  by 
Mr.  Banks. 

In  the  vault,  under  the  new  church,  are  placed  the  feveral 
monuments  which  had  been  in  the  old  church. 

The  church-yard  has  a great  number  of  tomb-ftones  in  it; 
among  them  is  one  for  the  Rev,  William  Powth,  the  late 
vicar,  who  died  in  1795. 

Mis.  Sufan  Graham,  widow,  who  died  in  1698,  built  a 
chapel  on  Blackheath,  and  endowed  it  with  twenty  pounds 
per  annum  for  a reader;  two  pounds  for  ringing  the  bell, 
and  three  pounds  for  repairs,  charged  on  the  great  tithes. 
There  is  anotlier  chapel  alfo  on  Blackheath,  within  this  pa- 
rifh,  built  in  1791,  and  licenfed  asa  chapel  of  eafe.  At  Sy- 
denham is  another  chapel,  which  w'as  formerly  a meeting- 
houfe  for  Prefbyterian  diflenters.  It  is  now  licenfed  as  a 
chapel  of  eafe  for  the  parifh  of  Lewifham.  The  riumber 
of  houfes,  in  and  near  Blackheath,  within  this  parifh,  are 
about  one  hundred. 

Page  525.  Line  penult : read  John  Glynn^  ob.  15^8. 

BECKENHAM. 

P.AGE  528.  This  parish  reaches  to  the  confines  of  Surry 

where  it  is  bounded  by  that  of  Croydon,  a fmall  portion  of 
Camberwell,  and  Penge,  a detached  hamlet  of  Batierfea.  it 
contains  three  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy  acres  or 
land,  of  which,  in  1793,  about  eigliteen  hundred  and  fifty 
were  arable,  ten  hundred  and  eighty  meadow  and  parture, 
and  about  two  hundred  and  foity  woods  and  orchards,  but 
a confiderable  quantity  has  fince  been  laid  down  in  grafs,  the 
wafte  lands  do  not  exceed  thirty  or  forty  acres ; the  number 
of  houfes  are  one  hundred  and  forty. 

Beckenharn-place  is  an  elegant  manfion,  (landing  on  an  emi- 
nence, and  commands  a beautiful,  though  not  an  extenfive 
prolbed.  Kent-houfe  is  now 'occupied  as  a farm  houfe. 

0 0 3 Among 
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Among  Other  houfes  in  this  parifh,  the  refidence  of  gentle- 
men, IS  that  of  lord  Auckland,  near  Elmer’s-end,  purchafed 
ofJ.’A.  Rucker,  efq.  of  Jofeph  Cator,  efq.  formerly  Sir 
Piercy  Brett’s ; ofR.H.  A.  Bennet,  efq.  about  half  amilefouth 
eaft  of  Beckenham-ftreet ; and  of  Mrs.  Hoare,  widow  of 
Henry  Hoare,  efq.  oppofite  the  church ; which  two  laft  are 
the  property  of  lord  Gwydir  and  of  Edward  King,  efq.  F.R.S. 
and  F.  S.  A.  Author  of  the  Differtation  on  antient  Caftles, 
Morfels  of  Criticifm,  and  other  learned  works.  ' 

Page  538.  Sir  Merrick  Burrell  died  in  1787. 

Line  5.  For  James  read  Jones  Raymond. 

Page  545.  Corredl  the  time  of  Mrs.  Amy  Burrell’s 
death : (he  died  in  1789,  set.  89.  It  was  the  widow  of  her 
fon,  Peter  Burrell,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Hackney,  who  died  in  1794. 

Page  549.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  a more 
corredl  UJi  ofreSiorsy  communicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Denne, 
of  Wilmington. 

Robert  Leigh Robert  Cojyn,  A.  M.  inft.  154^* 

yohn  Calverley^  LL.D.  inf.  1561, 
obt.  July  31,  1576. 

Thomas  Lloyd^  1576. 

Thojnas  Any attiy  S.  T.  B.  Induft. 
1613. 

Dalton^  efq William  Skinna  .,  L.  B.  1616, 

ob.  1647. 

Robert  Clijfoldy  A.  M.  1661,  ob. 
1676. 

William  Afhetony  S.  T.  P.  inft. 

, 1676.  obt.  1711. 

Honourable  St.  Johiy  bart Thotnas  Clarke,  A.  B.  inft.  i 7 1 1. 

William  Furigneau,  A.M.  i 765, 
obt.  1778. 

Mr.  Rofe William  Rofe,  A. 1778.  TliC 

prefent  redlor. 

Dr.  Epiphanius  Holland  was  never  reftor ; he  ferved  the  curacy,  and  was 
buried  in  this  church  in  1730. 

BROMLEY. 

Page  550.  Bromley  parish  is  bounded  by  no  lefs 
tlian  eight  others.  It  contains  about  three  thoufand  acres  of 
land,  ot  which  three  hundred  and  fifty  are  coppice  wood, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  wafte  ; formerly  there  was  much 
more  woodland,  which  has  been  grubbed  up,  and  converted 
into  tillage,  near  a third  of  the  parifh  having  been  fo  about 
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the  middle  of  the  laft  century.  There  are  two  meeting- 
houfes  in  this  parith  belonging  to  the  Methodifts. 
Southborough  is  a hamlet  in  Bromley,  in  which  there  are  fe- 
veral  farm  houfes,  and  two  larger  ones ; Mr.  Newnham, 
brother  of  alderman  Newnham,  occupies  one,  and  Mr. 


Reynolds  the  other.  r , r 

Page  562.  Slmpfons  is  now  occupied  as  a farm  houle. 

Freeland's  is  a feat  in  this  parilh,  the  freehold  of  which  be- 
longs to  Mrs.  Afheton  ; but  the  refidue  of  a term,  granted 
many  years  fmce,  is  now  vefted  in  Thomas  Raikes,  efq.  de- 
putv-^'overnor  of  the  Bank,  who  refides  in  it. 

Bromfey-college  is  under  the  management  of  fourteen  truftees, 
feven  of  whom  are— the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  the  bifhops 
of  London  and  Rochefter,  the  archdeacon  and  chancellor  of 
the  diocefe,  the  dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  dean  of  the  arches 
for  the  time  being ; the  others  are  eleaive.  Jn  Lyfon  s En- 
virons, p.  320,  is  a beautiful  engraving  of  the  founder,  bi- 

Page  The  church  is  a fpacious  ftruaure, 

ing  of  a nave  and  two  ifles,  and  a chancel ; at  the  weft  end 
is  a fquare  embattled  tower,  with  a cupola  at  t^  top.  The 
north  ifte  was  rebuilt  in  1792,  to  which  bilhop  Thomas  con- 
tributed the  fum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

Page  <568.  George  Norman,  efq.  of  Bromley  common, 
is  the  prefent  leffee  of  the  parfonage  of  Bromley,  whofe  father 
mLried  the  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Innocent,  the  former  lelTee 
of  it.  The  curate,  who  is  appointed  by  the  bilhop,  receiv- 
• twenty  pounds  per  annum  out  of  the  great  tithes.  John 
nfwkfworth,  LL.D.  well  known  from  his  various  elegant 
publications,  refided  in  this  parilh,  and  was  buried  here  on 

eftablifh^  at  Bromley,  in  which 
thirteen  boys,  and  the  fame  number  of  girls,  are  cloathed  and 
educated.  It  was  eftablifhed  before  the  year  1718,  and  ^ 
funpo  edby  the  intereft  ofioool.  3 per  cents,  given  by  dif- 
fS  perfons,  an  annual  fubfcription,  and  the  colleamns 
made  at  a charity  fermon.  In  addition  to  the  chanties,  Mrs. 
Slcanor  Emmeu,  in  i739>  gave  a rent  charge  of  40s.  per  anq. 
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CHESILHURST. 

CPAGE  2. 

HESILHURST  is  fometimes  fpelt  Chljlehurjl.  It  con- 
tains about  twenty-five  hundred  acres,  the  cultivated  land  is 
almoft  wholly  arable ; there  are  about  two  hundred  acres  of 
wafte  land  in  it.  There  are  upwards  of  one  hundred  houfes 
in  it,  and  more  are  now  building. 

Page  13.  Camden-place  is  now  occupied  by  William 
Lufhington,  efq.  M.  P.  for  the  city  of  London. 

Page  15.  Town-court  farm the  executors  of 
Nathaniel  Roffey,  efq.  to  Mr.  Edward  Hodfoll,  whofe  fon 
of  the  fame  name  died  poflefied  of  it  in  1794. 

Page  16.  The  feat  of  the  Farringtons  was  built  in  the 
reign  of  king  James  I.  by  Thomas  Farrington,  efq.  of  Lan- 
calhire,  — t 

HAYES. 

Page  22.  Is  alTout  twelve  miles  from  London.  It  con- 
tains about  one  thoufand  acres  of  cultivated  land,  which  are 
divided  in  equal  portions  of  arable  and  pafture,  but  the  latter 
has  been  for  fome  years  gradually  increafing  ; there  are  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  acres  of  wafte.  There  are 
ftxty  two  houfes  in  it. 

Page  23.  Bajlon-court  became  the  property  of  the  Woods, 
Richard  and  Anthony  Wood  being  coheirs  in  gavelkind,  ali- 
enated it  in  1762,  to  John  Luxford,  efq  of  whom  it  was 
purchafed  in  1795,  by  James  Randall,  jun.  efq.  the  prefent 
proprietor. 

The  manor  of  Pickhurjl^  alias  Heaver,  lies  near  the  bounds 
of  this  panlh,  next  to  Beckenham,  in  1693,  it  was  the  j ro- 
perty  of  Matthias  Wallraven,  whofe  grandlon,  Peter,  in  1757, 
alienated  it  to  W illiam  Cowley,  and  he  fold  it  in  1765,  to 
Mariabella  Eliot,  fifter  of  Mr.  J.  hliot,  the  prefent  proprie- 
tor. 1 he  manfion  of  it  is  occupied  by  John  Bowdler,  efq. 

Page  26.  A fchool  hcjufe  was  eredled  in  17915  and  a 
mafttr  and  miftrefs  appointed,  to  teach  all  the  poor  children 
in  the  parifh  to  read,  and  the  girls  to  work,  the  expence  of 

which, 
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which,  except  from  the  aid  of  Mrs.  Lloyd’s  and  Mrs.  Har- 
rifon’s  benefadtions,  have  been  defrayed  b)  voluntary  fub- 
fcriptions. 

Sir  Samuel  Lennard,  anno  1617,  gave  forty  (liillings  per  an- 
num, to  be  diftributed  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  Fopifli  plot, 
among  fuch  forty  poor  perfons  as  Ihould  be  prefent  at  a fer- 
mon,  to  be  preached  on  that  occafion  at  Weft  Wickham 
church,  ten  of  the  faid  poor  perfons  to  be  of  this  parifh  of 
Hayes. 

An  acre  and  an  half  of  land  was  given  to  this  parifh,  but  by 
whom  unknown. 

Page  29.  John  Till^  the  prefent  rector,  is  LL.B. 


WEST  WICKHAM. 


Page  29.  This  parish  is  bounded  towards  Surry  by 
that  of  Addington.  There  are  about  twenty  acres  of  waftc 
land  in  it.  On  that  part  of  what  is  ufually  called  Hayes- 
commoii  within  this  parifh,  is  the  mtrenchment,  mentioned 
page  Ai,  to  have  been  thrown  up  by  Sir  Chriftopher,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  The  prefent  number  of  houfes  is 
about  feventy. 

Page  30.  The houfe,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitmore, 
and  the  property  of  Mr.  after,  was  before  that  the  pro- 
perty and  refidence  of  that  amiable  writer,  Gilbert  Weft, 
&q.  who  died  in  1756,  and  was  buried  in  this  church. 

Page  34.  In  Lyfon’s  Environs,  vol.  iv.  page  552,  is  an 
engravin®'  of  Weft  Wickham-court. 

Page^35.  In  the  nave  of  this  church  is  a memorial  for 
Sir  Thomas  Wilfon,  in  1775;  and  for  Elizabeth  his  wife. 


in  17  79* 

KESTON. 

Page  38.  The  road  from  Kefton  Mark  to  Leaves- 
green,  as  now  altered,  is  by  the  bath,  whence  it  winds  round 
the  weft  fide  of  Holwood.  I'he  road  formerly  from  the 
bath  to  the  eaft  ward,  is  now  a private  road  to  Mr.  Fitts 
houfe ; aft  that  part  of  the  hill  from  the  new  road  being  in- 

clofed. 

CHELSFIELD. 


Page  84.  The  hamlet  of  Greenpeet- green  is  within 
this  parifh,  almoft  adjoining  to  the  boundary  of  Orpington. 


ORPINGTON. 

Page  97.  The  village  of  Orpington  is  fituated  about 
a mile  from  the  fouthern,  and  half  that  dift'ance  from  the 

northern  boundary  of  it.  The  Crofton  woods  are,  for  the 

moll 
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moft  part,  in  the  parilh,  and  its  weftern  boundary  runs  through 
them,  and  in  continuation,  divides  the  farm  houfe  of  Town- 
court,  which  is  partly  in  this  parifti,  and  partly  in  Chefilhurft, 
and  is  at  prefent  pofleired  by  Mrs.  Hodfoll,  mother  of  Mifs 
Matilda  Hodfoll.  The  foil  is  in  general  light,  fome  fandy, 
and  fome  gravelly ; but  about  Crofton  it  is  a cold  clay  and 
fwampy.  T he  parifh  contains  about  fixteen  hundred  acres. 
There  are  two  farms  of  fome  account  here — Patten-grove, 
belonging  to  Sir  John  Dixon  Dykej  and  Perry-hall,  to  Sir 
Richard  Glode. 

Page  i 12.  In  the  lift  of  the  vicars  of  Orpington,  corre(fl 
thus — 

James  Whitehoufe,  iiulufted  1732,  obt.  1755. 

Francis  Fawkes,  A.M.  inducted  1755,  refigned  1794. 

John  Till,  A.  M.  inducted  1774,  refigned  1778. 

J.  Pratt,  inducted  1778.  Prefent  vicar. 

St.  MARY  CRAY. 

Page  112.  The  village  of  St.  Mary  Cray  extends 
from  the  northern  almoft  to  the  fouthern  boundary  of  the 
parilh,  which  is  fomewhat  more  than  half  a mile;  there  is 
however  fome  interval  between  it  and  the  hamlet,  called 
Reynold  Smith's,  where  the  parifhes  of  Orpington  and  St. 
Mary  Cray  join,  confilting  of  about  thirteen  or  fourteen 
houfes.  It  is  faid  to  contain  about  feventeen  hundred  acres; 
the  foil  is  light  and  free  from  chalk. 

Page  119.  Mr.  Berens  is  now  out  of  the  direClion  of 
both  thefe  companies. 

Page  122.  There  is  no  glebe  land  belonging  either  to  the 
vicar  or  redor.  See  the  augmentation  to  this  chapel  above, 

page  1 12.  — ^ — 

FOOT’S  CRAY. 

Page  135.  Two  thirds  of  this  parilh  are  arable. 
The  prefent  number  of  houfes  in  this  parilh  is  only  twenty- 
three,  which  may  be  accounted  for  from  a confiderable  part 
of  this  village,  fituated  on  the  road  leading  from  the  high 
J.ondon  road  to  Chefilhurft  being  in  that  parilh,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  being  at  a great  diftance  from  their  own, 
generally  chriften  their  children  in  this  church. 
Notwithftanding  the  general  foil  of  this  parifti  is  gravelly 
and  light,  yet  it  bears  tolerable  good  crops  of  corn,  being  for 
the  moft  part  arable.  The  parifti  is  fmall,  containing  only 
about  Icven  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  bounds  irregularly 
with  that  of  Chefilhurft,  towards  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft. 
Thereis  a good  modern  faftied  houfe  in  that  part  of  the  vil- 
lage which  turns  off  to  Chefilhurft,  it  was  the  property  of 

Mrs, 
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Mrs.  Manning,  widow,  who  fold  it  to  Richard  Wright,  efq. 
who  now  refides  in  it. 

Page  137.  Une'iy  For  Cleve  read  Cleeve. 

Page  138.  Mr.  Harenc  married  the  daughter  of  Salif- 
bury  Cade,  efq.  of  Greenwich,  by  whom  he  has  a fon  and 

daughter.  . 

Page  139.  There  are  two  bells  in  the  fteeple  ot  this 

church,  the  north  ifle  is  a kind  of  chancel,  formerly  belong- 
ing to  the  Walfmgham’s.  In  a vault  underneath  it  were 
buried  Bourchier  Cleeve,  efq.  and  his  wife  of  Kootfcray-place, 
but  there  is  no  monument  or  even  memorial  over  them. 
There  are  about  ten  acres  of  glebe  contiguous  to  the  parfonag^e 
houfe,  and  about  thirteen  more  in  the  parilh  of  Chefilhurft, 
purchafed  by  the  governors  of  queen  Anne’s  bounty,  to  winch 
two  hundred  pounds  was  added  by  private  donation  for  the 

augmentation  of  this  rectory.  ^ ^ j 

Page  141.  In  the  lift  of  the  reSiors  of  Foot  s Cray  read 

thus ; 

John  Roivland,  A.  M.  iiid.  June  William  Smith,  i 747,  obt.  i 765. 
1660,  obt.  1680.  Benjamin  Skinner,  1765,  obt. 

Ifaac  Hunt,  clerk,  1690. 

John  Hancock,  clerk,  prefented  William  Gwyn,  June  1766,  re- 

i6qi,  obt.  1700.  hg-  ‘768. 

John  Whittell,  I 720,  obt.  1 726.  Thomas  Moore,  A.  M.  i /68,  the 
'Richard  Lucas,  inft.  July  26,  prefent  redor. 

1725,  obt.  1747. 

NORTH  CRAY. 

Pace  lit.  The  soil  of  this  parilh  is  rathera  lightfandy 

loam,  except  in  the  brooks,  which  are  mooriih  with  a lharp 
burning  gravel  underneath,  the  uplands  towards  the  WMds 
are  a ftiff  clay.  The  parilli  is  about  a mile  and  a half  m 
kngth,  and  Lntains  about  one  thoufand  acres  of  arable  and 

MadockJ-purchafed  in 

, 78^,  andVn/r  Mafi.l  in  1 78a.  He  was  buried  at  Wrex- 

Sb4-°Shovtl  Blackwood,  efq.  now  refides  at  Camber- 

'”‘pAGE^i78'i’  Inthefouth-eaftpartof  the  church-yard  is  a 
vauli  in  which  lie  Jeffry  Hetherington,  efq.  and  the  reverend 
W.  liam  Hetherington  his  brother,  both  owners  of  North 
Cray  manor  as  before-mentioned,  over  it  is  a handfoine 

msrblc  monument.  , 

Page  i6i.  The  prefent  parfonage-houfe  was  budt  by 

the  reverend  Mr.  Moore,  the  prefent  reclor,  but  chiefly  at 

the  expence  of  the  Hetherington  family,  to  the  amount  of 
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feven  hundred  pounds,  the  reverend  Mr.  Hetherington  giving 
befides  two  acres  of  land  for  this  purpofe. 

7'here  are  in  North  Cray  and  Ruxley  about  forty  acres  of 
glebe. 

In  the  fteeple  of  the  church  there  are  two  bells. 

Page  162,  line  4.  Mr.  Hotham  was  only  curate  of  this 

parilh.  1 

BEXLEY. 

Page  172.  General  James  Pattifon  purchafed  Blendon- 
hall  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  is  theprefent  owner  of  it,  and  refidts 
in  it. 

Page  176.  Mount  Pleafant  is  now  inhabited  by  Francis 
Dafltwood,  efq.  the  owner  of  it.  Beyond  which,  ahnoft  ad- 
joining to  Crayford-ftreet,  but  in  this  pariHi,  is  a handfome 
falhed  houfe,  built  not  many  years  fmce  ; it  belongs  to  Shovel 
Blackwood,  efq.  but  is  occupied  by  James  Templar,  cfq. 

The  houfe  and  buildings  of  the  farm  called  JVantfum^  is 
fituated  within  this  parilh  at  the  north  eaft  boundary  of  it, 
next  to  Crayford,  (fee  p.  265',  though  part  of  the  lands  be- 
longing to  it  are  likewife  in  that  parilh  and  Dartford,  it  be- 
longs to  Shovel  Blackwood,  efq. 

E R I T H, 

Page  227.  The  parish  is  in  length  about  four  miles, 
and  in  breadth  two  and  a half. 

Page  246.  Mr.  Wheatley  has  iflueby  Margaret  his  wife 
live  fons  and  two  daughters. 

Page  255.  The  following  is  the  account  of  Lefnes  abbey, 
by  Dr.  Stukeley,  as  printed  in  the  Archaeologias,  vol.  i.  p.  44. 
It  Hands  on  a pleafing  prominence,  half  way  down  the  hill 
towards  the  marlli ; above  is  a very  large  and  beautiful  wood 
of  oak.  The  major  part  of  the  original  houfe  or  feat  of  the 
founder  is  now  left,  being  the  prefent  farm-houfe.  The 
buildings  of  the  religious  are  towards  the  fouth,  but  very  little 
remaining.  1 here  were  two  grand  gateways  into  the  lirfl: 
court,  one  to  the  weft,  another  to  the  eaft,  but  both  long 
fince  deftroyed. 

The  building  of  the  manfion-houfe  is  according  to  the 
ftyle  of  that  time,  very  good,  ftone  below,  timber  ftud  work 
above  ; a noble  large  hall,  with  a curious  roof  of  chefnut  j 
near  the  upper  end  is  a very  old  fafliioned  ftair-cafe  of  much 
timber,  but  grand  ; this  leads  up  to  the  chantry  and  lodging 
loorns  of  the  founder,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  the  priors.  Be- 
yond  die  hall  is  a parlour,  on  the  right  hand  of  it  the  kitchen 
and  ofhees.  South  of  the  dwelling  is  the  church,  built  of 

ftone, 
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ftone,  only  the  north  wall  is  remaining,  and  that  ruinous, 
but  enough  to  give  one  a juft  notion  of  the  whole  in  its  ori- 
ginal ftate.  There  were  cloifters  on  the  fouth  ftde  of  the 
church,  the  outward  wall  thereof  only  now  remaining.  There 
feems  to  have  been  a vault  under  the  weft  end  of  the  church  : 
fouth  of  theploifters  was  the  refeifory  or  hall  of  the  canons. 
The  lodgings,  kitchen,  offices,  and  i fuppofe  the  fub  priors 
apartment,  only  the  outward  walls  remaining.  The  whole 
area  of  the  church  cloifters,  lodgings,  &c,  is  now  a kitchen 
garden.  They  told  us  they  had  dug  up  from  time  to  time 
the  foundations  of  the  buildings,  with  many  coffins  of  ftone, 
corpfe  and  monuments.  A tomb  ftone  ftill  remains  on  the 
eaftfidebythe  wall.  Thefe  were  of  the  canons,  who  were 
always  buried  along  the  cloifters.  Doubtlefs  many  fine  brafies 
and  monuments  of  great  perfons  buried  in  this  church  are 
now  no  more. 

Moft  of  the  north  fide  of  the  church  is  ftanding.  In  this 
abbey  the  founder  died  the  year  after  he  entered  into  Religion 
on  July  14,  1179.  He  was  interred  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
altar  in  the  choir. 

CRAYFORD. 

Page  264.  The  circumference  of  the  parlffi  is  about 
nine  miles.  There  are  about  four  hundred  acres  ofwafteon 
Bexley  and  Northumberland  heaths  within  it,  fix  hundred 
acres  of  marfh,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  wood,  the 
reft  arable,  which  bears  tolerable  good  crops. 

Line  7.^.  ForHowbury,  read  Howbery. 

Page  265.  It  is  allowed  that  there  is  a peculiar  excel- 
lence in  the  water  here  for  the  bleaching  of  linen  cloth. 

Page  275.  he  prefent  Miles  Barne,  elq.  is  the  Ton, 
(not  thegrandfon ) of  Miles  Barne,  who  married  Mifs  Elwick. 
Lady  Mary  Verney  Fermanagh  has  taken  a long  leafe  ot 
May-place,  and  has  laid  out  7000I.  in  the  enlarging  and  mo  - 
dernizing  of  it,  the  lawns  round  it  are  laid  out  with  great 
tafte,  and  the  profpe£ts  from  it  are  very  beautiful  and  ex- 
ten  five. 

Page  277.  Mr.  Blackwood  knows  nothing  even  of  the 
name  of  MarfhaPs -court,  or  place,  was  I to  hazard  a con- 
jedlure,  it  would  be  that  the  Old-place -houfe  lately  pulled 
down  near  the  bridge  was  once  fo  called,  the  feite  of  which 
ftill  belongs  to  Mr.  Blackwood. 

Page  278.  1 have  been  mifinformed  in  relation  to  Mr. 

Blackwood’s  having  fold  Howbery,  &c.  under  an  adl  of 
parliament,  the  adt  wholly  related  to  his  eftates  elfewhere. 
He  bears  for  his  arms,  Argent^  faltier  fable^  on  a chief  gules  ^ 
three  trejroils  Jlipt  of  the  field. 


Page 
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Page  278.  Line  g.  For  Arpylton,  read  Appylton. 

Page  281.  In  Crayford  church  there  are  three  chancels, 
the  middle  one  belongs  to  the  redor,  the  fide  ones  to  the 
owners  of  Newbery  and  Howbery  manors  refpeaivcly,  who 
repair  them.  In  the  year  1700  the  church  and  chancel,  then 
much  ruined  and  decayed,  was  repaired  at  the  foie  charge  of 
Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel.  ^ 

D A R T F O R D. 

Page  287.  The  vallies  in  this  parifh  are  more  fer- 
tile than  the  uplands,  being  more  inclined  to  loam  ; behind 
Baldwins,  and  towards  Stanhill  there  is  fome  land,  a ftiff  clay, 
and  part  of  the  priory  farm  bordering  on  the  marlhes  is  a 
good  mould,  but  the  amount  of  both  is  not  much. 

Page  287.  Of  the  marlh  land  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  lie  on  the  weftern,  or  other  fide  of  the  creek,  next  to 
Cravford,  and  there  are  about  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow 
on  the  fides  of  the  river ; above  the  town  there  are  about 
three  hundred  aciesof  wood,  five  hundred  acres  of  wafte  on 
Dartford-heath,  and  fifty  on  the  Brent. 

Page  288.  The  filh  at  prefent  caught  in  Dartford  creek, 
are  trout,  roach,  dace,  gudgeons,  eels,  and  remarkable  fine 
flounders ; the  filhery  belongs  to  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  but  no 
notice  is  taken  of  its  being  private  property,  every  one  fiihing 
at  his  pleafure  in  it. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  town  from  I.ondon  is  an  old  feat, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  family  of  Fauflett, ' and  af- 
terwards to  the  Bucks,  two  female  coheirs  of  which  name 
fold  it  to  Mr.  John  Talker,  of  Dartford,  the  prefent  owner 
of  it,  but  it  is  at  prefent  occupied  as  a boarding  fchool  for 
young  ladies. 

Page  293,  line  8.  For  Menteftrum,  read  Mentheftrum. 

Page  316.  Mr.  Fielder,  at  his  death  in  1782,  by  his 
will  gave  hiseftate  at  Stanham  to  his  After  Mrs.  Mary  Hen- 
ley, of  Dartford,  who  now  owns  it. 

Page  325.  The  bifhops  lefleeof  the  parfonagewas  Bafil 
Francis,  efq.  lately  dead,  the  leafe  is  now  held  in  truft  for 
his  children. 

Page  326.  The  vicar  is  entitled  to  the  tythe  of  wood, 
ftock,  turnips,  after  pafture,  the  tythe  of  Dartford  falt- 
marfti,  containing  four  hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  and 
other  ufual  fmall  tythes.  » 

WILMINGTON. 

Page  330.  On  the  south  of  the  manfionof  the  Ba- 
thurft’s,  at  Barn-end,  was  fituatcd  the  houfe  inhabited  by 
the  Langworth  family,  who  were  benefadtors  to  the  poor  of 

this 
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this  parKb,  much  of  the  garden  wall  of  tliefe  premifes  is 
landing ; the  eftate  belongs  to  Mr.  Thomas  Plummer,  late 
of  the  Strand,  in  London. 

Page  331,  line  10.  Add,  but  Richard  Leigh,  efq.  re- 
fides  in  it. 

Page  338.  From  the  remains  of  arches  in  the  foutli 
wall  of  the  prefent  ifle,  it  is  plain  there  was  one  fouthward 
of  It,  that  extended  the  whole  length  of  it,  the  eaft  end  is 
remaining,  and  is  made  ufe  of  as  a veftry  room.  Jn  the 
north  wall  of  the  chancel,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  church- 
yard. There  was  antiently  a door,  which  feems  to  have  com- 
municated with  flairs  leading  to  a rood  loft,  of  which  a beam, 
which  now  marks  the  feparation  between  the  nave  and  the 
chancel,  was  probably  a part. 

In  the  church-yard,  on  the  fouth  fide  is  a vault,  and  tomb 
over  it,  for  the  family  of  Hobbes  ; another  like  for  the  family 
of  Perry,  of  this  parifh.  On  the  north  fide  a vault,  and 
monument  over  it,  for  Edward  Fowke,  efq.  of  Hawley, 
obt.  1789,  and  his  wife,  Efther,  daughter  of  Holland,  &c. 
At  a fmall  diftance  another  vault,  for  the  family  of  Neve,  of 
London.  Near  the  weft  bounds  of  the  church-yard,  a lar- 
ger vault,  over  which  is  raifed  a monument,  fimilar  in  its  de- 
fign  to  that  eredled  in  Chelfea  church-yard,  for  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  being  a marble  urn  entwined  by  a ferpent,  and  a co- 
vering over  it,  the  infeription  for  Sir  Edward  Hulfe,  bart, 
firft  phyfician  to  king  George  11.  obt.  1759?  77) 

his  lady,  obt.  1741.  It  was  made  about  1746,  when  her 
remains  were  brought  from  Eflex,  and  interied  heie  ; feveral 
others  of  the  family  are  depofited  here  likewife.  In  the  caft 
end  of  the  church-yard  are  four  altar  tombs  for  the  family  of 
Langworth,  one  of  whom  was  a benefadtor  to  this  parifh, 
and  againft  the  eaft  wall  of  the  chancel  is  affixed  a monument 
with  an  urn  over  it,  for  one  of  this  family. 


SUTTON. 

Page  357,  linen.  For  Frazer,  read  Frafer. 

D A R E N T. 

ohn  There  feems  to  be  a vein  cf  chalk  which 
runs  acrofs  this  parilh,  along  the  hill  from  St.  Margaret's 

northward,  as  far  as  Blackdale.  , , • 1 f i 4 

Tliere  are  between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land 

in  this  parilh,  befides  the  woodland,  winch  is  two  hundied 

Page 
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Page  368.  Line  10.  Admiral  Ward  bequeathed  his 
houfe  heie  to  his  daugliter,  Elizabeth,  who,foon  after  fhe  be-- 
came  of  age,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Fowke. 

Line  13.  This  houfe,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  was 
fold  by  the  alTignces  in  February,  1797,  when  it  was  bought 
by  one  of  them,  Mr.  Atkinfon,  a hemp  merchant. 

'J  here  is  a hamlet  called  Gills,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this 
parilh,  amonft  the  hills,  the  prophrty  of  which,  though  for- 
merly of  fome  account,  is  now  fplit  into  fo  many  parcels,  as 
not  to  be  of  any  confequence  worth  mentioning. 

Page  380.  The  glebe  belonging  10  the  vicarage  does  not 
amount  to  four  acres,  of  which  two  are  contiguous  to  the 
luins  of  St.  Margaret’s  chapel. 

STONE. 

Page  394*  Cotton  manor ^ at  Mrs.  Simpfon’s  death,  in 
1777,  came  to  Mr.  Richard  Simpfon,  who  died  in  1796, 
when  it  came  to  Baptift  Simpfon,  efq.  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

S W A N S C O M B E. 

Page  414.  The  manor  of  Combes^  zY\zs  Jlkerdyn^  is  now 
ufually  known  by  the  latter  name. 

Page  415,  line  20.  The  above  mentioned  manor  de- 
volved, on  lord  Teynham’s  death,  to  the  other  two  fillers  of 
Mary  Wilhelmina  his  wife,  the  furviving  daughters  and  co- 
heirs of  Sir  Francis  Head,  foon  after  which  it  was  fold  to 
A4r.  William  Levett,  of  Northfleet,  as  he  did  to  Mr.  Bow- 
ham  Hayes  of  this  parifh,  who  fold  it  to  Mr  John  Bayley, 
who  died  in  1794,  leaving  a large  family,  and  they  conveyed 
it  by  fale,  in  1795,  to  David  Powell,  efq.  the  prefent  owner. 

Page  416.  Ingrefs^  as  it  is  now  both  called  and  fpelt, 
was  formerly  written  Ingries.  Mr.  Calcraft,  who  was  like, 
wife  lord  of  the  manor  of  Northfleet,  agreed  to  fell  Ingrefs 
free  from  all  manorial  rights  over  it.  I'hefe  rights  he  after- 
wards laid  claim  to,  wliich  Mr.  Rorbuck  refilled,  and  on  a 
trial  had  at  the  alTizes  at  Maidllone,  was  confirmed  in  them. 

Page  418.  The  church  has  three  ifles;  there  are  fix  bells. 

SOUTH  F LEE 

Page  422,  line  17.  The  lands  in  this  parilh,  approach- 
ing near  Longfield,  are  very  hilly,  and  much  Covered  with 
flint  Hones. 

Page  425,  line  11.  For  Lautana  read  Lantana. 

Line  12.  For  abortinum  read  abortivum. 

Line  13.  For  Rhefeda  read  Refcda. 


Page 
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Page  435.  Jofeph  Brooke  died  In  1792  j his  widow  in 
1796. 

Page  436.  There  are  fix  bells. 

Page  4.39.  The  prefent  re6tor,  Mr.  Raflileigh,  has  laid 
out  a confiderable  fum  in  modernizing  and  making  the  par - 
fonage  houfe  more  commodious,  however  he  may  have  fpoiled 
the  antient  venerable  form  of  it, 

long  FIELD. 

Page  441,  line  2r.  For  Clenopodium  read  Clinopodium. 
Line  12.  As  to  Longfield-downs — there  are  no  open  unin- 
clofed  downs  here  now,  though  there  are  feveral  fields,  in- 
clofed  fince  Gerarde’s  time,  which  bear  that  name. 


HARTLEY, 

Page  452.  Hartley-bottom  is  on  theeafiern  fide  of  this 
parifii,  not  the  weftern. 

Page  457,  line  2.  For  Walker  read  Walter. 

RIDLEY. 

Page  458.  The  foil  of  this  pariih  is  various,  for  though 
it  abounds  with  chalk,  yet  there  are  fome  ftiff  clays  inter- 
mixed likewife  witli  many  flints.  It  is  nearly  furrounded  by 
the  parifli  of  A(h,  except  on  the  north  eafl,  where  it  joins  to 
Meopham. 

Page  461.  The  church  is  neat ; there  has  been  lately  a 
fmall  pointed  turret,  built  on  the  weft  end  of  the  body  of  the 
church. 

ASH. 

Page  463.  The  hamlet  of  Wrjiyoke  lies  more  than  a 
mile  to  the  north  weft  or  the  church  ; that  of  Hodfoll-ftreer, 
two  miles  eaft  of  the  churchj  contains  the  gicateft  number 
of  its  inhabitants. 

This  parilh,  in  its  irregular  lhape,  is  much  interfeaed  by  the 
parilh  of  Stanrtcd  towards  the  fouth  ; itfurrounds  three  fides 
of  that  of  Ridley  to  the  north  eaft,  and  bounds  to  Meopham 
in  two  places. 

Page  4'-2.  The  church  is  neat  and  plain  within,  and  has 
been  new  pav*ed  and  pewed  within  ihefe  fix  years.  There  are 

fix  bells.  ' •' 

K 1 N G s U O W N. 

Page  475.  This  parifii  is  more  than  four  miles  long, 
and  two  and  a half  broad;  it  is  much  covered  with  coppice 
woods,  having  full  feven  hundred  acres  in  it ; much  of  the 
land  in  this  parilh  is  a ftrong  heavy  tillage  land. 

VOL.  II.  p p 
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The  church  is  ntuated  in  the  wood,  about  a rode  weftward 
of  the  village,  and  a little  to  the  eaftward  of  Hever. 

FARNINGHAM. 

Page  510.  This  pariih  is  on  an  average  about  five  mdes 

'SeTs"rr'ruMS^^^  ft^ed) near  the  cor- 
Ir  of  the  road,  leading  to  button  ; it  was  budt  fome  few 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Harris,  a furgeon,  whofe  daughter  now 
owns  it  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marmaduke  Lewis  refides  m it. 

Page  523.  Mr.  Nafh’s  maufoleum,  m Farnmgham 
chur^h-ya^rd^  was  not  finiflied  till  after  his  death,  by  his  exe- 
cuSJs,  in  ; befides  Mr.  Nafti,  the  remains  of  Ins  bro- 
ther, Dr.  John  Nalh  of  Sevenoke,  Mrs.  Alien  their  fi  , 
and  the  wife  of  John  Allen,.her  fon,  are  depofited  in  it. 

E Y N S F O R D. 

p ag E «;27.  This  parifti  contains  about  two 
huLred  Ixl  fifty  acres  of  land,  of  which  *e  "oodland,  paf- 
ture  and  meadow  are  not  more  than  four  acres.  T 

of  it  is  but  thin  and  poor.  . , ■ 

Page  535.  The  church  has  fix  bells. 

lullingstone. 

u ve  A The  oarilh  of  Lullingftone  contains  upwards 

of  one  thoufand  acres ; of  which  fix  wood\lnd^ 

park,  three  hundred  and  feventy  ar  » , . ■ ftiff  ftrong 

Ld  the  reft  meadow.  Some  part  of  tl^e  arabje  ^ Itro^ 
land,  the  reft  of  the  upland  is  chalk.  There  are  oniy 

houfes  in  the  parifti.  , j „ j ncres  of  arable 

Lullingstane  contains  three  hundred  ® j ^ • 

and  nine  of  wood;  there  is  no 

almoft  the  whole  chalk.  The  remains  of  the  chapel  w 
pulled  down  fome  few  years  ago. 


{5*  ERRORS  or  MISTAKES,  ‘nt  the  former  edition^  or  com- 

munications towards  the  improvement  of  thcfe  volumes,  will,  at  any 
time,  in  future,  he  thankfully  received,  if  directed  to  W.  Bristow, 
Parade,  Canterbury. 

— *■  > ■ ■ 

directions  to  the  binder 

1.  Before  and  oppofite  Title  Page,  a fancy  vignette,  8i/o.— 

Plenty  and  Liberty  prefenting  their  attributes  to  the  Genius  of  Kent. 

2.  To  facep.  38,  Plan  of  an  antient  camp  at  keston. 

3.  To  facep.  184,  o/'lesnes,  ^c.  hundreds. 

4.  To  face  p.  255,  LESNES  priory,  8w. 

5.  To  facep.  343,  /axstane  hundred. 

6.  To  facep.  382,  North-weft  View  of  the  Remains  of  the 

of  ST.  MARGARET  HILLES. 
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